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by  C.  H.  and  D.  Philips  and  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  October 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  letters  to  and  from  the  Court  of  Directors  in  this  volume  roughly 
cover  five  years  from  1796  to  1800.  The  earliest  letter  from  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council  to  the  Court  is  dated  11  January  1796  and  the  last  30 
September  1800,  while  the  letters  from  the  Court  begin  on  5  January  1796  and 
end  with  the  one  dated  2  December  1800.  The  period  includes  the  last  two 
years  of  Sir  John  Shore’s  administration  and  the  first  three  years  of  Lord 
Wellesley’s  governor-generalship.  To  the  student  of  political  history  the  closing 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century  are  of  unusual  interest.  In  north  India  a 
considerable  part  of  the  country  had  already  passed  under  the  East  India 
Company.  These  years  saw  the  extension  of  the  Company’s  power  in  the 
soLith—the  Nizam’s  entry  into  the  Subsidiary  Alliance  and  the  outbreak  of 
the  fourth  Mysore  War  resulting  in  Tipu’s  death  and  the  fall  of  Seringapatam, 
the  accession  of  Peshwa  Baji  Rao  11  in  1796  and  the  death  of  Nana  Phadnis 
four  years  later  leading  to  the  rapid  decline  of  the  Maratha  power.  Important 
political  events,  however,  do  not  form  the  subject-matter  of  the  following  letters. 
Though  passing  references  to  political  happenings  are  occasionally  made,  these 
letters  are  mainly  concerned  with  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  East  India 
Company,  management  of  the  Company’s  business  in  distant  centres  like  Basra 
and  Fort  Marlborough,  means  of  collecting  information  about  the  history, 
topography  and  literature  of  the  country,  and  details  about  the  Company's 
administration.  There  are  also  occasional  references  to  measures  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  people,  indicating  that  the  Company  was  not  indifEerent 
to  its  task  of  moral  uplift  of  Englishmen  abroad,  including  its  own  servants. 


Salt 

Many  of  the  papers  relating  to  trade  refer  to  the  sale  of  salt  and  opium. 
In  both  commodities  the  East  India  Company  exercised  a  monopoly.  The 
history  of  the  Company’s  interest  in  salt  and  opium  goes  back  to  the  middle 
of  the  .eighteenth  century.  The  salt  which  supplied  the  needs  of  Bengal  and 
Bihar,  was  obtained  “from  the  earth  found  impregnated  with  sea  salt  at  the 
mouths  of  the  Ganges,  in  the  tracts  contained  between  Ballasore  and  Chitta¬ 
gong.”^  After  the  overthrow,  in  1764,  of  Mir  Qasim  who  had  abolished  inland 
duties  in  order  to  place  the  Europeans  and  his  Indian  subjects  on  the  same 
footing,  duties  were  reimposed.  The  English,  however,  were  allowed  to  carry 
on  the  inland  trade  free  of  duty  except  for  a  levy  of  2p2  per  cent  on  salt.  But 
the  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company  considered  it  unjust  and  passed  an 
order  on  8  February  1764  that  “a  final  and  effectual  end  be  forthwith  put  to 
the  inland  trade  in  salt,  .  .  .  and  in  all  other  articles  whatsoever,  produced 
and  consumed  in  the  country.”^  The  Court  of  Proprietors,  however,  pleaded 
for  a  reconsideration  of  the  order  and  asked  for  “such  directions  for  regulating” 
the  Company’s  trade  as  would  be  “agreeable  to  the  interest  of  the  Company 

^  Ascoli,  Early  Revenue  History  of  Bengal  and  the  Fifth  Report j  p.  135. 

®  Forrest,  The  Life  of  Lord  Clive,  vol.  II,  p.  298. 


xviil  FORT  WlUiAM“lNniA  HOFSK  COHRKSPONnFNCK 

and  the  Subah.”'^  I’hc  Conn  of  Proprietors  evidently  wanted  the  Cloinpany’s 
servants  to  retain  the  right  to  indulge  in  private  trade  for  augnteiiting  their 
fortune.  It  was  with  the  same  idea  that  in  17(>5,  during  his  secontl  governor¬ 
ship  of  Bengal,  Cllive  inaugurated  a  society  lor  the  henefii  o(  the  stutior  civil 
and  inilitary  servants  of  the  Clotnpany  lor  ctirrying  on  trad(‘  in  salt,  betelniu 
and  tobacco.  In  spite  of  the  displeasure  of  the  Directors,  the  experiuieni  was 
continued  till  1768  when  the  society  was  aholishtab  llu‘  Past  India  Doinpany 
^‘rcestahlished  a  monopoly”  of  salt  in  1772.  Salt-lands  were  to  be  grantt^d  on 
live-year  leases  to  farmers  who  advanced  money  to  the  and  agreed 

to  sell  at  a  stipulated  price.  'Phe  revemue,  however,  fell  short  of  expectation. 
In  1773,  there  was  a  proiit  of  172,29,162  from  tluties  aitd  stdes,  l)tn  it  considerably 
declined  the  next  year,  and  in  1775  there  was  a  delicit  of  £1,473.  In  1780,  a 
new  scheme  was  introduced  a  Dompiroller  was  appointed  in  charge  of  salt 
trade  with  agents  in  the  tlistricls.  and  the  import  of  salt  was  forhidtUm.  This 
resulted  in  uncommon  hardship  to  the  n/z/Zm/glv,  hut  it  raised  the  income  of 
the  ICast  India  (Company  and  in  1782  the  profit  rose  to  £6,55,646.'^  hi  August 
1787,  Lord  Lornwallis  informed  the  Lourt  of  Directors  that  ”the  mode  in  wOiich 
the  Company’s  salt  lias  hitherto  been  dispostal  t)t”  a])[)eared  to  him  ‘Mor  a 
variety  of  reasons  to  be  extr(.um4y  except ionalile”  and  tluat  he  had  “directed 
that  tins  season  the  salt  should  he  put  up  to  public  auction  and  sold,  without 
partiality  or  favour,  to  the  fairest  liidder.”'^ 

The  revenue  from  the  sale  of  salt  in  17955)6  fell  short  of  the  income  of 
the  preceding  year  by  sicca  rupees  2, 09, 820,  though  the  tpiantity  sold  exceedetl 
that  of  1794-95  by  one  lakh  and  forty  thousand  mamuis.’*  'Phis  was  supposed 
to  be  partly  due  to  th(‘  reduced  st4ling  prices  of  Bengal  and  lonugn  salt  tuid 
the  al)olitiou  of  the  ajura  system  which  tended  to  put  up  the  aumnir  prices 
in  Hijili  and  Tamluk.  The  net  income  to  the  (Jovermnent,  however,  amounted 
to  Rs.  73,80,741,  which  was  nearly  double  the  ttstimate  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts.  In  1798,  the  Covernmem  of  Bombay  pro|)osed  exporting  to  Bengal 
every  year  a  cpumtiiy  of  Boiuhay  salt.  It  was  conskltu’ed  that  the  importation 
of  salt  from  Bombay  “would  he  proclneiive  of  considerable  advantage  to  the 
commerce  of  that  island.”  Licenstvs  for  carrying  stilt  wviw  therefore,  issued 
to  ships  built  in  Bombay.  'Phe  Covernor-Chmeral’s  letter  of  the  same  year 
informed  the  Court  of  Dirt'Ctors  of  tlic  “uncommonly  unfavourable”  report 
of  the  sales  in  March,  June  and  July.  According  to  a  petition  of  the  salt 
merchants  to  the  Board  of  'Prade  it  was  partly  due  to  the  “inc*rease  of  smuggling 
by  the  salt  manufacturers” ;  this  was  also  the  view  of  the  Board  of  'Pradc  who 
stated  that  ”an  illicit  trade  in  salt  prevailctl  to  such  an  extent  which  demanded 
immediate  attention”,  and  that  smuggling  ”was  not  confined  to  tlie  manu- 
facturens  of  salt,  but  that  the  dealers  in  salt,  the  officers  employed  to  super¬ 
intend  the  manufacture,  and  the  officers  stationed  at  the  chokies^  were  also 
concerned  in  the  illicit  traffic.”'^ 

Opium 

The  other  monopoly  exercised  by  the  T.ast  India  Company  was  of  opium* 
Long  before  the  Company  took  into  its  hand  the  monopoly  of  opium,  brisk 

Hhid,,  p.  299. 

^  Monckton- Jones,  Warren  Hastings  in  Bengal,  }>i),  2.10-31. 

^  Ross,  Correspondence  of  Charles,  First  Marquis  Cornwallis,  vol.  I,  p,  285. 

®  Separate  Revenue  letter  to  Court,  31  August  1796,  para  4. 

^  Separate  Revenue  letter  to  Court,  2  September  1 800,  para  7. 
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trade  in  that  commodity  was  going  on  between  India  and  the  surrounding 
countries.  It  is  believed  that  opium  was  introduced  into  India  and  China  by 
the  Arabs.  The  first  Englishman  to  trade  in  opium  was  one  Mr.  Lucas,  servant 
of  the  East  India  Company  stationed  at  Malacca,  who  is  said  to  have  amassed 
about  £1,00,000  in  ten  years.  In  India,  opium  was  a  state  monopoly  under 
the  Mughals  who  farmed  it  out  to  private  individuals  on  an  annual  payment 
in  advance.  After  the  decline  of  the  Mughal  Empire,  the  East  India  Com¬ 
pany’s  servants  at  Patna,  the  neighbourhood  of  which  produced  better 
quality  of  opium,  indulged  in  opium  trade  for  their  own  benefit.  Patna  was 
the  chief  centre  of  the  opium  trade.  Hamilton,  who  was  in  the  East  Indies 
from  1688  to  1723,  stated  that  Patna  produced  “so  much  opium”  that  it  served 
“all  the  countries  in  India  with  that  commodity.”^  From  about  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century  when  the  imperial  power  was  on  the  decline,  the 
trade  was  controlled  by  opium  dealers  and  petty  businessmen,  and  the  com¬ 
petitions  among  the  different  European  factories  raised  the  price  of  one  maund 
of  opium  from  100  to  150  rupees.^  After  the  defeat  of  the  English  by 
Siraju’d-Daulah  in  1756,  the  Dutch  who  were  left  without  a  competitor  brought 
down  the  price  to  70  rupees  and  “all  the  merchants  and  the  pykars  were  next 
thing  to  ruin.”^®  The  overthrow  of  Siraju’d-Daulah  was  followed  by  the  re¬ 
organisation  of  English  factories,  and  the  agents  of  the  Company  at  Patna 
began  to  exercise  a  virtual  monopoly  of  opium,  not  on  the  Company’s  behalf, 
but  for  their  own  benefit.  This  was  carried  on  in  the  teeth  of  the  opposition 
of  the  French  and  the  Dutch.  In  1765,  however,  the  Patna  Council  effected 
a  compromise  by  “admitting  them  to  a  subordinate  share.”  Under  the  new 
arrangement  the  Patna  Council  “was  the  sole  purchaser  from  the  ryots  and 
small  country  dealers,  but  the  Dutch  and  the  French  got  certain  shares  out  of 
the  total  opium  collected.”^ ^  “The  Dutch  factory,  we  are  told,  was  allowed 
“400  chests  annually  and  the  French  Resident  put  in  his  claim  for  100  more.”^^ 
The  sole  agent  of  the  English  then  was  one  Mir  Munhir  who  “contracted  to 
furnish  the  quantity  wanted  for  the  Company’s  use”,  which  was  800  chests. 

■  In  1773,  Warren  Hastings  decided  to  replace  this  arrangement  by  a  govern¬ 
ment  monopoly.  The  Bengal  Revenue  Consultations  of  23  November  1773, 
stated  that  the  Board  was  “unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  trade  could 
not  be  laid  open  at  this  juncture  without  being  productive  of  evil  consequences 
to  the  ryots  and  to  the  country,  and  if  it  be  continued  a  monopoly,  they  think 
that  it  better  be  so  avowedly,  and  for  the  advantage  of  the  country,  than  in 
a  clandestine  manner  for  the  benefit  of  a  single  factory.”^^  It  was  resolved 
that  “an  exclusive  privilege  be  given  to  Mir  Munhir,  the  successor  of  Mir 
Ashraf,  for  providing  opium  in  the  Behar  Province,  that  he  shall  engage  to 
deliver  in  Calcutta  all  which  may  be  produced  in  the  Behar  Province,  at  320 
sicca  rupees  and  what  he  may  procure  from  Ghazipore  or  any  other  district 
of  the  Nobob  Shuja-ud-daula,  at  350  rupees  (per  chest).”  He  was  also  to 
“deliver  to  the  Dutch  the  usual  quantity  with  which  they  have  been  supplied 
at  the  customary  price.”  The  quantity  delivered  to  the  East  India  Company 

®  Hamilton,  A  new  Account  of  the  East  Indies,  vol.  11,  p.  13, 

”  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Opium,  1894~S,  vo,.  Ill,  p.  36. 

^'^Ihid.,  vol.  I,  p.  371. 

Ibid.,  vol.  Ill,  appendix  A. 

Ibid.,  vol.  Ill,  p.  36. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
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was  to  be  “sold  on  tlu'ir  accouni  by  [)ublic  auiTion.”  Mir  Munhir,  ilu‘  Board 
stated,  was  ji;ivea  lliis  exclusive  privilege  lieeause  “being  the  person  who  has  for 
some  years  I>een  employi'd  by  the  gentlemen  of  Ibitna  in  this  business,  he  is 
the  best  aetpiaiiUed  with  the  proper  modt*  for  managing  it,  and  will  ac'count 
witlt  them  for  any  advances  wbit'h  they  may  have  already  made.”  In  a  meet¬ 
ing  iiekl  on  31  Deeemher  1773,  the  Bengal.  Clouneil  deeidt'd  that  an  attempt  to 
lay  open  the  trade  to  “all  pi'rsons  indisu'iminaiely  as  a  fri'e  and  unitdhumced 
trade,  instead  of  being  htmehelal  to  the  euhi\aior  and  nst'ful  to  these  Provinces, 
would  be  productive  of  eonsecpicmees  tht‘  very  reverst*.”  It  was,  therefore, 
deemetl  “most  advisable  to  farm  it  out  on  tlie  Company’s  account”  and  “sell 
it  by  public  auction  for  the  benelit  of  the  (Company. 

'bill  1775  Mir  Munhir  and  his  assoeiatt*  Ramehandra  Pamlit  were  granted 
the  contract  for  buying  opium,  IBey  were  iluai  replaced  by  two  Knglishmen, 
(b'iiruh  and  Wilton,  for  Bihar  and  ikaigal  respectively,  the  former  agreeing 
to  provide  2,980  clu'sts  and  tlu‘  lattta*  1,000.  'The  term  of  Cb-iOith  and  Wihtm 
was  cxttMuU'd  by  oiu'  ytxir.  In  1777,  tlu*  contract  was  given  for  three  years 
to  Macken/ie  who  ollcred  to  pay  10,000  sicca  rnpta's  pta*  annum  as  ;i  ctuisidera- 
tion  for  holding  the  opium  cotnract  on  the  terms  of  his  pnalecessors  and  for 
rt'ceiving  such  additional  advtmt'es  of  money  as  lu'  might  retpiire.^**  In  spit(‘ 
of  the  disapproval  of  the  Dirctaors  who  considered  that  tlu‘  (Jovernordieneral 
in  (Council  “concluded  a  contract  of  great  importa lux'  without  advertising  for 
proposals  or  nuiking  pi'cvious  impiiries’k  Mticlaai/Jc  was  granted,  in  1780,  an 
extension  for  om*  yc‘ar.  In  1781,  Stt^pluni  Sulivan,  son  of  laiwnmce  Sidivan, 
Chairmtm  of  the  Ifast  India  Company,  was  given  tlu'  ctmtract  for  four  vears, 
a  measure  which  invoked  the  anger  of  the  tloun  of  Directors  who  dc'chired. 
“it  would  have  been  much  more  agree;d)le  to  us  to  have  setm  the  monoptily 
-of  this  trade  had  been  tmrirely  abolished.”’' 

From  1785  the  monopoly  of  oitiiim  comrata  was  auctioned  to  the  highest 
bidder.  I1ie  results  weia*  disastrous  for  the  trtide.  The*  contr*'Kaor  who  was 
committed  to  pay  a  high  price  to  the  (Company  itaturally  wanted  to  buy  at  a 
lower  rate,  and  this  resulted  in  the  adtdteration  of  tlie  drug. 

Two  months  after  Lord  Lornvvallis  arrived  in  India  he  informed  Henry 
Dtmdas,  in  a  conlitlemial  letter  on  15  November  1786,  that  “the  late  govern- 
mciu’'  had  exceeded  its  authority  and  that  he  suspected  that  “the  opium  and 
other  contracts,  the  terms  of  which  appear  so  advantageous,  arc  not  calculated 
to  promote  the  real  interests  of  die  Companyd’’^  i^o  itnportam  change  in 
the  management  of  the  opium  trade  was,  however,  immediately  introduced. 
Measures  for  tlie  collection  of  opium  by  agency  instead  of  by  contract  were 
considered  but  rejected  as  tlicy  imposed  greater  responsibility  on  the  (bivern™ 
meat.  On  2  August  1789,  Lord  Ctirnwallis  wrote  to  the  Court  of  Directors, 
“as  the  opium  contract  terminates  this  season,  proposals  for  a  new  contract 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  as  liefore,  have  hesen  called  for  l)y  public  advcrtisc- 
nicntd’*'’’  Tlie  Government,  however,  felt  tliat  the  existing  <arrangement  left 

“  Monckton-Joncs,  o/?,  ciL,  p,  253. 

Repot t  of  the  Royal  Comnmsio7i  on  Opiuno  vol.  III,  pp.  40-4L 

Ibid.  This  issue"  was  raised  during  warren  Hastings^  impeachment. 

Ross,  op.  cit.,  vok  1,  p.  238. 

Ihid.^  p.  554 ;  Forrest,  Selections  from  the  State  Papers  of  the  (iovernor-Gmetal  of 
India  (Lord  Cornwallis),  vol  11,  p.  139. 
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the  cultivator  at  the  mercy  of  the  contractor,  and  in  order  '‘to  prevent  this 
source  of  public  revenue  operating  as  an  oppression  on  the  ryots”  and  “to  guard 
against  the  contractors  being  defrauded  by  the  cultivators  and  also  for  pre¬ 
venting  illicit  traffic  in  opium”,  it  was  decided  to  pass  a  Regulation.  Regula¬ 
tion  XXXII  of  1793  laid  down  that  the  contract  for  opium  was  to  be  for  four 
years  commencing  from  1  September  1793.  The  contractor  was  to  supply 
annually  6,400  maunds  of  Bihar  and  1,580  maunds  of  Bengal  opium  to  be 
delivered  in  chests  containing  two  maunds  each.  For  every  chest  of  opium 
above  the  stipulated  quantity,  the  contractor  was  to  receive  the  sum  of  Rs.  50 
in  addition  to  the  contract  price,  while  failure  to  supply  was  to  be  penalised 
by  a  fine  of  Rs.  300  for  every  chest  short  of  the  stipulated  quantity.  The  con¬ 
tractor  was  to  pay  no  penalty  when  the  deficiency  was  occasioned  by  “hail 
storms,  hurricanes,  or  any  other  calamity  of  season  affecting  the  crops.”  In 
such  cases,  he  was  only  to  refund  the  advances  with  an  interest  of  8  per  cent 
per  annum.  If  the  contractor  failed  to  deliver  to  the  Company  all  the  opium 
he  was  able  to  collect,  he  would  pay  a  penalty  of  Rs.  750  for  every  chest  he 
might  otherwise  dispose  of.  The  opium  was  to  be  delivered  by  the  contractor 
at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Calcutta,  Measures  were  provided  for 
putting  a  check  to  the  sale  of  adulterated  opium.  If  the  cultivator  mixed 
water  with  crude  opium  for  increasing  its  weight,  two  or  more  creditable  opium 
growers  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  contractor  to  decide  “what  surplus  quan¬ 
tity”  should  be  taken  “for  such  increase  of  weight  by  the  undue  admixture  of 
water.”  If  the  cultivator  delivered  adulterated  opium  by  mixing  foreign  ingre¬ 
dients,  the  contractor  might  seize  and  “declare  the  same  confiscated,  scaling 
it  up,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  presence  of  the  ryot,  and  under  his  mark,  and 
in  the  presence  of  two  or  more  creditable  witnesses  .  .  .  leaving  the  ryot  to 
have  recourse  against  him  to  the  judicial  power.”  If  the  ryot  did  not  lodge 
his  complaint  within  three  weeks,  the  contractor  might  “sell  it  for  his  own 
advantage  for  local  consumption.” 

The  Government  was  to  adopt  suitable  measures  for  preventing  Europeans 
and  others  from  smuggling  or  otherwise  carrying  on  illicit  traffic.  The  con¬ 
tractor  in  Benares  was  forbidden  to  import  or  supply  any  opium  produced  in 
Bihar  and  Bengal.  European  British  subjects  found  guilty  of  indulging  in 
illicit  opium  trade  were  liable  to  forfeit  the  Company's  protection  and  to  be 
sent  to  Europe.  All  other  persons  “proved  to  have  purchased  smuggled  opium, 
or  in  whose  possession  smuggled  opium”  might  be  found,  were  liable  to  a  fine 
and  the  seizure  of  the  opium.  Proprietors  and  farmers  of  land  were  liable 
to  a  fine  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  10  per  seer  for  all  smuggled  opium  proved  “to  have 
been  sold  within  the  limits  of  their  estates  or  farms  with  their  connivance  or 
knowledge.”^  ° 

The  Regulation  of  1793,  however,  could  not  arrest  the  decline  in  opium 
trade.  On  12  January  1796  Sir  John  Shore  wrote  to  Dundas  that  “the  defi¬ 
ciency  in  the  revenue  arising  from  the  opium  this  year,  will  be  more  even  than 
the  sum  allowed  for  it.”^^  About  twelve  months  later,  he  again  informed 
Dundas  that  the  funds  of  the  Company  “have  in  no  instance  failed  excepting 
in  the  article  of  the  opium,  which  was  not  unexpected.”^^  The  letter  dated 

Bengal  Regulations,  Regulation  XXXII  of  1793. 
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7  March  1796  laid  before  the  Court  of  Directors  with  “great  concerti”  the  “very 
unfavourable  result”  of  opium  sale  in  tlie  preceding  month  4,776  chests  of 
Bihar,  Benares  and  Bengal  opium  fetching  a  price  of  7,42,548  sicca  rupetvs.  The 
fall  in  prices  is  said  to  luive  been  due  to  the  markets  "being  overstocked  with 
last  year’s  export,  to  the  great  cpiantity  on  hand  of  the  present  yc’ar,  ...  to  the 
indifferent  state  of  the  drug,  to  the  high  rate  of  the  insurance,  to  the  hostilities 
against  the  Dutch  and  to  a  great  pro[)ortion  of  the  ships  and  capital  usually 
employed  in  the  eastern  tradt^  having  been  otherwise  (‘ugagtal"  in  constapience 
of  the  Company’s  late  orders  "for  taking  tip  tonnagx'  in  this  conn  try. I’he 
decline  in  opium  trade  had  already  been  a  (auise  of  worry  to  the  Court  of 
Directors.  In  reply  to  a  previous  letter  from  the  CovcrnordJciu'ral  dated  30 
May  1795,  the  Directors  had  relerred  to  the  "bad  (pialiiy  of  the  opium  provided 
by  contract,  and  the  inftiaoriiy  of  its  price  in  foreign  markets,  occasioned  by 
its  being  no  longer  estimated  as  formerly  by  the  Chinese  and  Malays.”  I'he 
Bengal  (h)vernmem  were  directed  to  considt'r  wluuhcr  the  "sysican  of  agency 
for  the  provision  of  opium”  wtis  “prefertihle  to  contract.”"*  'hlu'  letter  from 
tlie  Court  of  Directors  on  4  Otaober  1797  expressed  eonc(*rn  that  “the  net  gain 
to  the  (k)mpany  on  o|)ium  in  1794-5  fell  short  of  tlu‘  prohts  in  the  preceding 
yettr  to  the  amount  of  above  fifteen  lacks  and  a  half  of  rupi'cs,  atid  tiiat  the 
cstimtiled  profit  on  this  drug  for  1796-7  is  very  little  more  than  one  lack  of 
rupees.”*^'* 

In  their  letter  of  15  May  17^)9  the  Court  of  Directors  triial  to  imprt'ss  u[)on 
the  Covernor-Ceneral  in  Council  the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  (juantity  of 
the  drug  and  restoring  “its  lost  credit  in  the  l^kastern  marktus.”  'Hu'y  also 
approved  of  the  Covernor-Cenerars  desire  to  discontinue  the  provision  of  the 
Bengal  opium. 

The  Regulation  for  introducing  an  agency  system  instetid  of  contracts 
came  into  force  on  11  July  1799.  In  the  preamble  to  Regulation  VI  of  1799, 
it  was  stated  that  the  “revenue  arising  from  opium  having  considerably  dec¬ 
lined  during  the  latter  years  of  tlie  late  contracts  for  tlu‘  pric(\s  of  that  article, 
the  Governor-CJeneral  in  Council  .  .  .  resolved  thtu  tlu‘  opium  should  in  future 
be  provided  l)y  agency.”  The  cultivation  of  |)opPy  Bengal,  Bihar,  Orissa 
and  Benares,  cxcci)t  on  account  of  the  Government,  was  prohihiietl  d’he 
agents  employed  by  the  Government  were  to  make  annually  a  stut lenient  with 
the  cultivators  who  might  “choOvSe  to  engage  to  cultivate  the  [loppy”  and 
settle  the  price  for  opium  in  the  ensuing  season.  After  the  agretamnits  were 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  advances  were  issued  and  e<>pit\s  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  were  exhibited  in  the  court  rooms  of  the  judges  within  whose  jurisdiction 
poppy  was  cultivated.  When  the  sowing  seasoti  began  the  cultiviiors  entered 
into  an  engagement  about  the  spedlic  number  of  hi^has  to  l>e  (adtivated  ; 
failure  to  fulfil  the  agreement  was  to  be  pimislicd  “with  a  penally  of  tlirec  times 
the  amount  advanced  on  each  bi^ha  and  pro|)ortionatcly  for  any  part  of  a 
bi^ha  not  so  cultivated.”  When  the  poppy  was  full  grown,  an  estimate  of  the 
yield  was  made  and  the  cultivator  entcrecl  “into  an  engagement  to  deliver  so 
much ;  and  should  the  field  produce  more,  to  deliver  that  also  pro  rata.”  It 

Separate  Revenue  letter  to  Court,  7  March  1796,  para  2. 
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was  left  to  the  option  of  every  person  to  enter  into  an  engagement  to  cultivate 
or  to  decline  it  altogether.  Some  clauses  of  this  Regulation  resembled  certain 
provisions  of  Regulation  XXXII  of  1793  and  aimed  at  guarding  the  interests 
of  agents  and  cultivators,  checking  oppression  and  injustice,  and  putting  an 
end  to  illicit  traffic  in  the  drug. 

The  agency  system  immediately  proved  advantageous.  The  first  sale  of 
opium  provided  by  agency  took  place  on  20  and  21  December,  1798,  when  the 
average  selling  prices  went  higher  “than  those  at  the  most  productive  sale  in 
the  past  year :  the  Behar  sold  higher  by  Sa.  Rs.  67  and  the  Benares  by  Sa.  Rs.  25 
per  chest.”^’’  In  all  2,000  chests  were  sold  for  7,34,070  sicca  rupees.  The  result 
of  the  second  sale  which  took  place  on  18  and  19  February,  1799,  was  even 
better,  2,172  chests  being  disposed  of  for  Rs.  9,97,099.  The  letter  from  the 
Court  of  Directors  on  11  June  1800  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  “very 
favourable  state  of  the  opium  sales”,  and  considered  that  the  “improved  quality 
of  the  drug  and  the  increasing  price  which  it  experiences  at  your  sales,  have 
very  fully  established  the  superiority  of  the  present  agency  system  over  that 
of  contract.”^®  The  Governor-Generars  letter  of  2  September  1800  expressed 
a  hope  “that  a  continuance  of  the  same  efficient  and  intelligent  controul,  which 
has  been  exercised  since  the  system  of  agency  was  adopted,  will  render  this 
branch  of  your  revenue  equally,  if  not  more,  productive  in  future.”  The 
Governor-General  and  his  Council  had  good  reasons  to  be  optimistic.  The 
actual  profit  from  opium  “for  the  second  year,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
system  of  agency”  had  amounted  to  Rs.  23,70,706-6-7.^^ 

French  Privateers 

Private  trade  was  largely,  and  the  trade  of  the  East  India  Company  was 
considerably,  disturbed  by  the  action  of  privateers  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
French  Revolution.  In  India  the  Revolution  produced  more  excitement  than 
bloodshed.  Pondicherry  yielded  to  the  English  after  a  nominal  resistance  and 
the  other  French  settlements  quietly  surrendered.  In  the  Far  East,  the  French 
vessels  operating  from  the  islands  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius  engaged  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  ships  near  the  coast  of  Malaya.  In  Indian  waters  the  French  privateers 
confined  their  operations  to  the  capture  of  stray  boats  off  the  coast  of  Orissa 
and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Hooghly.  In  a  letter  to  Henry  Dundas  on  10 
January  1794,  Sir  John  Shore  expressed  his  concern  at  the  decision  of  Commo¬ 
dore  Cornwallis,  the  brother  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  “to  return  to  Europe  with  the 
Minerva,  the  only  ship  of  His  Majesty  remaining  in  India”,  while  the  French 
were  making  “great  depredations  upon  our  private  trade,  and  the  captures  made 
by  them”  could  not  be  “less  than  sixteen  ships.”^*^  On  10  March  1794,  he  again 
wrote  to  Dundas  that  the  “force  of  the  French  at  the  islands”  was  “alarming” 
and  that  it  was  “rather  surprizing”  that  they  had  not  done  “more  mischief.”®^ 
Cornwallis,  however,  was  prevailed  upon  to  change  his  mind.  Hickey  wrote, 
“Commodore  Cornwallis  .  .  .  together  with  the  whole  of  his  Fleet,  except  the 
Minerva,  sailed  for  Europe ;  thus  leaving  in  the  Indian  seas  only  one  ship  to 
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pn>tfc*t  our  trade  against  an  active  catt'iny.”'*"  A  satall  ileet  was,  however, 
organised  tinder  (Aptain  Mitt'ht'll  for  guarding  ilu'  eoast/***  Ihit  touarils  the 
end  of  17d5,  or  earlv  in  i7%,  die  l^’reneh  privau'ers  heeaine  a  nnisaneta  Hickey 
was  indignant  “that  a  iliriy  liiiie  pariah  sloop  with  only  three  stnall  guns  came 
to  the  mouth  of  i1k‘  river  liooghly*  tlua'e  (apturing  two  of  tlu*  Company’s  pilot 
schooners/*''^  A  nmia*  (‘\citing  episodt'  took  place  in  Novetuher  when  several 
hVendi  prisoiU'rs  on  paroh'  sca/ed  a  "liiu*  new  pilot  schooner"  named  (filld  and 
sailed  awav  in  it,  i'k'oiu  ati  account  puhlislu'd  in  tlu*  CA/enf/u  (idzriir  ol 
5  Novcaid>er  1795.  it  appears  that  a  party  of  niiu*  iM't’Uchmem  one'  Knglish 
wiHuan  and  a  child  hired  a  countrv  boat  in  (lalcuiia  under  tlu'  prdext  of  going 
up  the  ri\('r  on  a  shooting  c'\e  ursion  and  (ame  to  Serampore  ulu're  they  took 
on  hoard  "sexa'ral  large'  and  lu'avv  Imxc's"  and  proee'ctled  towards  damluk. 
I'hey  had,  it  appcaired,  planne'd  to  S(*l/e'  tlu'  first  vt'sse'l  tlu'V  wenild  e  oitu'  ae'ross 
;md  ('iTect  their  escape.  At  Ke’dgt'rc'e.  on  tlu'  morning  eif  7A  Oetohc'r.  they 
saw  the'  (d7/c/  and  apjwoae'hing  her  eiupiireei  ahmu  an  imagtnarv  person.  'The 
ea[)tain  of  tiu'  (tillrt  had  no  re'a.sons  for  sitspie  ton  atu!  “e'xpc'etint;  the*  lady 
wouki  eotiu'  on  hoard  onh-red  the  real  ropes  to  he*  put  over  tlu'  siele",  vvlum 
"at  a  given  signal  nine'  Kuro|H;ans  nislual  freun  the  hudgnrow  up  the  side's 
with  eaitlasses  and  pistols  in  tlunr  hands",  aiul  eu'e  iipie'd  the'  ship.  'Ilie  Hnglish- 
men  we'rt'  pm  on  a  tow  Imat  e’xct'pt  “Mr.  Wk'ttson,  tlie  masie*r.  who  was  de'taiiU'd 
to  pilot  tluun  out,"'’'’  tu  order  to  put  a  slop  to  similar  ineide'ius  it  was  la'solved 
hy  the  (Jove'rnor  Ckmeral  in  Hoiineil  to  siatieni  permane'iuly  “an  arnu'd  vtsssel 
at  a  propc'f  plat'e*  in  the  narrow  cliamu'l  to  guard  and  elefeiul  tlu'  rive'r." 

(Hurt  of  Dire'ctors  ajiproved  e>f  the  nu'usure*,  htu  expressetl  their  surprise'  that 
at  the  time'  of  the  attack,  firearms  in  ilie  (filhi  “were  itoi  loadeel"  and  that 
“nine  or  ten  meit  from  a  Intdgerow"  vve*re'  “sufTere'd  to  hoard  ant!  run  tuvay 
with  a  schooner  Itaving  an  tapnd  numlier  eif  Kunpieans  upon  dea'k  anei  ttlmo.st 
elouble  tlte  nutnher  of  lascars/‘*‘‘^  llu*  (loun  also  suggeste*d  tlie  enaeameut  of 
a  regulation  “to  he  observed  on  lioard  tlu*  Company’s  vesssels  as  w  tlie  state* 
and  disposition  of  the*  arms  in  order  that  the*y  may  he  instantly  had  recourse 
to  in  cases  of  any  similar  attempts  in  ftitnrc."**' 

Similar  attempts  hy  the  hVench  w-eTe  not  long  in  c'oming.  Karly  in  I7%, 
the*  (knnpanv's  sliip  Diana  was  sel/cd**"  aiul  towards  the  t'lul  of  January  tin* 
Indiaman  Tritan  was  stirprised  and  captured  hy  Frenchmen  on  Imard  one  of 
rlu*  Company's  pilot  schooners  converte’d  into  a  privateer.''^  In  June  17%.  a 
Frcncli  privateer  described  a,s  “a  small  crazy  vessel,  carrying  twelve  nine- 
penmders  and  about  one  fmtulred  and  fifty  Etiropeans  and  hi*r  ihrea*  prizes'k 
was  notice'd  near  CMringa;^*^  On  9  September  Sliore  wrote  to  Dmuias,  “We 
arc  actually  at  this  moment  in  a  most  defenctfess  state,  aiul  six  Frendt  frigates 
parade  tlie  Bay  in  trlumpliA'^^  The  letter  of  the  ('Jovernor-Ctmeral  in  (knincil 
to  the  Court,  dated  3  October  1796,  memiorual  the  arrival  of  a  “French 
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squadron  on  the  Coast”,  which  had  "‘induced”  them  ""to  postpone  the  dispatch 
of  the  Georguina  packed  to  Madras.”'^^  The  Calcutta  Gazette  of  29  December 
1796  reported  “a  French  privateer,  mounting  twenty  guns,  having  run  into 
Balasore  Roads,  where  she  had  captured  three  pilot  schooners.”'^'^  One  of  the 
schooners,  the  Hajj  took  the  privateer  to  be  an  English  or  neutral  ship  and 
discovered  her  mistake  too  late.  The  pilot's  signal  to  bear  down  was  displayed 
to  tlie  Ranger  and  the  CormvalUs^  and  both  the  ships  "‘bore  down  in  obedience 
to  the  signal  and  thus  fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands.”  Next  day  the  lascars  in 
the  Ranger  found  that  ‘"there  were  only  four  Frenchmen  upon  the  board”  and 
overpowered  them  in  the  dark.  The  scrang,  who  assumed  the  command  of  the 
boat,  ordered  one  of  the  Frenchmen  “to  direct  the  proper  course  for  Point 
Palmircs”  and  finally  brought  the  boat  to  Diamond  Harbour.  It  was  resolved 
to  reward  the  gallantry  of  the  serang  and  his  crew,  and  the  Governor-General 
in  Council  decided  that  “one  sixth  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  with  her  stores” 
would  be  “given  to  them  as  salvage,  and  another  sixth  in  addition  as  a  reward 
for  their  gallant  conduct.”  The  scrang  was  to  receive  sicca  Rs.  961-8-7,  the 
tindal  sicca  Rs.  641-0-5,  two  helmsmen  sicca  Rs.  641-5-0  each,  and  seventeen 
lascars  sicca  Rs.  320-2-6  each.^^  The  Court  approved  of  the  ""measure  in  which 
the  native  crew  of  the  Ranger  schooner  have  been  rewarded  on  account  of  her 
recapture. 

French  depredations  continued  during  the  next  year.  On  31  October  1797, 
the  Governor-General  in  Council  informed  the  Court  of  the  capture  of  the 
Thomas  by  the  French  corvette  Bruelle  Guelle  off  the  coast  of  Ceylon.'^^*  The 
letter  of  30  December  1797  reported  the  loss  of  two  pilot  schooners,  the  Tryal 
and  the  Harrmgton,  captured  by  a  French  privateer  in  Balasore  Roads, It 
was  found  necessary  “to  equip  an  armed  force  for  the  protection”  of  the 
commerce  of  the  port  of  Calcutta,  and  in  order  to  meet  the  expenses  it  was 
also  resolved  to  collect  a  new  duty  of  one  per  cent  on  all  imports  and  exports, 
money  and  bullion  excepted.'^ ^  The  Court  of  Directors  signified  their  approval 
of  the  measures  taken  for  the  protection  of  commerce  in  Bengal  and  the  levy 
of  the  new  duty.^® 


The  Andamans 

The  early  years  of  the  Revolutionary  War  saw  the  closure  of  the  settlement 
in  the  Andamans.  The  French,  however,  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  the 
settlers  had  fallen  a  prey  to  the  intemperance  of  the  climate.  This  group  of 
islands  was  known  to  Arab  and  other  early  traders.  In  more  recent  times 
Hamilton  made  an  occasional  reference  to  it,  though  he  had  no  personal 
knowledge  of  the  islands.  Till  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when  Captain 
Blair,  Hydrographer  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  Lt.-Col.  Colebrooke,  Sur¬ 
veyor-General  of  India,  undertook  a  survey  of  the  islands,  nothing  much  was 
known.  Mainly  as  a  result  of  Captain  Blair's  report  published  in  the  middle 
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of  the  year  1789,  the  Government  decided  to  establish  a  settlement  in  a  port 
on  the  southern  island,  now  known  as  Port  Blair,  but  at  that  time  named  Port 
Cornwallis  after  the  then  Governor-General.®^' 


Till  1792,  the  colony  was  in  a  flourishing  state.  In  1790  Gommodorc 
Cornwallis  had  paid  a  visit  to  the  Andamans  and  recommended  the  transfer 
of  the  settlement  to  the  north.  He  wrote  to  the  Governor-General  in  1791, 
‘1  think  north-east  harbour  vastly  superior  for  a  fleet  of  men-of-vvar  to  Port 
Cornwallis;  the  latter  I  consider  too  confined  and  liable  to  accidents.'’®’  In 
reply  to  a  letter  from  Dundas,  Lord  Cornwallis  informed  him  on  4  March 
1792,  “there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  our  estaltlishing  ourselves  in 
one  of  the  harbours  on  that  island,  but  my  brother  has  seen  one  tliat  he  thinks 
far  preferable  to  Port  Cornwallis.’'®’*  In  October  1792  orders  weix^  issued  for 
the  removal  of  the  settlement  to  the  north-east  harbour,  and  a  naval  arsenal 
was  planned.®®  The  north-east  harbour  was  also  to  be  called  Port  Gonnvallis, 
while  the  old  site  bearing  the  same  name  was  referred  to  as  old  harbour. 
Captain  Alexander  Kyd  was  appointed  Superintendent.  The  Calculia  Cazrtte 
of  18  October  1792  recorded,  “The  excellence  of  the  harltour  and  climattN  with 
the  docility  of  the  inhabitants  and  fertility  of  the  soil,  has  induced  Commodore 
Cornwallis  to  recommend  that  fortifications  be  erected  and  a  garrison  appoint tal 
at  our  new  settlement  on  the  Andaman  Islands.”®^' 

The  move  was  evidently  a  mistake.  By  the  middle  of  1794  the  Governor- 
General’s  Council  expressed  with  great  concern  that  the  climate  of  the  new 
settlement  “proved  very  unfavourable  to  the  health  of  the  settlers.”  In  a 
colony  of  about  800  persons,  “no  fewer  than  fifty  deaths”  were  rep<)rted  in  one 
rainy  season.  In  February  1796,  it  was  decided  to  abolish  the  new  settlement. 
“Considering  the  great  sickness  and  mortality”  in  the  Andamans,  which  was 
“likely  to  continue”,  and  the  “great  expense  and  embarrassment  to  Govern¬ 
ment  in  rnaintaining  it  and  in  conveying  to  it  supplies”,  the  Governor-General 
in  Council  decided  “both  with  a  view  to  humanity  and  economy  ...  to 
withdraw  it.”®®  The  witlidrawal  was  to  be  completed  “before  the  chatige  of 
the  rnonsoon.  The  letter  addressed  to  the  Court  of  Directors  on  the  subject 
said,  “It  IS  with  much  concern  we  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court  that  by  recent 
reports  received  from  Major  Kyd  it  appears  that  Mr.  Reddick  the  Surgeon 
and  no  less  than  fifty  settlers  have  in  the  course  of  the  last  rains  at  th 
Andamans  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  beneful  effect  of  the  climate-  that 
Lieutenant  Stokoe,  the  acting  Superintendent,  was  very  ill,  and  that  lieutenant 
Ramsay  was  compelled  from  extreme  indisposition  to  quit  the  settlement  which 
continued  so  exceedingly  unhealthy,  notwithstanding  an  abundance  of  fresh 
provisions  and  wholesome  diet,  as  to  dispirit  every  "class  of  men  and  make 
them  all  solicitous  to  leave  it. 


From  these  circumstances,  the  apprehension  that  the  sickness  and 
mortality  at  the  settlement  wiU  continue,  added  to  the  great  expense  and 
embarrassment  which  arise  to  Government  in  maintaining  the  settlement  and 
conveying  supplies  to  it  at  the  present  period,  we  deemed  it  advisable  on 
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the  grounds  both  of  humanity  and  economy  to  withdraw  it.  We  had  less 
hesitation  in  determining  on  this  measure  as,  from  no  permanent  or  valuable 
buildings  having  been  erected  and  there  being  but  few  stores  to  remove,  the 
settlement  can  always  be  re-established  with  little  disadvantage  should  it  be 
hereafter  thought  expedient  to  prosecute  the  original  plan  with  vigor  at  the 
termination  of  the  present  war. 

“It  is  not  probable  that  any  foreign  nation  will  avail  themselves  of  our  with¬ 
drawing  the  settlement  from  Port  Cornwallis  to  form  an  establishment  on 
the  islands  with  a  view  to  claim  to  them  or  any  other  purpose  ;  but  to  obviate 
any  attempt  of  this  nature  it  is  our  intention  to  station  a  small  vessel  at 
Port  Cornwallis  to  be  relieved  every  six  months.”''^ 

The  Company\s  vessel  Fairlie  and  the  schooner  Cornwallis  were  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Andamans.  Before  the  middle 
of  May  the  convicts  and  the  stores  were  sent  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island 
and  the  military  detachment  to  Bengal.*'^’'  Early  in  July,  the  Directors  were 
informed  that  “every  expcncc  on  account  of  the  establishment  had  ceased, 
except  the  freight  of  a  small  vessel  stationed  at  the  Andamans  merely  to  keep 
possession.”'’®  In  their  letter  dated  9  May  1797,  the  Directors  indicated  their 
approval  of  the  measures.^® 


Royal  Botanic  Garden 

It  is  difficult  to  speak,  with  enthusiasm,  of  Sir  John  Maepherson's  adminis¬ 
tration,  but  it  was  his  period  of  office  which  saw  the  beginning  of  the  Botanical 
Garden  near  Calcutta.  The  father  of  this  project  was  Lt.-Col.  Robert  Kyd, 
a  soldier  by  profession  and  a  keen  horticulturist.  In  1786,  he  addressed  two 
interesting  letters  to  the  Governor-General.  As  a  measure  against  famine,  he 
suggested  on  15  April  “the  introduction  of  sago  plants  from  Malay  Peninsula 
so  as  to  form  a  stock  here  at  Calcutta  to  be  hereafter  transplanted,  under  the 
influence  of  Government,  to  the  principal  provincial  towns  and  from  thence 
disseminated  in  process  of  time  over  our  territorial  possessions  so  that  every 
village  may  maintain  a  stock  of  this  valuable  tree  in  reserve  to  be  cut  down 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  famine  shall  require.”  It  was  expected  that  this 
“dreadful  calamity  in  question  may  (if  not  wholly)  in  part  be  averted  by  the 
means  proposed.”®^^  The  other  letter  dated  1  June  1786,  suggested  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  botanical  garden.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  letter,  it  may 
be  extensively  reproduced.  Speaking  of  his  travels  in  Assam  about  ten  years 
earlier  Kyd  mentioned  that  he  “stumbled  on  a  tree  the  unusual  foliage  of 
which  attracted”  his  attention,  and  he  found  it  to  be  or  partake  of  the 
Cinnamon  species.  Some  plants  were  brought  from  Assam,  “one  or  more  of 
which  plants  were  deposited  in  the  late  Governor  GeneraFs  gardens.”  Further 
enquiry  proved  it  to  be  “Cassia  or  true  Cinnamon  tree”  of  an  inferior  variety, 
and  it  was  “also  found  to  be  a  native  of  the  Bootan  mountains  from  which 
country  the  Governor  General  likewise  obtained  some  other  specimens  in  a 
year  or  two  following.”  Some  plants  “of  the  true  Cinnamon  tree”  were  also 
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later  on  brought  from  Colombo  and  added  “to  the  stock  in  the  Covernor 
General’s  gardens.”  Both  types  “with  very  little  atiention”  flourished  "in  an 
uncommon  degree”,  and  in  December  1785  Kyd  found  that  the  “Ceylon  species 
had  actually  given  fruit”  and  there  was  “a  rising  population  of  not  less  tlum 
8  or  10  young  trees.”®^ 

“I  have  been  induced”,  he  wrote,  “to  throw  out  these  comnumieaiions  in 
the  hopes  of  its  being  the  means  of  awakening  the  nation  ai  large  to  ;i  sense 
of  the  inestimable  treasures  which  we  already  hold  in  our  extensive  dominions 
in  this  part  of  Asia  and,  if  possible,  divert  administration  not  only  from 
thinking  of  making  further  acquisitions  .  .  .  (hut  in  as  much  ;ts  they  |)rove 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  and  security  of  wh.at  we  tdread'y  hold), 
but  also  to  embrace  the  opportunity  ...  to  reject  stich  unprofitable  parts  of 
our  empire  as  have  only  proved  useless  burden  to  our  more  valuable  posses¬ 
sions,  and  that  it  may  also  point  out  the  small  degree  of  encouragement  oidv 
requisite  to  be  afforded  to  the  efforts  made  by  private  industry  to  eutthle  us 
to  outstrip  our  rivals  in  every  valuable  production  which  natttre  htis  confined 
to  this  part  of  the  globe  .  .  .”  In  conclusion  Kyd  suggested  to  the  Botirtl  "the 
propriety  of  establishing  a  botanical  garden  not  fiw  the  imriwse  ttf  collect¬ 
ing  rare  plants  (altho’  they  also  have  their  use)  as  things  of  mert-  curiosity  or 
furnishing  articles  for  the  gratification  of  luxtiry,  hut  for  estidili.shing  a  slock 
for  disseminating  such  articles  as  may  prove  beneficial  to  the  iuluihinuits  as 
well  as  the  natives  of  Great  Britain  and  ultimately  may  tend  to  the  extension 
of  the  national  commerce  and  riches :  and  this,  I  conceive,  c;m  he  best  effected 
by  Government  procuring  from  the  different  parts  of  India  and  esiahlishing 
a  nursery  stock  from  which  private  individuals  may  be  supplied  gml/.v  who 
may  think  themselves  qualified  to  adventure  on  a  genertil  cultivtition  of  the 
innumerable  articles  which  our  possessions  will  furnish  the  means  of  raisinv' 
With  success  .  .  ^ 


Kyd’s  above  letter  before  the  Board,  Sir  John  Maepherson  com- 
mented.  The  establishment  of  a  botanical  garden  I  have  long  had  at  heart 
and  to  forward  which  the  Board  arc,  I  know,  perfectly  disposed ;  the  late 
Governor  Genera  was  a  great  encourager  of  the  introduction  of  new  articles 
of  commerce  and  foreign  productions  into  these  provinces,  ;md  I  regretted 

i!7rT  i  purchases 

for  Ais  garden.  If  the  Board  agreed,  the  Governor-General  would  “look 

out  tor  a  spot  in  a  proper  situation  where  a  garden”  might  be  “formed  as  a 

would  save  the  Company  agamst  much  or  any  unnecessary  expence.”“® 

The  site  fleeted  for  the  Botanical  Garden  was  a  plot  of  land  on  the  western 

Shalimar.  Kyd  was 

hL^death  in  1793.^^  upermtendent  of  the  Garden,  a  post  which  he  held  till 

His  successor,  I>.  William  Roxburgh,  who  began  his  career  as  a  Sunreor, 
and  subsequently  became  the  Company’s  Botanist  in  the  Carnatic  ^was 
appomted  on  a  salary  of  Rs.  1,500  a  moLh.  He  kept  indiLeneal’th  £ 
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Bengal  and  within  two  years  of  his  appointment  his  nurseryman  Smith 
expressed  a  hope  that  he  might  succeed  him.  ‘If  he  goes  away”,  he  wrote, 
'‘I  will  endeavour  to  procure  the  appointment  for  myself.”^'^  But  in  spite 
of  occasional  spells  of  bad  health,  Dr.  Roxburgh  continued  in  office  till  1803. 
He  had  probably  done  more  than  any  other  man  to  introduce  the  flora 
of  this  country  to  the  western  world.  In  this  he  was  ably  supported  by 
Di\  Francis  Buchanan  of  the  Bengal  medical  establishment,  whom  he  recom¬ 
mended  in  1799  to  Lord  Hobart,  Governor  of  Madras,  as  the  “best  botanist 
I  know  of  in  India”  and  “also  a  good  zoologist”,  and  suggested  sending  him 
to  Mysore  and  Malabar  to  report  on  the  state  of  agriculture,  natural  history, 
climate  and  natural  resources  of  the  country.*^’  The  records  in  this  volume 
contain  many  references  to  Dr.  Roxburgh’s  attempts  to  rear  foreign  plants  on 
Indian  soil  and  despatch  of  Indian  seeds  and  plants  to  countries  abroad. 

In  1796,  samples  of  cochineal,  teak,  indigo  and  opium  grown  in  the 
Botanical  Garden  were  sent  to  England,  Efforts  were  made  to  grow  China 
sugarcane  in  this  country.  Early  in  Januaxy  1797  “two  boxes  of  growing  plants” 
were  despatched  to  England  by  the  Berrington  and  the  Thetis  for  the  use  of 
the  Curator  of  the  Royal  Garden  at  Kew  and  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  President 
of  the  Royal  Society. In  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Dr.  Roxburgh  whose 
health  was  declining  proceeded  on  leave  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  witli 
intention  to  visit  Europe  “if  he  should  not  find  his  health  re-established.”^*^ 
Dr.  John  Fleming  of  the  Bengal  medical  establishment  officiated  during  his 
absence.  In  the  same  year.  Smith  the  nurseryman  of  the  Botanical  Garden 
was  sent  to  the  Eastern  Archipelago  for  collecting  specimens.^®  He  sent 
nutmeg  and  sago  plants  to  India  and  nutmeg  and  clove  and  other  spice  trees 
to  the  Penang  Island  and  England.®^*  In  1798  a  proposal  was  made  for 
establishing  a  botanical  garden  at  Chittagong.  In  1800  two  chests  of  plants, 
a  box  containing  more  than  one  hundred  kinds  of  seed  and  a  catalogue  of 
plants  growing  in  the  Botanical  Garden  in  Calcutta  were  sent  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.^® 

.  Company's  Administration 

One  occasionally  comes  across  in  these  letters  interesting  details  of  the 
East  India  Company’s  internal  administration.  The  Old  Court  House  which 
was  situated  in  the  north-eastern  corner  of  Dalhousie  Square  where  St.  Andrew’s 
Church  now  stands,  was  pulled  down  in  1792  and  the  Court  was  housed  in  a 
rented  building.  In  1794  two  plans  were  submitted  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Directors,  one  “for  erecting  a  new  Court  House  on  the  site  of  the  old” 
and  the  other  “for  purchasing  and  making  sundry  repairs  and  improvements 
to  the  house  at  present  occupied  by  the  judges.”^ ^  The  Directors  considered 
that  “in  the  present  situation  of  affairs”  it  was  not  “expedient  to  authorise 
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the  expenditure  of  so  large  a  sum  of  money,  and  the  Council  was  advised 
to  “continue  for  the  present  to  occupy  the  premises  ’  rented  for  that  purpose*.' “ 

The  Governor-Generahs  measures  to  build  an  apartment  adjoining  the 
Council  House  “for  the  express  purpose  of  depositing  and  arranging  ihv 
records^’,  however,  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  Directors.  On  3b  April 
1797  the  Governor-General  in  Council  informed  die  Court  that  “the  vea-y 
voluminous  records  which  have  accumulated  in  the  C.ouncil  I  louse  had  to 
be  kept  in  “boxes  and  cases”  for  want  of  space,  and  it  was  not  possible*  to  give 
“that  constant  attention  to  them”  which  was  required  “for  the*  prt‘scrvatiou 
of  papers  in  this  country  from  the  insects  and  climates.”'’'  On  att  ('xamina- 
tion  of  the  records  it  was  found  that  “many  of  the  Proceedings  and  papers 
of  the  early  periods”  of  the  Company's  Government  “had  been  nearly  destroyed 
or  greatly  damaged,  or  were  altogether  missing”,  while  those  “of  a  more  recent 
date”  were  also  “in  a  state  of  decay.”^'‘  It  was,  therefore,  considered  “of 
essential  importance  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  providing  for  the  I)eltcr 
preservation  of  the  public  records.”^"’  The  expense  for  the  apartment  would 
amount  to  about  15,000  sicca  rupees  and  the  cost  of  woodt'n  franu\s  for  tlie 
records  was  estimated  to  be  about  5,000  sicca  rupees.  It  was  expected  that 
the  new  set  of  rooms  would  house  “not  only  all  the  existing  records”,  hut  also 
those  “which  may  be  expected  to  be  accumulated  for  matiy  years.”'*’  This 
was  probably  the  earliest  attempt  for  proper  preservation  of  rt'cords  by  the 
Company  and  the  beginning  of  a  record  department.  The  scheme  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  on  31  December  1799  the  (Jovernor- 
General  in  Council  informed  the  Directors  of  their  satisfaction  that  tlu*  t*rcction 
of  the  building  “met  with  the  approbation”  of  the  Court."" 

The  irregularity  in  transmitting  Proceedings  to  the  Court,  however,  hex’ame 
a  subject  of  comment  by  the  Directors.  A  complaint  made  in  July  1795  Itad 
elicited  an  apology  from  the  Secretary.  On  5  January  1796  the  Directors 
pointed  out  again  that  the  Consultations  in  the  Political,  Foreign  and  Military 
Departments  were  not  received  in  time,  that  “the  Consultations  in  the  Ptihlk 
and  Commercial  Departments”  were  “very  imperfect,  several  days’  Proeex’dings 
being  entirely  omitted”,  and  that  the  Military  and  Political  Consultations  of 
1793  and  1794  were  incomplete.  It  was  also  observed  that  the  Military  and 
Political  Consultations  were  “not  only  badly  written,  but  also  full  of  false 
spelling,  and  appeared  to  have  been  copied  by  black  writers  or  by  ptTsons  nor 
understanding  the  English  language.”  The  Directors  hoped  iliat  they  would 
have  “no  cause  for  similar  complaint  in  future”  and  that  the  “junior  servtmts 
would  be  kept  more  strictly  to  their  duty.”^«  In  May  1797  the  i)irecTors  again 
had  “reason  to  complain  of  the  very  great  irregularity”  still  prevailing  in  the 
Secretary’s  office,  as  they  had  not  received  any  “Consultations  in  the  Political, 
Military  or  Foreign  Department  from  the  end  of  June  1794  to  the  beginning 
of  January  1796,”  The  Governor-General  in  Council  was  therefore  dirtteted 
to  order  an  enquiry  into  its  cause  and  prevent  such  occurrences  in  future.  It 
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was  also  pointed  out  that  Proceedings  on  marine  affairs,  and  correspondence 
relating  to  the  Company's  shipping  and  commercial  subjects  had  been  wrongly 
incluaed  in  the  Consultations  m  tne  Public  Department. 

It  had  been  the  practice  of  the  Company  to  appoint  temporary  writers  for 
copying  papers  from  the  "numerous  applications"  received  from  among  the 
European  population  in  India.  The  boolc  of  establishment  in  April  1798  shows 
that  exclusive  of  the  Portuguese  more  than  one  hundred  of  such  writers  were 
employed  at  an  expense  ot  £30,000  a  year.  The  Court  of  Directors  contem¬ 
plated  reduction  in  the  number  of  uncovenanted  European  writers.  The 
appointment  of  such  persons,  it  was  considered,  would  encourage  "the  resort 
to  and  residence  in  India  of  persons  not  licensed"  by  the  Company,  and  it 
would  be  “highly  impolitic"  to  allow  persons  "of  whose  characters  and  connec¬ 
tions"  nothing  was  known,  "to  obtain  an  insight"  into  the  concerns  of  the 
Company  by  "giving  them  situations  in  tire  offices  under  Government."®®  It 
was  decided  that  a  reduction  in  their  number  should  be  made  on  every  suitable 
opportunity.  The  covenanted  assistants  should  have  proper  training  for 
special  work.  The  "knowledge  of  our  political  concerns",  the  Directors  wrote, 
"should  be  confined  to  our  covenanted  servants.”®^  In  order  to  avoid  confusion 
and  from  "motives  of  humanity"  it  was  not  intended  to  dismiss  the  un¬ 
covenanted  servants,  but  a  reduction  was  advised  "on  every  opportunity."®^ 
Fresh  appointments  of  uncovenanted  servants  were  prohibited,  and  as  vacancies 
occurred  they  were  to  be  filled  by  covenanted  writers  annually  sent  out  from 
England.  The  junior  servants  of  the  Company  were  directed  to  discharge 
their  duties  with  "diligence  and  punctuality"  and  warned  that  "idleness  and 
neglect”  would  be  "punished  in  the  most  exemplary  manner."®® 

Life  in  Calcutta 

The  Directors,  though  primarily  interested  in  the  material  prosperity  of 
the  East  India  Company,  were  not  quite  unconcerned  about  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  their  servants  in  India.  In  the  seventeenth  century  and  till  shortly 
after  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  some  encouragement  was  given  to 
missionaries  to  come  to  India.  A  schoolmaster  was  sent  out  in  1677  "to  teach 
all  the  children  to  read  English,  and  to  write  and  cipher  gratis”  and  also  to 
teach  children  of  "other  nations  such  as  Portuguese,  Gentoos  or  others”  and 
"instruct  them  in  the  Protestant  religion,  and  to  diet  at  our  table.”®"^  The 
missionaries  were  expected  "to  apply  to  the  languages  of  the  country"  so  as 
to  be  able  "to  instruct  the  Gentoos  who  shall  be  servants  or  slaves  of  the 
Company,  or  their  agents,  in  the  Protestant  religion.”®®  But  in  the  latter  half 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  Company  showed  little  interest  either  in  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  among  the  people  of  India  or  in  the  spiritual  well¬ 
being  of  their  servants.  In  1793  when  the  India  Bill  was  brought  before 
the  House  of  Commons  William  Wilberforce  prepared  two  resolutions,  one 
aimed  at  the  "religious  and  moral  improvement”  of  the  people  of  India  and 
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the  other  ''referred  to  the  provision  of  suilicient  means  of  religious  imst ruction 
for  all  persons  of  the  Protestant  communion  in  India/’  I'hcs’e  resolutions 
were  carried,  and  their  author  recorded  in  his  journal  with  oI)vit>us  pleasure 
that  "the  hand  of  Providence  was  never  more  visil)le  than  in  this  Indian 
affair.”^®  The  Attorney  and  the  Solicitor-GJeneral,  in  whose  hands  the  two 
resolutions  were  then  placed,  consiclered  “that  the  general  terms  of  tlic  first 
resolution,  to  be  legally  efficacious,  must  be  etiibodied  in  specific  language, 
and  that  the  measure  to  be  pursued  for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement 
of  the  people  of  India,  was  the  encouragement  of  missiontiries  and  school¬ 
masters/’  A  clause  containing  “these  two  portentous  words”  was  accordingly 
drawn  up  by  them  for  being  inserted  in  the  Bill.  'I’he  India  House  vvas 
thereupon  "seized  with  a  panic,  which  led  to  an  imexpi'cted  and  violent  eX” 
plosion;  the  clauses  were  quashed,  and  the  improvement  of  India,  as  far  as 
the  public  authorities  were  concerned,  was  thrown  hack  .  .  /’'^* 


Of  Calcutta  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  battK*  of  Plassey 
it  has  been  said  that  it  "presented  a  scene  of  such,  unblushing  licentiousness, 
avarice,  and  infidelity  as  had  never  been  witnessed  hefort'  undt^-  tlie  British 
flag.  England  had  subdued  Bengal,  and  Bengal  had  subdued  the  morals  of 
its  conquerors.”" «  Some  allowance  may,  however,  he  madt*  for  tlu'  missionarv 
zeal  of  the  author.  But  in  a  letter  to  Wilherforce  on  25  ()ctoI)t‘r  1795  Sir  John 
Shore  wrote  in  the  same  strain;  “The  climate  of  Bengal  (ridiculous  as  the 
assertion  may  seem)  is  not  favourable  to  religion,  h*  produces  a  languor, 
after  a  long  residence  in  India,  which  renders  the  faculties  of  the  soul  inert. 
Referring  to  the  clergy  in  Bengal  in  the  same  letter  Shore  stated  that  “with 
some  exception”  they  "arc  not  very  respectable  characters,  d'heir  situation 
indeed  is  arduous,  considering  the  general  relaxation  of  morals  ;  and  from 
which  a  black  coat  is  no  security.” 


Till  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  century  then*  was  hardly  any 
Protestant  church  in  Calcutta.  St.  Anne’s,  built  in  1716  in  tlu*  nonhHaasiern 
corner  of^  the  Old  Fort,  was  demolished  during  Siraju’d-Daulah’s  siege  of 
Calcutta  in  1756.  For  three  years  the  Protestant  inhabitants  of  Calnuta 
worshipped  in  the  Portuguese  Church  at  Murghihatta.  In  March  17r>0  the 
Bengal  Council  was  conscious  of  the  '‘injustice  of  detaining  it  from  the 
Portuguese  and  planned  to  repair  the  “remains  of  the  gateway  in  the  Old 
T  convert  It  into  a  chapel  at  an  expense  of  about:  2,5(){)  Arcot  rupe("S.^” 

In  1765  It  was  found  that  the  number  of  Protestant  inhabitants  of  Oilcuna 
had  so  gmatly  increased  that  it  was  not  possible  to  accommodate  even  half 
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Steps  wei'e  taken  for  the  construction  of  a  suitable  place  of  worship.  The 
Church  Committee  had  its  first  meeting  on  18  December  1783,  and  with  a 
sum  of  Rs.  35,950  subscribed  by  the  public,  decided  to  build  a  new  church. 
On  6  April  1784,  the  first  stone  was  laid  by  Wheler  on  a  plot  of  land  donated 
by  Maharaja  Nabakrishna  Deb.®^ 

The  dearth  of  chaplains  also  added  to  difficulties  in  the  observance  of 
religious  functions.  Claudius  Buchanan,  who  came  to  Bengal  as  a  chaplain 
in  1797,  regretted  the  ‘Vant  of  an  ecclesiastical  establishment.”  “Marriages, 
burials  and  sometimes  baptism  by  the  civil  magistrate  or  by  a  military  officer 
are  not  only  performed  but  are  in  a  manner  sanctioned  by  a  precedent  of 
thirty  years.”®^  There  were  only  “six  military  chaplains  for  Bengal,  Behar, 
the  Duab  and  Orissa.”  There  were,  besides,  “three  chaplains  in  the  town  of 
Calcutta,  five  at  the  Presidency  of  Madras  and  four  at  the  Presidency  of 
Bombay.”  The  full  compliment  was  hardly  present  and  “two  thirds  of  the 
number”  was  the  “average  for  the  last  ten  years.”®^  In  May  1798,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Rev.  Hussey  as  a  chaplain  in  Bengal  raised  the  number  in  the 
Presidency  to  eleven,  “including  three  gentlemen  now  at  home.”  The 
Directors  were,  however,  conscious  that  this  number  was  “not  more  than 
sufficient  to  supply  the  duties  of  the  different  stations.”  They  agreed  to 
“consider  of  the  propriety  of  augmenting  the  number  of  chaplains”,  so  that 
no  interruption  might  be  caused  to  the  public  worship  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  chaplains  in  Europe. 

The  lack  of  chaplains  does  not  seem  to  have  been  the  only  obstacle  to 
religious  observances.  The  Court  of  Directors  noted  with  concern  that  the 
“general  tenor  of  the  Indian  newspapers  and  periodical  publications  ...  as 
well  as  the  private  informations  which  reach  this  country  concur  in  exhibiting 
an  increasing  spirit  of  luxury  and  dissipation  in  our  principal  settlements,  and 
even  at  some  of  the  subordinate  stations.”^^  Writing  his  reminiscences  of 
India  in  1797  William  Hickey  mentioned  “a  scheme  for  having  some  good 
horse  racing  at  Chinsurah.”  Every  morning  on  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  June, 
there  was  “admirable  sport,  the  horses  running  in  capital  style.”®®  General 
St.  Leger,  “the  bosom  friend  and  compa?non  of  the  Prince  of  Wales”,  who 
had  come  to  Bengal  with  bad  health  and  “materially  impaired”  fortune  ^'from 
having  lived  so  much  with  His  Royal  Highness”,  was  duly  impressed.®®  Hickey 
wrote  that  St.  Leger  was  “quite  delighted”  and  considered  that  “what  he  had 
just  seen  could  scarcely  have  been  excelled  at  Newmarket.”^®® 

The  Directors,  however,  did  not  share  the  General's  pleasure  and  deplored 
that  though  provision  had  been  made  “for  the  due  observance  of  public  worship 
on  the  Sabbath  day”,  in  some  stations  it  was  “no  uncommon  thing  for  the 
solemnity  of  the  day  to  be  broke  in  upon  by  horse-racing,  whilst  divine 
worship”  was  “never  performed.”  “And  we  have  now  before  us”,  they  wrote, 
“a  printed  horse-racing  account,  by  which  it  appears  that  not  less  than  eight 
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niRtches  were  run  at  Chinsurali  in  one  clay,  and  tliai  on  <i  biuiday.  llic 
Directors  reminded  tlaeir  employees  that  the  preseivadon  of  ascciKlaiicy  over 
the  minds  of  the  natives  of  India  must  ever  be  of  importance  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  political  power”  and  -‘this  end”  was  “not  to  be  served  either 
by  a  disregard  of  the  external  observances  of  religion,  or  by  any  assiinihuions 
of  eastern  manners.”^*^^  It  was,  therefore,  enjoined  that  “all  such  profanations 
of  the  Sabbath”  should  be  “forbidden  and  prevented,  and  that  divine  service 
be  regularly  performed,  as  in  England,  every  Sunday,  at  all  the  military 
stations,  and  all  European  ohicers  and  soldiers,  unless  hindered  by  sickness 
or  actual  duty”,  were  to  be  “required  punctually  to  attend  ”  The  chaplains 
were  also  “positively  ordered  to  be  regular  and  correct  in  the  pca-formaiux'  of 
their  duty”,  and  if  any  of  them  “neglected  it”  or  by  his  condiua  t)rought 
“discredit  on  his  profession”,  he  was  to  be  dismissed  from  tlie  Company’s 
service.i^^  The  conduct  of  their  servants  in  India,  the  Directors  wrote,  l(‘d 
them  to  infer  that  either  the  “general  scale  of  allowances  and  emoluments” 
in  the  Company’s  service  was  “too  large”  or  that  an  “improvidem  use”  was 
made  of  tliem.^°'^  They  could  not,  they  said,  “contemplate  without  alarm 
the  excessive  growth  of  fashionable  amusements  and  show,  the  tentU‘itcy  of 
which”  was  “to  enervate  the  mmd  and  impair  its  nobler  tpialitics,  to  iiurodtKx* 
a  hurtful  emulation  in  expense,  to  set  up  false  standards  of  merit,  to  ctmfound 
the  different  orders  in  society,  and  to  beget  an  aversion  to  serious  occupa- 
tion.”^^^^  The  Directors  expected  the  Governments  in  the  Presidencies  “m 
bestow  a  very  serious  attention  upon  it,  and  to  consider  of  the  means  by 
which  .  .  .  the  growing  taste  for  expensive  living,  amiisc'ineius  aiul  display” 
might  be  “repressed.”  They  “especially”  recommended  “this  interesting 
subject”  to  the  care  of  the  Governor-General  ancl  believed  that  to  him  it  wotild 
“appear  in  its  just  importance.” 

Evidently  as  a  result  of  this  a  proclamation  was  published  in  the  (uilciilla 
Gazette  of  22  November  1798,  under  the  signature  of  G.  H.  Barlow,  Secretary 
to  the  Government,  stating  that  “whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Riglu 
Honorable  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  that  several  places  in  the  vidtiity 
of  Calcutta  and  elsewhere  .  .  .  ared:)ccomc  the  ordinary  resort  of  disorderly 
persons  from  the  foreign  settlements  on  the  Sabbath  day:  And  that  at  such 
places  of  public  resort,  horse  races  arc  frequented  and  the  pernicious  practice 
of  gaming  prevails  to  the  scandal  of  the  British  Government  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  its  protection:  And  whereas  the  pro¬ 
fanation  of  the  day  set  apart  for  the  solemn  observance  of  public  worship 
is  a  practice  destructive  of  the  good  order  and  morals  of  society,  and  contrary 
to  the  duties  and  ordinances  of  the  Protestant  religion”,  the  Govcrnor-Ckiieral 
in  Council  directed  “all  magistrates  and  officers  commanding  at  military 
stations,  to  prohibit  horse  races  and  all  other  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
gaming  on  the  Sabbath  day.”  Any  person  guilty  of  disobedience  to  such 
prohibition  would  be  liable  “to  forfeit  the  protection  of  the  Honorable  the 
East  India  Company,  and  to  be  sent  to  Europe.”^ 
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Lord  Wellesley,  on  his  arrival  in  India,  “set  his  face  decidedly  against 
horse-racing  and  every  other  species  of  gamblingd®^  But  it  does  not  seem 
to  have  produced  the  desired  result.  Wellesley’s  mode  of  living  also  was  not 
likely  to  induce  a  craving  for  simpler  life.  Hickey,  for  instance,  never  lamented 
the  discouragement  of  his  favourite  pastime  by  the  Government.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  noted  with  obvious  glee  that  Wellesley  was  “in  no  way  sparing 
of  the  Company’s  cash”  and  that  his  establishments  “were  extravagant  in  the 
superlative  degree.” Lord  Valentia  noticed  that  “at  the  end  of  November 
1803  there  were  three  days’  races  at  a  small  distance  from  Calcutta”,  where 
“very  large  sums  were  betted,  and  of  course  were  lost  by  the  inexperienced.” 
The  young  servants  of  the  Company  were  encouraged  “to  every  species  of 
play”  by  “a  few  steady  and  practical  gamblers.”  Lord  Valentia  wondered  why 
they  were  not  “sent  away.”^^® 


Visitors  to  India 

A  few  words  may  be  said  about  the  foreigners  visiting  India  during  this 
period,  though  one  hardly  comes  across  any  well-known  name.  Stavorinus 
came  to  India  much  earlier,  while  Lord  Valentia  did  not  arrive  till  the 
beginning  of  the  next  century.  Except  perhaps  one,  viz.  Thomas  Hickey, 
no  visitor  to  India  towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  well  known 
in  his  time,  nor  is  any  remembered  by  posterity.  From  its  early  days  the 
East  India  Company,  obviously  with  a  view  to  protecting  its  commercial 
interests  from  interlopers,  maintained  a  policy  of  discouraging  foreigners,  other 
than  those  employed  by  the  Company  or  having  ostensible  business  in  the 
country,  coming  to  India.  An  Act  of  Parliament  in  1783  laid  down  that  a 
British  subject  found  in  India  without  a  proper  license  was  “liable  to  fine  and 
imprisonment.”^^^  In  1789  an  order  of  the  Governor-General  in  Council 
directed  that  the  commander  of  a  vessel  approaching  the  Hooghly  should  hand 
over  to  the  pilot  a  list  of  passengers,  stating  whether  they  had  the  necessary 
permission. It  was  also  decided  by  the  Court  of  Directors  in  1798  that 
“no  persons”  were  to  be  “allowed  or  admitted  to  practise  as  advocates  or  as 
solicitors  or  attorneys,  or  in  any  other  capacity  in  any  of  the  courts  of  justice”, 
unless  such  persons  had  previously  obtained  “the  Company’s  license  to  reside 
within  their  exclusive  limits  for  the  purpose  of  practising  the  law.”^^® 

But  in  spite  of  such  restrictions  India  was  not  closed  to  visitors  and  a 
number  of  them,  including  some  artists,  came  here  during  this  period.  No 
mention  is  naturally  made  in  these  papers  of  Robert  Home  who  arrived  in 
1790,  about  the  time  Zoffany  left  this  country.  There  is,  however,  a  casual 
reference  to  permission  granted  to  the  latter  to  return  to  Bengal  “to  settle 
his  private  affairs”  and  continue  as  a  painter.^^"^  The  Court’s  letter  dated 
26  January  1798  mentions  Thomas  Hickey  who  was  “permitted  to  proceed  to 

Valentia,  Voyages  and  Travels  to  India,  Ceylon,  the  Red  Sea,  Abyssinia  and  Egypt, 
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India  to  practice  in  his  profession  as  a  painter.”-^  This  obviously  his 
second  vish  to  India.  William  Hickey  writes,  “In  March  (1784  luy  namesake, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hickey,  the  portrait  painter  .  .  .,  nmved  in  Ikngal  with  an 
intention  of  following  his  profession,  and  afterwards  thcl  so  wuh  consu  erable 
success  He  stayed  in  India  till  the  beginning  ol  1/Jl  ,  a.s  \\  illiam  1  hi  key 
tells  us’,  “In  the  month  of  February  (1791)  my  namesake.  Mr.  hoinas  Hickey, 
the  painter,  took  his  passage  for  England.  .., 

riches’’^”  It  was  presumably  during  this  visit  that  I  boinas  Hickey  vviote 
his  book  on  Indian  Painting  and  Sculpture  published  in  tlalciitta  in  1788. 

During  his  second  visit  to  India  ^Phomas  Hickey  mostly  lived  in  South 
India  and  Bengal.  William  Hkkcy  did  not  have-  any  high  oimnon  ol  his 
artistic  ability.  Speaking  of  a  full-sized  portrait  of  his  dead  wife,  winch  had 
been  executed  in  1784  and  for  which  he  had  paid  him  2.0  Ml  rupees, 

William  Hickey  commented  that  the  picture  “although  uiuloiihiedly  a  hkene.ss 
was  by  no  means  a  favourable  or  pleasing  one.”'‘«  Another  pieiure  pamteii 
by  Thomas  Hickey,  “small  size  whole  lengths  of  Mr.  Kdnimul  Burke  and 
Mr  .Charles  Fox”,  William  Hickey  considered  “hut  an  indillereiu  perlonn- 
ance.”“®  But  William  Hickey’s  opinion  of  his  namesake  doe.s  am  appear  to 
have  been  shared  by  many.  Lord  Wellesley  sat  for  him  in  Madras  and  also 
acquired  a  series  of  sixteen  pictures  of  the  members  of  'Hpu  SuliaiPs  lanuly. 
painted  at  Seringapatam  or  Vellore  in  1800-1801. I  he  (..ak'utta  (fuzettf  of 
17  October  1799  published  an  advertisement  that  Thomas  Hickey  had  under¬ 
taken  to  paint  seven  pictures  “from  the  details  of  the  victory  on  die  4dt  of 
May  1799,  and  the  successive  events.”  The  list  included  the  siormiiig  of  the 
breach  at  Seringapatam,  the  interview  with  the  princc.s  in  the  iialace,  the 
finding  of  Tipu’s  body,  the  funeral  of  Tipu,  the  first  imerview  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Mysore  with  the  family  of  the  Raja,  the  reception  of  I  .haiiciiant 
Harris  with  the  colours  of  Tipu  in  Fort  St.  George,  and  the  [ilaciug  of  the 
Raja  on  the  masnad  of  Mysore.  From  these  pictures  engraviugs  made  “by 
eminent  artists  in  London”  were  sold.  The  “price  to  each  subscriber”  lo  the 
series  was  “135  sicca  rupees.”’^^ 


Thomas  Hickey  returned  to  Calcutta  from  the  south  in  1807  and  took  a 
house  in  Rani  Mudi  Gully  (now  called  British  Indian  Street)  for  n;suming  his 
profession  as  a  painter.  He  died  in  Madras  in  1824.'““ 

Another  artist,  George  Place,  was  permitted  to  proceed  to  Bengal  “to 
follow  his  profession  as  a  miniature  painter.”'"® 

Mention  should  also  be  made  of  Leopold  Fitchel,  “a  native  of  Vienna”, 
who  was  permitted  “to  proceed  to  Bengal  on  botanical  pursuits  on  hi.s  own 
account.”  The  Government  of  India  was  directed  by  the  Court  to  allow  him 
"to  proceed  to  such  part  of  the  Company’s  territories”  as  they  considered 
proper,  “for  the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining  information  and  improvement  in 
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the  service  which  he  wishes  to  promote  by  his  studies  and  researches.”  But 
he  was  not  to  be  granted  any  allowance  nor  to  be  placed  in  “any  situation 
whatever  in  the  Company’s  service. 


Ship-hiiilding 

Towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  India-built  ships  were  allowed 
to  proceed  to  England.  Twenty-seven  such  ships  “were  taken  up  by  Indian 
Governments  and  dispatched  to  England,  not  only  with  rice  but  also  with 
other  goods  on  account  of  the  merchants  in  India.”^^-"’  Lord  Wellesley  also 
“licensed  some  ships  to  proceed  to  London  in  1799  and  again  in  1800.”^^®  The 
East  India  Company  had  planned  a  modest  beginning  to  build  pilot  schooners 
in  India.  The  Governor-General’s  letter  to  the  Court  on  2  March  1797  stated 
that  it  had  been  proposed  to  build  three  vessels  of  similar  size  and  equipment, 
and  “in  order  to  ascertain  where  and  in  what  mode  the  best  vessels  for  the 
pilot  service”  could  be  “constructed  and  at  the  least  expense”,  it  was  resolved 
that  one  should  be  built  in  Bombay  and  two  in  Calcutta.  Of  the  latter  vessels 
one  was  to  be  “completed  by  contract”,  and  the  “hull  only  of  the  other” 
was  to  be  “provided  in  this  mode,  leaving  her  masts,  yards,  rigging  and  stores 
to  be  furnished  from  the  Company’s  marine  yard.”^-^  On  17  May  1798  the 
Court  was  informed  by  the  Governor-General  in  Council  that  the  Marine  Board 
had  recommended  that  “the  construction  or  repair  of  pilot  sloops,  of  the 
boats  which  form  the  state  establishment,  of  boats,  buoys,  and  all  builders’ 
work  of  whatever  nature  should,  in  all  practicable  cases,  be  executed  in  future 
through  the  agency  of  the  Company’s  officers.”  It  was  also  suggested  that  a 
new  office  known  as  that  of  the  “Master  Builder”  should  be  instituted  and 
that  “all  workmen  entertained  upon  the  establishment,  as  well  as  all  ship¬ 
builders’  work  now  executed  by  the  Master  Attendant  and  the  Naval  Store- 
Keeper  should  be  transferred  to  the  new  office.”^^®  The  Marine  Board  hoped 
that  the  new  arrangement  “would  occasion  a  saving  of  expense,  and  that  the 
service  would  be  more  satisfactorily  performed  than  it  has  hitherto  been.”^^® 

The  Directors  of  the  Company,  however,  did  not  share  the  optimism  of 
their  servants.  In  their  letter  to  the  Governor-General  in  Council  on  7  May 
1800,  they  expressed  very  serious  doubts  as  to  whether  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  Marine  Board  would  be  “ultimately  productive  of  any  saving  of  expense”  ; 
on  the  other  hand  it  was  feared  that  it  might  “lead  to  charges  in  their  nature 
at  present  incalculable.”^^®  The  Governor-General  in  Council  was  directed  to 
inform  the  Court,  after  the  completion  of  the  vessels,  of  “their  actual  cost, 
including  all  charges  whatsoever”  and  also  “every  possible  information  and 
calculation”,  to  enable  them  to  come  to  a  decision  on  “a  proposition  which 
upon  the  first  view  of  it”  appeared  “likely  to  entail  a  very  heavy  and  unnecessary 
permanent  expense  upon  the  Company. 
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Sundries 


Certain  sundry  information  in  the  correspondence  contained  in  this 
volume  is  quite  interesting.  There  is  a  reference  to  the  blowing  up  of  the 
Royal  Charlotte  on  8  October  1797  at  Kedgeree  due  to  an  accident  when  “every 
soul  on  board  perished. The  Calcutta  Gazette  of  12  October  1797  published 
particulars  of  the  incident  from  the  accounts  related  by  olheers  on  board  a 
Lighbouring  ship,  the  Britannia.  Another  interesting  item  is  the  representa¬ 
tion  made  in  1795  by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Calcutta  to  the  Covernor- 
General  on  the  “dangers  arising  from  the  erection  of  straw  huts  ’  in  tlu'  cityA^-‘ 
The  Advocate-General,  to  whom  the  matter  was  relerred,  gave  his  opinion 
that  under  the  Statute  the  Justices  had  no  adcciuate  power  or  authority  for 
“preventing  or  remedying  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the  c'rection  ol  habita¬ 
tions  in  Calcutta,  thatched  with  straw,  and  constructed  of  mats  and  other 
combustible  materials”,  but  that  there  was  a  bye-law  in  Ibrct'  which  prohibited 
“the  erection  of  such  habitations”  and  gave  certain  powers  “for  pulling  down 
all  such  habitations.”'’'-^  The  Governor-General  in  Council,  however,  [loinied 
out  that  “a  very  considerable  proportion  of  the  lower  classics  ol  tlu*  inhabitants 
of  Calcutta,  who  cannot  afford  to  build  brick  houses,  live  in  malted  buildings 
covered  with  thatch,  preferring  this  mode  of  covering  tlu'ir  Inabitations  to  tiles, 
not  only  from  its  cheapness,  but  from  its  affording  a  bmter  delenca*  against 
the  excessive  heat  and  the  inclemency  of  the  wetither  in  the  rainy  setison.” 
An  order  prohibiting  the  use  of  mat  or  thatch  would  be  inor(‘  rt'semed  than 
the  chance  of  an  occasional  fire,  and  would  probably  result  in  a  large  number 
of  them  abandoning  the  city.  The  Govcrnor-Gener<al  thert'lorc'  “did  not  ihink 
it  proper  to  take  any  further  steps.”'''*''^  Carey,  however,  riders  to  a  Ihilice  order 
issued  on  13  May  1800,  prohibiting  the  use  of  “mats,  straw,  grass,  or  other 
substance  or  materials  of  a  like  combustible  nature”  for  covering  “nu'ssuagc, 
dwelling-house,  shop,  shed,  building  or  edifice,  within  the  limits  of  the  town 
of  Calcutta.”  The  order  also  laid  down  that  no  “straw  of  the  kind  used  for 
thatching  houses”  would  be  permitted  to  be  brought  into  the  town,  and  that 
“bamboos,  or  garran  sticks,  mats,  or  other  materials  of  a  like  comlmsTible 
nature”  would  not  be  “allowed  to  be  collected  together  in  any  large  quantity.” 
Stores  of  such  mateidals  within  the  city  were  to  be  removed  within  fifteen 
days.'^®  The  order  does  not  seem  to  have  been  properly  enforced,  or,  if  it  was, 
it  must  have  been  relaxed  soon  after. 


The  Directors'  letter  dated  27  July  1796  refers  to  the  “Governor-Generars 
proposition  for  making  a  canal  of  communication  between  the  Ganges  and  the 
Houghley  river.”'®^  Tliis  evidently  is  the  same  as  R.  H.  Colcl)rook(‘’s  “pro¬ 
posals  for  cutting  a  canal  between  the  Ganges  and  Hooglily  rivers”  for 
improving  communication.'^®  The  plan  was  submitted  for  the  inspection  of 
Major  Rennell  who  was  then  in  England,  and  was  adversely  commented  upon 
by  him.  The  “advantage  of  a  nearer  route  to  and  from  Calcutta  and  the 
Upper  Provinces”,  he  wrote,  “has  always  been  self-evident” ;  but,  according 
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to  him,  the  purpose  would  hardly  be  served  by  the  proposed  canal  as  he  was 
doubtful  of  “its  continuing  open  long.”^^^  The  Surveyor-General  in  India  held 
a  more  favourable  opinion.  The  Court  of  Directors  were  naturally  influenced 
by  the  opinion  of  Major  Rcnnell  and  ordered  that  “the  proposed  work”  was 
not  to  be  commenced  without  their  “previous  approbation.”^*^*^ 


Material  for  History 

By  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  was  a  growing  curiosity  among 
Englishmen  in  England  and  India  about  the  Company’s  Indian  territories. 
The  history  and  literature  of  India,  as  also  her  flora  and  fauna,  were  yet  to 
be  properly  studied,  and  it  was  for  this  that  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  was 
founded  in  1784.  Attempts  were  also  directly  made  by  the  Government  for 
securing  information.  In  1794  they  employed  Lieutenant  (afterwards  Captain) 
J.  T.  Blunt  of  the  Bengal  Engineers  for  exploring  a  route  through  that  part 
of  India  which  lies  between  Berar,  Orissa  and  the  Northern  Circars.  Blunt 
left  Chunar  on  28  January  1795  and  reached  his  destination  Rajahmundry 
on  24  May.  His  narrative  of  the  route  was  subsequently  published  in  the 
Asiatic  Annual  Register  (of  1800)  and  in  a  slightly  modified  form  in  the  Asiatic 
Researches  (volume  7).  A  copy  of  the  narrative  was  also  forwarded  by  the 
Governor-General  in  Council  to  the  Court.^'^^  In  their  letter  dated  25  May 
1798  the  Directors  stated  that  Blunt  had  “conducted  himself  very  ably  and 
successfully”  and  had  brought  to  view  “many  curious  and  interesting  parti¬ 
culars  respecting  that  wild  tract  through  which  he  passed,  and  its  barbarous 
inhabitants.”^'^^  They,  however,  considered  that  “enough”  had  “not  yet  been 
done  by  the  Company  to  explore  the  hill  countries  appertaining  or  adjacent” 
to  the  Company’s  territories,  “and  to  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
various  tribes  of  men,  more  or  less  savage,  by  whom  they  are  occupied.”^'^^ 
The  Court  recommended  to  the  Governor-General  that  investigation  might  be 
made  on  “the  geography  and  natural  productions  of  the  hills,  the  languages, 
manners,  customs,  arts,  laws,  traditions,  religions,  or  mythological  tenets, 
objects  of  worship,  superstitious  practices,  tempers  and  clispositions  of  the 
various  communities  which  occupy  the  hilly  countries”,  and  the  affinity 
“between  them  and  the  people  of  the  plains.”^'^^ 

Substantial  contributions  to  the  natural  history  of  the  country  were  made 
by  Dr.  Patrick  Russell,  a  former  Botanist  of  the  East  India  Company.  On 
his  retirement  from  service  in  1789  he  presented  to  the  East  India  Company 
“a  valuable  manuscript  account  of  Indian  serpents  collected  on  the  coast  of 
Choromandel.”  The  Court  considered  that  the  information  contained  therein 
would  prove  “highly  useful  to  the  medical  gentlemen  and  others  in  India” 
and  “thought  fit  to  publish  it.”^^^  The  book  contained  “description  of 
forty-three  serpents,  illustrated  with  coloured  engravings,  experiments  on  the 
effects  of  their  bites — and  their  several  remedies — miscellaneous  experiments 
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and  remarks  with  a  few  observations  on  the  apparatus  provided  liy  Nature  for 
preparing  and  instilling  the  poisons.”''**'  When  Dr.  Russell  died  in  1805  the 
latter  part  of  his  work  was  still  in  the  Press.  However,  he  had  been  .able  to 
write  the  preface  where  he  stated  that  “a  part  only  of  the  [irojeeted  design” 
had  been  “executed”,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  “the  plan  will  not  Only  continue 
to  be  prosecuted  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  but,  in  time  will  lie  so”  extended 
as  to  comprehend  the  entire  tribe  of  Indian  serpents.”'  ''  The  same  desire  was 
expressed  by  the  Directors  when  they  wrote  to  the  Covernor-Cener.al  in  Council 
that  the  “history  of  Indian  serpents,  of  which  the  ])resent  forms  only  ;t  part, 
should  be  rendered  as  complete  as  possible.”  'riiey,  therefore,  directed  the 
Government  of  India  to  use  their  “best  endeavours  for  collecting  and  .sending 
him  from  time  to  time  colored  drawings,  descriptions  ;ind  specimens  in  s|)irits 
of  all  such  as  may  not  be  comprehended”  in  Dr.  Russell’s  work.  The  Medical 
Board  was  to  be  instructed  “to  solicit  the  free  comnmnictition  of  all  such 
experiments  and  observations  relative  to  the  elTeets  of  the  poi.son  of 
serpents^.  .  .  as  well  as  to  the  effects  of  the  means  employed  by  wtiy  of 
remedy.”****  Detailed  hints  were  given  for  the  collection  of  siiecimens.'  drawings 
and  methods  of  observation  for  the  benelit  of  the  lay  public.  ” 


The  Court’s  interest  in  the  collection  of  information  .about  India  was 
also  manifested  in  a  letter  written  to  the  Governor-Genertd  in  Council  on  9  M;iy 
1797,  calling  upon  the  servants  of  the  Company  to  transmit  to  the  Government 
the  data  they  might  be  able  to  secure  on  the  “chronology,  gcogrtiphy.  govern¬ 
ment,  laws,  political  revolutions,  the  progrc.ssive  sttigcs  of  tlu-  useful  arts, 
manufactures,  sciences,  and  of  the  fine  arts,  and  ptiriicularly  on  tlie  former 
and  present  state  of  internal  and  foreign  trade.”*'*"  d’ho  informtuion  thus 
OTllected  was  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Court  for  enabling  "the  Company's 
mstonographer  to  complete  a  general  history  of  the  British  .alf.airs  in  the 

information  was  intended,  htid 
publ^hed  anonymously  in  1793  a  work  named  Historical  View  oj  Plans  for 
the  Government  of  British  India.  But  he  is  better  known  as  the  author  of 
*e  Annals  of  the  East  India  Company  publLshcd  in  1810.  Bruce  was  apitointed 
Keeper  of  the  Stam  Papers  in  July  1792  and  next  year  he  became  the  East 
India  Company  s  Historiographer,  a  post  which  he  held  jointly  with  Grmc 
tiff  the  latter  s  death  m  1801.*’*  Bruce  "persuaded  the  Company  to  .send  out 
officid  instruction_  for  the  collection  of  materials  for  his  history  of  lndi;L*'''“ 
The  Courts  directive  in  their  letter  of  9  May  1797  was  apiiarently  the  result  of 

c  „•  1  Presidency,  a  quantity  of  useful  materials”  was  collected 

But  m  oAer  parts  of  India”  Bruce’s  “demands  were  practically  ignored.”*'’-'  ' 

contfStiW  of  India,  the  Directors  were 

contemplating  Ae  institution  of  a  public  repository  ...  for  oriental  writings.” 
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Ihcy  had  noticed  that  of  late  years”  there  was  a  “frequent  practice”  among 
tlic  servants  of  the  East  India  Company  “to  make  collections  of  oriental  manus¬ 
cripts.  dhe  manuscripts  in  private  possession,  were,  however,  “in  danger  of 
being  neglected,  and  at  length  in  a  great  measure  lost  to  Europe  as  well  as 
to  India.  This  would  lead  to  “a  progressive  diminution  of  the  original  stock”, 
and  India  might  ‘at  length  be  much  thinned  of  its  literary  stores  without 
greatly  enriching  Europe.”  In  order  to  “prevent  in  part  this  injury  to  letters” 
the  Directors  considered  that  attempts  should  be  made  for  the  aecumulation 
and  preseia  ation  of  manuscripts.  It  was  not  intended  that  the  Company  should 
incur  “considerable  expense  in  forming  a  collection  of  Eastern  books”  ;  but 
it  was  suggested  that  allotment  might  be  made  of  a  “suitable  apartment  for 
the  purpose  of  an  oriental  repository  in  the  additional  buildings  now  erecting 
in  Ixadenhall  Street.”  Manuscripts  “transmitted  to  that  repository”  would  be 
“carefully  preserved  and  registered  there.”''*'  This  collection  would  include 
Arabic  and  Persian  works  as  well  as  manuscripts  in  Sanskrit  “or  in  any  ancient 
dialects  of  the  Hindoos.” "*'* 

In  this  connection  it  would  be  interesting  to  refer  to  a  meeting  of  the 
Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  held  on  6  December  1798,  when  John  Gilchrist,  the 
well-known  Persian  and  Hindi  scholar,  made  certain  suggestions  for  the  con¬ 
sideration.  of  the  Society.  One  of  his  proposals  was  that  the  Committee  of 
Papers  or  the  Secretary  “be  empowered  to  purchase  at  the  sale  of  books  in  this 
country,  such  as  are  rare  and  valuable  in  the  Asiatick  languages,  with  the 
patriotick  idea  of  forwarding  the  originals,  or  copies  of  them,  to  the  new  British 
Indian  Repository,  and  for  the  express  purpose  of  evincing  our  zeal  to  second, 
in  a  prompt  manly  manner,  the  late  efforts  of  the  Court  of  Directors  whose 
patronage  in  the  first  instance  should  rather  be  earned  by  actual  services  of 
this  kind,  than  by  merely  exciting  splendid  expectations  in  the  course  of 
Oriental  learning.”  Gilchrist  suggested  that  “a  portion  of  the  present  funds” 
of  the  Society  might  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose. The  suggestion  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Papers  for  consideration  and  report.'’'^  At  the 
Society's  meeting  held  on  10  January  1799,  Gilchrist’s  proposal  was  found  un¬ 
acceptable.  The  Society  agreed  with  the  Committee’s  opinion  “that  the  present 
state  of  the  Society’s  funds  and  the  object  for  which  they  arc  accumulating 
will  not  admit  of  the  adoption  of  this  proposition.”'"*^ 

It  is  not  necessary  to  multiply  instances.  An  examination  of  the  following 
pages  will  indicate  the  Company’s  growing  interest  in  its  Indian  territories. 
Trade  was  still  the  primary  concern  of  the  India  House,  but  the  empire  across 
the  seas,  which  had  taken  shape,  demanded  the  attention  of  the  authorities 
in  England.  Information  about  the  history  and  culture  of  the  Company’s 
possession,  collected  unofficially,  would  reach  England  through  a  channel  like 
the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal.  The  documents  in  this  volume  give  some  idea 
of  the  attempts  officially  made  by  the  Company  in  this  direction,  and  of  the 
changing  character  of  its  government. 

'•"***  Public  letter  from  Court,  25  May  1798,  para  105. 
para  107. 

Proceedings  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  6  December  1 798.  The  Committee 
of  Papers  consisted  of  the  President,  the  Secretary  and  four  other  members. 

Ibid.,  13  December  1798. 

10  January  1799. 


LETTERS  FROM 


COURT 


PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 

I 

LETTER  DATED  5  JANUARY  1796 

Death  of  Captain  Light  and  appointment  of  Mannington  in  his  place  as 
Superintendent  of  Prmce  of  Wales  Island — appointment  of  chaplains  in  Bengal 
— hospital  at  Calcutta  for  ?iatives — new  Court  House  for  the  use  of  the  Supre^ne 
Court  of  Judicature — Consultations  badly  written  and  full  of  mistakes — dis¬ 
missal  of  Forster. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  28th 
October  1795. 

2.  By  the  Danish  ship  Bergen,  our  Secretary  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Hay,  dated  the  28th  May  last. 

3.  Our  Secretary  has  also  received  overland,  a  letter  from  Mr.  George 
Hillaro  Barlow,  your  Sub-Secretary,  dated  the  27th  July  last,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to  us  in  the  Revenue  Department,  dated  the  15th  May  last. 

4.  We  shall  reply  by  the  present  opportunity  to  your  letter  in  the  Public 
Department  of  the  24th  December  1791 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  the  24th  December  1794 

(1)  Transmitting  copies  of  former  ^ 
advices  of  the  18th  August  1794. 

(2-16)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  in  the  Public  Department  of  the 
19th  February  and  23rd  April  1794. 

(17)  Mentions  the  receipt  of  two 

letters  from  Mr.  Secretary  Ramsay  of 

the  9th  March  and  the  23rd  April 

1794.  r  XT  1  1 

5.  Need  no  reply. 

(18)  Acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  Court’s  Separate  General  Letter  of 
the  23rd  April  1794,  relative  to  the 
finances,  and  that  it  will  be  answered 
by  a  future  opportunity. 

(19)  Mentions  Lord  Hobart  having 
taken  charge  of  the  government  of 
Fort  St.  George,  the  7  th  September 
1794. 
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(37)  Mentions  the  appointment  of 
Captain  Andrew  Glass,  on  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Captain  Robert  Hamilton, 
to  be  commanding  officer  of  Prince  of 
Wales  Island. 

(38)  Advising  that  the  settlers  at 
the  Andamans  were  more  healthy  in 
the  last  season  than  they  had  been  in 
the  preceding  one. 

(39)  Relative  to  Major  Kyd’s  report 
on  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  his  topo¬ 
graphical  survey  of  the  surface  of  the 
island  and  his  state  of  the  fortifica¬ 
tions. 


(40-43)  Relative  to  a  law  question  " 
respecting  Mr.  Edward  Galley,  for- 
nierly  Superintendant  of  the  northern 
districts  of  the  province  of  Malabar. 

(44-52)  Concerning  a  question 
whether  under  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
government  had  authority  to  impose 
a  duty,  and  collect  a  revenue  upon  ^ 
the  vend  of  spirituous  liquors  within 
the  town  of  Calcutta. 


of  your  subscciucnt  dispatch  of  the 
8th  March  last,  we  coniinn  the  aug¬ 
mentation  you  have  made  to  the 
Superintendant’s  salary.  We  likewise 
approve  of  the  other  measures  advis¬ 
ed  ill  that  dispatch  relative  to  Prince 
of  Wales  Island. 

13.  We  have  perustal  the  tan-y  able 
and  impartial  report,  part  tlu‘  first, 
from  Major  Kycb'  ix‘fcrred  to  iu  the 
5th  paragraph  of  your  lettm*  in  this 
Department  of  the  20th  Marcli  last 
upon  the  comparative  advatuagt‘  of 
the  two  settUanents  at  Prince  of  \\^ales 
Island  and  the  Andamans,  But  as 
you  have  declared  your  intention  of 
communieaiing  to  tis  your  stauiments 
upon  this  snhji'et  liy  the-  next  ship, 
and  as  we  had  prc'viously  desired  your 
opinion  thereon,  w<^  sliall  not  (auer  at 
this  time  into  tlu*  I’ousitha'ation 
thereof. 

14  Nce<ls  no  rt*ply.  W(‘  must 
observe  however  that  the  t'ommunic'a- 
tion  in  this  paragrapli,  shouhl  have 
been  from  the  Military  Dejiartnuau. 

15.  Nvvih  no  replv. 


16.  We  liavc  already  oliserved  on 

Major  Kycl’s  reporr  rc-Iativo  to  IMncc 
of  Wales  fsland,  and  vve  direct  that 
you  transmit  to  ns  a  copy  of  the 
survey  and  statement  of  the  foniftca- 
tions  mentioned  in  this  panigraph. 


17.  Will  be  rcitlicd  to  in  the  I.aw 

Department. 
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(53)  Mentions  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Dashwood  of  the  collectorship  of 
the  taxes  and  of  that  duty  being 
annexed  to  the  office  of  the  Collector 
of  Calcutta,  with  a  commission  of  10 
per  cent  on  the  amount  realized  by 
him. 

(54)  Mentions  that  the  balance 
sheet  of  the  Police  accounts  under  the 
old  bye  law  exhibits  a  deficiency  of 
rupees  (4,79,606-6-8)  four  lacs  seventy- 
nine  thousand  six  liundrcd  and  six, 
six  annas  and  eight  pice,  of  which 
there  is  no  expectation  of  realizing 
any  considerable  part. 

(55-56)  Referring  to  the  proceed¬ 
ings  at  a  general  quarter  sessions  res¬ 
pecting  the  assessment  for  the  town 
of  Calcutta  a  part  of  which  only  have 
been  confirmed. 

(57-58)  Recommending  an  increase 
in  the  salary  of  the  Persian  Transla¬ 
tor. 


(59)  Transmitting  a  memorial 
from  Mr.  Herbert  Harris. 


18.  We  are  sorry  that  there  is  so 
large  a  balance  as  rupees  (4,79,606-6-8) 
four  lacs,  seventynine  thousand  six 
hundred  and  six,  six  annas  and  eight 
pice,  in  the  Police  accounts  under  the 
old  bye  law,  and  we  rely  upon  the 
exertion  of  your  endeavours  to  reduce 
it  as  much  as  possible. 

19.  Will  be  replied  to  in  the  Law 
Department. 


20.  We  have  perused  the  Governor 
Generars  minute  of  the  29th  August 
1795,  and  for  the  reasons  therein 
assigned,  we  yield  to  your  earnest  re¬ 
commendation  in  favor  of  the  Persian 
Translator,  and  agree  that  his  salary 
shall  be  increased  from  sicca  rupees 
(1,500)  one  thousand  five  hundred  per 
month  to  sicca  rupees  (2,500)  two 
thousand  five  hundred,  to  commence 
from  the  receipt  hereof. 

21.  We  have  considered  the  memo¬ 
rial  of  Mr.  Herbert  Harris,  referred 
to  in  this  paragraph,  stating  the 
various  and  successive  causes  of  his 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  and  pray¬ 
ing  to  be  exonerated  from  a  debt  due 
to  the  Company  on  account  of 
advances  made  to  him  in  1781,  for 
the  provision  of  the  investment  at 
Keerpoy,  Hurripaul  and  Chander- 
conah  aurungs.  From  the  circum¬ 
stances  therein  set  forth,  from  the 
testimony  borne  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  their  proceedings  of  the 
23rd  of  November  1784  to  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  Mr.  Harris’s  character  as  a 
man  of  probity,  industry  and  abilities, 
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(60)  Mentions  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Edward  Hale  Adderly,  a  writer. 

(61)  Advising  the  death  of  several 
civil  servants. 

(62)  Mentions  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Ball  to  serve  the  office  of  Sheriff. 

(63)  Advising  the  appointment  of 
the  Revd.  Mr.  Brown  to  be  Junior 
Chaplain  at  the  Presidency  on  the 
resignation  of  the  Revd.  Mr.  Owen. 


and  from  your  more  recent  certificate, 
in  the  paragraph  before  us,  of  his 
fidelity  and  zeal  during  a  long  service 
of  near  thirty  years,  and  your  entire 
belief  of  the  facts  stated  in  his  memo- 
rial  and  further  that  the  (!istn\ss  in 
which  he  is  involved  can  in  no  respect 
be  attributed  to  au|y|  other  cause 
titan  those  which  be  has  assigned  for 
it,  we  have  agreed  to  comply  vviih  the 
prayer  of  his  ttnanorial,  and  Itiavhv 
exonerate  him  from  his  dt‘ht  to  the 
Company,  on  aecounr  of  tht‘  advances 
made  to  hitn  for  i1k‘  inv(*stment, 
amounting  as  per  (|uiek  stock  dated 
ilie  llth  March  Iasi,  to  siccn  rupees 
(SS\966)  eighty  eight  thou  sand  luut* 
hundred  aitd  sixty  six. 

22.  Altliough  we  have  in  this  in¬ 
stance  yielded  to  the  strong  and 
pointed  recommtitdation  td'  our 
Governor  Gem‘ra!  in  ( Council  and 
under  the  firm  persuasion,  that  after 
the  long  and  meritorious  services  of 
Mr.  Harris,  he  is  altogethtu*  inetipahlf 
of  paying  the  balance  dm*  to  us,  yet  it 
must  be  understood  that  we  dt)  tiot 
mean  in  futiux^  to  relax  from  the 
general  principle  of  rta|uiriug  front 
contractors  and  their  stx-urities  a  sirit't 
performanct^  of  tlieir  t‘ngagt*ments 
with  the  Company. 


^  23.  Need  no  reply. 


24.  We  approve  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Revd.  Mr.  Brown  ut  h<‘ 
Junior  Chaplain  at  your  Presklency 
on  the  resignation  of  tht‘  Revd.  Mr. 
Owen.  The  claim  of  the  Revd.  Mr. 
Carr  to  that  chaplaincy  submitted  to 
us  in  your  subsequent  dispatch  t>f  the 
5th  February  last  on  the  ground  of 
our  original  orders  respecting  him 
cannot  he  admitted, 
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(64-66)  Establislimcnts  for  the  pro¬ 
vincial  mints  and  salary  and  allow¬ 
ances  to  the  Assay  Masters. 


25.  In  our  appointments  of  chap¬ 
lains  in  future  we  shall  attend  to  the 
distinction  you  suggest ;  we  are 
aware  that  there  is  not  in  that  line 
any  strict  rule  of  succession  by  senior¬ 
ity  to  the  chaplaincy  of  the  Presi¬ 
dency,  but  we  think  it  highly  neces¬ 
sary  that  you  should  in  such  cases 

^attend  particularly  to  the  fitness  of 
the  person  to  be  appointed.  And  we 
rake  occasion  also  to  observe,  that  this 
subject  does  not  often  come  under  our 
consideration,  yet  you  cannot  render 
a  more  acceptable  service  to  us  and 
the  public  than  by  watching  the 
conduct  of  this  class  of  our  servants 
and  enforcing  a  regular  and  faithful 
discharge  of  the  important  duties  of 
their  situation. 

26.  Wc  have  referred  the  papers 
entered  upon  your  consultation  of  5th 
May,  and  to  your  proceedings  of 
4th  August  1794,  and  have  likewise 
perused  the  Mint  Master’s  letters  of 
the  21st  October,  and  the  20th  of 
November  1794,  referred  to  in  the 
54th  paragraph  of  your  subsequent 
dispatch  of  the  5th  February  last,  and 
having  duly  considered  the  same  wc 
approve  of  the  augmentation  to  the 
salaries  of  the  Assay  Masters,  and  of 
the  revised  establishments  for  the. 
mints  at  Patna,  Dacca  and  Moorshed- 
abacl,  upon  the  whole  of  which 
establishments  a  saving,  we  observe, 
has  been  effected.  From  what  is  stated 
by  the  Mint  Master  in  his  letter 
beforementioned,  wc  may  shortly 
expect  your  report  on  a  revision  of 
the  establishment  for  the  mint  at 
Calcutta. 


(67)  Mentions  their  having  author-  27.  Under  a  firm  persuasion  that 
ized  some  additional  buildings  in-  these  buildings  were  necessary,  we 
dispensably  necessary  to  the  purposes  approve  of  the  disbursements  you 
of  the  mint  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  have  ordered  in  consequence. 

sa.  rupees  (12,609)  twelve  thousand 
six  hundred  and  nine. 

(68)  Allowance  to  Mr.  Spalding  for  28.  For  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
repairing  the  apparatus  belonging  to  Assay  Master’s  letter  of  the  18th 
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the  Assay  Office  and  laboratory. 


(69)  Stationary. 

(70-74)  Native  Hospital  at  Cal¬ 
cutta. 


(75-76)  Mention  that  the  house 
building  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Botanical  Garden  will  soon  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

(77)  Representation  from  the 
judges  on  the  inefficiency  of  the 
present  Court  House  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  office  of  the  Supreme 
Court 


(78-79)  Advising  sale  of  promissory 
notes  bearing  interest  of  6  per  cent  at 
a  discount  of  Rs.  13^  to  3  per  cent  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  oft  bonds  and 
notes  at  8  per  cent. 


Novenilx'r  1794,  we  approve'  of  the 
allowance  of  syi.  rupees  (!50)  one 
hundred  and  fifty  per  tuomli  for 
keeping  in  constant  la^pair  the  appa¬ 
ratus  l)elongiug  to  tlu‘  Assay  Office 
and  laboratory, 

29,  Will  be  n'phetl  to  hereaft(T. 

30.  In  the  31st  paragraph  of  our 
Public  dispatch  dated  3rd  Jtdv  last  we 
signified  our  tipprohat ion  of  tiu'  insti¬ 
tution  of  ti  hospital  at  Cah'utUi  for 
the  natives,  and  of  tin*  allowatiee  you 
had  grantt'd  of  nipt'cs  (600)  six 
liundrt'd  pta*  nionih  in  aid  thert'of, 
lh('  papt'rs  to  which  von  havt'  re- 
ft'rrt'd  ns  upon  this  snhjei't  in  the 
panigraplis  ht'fort'  ns  (those  nuaniou- 
Vi]  in  the  57lh  paragrapli  of  vonr  dis 
patch  of  tlu‘  5th  hehniarv  1795  not 
ht'ing  reetavta!)  Iiavt*  hetat  p(a*ns<al  and 
the  fnnlua*  aid  yon  havt'  agnaal  to 
extend  to  this  eharitv,  nuauioued  iw 
ptiragraph  73.  Itas  likewist'  received 
our  tipprohation. 

31.  Ntaal  ito  r(*ply. 


32,  1he  62nd  paragrapit  of  our 
lettta'  in  tlu^  Pnl)lit‘  Dt'parrmem  of 
I5ih  April  last  (aunains  our  appnffia- 
lion  of  your  proeeialings  redative  to 
the  old  and  tin*  erection  of  a  new 
C/Hirt  House  lor  the  nst*  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  We 
have  read  the  ttddress  from  tin:  jndgt*s 
of  the  6th  August  1794.  eindosed  in 
the  packet  per  R(>st\  and  approve  of 
pur  htiving  givc*ti  orders  for  provid¬ 
ing  them  with  such  ofliees  as  werv  in- 
dispensahly  necessary^  tuid  of  the  tem¬ 
porary  estahlislnnent,  and  allowance 
to  the  Keeper  of  the  Retards. 

33.  The  advantages  nxsnhing  to  the 
Company  from  the  measures  hen^  mh 
vis(‘d  are  so  evident  tlmt  !h(‘y  liave 
our  entire  approltatiojt. 
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(80)  Forwarding  a  memorial  from 
Mr.  Cuthbert  Fenwick. 


34.  As  we  have  already  signified 
our  approbation  of  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Boswell  to  the  office  of  Marine 
Paymaster  and  Naval  Storekeeper  at 
your  Presidency,  it  is  unnecessary  for 
us  to  make  any  observation  on  the 
memorial  you  have  transmitted  to  us 
from  Mr.  Cuthbert  Fenwick. 


(81)  Advising  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


35.  Needs  no  reply.  ^ 


36.  Wc  arc  unable  to  answer  your  subsequent  letters  in  the  Public 
Department  for  want  of  the  i^rocccdings  to  which  they  refer,  which  come 
no  lower  than  to  28th  November  1794.  Your  consultations  in  the  Political, 
Foreign  and  Military  Departments  do  not  come  beyond  the  30th  June  1794  ; 
the  last  date  in  those  of  the  Commercial  Department  is  the  28th  November 
1794.  Wc  must  observe  also  that  the  consultations  in  the  Public  and  Com¬ 
mercial  Departments  arc  very  imperfect,  several  days’  Proceedings  being 
entirely  omitted.  The  consultations  wanting  to  complete  the  broken  sett  in 
the  Military  Department  for  1793,  though  promised  in  your  Secretary’s  letter 
of  August  1794  to  be  sent  by  a  future  dispatch,  have  not  yet  been  received. 
We  must  also  remark  that  no  indexes  accompanied  the  broken  sett  of  the 
Military  and  Political  consultations  of  1793  and  1794.  Wc  must  observe  further 
that  your  Military  and  Political  consultations  arc  not  only  badly  written,  but 
arc  also  full  of  false  spelling,  and  appear  to  have  been  copied  by  black  writers 
or  by  persons  not  understanding  the  English  language,  although  by  the 
signature  at  the  end  of  each  day’s  proceedings  they  appear  to  have  been 
examined  by  an  European.  It  is  necessary  to  remind  you  of  our  former  orders 
respecting  the  monthly  writers  employed  by  you  and  to  require  your  attention 
thereto,  but  we  trust  w^c  shall  have  no  cause  for  similar  complaint  in  future, 
that  our  junior  servants  be  kept  more  strictly  to  their  duty,  and  that  your 
consultations  will  be  regularly  transmitted  to  us  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
in  the  127th  paragraph  of  our  letter  in  the  Public  Department  of  the  3rd 
July  last. 

37.  The  following  is  an  answer  to  such  parts  of  your  dispatches  as  have 
been  transferred  from  the  Secret  Department. 


Secret  Letter  30th  December  1794 


(23)  Transmitting  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Lord  Macartney. 


38.  Wc  arc  sorry  to  observe  by  the 
72nd  paragraph  of  your  letter  in  the 
Public  Department  of  the  5th  of 
February  1795,  that  the  plants  men¬ 
tioned  by  Lord  Macartney  to  have 
been  sent  to  you  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Dunviddie,  were  upon  their 
arrival  to  all  appearance  dead,  except 
some  of  the  tallow  tree  and  two  of 


A 
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PUBLIC  LFXfER  FROM  COtHCr 


the  vaniisli  tnr.  You  will  a('t|ii;unt 
us  how  far  th(‘  hopes  cmcnahiod  by 
Dr.  Roxburgh  that  some  of  the  tea 
plants  may  still  shoot  up  from  tlu‘  hull 
Itave  been  realized. 


(24-25)  Transmitting  several  papers 
relative  to  a  voyage  of  discovery  to 
the  coast  of  New  Guinea  etc. 


(36)  Referring  to  papers  rehitive  to 
the  improper  conduct  of  Mr.  Williu. 
Duane. 


39.  We  hav('  perusc'd  the  very  ('om- 
preheusive  ininutt*  td'  tlu‘  (Jovernor 
General  Uj)o!i  tliis  subjetU  dated  the 
2Sth  Novtiulxa-  1794,  aitd  for  the 
rcaasoiis  thtaain  assigntal,  approve^  of 
your  having  di'clined  authorizing  a 
s(‘ttltnneni  on  the  (Yinpanv’s  account 
on  th('  north  east  coast  of  New 
(hiinea. 

‘10.  W<‘  highiv  appro\e  of  voiir 

conduct  itt  stmding'  home  this  turbn- 
Itail  and  scalitions  pm’son  atul  his 
suhstapu'nt  ht'havior  sin<('  his  arrival 
juslilit's  vour  proceedings. 

41.  You  may  hc‘  asstired  that  in 
(‘very  just  and  temperait'  (-xta'cist*  of 
your  authority  in  t'ases  of  this  mtture 
you  will  not  only  receive'  our  stipport 
l)ut  merit  our  partictilar  thanks. 

42.  It  is  neeessarv  to  observa*  that 
Mr.  Duane  iit  Umgth  It  ad  naanirst'  to 
the  plea  of  htdng  a  stdtjt'cr  of  the 
American  Stattss,  this  suggests  the 
necessity  of  your  Ix'ing  cautious  not 
to  admit  in  any  Departimmis  of  trust 
and  conftdenc'e  aitv  foreigiu'r  what¬ 
ever,  for  it  appears  that  this  very 
person  was  employed  tnultw  the 
SeciTtary  of  your  (htvernmem. 


43.  In  our  letter  to  your  Presidency  in  ihc  Judicial  Dcparimein  dated 
the  15th  April  last,  we  acquainted  yoti  that  we  liad  dismissed  Mr.  lleiirv  Pitl.s 

Collector  at  Tipperah,  from  the  Compauv’s  servici-,  on  ticeouut 
of  his  inhumanity  towards  Subdeer  Mahmed  ;ind  Malimed  Dtinish,  luiihs  of 
the  zemindar  of  Amberabad. 

44.  We  have  lately  received  a  petition  in  heh.alf  of  Mr.  h'orsier  pravinv 
pat  he  may  be  restored  to  the  Company’s  service  or  that  if  we  should' not 
fee  ourselves  justified  m  reversing  the  sentence  of  dismis.sion,  thttt  we  would 
call  on  our  Governor  General  m  Council  for  a  more  full  ;ind  explanatory  state 


do  not  see  any  reasons  from  the  materials  now  before 
us  to  alter  our  opinion  of  the  misconduct  of  Mr.  Forster,  yet  we  think  that 
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part  of  the  petition  which  prays  reference  to  Bengal,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  further  explanation  of  his  conduct,  and  the  opinion  of  our  Governor 
General  on  the  ill  consequences  to  be  apprehended  therefrom,  deserves  atten¬ 
tion,  we  therefore  transmit  for  your  consideration  a  copy  of  the  said  petition, 
and  direct  that  you  report  to  us  whether  Mr.  Forster’s  general  conduct  has 
been  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  a  favorable  reconsideration  of  the  business 
and  what  eifect  the  punishment  Mr.  Forster  inflicted  on  Subdeer  Mahmed, 
and  Mahmed  Danish,  has  had  on  the  minds  of  the  natives  in  general,  and 
also  that  you  furnish  us  with  such  further  information  as  you  may  be  able 
to  obtain  on  his  case  in  order  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  determine  whether 
his  misconduct  towards  those  natives  has  rendered  him  totally  unworthy  to 
receive  any  favor  at  our  hands. 

46.  In  consequence  of  an  application  we  received  from  your  Presidency 
from  Monuo  and  Lall,  sara7igs,  a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted  herewith, 
respecting  wages  said  to  be  due  to  two  iinclals  and  thirty  three  lascars  who 
were  employed  on  board  the  ship  William  Piltj  we  directed  Captain  Mitchell 
to  consider  their  claims  and  afford  them  such  relief  as  they  were  entitled  to. 
Captain  Mitchell  has  acquainted  us  that  the  lascars  employed  on  board  the 
William  Pitt  were  hired  by  Nilmoney  Dorr,  his  banyan,  and  that  their  wages 
were  regularly  paid  every  iifteen  days  in  advance  by  his  purser,  agreeable  to 
the  custom  of  the  place  ;  a  copy  of  Captain  MitcheU’s  letter  is  enclosed,  and 
you  will  communicate  the  same  to  these  sarangs  accordingly. 


We  arc, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Stephen  Lushington  /  D.  Scott  /Lionel 
Darcll  /  Abra’m  Rol^arts  /  Paul  Le 
Mesurier  /  George  Tatem  /  George 
Smith  /  Chas.  Grant  /  Thos.  T.  Mct- 
London,  calfe  /  W.  Devaynes  /  Joseph  Cotton  / 

the  5th  January  1796.  John  Roberts  /  R.  Thornton  /  James 

Irwin  /  Thos.  Fitzhugh  /  Thos.  Parry. 
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LETTER  DATED  22  MARCH  1796 

Compensation  paid  jor  damage  done  by  enemy  action  at  sea. 

UR  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  5th  January. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency  viz., 
Letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  the  15th  May  1795. 

Letter  in  the  Political  Department  dated  the  12th  May  1795. 

Letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  the  15th  May  1795. 

Letter  in  the  Political  Department  dated  the  12th  May  1795. 
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PUliLlC  UvTTKR  FROM  OOURT 


3  111  the  37tli  paragraph  ol  our  IcUcr  iu  ihc  Puhlio  Dcp.iHuiciu  daictl 

the  15th  April  1795  wc  sigiiilicd  our  approhatiou  of  the  appointiueiu  of 
Mr.  Bruce  Boswell  to  the  oliice  of  Marine  Paymaster  and  Naval  Storekeeper 
at  your  Presidency.  Wc  have  now  to  aciiuaini  you  that  we  have  appointed 
Mr.  Walter  Ewer  to  succeed  Mr.  Boswell  in  lluu  oliice. 

4.  Having  thought  lit  to  appoint  Messrs.  Henry  Browne,  Ceorge  Cuming 
and  Kichard  tiall,  to  be  a  Select  Committee  of  Suftni  Cargo's,  witli  ftdl  power 
to  transact  the  Company  s  business  in  CJiina,  vvt.  diHct  llnit  yoti  additss  the 
said  Committee  whenever  our  allairs  shall  render  it  necessary  for  you  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  our  servants  at  Canton. 

5.  We  have  appointed  Messrs,  wSamuel  IVach,  Francis  'Buridey,  Hiomas 
Pltzhugh,  James  Drummond,  George  Sparkes,  'i'homas  Charles  Pattle,  Henry 
Baring,  John  William  Boberts  and  Robert  Money  to  be  su[)ra  cargo’s  under 
our  said  Select  Committee. 

6.  Having  taken  into  consideration  a  petition  we  have  received  from 
Captain  Charles  Mitchell  of  the  ship  llKlidiii  Pill  siaiitig  his  service  while 
in  the  command  of  the  scpiadron  lilted  out  by  your  (;o\enuuent  to  enii/,c 
against  the  enemy  in  the  eastern  seas,  tind  representing  ilu-  gieai  loss  he 
sustained  in  the  advantage  he  should  otherwise  have  derived  froui  private 
trade  and  passengers  in  consecpienee  of  the  ship  being  employt'tl  on  tlnit 
expedition,  and  praying  a  compensation  for  the  same  and  lutving  retison  to 
be  satislied  of  the  accuracy  of  what  is  sttUed  by  Cktptaiu  Mitchell  in  ins  peti¬ 
tion  and  being  fully  sensible  of  the  great  and  imporiam  services  rendered 
to  the  Company  and  the  public  by  the  stpiadron  under  Captain  Miteheirs 
command,  wc  have  resolved  that  he  be  presented  with  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  pounds  for  the  cxpcnces  aitendaiit  upon  bis  situation  as  commodore 
of  the  squadron  and  the  further  sum  of  live  tiiousand  pouiuls  as  a  compensa¬ 
tion  for  his  services  and  losses,  which  two  sinus  arc  to  be  detlncietl  from  ItLs 
debt  due  to  the  Company. 

7.  Wc  have  allowed  the  representatives  of  Ciipiain  Cheap  detcased,  late 
commander  of  the  Britannia,  the  sum  of  four  ihousaud  pounds  aiul  Captain 
Hudson  of  the  Houghton  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  in  full  for  the 
services  of  those  commanders  and  for  the  losses  susttuued  by  them  upmi  the 
same  occasion. 


8.  The  officers  of  the  following  ships  of  Captain  Mitdudrs  squadron  have 
been  presented  with  the  sums  undermentioned  viz., 

£2,500  To  the  officers  of  the  William  Pitt 
2,000  To  the  officers  of  the  Britannia  and 

1,500  To  the  officers  of  the  Houghton  which  sums  have  been  divid¬ 
ed  among  them  agreeably  to  the  accompanying  list. 


.1.  J  Y*"  have  attended  to  your  recoimneudation  of  Liciuenaiit  Koper  of 
SIhT  .kf paragrai.h  of  your  I ‘olukal  letter 
of  tY  A/ Y  ’Y  rendered  by  him  as  commander 

p  am  Mitchell,  and  Ins  conduct  hemg  pointed  out  by  you  as  liighly 

sum  of  five  thousand  current  rupees  and  that  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five 
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hundred  current  rupees  be  divided  among  the  officers  of  the  said  ship  and  we 
direct  that  you  present  the  said  sums  to  Lieutenant  Roper  and  his  officers 
accordingly. 

10.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  George  Dandridge  to  return  to  his  rank  in 
our  Civil  Service  at  your  Presidency. 

11.  We  have  resolved  to  appoint  twenty  one  writers  for  your  Presidency 
this  season. 

12.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in 
further  part  of  the  number  we  last  season  agreed  to  send  thither  viz., 
Messrs.  Samuel  Thomas  Goad,  Charles  Dumbleton,  John  French,  Edward 
Cuthbert,  Claud  Russell  Junr,  Samuel  Macar. 

13.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in  part 
of  the  number  we  this  season  agreed  to  send  thither  vizt.,  Messrs  Charles 
Thrower,  Robert  Ligby  Brooke,  William  Pearson  Elliott,  Thomas  Lloyd. 

14.  We  have  resolved  to  permit  twenty  six  free  mariners  to  proceed  to 
India  this  season. 

15.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Charles  Shirr  off  to  proceed  to  Bengal  to 
exercise  his  profession  as  a  miniature  painter. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Stephen  Lushing  ton  /  David  Scott  / 
Charles  Grant  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  / 
Thomas  Parry  /  Abraham  Robarts  / 
George  Tatcm  /  William  Devaynes  / 
London,  Jacob  Bosanqtiet  /  Charles  Mills  /  A. 

the  22nd  March  1796.  Montgomery  Campbell  /  James  Irwin  / 

Paul  Lc  Mesurier  /  Robert  Thornton. 
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LETTER  DATED  22  APRIL  1796 

A  number  of  clergymen  settled  in  Bengal— their  allowances — Rev.  Claudius 
Buchanan  al)poinlcd  chaplain  to  the  garrison  of  Fort  William. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  22nd  March. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency  vizt., 
Letters  in  the  Public  Department  dated  28th  August,  2nd  Novembei 

and  16th  December  1795. 

Letters  in  the  Revenue  Department  dated  20th  August  and  30th 
October  1795. 

Letters  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  18th  August  and  31st  Octo¬ 
ber  1795. 
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public;  LKTIER  l  UOM  UOl'Hl' 


Leltcrs  in  the  judicial 


l)c|iarimcni  daicd 


,111(1  .^Oth  Orio- 


her  1795. 

Swiiiaicfclicr  Jaiul  ixl  N.mx.luv  l,b 
u!„c,a  i»  .ha  C»,„.,uTdal  al 

KIn\frmhc.r  1795. 


and  iiul 


3  We  have  appointed  David  Sant  Msqr  »ur  C'Jiairnnu,  llugh  Iri^lis 
Esqi  our  Deputy  Chairman,  together  with  S.r  hraucts  humu;  .au.  VVtl hatn 
Belsley  Esqr,  Shr  John  Smith  Burges  and  Sir  laonel  1  )au  1  Baits.,  joint 
HunJ,  John  Manship.  John  Roberts,  Cange  1  tuetu  ami  John  lovvusou 
to  be  the  Comtnittee  of  Secrecy  lor  giving  the  necessary  direction  res- 
peeung  the  safety  of  the  Company's  shipping.  1  he  ntder.s  therefore  _o  any 
Lee  of  the  said  Committee  respecting  the.  same  must  he  obeyed  with  the 


greatest  punctuality. 

4  Having  appoiiuccl  David  Scott  Ks(p\  our  Chainnati.  Htigh  !nglis  Ksejn 
our  Deputy  Chairman  and  [olm  Maosliii)  iss(ir,  during  the  present  direction 
to  be  a  Secret  Committee,  agreeably  to  and  lor  the  put  poses  Mans!  m  the 
Acts  of  the  24Lh,  26th  and  33rd  of  His  presmit  Majesty,  ue  luaa‘l)y  direct 
that  all  orders  and  instructions  wliieh  yon  shall  laaeive  Irom  onr  said  Secret 
Committee  be  observed  and  obeyed  vvilli  the  sanu‘  pmietnality  and  (‘xaetness 
as  though  they  had  been  signed  by  thirteen  or  more  memh(‘rs  of  the  Court 
of  Directors  conformably  to  the  said  iVeis. 


5.  Wc  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Picssideney  in  further 
part  of  the  luimbcr  we  last  seaison  agret'd  to  send  thither  \i/t.,  Missis  ( aairgc 
Ravenscroft,  Roger  Martin,  Alexander  Cohham  Craig,  Hugh  Somerviilts 


6.  We  have  ap[X)inted  the  lollowing  writers  lor  your  Pia'sideuey,  in 
further  part  of  the  number  wc  this  season  agreed  to  send  ihillicr  vi/,., 
Messrs  William  Spedding,  John  Forsyili,  Cudben  Stsaly. 


7.  We  have  taken  into  consideration  the  state  of  tlu'  tU'rgy  at  your 
Presidency  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  numl)cr  should  he  nine  and  stationed 
with  the  following  allowances: 

2  Civil — each  at  sicca  rupee's  10,410  per  annum  as  at  piesent. 

7  Military — 1  to  the  garrison  and 

6  to  the  different  stations  with  the  same  albn^suic'es  as  at 
present. 


8.  We  direct  that  you  conform  to  this  arrangement  in  evm'y  partietilar 
from  the  receipt  of  these  orders  and  that  the  same  he  not  varkal  without  tjur 
express  authority. 

9.  It  having  been  suggested  to  us  that  there  arc  several  pIa<X's  in  Bengal 
of  considerable  resort  for  Europeans  and  for  Portugue/e  Christians  of  tlic 
Protestant  persuasion,  where  there  is  no  cclcltraiiotii  of  divine  worship,  and 
that  it  would  therefore  be  expedient  to  enlarge  the  ccdesiasii<'al  establishment 
of  your  Presidency,  wc  arc  disposed  to  attend  to  this  suggestion  upon  a  subject 
so  deserving  of  regard,  but  first  think  it  advisable  to  desire  ytuir  senthncnis 
upon  such  suggestion  and  if  an  enlargement  appears  lo  you  proper,  that  yon 
would  state  the  places  where  in  your  opinion  chaplains  should  hi‘  stationed 
and  the  additional  number  of  chaplains  that  would  in  conse(|ucncc  be  wanted, 


Cl  ail  cl  ins  Buchanan 
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10.  We  have  appointed  the  Revd.  Claudius  Buchanan,  a  chaplain  in  our 
service  at  your  Presidency  and  direct  that  he  be  first  stationed  to  do  duty  at 
the  garrison  of  Fort  William. 

11.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  free 
mariners  vizt.,  John  Lowe,  Ebenezer  Roebuck,  James  Fraser,  Robert  Sime, 
Quintin  Crawfurd  (returning  under  his  former  license),  John  Mackintosh. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

David  Scott  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  Lionel 
Darell/J.  Smith  Burges/John  Travers/ 
Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  Thomas  Parry  /  A. 
London,  M.  Campbell  /  J.  Hunter  /  George 

the  22nd  April  1796.  Tatem  /  Stephen  Williams  /  John  Ro¬ 

berts  /  Joseph  Cotton. 
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LETTER  DATED  1  JUNE  1796 

Appointment  of  a  Master  Attendant  at  Fort  St.  George. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  22nd  April. 

2.  We  have  received  two  letters  from  Sir  John  Shore  dated  the  24th 
August  and  5th  November  1795. 

3.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Henry  Scott  to  return  to  his  rank  in  our  civil 
service  at  your  Presidency. 

4.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in  further 
part  of  the  number  we  this  season  agreed  to  send  thither  vizt.,  Messrs  Robert 
Richardson,  George  Oswald. 

5.  Mr.  Samuel  Macan  whom  we  appointed  a  writer  for  your  Presidency 
on  the  list  of  last  season,  as  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  22nd  March  being 
in  Bengal,  we  transmitted  in  the  packet  of  the  ship  Europa  covenants  in 
duplicate  to  be  executed  by  him,  one  of  which  must  be  returned  to  us,  and 
the  other  kept  in  Bengal,  and  by  the  same  conveyance  we  forwarded  a  counter¬ 
part  of  the  covenants  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Macan  on  his  executing  the 
covenants  beforementioned. 

6.  Having  appointed  Mr.  George  Taswell,^  who  at  present  holds  the  office 
of  Secretary  to  the  Marine  Board  at  your  Presidency,  Master  Attendant  at 
Fort  St.  George,  you  will  direct  him  to  proceed  to  his  duty  there  by  the  first 
opportunity. 
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7.  The  following  persons  have  obtained  our  licence  to  proceed  to  India 
as  free  mariners  vizt.,  John  Murray,  Gregory  Jackson. 

8.  We  have  drawn  on  you  the  following  set  of  bills  of  exchange  payable 
at  diirty  days'  sight  and  two  shillings  and  one  penny  the  rupee  vizt., 

One  set  for  4,308  current  rupees,  seven  annas  and  eight ' 

pice,  or  four  hundred  and  forty  eight  pounds,  sixteen  ( .j>,,  7  o 

shillings  sterling  payable  to  Mr.  William  Augustus  f 

Raper  on  his  order  received  of  Mr,  Mathew  Raper 
dated  the  13th  May  1796. 


We  are, 

Your  aRectionatc  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  / 
Charles  Mills  /  George  Tatcm  /  Abra'm 
Robarts  /  John  Travers  /  John  Robert  / 
Thos.  Parry  /  Wm.  Bcnslcy  /  A.  Mont¬ 
gomery  Campbell  /  Simon  Fraser  / 
Stephen  Williams  /  F.  Baring  /  J.  Smith 
Burges. 


5 

LETTER  DATED  27  :ULY  1796 

A  monument  to  he  erected  at  St.  PauVs  to  the  memory  of  late  Sir  William 
Jones— a  statue  to  he  sent  to  Bengal — European  convicts  not  to  ha  sent  to  the 
Andamans — Major  Rennell  on  the  proposed  canal  between  the  Canges  and 
the  Hooghly—Lt.  Hoare's  survey  of  the  Jumna— plants  for  Kew  Gardens— 
state  of  the  Bengal  Marine. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  1st  June. 

2.  During  the  existence  of  the  war,  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  the 
Court  of  Directors  to  pay  the  bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  from  India  for 
commercial  purposes  at  two  years’  sight.  Therefore  we  direct  that  when  you 
shall  have  fixed  the  rate  of  exchange  for  bills  to  be  drawn  at  one  ye.ar’s  sight, 
you  shall  fix  a  rate  for  bills  to  be  drawn  at  two  years’  sight,  making  a  difference 
in  favor  of  the  latter  equal  to  about  6  per  cent  for  the  second  year. 

3.  You  will  observe  by  the  copy  of  our  letter  to  the  Deputy  Governor 
and  Council  of  Fort  Marlbrough,  which  goes  a  number  in  the  packet,  that 
we  have  found  it  necessary  to  censure  their  conduct  in  some  instances,  parti¬ 
cularly  with  regard  to  the  deficiencies  in  stores,  of  their  resolutions  for  admit¬ 
ting  sundry  charges  against  the  Company  in  respect  to  stores  and  cash  said 
to  be  lost  at  the  capture  of  Nattal  as  also  the  deficiency  of  sugar  etc. 


London, 

the  1st  June  1796. 
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4.  On  the  subject  of  the  Nattal  losses  we  have  given  directions  that  you 
should  be  furnished  with  the  fullest  explanations  possible  and  you  will  on 
receipt  thereof  with  your  earliest  convenience  take  into  serious  consideration 
this  as  well  as  the  other  points  to  which  our  reprehensions  are  directed  and 
give  such  orders  thereon  to  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  as  the  several 
matters  may  appear  to  require. 

5.  Messrs.  Henry  Parry  and  Walter  Farquhar,  whom  we  appointed 
writers  for  your  Presidency  on  the  list  of  last  season,  proceed  to  their  duty 
this  season,  the  former  on  the  Thetis  and  the  latter  on  the  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington. 

6.  Mr,  William  Grant,  whom  we  appointed  a  writer  for  your  Presidency 
on  the  list  of  last  season,  as  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  28th  October  1795, 
has  om*  leave  to  remain  in  England  until  next  season. 

7.  The  writers  appointed  for  your  Presidency  on  the  list  of  1794  are  to 
take  rank  in  our  service  in  the  following  order,  vizt.,  Messrs.  Henry  Parry, 
Edward  Cuthbert,  Edward  Webb,  Chas.  Fordyce  Fergusson,  Wm.  Orton 
Salmon,  Henry  Stone,  Hubert  Cornish,  Charles  Dumbleton,  Mumford 
Campbell,  Samuel  Macan,  George  Ravenscroft,  John  French,  Henry  Thomas 
Travers,  James  King,  Hugh  Somerville,  Samuel  Thomas  Good,  Hon’ble  Mount- 
stuart  Elphinstone,  Claud  Russell,  Roger  Martin,  John  Wm.  Paxton,  John 
Mitford  Rees,  James  Bell,  James  Fraser,  Charles  Becher,  Sir  Frederick  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Bart.,  Walter  Farquhar,  John  Pattenson,  William  Grant,  Alexander  Ross, 
Edward  Watson. 

8.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  William  Mallet  to  proceed  to  India  and 
remain  there  two  years  to  settle  his  private  affairs.  Mr.  Mallett  has  our  leave 
to  take  with  him  to  Bengal  a  mill  and  several  articles  of  husbandry,  also 
William  Ellis  a  miller  who  is  conversant  in  erecting,  and  setting  mills  to  work. 
This  person  has  our  permission  to  remain  in  Bengal  three  years,  and  has 
entered  into  covenants  that  he  will  not  embark  in  any  other  pursuit  what¬ 
soever,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  transmitted  for  your  information. 

9.  Mr.  Thomas  Arthur  Streud,  who  came  to  England  for  education,  has 
our  leave  to  return  to  Bengal,  and  to  reside  with  the  friends  there  for  the  term 
of  three  years. 

10.  John  Crisp  Esqr.  late  Deputy  Governor  of  Fort  Marlbrough,  has 
obtained  this  season  our  permission  to  return  thither ;  and  we  have  agreed 
to  allow  him  to  remain  at  any  of  our  Presidencies  where  he  may  choose  to 
reside,  until  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  Council  at  that  settlement. 

11.  We  have  received  an  application  from  Mr.  Alexander  Black  stating 
that  he  served  as  second  lieutenant  on  board  the  Nonsuch^  during  the  period 
she  was  employed  in  cruizing  against  the  enemy  in  the  eastern  seas,  represent¬ 
ing  his  services  on  that  expedition,  and  praying  to  be  granted  some  reward 
for  the  same;  and  having  referred  to  your  proceedings  for  the  terms  on 
which  the  Nonsuch  was  engaged,  and  as  the  allowances  granted  to  the  com¬ 
manders  and  officers  on  the  William  Pitt,  Britannia  and  Houghton  were  in 
consequence  of  the  loss  they  sustained  in  their  private  trade  on  account  of 
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their  being  employed  on  that  expedition,  we  have  resolved  that  the  commander 
and  officers  of  the  Nonsuch  are  not  entitled  to  any  gratuity. 

12.  We  have  resolved  unanimously  that  a  monument  be  erected  at  the 
expense  of  the  Company  in  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Sir  William  Jones  with  a  suitable  inscription,  and  that  a  statue  of  Sir  William 
Jones  with  a  similar  inscription  be  prepared  at  the  expense  of  the  Company 
and  sent  to  Bengal  with  directions  for  the  same  being  put  up  in  a  proper 
place  there. 

13.  In  the  packet  of  the  ship  Pitt,  you  will  receive  Mr.  Hastings’  answer 
to  the  address  to  him  from  the  British  inhabitants  of  Calcutta. 

14.  We  have  already  replied  to  your  letter  in  the  Public  Department  of 
the  24th  December  1794,  and  shall  now  proceed  to  answer  your  subsequent 
dispatches  in  that  Department  of  the  5th  February,  8th  and  2()th  March, 
and  the  15th  May  1795, 


Ajiswer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  5th  February  1795 


(1)  Transmitting  copies  of  the  last 
advices. 

(2)  Relative  to  the  application  of" 
Mr.  John  Forbes  on  the  subject  of 
his  Tellicherry  bond  debt. 

(3)  Relative  to  their  having  author¬ 
ized  the  sale  of  the  6  per  cent  promis¬ 
sory  notes  of  Bombay  at  a  discount  ^ 
of  4  per  cent. 

(4)  Mentions  their  having  applied 
to  the  Bombay  Government  for  infor¬ 
mation  relative  to  their  bond  debt, 

(5)  Enumerating  certain  accounts 
which  the  Bombay  Government  have 
been  requested  to  transmit  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

(6  &  7)  Complaint  of  the  agent  of 
Gopauldoss  Manordoss  of  the  want 
of  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  bills 
on  Benares  for  money  supplied  the 
Bombay  Presidency  under  his  en¬ 
gagements. 

(8)  Mentions  thejr  having  given 
orders  that  copies  t)f  their  letter  to 
Fort  Marlbro’  of  30th  August  and 
30th  November  shou’d  be  sent  num¬ 
bers  in  the  packet. 


15.  Needs  no  reply. 


16.  Already  replied  to. 


17.  Needs  no  reply. 


18.  Wc  trust  that  the  Resident  at 
Benares  has  been  enabled  to  discharge 
the  bills  drawn  upon  him  by  the 
Bombay  Government  with  more 
punctuality. 

19.  We  have  no  particular  direc¬ 
tions  to  give,  you  on  the  subjects  con¬ 
tained  in  the  letter  to  Fort  Marlbro’ 
referred  to  in  this  paragraph. 
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(9-18)  Reinforcement  sent  to  Fort 
Marlbro'. 


(19)  Referring  the  Court  to  copies 
of  the  last  letters  from  Bencoolen^ 
dated  the  6th  October  and  5th  Novem¬ 
ber  1794. 

(20)  A  supply  of  (1,20,000)  one  lac 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  (50,000) 
fifty  thousand  pieces  of  gunnies  re¬ 
quired  from  Bencoolen. 

(21  &  22)  Transmitting  a  copy  of 
some  nautical  proceedings  of  the  late 
Superintendant  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island. 

(23)  Transmitting  copies  of  letters 
from  Mr.  Mannington,  the  present 
Superintendent  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island. 

(24  &  25)  Relative  to  some  Euro¬ 
pean  convicts  sent  to  the  Andamans 
from  Bombay  under  a  sentence  of 
transportation  for  five  years. 

(26)  Advising  the  snow  Druid 
having  been  freighted  for  carrying 
supplies  to  the  Andamans. 

(27)  Referring  to  a  former  request 
that  Mr.  Wood,  acting  Surgeon  at  the 
Andamans,  might  be  appointed  an 
assistant  surgeon  on  the  Bengal  estab¬ 
lishment. 


20.  We  approve  of  the  resolutions 
detailed  in  these  paragraphs  for  re¬ 
inforcing  our  settlement  at  Fort 
Marlborough,  under  the  too  probable 
apprehensions  of  some  accident 
having  happened  to  the  Europa  trans¬ 
port  dispatched  from  Calcutta  in 
August  1794,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  communications  made  to. you  by 
Lieut.  Cox  relative  to  the  reduced 
state  of  that  establishment.  We  like¬ 
wise  approve  of  the  appointments 
which  took  place  in  consequence  of 
these  resolutions,  as  advised  in  your 
subsequent  dispatch  of  the  8th  of 
March  1795. 

21.  Needs  no  reply. 


22.  We  approve  of  your  having  re¬ 
quested  the  Government  of  Madras  to 
send  by  the  Europa  the  money  and 
gunnies  required  by  the  Deputy 
Governor  and  Council  of  Bencoolen. 

23.  The  nautical  proceedings  trans¬ 
mitted  by  the  late  Superintendant  of 
Prince  of  Wales  Island,  referred  to  in 
these  paragraphs,  are  submitted  to  the 
inspection  of  Mr.  Dalrymple. 

24.  Already  replied  to. 


25.  For  the  reasons  stated  in  these 
paragraphs  we  approve  of  your  re¬ 
quest  to  the  Bombay  Government 
that  European  convicts  should  not  in 
future  be  ordered  to  the  Andamans. 

26.  We  approve  of  the  measure 
advised  in  this  paragraph. 

27.  Already  replied  to. 
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(28-43)  Law  matters.  28.  These  paragraphs  are  transfer^ 

red  to  the  Law  Department. 

(44)  Transmitting  a  list  of  the '' 

European  inhabitants  (not  in  the 
Company's  service)  residing  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  mofussil, 

(45  &  46)  Mention  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Turner  Macan,  and  his  return  . 
to  Europe  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 

(47)  Advising  the  appointment  of 

Mr.  G.  Rd.  Foley  to  be  Custom  Master  29.  Need  no  reply, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Macan,  and  of 
Mr.  John  Hall  to  be  Civil  Paymaster 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Foley. 

(48)  Mentions  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Bruere. 

(49)  Do.  of  Mr.  John  Webb. 

(50-52)  Reporting  several  removals.  ^ 

(53)  Claim  of  the  Revd.  Mr.  Louis  ^ 
to  be  appointed  Junior  Chaplain  at 

the  Presidency.  30.  Already  replied  to. 

(54)  Mint. 

(55  &  56)  Mention  the  death  of  ^ 
sundry  natives  of  the  distinction 
whose  allowances  are  included  in  the 
relations  of  the  Nabob  Nassir-Ul- 

Moolk,  and  the  appropriation  which  ^  31.  Need  no  reply, 

the  Nabob  wished  to  be  made  of 
them,  and  which  the  Board  agreed  to. 

(57)  Referring  to  a  statement  of 
the  Native  Hospital. 

(58)  Petition  of  the  shroffs  and  32.  In  the  56th  paragraph  of  our 

native  merchants  of  Calcutta  against  dispatch  in  the  Public  Department  of 
the  coinage  of  the  smaller  denomina-  the  15th  April  1795  we  lamented  the 
don  of  gold  coin.  want  of  some  regulation  for  removing 

the  impediments  to  the  circulation  of 
the  new  gold  coinage,  and  for  prevent¬ 
ing  the  loss  sustained  in  exchanging 
it  into  silver.  We  have  now  great 
satisfaction  in  observing  by  your  pro¬ 
ceedings  that  from  the  measure  you 
have  since  adopted,  of  coining  gold 
into  halves  and  quarters  of  gold 
mohurs,  the  public  convenience  has 
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(59)  Acquainting  the  Court  that 
the  communications  relative  to  the 
coinage  will  in  future  be  made  from 
the  Revenue  Department. 

(60)  Stationary. 


not  only  been  extremely  assisted  but 
it  has  likewise  greatly  tended  to 
prevent  the  exaction  of  hatta  in  the 
exchange  of  gold  and  silver ;  we  can 
have  no  hesitation  therefore  in  ex¬ 
pressing  our  entire  approbation  of 
your  determination  on  the  petition 
referred  to  in  this  paragraph  from  the 
native  merchants  and  shroffs  resident 
in  Calcutta,  not  to  make  any  altera¬ 
tion  therein.  We  have  the  further 
satisfaction  to  observe  that  under  the 
regulations  referred  to  in  your  subse¬ 
quent  dispatch  of  2nd  November  last 
a  greater  progress  in  the  circulation 
of  the  gold  coinage  could  not  have 
been  expected,  and  that  you  have  a 
well  founded  hope  that  every  artificial 
or  other  impediment  to  the  genera! 
circulation  will  be  before  long  re¬ 
moved. 

33.  We  approve  of  the  intention 
expressed  in  this  paragraph  that  in 
future  your  communications  relative 
to  the  coinage  will  be  made  from  the 
Revenue  Department. 

34.  Upon  examination  of  the 
several  reports  we  have  received  of 
the  stationary  wares  consigned  to 
your  Presidency  in  the  season  1793-4 
it  appears  that  the  quantities  damaged 
exceed  those  of  this  description  in  the 
reports  of  the  season  preceding,  bat 
we  have  pleasure  in  observing  that 
the  deficiencies  are  less. 

35.  In  consequence  of  the  direc¬ 
tions  given  in  our  letter  of  the  3rd 
of  July  last  upon  these  points,  we 
trust  we  shall  hear  of  no  deficiencies 
in  future  and  that  due  care  will  be 
taken  to  ascertain  whether  the 
damages  are  incurred  on  board  the 
ships  or  upon  the  sloops  employed  in 
conveying  the  goods  from  the  ships 
to  Calcutta,  in  order  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  may  be  fully  indemnified  either 
by  the  ship  owners  or  sloop  con¬ 
tractors. 
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36.  Ill  Mr.  Court's  letter  accom¬ 
panying  liis  survey  reports  of  the 
stationery  wares  sliipt  on  the  Con¬ 
tractor  and  Eiiropa  it  is  observed, 
“that  what  trifling  damage  had  occur¬ 
red  (particularly  to  the  papers)  was 
not  imputable  to  the  (piality,  but  to 
the  mode  of  package,  and  that  in 
respect  of  stowage  every  attention  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  paid  thereto". 

37.  This  cannot  however  l)c  ad¬ 
mitted  from  the  musters  of  paper 
returned,  by  which  it  is  evident  that 
the  damages  have  been  incurred 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  l)y  wet  and 
from  Mr.  Wintle’s  letters  relative  to 
the  damaged  quills  per  Valentine 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  infer  that 
the  damage  is  sometimes  incurred  for 
want  of  proper  care  being  taken  of 
the  stationery  after  it  is  landed. 

38.  The  alteration  whic'h  is  again 
recommended  in  Mr.  Court's  letter  in 
respect  to  packing  the  writing  papers 
would  occasion  more  delay  in  pack¬ 
ing  them  than  the  dispatch  which  is 
sometimes  required  in  this  business 
would  admit  of,  and  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  to  the  excise  oflicers,  who  attend 
the  packing  of  papers  for  exportation, 
would  be  such  that  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  they  would  submit  to  it, 
besides  which  the  objection  made  to 
the  present  mode  of  packing  the 
writing  papers  appears  to  us  so  ill- 
founded  as  not  to  merit  any  further 
attention  than  has  been  already  given 
it. 

39.  Amongst  the  deficicndcs,  stated 
in  the  survey  report  of  the  stationery 
shipt  on  the  Lascelles,  we  remark 
there  are  60  reams  of  thick  quarto 
post,  said  to  have  been  contained  as 
per  invoice  in  chest  No.  13,  but  in 
which  chest  it  is  observed  was  found 
various  sorts  of  paper  as  per  note 
subjoined  to  the  survey  report. 

40.  Upon  enquiry  into  this  matter 
there  seems  to  have  been  a  mistake 
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(61-63)  Canal  of  communication 
between  the  Ganges  and  Houghley. 


(64)  Referring  to  advertisements 
which  were  issued  to  encourage 
persons  residing  at  a  distance  from 
Calcutta  to  invest  their  money  in  the 
Company's  six  per  cent  promissory 
notes ;  and  to  subscribe  bonds  and 
notes  to  the  Company's  remittances. 

(65)  Mentions  the  appointment  of 
officers  on  the  part  of  the  Governor 
General  for  the  time  being  to  inspect 


by  delivering  into  your  Public  Depart¬ 
ment  a  chest  of  the  same  number 
designed  for  the  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment,  which  being  marked  according¬ 
ly,  we  should  have  supposed  this 
mistake  might  have  been  readily 
discovered. 

41.  The  chest  intended  for  your 
Public  Department  we  presume  would 
be  delivered  to  the  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment  in  lieu  of  the  other,  but  this  it 
will  be  proper  for  you  to  enquire  into, 
and  in  case  it  should  not  have  been 
received,  an  account  must  be  made 
out  against  the  owners  of  the  ship  for 
the  invoice  cost  with  the  usual  ad¬ 
vance  thereon,  and  the  said  account 
transmitted  us  by  the  first  con¬ 
veyance. 

42.  The  papers  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Governor  General's  proposition, 
for  making  a  canal  of  communication 
between  the  Ganges  and  the  Houghley 
river,  having  been  submitted  to  the 
inspection  of  Major  Rennell,  we 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  his  observations 
thereon.  We  shall  have  no  objection 
to  receiving  such  remarks  as  your 
Surveyor  General  may  think  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  offer  on  the  paper  furnished 
by  Major  Rennell,  in  consequence  of 
any  subsequent  surveys  he  may  have 
made  ;  but  from  the  respect  which  is 
due  to  such  an  authority,  we  feel  it 
incumbent  upon  us  to  direct  that  the 
proposed  work  be  not  commenced 
without  our  previous  approbation. 

43.  We  approve  of  the  advertise¬ 
ments  which  were  on  the  14th  January 
and  3rd  February  1795  issued  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  this  paragraph. 


44.  We  likewise  approve  of  the 
measure  advised  in  this  paragraph. 
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the  receipts  and  issues  o£  cash  at  the 
treasury. 

(66-69)  Referring  to  a  table  of  dis¬ 
tances  from  Benares  and  Lucnow  to 
most  of  the  principal  places  in  the 
Upper  Provinces  prepared  by  the 
Surveyor  General  for  the  guidance  of 
the  Civil  Auditor  in  auditing  bills  for 
travelling  charges. 

(70)  Advising  the  permission  given 
to  the  Surveyor  General  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  an  instrument  called  the  new 
improved  equatorial,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  astronomical  observations. 


(71)  A  dawk  established  between 
Dinagepoor  and  Consunnah  Gunge, 
the  additional  expense  of  which  to  ht 
defrayed  by  an  additional  postage. 

(72)  State  of  the  plants  brought 
from  China  by  Doctor  Dinwiddie. 

(73)  Advising  that  the  French  olive 
plant  and  caper  bush  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  Dr.  Anderson^  and  Mr. 
Chamier,  also  that  the  Jamaica  pepper 
plant  brought  from  the  Coast  conti¬ 
nues  to  thrive,  and  requesting  a  large 
annual  supply  of  this  plant  for  at  least 
two  or  three  years  to  come. 

(74)  Mentions  samples  of  jute 
being  sent  in  the  packet,  with  a  paper 
of  explanation  from  Dr.  Roxburgh ; 
also  a  box  of  seeds  and  some  drawings 
of  plants  for  the  Company,  and  a  bag 
of  seeds  for  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 


(75)  Advising  that  shawl  goats  were 
sent  on  the  Europa  to  Madras  to  be 
sent  from  thence  to  England. 

(76)  State  of  the  treasury. 


45.  Wc  also  approve  of  the  direc¬ 
tions  which  were  given  to  the  Surveyor 
General  for  preparing  a  table  oi 
distances  from  Benares  and  Lucnow 
etc.,  for  the  guidance  of  the  Civil 
Auditor  in  auditing  l)ills  for  travelling 
charges. 

46.  For  the  reasons  assigned  in  this 
paragraph  wc  approve  of  the  permis¬ 
sion  given  to  the  Surveyor  General  for 
the  purchase  of  an  instrumenr  called 
the  new  improved  equatorial,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  astronomical  ob¬ 
servations. 

47.  Needs  no  reply. 


48.  Already  replied  to. 

49.  The  information  herein  con¬ 
tained  affords  us  much  satisfaction. 
The  Doctorks  wishes  in  respect  to  the 
plant  of  the  Jamaica  all-spicc  shall  be 
duly  attended  to. 


50.  By  our  letters  of  the  last 
season  Dr.  Roxburgh  will  have  per¬ 
ceived  the  use  wc  have  made  of  the 
drawings  he  has  from  time  to  time 
transmitted.  The  parcels  here  alluded 
to  have  been  forwarded  to  Sir  Joseph 
Banks  together  with  the  seeds.  Our 
observations  on  the  article  of  jute  arc 
forwarded  with  the  general  list  of 
investment. 

51.  Your  attention  in  this  respect 
merits  our  approbation.  Five  of  the 
goats  only  reached  England,  the  rest 
having  died  on  their  passage. 

52.  Needs  no  reply. 
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Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department ^ 


dated  8th 

(1)  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  Court's  dispatches. 

(2-7)  In  answer  to  the  Court's 
letters  in  the  Public  Department  of 
the  18th  June  and  the  2nd  July  1794. 

(8)  Mentions  that  on  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Seton  had 
been  called  to  the  Bombay  Council 
till  the  arrival  of  a  successor. 

(9-13)  Bombay  finances. 

(14-16)  Advising  the  military  ap¬ 
pointments  for  Fort  Marlbrough. 

(17)  An  addition  of  (1,000)  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  made  to 
the  salary  of  the  2nd  in  Council  at 
Bencoolen,  who  is  also  Commander  in 
Chief. 


(18)  Referring  to  papers  in  the 
packet  for  information  relative  to 
affairs  on  the  West  Coast. 

(19)  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

(20  &  21)  Advice  received  from 
Mr.  Mannington  that  the  Boddington 
sailed  from  Prince  of  Wales  Island  on 
the  10th  November,  that  he  had  ad¬ 
vanced  her  commander  (£225-15)  two 
hundred  and  twentyfive  pounds, 
fifteen  shillings  and  had  received  bills 
on  his  owners  for  the  amount,  that 
the  sum  might  be  deducted  from  the 
freight. 

(22  &  23)  Materials  collected  for 
building  a  hospital  for  seamen  at 
Prince  of  Wales  Island,  but  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  work  deferred  for  the 
present. 


March  1795 


p  53.  Need  no  reply. 


I-  54.  Already  replied  to. 


55.  We  approve  of  the  addition  of 
(1,000)  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
to  the  salary  of  the  second  in  Council 
at  Bencoolen  (who  is  also  Commander 
in  Chief)  in  consequence  of  the  order 
contained  in  the  37th  paragraph  of 
our  General  letter  to  the  Deputy 
Governor  and  Council  of  7th  March 
1794. 

56.  The  papers  referred  to  in  this 
paragraph  have  been  duly  attended  to. 

57.  Already  replied  to. 

58.  This  sum  will  accordingly  be 
deducted  from  the  amount  for  freight 
due  to  the  owners. 


59.  You  did  perfectly  right  in  de¬ 
ferring  the  proposed  building  of  a 
hospital  for  seamen  at  Prince  of 
Wales  Island,  until  it  be  finally  deter¬ 
mined  whether  the  settlement  there 
shall  be  preserved. 


28 


PUBUC  LETOK  FROM  COURT 


(24)  Company’s  servants  and  other 
individuals  at  Prince  of  Wales  Islaiid 
refused  the  indulgence  of  a  remit¬ 
tance  to  Bengal  by  bills  through  the 
Paymaster  of  the  detachment  there 
except  upon  an  emergency. 

(25-28)  Relative  to  the  trial  of 
persons  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island  for 
piracy  and  murder. 

(29-36)  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

(37-38)  Captain  William  Lindsay, 
Marine  Storekeeper  at  Prince  of  Wales 
Island,  permitted  to  return  to  Europe 
for  his  health. 

(39)  The  Assistant  Surgeon  at  the 
Andamans  granted  the  same  allow¬ 
ance  as  the  Assistant  Surgeon  at 
Prince  of  Wales  Island  vizt.,  (250)  two 
hundred  and  fifty  sonant  rupees  per 
month  over  and  above  his  full  pay 
and  hatta  as  an  hospital  mate. 

(40-48)  Law  matters. 

(49)  Advising  that  Mr.  Redfearn " 
embarked  for  England  on  the  Man- 
ship. 

(50)  Advising  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Molony  to  be  head  assistant  in 
the  office  of  the  Register  to  the  Provin¬ 
cial  Court  of  Appeal  and  Circuit,  and 
of  Mr.  Thornhill  to  be  assistant  at 
Luckipore. 

(51)  Stationary. 

(52)  Transmitting  an  advertise¬ 

ment  published  the  20th  February  for 
facilitating  the  transmission  of  the 
Company’s  bonds  and  promissory 
notes  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another.  ^ 

(53-56)  Application  of  the  attornies 
of  absentees  for  an  exchange  of  the 
Company’s  paper. 


60.  You  have  not  stated  the  reasons 
which  induced  yon  to  refuse  the  in', 
diligence  liere  nientioned. 


61.  Transferred  to  the  Law  Depart- 
inem. 


62.  Already  replied  to. 

63.  Need  no  reply. 


64.  We  approve  of  the  allowances 
to  the  A.s.sLstani  Surgeon  at  the  And;i- 
inans  as  sttited  in  this  p;ir;igraph. 


65.  Referred  to  the  I. aw  Depart¬ 
ment. 


66.  Need  no  rt‘j)ly. 


67.  Already  replied  to. 

68.  We  approve'  of  du‘  Regulations 
published  in  tlie  athaaniseuieut  rt‘fer- 
red  to  in  this  |>aragraph  for  facilitat¬ 
ing  the  transmissiou  of  tlu'  C  Aitipauy’s 
bonds  and  ])romissory  not<'s  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another. 

69.  Wc  approve  of  your  tiltimatc 
resolution  as  advised  in  your  subsc- 
quent  dispatch  of  ISth  May  1795  on 
the  application  of  Messrs.  Paxton, 
Cockerell,  Trail  and  Co.  on  the  subject 
of  three  certificates,  the  property  of 
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(57)  Additions  and  alterations 
necessary  in  the  Government  House 
and  money  advanced  to  the  proprietor 
of  the  premises  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
deducted  from  the  grewing  rent. 

(58)  Mentions  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


Mr.  Titsingh  and  Captain  Humbert, 
and  very  much  commend  the  caution 
you  observed  on  this  application  with 
a  view  to  the  security  of  government, 
and  that  of  the  property  of  it’s 
creditors. 

70.  We  approve  of  the  advance  to 
the  proprietor  of  the  Government 
House  on  the  terms  mentioned  in  this 
paragraph,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
such  additions  and  alterations  as  were 
necessary. 

71.  Needs  no  reply. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  the  20th  March  1795 


(1)  Forwarding  a  copy  of  the  last 
advices. 

(2  &  3)  Bombay  finances. 

(4)  Mentions  their  having  been  ad¬ 
vised  of  the  intention  of  the  Madras 
Government  to  draw  upon  the  Bengal 
Government  for  (80,000)  eighty  thou¬ 
sand  pagodas  on  account  of  supplies 
for  Fort  Marlbro’. 

(5)  Referring  to  the  first  part  of  ^ 
Major  Kyd’s  report  relative  to  the 
comparative  advantages  of  the  two 
settlements  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island 
and  the  Andamans. 

(6)  Stationary. 

(7)  Advising  their  having  author¬ 
ized  an  exchange  of  Company’s  eight 
per  cent  paper,  for  paper  at  six  per 
cent  at  the  present  discount. 

(8)  Requesting  that  if  Mrs.  Leves¬ 
que,  Head  Mistress  of  the  Free  School, 
should  desire  permission  to  return  to 
India  by  the  Company’s  ships  it  may 
be  granted. 

(9)  Mentions  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


72.  Needs  no  reply. 

73.  Already  replied  to. 

74.  Needs  no  reply. 

75.  Already  replied  to. 

76.  Needs  no  reply. 

77.  We  have  permitted  Mrs.  Leves¬ 
que  to  return  to  your  Presidency  by 
one  of  the  ships  of  the  present  season. 

78.  Needs  no  reply. 
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Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  ly  fartmeni, 
dated  the  ISth  hlay  IP)S 


(1)  Transmitting  copies  of  die  last ' 
advices. 


(2)  Mentions  that  the  Bombay 
Government  had  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  of  20th  Jany. 

1795  and  that  they  had  promised  to 
shew  due  attention  to  the  instructions 
they  contained. 

(3)  Mentions  the  Bombay  (Govern- 
ment  having  determined  to  authori/e 
the  Chiefs  and  Residents  at  their  sub-  , 

ordinate  settlements  to  receive  cash  79.  Nia'd  no  U'ply. 
for  promissory  notes. 

(4  &  5)  Mention  the  attention  ol' 
the  Bombay  Government  to  draw  on 
Bengal  for  three  lacs  of  rupees,  and 
that  their  bills  would  be  duly  honor¬ 
ed,  and  that  die  shroffs  at  Bombay 
have  been  desired  to  state  at  what  ex¬ 
change  they  were  willing  to  enter  into 
agreements  to  supply  that  treasury 
with  the  monthly  sum  of  three  lacs 
of  rupees  for  bills  on  Benares  for  one 
year. 


(6-13)  Mr.  Mair’s  rice  contracts—  80.  Ui)ou  tills  subject  we  have 
measures  taken  to  bring  the  Com-  to  advise  you  tliat  Mr.  Adamson's 
pany's  claims  on  die  securities  to  appeal  to  the  King  in  Council  froitTi 
adjustment  by  arbitration.  the  decision  of  the  (Ann  of  Ap[)eals 

at  Bombay  relative  to  the  misappro¬ 
priation  of  the  rice  consigned  to  lum 
on  account  of  Mr.  Mair\s  contracts 
has  been  heard  and  decided  on  behalf 
of  the  Company. 

81,  His  Majesty's  order  has  made 
some  variations  in  die  d<‘cr(*c  appeal¬ 
ed  from  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adamson  by 
making  him  some  allowanet^s  in 
respect  of  cxpcnces  which  lie  had  been 
put  to  in  landing  the  cargoes  which 
were  in  dispute,  and  by  charging  him 
only  with  simple  interest  from  the 
date  of  the  decree  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  to  the  time  of  payment,  and 
by  relieving  him  from  the  payment  of 
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(14)  Capt.  Canning’s  China  remit¬ 
tances,  amount  due  on  account  that  of 
1790-91  discharged,  and  the  other 
bond  expected  to  be  soon  settled. 


any  costs  incurred  by  the  Company, 
except  their  costs  in  the  Mayor’s  Court 
with  which  he  is  to  be  charged.  The 
account  must  be  made  up  pursuant  to 
the  directions  of  King’s  Order  in 
Council,  and  Mr.  Adamson  or  his 
sureties  must  be  called  upon  for 
payment  of  what  shall  be  found  due 
from  him ;  if  he  has  paid  the  sum 
decreed  against  him  by  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  there  will  be  a  balance  in 
his  favor  which  must  be  returned  to 
him.  We  enclose  copy  of  the  Order 
of  Council. 

82.  As  no  difficulty  will  now  be  in 
the  way  of  coming  to  an  adjustment 
with  Mr.  Mair’s  securities  on  account 
of  his  rice  contracts,  whether  by  arbi¬ 
tration  or  otherwise  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon,  we  direct  that  this  long-depend¬ 
ing  business  be  brought  to  a  final 
conclusion. 

83.  Although  it  appears  that  Cap¬ 
tain  Canning’s  pecuniary  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  Company  were  upon 
the  eve  of  a  final  adjustment,  it  is  not 
our  intention  that  the  adjustment 
should  preclude  him  from  such  relief 

i  as  you  may  deem  him  equitably  en¬ 
titled  to,  on  a  reconsideration  of  the 
circumstances  stated  in  his  memorial, 
which,  by  the  38th  paragraph  of  our 
letter  in  the  Public  Department  of  the 
15th  April  1795,  was  referred  to  your 
ultimate  decision. 

84.  With  respect  to  the  doubts  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  minute  alluded  to  in 
your  dispatch  of  2nd  November  last, 
of  our  intentions  in  thus  referring 
Captain  Canning’s  memorial  to  your 
revision,  we  have  only  to  observe  that 
in  consequence  of  the  opinion  con¬ 
tained  in  the  8th  paragraph  of  your 
letter  of  the  29th  January  1793  that 
Captain  Canning’s  case  appeared  to 
claim  some  consideration,  we  merely 
meant  to  transfer  the  final  determina¬ 
tion  to'  you,  who  were  much  better 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances 


32 


PUBLIC  UEITER  FROM  COURT 


(15-18)  China  funds. 


(19-23)  Upon  military  subjects, 
relative  to  Fort  Marlbro’. 

(24)  Calling  the  attention  of  the 
Court  to  a  letter  from  the  Superin- 
tendant  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island, 
and  the  answer  thereto. 


(25)  Advising  the  death  of  Mr." 
Thomas  Latham  Atkinson. 

(26)  Do.  of  Mr,  Francis  Smyth.  i 
(27-28)  Writers’  salaries  regulated. 


(29  &  30)  Advising  the  manner  in  ^ 
which  the  pensions  to  the  late  Mecr 
Seid  Ally  Khan^  and  Morad-ul- 
Dowlah,^  relations  of  the  Nabob  of 
Bengal,  have  been  appropriated. 

(31)  At  the  request  of  the  Nabob 
of  Dacca  the  pension  of  rupees  (72) 
seventy  two  to  the  late  Mirza 
Budhun/  continued  to  Mirza  Assud 
Ullah. 


stated  in  the  lucniorial.  instead  of 
passing  the  decision  ourselves. 

85.  We  approve  of  (he  measure 
advised  in  these  [)aragraphs  for  sup¬ 
plying  our  supracargoes  at  Canton 
with  such  money  as  they  may  stand 
in  need  of  for  the  purcltase  of  the 
Company’s  invtcstment,  in  ease  they 
vsliould  not  obtain  tlu‘  necessary  sup¬ 
ply  for  bills  upon  tiie  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors.  We  enclose  you  an  extract  of 
our  orders  to  the  supraeargos  on  the 
subject  of  bills  of  exchange. 

86.  Transferred  to  the  Military 
Department. 

87.  We  have  perused  the  letter 
from  the  Superintendani  of  Prince  of 
Wales  Island,  dated  the  25th  February 
1795,  and  approve  of  your  answer  of 
the  27th  April  to  the  several  proposi¬ 
tions  contained  therein.  Should  it  be 
ultimately  resolved  to  retain  the  settle¬ 
ment,  the  measures  that  should  be 
pursued  for  advaticing  it’s  prosperity 
and  the  Company’s  interests  will 
doubtless  engage  your  staious  atten¬ 
tion. 


88.  Need  no  reply. 

89.  For  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
Governor  General’s  miiuite  of  the 
13th  April  1795,  wc  approve  of  your 
determination  for  regulating  tlxe 
salaries  to  the  writers  in  tlic  manner 
therein  mentioned. 


90.  Wc  approve  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  pensions  to  the  late 
Mccr  Seid  Ally  Khan,  Morad-ul- 
Dowlah  and  Mirza  Bndhtm  have  been 
assigned,  as  mentioned  in  these  para¬ 
graphs. 
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(32  &  33)  Relative  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  justices  of  the  peace  for 
Bombay. 

(34)  Stationary. 

(35-47)  Exchange  of  Company’s 
paper  in  the  hands  of  attornies  of 
absentees. 

(48)  Mentions  the  having  autho¬ 
rized  an  advertisement  to  be  issued, 
for  exchanging  the  Company's  eight 
per  cent  paper  for  six  per  cent  at  the 
discount  for  the  time  being. 

(49)  Advising  the  appointment  of 
Juggernaut  Bose  to  be  head  podar  of 
the  treasury. 

(50)  Transmitting  copy  of  Lieut. 
Hoare’s  instructions  for  a  survey  of 
the  river  Jumna. 


(51-53)  Canal  of  communication 
between  the  Ganges  and  Hooghly. 

(54  &  55)  Relative  to  the  transmis¬ 
sion  of  plants  for  His  Majesty’s  gar¬ 
dens  at  Kew. 

(56)  Mentions  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


91.  Transferred  to  the  Law  Depart¬ 
ment. 


92.  Already  replied  to. 

93.  We  approve  of  the  measure 
advised  in  this  paragraph. 


94.  W^c  approve  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  mentioned  in  this  paragraph. 

95.  Upon  the  completion  of  Lieut. 
Hoare’s  survey  of  the  Jumna  river,  we 
direct  that  you  transmit  to  us  the 
result  of  his  observations,  with  copies 
of  his  plans,  accompanied  by  his  jour¬ 
nal  or  field  book,  that  the  whole  may 
be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of 
Major  Renncll. 

96.  Already  replied  to. 

97.  These  plants  have  been  receiv¬ 
ed  and  forwarded  to  the  Royal 
Gardens. 

98.  Needs  no  reply. 


Answer  to  such  parts  of  the  letters  iii  the  Commercial  Department  as  have 
been  transferred  to  the  Public  Departvienl 

Commercial  letter  of  24th  Decenir.  1794 


(32)  Advising  the  building  of  a 
new  accommodation  yacht. 


(33-35)  Advising  the  adoption  of 
some  new  regulations  for  guiding- 
future  decisions  respecting  pensions 
to  pilots. 

(36  and  37)  Advising  that  the  buoy 
which  was  built  upon  a  new  construc¬ 
tion  has  not  answered. 


99.  We  have  already  signified  our 
approbation  of  your  determination 
for  building  a  new  accommodation 
yacht. 

100.  We  approve  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  mentioned  in  these  paragraphs. 


101.  Need  no  reply. 
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CovifneTCuil  icttcr  of  7lh  hcby.  179S 


(3)  Referring  to  the  report  of  a 
committee  appointed  to  investigate 
the  causes  of  the  great  difference  in 
the  expense  of  building  two  pilot 
schooners  at  Bombay  for  the  service 
of  the  Bengal  river. 


(103)  Transmitting  an  account  of 
the  Marine  expences. 


102.  U  being  nieiuioned  in  the 
report  referred  to  in  tltis  paragraph 
that  if  anyone  can  assign  a  good 
reason  why  the  building  of  the 
lioo^hlcy  schooner  cost  ruptx's  (2,812) 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  more  than  tlu*  ilenvra!  Aher- 
cromhy  it  uni  si  !>e  I  dent.  Frazer, 
who  was  ap|K>inted  to  superintend  the 
building  at  the  Builder’s  OHice,  we 
shall  direct  the  Bombay  (Jovermnent 
to  call  upon  fdeut.  Frazer  for  an 
explanation. 

103.  Needs  no  reply. 


Commercial  leiicr  of  Sth  March  1795 


(76)  Mentions  the  having  given 
orders  for  the  Jackall  to  be  sold  and 
the  reasons  why. 

(79)  A  gratuity  of  (3,000)  three 
thousand  rupees  given  to  Mr.  Chas. 
Rothman  for  his  services  in  arrang¬ 
ing  the  papers  of  the  late  committee 
for  investigating  the  state  of  the 
Marine. 

(80)  Advising  their  having  pre¬ 
pared  a  penalty  bond  to  be  executed 
by  persons  taking  native  servants 
from  India,  to  secure  those  servants 
against  being  sold  as  slaves  during 
any  part  of  Ae  passage  to  Europe. 


104.  For  die  r(%'isons  assigned  in 
the  (laragraph  we  approve  of  your 
having  given  orders  for  die  sale  of 
the  Jackall  packet. 

105.  Needs  no  reply. 


106.  I'he  humane  puriiose  of  this 
bond  is  sidlicient  to  ensure  our  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  measure. 


Commercial  letter  of  I  Sth  May  1795 


(14  and  15)  Advising  the  condi¬ 
tions  upon  which  an  order  had  been 
issued  in  favor  of  Mr.  Harding  for 
the  balance  paid  into  the  Fort 
Marlbro’  treasury  on  account  of  the 
ship  Pearl. 


107.  We  approve  of  the  measures 
advised  in  these  paragraphs. 
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(67-77)  Transmitting  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  state  of  the  Bengal  Marine 
and  the  resolutions  of  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  upon  several 
propositions  contained  therein. 


108.  The  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  state  of 
the  Bengal  Marine  has  either  been 
mislaid  or  has  not  been  transmitted 
to  us,  though  inserted  as  an  article  in 
the  list  of  the  packet ;  you  tvill  there¬ 
fore  cause  a  copy  thereof  to  be  sent 
to  us  by  the  first  sea  conveyance.  We 
have  however  no  hesitation  in  ex¬ 
pressing  our  approbation  of  your 
several  resolutions  upon  the  report  of 
the  6th  April  1795.  The  placing  the 
Marine  Department  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  control  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
is  consonant  to  what  we  have  al¬ 
ready  done  with  respect  to  that 
Department  at  Madras.  In  compli¬ 
ance  with  your  recommendation  we 
are  endeavouring  to  procure  a  num¬ 
ber  of  boys  from  the  Marine  and 
philanthropic  societies,  as  a  recruit 
for  your  pilot  service,  which  by  your 
beforementioned  resolutions  we  ob¬ 
serve  has  been  subjected  to  some  very 
salutary  regulations.  Upon  the  whole 
we  are  very  much  pleased  to  find 
that  the  detailed  expences  of  the 
Marine  Department  is  now  placed 
under  the  most  efficient  control  to 
which  it  can  be  subject,  and  we  are 
confident  that  in  the  discharge  of  this 
part  of  their  duty  the  Board  of  Trade 
will  be  equally  entitled  to  our  ap¬ 
plause  as  in  the  execution  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  other  branches  of  our  concerns 
that  are  at  present  under  their 
management,  and  we  direct  that  the 
annual  account  of  the  expences  of  this 
Department  which  by  the  53rd  para¬ 
graph  of  your  beforementioned  reso¬ 
lutions  is  to  be  prepared  by  this 
Board,  be  regularly  transmitted  to  us, 
with  such  proceedings  as  may  be  had 
thereon,  for  the  purpose  of  checking 
any  profusion  therein,  and  exercising 
that  general  control  over  the  charges 
of  this  Department,  which,  as  you 
very  justly  observe,  a  frequent  review 
and  comparison  of  them  can  alone 
enable  the  Board  of  Trade  to  perform. 
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(78)  Forwarding  a  memorial  from 
Mr.  Bruce  Boswell,  soliciting  the 
Court’s  confirmation  of  his  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Marine  Paymaster  and  Naval 
Storekeeper. 


(79)  Mr.  Wm.  Tomkins,  Deputy 
Master  Attendant  permitted  to  retire 
to  Europe  with  a  pension  of  rupees 
(300)  three  hundred  per  month,  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors  can  be  known. 


(80-83)  Captain  Canning  appointed 
Deputy  Master  Attendant. 


(84)  Advising  the  sale  of  a  small 
unserviceable  vessel  called  the  Lec- 
hoard. 


109.  Mr,  'Faswell  v  horn  you  have 
nominated  Sc'creiary  to  the  Iktard  of 
1Yad(‘  in  the  Marine  Dt'pantneut  has 
been  appointed  by  us  Master  ^Atten- 
dant  at  Madras,  ihn  \ve  ba\e  not  ap¬ 
pointed  any  person  to  suec'eed  Mr. 
'Faswell  in  the'  sc'creiaryship  from  a 
consideration  that  it  bt'ing  a  novel 
institution  and  its  duties  not  distinct¬ 
ly  deliiKxl,  it  may  be  ('xpt'dient  at  the 
first  to  leave  it  to  you  to  make  choice 
of  a  person  duly  (|ualilied  for  the 
office  and  who  is  in  India  under  the 
licence  of  the  CAmpany. 

no.  You  ha\t‘  been  aha'ady  ad¬ 
vised  ol  our  ha\ing  confirmt'd  the 
appointmt'nt  of  Mr.  Hrucc'  Fjoswt'll  in 
tlu'  post  ol  Maritte  I\'ivmaster  atid 
Naval  Stor('iu'e})er,  and  of  our  having 
nominated  Mr.  Walter  Ihver  (o  suc¬ 
ceed  Mr.  Boswell. 

111.  Having  consideia'd  of  the 
peculiar  case  of  Mr.  W'illiam  'Foni- 
kitis,  your  late  Dt'pmy  Master  Atten¬ 
dant  as  staled  in  tlu'  paragraph  be¬ 
fore  us,  we  have'  agreed,  in  consc- 
(jucnce  thert'ol  and  at  vour  earnest 
recommendation,  to  confirm  the  pen¬ 
sion  you  have  grantc'd  him  of  rupees 
(300)  three'  hundri'd  pt'r  mouth  \^'hich 
is  to  be  paid  to  his  otxler  in  Calcutta. 

1 1 2.  For  the  ix'asons  stated  in  these 
paragraphs  we  approve  of  titc  ap¬ 
pointment  ol  Captain  Canning  to  l)c 
Deputy  Master  Attendant  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  O’omkins.  Mr.  Allen  having 
been  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
hill  in  the  post  of  Master  Attendant, 
vve  direct  dtat  Mr.  (kuming  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  next  in  succession  to 
that  ofike  after  Mr.  Allen. 


(1 14)  Mentions  that  the  Bombay 
Government  have  been  requested  to 
distribute  the  prize  money  arising  | 
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from  the  sale  of  the  French  snow  ^  113.  Need  no  reply. 

Brutus  captured  in  1792  (amounting  I 
to  sicca  rupees  (34,542)  thirty  four  [ 
thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  two)  i 
in  the  proportions  due  by  the  rules  I 
of  the  service,  to  the  several  parties 
entitled  to  receive  it.  j 

(115)  Mentions  the  having  sub-  114.  We  direct  that  a  few  copies 
scribed  for  thirty  copies  of  Lieutenant  of  Lieut.  Hayes’s  Survey"'  be  trans- 

Hayes’s  Survey  of  the  South  Extre-  mitted  to  us. 

mity  of  Van  Diaman’s  Land  etc. 

115.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in 
further  part  of  the  number  we  this  season  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt,  Messrs. 
John  Pascal  Larkins  (permitted  to  remain  till  next  season),  James  Wemyss, 
Alexander  Patrick  Johnstone,  Robert  Brooke,  George  Guthrie. 

116.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as 
free  mariners,  vizt.,  James  Murray,  Thomas  Blast,  Richard  Smith. 

117.  As  our  letter  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  dated  the  3rd  July  1795,  was 
transmitted  by  the  Triton,  we  forward  you  a  duplicate  of  that  letter,  to  be 
presented  by  the  Resident  at  Lucknow,  who  will  acquaint  His  Excellency  that 
the  original  was  on  ])oard  the  Triton,  when  that  ship  was  captured  by  the 
enemy. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

D.  Scott  /  J.  Manship  /  J.  Hunter  / 
Jacob  Bosanquet  /  Simon  Fraser  / 
John  Roberts  /  Thos.  Parry  /  George 
Tatem/W.  Bensley  /  Lionel  Darell  / 
Stepn.  Williams  /  John  Travers  /  Robt. 
Thornton  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  W. 
Elph instone  /  Joseph  Cotton  /  A.  M. 
Campbell. 
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LETTER  DATED  31  AUGUST  1796 

Treaty  of  friendship ,  commerce  and,  navigation  between  England  and  the 
V.S.A, 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  27th  July. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency  vizt,, 

Public  letter  dated  11th  January  1796. 

Do  Do  2nd  February  1796. 


London, 

the  27th  July  1796. 
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Political  letter  dated  9th  January  17%. 

Do  Do  1st  hVhniary  1/96. 

Military  letter  dared  9th  January  17%. 

Do  Do  1st  Februarv  1796. 

Foreign  letter  dated  1st  February  1796, 

Separate  letter  (Salt,  Opium  and  Oustoins)  dated  1 1th  famiarv  1796 
Separate  letter  (Law)  dated  lltli  Januarv  1796. 

Judicial  letter  dated  3 1st  December  1795. 

Commercial  letter  dated  lltli  Januarv  1796. 


3.  We  transmit  for  your  information  and  guidance  the  following  extract 
from  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and  navigation  lauwecm  f  Hs  Britaimick 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  yVmerica  datt'd  the  19ih  No\eniber  1794. 

Article  13.  “His  Majesty  consents  that  the  vesstds  belonging  u\  ilw  citi/ens 
of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  be  admitted  and  Itospitahlv  rc'ceived  in 
all  the  sea  ports  and  harbours  of  the  British  territorit\s  in  the  Fast  Indies  and 
that  the  citizens  of  the  said  United  States  may  fre<dy  carry  on  a  trade  between 
the  said  territories  and  the  said  United  States,  in^  all  artic'les  of  which  the 
importation  or  exportation  respectively  to  or  from  thc‘  said  tca-ritories  shall  nor 
entirely  be  prohibited.  Provided  only  that  it  shall  not  he  lawful  for  them 
in  any  time  of  war,  between  the  British  (hivm’ninent  and  aity  other  power 
or  state  whatever,  to  export  from  the  said  territoricss,  without  i[ie  sp(‘eial  per** 
mission  of  the  Ihdtish  Government  there,  any  militarv  stores,  or  naval  stores, 
or  nee.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  pay  for  their  v(*ss<4s  when' 
admitted  into  the  said  ports  no  other  or  highm'  tonnagx*  dutv  than  shall  he 
payable  on  British  vessels,  when  admitted  into  the  ports  of  tlte  United  States, 
and  they  shall  pay  no  other  or  higher  duties  or  ehargvs  on  the  ititportalion 
or  exportation  of  the  cargoes  of  the  said  vessels,  than  shall  he  pavahh*  on  the 
same  articles,  when  imported  or  exported  in  British  ve.ssels.  But  ii  is  (‘xnresslv 
agreed  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  shttl!  not  carry  ;mv  of  tin'  ttrrieles 
exporte  y  them  from  rhe  stiid  British  territories  to  anv  port  or  pltice  except 
to  some  port  or  place  m  America,  where  the  stime  .si, till  in-  unladen  :  .anti  .snth 
regulations  shall  be  adopted  by  both  parties  as  shall  IVotn  tinte  tt,  ti.ne  ho 
found  necessary  to  enforce  the  due*  and  ftti.hfnl  ttb.servtttu.e  of  this  stipnlt, tin.' 

It  IS  also  understood  that  the  permi.ssion  grtinted  by  this  tirtiele  is  not 
to  extend  to  allow  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  carry  on  any  pan  of 
the  coastmg  trade  of  the  said  British  territories,  but  vessels  going  v^h  their 
“  tliscluirge  to  another  arc 

to  be  consJn?e?r'^1l^"  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade.  Neither  is  this  ttnicle 
the^Lkl  Te)w  the  citizens  of  the  said  States  to  settle  or  reside  within 

sion  of  the  BnrT<d  interior  parts  thereof  without  the  permis- 

hould  b^atm^nr  Government  established  there;  and  if  a.iy  transt^ression 
ihrmnect  Shf  regulations  of  the  British  (Jovernment  in 

otLr  Snsemsir  r?’  y^g^anner  as  against  British  subjects  or 

whenevlr  Srarrii  United  States 

should  be  nermitted  in  7  said  tcrritoric.s  or  if  they 

shall  always  be  subieor  ^  ?;c)  to  any  other  [ilace  therein, 

nature  established  in  srirh  b  government  and  jurisdiction  of  whatever 

established  in  such  harbour,  port  or  place,  according  as  the  same  may 
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be  ;  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  also  touch  for  refreshment  at  the 
island  of  St.  Helena,  but  subject  in  all  respects  to  such  regulations  as  the 
British  Government  may  from  time  to  time  establish  there.” 

4.  We  wish  in  a  particular  manner  to  draw  your  attention  to,  and  direct 
your  observance  of,  that  part  of  the  article  w^hich  prohibits  the  citizens  of 
America  (in  common  with  other  foreigners)  from  setting  [settling]  or  residing 
within  the  Company's  territories  without  the  permission  of  the  British 
Government. 

5.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  taking  place  in  the  Government  of  Fort 
St.  George  by  the  death  or  coming  away  of  the  Right  Hon’blc  Lord  Hobart, 
we  have  resolved  that  Major  General  Alured  Clarke  shall  take  charge  of  that 
Government  till  the  arrival  of  a  successor  to  His  Lordship,  and  should  General 
Clarke  be  in  Bengal  at  the  time  of  such  an  event  occurring,  we  direct  that  he 
proceed  to  Fort  St.  George  as  soon  as  he  conveniently  can. 

6.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Edward  Moore  a  writer  for  your  Presidency, 
in  further  part  of  the  number  agreed  on  this  season  to  be  sent  thither. 

7.  Having  established  regulations  respecting  the  sums  to  be  paid  by 
passengers  to  and  from  India  on  the  ships  in  the  Company  service,  we  trans¬ 
mitted  copies  thereof  by  the  ships  Pitt  and  Phoenix  for  the  information  of 
our  servants  at  your  Presidency. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  J.  Manship  /  John  Ro¬ 
berts;  /  George  Tatem  /  J.  Smith  Bur¬ 
ges  /  Joseph  Cotton  /  Lionel  Darell  / 
London,  W.  Bensley  /  Stepn.  Williams  /  Simon 

the  31st  August  1796.  Fraser  /  J.  Hunter  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  / 

Chas.  Mills. 
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Acknowledgment  of  letters  from  the  various  Departments — other  miscel¬ 
laneous  items. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  31st  August 
1796. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency  vizt., 

Letters  in  the  Public  Department  dated  7th  March,  20th  May  and 
5th  July  1796. 

Letters  in  the  Political  Department  dated  5th  March,  12th  May, 
30th  June  and  11th  July  1796. 
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Letters  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  7lh  March,  3()th  April 
and  30th  June  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Kevenue  Department  dated  1st  March  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Judicial  Department  dated  1st  March  1796. 

Letters  in  the  Separate  Department  (Opiitin,  Salt  and  (aisronis) 
dated  7th  March,  20th  May  and  5th  July  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Separate  Departmetu  (Law)  dated  20th  Mav  1796. 
Letter  from  Sir  John  Shore  dated  lOth  March  1796. 

3.  We  have  resolved  to  appoint  thirty  writers  for  your  Presidency  this 
season. 

4.  Major  Laurence  Gall,  formerly  of  your  establishment,  has  our  leave 
to  proceed  to  Bengal  to  settle  his  private  aft'airs. 

5.  We  have  permitted  Sir  George  Rumbold  Bart  to  proceed  to  Bengal, 
and  remain  there  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  private  alTairs. 

6.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  fret? 
mariners,  vizt.,  William  Sinton,  James'  Connell,  Alexander  Walker,  Moses 
Redmond,  David  Drummond. 

We  arc, 

Your  afl'ectionaie  frituids, 

D.  Scott /Hugh  Inglis/  [.  Smith  Bur¬ 
ges  /  (;corge  'raicm  /  W.  Bensley  / 
rhos.  Parry  j  John  Roberts  j  joim 
Travers  /  Thos.  1’.  Metcalfe  /  Stepn. 
Williams  /  Paul  Le  Mcsuricr/0.  W. 
Thcllusson  /  W.  Elphinstone  /  |.  Hun¬ 
ter /Joseph  Cotton  /  Abra'ni  Rohans. 


London, 

the  20th  January  1797. 


LETTER  DATED  1  MARCFI  1797 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  20th  January. 

2.  It  being  extremely  material  to  the  convenience  of  the  Comoanv  that 
all  payments  from  their  treasury  in  London  during  the  war  shoS  be^aoT 

for  commS  Prefer  drawing  bills  on  us 

a  difference  in  favL  S  instead  of  twelve  months’  sight,  making 
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3.  At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  we  shall  transmit  you 
several  copies  of  a  pamphlet  published  by  it’s  directions  containing  questions 
proposed  to  farmers,  nurserymen  and  gardeners.  We  direct  you  will  circulate 
them  in  such  manner  as  you  may  deem  most  effectual  to  procure  the  infor¬ 
mation  therein  required  and,  after  having  obtained  the  same,  that  you  will 
I'enirn  them  to  us,  for  the  purpose  of  being  forwarded  to  that  Board. 

4.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in  part 
of  the  number  we  this  season  (1796)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt.,  Messrs. 
Benjamin  Deane  Wyatt,  John  Kinloch,  Thomas  Powncy  (abroad),  Richmond 
Thackeray,  William  John  Sands,  Charles  D’Oylcy,  Charles  Idoyd. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

D.  Scott  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  John  Roberts  / 
W.  Bensley  /  Thos.  Parry  /  G.  W. 
Thellusson  /  Stepn.  Williams  /  A.  Ro- 
London,  harts  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  John  Tra- 

the  1st  March  1797,  vers  /  Joseph  Cotton  /  J.  Baring  /  Jacob 

Bosanquet  /  W.  Elphinstone. 
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LETTER  DATED  22  MARCH  1797 

Sir  John  Shore's  health — difference  of  opinion  between  the  Governments 
of  Bengal  and  Madras — affairs  of  the  Vazir  of  Otidh — Marquis  Cornwallis  to 
come  to  India  as  Governor -General  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  The  information  we  have  had  of  the  precarious  state  of  Sir  John 
Shore’s  health  and  the  apprehensions  he  has  expressed  in  consequence  that 
he  might  be  obliged  to  quit  the  government  make  us  doubtful  whether  this 
will  find  him  in  India,  and  circumstances  have  come  to  our  knowledge  tending 
to  create  an  uncertainty  whether  Lord  Hobart  may  not  likewise  be  on  his 
passage  home.  This  happens  when  arrangements  of  the  first  consequence  are 
necessary  to  be  carried  into  effect ;  the  courts  of  adawlut  which  we  are  so 
anxious  to  see  established  in  our  provinces  on  the  coasts  of  Coromandel  and 
Malabar  on  principles  similar  to  those  which  have  produced  such  beneficial 
effects  at  Bengal  ought  not  to  be  unnecessarily  delayed. 

2.  We  have  likewise  under  our  consideration  what  measures  it  may  be 
necessary  for  us  to  take  in  consequence  of  the  material  changes  in  the  Com¬ 
merce  of  the  East,  which  must  ensue  from  our  acquisition  of  the  Dutch  settle¬ 
ments  in  the  Eastern  Seas.  In  addition  to  all  this,  we  have  had  the  mortification 
to  observe  that  very  unfortunate  differences  of  opinion  have  taken  place 
between  our  Governments  of  Bengal  and  Madras^  relative  to  onr  connection 
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with  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  Rajah  of  Taiijoic.  And  lastly  we  have  had 
the  severe  mortification  to  learn  that  the  army  aiiangcnimits  which  we  had 
adopted  after  much  deliberation/  and  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  most  enormous 
expence,  have  not  been  received  at  the  Presidency  of  Bengal  with  that  decent 
respect/ far  less  universal  satisfaction  which  we  had  a  just  right  to  expect. 
However  vexatious  this  reflection  may  be  and  however  just  rite  dissatisfaction 
it  has  created  in  us,  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  those  who  may  have  been 
the  leading  instruments  in  propagating  so  unwarrantable  a  spirit,  it  has  not 
and  shall  not  discourage  us  from  continuing  to  consult  and  promote  the  real 
interests  of  a  body  ofmen  whose  meritorious  services  we  shall  never  forget 
and  to  whose  substantial  comforts  we  shall  never  cease  to  attend. 

3.  In  thus  generally  referring  to  the  most  important  points  which  in  the 
present  moment  have  attracted  our  attention  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  pass 
over  in  silence  the  affairs  of  the  Vizier  of  Oudc'  ;  bis  interests  and  ours  are 
so  inseparably  connected,  we  never  can  be  indifl’ercnt  to  what  passes  within 
his  territories.  We  arc  perfectly  aware  of  the  delicacy  and  dillictilties  which 
attend  this  subject,  but  wc  can  never  cease  earnestly  to  wisli  and  hope  that 
some  such  melioration  may  take  place  in  the  interior  government  of  the 
Vizier’s  country  as  may  ensure  that  prosperity  to  his  provinces,  and  that 
security  to  his  subjects,  without  which  there  can  exist  no  rational  prospect  of 
permanent  advantage,  either  to  his  own  interests  or  to  ours,  so  intimately 
connected  with  them. 

4.  Owing  to  such  consequential  considerations  the  Marcjuis  Cornwallis, 
who  both  in  a  civil  and  military  capacity  has  already  rendered  services  to  the 
Company  of  a  most  important  and  brilliant  nature,  has  been  requested  to 
undertake  another  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging 
these  weighty  matters ;  and  under  all  the  present  existing  circumstances,  wc 
deem  ourselves  particillarly  fortunate  in  having  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
Marquis  has  complied  with  our  wishes,  and  that  wc  have  accordingly  un¬ 
animously  appointed  His  Lordship  to  be  Governor  General  and  Commander 
in  Chief.  These  offices  His  Lordship  is  to  take  cliarge  of,  immediately  on  his 
arrival  in  India. 

5.  We  have,  at  the  same  time,  a  just  sense  of  Sir  John  Shore’s  great  merit, 
and  of  those  services  which  have  proved  so  highly  beneficial  to  Company’s 
interests ;  we  therefore  trust  that  so  long  as  he  shall  remain  in  Bengal,  he 
will  continue  to  render  his  best  services  on  those  occasions  wherein  he  can 
be  most  useful,  and  as  no  other  Commander  in  Chief  can  act  as  stich  or  have 
a  seat  in  Council  while  Marquis  Cornwallis  remains  in  India,  wc  direct  that 
the  seat  in  Council  next  to  that  of  Governor  General  shall  if  agreeable  to 
Sir  John  Shore,  be  supplied  by  him  for  the  time  he  may  remain  in  India. 

6.  In  the  event  of  Lord  Hobart  having  succeeded  to  the  office  of  Governor 
General  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  in  India,  Lord 
Hobart  upon  the  arrival  of  Lord  Cornwallis  is  to  resume  the  government  of 
Fort.  St.  George  until  the  departure  of  the  noble  Marquis  for  Europe. 

7.  Lord  Hobart’s  management  and  direction  of  the  different  expeditions 
sent  from  Madras  merit  our  highest  commendation ;  ability,  zeal  and 
promptitude  distinguisheci  His  Lordship’s  conduct  in  these  expeditions,  and  XQ 
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which  we  must  ascribe  in  a  great  degree  the  very  advantageous  situation  in 
which  our  affairs  in  India  are  placed  by  our  recent  conquests  in  that  quarter 
of  the  world. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

D.  Scott  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  Lionel  Darell  / 

Smith  Burges  /  George  Tatem  /  Thos. 

T.  Metcalfe  /  W.  Bensley  /  John  Ro- 
London,  bcrts  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  Stepn.  Wih 

the  22nd  March  1797.  liam  I  Chas.  Mills  /  John  Travers  /  G. 

W.  Thcllusron  /  Joseph  Cotton. 
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LETTER  DATED  19  APRIL  1797 

Dr.  RtisselVs  manuscript  on  Indian  snakes — collection  of  materials  for  a 
history  of  lndia7i  sfiakes — Captain  Layman  censured. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  22nd  March. 

2.  Doctor  Patrick  Russell,^  m.d.,  f.r.s.  who  was  formerly  in  our  service 
having  presented  us  with  a  valuable  manuscript  account  of  Indian  serpents 
collected  on  the  coast  of  Choromandel  containing  descriptions  and  drawings 
of  each  species  together  with  experiments  and  remarks  on  their  several  poisons, 
wx  have  in  justice  to  the  Doctor’s  merit  and  from  a  conviction  that  the  im* 
portant  information  therein  described  cannot  fail  of  proving  highly  useful 
to  the  medical  gentlemen  and  others  in  India,  thought  fit  to  publish  the  same, 
and  in  a  separate  box  you  will  receive  twenty  copies  for  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing  those  who  may  wish  to  be  possessed  of  the  work,  the  price  of  which  is  rated 
at  35  sicca  rupees  each  book. 

3.  As  we  are  particularly  desirous  that  the  history  of  Indian  serpents, 
of  which  the  present  forms  only  a  part,  should  be  rendered  as  complete  as 
possible,  we  direct  that  you  use  your  best  endeavors  for  collecting  and  sending 
him  from  time  to  time  colored  drawings,  descriptions  and  specimens  in  spirits 
of  all  such  as  may  not  be  comprehended  in  the  above  collection.  We  also 
desire  that  the  Medical  Board  be  instructed  to  solicit  the  free  communication 
of  all  such  experiments  and  observations  relative  to  the  effects  of  the  poison  of 
serpents  when  left  to  itself  as  well  as  to  the  effects  of  the  means  employed 
by  way  of  remedy,  which  in  future  may  be  furnished  from  practice  and 
experience.  The  Doctor  has  assured  us  that  from  the  general  disposition  he 
experienced  in  aid  of  his  pursuits  in  this  line,  while  resident  in  India,  there 
is  little  doubt  of  our  views  on  this  head  being  in  time  effectually  accomplished, 
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that  the  proper  discriniination  of  serpents  will  be  established  and  that  in  all 
probability,  remedies  may  be  discovered  more  cHicacious  than  any  oi  those 
now  known. 

4.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark  that  mere  acxident  or  a  very  small 
exertion  of  curiosity  puts  it  in  the  power  of  almost  every  gentleman  resident 
in  India  to  contribute  in  some  degree  to  the  attainment  of  so  imponant  an 
object.  To  those  who  have  previously  been  but  little  conversant  in  that  pan 
of  natural  history,  the  plan  pursued  in  the  publication  already  referred  to 
may  serve  as  a  general  guide.  The  naturalist  will  probably  makt‘  improve¬ 
ments,  and  institute  more  conclusive  experiments,  while  such  as  are  disposed 
to  transmit  specimens  or  information  without  engaging  further  in  unpleasant 
investigation  may  render  material  service  by  attending  to  the  following 
circumstances. 

5.  The  specimen  to  be  sent  sltoukl  be  as  entire  as  possible,  it's  color 
should  be  described  in  writing  even  where  a  painter  can  be  procured  on  llie 
spot,  its  dimensions  taken,  that  is,  the  length  from  the  nose  to  the  anus,  the 
length  of  the  tail,  the  circumference  of  the  head  and  neck,  as  also  of  the  thickest 
part  of  the  trunk,  its  reputed  qualities  among  the  natives,  togetlier  with  it’s 
name  written  in  the  country  language,  as  well  as  expresstxl  in  Ihiglish  in 
Roman  letter. 

6.  The  specimen  is  then  to  be  |)ut  into  spirits,  which  should  be  changed 
as  often  as  they  appear  foul,  and  the  specimen  washed  in  plain  vvaica*  before 
it  is  put  into  fresh  spirits. 

7.  When  different  subjects  are  put  into  the  same  vessel  they  should  be 
distinguished  by  a  number  cut  on  a  small  slij)  of  wood  allixed  to  the  siring 
by  which  the  specimen  is  suspended,  the  number  corresponding  to  a  separate 
explanation. 

8.  When  the  subject  is  large,  or  has  accidentally  been  bruised,  it  becomes 
more  peculiarly  necessary  to  change  the  spirits  before  shipping  for  Europe. 

9.  In  respect  to  drawing,  accuracy  is  chieily  to  be  attended  to  in  ih(‘ 
general  form,  the  figure  of  the  lamina  of  the  hciid,  the  situation  of  the  eyes 
and  nostrils,  the  shape  and  disposition  of  the  scales.  In  colouring,  care  should 
be  taken  to  restrain  the  painter  from  rendering  the  brighter  colors  too  glaring. 

10.  In  what  concerns  communications  respecting  the  effects  of  venomous 
bites  or  of  the  remedies  applied,  the  circumstances  following  should  be 
ascertained. 

11.  The  sex  and  age  of  the  patient,  the  part  bitten,  the  interval  between 
the  symptoms  of  disorder  and  the  bite,  the  course  and  termination  of  the 
disease,  the  precise  time  of  death  where  the  case  proves  fatal,  or  where 
otherwise,  the  progress  of  convalescence.  In  like  manner  the  exact  time  of 
making  medicinal  applications,  and  their  visible  effects  should  be  carefully 
noted. 

12.  Where  the  serpent  that  has  bitten  is  immediately  caught,  he  Sihould, 
if  not  already  known,  be  carefully  described,  hut  it  frequently  happens  that 
It  makes  it’s  escape,  leaving  it  doubtful  what  species  had  clone  the  mmhiel  io 
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which  case  it  is  necessary  to  guard  against  ascribing  to  an  innocent  snake, 
which  may  happen  to  be  found  soon  after  near  the  place  (a  circumstance 
that  has  sometimes  happened),  a  crime  of  which  it  was  incapable. 

13.  To  medical  gentlemen  these  hints  will  be  altogether  superfluous, 
as  their  professional  knowledge  will  naturally  direct  them  to  such  objects, 
but  as  intelligent  individuals,  both  Europeans  and  natives,  may  in  their  local 
situations  sometimes  have  it  in  their  power  to  acquire  incidental  information 
which  they  might  be  discouraged  from  communicating,  under  an  idea  that 
such  matters  require  to  be  drawn  up  in  due  medical  form,  as  that  a  solitary 
fact  can  be  but  of  little  service,  we  have  judged  it  necessary  to  point  out 
the  particulars  to  which  their  attention  should  be  directed,  and  wc  trust  if 
information  is  not  obtainable  on  all  these  points,  such  persons  will  not  refrain 
from  communicating  any  case  even  the  most  imperfect  that  may  occur,  as 
every  single  fact  well  ascertained  adds  to  the  stock  of  useful  materials. 

14.  In  addition  to  what  we  have  above  stated,  wc  should  be  glad  to  have 
procured  and  forwarded  to  us,  specimens  of  the  cobra  inonil,  and  of  the  snake 
mentioned  in  the  case  communicated  by  Captain  Gowdic,  vide  Doctor  Russeirs 
book,  page  80. 

15.  Wc  wish  also  that  some  experiments  may  be  made  with  the  snake 
no.  8  in  the  above  collection. 

16-  We  have  resolved  that  the  duty  of  five  per  cent  charged  by  the 
Company  on  the  importation  of  gold  dust  and  gold  in  bars  be  discontinued. 

17.  In  consequence  of  an  application  from  the  Marine  Society,  we  have 
transmitted  sundry  of  their  letters  and  books  to  our  Presidencies  in  India, 
wishing  to  countenance  an  institution  so  very  beneficial  to  the  interest  and 
prosperity  of  the  British  nation  :  we  authorize  you  to  draw  bills  of  exchange 
upon  us  for  the  amount  of  such  subscription  as  may  be  paid  into  your  hands 
on  that  account  in  favor  of  their  treasurer  for  the  time  being. 

18.  Wc  have  permitted  Mr.  Thomas  Twining  to  return  to  his  rank  in 
our  Civil  Service  at  your  Presidency. 

19.  Mr.  Willoughby  Bertie  Estwicke,  who  was  appointed  a  writer  for 
Bombay  last  season,  and  who  proceeded  thither  on  the  ship  Malabar ^  has  since 
been  appointed  a  writer  for  your  Presidency  on  the  list  of  last  season  1795 
and  we  have  directed  our  Government  of  Bombay  to  order  him  to  proceed 
to  his  duty  in  Bengal  by  the  first  opportunity. 

20.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in 
further  part  of  the  number  we  this  season  (1796)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt., 
Messrs  James  Hudson,  Mathew  Law,  Lewis  Mackenzie. 

21.  Wc  have  permitted  Mr.  Janies  Archibald  Simpson  to  proceed  to 
Bengal  to  practice  as  a  Barrister  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  there. 

22.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  George  Place  to  proceed  to  Bengal  to  follow 
his  profession  as  a  miniature  painter. 

23.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Gervas  Robinson  to  proceed  to  Bengal  and 
reside  there  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  private  affairs. 
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24.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  free 
mariners,  vizt.,  Alexander  Gardner,  Blisseti  William  Gould,  George  Mouat 
Keith,  Charles  Heron,  Robert  Holt,  Robert  Beck. 

25.  We  are  greatly  surprized  to  learn  that  while  the  ship  Fowng  William 
was  in  the  Straits  of  Allass  in  March  1796,  proceeding  from  China  to  England, 
the  Rajah  would  not  allow  Captain  Mortlock,  the  commander,  to  receive  any 
other  refreshment  for  his  ship’s  company  than  water,  although  the  natives 
seemed  very  desirous  of  furnishing  him  with  other  supplies.  We  understand 
that  the  Rajah  wished  to  have  no  further  dealings  with  strangers  on  account 
of  the  ill-treatment  he  received  from  a  Captain  Lemmon,  commander  of  a 
country  ship,  who  passed  through  those  straits  a  month  before,  and  who  in 
consequence  of  some  of  his  men  having  deserted  got  the  Rajah  on  board  and 
kept  him  it  is  said  in  irons  till  the  men  where  [were]  delivered.  If  the  informa¬ 
tion  we  have  received  be  true,  Captain  Lemmon  has  been  guilty  of  great  mis¬ 
conduct,  and  deserves  our  severe  reprehension,  and  we  direct  that  these  senti¬ 
ments  be  made  known  to  him,  if  at  your  Presidency,  and  that  other  persons 
in  this  line  be  cautioned  against  similar  acts  of  outrage  in  future. 

26.  Having  appointed  Hugh  Inglis  Esquire  our  Chiairman,  Jacob 
Bosanquet  Esquire  our  Deputy  Chairman,  and  John  Mansbip  Estpiire  during 
the  present  direction  to  be  a  Secret  Committee,  agreeably  to  and  for  the 
purposes  stated  in  the  Acts  of  the  24th,  26th  and  33rd  of  flis  present  Majesty, 
we  hereby  direct  that  all  orders  and  instructions  which  you  shall  receive  from 
our  said  Secret  Committee  be  observed  and  obeyed  with  the*  same  punctuality 
and  exactness  as  though  they  had  been  signed  by  thirteen  or  more  members 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  conformably  to  the  said  Acts. 

27.  We  have  appointed  Hugh  Inglis  Esqr.  our  Chairman,  Jacob  Bosanquet 
Esquire  our  Deputy  Chairman,  together  with  Sir  Francis  Baring  Baronet, 
William  Bensley  Esquire,  Sir  John  Smith  Burges  and  Sir  Lionel  Darell  Baronet, 
William  Devaynes  and  John  Hunter  Esquires,  Sir  Stephen  Lushington 
Baronet,  John  Manship  and  John  Roberts  Esquires  to  be  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy  for  giving  the  necessary  directions  respecting  the  safety  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  shipping.  The  orders  therefore  of  any  three  of  the  said  Committee 
respecting  the  same  must  be  obeyed  with  the  greatest  punctuality. 


We  arc, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  Jacob  Bosanquet  /  J. 
Smith  Burges  /  W.  Bensley  /  Joseph 
Cotton /Paul  Lc  Mesurier  /  John  Tra¬ 
vers  /  Edwd.  Parry  /  J.  Hunter  /  John 
Roberts  /  Robt.  Thornton  /  T.  T.  Met¬ 
calfe  /  Lionel  Darell. 


London, 

the  19th  April  1797. 
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Specimens  of  cochineal  procured  from  insects  at  Rio  de  Janeiro — settlement 
withdrawn  from  the  Andamayis — loss  of  the  Gillet  schoofier — Ensign  Blunfs 
narrative  of  the  journey  from  Chunargarh  to  Rajahmundry  to  be  sent  to  Major 
Rennell — irregularity  in  sending  consultations  to  Court — Company's  respom 
sible  servants  mstructed  to  send  useful  materials  for  a  general  history  of  British 
affairs  m  the  East  Indies  to  be  written  by  the  Company’s  Historiographer. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  By  the  present  conveyance  we  shall  reply  to  your  dispatches  in  the 
Public  Department  of  the  following  dates,  the  28th  August,  the  2nd  November, 
and  16th  December  1795,  the  11th  January,  2nd  February,  7th  March,  20th 
May  and  the  5th  July  1796. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department^ 
dated  the  28th  August  1795 


(1)  Forwarding  copies  of  the  last 
advices. 

(24)  Pecuniary  supplies  to  Fort 
St.  George. 


(5)  Transmitting  a  letter  from 
Jonathan  Duncan  Esqr.  expressing 
his  acknowledgements  to  the  Court 
for  their  having  appointed  him  to  the 
Government  of  Bombay. 

(6-7)  Advising  the  agreement  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  House  of  Gopaul 
Doss  Hurry  Kishen  Doss  for  supply¬ 
ing  the  Government  of  Bombay  with 
the  monthly  sum  of  three  lacks  of 
rupees  for  bills  on  Benares,  at  the  ex¬ 
change  of  100  Benares  rupees  for  96 
Bombay  rupees. 


2.  Needs  no  reply. 

3.  We  very  much  commend  the 
attention  you  have  shewn  to  the  pecu¬ 
niary  wants  of  the  Madras  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  the  great  assistance  you  have 
afforded  them,  as  advised  in  your 
several  dispatches. 

4.  Needs  no  reply. 


5.  Wc  approve  of  the  agreement 
with  the  House  of  Gopaul  Doss  Hurry 
Kishen  Doss  for  supplying  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Bombay  with  the  monthly 
sum  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  for  bills 
on  Benares  at  the  exchange  of  100 
Benares  rupees  for  96  Bombay  rupees. 
You  will  be  mindful  however  of  the 
necessity  of  continuing  to  effect  your 
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(8)  Bombay  recommended  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  their  promissory  notes  in 
future  at  the  rate  of  discount  at  which 
they  were  purchased  before  it  was  re¬ 
duced  to  3  per  cent. 

(9)  Referring  to  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Secretary  Hay  to  the  Secretary  at 
Bombay  on  the  subject  of  a  reference 
made  of  that  Government  in  the  case 
of  Revd.  Mr.  Mason  who  died  intes¬ 
tate  in  the  Malabar  province. 

(10-11)  Relative  to  Captain  Thomas 
Scott. 

(12)  Referring  to  copies  of  advices 
received  from  Fort  Marlborough  and 
the  instructions  and  resolutions  of  the 
Governor  General  and  Council  on  the 
several  subjects  before  them  regarding 
that  Presidency. 


(13)  Captain  Thomas  Clayton^  ap¬ 
pointed  to  succeed  to  the  command 
of  the  troops  at  Fort  Marlborough  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  Captain 
John  Rot  ton. 

(14)  Advising  their  having  com¬ 
plied  with  the  Fort  Marlborough 
indent  for  stores  as  far  as  was  in  their 
powers  and  referring  to  their  decision 
on  the  reference  from  the  Deputy 
Governor  and  Council  and  Lieutenant 
Hiram  Cox  relative  to  the  plantation 
at  Bantarim. 

(15-16)  Referring  to  their  corres¬ 
pondence  with  the  Superintendant  at 
Prince  of  Wales  Island ;  and  men¬ 
tioning  their  intention  of  forwarding 
their  remarks  on  Major  Kyd^s  report 
concerning  that  settlement  by  the 
next  opportunity. 


annual  remittances  to  the  Bombay 
Presidency  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms. 

6.  Needs  no  reply. 


7.  We  approve  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Hay’s  letter  to  the  Bombay  vSecretary 
on  the  subject  mentioned  in  this 
l>aragraph. 


8.  Re])lied  to  in  our  dispatches  to 
Bombay,  a  copy  of  which  you  will 
receive  as  usual. 

9.  We  have  perused  the  advices 
from  Fort  Marlborough,  referred  to  in 
this  paragraph,  and  approve  generally 
of  your  answer  to  them  of  the  18th 
August  1795.  But  this  approbation  is 
expressed  with  a  reserve  to  such 
orders  as  we  may  think  proper  to  give 
in  our  direct  dispatches  to  that  Resi¬ 
dency. 

10.  We  aj)prove  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Captain  Thomas  C'layton  to 
the  Command  of  the  troops  at  Fort 
Marlborough  on  the  death  of  Captain 
John  Rotton. 

11.  Our  answer  to  this  paragraph 
is  included  in  our  reply  to  the  12th 
paragraph. 


12.  We  have  no  particular  obser- 
t^ations  to  make  or  directions  to  give 
you  on  the  correspondence  with  the 
Superintendant  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island  referred  to  in  these  paragraphs. 
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(17)  Referring  to  a  letter  from  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  from  the  Inspec¬ 
tor  of  Drugs,  on  a  representation  from 
Prince  of  Wales  Island  relative  to  the 
indifferent  quality  of  the  Patna  opium 
sent  to  that  settlement. 

(18)  Transmitting  a  statement  of  " 
the  fixed  estabhshments  of  the 
General,  Judicial,  Revenue,  Commer¬ 
cial  and  Marine  Branches  and  a  list 
of  covenanted  servants. 

(19)  Containing  a  list  of  the  judi¬ 

cial  appointments  for  the  zemindary 
of  Benares  etc.  > 

(20)  Advising  tltc  death  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Charters. 

(21-22)  Advising  some  judicial  ap¬ 
pointments. 

(23)  Enclosing  a  list  of  appoint¬ 
ments  in  the  Public  Department. 

(24-25)  Referring  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  under  which  the  office  of 
Register  of  Covenants  is  to  be  con¬ 
ducted. 

(26)  Advising  the  return  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Charters  to  England  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

(27)  Mentions  the  death  of  Mr. 
John  Richardson  Bart,  one  of  His 
Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
that  the  vacancy  has  been  supplied 
by  Mr.  Matthew  Louis. 

(28)  Mentions  the  conviction  and 
execution  of  sundry  persons  for  a 
burglary. 

(29)  Regulations  for  the  gold  coin¬ 
age. 

(30-32)  Advising  a  regulation  res¬ 
pecting  powers  of  attorney. 


13.  buclr  observations  as  we  may 
see  occasion  to  make  on  the  subject 
of  opium  will  be  found  in  our 
separate  letter  under  that  head.. 


14.  Need  no  reply. 


15.  Transferred  to  the  Law  Depart¬ 
ment. 


V  16.  Need  no  reply. 


17.  Replied  to  in  our  letter  in  the 
>  Public  Department  of  the  27th  July 
,  last. 


(33)  Advising  the  discharge  of  the  18.  Needs  no  reply, 
late  Mr.  Blaquire’s  bond. 
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(34-39)  Noticing  the  introduction 
of  the  cochineal  insect  into  Bengal 
from  Rio  Janerio,  and  the  measures 
pursued  thereupon. 


19.  The  specimens  of  cochineal 
forwarded  by  Dr.  Roxburgh  and 
Mr.  Tasweli,  as  also  two  parcels  sent 
from  the  Coast  by  Dt.  Anderson  and 
Dr.  Berry,  the  whole  raised  from  the 
insect  procured  at  Rio  tie  Janerio  by 
Captain  Neilson,  have  been  shewn  to 
some  oi  die  best  judges  of  the  com¬ 
modity  in  the  kingdom,  who  all  agree 
chat  it  is  the  Sylvester,  or  wild  species, 
and  that  there  is  little  prospect  of  its 
being  cultivated  to  any  advantage  for 
the  supply  of  the  Europe  market 
unless  it  could  be  allorded  at  about 
one-third  of  the  price  of  the  Guina  (?) 
or,  say  at  from  5s  to  6s  per  lb,  freight 
and  all  charges  included.  From  the 
opinions  of  Dr.  Dinwiddie  and  other 
chemists,  this  article  would  seem  to 
rank  in  higher  estimation.  We  are 
therefore  not  disposed  hastily  to 
check  the  whole  of  its  progress  and  in 
conseciuence  have  given  a  quantity 
into  the  hands  of  some  of  our  dyers, 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  it  practical¬ 
ly  on  a  larger  scale  than  has  yet  taken 
place.  The  operations  are  now  under 
trial  and  from  the  result  we  may  be 
better  enabled  to  draw  our  iinal  con¬ 
clusions  which  shall  l>e  made  known 
to  you  by  some  subsequent  oppor¬ 
tunity.  The  zeal  that  has  been  mani¬ 
fested  by  the  several  persons  who 
have  given  their  attention  to  this 
object  merit  our  fullest  approbation, 
but  we  fear  there  is  little  prospect  of 
their  endeavours  being  attended  with 
the  success  they  so  well  merit.  In  the 
packet  will  be  found  specimens  of  the 
real  commodity  which  we  are  given 
to  understand  is  from  an  insect  of  a 
very  dilferent  species. 

20.  You  will  of  course  see  the 
necessity  of  not  engaging  in  any 
measure  that  leads  to  cxpence  until 
you  are  possessed  of  our  further  ins¬ 
tructions. 


(40)  Mentions 
treasury. 

i  LXivl 


the  state  of  the  21.  Needs  no  reply. 
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Answer  to  the  letter  m  the  Public  Department, 
dated  the  2nd  November  1795 

(1)  Forwarding  copies  of  former "  ^ 

dispatches. 

>  22.  Need  no  reply. 

(2-15)  In  answer  to  the  Gourds 
letter  of  the  15th  April  1795. 


(16)  Some  doubts  entertained  as  to 
the  Court’s  intentions  respecting  the 
case  of  Captain  Canning. 

(17)  Nlr.  Cotton’s  China  remit¬ 
tances,  insolvency  of  one  of  his  secu¬ 
rities. 


(18-19)  Answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  15th  April  1795  conti¬ 
nued. 

(20-22)  Adjustment  of  accounts 
with  Mr.  Mair’s  securities  for  his 
Bombay  rice  contract. 

(23-30)  Answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  15th  April  1795  continued. 

(31)  Mr.  Thomas  Motte,  formerly 
Superintendant  of  the  Police,  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  proper  object  of  the 
Court’s  benevolence. 


23.  Already  replied  to. 


24.  We  are  concerned  at  the  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  this  paragraph 
as  to  the  improbability  of  recovering 
the  amount  of  Mr.  Cotton’s  China 
remittances  from  his  securities.  You 
wiU  however  report  to  us  the  result  of 
your  attorney’s  applications  to  Mr. 
Collie  (one  of  the  securities)  for  that 
purpose.  The  proceedings  in  this  case 
shew  how  necessary  it  is  to  have  due 
regard  in  all  cases  to  the  responsibi¬ 
lity  of  securities. 

25.  Need  no  reply. 


26,  Already  replied  to. 


27.  Need  no  reply. 

28.  After  a  due  consideration  of 
the  case  of  Mr.  Thomas  Motte,  for¬ 
merly  Superintendant  of  the  Police  at 
your  Presidency  and  whose  circum¬ 
stances  and  situation  are  such  as  in 
your  opinion  to  render  him  a  proper 
object  of  the  Company’s  benevolence, 
we  have  agreed  to  authorize  you  to 
make  him  such  an  allowance  as  you 
shall  think  his  services  may  merit, 
relying  however  on  your  discretion 
that  your  determination  herein  will 
be  governed  by  a  due  attention  to 
economy. 
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PUBLIC  LETl’ER  FROM  COtTRt 


(32-58)  Answer  to  the  Court’s  letter  " 
of  the  I5th  April  1795  concluded. 

(59-64)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  6th  May  1795. 

(65-66)  Referring  to  letters  to  Mr. 

Secretary  Ramsay  and  the  Secretary 
at  Madras,  explanatory  of  the  loss  oi 
three  box  packets  intended  for  the 
Nancy. 

(67-68)  Advising  the  arrival  of  the  ^  29.  Need  no  reply. 

Swallow  packet  at  Madras  and  their 
recommendation  of  the  manner  in 
which  she  might  be  employed. 

(69)  Mentions  the  departure  of 
Mr.  Duncan  to  the  Government  of 
Bombay  and  some  temporary  arrange¬ 
ments  in  the  Council  there. 

(70)  Mentions  the  time  of  arrival 
at  Bombay  of  overland  dispatches  in 
the  Secret  Department. 

(71-72)  Relative  to  the  Sural  Castle  31).  Replied  to  in  our  dispatches  to 

freighted  by  the  Government  of  the  Bombay  Govermnent,  a  copy  of 
Bombay  for  a  voyage  to  China.  which  have  been  transmitted  to  you 

as  usual. 

(73-95)  Relarlv-  to  the  Andamans  31.  From  the  information  contain- 

and  Prince  of  Wales  Island.  ed  in  the  very  able  report  of  Major 

Kyd,  referred  to  in  tliese  paragraphs, 
and  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  your 
subsequent  dispatch  of  the  7tli 
March  1796,  we  approve  of  your  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  8th  February  preceding 
for  withdrawing  the  settlement  at  the 
Andamans  and  we  are  pleased  to  find 
by  the  14th  paragraph  of  your  letter 
of  the  5th  July  last  that  except  the 
freight  of  a  small  vessel  stationed  at 
the  Andamans  merely  to  keep  posses¬ 
sion,  every  expense  on  account  of  the 
establishment  had  ceased. 

32.  Independently  of  any  consi¬ 
derations  of  a  commercial  nature,  wc 
have  no  doubt  of  the  policy  and 
necessity  of  maintaining  the  settle¬ 
ment  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island  as  an 
arsenal  and  port  for  the  refitting  and 
refreshment  of  ships  of  war,  provid- 
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(96-98)  Advising  the  terms  on 
which  bills  of  exchange  were  to  be 
drawn  on  account  of  the  addition 
ordered  to  be  made  to  the  investment. 


(99-100)  Silver  coinage. 


(101-113)  Gold  coinage. 


(114)  Contains  a  list  of  appoint¬ 
ments, 


ed  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  the 
possession  of  the  Port  of  Trincomalee 
shall  be  relinquished.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  we  approve  of  the  measures  you 
have  taken  respecting  this  island,  as 
mentioned  in  the  paragraphs  to 
which  we  are  more  immediately  re¬ 
plying.  We  likewise  approve  of  your 
resolution  of  the  21st  December  1795 
(referred  to  in  the  13th  paragraph  of 
your  dispatch  of  the  20th  May  1796) 
for  the  establishment  of  duties  and 
taxes,  with  a  view  of  compensating 
the  Company  in  some  degree,  for  the 
expenses  incurred  by  that  establish¬ 
ment.  You  will  of  course  advise  us 
how  far  this  experiment  has  proved 
successful. 

33.  We  jiersuade  ourselves  that 
the  terms  on  which  these  bills  were 
granted  w’ere  as  favorable  as  could 
possibly  be  procured.  In  drawing 
bills  for  commercial  purposes  during 
the  war,  we  have  already  directed  you 
to  give  the  preference  to  two  years’ 
instead  of  twelve  months’  sight,  even 
though  you  should  be  under  a  neces¬ 
sity  of  making  a  difEerence  in  the  ex¬ 
change  in  favor  of  the  former  equal 
to  six  per  cent  or  more  for  the  second 
year. 

34.  We  rely  on  your  persevering 
endeavors  for  effecting  the  currency 
of  the  19th  sim  sicca  rupee,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  opposition  you  may 
meet  with  from  the  shroffs  and  others. 
We  have  already  signified  our  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  subsequent  measures 
for  this  purpose  in  the  answer  to  your 
Revenue  dispatch  of  the  31st  Decem¬ 
ber  1795. 

35.  In  the  32nd  paragraph  of  our 
letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated 
27th  July  last,  we  adverted  to  the 
circumstances  stated  in  these  para¬ 
graphs  relative  to  the  gold  coinage. 

36.  Needs  no  reply. 
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PUBLIC  LETTER  FROM  COURT 


(115)  Forwarding  s.  mcnioris.!  from  37.  Wc  Imvc.  tcikcii  into  considers,- 
Mrs  Charters,  widow  of  the  late  tion  the  memorial  from  Mrs.  Char- 
Mr.  Samuel  Charters.  ters  ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  cir¬ 

cumstances  therein  stated,  and  of 
your  recommendation,  wc  have  re¬ 
solved  to  grant  her  an  annuity  of 
(£100)  one  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  during  her  widowhood,  to 
commence  from  midsummer  1796, 
and  to  each  of  her  five  children 
(£25)  twenty  five  pounds  per  annum, 
the  boys  until  they  shall  have  respec¬ 
tively  attained  the  age  of  16  and  the 
girls  until  they  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  21  years,  or  until  they  shall 
marry,  these  pensions  to  be  paid 
quarterly  in  England. 

(116-117)  Forwarding  a  statement  38.  We  have  much  satisfaction  at 

of  the  funds  of  the  Native  Hospital  the  information,  that  the  humane 
etc.  purposes  of  this  institution  are  likely 

to  answer  your  expectations. 

(118-119)  Transmitting  an  address  39.  This  address  has  been  for- 

from  the  British  inhabitants  of  Cal-  warded  to  Mr.  Hastings. 
cLitia  to  Warren  Hastings  Esqr. 

(120)  Transmitting  letter  from  40.  Vide  reply  to  paragraphs  34-39 

Dr.  Dinwiddie,  explanatory  of  experi-  of  the  Public  knter  28th  August  1795. 
ments  made  to  ascertain  the  qualities 

of  Bengal  cochineal. 

(121)  Contains  the  stare  of  the  41.  Needs  no  reply, 

treasury. 

42.  Your  short  letter  in  the  Public  Department  dared  the  16rh  Decem¬ 
ber  1795  requires  no  particular  reply. 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  the  11th  January  1796 

(1)  Advising  the  arrival  of  the " 

Prince  William  Henry  and  Worcester » 

(2)  Mentions  their  intention  of  re¬ 
plying  to  the  Court’s  letter  of  the  8th 
July  1795. 

(3)  Advising  that  the  Lord  Thur- 
low  and  Minerva  got  clear  of  their 

pilot  on  the  30th  December  in  order  xt  j  i 

to  fill  up  at  Madras.  ^ 
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(4)  Advising  of  the  Hillsborough 
and  Francis  being  under  sailing  orders 
for  Madras. 

(5)  Forwarding  copies  of  former 
advices. 

(6-14)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  8th  July  1795. 

(15-17)  Advising  their  having  sent  ^ 
to  the  amount  of  sicca  rupees 
(7,96,988)  seven  lacks  ninety  six  thou¬ 
sand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  eight, 
in  gold  bullion  at  Fort  St.  George  in 
aid  of  the  exigencies  of  that  Govern¬ 
ment. 

(18-20)  Advising  their  having  re¬ 
commended  it  to  the  Madras  Govern¬ 
ment  to  endeavor  to  raise  money  by  ^ 
the  sale  of  their  promissory  notes,  and 
to  draw  bills  upon  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors. 

(21)  Advising  Madras  having 
drawn  bills  on  Bengal  to  the  amount 
of  sicca  Rs.  (14,05,541)  fourteen  lacks 
five  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty 
one. 

(22)  On  the  subject  of  the  Surat 
Castle  freighted  by  the  Bombay  Go¬ 
vernment. 

(23)  Referring  to  report  from 
Bombay  on  the  trial  made  of  Mr. 
Sabatier’s  machine  for  packing  cotton. 

(24  &  25)  Relative  to  the  request  of 
Mr.  Hutchinson  to  decline  accepting 
a  seat  in  the  Bombay  Council. 

(26-31)  On  the  subject  of  the 
Bengal  contract  rice  sent  from  Bom¬ 
bay  and  Tellicherry  to  Madras  in 
1792. 

(32)  Mentions  their  having  given 
orders  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  sup¬ 
plying  St.  Helena  with  double  the 
usual  quantity  of  rice  and  rum  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  ensuing 
season, 


44.  We  have  already  observed  that 
we  entertain  a  due  sense  of  your 
exertions  for  furnishing  supplies  to 
the  Government  of  Madras  as 
advised  in  your  several  dispatches  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  course  of  the  past 
season,  and  recommend  it  to  you  to 
continue  to  afford  them  every  pecu¬ 
niary  assistance  in  your  power  when¬ 
ever  their  exigencies  shall  require  it. 


45.  The  subject  of  this  paragraph 
has  been  already  noticed  in  our  dis¬ 
patches  to  the  Government  of  Bom¬ 
bay. 

46.  Transferred  to  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Department. 

47.  This  subject  has  also  been 
noticed  in  our  letters  to  Bombay. 

48.  We  approve  of  the  directions 
to  the  Government  of  Bombay  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bengal  contract  rice 
sent  from  Bombay  and  Tellicherry  to 
Madras  in  1792. 

49.  The  attention  you  have  shewn 
to  the  exigencies  of  our  island  of  St. 
Helena,  in  furnishing  double  the 
quantity  of  rice  and  rum  for  it’s  ex¬ 
penditure,  i$  highly  commendable, 
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PUBLIC  LETTER  FROM  COURT 


(33)  Advising  the  appointment  of' 

Mr.  John  Champain  to  be  salt  agent 

of  the  Tumlook  Division.  [_  50^  Need  no  reply. 

(34)  Mentions  the  return  to  Europe 
of  Mr.  Wm.  Dent  for  the  recovery  of 

his  health. 

(35)  Europe  ships.  1  51.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 

(36-39)  Freight  and  tonnage.  -  Department. 

(40)  Transmitting  a  list  of  plans 
and  surveys  from  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
raFs  Office— also  a  list  of  drawings 

and  a  package  of  seeds  ^  ^2.  Need  no  reply. 

Superintendent  of  the  Botanical 
Garden. 

(41)  x4dvising  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 

53.  Your  short  letter  in  the  Public  Department  of  the  2n(l  February  1796 
requires  no  particular  reply. 

Anszver  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Departnioti , 
dated  the  7th  March  1796 


(1)  Contains  the  names  of  severaP 
ships  under  dispatch. 

(2)  Forwarding  transcripts  of  for¬ 
mer  letters. 

(3)  Advising  the  arrival  of  ships. 

(4-49)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  3rd  July  1795. 

(50  &  51)  Ransom  of  Natal. 

(52-54)  Answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  3rd  July  1795,  continued. 

(55)  Relative  to  the  rank  of  writers. 


(56-65)  Answer  to  the  Court’s  letter 
of  the  3rd  July  1795  concluded. 

(66-70)  Andamans. 

(71  &  72)  Enquiry  into  the  con¬ 
duct  of  pilot  Shouldham  for  the  loss 


54.  Need  no  reply. 


55.  Transferred  to  the  l.aw  De¬ 
partment. 

56.  Need  no  reply. 

57.  The  rank  of  writers  will  as 
usual  be  advised  in  our  General 
letters,  but  to  prevent  any  miscons¬ 
truction  of  our  orders,  the  year  as 
well  as  season  will  in  future  be  men¬ 
tioned  when  we  notify  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  writers. 

vSS.  Need  no  reply. 

59.  Already  replied  to. 

60.  We  have  perused  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  committee  of  enquiry  held 
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of  the  Gillet  schooner. 


(73  &  74)  Increase  of  pay  to  the 
crews  of  rhe  vessels  employed  in  the 
Marine. 


(75)  Indent  of  marine  stores  for 
individuals  recommended. 


(76  &  77)  Advising  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  court  of  inquiry  for 
examining  into  the  cause  of  the  loss 
of  the  Triton,  and  that  the  proceed¬ 
ings  will  be  sent  home  by  an  early 
opportunity. 

(78)  Subjoining  a  list  of  resigna¬ 
tions  and  appointments. 


on  pilot  Shouldham,  relative  to  the 
loss  of  the  Gillet  schooner  ;  and  ap¬ 
prove  of  your  resolution  for  perma¬ 
nently  stationing  an  armed  vessel  at 
a  proper  place  in  the  narrow  channel 
to  guard  and  defend  the  river  against 
pirates.  It  will  be  worthy  of  your 
consideration  whether  any  regulations 
can  be  established  to  be  observed  on 
board  the  Company’s  vessels  as  to  the 
state  and  disposition  of  the  arms,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  instantly  had 
recourse  to  in  cases  of  any  similar 
attempts  in  future.  In  the  instance 
before  us  it  appears  that  the  fire¬ 
arms  were  not  loaded  ;  and  nine  or 
ten  men  from  a  huger ow  are  suffered 
to  board  and  run  away  with  a  schoo¬ 
ner  having  an  equal  number  of  Euro 
peans  upon  deck,  and  almost  double 
the  number  of  lascars. 

61.  We  have  referred  to  your  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  28th  December  1795, 
and  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
letter  from  the  Marine  Board  of  the 
7th  of  that  month,  approve  of  the 
amended  establishment  for  the  native 
crews  of  the  vessels  in  the  Marine, 
and  for  victualling  the  native  crews 
of  those  vessels,  the  total  increase[d] 
expense  of  which  is  stated  at  sicca 
rupees  (7,860-14-5)  seven  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty,  fourteen 
annas  and  five  pice  per  annum. 

62.  In  consequence  of  the  very 
high  price  of  all  descriptions  of  nayal 
stores,  we  have  not  thought  proper 
to  comply  with  the  indent  except  in 
the  instance  of  a  few  large  anchors 
and  a  small  proportion  of  the  canvas 
and  cordage. 

63.  We  approve  of  your  having 
ordered  a  court  of  enquiry  to  be 
assembled  for  examining  into  the 
cause  of  the  loss  of  the  Triton,  the 
proceedings  of  which  have  been 
received. 

64.  Needs  no  reply. 
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PUBLIC  LETI’ER  FROM  COURl' 


(79  &  80)  Resign atiop  of  Mr.  Ken- 
iiaway. 


(81)  Advising  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Hay  to  a  scat  at  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

(82)  Advising  the  resignation  (*)[ 
Mr.  Abraliam  Caldecott. 

j 

(83)  Advising  the  return  to 
Europe  of  Mr.  William  Wilkinson 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

(84)  Advising  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  James  Grant. 

(85)  Suit  against  Mr.  KeighU'y. 

(86-88)  Pension  to  Mrs.  Pott,  the 
w^idow  of  the  late  Mr.  Rohert  Percival 
Pott. 


(89)  Transmitting  a  pot  of  opium 
made  in  the  Botanic  Garden  under 
the  inspection  of  Dr.  Roxburgh. 

(90)  Transmitting  a  further  sam¬ 
ple  of  cochineal. 

(91)  Advising  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


65.  The  several  lestimonies  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  tlu‘  merits  and 
ser\dees  of  Mr.  Keunaway  referred  to 
in  this  and  in  your  siibsecpient  dis¬ 
patch  of  the  2()ih  May  1796,  are  as 
honorable  to  him  as  they  are  pleas¬ 
ing  to  us.  We  .also  derived  greai 
satisfaction  from  perusal  of  ilu:  com¬ 
parative  statement  contaimxl  in  the 
minute  of  tbtn  Board  of  the  23rd 
February  1796. 


66.  Need  no  laplv 


67.  Will  b(‘  rt‘p!ie(l  to  io  the  Law 
Dcparimem. 

68.  We  eannot  yiekl  to  your 
canu‘st  solicitation  io  favor  ol 
Mrs.  Pott  to  th(‘  (‘\ient  (liat  is  pro¬ 
posed.  We  have  tigreed  !iovvev(‘r  to 
the  prtvscnt  allowatu'e  bt'ing  continu¬ 
ed  to  Iter  until  the  departure  of  the 
returning  ships  to  Ihirojx*  and  that 
she  shall  receive  a  pension  of  (£  100) 
one  hinulrtal  ponnds  per  annum  in 
England  during  lu‘r  widowhood.  Wv 
likewise*  authorize*  vou  to  make 
Mrs.  Pott  a  reasonable*  alktwant'e*  for 
her  passage  liome*.  should  her  circum¬ 
stances  be  of  so  distressful  nature  as 
to  require  such  ;m  indulgence, 

69.  Some*  experiments  tire  making 
with  this  commodity,  tin*  result  of 
which  will  ])e  fetrwarded  l)v  some 
subsequem  dispatch. 

70.  Vide  reply  to  paragraphs  34-39 
of  the  Public  letn*r  of  the  28Th 
August  1795. 

7h  Needs  no  re|)lv. 
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Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Departmeiit , 
dated  the  20th  May  1796 


(I)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2  &  3)  Shipping  intelligence.  ^ 

(4)  Forwarding  transcripts  of  for¬ 
mer  advices. 

(5-10)  Fort  St.  George  linances  and 
supplies. 

(II)  The  store  ships  Marquis  Corn¬ 
wallis  ^  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Admiral 
Parker,  directed  to  proceed  to  China 
for  cargoes  according  to  their  original 
destination. 

(12)  Advising  that  the  principal 
and  interest  due  on  Captain  Canning’s 
bonds  for  three  and  one  lack  of 
rupees  have  been  discharged. 

(13)  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

(14  &  15)  Major  Macdonald  ap¬ 
pointed  Superintendant  of  Prince  of 
Wales  Island  and  advising  other 
arrangements  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Cannington  atid  Mr. 
Pigou. 


(16)  Advising  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Thomson  to  he  Chief  Mate  of 
the  Woodcoti. 

(17)  Referring  to  the  answer  of  the  " 
captains  of  the  Lansdowne  and 
Hawke  for  their  reasons  for  having 
parted  from  their  convoy. 

(18  &  19)  Referring  to  consulta¬ 
tions  for  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
enquiry  appointed  to  investigate  the  , 
causes  of  the  loss  of  the  Triton. 

(20)  Relative  to  the  consignment 
of  several  extra  ships. 

(21-23)  Relative  to  the  compensa¬ 
tion  allowed  the  owners  of  vessels 
hired  to  carry  grain  to  England. 

(24)  Contains  a  list  of  resignations 
and  appointments. 


72.  Need  no  reply. 


73.  Already  replied  to. 

74.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 


75.  We  arc  pleased  at  the  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  this  paragraph. 


76.  Already  replied  to. 

77.  We  approve  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Major  Macdonald  to  be 
Superintendant  at  Prince  of  Wales 
Island.  We  observe  by  your  consul¬ 
tation  of  the  23rd  May  1796  that 
Mr.  John  Griffith  has  applied  to  be 
first  Assistant  to  Major  Macdonald, 
but  we  do  not  find  that  you  have 
come  to  any  determination  thereon. 

78.  Needs  no  reply. 


79  and  80.  Transferred  to  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Department. 


81,  Needs  no  reply. 
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(25)  Resignation  of  Mr.  Kennaway. 
(26-30)  As  to  the  rank  of  writers. 


82.  Already  replied  to. 

83.  In  our  letter  of  19ih  March 

1790  we  acquainted  you  that  we  had 
resolved  to  appoint  thirty  two  writers 
for  your  Ih’csidcncy  that  setison  (1789) 
and  in  our  letter  of  the  6th  May  1791 
we  advised  you  of  the  rank  we  had 
assigned  to  thirty  one  pt'rsons  that 
had  been  appointed  in  pan  of  that 
number,  obstTving  that  tis  Messrs, 
fames  Pattle,  Thomas  Ihvining, 
Robert  Ker,  John  Deane  and  Thomas 
'riiornhill  were  not  that  season  of  the 
age  prescribed  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
they  wtaa*  to  rank  immediately  bt'fort* 
the  writers  of  the  next  sc^ason,  in  the 
ordc'r  therein  mentioned  ;  and  in  our 
letter  of  tlu'  11th  April  1792  we 
acquainted  yott  that  W(‘  had  appoint¬ 
ed  Mr.  Thomas  Palmer  to  compUac' 
the  ntimlicr  of  writers  for  1789,  and 
placed  him  n(*xi  under  Mr.  Julius 
Imhoff  and  immediately  before  Mr. 
/Vrthiir  Hastings  Vansitiart. 

84.  In  our  letter  of  tht‘  llrh  March 

1791  we  informed  yott  that  wc  had 
resolved  to  appoitu  sixteen  writers  for 
your  Presidency  thtit  season  (1790) 
and  in  our  letter  of  the  12th  Decaanber 

1792  we  advised  you  of  their  r*ank, 
acquainting  you  that  Mr.  Richard 
Parry,  who  was  not  iti  that  season  of 
the  age  prescribed  by  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  was  to  rank  immediately  before 
the  writers  of  the  season  1791. 

85.  We  are  much  sur|:)rized  that  a 
doubt  could  be  entertained  as  to  our 
intention  respecting  the  rank  of  thost‘ 
writers  ;  but  that  our  orders  may  be 
duly  observed,  we  transmit  in  the 
packet  lists  of  the  writers  for  the 
season  1789  and  1790  and  direct  that 
they  take  rank  in  our  service  agree¬ 
ably  ihcreto.  With  respect  to  the 
writers  who  were  in  India  at  the  time 
of  their  appointment  you  will  be 
governed  by  our  orders  of  the  3rd  of 
July  1795, 


9  MAY  1797 


61 


(31)  Transmitting  a  report  of  Dr. 
Roxburgh  on  the  Rajahmundry  teak 
tree  with  his  request  to  be  furnished 
annually  with  certain  plants  and 
seeds. 

(32)  Mentions  that  the  person  sent 
to  Napaul  for  botannical  purposes 
failed  in  the  object  of  his  pursuit. 

(33)  In  pursuance  of  Sir  John  Sin¬ 
clair’s  request  to  be  supplied  with  such 
animals  and  seeds  as  may  be  useful 
in  England,  transmit  Dr.  Roxburgh’s 
report  and  a  box  of  flax-seed. 

(34)  Noticing  that  the  copies  of  the 
publication  of  botanical  drawings  said 
to  be  sent  on  the  Berringtoii  did  not 
come  to  hand. 


(35)  Referring  to  a  statement  of 
the  funds  of  the  Native  Hospital  and 
mentioning  that  the  benefits  derived 
by  the  natives  from  that  institution 
are  progressively  increasing. 

(36)  Contains  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


86.  We  have  derived  much  satis¬ 
faction  from  the  perusal  of  the  letter 
here  referred  to.  The  Doctor’s  re¬ 
quest  for  an  annual  supply  of  plants 
and  seeds  shall  be  complied  with. 

87.  Needs  no  reply. 


88.  Dr.  Roxburgh's  report  with  the 
box  of  seeds  here  mentioned  were  on 
their  arrival  forwarded  to  Sir  John 
Sinclair. 

89.  We  observe  by  the  6th  para¬ 
graph  of  your  Commercial  letter  of 
the  7th  March  1796,  that  the  box  in 
question  is  said  to  be  received  and  the 
contents  disposed  of  as  we  had  direct¬ 
ed.  Under  these  different  representa¬ 
tions  we  are  at  a  loss  to  ascertain  the 
precise  fact.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
Berrhigton  we  may  probably  obtain 
vsome  further  intelligence  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  when,  if  it  shall  appear  they  were 
not  delivered,  we  shall  by  some  subse¬ 
quent  conveyance  forward  a  further 
quantity. 

90.  The  information  contained  in 
this  })aragraph  is  ^nry  pleasing  to  us. 


91.  Needs  no  reply. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  the  5th  Jtdy  1796 

(1)  Acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  Court’s  dispatch  of  the  28th  Octo¬ 
ber  1795. 

(2-5)  In  answer  to  the  vsaid  dis¬ 
patch. 

.  r  r  ^  92.  ,  Need  no  reply. 

(6)  forwarding  transcript  of  for¬ 
mer  letters. 

(7)  Mentions  their  intention  of  dis¬ 

patching  the  Swallow  packet  from 
Bengal  in  August.  -> 


61 


PUBLIC  LEITKK  EKOM  COURT 


(8)  Relative  to  the  appropriation  of 
the  tonnage  of  several  ships. 

(941)  Supplies  to  Madras. 

(12  &  13)  Mention  that  the  ac¬ 
counts  with  the  securities  for  Mr. 
Mair’s  rice  contracts  are  finally  ad¬ 
justed, 

(14)  Andamans. 

(15)  Referring  to  letters  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject  of  the 
respective  consignments  of  several 
extra  ships. 

(16)  Contains  a  list  of  resignations " 
and  appointments. 

(17)  Advising  their  having  annexe 
ed  the  duties  required  as  clerk  to  the 
stationary  committee  to  the  civil  pay- 
mastership,  whereby  the  salary  of  the 
former  is  saved. 

(18)  Mentions  the  return  to  Eng¬ 
land  of  Mr.  Charles  Coats  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

(19)  Requesting  that  the  son  of  Sir 
Charles  Blunt,  who  came  to  Europe 
on  the  Berrington  for  his  health,  may 
be  permitted  to  return. 

(20)  Mrs.  Counsell,  widow  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Counsell  late  of  the  Marine,  re 
commended  for  a  pension. 


(21)  Forwarding  a  narrative  of  the 
route  performed  by  Ensign  Blunt, 
from  Chunargur  to  Rajahmundry  in 
the  Ellore  Circar. 


93.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

94.  Already  replied  to. 

95.  Need  no  reply. 


96.  Already  replied  to. 

97.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 


9cS.  Need  no  reply. 


99.  We  shall  comply  vvith  your 
request  in  bcdialf  of  the  son  of  Sir 
(diaries  Blunt. 

100.  We  have  perused  the  memo¬ 
rial  of  Mrs.  Coimsell,  widow  of  the 
late  Captain  William  (kiunsell  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  this  paragrapli,  upon 
which  we  hav(‘  to  observe  that  it  is 
not  usual  for  the  C-ompany  to  grant 
pensions  in  such  cases.  But  if  you 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  services 
of  her  deceased  husband  were  such  as 
to  deserve  your  consideration,  and  if 
she  shall  appear  to  be  in  necessitous 
circumstances,  wc  authorize  you  in 
that  case  to  make  her  an  allowance 
not  exceeding  £50  [ler  annum. 

101.  Ensign  Blunt's  narrative  of 
his  journey  from  Chunargur  to  Rajah¬ 
mundry,  together  with  his  field  book 
and  astronomical  oliservations  will  be 
submitted  to  the  inspection  of  Major 
Rcnnell. 
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(22)  Forwarding  congratulatory  ad¬ 
dresses  from  the  merchants  and  in¬ 
habitants  of  Benares  to  Mr.  Hastings 
on  his  acquittal. 

(23)  Contains  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


102.  These  addresses  have  been 
presented  to  Mr.  Blastings. 


103.  Needs  no  reply. 


Answer  to  such  parts  of  the  Commercial  letter  of  the  24th  August  1795 
as  are  i?i  the  Public  Department 


(48-50)  Mentions  the  dismission  of'' 
a  pilot  for  the  loss  of  the  ship  Bodlein. 

(51)  Pay  of  the  marine  establish¬ 
ment  to  be  in  future  issued  in  siccas  i 

instead  of  arcots.  ^  ‘04.  Need  no  reply. 


(52)  One  master  pilot  and  three 
boatswains  allowed  the  pension  under 
the  usual  regulations. 

105.  Of  the  necessity  of  this  ex¬ 
penditure  you  are  the  best  judges ; 
and  we  trust  that  in  this  and  every 
similar  instance  you  will  be  guided  by 
the  principles  of  economy.  We  direct 
that  you  inform  us  whether  the  build¬ 
ing  of  this  vessel  has  been  completed 
within  or  exceeding  the  estimate. 

106.  We  observe  you  have  dis¬ 
continued  to  record  your  proceedings 
on  marine  afiEairs  in  a  separate  depart¬ 
ment,  upon  which  you  will  attend  to 
the  directions  in  a  subsequent  para- 
graph. 

107.  However  unwilling  we  are  to  animadvert  on  matters  of  inferior 
detail  in  the  offices  under  your  Government,  we  cannot  omit  noticing  the  very 
great  degree  of  inattention  that  has  for  some  time  past  appeared  in  the  conduct 
of  those  in  the  Secretary’s  Office,  whose  business  it  is  to  take  care  that  your 
consultations  be  regularly  transmitted  to  us.  This  we  had  occasion  to  notice 
in  the  127  paragraph  of  our  letter,  dated  the  3rd  July  1795,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  apology  offered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Hay,  in  his  letter  to  our  Secretary 
of  the  3rd  August  1794,  we  did  not  pass  any  censure  on  his  conduct,  but  we 
have  again  reason  to  complain  of  the  very  great  irregularity  that  still  prevails 
in  this  respect,  as  we  have  not  received  any  of  your  consultations  in  the  Poli¬ 
tical,  Military  or  Foreign  Departments  from  the  end  of  June  1794  to  the 
beginning  of  January  1796.  We  therefore  direct  that  you  order  an  enquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  cause  of  this  (at  least  apparent)  neglect  in  the  conduct  of 
the  business  of  the  office  that,  from  whatever  cause  it  may  have  originated, 
such  arrangements  may  be  adopted  as  to  prevent  it  in  future.  We  have  re¬ 
ceived  your  consultations  in  the  Public  Department  to  June  1796  but  we  observe 
that  you  have  not  only  transferred  your  proceedings  on  marine  affairs  to  this 


(53  &  54)  Chandernagore  schooner 
sold  as  unserviceable  and  a  new  one 
ordered  to  be  built,  expense  thereof 
including  rigging  estimated  at  (48,000) 
forty  eight  thousand  rupees. 


(55)  Referring  to  proceedings  for 
subsidiary  arrangements  in  the 
Marine  Department. 
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Department  but  have  also  recorded  therein  correspondence  relating  to  the 
CompanY’s  ships,  and  on  commercial  subjects  immedtately  connected  with  the 
investocnit,  wlhlc  the  consultations  styled  by  you  ■•Commerc.al  conttit.t  t.terely 
the  correspondence  on  subjects  of  interntd  tirrangemetn  :  thts  we  nmst  remark 
is  not  only  contrary  to  our  orders  conttiined  m  the  I13ih  pttragn-aph  ol  our 
Commercial  letter  dated  the  15th  April  1795,  but  also  to  your  tnvn  regulations 
of  the  16th  October  1795,  which  v()u  proless  to  have  tidopted  in  consequence 
of  those  orders.  We  therefore  direct  that  you  regtd.ate  your  proceedings  and 
correspondence  agreeable  thereto. 

108.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Thomas  Scott  to  proceed  to  Bengal  and 
remain  there  three  years  For  the  purpose  of  settling  liis  private  allairs. 

109.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  yonr  Presidency  in 
further  part  of  the  number  wt‘  last  season  (1795)  agreed  to  send  thithei  vizt., 
Messrs.  William  Lockhart,  William  Scott,  William  John  Morgan,  John 
Moncton,  Thomas  Halkcti. 


110.  Having  thought  lit  to  appoint  Messrs.  Richard  .Hall,  Cj^coigc  Canning 
and  Samuel  Peach,  to  be  a  select  committee  of  supra  cargoes  with  full  powers 
to  transact  tlie  (Company’s  busint\ss  in  (<hina,  wc  direct  that  you  adebt'ss  the 
said  committee  whenever  our  alfairs  shall  render  it  neccvssary  lor  you  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  our  servants  at  Ckmton. 

111.  We  have  a])pointed  Messrs.  Prancis  'rumley,  'Thomas  Kit/hugh, 
James  Driiminond,  George  Sparkes,  1  homas  Charles  Paitle,  llemy  Baling, 
John  William  Roberts,  Robert  Money  and  William  Bramston  to  b<‘  supra 
cargoes  under  our  said  select  committee. 

112.  In  our  letter  from  this  Department  dated  the  5ili  June  1793  we 
gave  some  direction  as  to  making  up  the  packets,  with  a  view  ol  accelerating 
the  arrival  of  your  dispatches  in  London,  but  as  wc  still  continue  to 
experience  disappointments  in  this  respect,  we  have  thought  lit  to  repeal 
the  regulations  tlicreiii  laid  down,  and  to  substitute  the  following  vi/.t., 

That  the  General  letters,  and  letters  from  the  Governor  General  to 


the  Court  of  Directors  in  every  Depanmcni,  accompanied  by  a  list,  h(‘  pin 
up  in  one  box  proportioned  to  the  bulk  ol  the  pajiers  it  is  to  c'ontain,  wliitii 
must  be  marked  on  the  outside,  “No  1  ■  "•-letters  for  the  Court  of  Directors, 
to  be  forwarded  immediately  on  arrival  at  any  port  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland.’’  This  box  must  nor  contain  any  private  letita'  t'xcepi  for  tin; 
members  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  India,  or  of  the  Court  of 
Directors. 


That  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  General  letters  which  liave  hitherto 
accompanied  them  he  put  up  in  three  boxes  numbered  in  succession,  and 
of  the  dimensions  directed  in  our  orders  of  June  1793.  One  of  these  boxes 
must  contain  the  papers  from  the  Public,  Commercial,  Law.  Salt  etc., 
Departments  and  the  others,  those  from  rite  Military,  Political,  Foreign, 
Judicial  and  Rcvcntie  Departments  and  filled  up  with  private'  letters. 

Other  boxes  of  the  dimensions  above  directed,  and  following  in 
numerical  succession,  must  contain  private  letters  and  the  broken  setts  of 
your  consultations,  and  books  of  accounts,  not  being  duplicates. 

The  proceedings  of  the  subordinate  Boards,  the  annual  setts  of  your 
consultations,  and  such  other  books  and  papers  as  you  may  deem  necessary 
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to  transmit  in  duplicate  must  be  put  into  other  boxes,  numbered  in  sue- 
cession  from  those  mentioned  in  the  last  regulation,  but  of  such  dimen¬ 
sions  as  you  may  deem  most  convenient. 

That  it  be  made  a  special  instruction  to  the  commander  of  every  ship 
or  vessel,  by  which  dispatches  to  the  Court  of  Directors  shall  be  forwarded, 
that  he  do  on  his  arrival  in  the  British  Channel,  or  at  any  port  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  land  the  packet  No.  1  with  as  many  others  of  the 
successive  numbers  as  he  can  with  safety,  and  forward  the  same  by  the 
proper  officer  to  the  India  House,  and  the  remaining  packets  by  the  first 
practicable  opportunity. 

113.  Having  enjoined  in  former  dispatches  a  regular  transmission  of  your 
consultations  to  accompany  your  advices  to  the  latest  period  possible,  we  think 
it  unnecessary  for  you  to  swell  your  dispatches  by  sending  as  numbers  in  the 
packet,  extracts  of  consultations  or  copies  of  papers  contained  in  the  broken 
sett  of  proceedings  accompanying  the  General  letters  and  referred  to  therein, 
and  therefore  direct  that  copies  of  such  papers  only  make  numbers  in  the 
packet,  as  may  have  come  under  your  consideration  subsequent  to  the  date 
of  the  last  consultation  transmitted,  except  such  as  you  may  be  of  opinion 
require  immediate  inspection  or  such  as  you  may  conceive  to  be  of  very  mate¬ 
rial  consequence. 

114.  We  also  direct  that  you  twice  in  each  season  transmit  to  us  a  list  of 
our  civil  servants  made  up  to  the  30th  April  and  the  30th  September  respec¬ 
tively,  accompanied  by  a  list  of  casualties  by  deaths  or  resignations.  We  trust 
that  we  shall  have  no  occasion  in  future  to  complain  of  a  want  of  attention 
to  our  directions  herein  on  the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  form 
such  lists. 

115.  In  order  to  enable  the  Company’s  Historiographer-  to  complete  a 
general  history  of  the  British  affairs  in  the  East  Indies,  and  as  we  mean  that 
the  plan  of  such  a  work  should  comprehend  the  history  of  India,  and  such 
part  of  that  China  as  is  connected  with  our  trade,  and  also  the  progress  of 
our  trade  in  general,  we  direct  that  such  of  our  servants  as  may  be  in  situations 
to  promote  this  public  work  be  instructed  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  forwarded  to  us,  such  information  on  the  chronology,  geography, 
government,  laws,  political  revolutions,  the  progressive  stages  of  the  useful 
arts,  manufactures,  sciences  and  of  the  fine  arts,  and  particularly  on  the 
former  and  present  state  of  internal  and  foreign  trade,  as  they  may  be  in 
stations  to  afford,  or  may  from  time  to  time  be  able  to  collect. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  Jacob  Bosanquet  /  J. 
Smith  Burges  /  J.  Manship  /  W.  Bens- 
ley  /  J.  Hunter  /  R.  Thornton  /  Stepn. 
Williams  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  Cha. 
Grant  /  George  Smith  /  Thos.  Fitz- 
hugh  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  Joseph 
Cotton  /  John  Travers  /  W.  Elphins- 
tone  /  Stepn.  Lushington. 


London, 

the  9th  May  1797. 
5 
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LETTER  DATED  30  JUNE  1797 


Captain  Layman^ s  treat nieni  of  the  Rajah  of  A/las. 


O 


UR  Governor  General  in  Council  ai  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 


1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  9ih  May. 

2.  We  have  received  your  letters  in  the  Revenue  and  judicial  Depart¬ 
ments  dated  the  1st  May  1796.  • 

3.  We  received,  by  the  Gcorgiana^  the  following  advices  from  your 
Presidency,  vizt., 

Letter  in  the  Public  Department,  dated  31si  /Vugust  17%. 

Additional  Ditto . dated  3rd  October  1796, 

Letter  in  the  Political  Department,  dated  31st  Augtist  17%. 

Additional  Ditto . dated  3rd  October  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Foreign  Department,  dated  3 1st  August  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Revenue  Department,  dated  1st  Se|)ienii)er  1796. 

Additional  Ditto . dated  1st  October  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Judicial  Department,  dated  Isl  St'ptembcr  1796. 

Additional  Ditto . dated  1st  October  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Separate  Department  (Salt,  Opium  and  Customs)  dated 
31st  August  1796. 

Additional  Ditto . Ditto  .  .  .  dated  3rd  October  1796. 

Letter  from  the  Governor  General  dated  24  September  1796. 

4.  As  our  servants  in  China  will  want  at  least  £8, 00, 000  per  anntnu  for 
bills  of  exchange,  we  direct  you  will  continue  to  follow  the  orders  given  to 
you  under  date  the  1 1th  November  last  to  render  them  all  the  assistance  in 
your  power. 

5.  Having  thought  proper  to  repeat  to  the  Fort  St.  (George  Govermnent 
our  orders  of  the  22nd  December  1786,  rCsSpecting  the  commencement  of  the 
allowances  to  His  Majesty’s  naval  officers  serving  in  India,  we  enclose  you  a 
copy  thereof,  to  which  we  enjoin  your  strict  obedience. 

6.  Having  resolved  that  Mr.  Henry  Pitt  Forster  be  restored  to  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  service,  we  communicated  the  said  resolution  to  the  (General  Court  of 
Proprietors  who  concurred  with  us  therein  by  a  vote  passed  agreeably  to  Act 
of  Parliament. 


7.  The  following  persons,  whom  we  appointed  writers  for  your  Presidency 
of  the  seasons  undermentioned,  as  advised  in  our  letters  dated  the  28th  October 
1795,  22nd  March,  1st  June,  27th  July,  and  31st  August  1796,  proceed  to  their 
duty  this  season  vizt., 

Messrs.  William  Grant  '' 

John  Pascal  Larkins  ^  Season  1794 
William  Pearson  Elliott 


Robert  Richardson 
Edward  Moor 


Do  1795 


30  JUNE  1797 
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8.  The  writers  appointed  for  your  Presidency,  on  the  list  of  last  season 
(1795)  are  to  take  rank  in  our  service  in  the  following  order  vizt.,  William  Scott, 
John  Forsyth,  Charles  Trower,  William  John  Morgan,  Robert  Brooke,  John 
Pascal  Larkins,  Cudbert  Sealy,  William  Pearson  Elliott,  George  Guthrie, 
Thomas  Halkett,  Willoughby  Bertie  Estwicke,  William  Lockhart,  William 
Spedding,  Robert  Richardson,  Alexander  Patrick  Johnstone,  Thomas  Lloyd, 
John  Monkton,  Edward  Moore,  George  Oswald,  James  Wemyss,  Robert  Digby 
Brooke. 


9.  We  have  resolved  to  appoint  one  writer  for  your  Presidency  this  season 
(1796)  in  additional  to  the  number  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  20th  January. 

10.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in 
further  part  of  the  number  we  this  season  (1796)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt., 


Messrs.  William  Watts 
David  Campbell 
Charles  Bayley 


Permitted  to  remain  till  next  season 


11.  Mr.  Richmond  Thackeray,  a  writer  for  your  Presidency  of  this  season 
(1796),  has  our  leave  to  remain  in  England  until  next  season. 

12.  We  have  permitted  Messrs.  Bateman  and  John  Tapham  to  proceed 
to  Bengal,  the  former  to  practice  as  a  barrister,  and  the  latter  as  an  attorney, 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 

13.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  free 
mariners,  vizt.,  Robert  Guy  Govey,  Charles  Alison,  Edward  Bryer,  Joseph 
Holmes,  Hector  Mosely,  Dale  Carr,  Andrew  Glass,  Charles  Mason,  Edward 
Page. 

14.  At  the  request  of  the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  we 
have  permitted  the  Revd.  Mr.  Ringeltanble  and  the  Revd.  Mr.  Holzberg,  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  the  said  Society,  to  proceed  to  India  (the  former  to  Bengal  and 
the  latter  to  Fort  St.  George)  free  of  charge,  to  the  Company. 

15.  The  addresses,  enclosed  in  Mr.  Sub-Secretary’s  Harrington’s  letter 
dated  the  3rd  February  1796,  have  been  forwarded  to  Marquis  Cornwallis  and 
Mr.  Hastings. 

16.  Our  Secretary  has  received  by  the  American  ship  Paragon  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Secretary  Barlow  dated  11th  November  1796. 

17.  Mr.  William  John  Morgan,  a  writer  for  your  Presidency  of  last  season 
(1795),  has  our  leave  to  remain  in  England  until  next  season. 

18.  Captain  Layman  commander  of  the  freighted  ship  Britannia  having 
returned  to  England,  we  have  taken  into  further  consideration  the  complaint 
against  him  as  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  9th  May  1797,  for  improper  conduct 
towards  the  Rajah  of  Allas  in  his  passage  from  Bombay  to  China,  and  relying 
on  the  declaration  of  Captains  Mortlock  and  Layman,  the  latter  of  whom  has 
most  positively  denied  having  given  any  ill  usage  whatever  either  towards  the 
Rajah  or  the  natives  of  Allas,  we  have  been  induced  to  desist  from  taking  any 
further  steps  in  this  business,  but  feeling  from  several  circumstances,  which 
have  arisen  during  Captain  Layman’s  voyage,  as  well  as  from  many  others 
which  have  come  under  our  observation,  that  the  commanders  and  officers  of 
the  ships  taken  up  in  India  and  China  are  not  sufficiently  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  Company,  we  direct  that  a  clause  be  inserted  in  the  charterparty 
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of  whatever  ship  you  may  in  future  engage  for  Englancl,  oliliging  the  com¬ 
mander  and  officers  under  sufficient  penalty,  to  obey  whatever  orders  they  may 
receive  from  any  of  the  Company’s  servants  in  the  like  manner  as  the  com¬ 
manders  and  officers  of  the  regular  ships  are  hoimcl. 

19.  It  appearing  that  a  midshipman  more  than  the  nuinher  allowed  hy 
our  standing  order  of  19th  October  1791.  proceeded  on  the  liunirll  to  India, 
and  having'^examined  Captain  Welladvice  thereon,  tind  httd  recourse  to  the 
ship's  books,  we  find  that  Mr.  William  John  Tovey,  the  person  above  alluded 
to,  was  shipped  as  a  .seaman,  and  regularly  entered  as  such,  and  that  he  ran 
from  the  ship  at  Bombay,  on  the  19th  January  1796,  and  as  it  clearly  appears 
that  Mr.  Tovey  entered  on  board  the  Banvcll  with  the  express  intention  oC 
leaving  her  at  Bombay,  it  is  our  positive  order  that  should  he  he  at  your  Pre.si- 
dency  he  be  immediately  sent  to  England. 


We  are. 

Your  alTectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  Jac(»h  Bosaiupiet  /  W. 
Devaynes  /  W.  Bcusley  /  James  Irwin  / 
Thos.  Fitzhugh  /  W.  Elphinsione  /  Paul 
London,  Lc  Mesurier  /  Edvvd.  Parry  /  Chas. 

the  30th  June  1797.  Crant/  J.  Mau.ship  /  Thos.  'P.  Met¬ 

calfe  /  Ceorge  Smith. 
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LETTER  DATED  18  OCTOBER  1797 

On  Marquis  Cornwallis  declining  the  offer,  Earl  of  Morninglon  appointed 
to  succeed  Shore — Sir  John  Shore's  state  of  health — deputation  of  Symes 
to  Ava. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  3()th  June. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency,  vizt,, 
Letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  9th  January  1797. 

Letter  in  the  Political  Department  dated  3 1st  December  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Revenue  Department  dated  Lst  December  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  3 1st  December  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Judicial  Department  dated  1st  December  1796. 

Letter  in  the  Law  Department  dated  9th  January  1797. 

Separate  Letter  (Salt,  Opium  and  Customs)  dated  9th  January  1797. 

3.  Since  the  date  of  our  dispatch  of  the  22nd  March  last,  advising  you 
of  the  appointment  of  Marquis  Cornwallis  to  be  Governor  General  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  various  circumstances  have  induced  His  Lordship  to  resign 
those  appointments ;  we  have  therefore  appointed  the  Right  Hon’ble  Richard 
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Earl  of  Mornington  k.  p.  to  succeed  Sir  John  Shore  Bart  as  Governor  General 
of  Bengal,  and  he  is  to  take  upon  himself  the  Government  General  imme¬ 
diately  upon  his  arrival  at  Calcutta. 

4.  Although  we  have  been  induced  to  make  this  arrangement  under 
circumstances  and  for  reasons  of  a  peculiar  nature,  we  nevertheless  entertain 
a  due  sence  of  the  services  rendered  to  the  Company  by  Lord  Hobart.  To  his 
zeal  and  promptitude  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  relative  to  the  capture 
of  the  Dutch  settlements  may  be  attributed  in  a  great  degree  the  very  advan¬ 
tageous  situation  in  which  the  British  Empire  is  now  placed.  We  are  likewise 
persuaded  that,  in  his  Lordship’s  endeavors  to  prevail  with  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  to  consent  to  a  modification  of  the  treaties  with 
those  princes,  he  was  actuated  by  the  most  zealous  and  disinterested  motives. 
Lord  Hobart  is  also  entitled  to  our  highest  commendation  for  the  manly 
sentiments  he  avowed,  both  to  the  Nabob  and  the  Rajah,  on  the  subject  of 
usurious  loans  for  assignments  on  the  revenues  of  their  country,  and  for  his 
strenuous  exertions,  opposed  to  a  very  powerful  counteraction,  to  put  an  end 
to  a  practice  which  has  been  as  ruinous  to  their  affairs  as  it  has  been  baneful 
to  the  interests  of  the  Company. 

5.  We  have  received  information  from  some  of  the  confidential  friends 
of  Sir  John  Shore  of  his  intention  to  return  to  Europe  by  the  earliest  oppor¬ 
tunity  on  account  of  the  precarious  state  of  his  health.  Impressed  with  the 
highest  esteem  for  his  character  and  with  a  due  sense  of  his  able,  faithful  and 
meritorious  services  and  of  the  important  benefits  which  the  Company  have 
derived  from  his  administration  of  their  affairs,  we  are  desirous  of  facilitating 
the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes  and  have,  therefore,  appointed  Lieut.  General 
Sir  Alured  Clarke,  k.b.  to  take  charge  of  the  Government  General  provisional¬ 
ly  in  the  event  of  Sir  John  Shore’s  death  or  it  not  being  convenient  to  him  to 
retain  it  until  the  arrival  of  Lord  Mornington. 

6.  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Alured  Clarke,  k.b.  having,  since  our  appoint¬ 
ment  of  him  in  1796  to  take  charge  of  the  Government  of  Madras  in  the  event 
of  Lord  Hobart’s  vacating  it  previous  to  the  arrival  of  a  successor,  succeeded 
Sir  Robert  Abercromby  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  King’s  and  Company’s 
troops  in  India,  and  second  in  Council  in  Bengal,  we  have  appointed  Lieutenant 
General  George  Harris  to  take  charge  of  that  Government,  on  the  death, 
resignation  or  coming  away  of  the  Right  Hon’ble  Lord  Hobart,  provisionally 
until  the  arrival  of  a  successor  to  His  Lordship  appointed  from  hence. 

7.  Herewith  you  will  receive  copies  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  last  session 
of  Parliament  entitled  ''An  Act  for  carrying  into  execution  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce  and  Navigation,  concluded  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America.” 

8.  In  our  letter  in  the  Political  Department  of  the  4th  instant,  we  have 
signified  our  entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Michael  Symes  in 
his  deputation  to  the  Court  of  Ava,^  and  being  desirous  of  conferring  on  him 
some  mark  of  our  favor  on  account  of  the  very  important  service  he  rendered 
the  Company  in  bringing  the  treaty  to  a  conclusion,  we  have  resolved  that 
he  be  presented  with  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  sicca  rupees,  and  direct  that 
the  same  be  paid  to  his  attornies  in  Bengal. 

9.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Edward  Golding  a  writer  for  your  Presidency, 
in  further  part  of  the  number  we  last  season  (1796)  agreed  to  send  thither. 
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10.  We  have  appointed  the  Revd.  James  Ward  m.a.  the  youngest  chaplain 
for  your  Presidency. 

11.  The  Revd.  Francis  Lee  lias  our  permission  to  proceed  to  Bengal,  and 
remain  there  two  years,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  affairs  of  liis  deceased 
brother,  Thomas  Lee. 

12.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  free 
mariners,  vizt.,  Thomas  Horton,  Michael  Minter. 

13.  Mr.  Donald  Mc.Kcnzie  who  came  from  Bengal  in  the  ship  Siipcrhc 
has  our  permission  to  return  thither  under  free  mariner’s  indentures. 

14.  As  great  inconvenience  has  arisen  by  bills  of  exchange  and  certi¬ 
ficates  drawn  in  India  having  been  presented  to  us  for  acceptance,  of  which 
no  advice  had  been  received,  we  strictly  enjoin  you  in  future,  whenever  bills 
or  certificates  arc  granted  by  your  Government,  to  take  the  c‘arlicsr  opportunity 
of  advising  us  thereof. 

15.  On  the  20th  August,  our  Secretary  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secre¬ 
tary  Barlow  dated  the  1 4th  March  last. 

16.  We  have  permitted  the  Revd.  James  Cordiner  to  proc’ced  to  Fort  St. 
George  to  take  upon  himself  the  office  of  school  master  to  the  male  asylum 
there,  but  it  is  our  positive  order  that  he  be  not  employed  as  a  cliaplain  in 
India. 

17.  We  have  already  advised  you,  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  of  our  having 
appointed  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Alured  Clarke  to  take  charge  of  tlu'  Govern¬ 
ment  General  provisionally,  in  the  event  of  Sir  John  Shore’s  dcMtb,  or  it  not 
being  convenient  to  him  to  retain  it  until  the  arrival  of  Lord  Morningron. 
We  "further  direct  that  upon  His  I.ordship’s  death  or  resignation,  or  during 
his  occasional  absence  at  either  of  the  other  Presidencies,  Lieut.  General 
Sir  Alured  Clarke  do  occupy  the  station  of  Governor  General  provisionally, 
until  our  further  orders  or  the  arrival  of  a  successor  appointed  from  Europe. 

18.  As  we  arc  very  anxious  to  encourage  persons  to  make  remittances 
from  India  to  China  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  bills  on  us,  we  have  ordered 
our  Select  Committee  to  fix  the  exchange  for  those  at  one  year’s  sight  at  not 
less  than  Ss,  6d.  per  old  dollar  for  the  two  next  seasons ;  and  to  prefer  drawing 
bills  on  us  at  two  years’  instead  of  twelve  months’  sight  at  an  exchange  of 
not  less  than  5s.  lOjAd.  per  old  dollar.  We  direct  that  you  publish  this  informa¬ 
tion  at  your  Presidency. 

19.  Our  Select  Committee  at  Canton  have  been  ordered  to  receive  all 
sums  tendered  to  them  for  the  two  next  seasons  and  to  grant  bills  for  the 
same  on  the  above-mentioned  terms. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

/ 

Hugh  Inglis  /  J.  Manship  /  John  Ro¬ 
berts  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  Joseph  Cot¬ 
ton  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  W.  Bens- 
ley  /  Edw.  Parry  /  W.  Devaynes  /  R. 
London,  Thornton  /  Stepn.  Williams  /  J.  Hun- 

the  18th  October  1797,  ter/W.  Elphinstone. 
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LETTER  DATED  26  fANUARY  1798 

Lord  Clive  appointed  to  succeed  Lord  Hobart  as  Governor  of  Madras — 
Thomas  Hickey  the  painter  permitted  to  proceed  to  India, 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  ^vas  dated  the  18th  October 
1797. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency  vizt., 

Letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  2nd  March  1797. 

Letter  in  the  Political  Department  dated  25th  January  1797. 

Letter  in  the  Revenue  Department  dated  1st  March  1797. 

Letter  in  the  Judicial  Department  dated  1st  March  1797. 

Letter  in  the  Separate  Department  (Salt,  Opium  and  Customs)  dated 
2nd  March  1797. 

3.  We  have  appointed  the  Right  Hon’ble  Lord  Clive  to  succeed  the 
Right  Hon'ble  Lord  Hobart  as  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George. 

4.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  John  Rider  to  return  to  his  rank  in  our  civil 
service  at  your  Presidency. 

5.  Mr.  Samuel  Fairfax,  who  proceeded  as  a  cadet  to  Bengal  on  the  ship 
Earl  Spencer,  is  appointed  by  us  a  writer  on  your  establishment  on  the  list 
of  last  season  (1796). 

6.  We  have  resolved  to  appoint  twentynine  writers  for  your  Presidency 
this  season  (1797). 

7.  Mr.  John  Peter  De  Belley  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to  Bengal  to 
carry  on  his  trade  as  a  watchmaker. 

8.  Mr.  Thomas  Hickey  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to  India  to  practice 
in  his  profession  as  a  painter. 

9.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  free 
mariners,  vizt.,  Amherst  Goreham,  John  Robson,  Thomas  Hoar,  John  Fisher, 
Robert  Rankin,  Mr.  Laurin  Nain,  Douglas  Hunter. 

10.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in 
further  part  of  the  number  we  last  season  (1796)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt., 
Messrs.  Edward  Daniell,  Richard  Chicheley,  Plowden  Junr. 

11.  We  direct  that  in  future  you  send  us  by  each  ship  two  sets  of  the 
Calcutta  Gazette,  to  the  latest  period. 

12.  We  have  permitted  the  Hon'ble  Frederick  Fitzroy  to  return  to  his 
rank  in  our  civil  service  at  your  Presidency. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  Jacob  Bosanquet  /  John 
Roberts  /  John.  Hunter  /  Thos.  T.  Met¬ 
calfe  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  James  Irwin/ 
George  Smith  /  Lionel  Darell  /Stepn. 
Williams  /  W.  Bensley  /  Joseph  Cotton/ 
London,  Edw.  Parry  /  Robt.  Thornton  /  Step, 

the  26th  January  1798.  Lushington. 
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LETTER  DATED  2  MARCH  1798 

Lord  Clive  appomted  Governor  mid  Command erdn -Chief  of  Fort  St. 
George— John  Zoffany  the  painter  permitted  to  return  to  Bengal. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  26th  Jtinuarv. 

2.  We  direct  that  in  future,  when  you  advise  us  of  your  having  grtinicd 
leave  to  any  of  our  civil  .servants  to  itroceed  to  Fairope,  you  ttetjuaint  us  if 
they  Irave  wholly  rclinqui.shed  our  service,  or  whether  they  intend  to  return 
to  India  provided  we  shall  think  proper  to  permit  them  .so  to  do. 

3.  Herewith  you  will  receive  copy  of  a  commission  constituting  and  ap¬ 
pointing  the  Right  Hon’ble  Lord  Clive  President  and  Governor  of  Fort  St. 
George  ;  and  Lieutenant  General  George  Harris.  Edward  Saunders  and  Ernst 
William  Fallowficld  Esqrcs,  Councillors  of  the  said  Presidency  ;  also  copy  of 
a  commission  constituting  and  appointing  Lord  Clive  Governor  tind 
Commandcr-in-Chief  of  the  fort  and  garrison  of  Fort  St.  George  turd  the  town 
of  Madraspatanam. 

4.  Mr.  John  Nathaniel  Scaly,  who  is  at  [tresent  :i  writer  on  the  Fort 
Marlbro’  establishment,  is  appointed  by  us  a  writer  for  your  Presidency  on 
the  list  of  last  season  (1796)  and  wc  shall  .send  directions  to  h’ort  Mtirlbro’ 
for  him  to  proceed  to  his  duty  in  Bengal  by  the  first  opportunity. 

5.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  yotir  Presidency  in  further 
part  of  the  number,  wc  last  year  (1796)  agreed  to  send  thither  vizt., 
Messrs.  Edward  Waring  Hastings  Scott,  George  Chester,  John  Wtdter  Sherer, 
Robert  Vansittart,  Charles  Wyatt,  Charles  Elliott,  John  Feirbes. 

6.  Wc  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in  parr  of 
the  number  we  this  season  (1797)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt.,  Messrs.  William 
Butterworth  Bayley,  Richard  Strachey,  William  Malcolm  Fleming,  William 
Henry  Scaly,  William  Pcrcivall  Potts,  James  Oldham  Oldham,  Gordon  Forbes. 

7.  We  have  permitted  John  Zoffany  Esqre.  to  return  to  Bengal  to  settle 
his  private  affairs,  and  to  practise  there  as  a  painter. 

8.  Mr.  William  Gott  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to  Bengal  to  practise 
in  his  profession  as  a  ship  builder. 


London, 

the  2nd  March  1798. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  Jacob  Bosanquet  /  Lionel 
Darcll  /  John  Roberts  /  Thos.  T.  Met¬ 
calfe  /  Cha.  Grant  /  J.  Smith  Burges  / 
Joseph  Cotton //Step.  Lushington  / 
W.  Bensley  /  Edwd.  Parry  /  Stepn. 
Williams  /  G.  W.  Thellusson  /  John 
Travers. 
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Proposed  house  for  Supreme  Court  considered  too  expensive — Dr.  Bucha¬ 
nan^  s  drawings  of  flowers  and  plants  to  he  submitted  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks — 
Governor  General’s  Mmute  regarding  gold  coins — orders  regarding  several 
outstanding  hala^ices — measures  against  French  privateers — erection  of  chapels 
— horse-racing  on  Sunday — luxury  and  dissipation  in  prmcipal  settlements  of 
the  Company — John  Shore  appointed  Secretary  to  Marine  Board — public 
repository  for  oriental  ma7iuscripts  set  up  in  England — investigations  into  the 
history j  geography,  religio7i,  manners  and  customs  of  tribal  people  recomme^id- 
ed — 7iarrative  of  Ensign  Blimt’s  journey  from  Chunargarh  to  Ellore — per- 
missio7i  to  be  previously  secured  by  person^  proceeding  to  hidia  for  practising 
law — Lord  North’s  appointment  as  Governor  of  Ceylon. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  ^vas  dated  the  2nd  March. 

2.  We  have  appointed  Jacob  Bosanquet  Esqr.  our  Chairman  ;  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington  Bart,  our  Deputy  Chairman,  together  with  William  Bensley  Esqr., 
Sir  John  Smith  Burges  Bart.,  Sir  Lionel  Darell  Bart.,  John  Hunter,  Thomas 
Parry,  John  Roberts,  George  Tatem  and  John  Travers  Esqrs.  to  be  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Secrecy  for  giving  the  necessary  directions  respecting  the  safety  of 
the  company’s  shipping  ;  the  orders  therefore  of  any  three  of  the  said  Com¬ 
mittee  respecting  the  same  must  be  obeyed  with  the  greatest  punctuality. 

3.  Having  appointed  Jacob  Bosanquet  Esqr.  Chairman,  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington  Bart.  Deputy  Chairman,  and  John  Roberts  Esqr.  during  the 
present  direction  to  be  a  Secret  Committee  agreeably  to,  and  for  the  purposes 
stated  in,  the  Acts  of  the  24th,  26th  and  33rd  of  His  present  Majesty,  we 
hereby  direct  that  all  orders  and  instructions  which  you  shall  receive  from 
our  said  Secret  Committee  be  observed  and  obeyed  with  the  same  punctuality 
and  exactness  as  though  they  had  been  signed  by  thirteen  or  more  members 
of  the  Court  of  Directors  conformably  to  the  said  Acts. 

4.  We  shall  now  reply  to  your  several  dispatches  in  the  Public  Depart¬ 
ment  received  in  the  course  of  the  past  season. 

Answer  to  the  letter  m  the  Public  Department, 
dated  the  31st  August  1796 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last  ^ 
advices. 

(2)  Advises  the  arrival  of  the 
Georgiana  packet. 

(3)  Georgia7ia  was  directed  to  be  5.  Need  no  reply, 
prepared  for  sea  with  all  possible  ex¬ 
pedition. 
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(4)  Forwarding  transcripts  of  for¬ 
mer  dispatches. 

(5-20)  In  answer  to  the  Court's 
letter  of  5th  January  1796. 

(21)  Two  plans  for  a  new  court 
house  for  the  Supreme  Court  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  Court  of  Directors. 


(22)  Continuation  of  answer  to  the 
Court's  letter  of  the  5th  January  1796. 

(23-25)  Economical  arrangements 
in  the  Secretary’s  office,  and  regula¬ 
tions  for  transmitting  the  records  with 
regularity. 


(26-29)  Answer  to  the  Court's  letter  ^ 
of  the  5th  Jany.  1796  concluded. 

(30)  Relative  to  the  damage  sus¬ 

tained  by  the  Berringtofi  in  coming 
into  the  Madras  roads.  > 

(31)  Mentions  the  wreck  of  the 
ship  Ann  and  Eliza ^  chartered  to 
carry  rice  to  the  Cape. 

(32-33)  Trade  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 


6.  The  plans,  elevations  and  seC‘ 
tions  referred  to  in  this  paragraph,  for 
a  new  court  house  for  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  prepared  by  the 
Chief  Engineer  and  ('tvil  Architect 
being  mislaid,  we  cannot  at  ])resent 
form  any  opinion  upon  their  resjtec- 
tive  merits.  It  appc'ars,  however, 
that  the  estimate  of  the  latter  exceeds 
that  of  the  former  in  the  sum  of 
rupees  (82,103)  eighty  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  three,  and  that  by 
adopiittg  the  improvtanents  suggested 
by  the  jtidges  to  the  plan  of  tlie  Civil 
Architect,  the  whole  (‘xpeiise  of  the 
work  is  estimated  at  rupees  (3,37,320) 
three  lacs  thirty  sevtai  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty.  In  tlu^  pr(‘seut 
situation  of  alTairs,  wt'  do  not  think  it 
expedient  to  aiilhori/.e  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  so  large  a  sum  of  money.  You 
will,  therefore,  continue  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  to  occupy  the  premises  which  you 
now  rent  for  that  pur[)()se, 

7.  Needs  no  reply. 

8.  Wc  arc  much  pleased  with  the 
information  contained  in  these  para¬ 
graphs,  and  trust  that  we  shall  have 
no  cause  in  future  to  complain  of  a 
want  of  regularity  in  the  transmission 
of  your  records. 


9.  Need  no  reply. 


10.  For  our  directions  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  we  refer  you  to  the  5  and  6  para- 
,  graphs  of  our  Commerce  letters  of  the 
2nd  March  last. 
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(34-36)  Pecuniary  supplies  to  Bom¬ 
bay. 


(37-43)  Relative  to  the  ship  Princess 
Royal. 

(44)  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 


(45-47)  Freight  and  tonnage. 

(48)  Advising  their  having  autho¬ 
rized  the  residents  at  Benares  and 
I^ucknow  and  the  several  collectors  of 
revenue  to  receive  cash  into  their  res¬ 
pective  treasuries  to  the  amount  of 
(20)  ttventy  lacks  of  rupees  for  hills 
on  the  Court  of  Directors  at  2s.  6d.  the 
sicca  rupee. 

(49)  An  advance  of  sicca  Rs.  (5,000) 
five  thousand  made  to  the  Comman¬ 
der  of  the  Three  Sisters. 

(50)  Contains  a  list  of  appoint¬ 
ments. 

(51)  Transmitting  copy  of  a  letter 

from  I.adv  Watson. 

✓ 


11,  We  had  much  satisfaction  in 
observing  that  your  remittances  to 
Bombay,  for  the  season  1796-7,  were 
effected  on  better  terms  by  near  2  per 
cent  than  the  former  remittances  on 
our  average  of  the  last  four  years. 
We  have  been  advised  from  Bombay 
of  the  probable  difficulties  which  may 
arise  in  procuring  the  necessary  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  current  year  1797-8  in  the 
various  modes  that  have  been  suggest¬ 
ed.  We  trust,  however,  that  ultimate¬ 
ly  these  difficulties  have  been  sur¬ 
mounted,  and  that  under  all  circums¬ 
tances  the  supplies  have  been  raised 
without  any  material  disadvantage  to 
the  Company. 

12.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

[13].  We  approve  of  your  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  22nd  August  1796  to  the 
Superin tendant  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island  as  preparatory  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  more  regular  form  of  ad¬ 
ministration  for  that  settlement.  Up¬ 
on  the  receipt  of  your  subsequent 
communications,  agreeably  to  the  in¬ 
timation  contained  in  the  25th  para¬ 
graph  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  January 
1797,  the  whole  subject  will  be  taken 
into  more  particular  consideration. 

14.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

15.  We  have  read  the  letter  from 
your  Accountant  General  of  the  28th 
March  1796,  and  approve  of  the  mea¬ 
sure  advised  in  this  paragraph. 


16.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

17.  Needs  no  reply. 

18.  In  answer  to  this  paragraph, 
we  have  only  to  observe  that  no  fund 
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(52-53)  Forwarding-  a  set  of  bota¬ 
nical  drawings  presented  by  Dr. 
Buchanan,  who  accompanied  Capt. 
Synics  on  his  embassy  to  Ava. 


has  been  established  for  affording 
relief  to  persons  in  Lady  Watson’s 
situation,  and  as  we  ha\'c  been  in¬ 
formed  that  a  near  relation  of  Lady 
Watson  has  be(|ueathed  her  no  incon¬ 
siderable  property,  it  is  unnecessary 
at  this  time  to  consider  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  such  a  fund  being  estab¬ 
lished. 

19.  Dr.  Buchanan’s  drawings  of 
flowers  and  plants  of  the  Burmah 
dominions,  v\diich  appear  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  in  a  most  beautiful  and  master¬ 
ly  manner,  will  be  submitted  to  the 
inspection  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 


Ansxvcr  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Departnienl, 
dated  the  3rd  October  1796 


(1-2)  Mention  that  the  Georgiana 
is  dispatched  direct  from  Bengal  with- 
out  touching  at  Madras. 

(3)  Relative  to  the  accounts  trans¬ 
mitted  from  Madras  and  Bombay  not 
being  authenticated  by  the  signatures 
of  the  members  of  the  respective 
Governments. 

(4)  Forwarding  proceedings. 

(5-14)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s  ^ 
letter  of  the  22nd  April  1796. 

(15-16)  Madras  Presidency  autho¬ 
rized  to  draw  on  Bengal  to  the  extent 
of  its  necessities, 

(17)  Referring  to  a  letter  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  respcctmg  the  loss  of 
the  Ann  and  Eliza,  and  submitting 
that  the  amount  of  freight  paid 
(Rs.  37,500)  should  be  reimbursed  by 
His  Majesty’s  ministers. 

(18)  Referring  to  the  Governor 
General’s  minute  respecting  the  hatta 
on  the  gold  coin. 


20.  Need  no  reply. 


21.  This  subject  will  be  noticed 
in  our  dispatches  to  Madras  and 
Bombay. 


22.  Need  no  reply. 

23.  We  approve  of  the  pecuniary 
assistance  to  the  Madras  Presidency 
as  mentioned  in  these  paragraphs. 

24.  Application  has  been  made  to 
His  Majesty’s  ministers  for  rcimburs- 
ment  of  this  sum. 


25.  From  the  papers  on  the  subject 
of  the  gold  coinage  the  following 
points  are  adduced. 

That  under  the  native  govern¬ 
ment,  to  1766,  the  gold  mohur 
was  not  considered  as  a  legal 
tender  of  payment,  but  was  left 
to  find  its  own  value  in  the  market 
like  any  other  commodity,  the 
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stamp  of  the  mint  merely  denot¬ 
ing  its  weight  and  fineness. 

That  in  1766  it  was  declared  by 
the  Company  to  be  a  legal  pay¬ 
ment  at  Calcutta,  its  currency 
established  in  all  public  and 
private  transactions,  and  its  rela¬ 
tive  value  fixed  at  (16)  sixteen 
sicca  rupees. 

That  in  1792  its  currency  was  in 
like  manner  extended  to  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country,  and 
half  and  quarter  mohurs  coined 
in  aid  of  the  circulation. 

That  ever  since  its  currency  has 
been  established,  both  partially 
and  generally,  a  loss  under  the 
denomination  of  hatta  has  been 
sustained,  in  exchanging  it  for 
silver,  of  from  to  6  or  7  per 
cent,  varying  in  proportion  to  the 
demand  for  silver,  thereby  operat¬ 
ing  as  a  tax  upon  the  Company, 
upon  individuals  and  upon  the 
industry  and  commerce  of  the 
country. 

That  hitherto  no  means  have 
been  effectual  for  abolishing  the 
batta. 

That  experience  has  shewn  that 
even  the  smallest  possible  de¬ 
nomination  of  gold  coin  is  unfit 
for  the  purpose  of  general  circula¬ 
tion. 

That  the  only  effectual  remedy 
would  be  to  call  in  the  gold  coin, 
and  to  establish  the  sicca  rupee  as 
the  only  legal  tender  of  payment 
in  all  public  and  private  transac¬ 
tions. 

That  this  measure  is,  at  present, 
impracticable,  as  it  is  estimated 
that  at  least  to  the  value  of  two 
crores  of  rupees  in  gold  [sic] 
would  be  thereby  thrown  upon 
the  treasury,  where  there  ought  to 
he  the  same  sum  in  rupees  to 
answer  it.  The  whole  amount  of 
the  gold  in  circulation  is  estima- 


78 


PUBLIC  LUrrLR  FROM  COtlRT 


ted  at  two  crorcs  of  [andj  forty 
live  lacks  of  rupees. 

lltat  a  long  period  must  elapse 
before  the  Company  will  he  in  a 
situation  to  adopt  the  ineasure  of 
calling  in  the  gold  coin,  unless 
largest  supplies  of  hiillion  are  sent 
from  Europe. 

That  the  present  valuation  of 
the  gold  niolnir  (16  Sicca  Rs.)  is 
too  high. 

That  lowering  its  value  would 
do  much  to  remedy  present  evils, 
and  woidd  likewise  lend  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  more  radical  measure  of 
establishing  the  sicca  rupees  as 
the  only  legal  tender  of  payment. 
The  certain  loss,  from  this  opera¬ 
tion,  upon  Ks.  (2,5l),()(),()0l))  two 
crores  and  fifty  lacks,  [isj  slated 
at  (Rs.  12,5(),()0())  twelve  lacks  and 
fifty  thousand  at  (5)  live  per  cent, 
and  of  (10)  ten  lacks  at  (4)  four 
per  cent. 

That  gold  coin  will  always  be 
useful  in  Bengal,  l)UL  that  it 
should  be  received  hy  convention 
only,  when  it  will  circulate  as  far 
as  the  state  of  society  will  admit. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  the  Governor 
General  for  his  very  able  and  very 
elaborate  minute  of  the  29th  Septem¬ 
ber  1796  upon  this  intricate  and  impor¬ 
tant  subject,  and  which  was  referred  to 
future  discusion.’  The  mode  point¬ 
ed  out  for  remedying,  in  some  degree, 
the  existing  evils,  by  reducing  the 
value  of  the  gold  mohur,  can  only  be 
considered  as  a  palliative  which, 
though  it  may  lessen,  will  certain¬ 
ly  not  remove  the  evil  so  accurate¬ 
ly  described  in  the  Governor  General’s 
minute.  Whatever  you  may  finally 
determine,  from  the  complete  exem¬ 
plification  of  the  subject  in  the  Gover¬ 
nor  GeneraFs  minute,  wc  are  per¬ 
suaded  that  such  determination  will 
be  the  result  of  the  maturest  reflec¬ 
tion,  and  here  we  shall  leave  the 
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(19-25)  Freight  and  tonnage. 

(26-27)  Advising  the  return  to 
Europe  of  Mr.  John  Rider  and  Mr, 
Richard  Becher. 

(28-29)  Enclosing  an  address  from 
the  Asiatic  Society. 

(30)  Enclosing  a  statement  of  the 

funds  of  the  Native  Hospital.  j, 

(31)  State  of  the  treasmy.  j 


matter  until  your  resolution  on  the 
Governor  GeneraFs  minute  shall  be 
reported  to  us. 

26.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

27.  Need  no  reply. 


28.  The  request  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  is  under  consideration. 

[29J.  Need  no  reply. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department j 
dated  9th  January  1797 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last  ^ 

dispatches.  1 

(2)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last  ^  reply, 

dispatches  from  China.  j 


(3)  China  remittances.  31.  We  entertain  a  due  sense  ot 

the  merit  of  your  exertions,  from  time 
to  time,  in  furnishing  the  necessary 
supphes  to  our  treasury  at  Canton, 
and  rely  upon  a  continuance  of  those 
exertions  for  the  accomplishment  of 
an  object  of  so  much  importance  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  Company’s 
commerce.  The  Accountant  General’s 
letter  of  the  1st  February  1797,  refer¬ 
red  to  in  your  subsequent  dispatch  of 
the  2nd  March  following,  contains 
sufficient  reasons  for  your  rejecting 
the  ojBEers  which  were  made  to  you  in 
consequence  of  your  advertisement  of 
16th  December  preceding,  for  nego- 
ciating  a  remittance  to  Canton  of 
twelve  lacks  of  rupees  and  we  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  measure  you  adopted  in 
lieu  thereof  authorizing  the  supra 
cargoes  to  open  their  treasury  for  the 
receipt  of  specie,  to  the  extent  of  the 
sum  abovementioned,  for  bills  on 
Bengal. 

[32].  In  the  18th  paragraph  of  our 
dispatch  in  the  Public  Department, 
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(4)  Mr.  Forbes’s  claim. 

(5-8)  Pecuniary  supplies  to  Bom¬ 
bay. 

(9-10)  Law  Tonnage. 

(11)  Pecuniary  supplies  to  Bombay. 
(12-20)  Madras  finances. 


dated  the  18th  October  last,  we  advised 
you  of  the  encouragement  held  out  to 
persons  who  might  be  inclined  to 
make  the  remittances  from  India  to 
China  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
bills  upon  us.  The  treasure  consign¬ 
ed  by  us  to  Canton  by  the  ships  of  the 
last  season  amounted  to  (£2,00,000) 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and 
to  (£4,10,700)  four  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  seven  hundred  pounds  by 
the  ships  of  the  present  season. 

33.  This  subject  is  adverted  to  in 
our  dispatches  to  the  ( government  of 
Bombay,  copies  of  which  will  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  you  as  usual 

34.  Already  replied  to. 

35.  Transferred  to  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Department. 

36.  Already  replied  to. 

37.  The  earnest  and  unremitted 
attention  which  you  have  shewn  to 
the  several  representations  from  the 
Government  of  Madras  on  the  state 
of  their  finances  is  entitled  to  our 
highest  commendation,  and  we  trust 
that  your  proposed  remittance  of  five 
lacks  of  pagodas  in  specie  will  have 
produced  the  most  beneficial  effects 
on  the  public  credit  of  that  settlement. 
We  have  the  firmest  reliance  on  the 
continuance  of  your  endeavors  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  wants  of  that  settlement, 
which  under  circumstances  of  pecu¬ 
liar  emergency,  have  been  unavoid¬ 
ably  pressing  upon  the  resources  of 
your  Government.  We,  however,  en¬ 
tertain  a  well  founded  expectation 
that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the 
Presidency  of  Madras  will  be  able  to 
support  its  own  ordinary  charges. 


(21)  Sale  of  the  Banteerin  planta-  38.  After  having  had  reference  to 
don  at  Bencoolen.  the  proceedings  to  which  you  have 

referred  us,  we  approve  of  the  terms 
upon  which  the  Banteerin  plantation 
'  at  Bencoolen  has  been  disposed  of  to 
Messrs.  Waters,  Denning  and  others. 
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(22)  Orders  for  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Hartley,  Surgeon  at  Fort  Marl¬ 
borough,  revoked. 


(23)  Advising  that  as  the  articles 
of  capitulation  for  the  ransom  of 
Natal  had  been  violated,  the  ransom 
bills  were  not  accepted. 

(24)  Relative  to  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Coles  to  the  chiefship  of  Pedang. 


(25)  Referring  generally  to  the 
correspondence  with  the  Superinten- 
dant  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  and 
intimating  an  intention  to  address  the 
Court  particularly  on  the  subject  here¬ 
after. 

(26-28)  Reduction  in  the  expense 
of  the  Marine  establishment. 


(29)  Mentions  the  return  to  Eu¬ 
rope  of  Mr.  Gillespie  of  the  pilot 
service  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

6 


39.  We  have  perused  the  correspon¬ 
dence  between  Mr.  Hartley,  Senior 
Surgeon  at  Bencoolen,  and  the  Deputy 
Governor  and  Council  of  that  settle¬ 
ment,  relative  to  the  usefulness  of 
Mount  Argyle  as  a  station  for  troops. 
But  as  Mr.  Hartley's  letter  of  the  14th 
July  1796  contains  a  very  satisfactory 
apology  for  any  intemperance  of  con¬ 
duct  he  may  have  shewn  upon  the 
point  in  question,  we  approve  of  your 
determination  for  revoking  your  for¬ 
mer  order  for  his  removal. 

40.  For  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
letter  from  your  Advocate  General  of 
the  29th  December  1796,  we  approve 
of  the  determination  advised  in  this 
paragraph. 

41.  We  desire  to  be  informed 
whether  any  report  has  been  made  to 
you  on  the  enquiry  which  has  been 
instituted  in  consequence  of  the  re¬ 
presentation  of  Mr.  TerhofE  respecting 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Coles,  late  Chief 
Mate  at  Pedang.  It  apears  to  us  that 
you  acted  properly  in  not  permitting 
Mr.  Coles  to  resume  that  station,  pen¬ 
ding  such  enquiry. 

42.  Needs  no  reply. 


43.  Great  commendation  is  due  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  for  tire  attention 
they  have  manifested  to  the  Com¬ 
pany's  interest,  in  the  proposed  reduc¬ 
tion  of  expence  in  the  Marine  estab¬ 
lishment,  alluded  to  in  these  para¬ 
graphs  ;  and  we  very  much  approve  of 
your  having  carried  the  same  into 
execution. 

44.  Needs  no  reply. 
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(30-38)  Referring  to  the  Court’s 
decision  [on]  several  old  outstanding 
balances  etc.  from  individuals-— vizt., 

Munnee  Begum 
sicca  Rs.  16,722-3-13-1. 


Aliteram  O  Dowlah 
sicca  Rs.  7,552"  16-3. 


Rajah  Goordas 
sicca  Rs,  14,442- 12-8-3. 


Rowal  dien  Hassun  [Kassim?] 
Gown 

sicca  Rs.  19,760-6-8. 

Thos.  Goddard 
sicca  Rs.  950-1-18. 


45.  From  what  is  stated  respecting 
the  balance  due  from  Munnee 
Begum,  there  appears  to  have  been 
great  neglect  in  not  communicating 
the  orders  of  Council  for  stopping  her 
allowance  to  the  Resident  at  the  dur¬ 
bar  at  an  earlier  period  ;  this  order 
was  issued  on  the  9th  May  1775  and 
no  communication  was  made  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Revenue  Department 
prior  to  the  llth  December  following 
but  even  then  there  was  time  siiilicicnt 
to  have  conveyed  the  information  to 
the  Resident  at  the  durbar  so  as  to 
have  stop])ed  the  payment  made  by 
him  on  the  21st  February  1776.  As 
the  case  stands  we  sec  no  alternative 
but  to  write  it  oil  to  prolit  and  loss. 

46.  By  the  explanation  given  of 
this  balance  it  appears  to  have  arisen 
from  a  double  j)ayment  which  under 
a  proper  aitd  timely  communication 
between  the  Resident  at  the  durbar 
and  the  Collector  of  Rajamhal  might 
have  been  recovered.  As  this  cannot 
be  expected  at  presemt  it  niay  be 
written  off. 

47.  The  Resident  at  the  durbar  was 
blameable  in  tiot  conlining  his  pay¬ 
ment  to  this  Rajah  to  the  monthly 
amount  of  his  stipend.  Instead  of 
doing  so  we  find  the  sums  advanced  in 
July,  August  and  September  1775  were 
sicca  Rs.  46,500,  whereas  the  monthly 
stipend  for  that  period  was  only  sicca 
Rs.  25,000.  This  balance  must  be  also 
written  offi. 

48.  We  consent  to  this  balance 
being  written  off  as  recommended. 

49.  From  the  length  of  time  this 
balance  has  been  outstanding  vizt., 
from  1771  and  as  it  is  probable  the 
advance  may  have  been  adjusted  with 
the  Military  Paymaster  by  the  charges 
incurred  on  account  of  the  expedition 
for  which  it  was  made  we  direct  that 
it  be  written  off. 
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Lieut.  Colonel  Camac 
Rs.  10,047-8-1-2. 


Girard  Gustava  Ducarel 
Rs.  3751-4-18-2. 


Robt.  Holt,  late  Superintendant  of 
the  Baza  Zeemeen  Dufter  of  Behar 
Rs.  6164-9-6. 


50.  As  this  balance  appears  to  be 
a  sum  actually  received  by  the  late 
Lieut.  Colonel  (then  Captain)  Camac 
in  his  capacity  of  collector  of  the  reve¬ 
nues  in  the  district  of  Shergauty  Bal- 
lagaut  in  April  1775  not  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  his  quitting  that  office,  we 
are  surprised  it  was  not  long  ago 
demanded  of  him  nor  can  we  conceive 
why,  when  his  attornies  in  April  1783 
paid  a  part  of  his  collections,  they 
were  not  called  on  for  a  full  liquida¬ 
tion  of  the  whole.  At  this  distance 
of  time  great  difficulty  must  evidently 
occur  in  adjusting  accounts  of  this 
nature ;  we  shall  however  demand  the 
balance  of  the  executors  of  Lieut. 
Colonel  Camac. 

51.  This  is  another  instance  of 
neglect  in  not  demanding  the  balance 
before  Mr.  Ducarel  left  Bengal — we 
shall  apply  to  him. 

52.  From  a  perusal  of  the  corres¬ 
pondence  between  the  Accountant 
General  to  the  Revenue  Board  and 
Mr.  Holt  relative  to  this  balance  en¬ 
tered  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Revenue  the  21st  September  1789, 
it  seems  doubtful  if  it  can  fairly  be 
charged  against  him,  and  as  it  was 
suffered  to  continue  from  1786  with¬ 
out  any  explanation  being  demanded, 
it  must  be  written  off. 

[53].  The  suggestions  of  your  Ac 
countant  General  in  the  first  four  para¬ 
graphs  of  this  letter  of  24th  February 
1796  (which  was  not  however,  we  ob¬ 
serve,  taken  into  consideration  until 
the  20th  of  November  following)  rela¬ 
tive  to  outstanding  balances  in  general 
are  much  to  the  purpose  and  we  trust 
they  will  meet  with  due  attention.  It  is 
evident  that  great  omission  or  neglect 
has  been  suffered  in  allowing  the 
balances  we  have  remarked  on  and 
many  others  in  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  to  be  so  long  outstanding.  We, 
therefore,  direct  that  your  resolution 
on  the  recommendation  of  the 
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(39)  As  the  Court  are  desirous  that 
accounts  should  be  constructed  on  the 
same  general  principle,  have  forward¬ 
ed  to  Madras  and  Bombay  copies  of 
the  most  material  annual  and  quarter¬ 
ly  statements. 

(40-44)  Europe  ships. 

(45-49)  Freight  and  tonnage. 

(50)  Mr.  Herbert  Harris’s  accounts 
with  the  Company. 


Accountant  Ckuicral  in  the  4th  para¬ 
graph  be  punctually  adhered  to,  as  we 
entirely  concur  in  your  remark  that  if 
this  rule  had  been  heretofore  adopted 
and  regularly  followed  up,  the  Gene¬ 
ral  BookvS  would  have  been  relieved 
From  many  useless  articles,  and  wdiat 
is  of  more  importance  some  of  the 
sums  now  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  Company  might  have  been  re¬ 
covered  :  at  any  time,  and  more  parti¬ 
cularly  at  a  period  when  every  rupee 
justly  due  to  the  Company  vshoulcl  be 
forthcoming,  no  incrnddual  should  be 
suffered  to  continue  debtor  to  the 
Company  without  a  regular  and 
jtrompt  investigation  being  made  of 
the  nature  of  the  claim  upon  him, 
and  he  should  be  immediately  called 
on  to  liquidate  the  balance  that  may 
appear  due. 

|S4j.  We  arc  here  naturally  led  to 
remark  on  the  considerable  sums  due 
from  individuals  which  stand  on  your 
quick  stock  accounts.  This  subject  was 
particularly  pointed  out  to  your  atten¬ 
tion  in  our  letter  of  the  8th  July  1785, 
but  we  arc  concerned  to  observe  that 
due  regard  has  not  been  paid  to  our 
orders  of  that  date.  Wc,  therefore, 
direct  that  with  our  earliest  convey¬ 
ance  you  take  the  same  into  consider¬ 
ation  and  persue  the  most  proper  and 
effectual  means  of  liquidating  the 
balances  outstanding. 

55.  Wc  have  perused  the  letter 
from  your  Accountant  General  on 
this  subject  and  approve  of  the  mea¬ 
sure  adopted  in  consequence. 


56.  TraUssf erred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

57.  We  were  not  aware  that  other 
claims  against  Mr.  Hanis  remained 
unadjusted,  but  following  up  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  our  former  orders,  we  direct 
that  the  two  sums  mentioned  in  this 


25  MAY  1798 


85 


(51)  Memorial  from  the  Honble 
Andrew  Ramsay,  a  writer,  setting 
forth  the  circumstances  attending  his 
being  wrecked  on  the  Winterton,  and 
praying  to  be  granted  writer's  allow¬ 
ances  from  the  date  of  the  loss  of  that 
ship. 


(52)  Advising  the  resignation  of 
several  civil  servants. 

(53)  Requesting  a  fresh  supply  of 
paper  for  printing  promissory  notes. 


(54)  Tonnage. 

(55)  Reduction  in  the  allowances 
of  the  Import  Warehouse  Keeper, 


paragraph  for  (1,17,199)  one  lac,  seven¬ 
teen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
ninety  nine  rupees,  and  for  (16,975) 
sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy  five  rupees,  be  written  off  to 
profit  and  loss.  But  we  think  it  neces¬ 
sary,  at  the  same  time,  to  repeat  the 
remark  contained  in  the  22nd  para¬ 
graph  of  our  Public  letter  dated  the 
5th  Jany.  1796,  that  although  we  have, 
in  this  instance,  yielded  to  the  strong 
and  pointed  recommendation  of  our 
Governor  General  in  Council,  and 
under  firm  persuation  that  after  the 
long  and  meritorious  services  of  Mr. 
Harris,  he  is  altogether  incapable  of 
paying  the  balance  due  to  us,  yet  it 
must  be  understood  that  we  do  not 
mean  in  future  to  relax  from  the 
general  principle  of  requiring  from 
contractors  and  securities  a  strict  per¬ 
formance  of  their  engagements  with 
the  Company. 

58.  We  have  considered  the  memo¬ 
rial  referred  to  in  this  paragraph,  and 
authorize  you  to  grant  Mr.  Ramsay 
sixteen  months’  allowances  as  a  writer 
from  August  1792,  when  he  was 
wrecked  on  the  Winterton,  and  after¬ 
wards  captured  by  the  French,  to 
December  1793,  when  he  took  his  de¬ 
parture  for  England  from  the  island 
of  Mauritius,  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health. 

59.  Needs  no  reply. 

60.  Agreeably  to  your  request,  a 
ream  of  marked  paper  for  printing 
promissory  notes  was  enclosed  in  the 
Company’s  packet  per  Princess  Char¬ 
lotte  directed  to  the  Governor  General 
and  Council,  a  further  supply  of 
which  is  sent  by  the  Berrington  and 
Thetis, 

61.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

62.  For  the  reasons  stated  in  the 
report  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the 
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Vendue  Master  and  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Luckipore  factory. 


(56-57)  Address  from  the  mer¬ 
chants  relative  to  rh(‘  scarcity  of 
money. 


(58)  Forwarding  sundry  plants  etc. 
from  Dr.  Roxburgh. 

(59)  Measures  for  the  defence  of 
the  maritime  commerce  of  Bengal 
against  French  privateers. 


29th  November  1796,  we  approve  of 
the  salary  to  the  Import  Warehouse 
Keeper  having  been  reduced  from 
(rupees  24,000)  iweiiiy  four  thousand 
rupees  per  annum  to  (12,000)  twelve 
thousand  rupees  and  of  his  being 
allowed  a  commission  of  (l/^)  one  and 
a  quarter  per  cent  on  the  sale,  of  goods, 
as  an  equivalent.  We  likewise  approve 
of  the  olhce  of  Vendue*'  Master 
having  been  abolished,  and  under  the 
eircumstauecs  that  have  l)een  stated, 
acquiesce  in  tlu*  allowaiK'C  of  rupees 
(5(K))  live  hundred  pta*  month  to  the 
late  Vendue  MasUT.  As  this  appoim- 
mem  is  declared  to  l)e  unnecessary  we 
direct  that  it  he  on  ito  pretence  resum¬ 
ed  in  future. 

63.  It  were  to  he  wished  that  the 
state  of  your  funds  had  admitted  of 
your  alTordiug  sovue  rebel  to  the  iner- 
chams,  without  occasioning  embar¬ 
rassment  to  the  general  linauces  of 
the  Company  in  India.  Had  this  been 
practicable  we  are  persuaded  of  your 
readiness  to  have  obviated  the  tem¬ 
porary  distresses  of  sty  useful  a  part  of 
the  community.  But  you  will  always, 
as  in  the  presem  instance,  deliberate 
with  the  utmost  c'aution  upon  any 
similar  application,  as  well  with  a 
view  to  the  propriety  of  yielding  to 
the  request,  as  to  the  most  eligible 
mode  of  granting  the  assistance  which 
may  be  required,  than  which  no  sub¬ 
ject  can  be  of  a  more  delicate  nature, 
or  require  maturcr  consideration. 

64.  The  plants  alluded  to  in  these 
paragraphs  died  in  the  voyage. 

65.  We  approve  of  measures  which 
were  taken  for  the  defence  of  your 
commerce  against  French  privateers, 
as  advised  in  your  several  dispatches. 
We  also  approve  of  the  measure  in 
which  the  native  crew  of  the  Ranger 
schooner  have  been  rewarded  on  ac¬ 
count  of  her  recapture,  as  mentioned 
in  the  41st  paragraph  of  your  letter 
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in  the  Public  Department  dated  the 
2nd  of  March  1797.  To  defray  the 
extra  expence  occasioned  by  the 
consequent  equipments  we  approve  of 


(60)  Cornelius  Corey  sent  home  as 
a  charter-party  passenger. 

(61)  Increase  of  salary  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 


(62-64)  Chaplains  and  a  request  for 
permission  to  erect  chapels. 


your  having  directed  a  new  duty  to  be 
collected  of  one  per  cent  upon  your 
exports  and  imports.  We  shall  write 
to  you  more  fully  upon  this  subject 
when  we  detail  to  you  our  final  regu¬ 
lations  relative  to  Bombay  Marine. 

66.  We  observe  by  your  consulta¬ 
tions  of  the  20th  February  1797,  but  of 
which  you  have  not  advised  us,  that 
you  have  taken  up  the  Nonsuch  for 
this  service,  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
Laurell,  upon  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  her  engagement,  a  measure 
which  has  also  met  with  our  appro- 


bation. 

67. 

Needs  no 

reply. 

68. 

For  the 

reasons  which 

have 

been 

assigned. 

we  approve  of 

the 

augmentation  that  has  been  made  in 
the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  your 
Board  of  Trade. 

69.  You  have  already  been  advised 
of  our  having  appointed  the  Revd. 
Mr.  Hussey^  to  be  a  chaplain  for 
Bengal,  which  makes  the  number  of 
chaplains  under  your  Presidency,  in¬ 
cluding  the  three  gentlemen  now  at 
home,  to  amount  to  eleven.  But  as 
this  number  is  not  more  than  suffi¬ 
cient  to  supply  the  duties  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  stations  where  chaplains  are 
deemed  necessary,  including  those  re¬ 
commended  by  you  to  be  established 
at  the  cities  of  Dacca  and  Patna  and 
the  factory  of  Cossimbuzar,  we  shall 
hereafter  consider  of  the  propriety  of 
augmenting  the  number  of  chaplains, 
that  no  interruption  may  be  occasion¬ 
ed  to  the  public  worship  by  the 
absence  of  chaplains  in  Europe  whe¬ 
ther  on  furlough  or  for  their  health, 
^tiich  otherwise  niust  be  inevitably 
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the  case  bill  which  we  hold  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  imlecorous. 

70.  Conceivini;-  it  a  duly  incumbem 
upon  us  to  alTord  our  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary  servants,  and  all  (Christians  living 
under  our  proieetuni  professing  the 
Protestant  religion,  the  means  of 
attending  divine  S(‘rviee,  in  which  wc 
trust  those  in  superior  station  will  set 
the  example,  we  most  cheerfully  ac- 
(juiesce  in  your  proposal  for  erecting 
chapels  in  the  progressive  manner 
pointed  out  in  the  63rd  paragraph  of 
the  letter  to  which  we  are  now  reply¬ 
ing,  such  ediliees  to  be  as  plain  and 
simple  as  possible,  that  all  unneces¬ 
sary  expence  may  be  avoided. 

|71 1,  Having  tlms,  as  far  as  depends 
upon  us,  provitled  for  tlu*  due  obser¬ 
vance  of  public  worship  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  Day,  we  cannot  avoid  mention¬ 
ing  the  information  we  have  received 
that  at  the  military  stations  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  for  ilie  solemnity  of 
the  day  to  be  l)roke  in  upon  by  horse- 
racing,  whilst  diviiU‘  worship,  for 
which  the  Salthath  is  especially  en¬ 
joined  to  be  set  apart,  is  never  per¬ 
formed  at  any  of  tliosc  stations, 
though  chaplains  arc  allotted  to  them. 

And  we  have  now  before  us  a 
printed  horse-racing  account,  by  which 
it  appears  that  not  less  than  eight 
matches  were  run  at  (dunsurah  in 
one  day,  and  that  on  a  Sunday.  We 
are  astonished  and  shocked  at  this 
wide  deviation  from  one  of  the  mOvSt 
distinguishing  and  universal  institu¬ 
tions  of  Christianity.  Wc  must  sup¬ 
pose  it  to  have  been  so  gradual  that 
transitions  from  one  step  to  another 
have  been  little  observed ;  but  the 
stage  at  which  it  is  now  arrived,  if  our 
information  be  true,  must  appear  to 
every  reasonable  man  highly  discredi¬ 
table  to  our  Government,  and  totally 
incompatible  with  the  religion  wc 
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72.  To  preserve  the  ascendancy 
which  our  national  character  has  ac¬ 
quired  over  the  minds  of  the  natives 
of  India  must  ever  be  of  importance 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  political 
power  we  possess  in  the  East ;  and  we 
are  well  persuaded  that  this  end  is  not 
to  be  served  either  by  a  disregard  of 
the  external  observances  of  religion, 
or  by  any  assimilations  of  eastern 
manners  and  opinions,  but  rather  by 
retaining  all  the  distinctions  of  our 
national  principles,  character  and 
usages. 

The  events  which  have  recently 
passed  in  Europe  point  out  that  the 
present  is  least  of  all  the  time  in  which 
irreligion  should  be  promoted  or  en¬ 
couraged  ;  for,  with  an  attachment  to 
the  religion  which  we  profess  is  found 
to  be  intimately  connected  an  attach¬ 
ment  to  our  laws  and  constitution, 
besides  which  it  is  calculated  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  most  beneficial  effects  in 
society  to  maintain  in  it  the  peace, 
the  subordination,  all  the  principles 
and  practices  on  which  its  stability 
and  happiness  depend. 

73.  We  therefore  enjoin  that  all 
such  profanations  of  the  Sabbath,  as 
have  been  mentioned,  be  forbidden 
and  prevented,  and  that  divine  service 
be  regularly  performed,  as  in  Eng¬ 
land,  every  Sunday,  at  all  the  military 
stations,  and  all  European  officers  and 
soldiers,  unless  hindered  by  sickness 
or  actual  duty,  are  to  be  required 
punctually  to  attend  ;  for  which  such 
an  hour  is  to  be  fixed  as  shall  be  most 
suitable  to  the  climate.  The  chaplains 
are  to  be  positively  ordered  to  be 
regular  and  correct  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  their  duty,  and  if  any  one  of 
them  neglect  it,  or  by  his  conduct 
bring  discredit  on  his  profession,  we 
direct  that  he  be  dismissed  from  our 
service. 

74.  We  rely  on  the  ready  obedience 
pf  the  cprnmanding  officers  at  the 
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clill’crcnt  sraiioius  in  carrying  this 
ncccSsSary  regulation  into  execution, 
and  particularly  depend  on  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  our  Conimander-in-(diief,  and 
of  our  (h)vernor  Ctuieral  for  giving  it 
full  effect. 

75.  We  are  luo'c  naturally  led  to 
remark,  exclusive^  of  what  ix'lates  to 
the  |)ul)lic  institutions  of  rcTigion,  that 
the  general  itator  of  the  Indian  news¬ 
papers  and  ptaiodical  publications 
which  come  under  our  inspection,  as 
well  as  th(‘  private  informations  which 
reach  this  country,  concur  in  exhibit¬ 
ing  an  encreasing  spirit  of  luxury  and 
dissipation  in  our  principal  settle¬ 
ments,  and  even  at  sonu‘  of  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  stations. 

76.  This  suggests  to  us  mtich 
matter  of  very  serious  concern  and 
apprehension,  h  points  to  evils  incal¬ 
culable  in  their  c<)nse<|uences.  One 
inference  immediately  arising  from  it 
is,  that  either  the  general  scale  of 
allowances  and  emolumetits  in  our 
service  is  too  large,  or  that  by  an 
improvident  use  of  them,  a  principle 
of  new  wants  and  new  desires  is  kept 
in  too  mucli  activity,  and  thus  a  tone 
given  to  the  general  manners  most 
contrary  to  that  regulated  economy 
on  which  so  much  turns  the  welfare 
of  governments,  and  the  comfort, 
indepcndancc,  and  respectability  of 
individuals. 

77.  It  is  on  the  qualities  of  our 
servants  that  the  safety  of  the  British, 
possessions  in  India  essentially 
dependsr—on  their  virtue,  their  intelli¬ 
gence,  their  laborious  application, 
their  vigilcncc  and  public  spirit. 
Wc  have  seen,  and  do  still  with  plea¬ 
sure  sec,  honorable  examples  of  all 
these.  We  are  anxious  to  preserve  and 
increase  such  examples,  and  therefore 
cannot  contemplate  without  alarm, 
the  excessive  growth  of  fashionable 
amusements  and  show,  the  tendency 
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of  which  is  to  enervate  the  mind,  and 
impair  its  nobler  qualities,  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  hurtful  emulation  in  expense, 
to  set  up  false  standards  of  merit,  to 
confound  the  different  orders  in 
society,  and  to  beget  an  aversion  to 
serious  occupation. 

78.  This  taste  in  a  society  which, 
with  an  exception  of  the  articles  of 
commercial  gains,  a  source  by  no 
means  general,  derives  its  whole  in¬ 
come  mediately  or  immediately  from 
the  State,  is  especially  to  be  depre¬ 
cated.  The  progressive  wealth  and 
prosperity  of  any  country  do  indeed 
too  naturally  increase  luxury  and  its 
attendant  evils,  but  where  this  order 
is  inverted,  and  luxury  increases, 
whilst  the  ground  source  that  supplies 
it  remains  without  proportionate  aug¬ 
mentation,  as  is  the  case  of  the  land 
revenue  of  Bengal,  now  unalterably 
fixed  in  its  amount,  the  consequences 
must  be  eventually  ruinous,  unless  a 
system  so  prosperous  is  effectually 
checked. 

79.  Believing  that  the  enjoyment 
of  avowed,  honorable  allowances 
would  tend  to  promote,  among  other 
beneficial  effects,  a  due  regulation  of 
expense,  the  Company  have,  from 
such  considerations,  strained  their 
own  means  to  put  their  servants  on 
the  most  liberal  footing ;  but  whilst 
they  feel  themselves  weighed  down  by 
the  civil  and  military  charges  of  their 
establishments,  they  are  still  frequent¬ 
ly  assailed,  in  one  way  or  another, 
by  new  applications  for  pecuniary 
concessions  ;  and  yet  at  the  same  time 
that  we  hear  of  straits  and  hardships 
resulting  from  inadequate  allowances, 
we  not  only  discern  evident  marks  of 
increasing  dissipation  in  the  general 
habits  of  European  society  in  India 
but  in  some  of  them  a  spirit  of  gam¬ 
ing  publicly  shewing  itself  in  lotteries 
and  the  keen  persujt^  of  the  turf. 
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80.  \Vc  must  here  mention  the  iiv 
formation  we  have  received  that  some 
individuals  at  and  under  your  Presi¬ 
dency  have  lately  introduced  the  per¬ 
nicious  practice  of  gaming  to  a  very 
considerable  extent,  and  which  must 
be  ultimately  ruinous  to  many,  as  we 
consider  such  practices  to  be  totally 
incompatible  with  the  interest  of  the 
Company.  \Vc  earnestly  recommend 
it  to  our  Governor  General  to  endea¬ 
vor  to  discover  ilte  names  of  those 
concerned  therein,  and  if  Itis  admoni¬ 
tions  should  be  unavailing  in  putting 
a  stop  tbereto,  wt‘  autbori/.c  him  to 
make  an  example  of  the  person  or 
persons  who  may  be  the  principal  pro¬ 
moters  of  such  licentiousness,  by  re¬ 
moving  them  from  olhct*,  and  sending 
them  to  Fairoptc 

81.  As  in  this  general  subject  none 
of  our  Presidencies  on  the  continent 
of  India  is  wholly  unconcerned,  it  will 
behove  our  several  (h)vernmcnts  there 
to  bestow  a  v(.‘ry  serious  attention 
upon  it,  and  to  consider  of  the  means 
by  which,  in  the  way  of  regulation, 
influence,  or  retrenchment,  the  grow¬ 
ing  taste  for  expensive  living,  amuse¬ 
ments,  and  display  may  he  repressed ; 
especially  we  recommend  this  interest¬ 
ing  subject  to  the  care  of  our  Gover¬ 
nor  General,  to  whom  we  arc  persuad¬ 
ed  it  will  appear  in  its  just  importance, 
and  from  whose  judgement  and 
example  wc  shall  confidently  hope 
for  a  co-operation  with  our  views. 

82.  Indeed  wc  arc  disposed  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  many  persons  give  into 
modes  of  expense  less  from  inclina¬ 
tion  than  the  fear  of  being  singular, 
and  wc  think  it  will  be  worthy  of  our 
servants  who  are  honorably  distin¬ 
guished  by  character,  talents  or  situa¬ 
tion  to  be  distinguished  also  for 
moderation  and  frugality  in  their 
habits  of  living. 

(65)  State  of  the  treasury.  83.  Needs  no  reply. 
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Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  2nd  March  1797 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  lasf" 
dispatch. 

(2)  Acknowledges  the  receipts  of  84.  Need  no  reply, 
the  Gourds  letter  of  the  22nd  March 

1796. 

(3-9)  In  answer  thereto. 


(10-12)  Referring  to  the  Governor 
General’s  minute  on  his  departure  to 
the  Upper  Provinces,  nominating  Mr. 
Speke  to  be  Vice  President  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  Fort  William. 


(13-15)  Relative  to  the  Company’s 
freighted  ships. 

(16)  Supplies  to  Bombay. 

(17-23)  Shipping  and  tonnage. 

(24-29)  Supplies  to  China. 

(30)  Freight  and  tonnage. 

(31)  Advising  the  resignations  of 
Mr.  Henry  Ramus,  Mr.  Robt. 
Bathurst,  Sir  John  Harrington,  the 
death  of  Mr.  Charles  Taylor  and 
several  appointments. 

(32-33)  Advising  a  regulation  for 
preventing  seamen  belonging  to  the 
Company’s  ships  left  sick  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  from  becoming  chargeable  to 
the  Company. 

(34)  Mentions  the  Chief  Mate  of 
the  Europa,  Mr.  Turnbull,  having 
absconded. 


85.  We  have  perused  the  minute 
of  the  Governor  General  referred  to 
in  these  paragraphs,  and  are  clearly 
of  opinion  that  his  nomination  of  Mr. 
Speke  to  be  Vice  President  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  Fort  William, 
during  his,  the  Governor  General’s, 
absence,  is  strictly  agreeable  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  53rd  clause  of 
the  Act  of  the  33rd  of  His  present 
Majesty. 

86.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

87.  Already  replied  to. 

88.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

89.  Already  replied  to. 

90.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 

91.  Needs  no  reply. 


[92].  We  approve  of  the  regulation 
advised  in  these  paragraphs. 


[93].  Should  Mr.  Turnbull,  the  late 
Chief  Mate  of  Europa,  be  discovered 
within  your  jurisdiction,  he  must  be 
sent  to  Europe  as  an  unlicenced 
person. 
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(35-37)  Advising  of  the  sums"' 
advanced  to  the  commanders  of  seve¬ 
ral  of  the  extra  ships.  y 

(38)  Referring  to  a  report  survey 

of  the  Company’s  ships.  J 

(39)  Advising  the  loss  of  the 
Ganges  pilot  schooner  by  fire, 


(40)  Advising  their  intention  of 
building  three  new  schooners,  in  the 
manner  herein  xnentioned,  to  replace 
the  above,  and  two  others  captured  by 
the  enemy. 


(41)  Remuneration  to  the  crew  of 
the  Ranger  sloop  recaptured  by  them. 

(42  &  43)  Mr.  Shore  appointed 
Marine  Secretary. 


(44)  Commisdon  to  the  Sub  Ex¬ 
port  Warehouse  Keeper. 


194J.  Transferred  to  ihc  Commer¬ 
cial  Department. 


1951.  We  are  concerned  at  the  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  this  paragraph 
It  does  not  appear,  from  the  narra¬ 
tive  of  this  disaster  to  which  you  have 
referred  us,  that  any  blame  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  accident  can  be  imputed 
to  any  of  the  persons  on  board. 

96.  We  approve  of  your  determina¬ 
tion  upon  the  vsubject,  as  communi¬ 
cated  in  this  partigraph,  in  order  to 
ascertain  where,  and  in  what  inode, 
the  best  vessels  for  the  pilot  service 
can  be  constructed,  of  the  result  of 
which  experiment  you  will  of  course 
advise  us. 

97.  Already  replied  to. 

98.  We  observe  by  the  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  1 7th  Janu¬ 
ary  1797,  that  Mr.  John  Shore  was 
appointed  to  the  office  of  Agent  for 
superintending  the  unloading  and 
loading  the  Company's  ships,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  professional  knowledge 
and  talents.  Conceiving,  therefore, 
that  Mr.  Shore,  whom  you  have  since 
appointed  Secretary  to  the  Marine 
Board,  possesses  those  (jualifications 
for  the  office  described  in  the  75th 
paragraph  of  your  Commercial  dis¬ 
patch  of  I5th  May  1795,  we  approve 
of  the  appointment. 

99.  Under  the  circumstances  stated 
in  the  minute  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
dated  the  6th  of  January  1797,  we  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  commission  the  Sub 
Export  Warehousekeeper  on  the  pur¬ 
chases  of  gruff  goods  and  St.  Helena 

,  stores.  But  this  allowance  is  to  con¬ 
tinue  no  longer  than  during  the 
absence  of  the  Export  Warehouse¬ 
keeper  on  the  public  service. 


15  MAY  1798 


95 


(45-47)  Export  Warehouse  estab¬ 
lishment  increase. 


(48)  Salary  and  appointment  of 
Dr.  Dinwiddie  abolished. 


(49)  Enclosing  a  bill  of  exchange 
on  the  Navy  Office  for  (£226-3)  two 
hundred  and  twenty  six  pounds, 
three  shillings,  for  naval  stores  sup¬ 
plied  His  Majesty’s  ship  Orpheus  at 
Prince  of  Wales’  Island. 

(50)  Referring  to  the  consultations 
for  a  list  of  the  arrival  and  departure 
of  foreign  vessels  from  1st  May  to 
31st  December  1796. 

(51)  Enclosing  register  of  mania  '' 
gcs  etc. 

(52)  Contains  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


100.  In  consequence  of  the  great 
increase  of  business  in  the  department 
of  the  Export  Warehouse,  we  approve 
of  the  increase  to  that  establishment 
amounting  to  sicca  rupees  (521)  five 
hundred  and  twenty  one  per  month. 

101.  We  approve  of  your  having 
abolished  the  salary  and  appointment 
of  Dr.  Dinwiddie,  neither  of  which 
must  be  resumed  without  our  especial 
permission. 

102.  The  Right  Hon’ble  the  Pay¬ 
master  of  His  Majesty’s  Navy  has 
consented  to  discharge  this  bill  not¬ 
withstanding  the  defect  in  its  endorse¬ 
ment.  All  similar  bills  should  in 
future  be  made  payable  to  the  order 
of  our  Secretary. 

103.  We  direct  that  in  future  a  list 
of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  foreign 
ships  and  vessels  do  make  a  number 
in  the  packet. 

104.  Need  no  reply. 


105.  You  will  have  observed  by  our  dispatches  from  time  to  time  that 
we  have  invariably  manifested,  as  the  occasion  required,  our  disposition  for 
the  encouragement  of  Indian  literature.  We  understand  it  has  been  of  late 
years  a  frequent  practice  among  our  servants,  especially  in  Bengal,  to  make 
collections  of  oriential  manuscripts,  many  of  which  have  afterwards  been 
brought  into  this  country.  These  remaining  in  private  hands,  and  being  likely 
in  a  course  of  time  to  pass  into  others,  in  which  probably  no  use  can  be  made 
of  them,  they  are  in  danger  of  being  neglected,  and  at  length  in  a  great  measure 
lost  to  Europe  as  well  as  to  India.  We  think  this  issue  a  matter  of  greater 
regret,  because  we  apprehend  that,  since  the  decline  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  the 
encouragement  formerly  given  in  it  to  Persian  literature  has  ceased,  that 
hardly  any  new  works  of  celebrity  appear,  and  that  few  copies  of  books  of 
established  character  are  now  made  ;  so  that  there  being  by  the  accidents  of 
time,  and  the  exportation  of  many  of  the  best  manuscripts,  a  progressive  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  original  stock,  Hindostan  may  at  length  be  much  thinned  of  its 
literary  stores,  without  greatly  enriching  Europe.  To  prevent  in  part  this 
injury  to  letters,  we  have  thought  that  the  institution  of  a  public  repository 
in  this  country  for  oriental  writings  would  be  useful,  and  that  a  thing  pro¬ 
fessedly  of  this  kind  is  still  a  bibliothical  desideratum  here.  It  is  not  our 
meaning  that  the  Company  should  go  into  any  considerable  expence  in  form¬ 
ing  a  collection  of  Eastern  books,  but  we  think  the  India  House  might  with 
particular  propriety  be  the  centre  of  an  ample  accumulation  of  that  nature ; 
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and  conceiviug  also  that  gentlcnicii  might  chusc  to  lodge  valiitiblc  composi¬ 
tions  where  they  could  be  safely  preserved  and  become  iisclul  to  the  public, 
we,  therefore,  desire  it  to  be  made  known  that  we  arc  willing  to  allot  a  suit¬ 
able  apartment  for  the  purpose  of  an  oiicntal  icpositoiy,  in  the  additional 
buildings  now  erecting  in  Lcadenhall  Street ;  and  that  all  Eastern  manuscripts 
transmitted  to  that  repository  will  be  carefully  preserved  and  registered  there. 

106.  By  such  a  collection,  the  literature  of  Persia  and  Mahomedan  India 
may  be  preserved  in  this  country,  after,  perhaps,  it  shall,  from  further  changes 
and  the  furthef  declension  of  taste  for  it,  be  partly  lost  in  its  original  scats. 

107.  Nor  would  we  confine  this  collection  to  Persian  and  Arabian  mantis-  • 
cripts.  The  Shanscrit  writing  from  the  long  subjection  of  the  Hindoos  to  a 
foreign  Government,  from  the  discouragement  their  literature  in  consequence 
experienced,  and  from  the  ravages  of  time,  must  have  sulTercd  greatly.  We 
should  be  glad,  therefore,  that  copies  of  all  the  valuable  books  which  remain 
in  that  language,  or  in  any  ancient  dialects  of  the  Hindoos,  might:  through 
the  industry  of  individuals  at  length  be  placed  in  safety  in  this  island,  and 
form  a  part  of  the  proposed  collection. 

108.  The  narrative  of  Ensign  Blunt’s  route  from  Ghunarghur  to  Ellorc 
Circar  through  the  hills,  an  undertaking  of  much  difikulty,  in  which  he 
appears  to  have  conducted  himself  very  ably  and  successfully,  brings  to  our 
view  many  curious  and  interesting  particulars  respecting  that  wild  tract 
through  which  he  passed,  and  its  barbarous  inhabitants. 

[109].  The  perusal  of  this  account  (to  which  we  have  already  alluded  in 
our  dispatch  of  the  9th  May  1797),  though  well  filled  with  such  information,  as 
ready  observation  could  collect  in  an  itenerant  progress,  suggests  to  us,  how¬ 
ever,  that  enough  has  not  yet  been  done  by  the  Company  to  explore  the  hill 
countries  appertaining  or  adjacent  to  our  territories,  and  to  obtain  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  various  tribes  of  men,  more  or  less  savage,  by  whom  they  ‘ 
are  occupied.  The  mountainous  regions  of  Hindostan  constitute  no  inconsi¬ 
derable  portion  of  its  square  contents ;  and  the  rude  inhabitants  scattered 
over  their  surface  are  probably  in  the  whole  very  numerous.  Investigations 
of  this  kind  must  prove  useful,  not  only  in  extending  the  geographical  and 
natural  knowledge  of  India,  but  the  history  of  the  human  species  ;  and,  what 
is  of  most  importance,  is  ascertaining  how  far,  and  by  what  means,  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  those  poor  people  may  be  meliorated,  how  they  may  l)e  rendered 
more  civilized,  and  such  of  them  as  arc  within  the  limits  of  the  Company's 
possessions  made  more  conducive  to  the  general  welfare  of  their  government. 

110.  We  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  practicability  of  attaining,  in  the  use  ' 
of  proper  methods  and  with  due  pains,  all  these  desirable  objects.  We  think 
It  a  reproach  to  the  Governments  which  preceded  our’s,  that  they  appear  to 
awe  een  wholly  unconcerned  about  a  matter,  which,  in  both  a  political  and 
a  humane  view  was  of  such  consequence,  or  to  have  made  such  attempts  as 

people  of  the  hills  in  a  state  of  repugnance 
and  hostility  towards  them.  ^  ^ 


.  ow  that  a  great  deal  has  been  efEected  in  the  interior  arrangement 
0  our  provinces,  it  may  be  proper  to  look  around  to  the  mountainous  tracts 
y  w  c  t  ey  are  circumscribed  or  intersected,  and  to  examine  their  state 
more  particularly  than  has  hitherto  been  done. 
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112.  The  sketches  which  have  been  given  by  several  of  our  servants,  as 
exhibited  in  the  Asiatic  Researches^  of  the  hill  people  of  Tipperah,  Garrow 
and  Rajamhal,  are  entitled  to  commendation ;  but  are  professedly,  by  [sic]  only 
first  outlines,  which,  to  serve  as  the  basis  of  opinion  or  of  measures,  require  to 
be  accurately  examined,  and  to  be  filled  up  with  many  particulars,  which  only 
time  and  local  investigation  can  supply. 

113.  We  recommend  therefore  this  subject  to  the  attention  ot  our 
Government  General.  Instead  of  prescribing  minutely  the  mode  or  the 
instruments  by  which  enquiry  shall  be  prosecuted,  we  shall  content  ourselves 
with  a  general  indication  of  the  points  to  be  investigated,  previously  observ¬ 
ing,  what  we  trust  will  be  equally  obvious  to  our  servants,  that  the  end  in 
view,  which  is  public  utility,  must  never  be  perverted  to  the  purposes  of  private 
emolument,  that  the  researches  which  we  propose  must  be  conducted  with 
strict  economy,  and  entrusted  to  the  best  principles,  and  the  best  talents,  and 
as  the  variety  of  talents  requisite  for  a  successful  prosecution  of  divers  enquiries 
may  not  be  often  eminently  possessed  by  one  and  the  same  person,  it  may 
perhaps  be  found  advisable  to  select  two  or  three  of  our  most  intelligent 
servants  to  act  together  in  each  quarter. 

[114].  The  subjects  of  investigation,  we  think,  ought  to  be  such  as  these: 
the  geography  and  natural  productions  of  the  hills,  the  languages,  manners, 
customs,  arts,  laws,  traditions,  religions,  or  mythological  tenets,  objects  of 
worship,  superstitious  practises,  tempers  and  dispositions  of  the  various  com¬ 
munities  which  occupy  the  hilly  countries,  especially  the  affinity  in  all  or 
any  of  these  points  between  the  different  tribes,  and  between  them  and  the 
people  of  the  plains.  A  careful  analysis  and  comparison  of  this  kind,  which 
as  far  as  language  is  concerned,  should  be  reported  by  one  uniform  standard 
of  pronunciation,  would  probably  throw  much  light  upon  the  origin,  perhaps 
also  upon  the  early  history,  of  both  races,  and  upon  other  points  of  curious 
research.  But  all  these  enquhies  should  be  directed,  and  would  serve,  to  a 
further  end,  namely  how  the  condition  of  these  wild  people  may  be  [imjproved, 
how  they  may  be  civilized,  and  such  of  them  as  fall  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  Company’s  Government  rendered  happier  in  themselves,  and  more  con- 
tributive  to  the  general  good,  according  to  the  laudable  example  begun  some 
time  ago  in  the  Bhaugulpore  District  by  the  late  Mr.  Cleveland,^  than  whom 
the  Company  never  had  a  more  valuable  servant. 

115.:  We  cannot  conclude  this  dispatch  without  observing  that  the  prompt¬ 
ness,  with  which  our  orders  for  a  supply  of  grain  were  carried  into  efEect,  merits 
our  warmest  commendation,  nor  are  the  measures  that  were  taken  on  the 
subject  of  tonnage  less  deserving  of  our  favourable  notice.  We  are  not 
insensible  of  the  difficulties  you  have  had  to  contend  with  the  latter  respect, 
and  upon  the  whole  consider  your  arrangements  as  well  adapted  to  the 
exigency  of  the  occasion.  We  had  certainly  no  conception  that  so  large  a 
portion  of  shipping  could  have  been  so  readily  procured  in  India,  and  under 
the  serious  and  alarming  apprehensions  which  were  then  entertained  regard¬ 
ing  a  scarcity,  we  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  run  the  risk  of  any  failure  in  a 
point  of  so  much  importance.  It  is,  nevertheless,  proper  for  us  here  to  remark, 
that  under  the  authority  of  this  approbation  you  are  not  to  consider  we  mean 
to  sanction  as  a  general  measure  the  practice  of  hiring  ships  and  re-letting 
them  to  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  their  being  solely  laden  on  their  own 
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private  accounts,  as  took  place  in  the  instances  of  the  U'anen  Hastings  and 
Caledonia.  We  deem  diis  transaction  as  admissible  only  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  which  led  to  its  adoption.  The  tonnage  which  the  law  has 
allotted  to  the  use  of  individuals,  is  meant  for  the  Jiccommodtuion  of  every 
description  of  merchants,  whether  concerned  in  shipping  or  not,  in  which 
they  have  all  equal  claims  to  a  participation.  It  must  he  sullicieiuly  obvious, 
that  under  a  continuation  of  this  practice,  one  description  of  merchants 
would  enjoy  an  evident  advantage  over  another.  Whatever  shipping  therefore 
you  may  hereafter  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking  up  in  India  must  be 
devoted  to  the  general  demand,  and  not  to  the  use  of  ;my  particular 
individual. 

116.  Amongst  the  appointments  tidvised  in  your  disitatches,  we  notice 
that  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pattle  to  be  senior  Judge  of  the  Provincial  Clourt  of 
Appeal  and  Court  of  Circuit  at  Moorshedtdiad.  I’rom  what  is  sttiied  in  the 
4th  paragraph  of  your  Revenue  dispatch  of  the  7ih  March  1794,  which  points 
at  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Persian  language  as  an  indispcnsilrlc  quali¬ 
fication  for  the  due  performance  of  the  duties  of  this  ollice,  we  were  doubtful 
whether  Mr.  Pattle,  from  his  long  absence  from  hengal,  was  duly  <]u;ililicd 
for  the  station.  We  trust,  however,  that,  before  he  was  nominated  thereto, 
you  were  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  possessed  the  neccsstiry  t|ualllicarions. 
We  notice,  likewise,  that  Mr.  Pattle  holds  another  tippointmeiu  at  Moorshed- 
abad,  namely  that  of  Paymaster  of  the  Nizamut  Siiperuls  at  the  salary  of 
rupees  (12,000)  twelve  thousand  per  annum.  Jhit  :is  Mr.  Ptttile’s  salary  in 
his  judicial  situation  is  rupees  (45,000)  forty  live  thous.nnd  per  annum,  we 
disapprove  of  his  having  been  appointed  to  the  Paym:tstership,  and  direct 
that  another  person  be  appointed  Paymaster  to  the  Niz;mmt  Stipends  in 
Mr.  Pattle’s  room. 

117.  We  have  permitted  Messrs.  Robert  Bathurst  and  Charles  Coates  to 
return  to  their  rank  in  our  civil  service  at  your  Presidency. 

118.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in 

further  part  of  the  number  we  last  season  (1796)  agrcetl  to  send  thither,  vizt., 
Messrs.  Richard  Owen  Wynn,  Francis  Morgan,  Fdward  W.aher  Blunt, 
George  Hartwell,  Francis  Fauquier,  Henry  Hodgson,  Gilbert  Coventry 
Master.  ^ 


119.  Mr.  William  Watts,  whom  we  appointed  a  writer  for  your  Presi¬ 
dency  on  the  list  of  last  season  (1796)  as  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the 
30di  June,  1797,  takes  passage  on  the  ship  Princess  Charlotie. 

120.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  I’resideticy  in 
further  part  of  the  number  we  this  season  (1797)  tigreed  to  send  thither 
vTzt.,  Messrs.  James  Patton,  Thomas  Fortescuc,  Charles  Patton,  Alexander 
Allason,  Henry  Mundy,  Charles  Patterson. 

121.  Having  thought  fit  to  appoint  Messrs.  Richard  Htill,  George 
Cummg  and  Samuel  Peach  to  be  a  Select  Committee  of  supra  cargoes  with 
u  1  powers  to  transact  the  Company’s  business  in  China,  we  direct  that  you 

address  the  said  Committee,  whenever  our  affairs  shall  render  it  necessary 
tor  you  to  correspond  with  our  servants  at  Canton. 


We  have  appointed  Messrs.  Francis  Tumley,  Thomas  Fitzhugh, 
Drummond,  George  Sparkes,  Thomas  Charles  Pattle,  Henry  Baring, 
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John  William  Roberts,  Robert  Money,  and  William  Bramston  to  be  supra 
cargoes,  under  our  said  Select  Committee. 

123.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  John  Baird  to  succeed  to  the  office  of 
Master  Attendant  and  Storekeeper  at  Prince  of  Wales’  Island  on  the  first 
vacancy,  and  we  direct  that  till  such  vacancy  shall  happen  Mr.  Baird  be 
allowed  100  rupees  per  month,  as  assistant  to  the  Master  Attendant  at  that 
island  to  commence  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  there. 

124.  Mr.  George  Place,  who  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to 
Bengal  to  follow  his  profession  as  a  miniature  painter,  as  mentioned  in  our 
letter  of  the  19th  April,  1797,  takes  passage  on  the  ship  London. 

125.  The  following  persons  have  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to 
India  as  free  mariners,  viz.,  James  Taylor,  Jeremiah  McCarthy,  John 
Freeman,  George  Mouat  Keith,  Michael  James. 

126.  Mr.  George  Sinclair,  who  is  reputed  to  be  well  skilled  in  the  culture 
and  management  of  hemp  and  flax  according  to  the  most  approved  methods 
practised  in  Europe,  having  submitted  to  our  consideration  a  pamphlet  con¬ 
taining  his  ideas  of  the  measures  necessary  to  be  pursued  for  rendering  the 
qualities  of  these  articles  as  produced  within  our  Bengal  provinces  better 
suited  to  the  various  manufacturing  purposes  to  which  they  are  ultimately 
applied,  we  forward  you  a  copy  thereof,  by  the  Lord  Duncan,  and  direct  that 
such  measures  be  taken  for  promulgating  the  information  therein  contained 
as  you  shall  see  fit. 

127.  We  have  also,  at  Mr.  Sinclair’s  request,  permitted  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Bengal  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  by  experiments  to  be  made 
on  his  own  private  account  how  far  his  ideas,  as  detailed  in  this  work,  shall 
appear  to  be  well  founded.  Although  we  have  not  deemed  it  expedient 
that  the  Company  should  be  the  subject  to  any  expence  on  this  account, 
yet  as  we  consider  Mr.  Sinclair’s  views  to  be  highly  laudable,  and  that  his 
endeavours,  if  successful,  may  be  productive  of  important  national  advantage, 
we  are  deshous  he  may  be  afforded  every  degree  of  protection  that  may  be 
needful  for  accomplishing  the  object  of  his  views. 

128.  We  have  also  further  consented  that,  in  case  Mr.  Sinclair  shall  fail 
to  effect  the  improvements  he  has  suggested,  he  may  be  at  liberty  to  engage 
in  any  other  concern  in  which  the  agriculture  and  commerce  of  the  country 
are  connected  or  can  be  benefitted  by  his  exertions,  provided  that  in  whatever 
way  he  may  apply  himself,  the  whole  of  his  operations  are  conducted  within 
the  limits  of  the  Company’s  territories. 

129.  It  is  our  intention  to  consign  to  you,  by  some  of  the  early  ships  of 
the  next  season,  a  quantity  of  hemp  and  flax  seeds,  the  growth  of  various  parts 
of  Europe,  as  also  some  utensils  made  use  of  in  the  preparing  these  commo¬ 
dities,  which  we  mean  you  to  make  such  disposition  of,  as  Mr.  Sinclair  shall 
suggest  and  you  shall  approve. 

130.  We  have  forwarded  you  in  the  packet  fifty  copies  of  observations 
submitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors  by  Joseph  Cotton  Esqr.,  a  member  of  the 
said  Court,  in  which  an  improvement  is  proposed  to  prevent  the  loss  of  ships' 
rudders,  and  also  to  guard  against  the  damage  sustained  in  the  ground  tier 
of  goods  laden  homewards  on  the  Company’s  ships,  copy  of  which  you  will 
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cause  to  be  delivered  to  every  commander  of  the  Com[)any’s  rcj^ular  ships,  who 
may  be  at  your  Presidency  at  the  time  you  shall  receive  the  s:ime. 

131.  The  commanders  of  our  ships  having  [sic]  entered  into  bond  to  pay 
forfeit  to  Poplar  Hospital,  if  they  shall  take  more  than  the  following  sums  for 
the  passage  and  accommodation  of  the  undermentionctl  persons  euterttiined 
at  their  table,  vizt., 

Writers  and  subaltern  officers  ...  £105. 

Cadets  and  assistant  surgeons  ...  70. 


132.  We  enclose  copy  of  such  bond  for  your  particular  inrormation  and 
direct  that  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  every  sliip  ;u  your  settlement  in 
which  there  shall  be  any  passenger  under  the  above  description  you  make 
strict  enquiry  into  the  sums  paid  by  all,  and  every  such  person  or  persons, 
and  should  any  instance  occur  wherein  the  stipulated  Jillowances  shtill  have 
been  exceeded  you  must  not  fail  to  inform  us  thereof  itt  order  to  enable  us 
to  recover  the  penalty  of  the  bond  for  the  use  of  the  said  hospital. 


133.  The  writers  appointed  for  your  Presidency  on  the  list  of  last  season 
(1796)  are  to  take  rank  m  our  service  in  the  following  order,  vizt.,  Messrs 
George  Hartwell,  Edward  Golding,  Matthew  Law,  Willitini  )one’s  Stinds 
John  Nathaniel  Sealy,  Charles  Lloyd,  Thomas  Pouney,  Richard  Owen 
Wynnes,  William  Watts,  Robert  Vansittan,  Gilbert  Goventrv  Mtister.  Benia- 
miii  Deane  Wyatt,  John  Forbes,  Charles  Elliott,  John  Walter  Sliercr.  Edward 
Walter  Blunt.  Francis  Morgan,  Charles  Bayley,  Chtirles  D’  Ogley,  John  Kin- 

Thackeray,  James  Hudson,  Lewis  Mackenzie,  Chtirles  Wyatt 
David  Campbell,  Henry  Hodgson,  Samuel  Fairfax.  ’ 

A  following  who  were  not  in  that  season  of  the  age  prescribed  by 

Act  of  Parliament  are  to  rank  immediately  before  the  tvriters  of  setison  1797 

Fra'idsT  '  f'lH-ster,  Edwt.rd  Daniell,' 

Francis  Fauquier,  Richard  Chicheley  Plowden,  Junr..  Edward  Waring  ITastings 


^  f  >-cspect;.biliry  of  the 

fhfmer  f  KaL  Indies,  and  be 

praaile  Idvorat  r  admitted  to 

of  th?abml"'resoffition“3"r  Kast  Indies  be  informed 

courts  of  justice  ^  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 

in  future  Idmit  any  nersonrjo  ‘t  request  that  they  will  not 

or  in  any  other  capackv  in  the'  advocates  or  solicitors  or  attornies, 

as  is  abovementioLd  •  or  permk^them 
be  withdrawn,  but  to  explaffi  dm 

person,  now  practising  in  ±e  said  court!  tuterfere  with  any 

ther,'!tel7!pp!Et!rChkrW^^ 

Calcutta,  requesting  that  on  liv  t  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at 

questing  that  on  his  taking  upon  himself  that  office,  he  will  lay 
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the  same  before  the  court,  and  give  his  assistance,  that  the  same  may  be 
adhered  to  by  the  said  court,  and  the  judge  thereof. 

137.  We  direct  that  you  transmit  to  us  annually  a  list  and  description 
of  the  persons  employed  in  a  legal  capacity  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
at  Calcutta,  which  list  is  to  contain  the  date  of  the  arrival  of  such  persons  at 
your  Presidency ;  distinguishing  such  as  may  have  proceeded  to  India  with 
the  Company's  licence,  distinguishing  likewise  such  as  were  licensed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  as  lawyers,  from  those  who  embraced  that  profession  subsequent  to  their 
arrival. 

138.  Richard  Barwell  Esqr.  has  signified  to  us  his  intention  to  part  with 
his  buildings  in  Bengal,  which  are  rented  by  your  Government  for  the  use 
of  the  writers,  but  as  we  imagine  you  must  be  much  more  competent  to  decide 
upon  a  business  of  this  nature,  we  leave  it  to  you  to  act,  as  you  shall  think 
will  be  most  for  our  interest. 

139.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  John  Green  to  proceed  to  Bengal  and  remain 
diere  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  affairs  of  his  deceased  father. 

140.  The  ship  Zephyr  having  been  unfortunately  captured  on  the  20th 
February  last  in  latitude  45°  35' N.  and  longitude  31°  10' W.  by  La  Vengeance, 
French  privateer,  and  sent  to  Bourdeaux,  v^e  direct  that,  if  not  already  done, 
you  transmit  us  by  the  earliest  conveyance  transcripts  of  all  the  dispatches 
and  accounts  you  forwarded  by  that  ship.  The  several  packets  were  destroyed 
previous  to  the  surrender  of  the  ship. 

141.  By  His  Majesty’s  ship  Crescent,  we  have  received  the  following 
advices  from  your  Presidency,  which  were  brought  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
by  our  ship  Houghton,  vizt., 

Letters  in  the  Public  Department,  dated  30th  April,  15th  August  and 
31st  October,  1797. 

Letters  in  the  Political  Department,  dated  11th  September  and  20th 
November,  1797, 

Letters  in  the  Foreign  Department,  dated  28th  August  and  24th  Nov¬ 
ember,  1797. 

Letters  in  the  Separate  Department  (Salt,  Opium  and  Customs)  dated 
30th  April,  15th  August  and  31st  October,  1797. 

Letter  from  Sir  John  Shore,  dated  25th  November  1797. 

142.  The  following  persons  whom  we  appointed  writers  for  your  Presi¬ 
dency  of  the  seasons  undermentioned  as  advised  in  our  letters  of  the  9th  May, 
1  March  and  30th  June,  1797,  proceed  to  their  duty  this  season,  vizt., 

Messrs  William  John  Morgan  ...  1795 

Richmond  Thackeray  ...l 

David  Campbell  ...  ' 

143.  On  account  of  the  ill  state  of  health  of  Mr.  Richard  Chichley  Plowden 
Junr.,  a  writer  for  your  Presidency  of  1796,  we  have  permitted  him  to  remain 
in  England,  till  the  departi^re  of  the  first  ships  of  next  season,  without  prejudice 
to  his  rank. 

144.  In  the  packets  per  Berrington  and  Thetis  agreeably  to  your  recom¬ 
mendation  are  enclosed  four  reams  of  the  Company's  marked  paper,  for  bills 
of  exchange,  bonds  and  promissory  notes ;  each  ream  containing  480  sheets, 
each  sheet  being  calculated  for  3  bonds  or  promissory  notes  or  one  set  of  bill^ 
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of  exchange.  As  it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  have  at  all  times  a  year’s 
supply  of  this  paper  in  reserve,  we  therefore  direct  that  agreeably  to  such  pre¬ 
caution,  timely  notice  be  given  us  when  it  will  be  necessary  to  furnish  you 
with  a  further  supply,  and  also  that  you  will  inform  us  what  c|uantiry  may  be 
sufficient  for  your  annual  demand. 

145.  His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  Honl)le  Frederick 
North  to  be  Governor  of  the  British  possessions  in  the  island  of  Ceylon,  we 
enclose  the  following  papers  for  your  information  and  guidance,  and  that 
you  may  clearly  understand  upon  what  system  the  alTairs  of  that  island  are 
for  the  present  to  be  administered. 

His  Majesty’s  commission  of  Government,  's 

His  Majesty’s  instructions.  C  To  Mr.  North. 

The  instructions  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  ) 

146.  Should  the  revenues  and  resources  of  the  island  of  Ceylon  be  in¬ 
adequate  to  it’s  expenditure,  Mr.  North  has  been  instructed  to  apply  principally 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal  for  such  additional  aid  as  hc‘  may  stand  in 
need  of;  and  we  direct  that  a  regular  account  be  kept,  and  from  time  to  time 
transmitted  to  us,  of  such  supplies  of  money,  provisions,  stores  etc.,  as  may  be 
furnished  the  island  by  our  several  Presidencies. 


London, 

the  25th  May  1798. 


We  arc, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Jacob  Bosanquet/Step.  Lushington  / 
Simon  Fraser  /  Stepn.  Williams  /  J. 
Smith  Burges  /  W.  Benslcy  /  R.  Iltorn- 
ton  /Thos.  Fitzhugh  /  John  Travers  / 
George  Tatcm  /  Thos.  Parry  /  George 
Smith  /  Josepli  Cotton. 
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Our 


Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 


from  the  Earl  of  Mornmgton.  dated  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  I9th 

ti^eTthe  m'w  f  ^  detention  at  that  place  for  a’ short 

intnSef  Itf  "’"f  «hip  bound  for  Bengal  and  also  fl,r  having  opened 
shil  Sh  If  thirf  “  letter  packets  from  your  Presidency  by  the 

to  the  CourFof  DiV^rr  herein.  Your  packets 

properly  forwarde?^;rSi^^^^^^ 
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2.  A  considerable  expense  having  been  incurred  by  the  employment  of 
special  tnessengers  at  Constantinople  and  Vienna  in  forwarding  to  London 
overland  packets  from  our  Presidencies  in  India,  instead  of  sending  them 
by  the  ordinary  post,  we  direct  that  whenever  you  may  have  occasion  to 
address  us  by  an  overland  dispatch,  you  signify  to  the  Bombay  Government 
whether  such  dispatch  be  of  so  important  a  nature  as  to  require  it  being 
forwarded  from  Constantinople  and  Vienna  by  special  messengers,  or  whether 
it  may  be  transmitted  by  the  post,  that  the  Bombay  Government  may  intimate 
the  same  to  the  Resident  at  Bussora  with  directions  to  him  to  make  a  similar 
notification  to  His  Majesty’s  ministers  at  the  places  beforementioned. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Jacob  Bosanquet  /  Step.  Lushington  / 
Cha.  Grant  /  J.  Smith  Burges  /  Jn. 
Hunter  /  D.  Scott  /  Joseph  Cotton  /  W. 
Bensley  /  John  Roberts  /  Lionel  Darell/ 
Thos.  Parry  /  W.  Devaynes  /  George 
Tatem  /  R.  Thornton  /  Simon  Fraser. 
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Acknoweldgement  of  letters  from  various  Departments — other  miscel¬ 
laneous  items. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  6th  June  last. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency,  vizt., 

Letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  30th  December  1797. 

Letter  in  the  Political  Department  dated  10th  January  1798. 

Letter  in  the  Revenue  Department  dated  3 1st  August  1797. 

Letter  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  10th  January  1798. 

Letter  in  the  Judicial  Department  dated  31st  August  1797, 

Letter  in  the  Salt,  Opium  and  Customs  Department  dated  30th 

December  1797. 

Letter  from  Sir  John  Shore  dated  15th  September  1797. 

3.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  James  Grant  to  return  to  his  rank  in  our  civil 
service  at  your  Presidency. 

4.  Mr.  John  Lloyd  late  of  your  civil  establishment  has  resigned  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  service. 

5.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Henry  Russell,  who  is  in  India,  a  writer  for 
your  Presidency  in  further  part  of  the  number  we  last  season  (1797)  agreed 
to  send  thither, 


London, 

the  6th  June  1798. 
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6  The  following  persons  have  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to 
India  as  free  mariners  viz.,  Evelyn  John  Gascoigne,  James  Seton,  Thomas 


King,  James  Brice. 

7  We  have  drawn  the  following  set  of  bills  of  exchange  on  you  payable 
at  thhty  days’  sight,  and  two  shillings  and  one  penny  the  current  rupee,  vizt.. 

One  set  for  480  current  rupees  or  fifty  pounds  sterling’  current  rupees 
payable  to  the  Revd.  W.  T.  Ringcltanbc  or  his  order  480  or 

value  received  of  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  £  Stg.  50. 

Knowledge  dated  the  19th  July  1798. 


8  Mr.  Robert  Turnbull,  late  Chief  Mate  of  the  Eitrojut,  liaving  (piitted 
that  ship  on  the  eve  of  her  dispatch  from  Bengal  to  Madras  in  April  1797 
without  having  obtained  the  permission  of  the  Goveinoi  f»enei  al  in  C.ouncil, 
we  direct  on  receipt  of  this  letter,  that  you  give  him  immediate  notici'  to 
return  to  England  and  that  you  do  not  on  any  account  permit  him  to  remain 
in  India. 


Wc  arc, 

Your  affect  ion  a  ic  fricMids, 

Jacob  Bosanqiua  /  Step.  Lusliingion  / 
John  Roberts  /  Georgi‘  Yaitan  /  John 
Travers  /  W.  Bensley  /  Thos.  Parry  / 
London,  Joseph  Cotton  /  W.  Elpbinstoiie  /  J. 

the  1st  August  1798.  Hunter  /  George  Smith  /  Cha.  Grant  / 

Simon  Fraser  / 1).  Scott. 
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LETTER  DATED  8  AUGUST  1798 

An  additional  duty  of  one  per  ceiit  on  trade  in  India  at  the  several 
Presidencies, 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  1st  instant. 

2.  We  forward  in  the  packet  copy  of  our  dispatch  to  Bombay  on  the 
subject  of  the  Marine  establishment  at  that  Presidency. 

3.  You  will  perceive  that  we  have  ordered  an  immediate  addition  to  be 
made  to  that  establishment  of  one  vessel  of  a  large  size,  and  as  it  is  our  inten¬ 
tion  to  keep  the  Bombay  Marine  on  a  respectable  footing,  in  order  to  meet 
the  encrease  of  expence,  we  have  directed  in  the  98th  paragraph  of  our  letter 
abovementioned  that  an  additional  duty  of  one  per  cent  should  be  levied 
on  the  trade  of  India  at  our  several  Presidencies. 

4.  As  by  the  59th  paragraph  of  your  letter  in  the  Public  Department 
of  the  9th  January  1797  you  advised  us  of  your  having  laid  a  new  duty  of 
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one  per  cent  on  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  port  of  Calcutta  for  the  purpo^^^. 
of  defraying  the  expence  of  armed  vessels,  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  make  ^ 
this  temporary  addition  permanent  for  the  purposes  mentioned  above  ;  the 
collections  of  such  duty  are  to  be  brought  to  account  under  the  head  of 
additio7ial  duty  of  one  per  cent  for  the  Bombay  Marme. 


We  are, 

Your  afEectionate  friends, 

Jacob  Bosanquet  /  Step.  Lushington  / 
John  Roberts  /  D.  Scott  /  W.  Bensley  / 
Thos.  Parry  /  George  Tatem  /  George 
London,  Smith  /  Stepn.  Williams  /  J.  Smith  Bur- 

the  8th  August  1798.  ges  /  Simon  Fraser  /  John  Travers  /  W. 

Elphinstone  /  Joseph  Cotton. 
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LETTER  DATED  5  DECEMBER  1798 


Expenses  incurred  by  commanders  whose  ships  were  engaged  for  the 
intended  expeditioji  against  Manila. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal 

1.  Our  last  letter  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  8th  August. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency  vizt., 

Letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  31st  January  1798. 

Letter  in  the  Political  Department  dated  7th  March  1798. 

Letter  in  the  Revenue  Department  dated  31st  January  1798. 

Letter  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  3rd  March  1798. 

Letter  in  the  Judicial  Department  dated  31st  January  1798. 

3.  Our  Secretary  has  received  overland  Mr.  Secretary  Barlow's  letters 
dated  the  5th  March,  the  6th  April  and  6th  May  1798. 

4.  Application  having  been  made  to  us  to  permit  Mr.  Elias  Darby  of 
Salem  in  America  to  send  his  ship  the  Benjamin,  Banjamin  Bullock,  master, 
to  Calcutta,  to  purchase  130  tons  of  saltpetre,  on  giving  security  that  the  said 
saltpetre  shall  be  bonafide  delivered  in  America,  we  have  permitted  the 
said  ship  to  proceed  accordingly.  Copy  of  the  bond  will  be  sent  by  the 
Benjamin. 

5.  We  have  very  attentively  considered  the  recommendation  contained 
in  the  59th  paragraph  of  your  letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  the  30th 
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December  1797  in  favor  of  the  commanders  whose  ships  were  employed  on 
the  intended  expedition  against  Manilla,  and  although  we  eonnne.td  your 
prudence  in  not  deviating  from  the  accustomed  ttllowttnee  mttde  ttt  your  Prest- 
dency  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  in  Inditi  witho.it  our  especial  sanction, 
we  cLnot  avoid  remarking  that  it  would  have  materially  assisted  our  judge- 
ment  in  determining  upon  the  representations  made  to  you  by  the  etunman- 
ders  of  the  ships  Lord  Macartney,  Lord  Camden,  Lord  IMmshury,  General 
Goddard,  and  Sir  Stephen  Lushington  and  on  the  aecomus  sent  into  your 
Government  of  the  expense  incurred  by  them  in  providing  stock  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  officers  of  His  Majesty’s  ,l%d  Regitnetu  who  were  order¬ 
ed  upon  that  service,  if  you  had  accompanied  the  stune  with  such  reasonable 
observations  thereupon,  as  might  either  tend  to  favor  their  views  tiltogethcr 
or  as  far  as  your  discrimination  might  lead  you  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the 
magnitude  of  their  claim  upon  our  indulgence  for  the  loss  they  had  actually 
sustained. 


6.  In  this  defective  state  of  the  case,  we  have*,  h<)W(‘V(*r,  eiuU'avored  to 
shew  the  sense  wc  entertain  of  the  meritorious  condm't  of  the  coniinanders 
in  so  readily  cooperating  with  your  Covertmiem  in  a  plan  wlu'rein  the  East 
India  Company  and  the  State  were  so  deeply  intt*restt*(l  hy  la^nnuterating 
them  for  the  number  of  officers  embarked  on  hoard  eac  h  sliip,  agrt*eable  to 
the  rates  established  by  us  for  the  passage  of  Flis  Maj(*siy’s  oHieers  to  and 
from  India  when  at  the  expense  of  the  Company  aceording  to  their  r(*specrive 
ranks  and  which  nearly  gives  an  equivalent  for  tiie  thrt‘e  months  tlie  officers 
are  stated  to  have  been  on  board  to  the  aeeouius  sent  into  tiu*  lU*ngal  (Jovern- 
ment  and  recommended  for  adjustment. 


7.  Should  you  however  upon  any  future  emergency  fmd  it  reciuisite  to 
refer  any  claim  of  the  like  nature  to  our  decision,  it  is  our  positive  injunction 
that  you  accompany  the  reference  with  such  observations  thert‘Upon  as  may 
leave  us  free  from  the  embarrassment  wc  liave  been  under  in  tin*  present 
instance. 


8.  A  certificate  granted  to  Brevet  Captain  Dennett  Montague  Holford 
of  the  Fort  St.  George  establishment  hy  the  ComnuTcial  Resident  at 
Amboyna  for  star  pagodas  1,000  being  lately  presented  to  ns,  and  having 
referred  to  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Jones/  tlie  Resid(‘nt  at  that  settlement, 
dated  22nd  October  1797,  wherein  he  advises  his  having  grantctl  such  certh 
ficate,  and  it  being  represented  by  Captain  Holford  that  rlie  amount  thereof  is 
the  sole  dependence  for  support  of  himself  and  wife,  during  Ins  sttiy  in  Eng¬ 
land,  we  have  been  induced  to  order  payment  of  the  same,  but  to  prevent 
the  like  irregularity  from  happening  in  future,  wc  hereby  positively  direct 
that  our  Residents  and  subordinate  agents  in  the  various  dependencies  under 
your  Government  be  not  permitted  to  draw  bills  upon  us  upon  any  account 
whatever  but  by  your  immediate  authority. 

9.  Mr.  Thomas  Walton,  the  executor  of  Mr.  Roger  Gale  deceased,  late 
a  senior  merchant  on  your  establishment,  having  requested  that  the  security 
bond  given  here  for  Mr.  Gale’s  performance  of  covenants  may  be  delivered 

to  him,  we  direct  that  you  acquaint  us  whether  there  is  any  objection  to 
the  said  bond  being  cancelled, 
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10.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  John  Coverdale  to  proceed  to  India  as  a 
free  mariner. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Jacob  Bosanquet  /  Step.  Lushington  / 
J.  Hunter/D.  Scott/Thos.  Parry /Lionel 
Darell  /  George  Tatem  /  W.  Bensley  / 
John  Travers  /  George  Smith  /  S. 
London,  Toone  /  Edw.  Parry  /  Stepn.  Williams  / 

the  5th  December  1798.  Simon  Fraser  /  Chas.  Mills  /  Joseph 

Cotton  /  John  Roberts. 
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LETTER  DATED  13  MARCH  1799 

Preservation  of  good  order  on  board  of  ships  from  India. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  5th  December  1798. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency  vizt., 

Letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  28th  February  1798. 

Letters  in  the  Political  Department  dated  16th  March  and  17th  April 
1798. 

Letter  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  6th  April  1798. 

Letter  in  the  Law  Department  dated  28th  February  1798. 

Separate  Letter  (Salt,  Opium,  Customs)  dated  28th  February  1798. 

OVERLAND 

Letter  in  the  Political  Department  dated  2nd  July  1798, 

Letter  from  Sir  Alured  Clarke  dated  6th  June  1798.  * 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Barlow  dated  3rd  July  1798. 

Separate  letter  on  the  finances  dated  1st  October  1798. 

Letter  from  the  Governor  General  dated  August  1798. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Barlow  dated  1st  September  1798. 

3.  The  conduct  of  several  passengers  from  India  having  lately  been  high¬ 
ly  improper,  we  have  made  regulations  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  on 
board  our  ships,  of  which  you  will  receive  printed  copies  in  the  packet,  and 
we  direct  that  they  be  delivered  to  all  persons  proceeding  from  your  Presi¬ 
dency  previous  to  their  going  on  board,  and  an  acknowledgement  taken 
from  them  of  their  having  received  the  same. 

4.  We  have  permitted  Messrs.  Cornelius  Fryer  and  William  Towers 
Smith  to  return  to  the  rank  in  our  Civil  Service  at  your  Presidency. 
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5  Mr  Robert  Chapman  who  resided  several  years  in  Bengal  with  the 
Ucense  of  the  Governor  General  has  our  permission  to  return  to  Bengal  and 
remain  there  two  years  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  his  concerns  m  that 

country. 

6  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in  further 
part  of  the  number  we  last  season  (1797)  agreed  to  send  thither  viz.t  Messrs. 
William  Byam  Martin  Junr.,  Paul  William  Pcchell,  William  Rennell,  James 
Adam,  William  Henry  Trant,  James  Hunter,  David  Morricson  Isaac  Henry 
Townley  Roberdeau,  William  Paton,  James  Richard  Barwcll,  William  Morton. 

7.  We  have  resolved  to  appoint  nineteen  writers  for  your  Presidency  this 
season  (1798). 


8  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  I>rcsidency  in  part 
of  the  number  we  this  season  (1798)  agreed  to  send  thither  vizt.,  Messrs. 
Richard  Turner,  Charles  Chisholme. 


9.  The  following  persons  have  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to 
India  as  free  mariners  vizt.,  John  Urquhart,  Joseph  Plarriott. 


Wc  arc, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Jacob  Bosanquer  /  Step.  Liisliington  / 
John  Roberts  /  W.  Bensley  /  George 
Tatem  /  Edw.  Parry  /  Cha.  Grant  /  D. 
Scott  /  Thos.  Parry  /  Abram  Roberts  / 
London,  George  Smith/Rob t.  Thornton/ Joseph 

the  13th  March  1799.  Cotton. 
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LETTER  DATED  17  APRIL  1799 

Application  of  Lady  Chambers  for  decision  on  the  claims  of  her  husha^id. 
Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal 

1.  Our  last  letter  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  13th  March. 

2.  We  have  appointed  Sir  Stephen  Lushington  Bart,  our  Chairman, 
Hugh  Inglis  Esqr.,  our  Deputy  Chairman,  together  with  Sir  Francis  Baring 
Bart.,  William  Bensley  Esqr.,  Sir  John  Smith  Burges  Bart.,  William  Devaynes, 
John  Hunter,  Paul  Le  Mesurier,  John  Manship,  Thomas  Parry,  and  George 
Tatem,  Esquires,  to  be  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  for  giving  the  necessary 
directions  respecting  the  safety  of  the  Company's  shipping ;  the  orders  there¬ 
fore  of  any  three  of  the  said  Committee  respecting  the  same  must  be  obeyed 
with  the  greatest  punctuality. 
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3.  Having  appointed  Sir  Stephen  Lushington  Bart.,  Chairman,  Hugh 
Inglis  Esqr.,  Deputy  Chairman,  and  John  Manship  Esqr.,  during  the  present 
direction  to  be  a  Secret  Committee,  agreeably  to,  and  for  the  purposes  stated 
in  the  Acts  of  the  24th,  26th  and  33rd  of  His  present  Majesty,  we  hereby 
direct  that  all  orders  and  instructions  which  you  shall  receive  from  our  said 
Secret  Committee  be  observed  and  obeyed  with  the  same  punctuality  and 
exactness  as  though  they  had  been  signed  by  thirteen  or  more  members  of 
the  Court  of  Directors,  conformably  to  the  said  Acts. 

4.  Having  thought  fit  to  appoint  Messrs.  Richard  Hail,  George  Cuming, 
Samuel  Peach  and  Francis  Turnley,  to  be  a  Select  Committee  of  Supra 
Cargoes  with  full  powers  to  transact  the  Company’s  business  in  China,  we 
direct  that  you  address  the  said  Committee,  whenever  our  affairs  shall  render 
it  necessary  for  you  to  correspond  with  our  servants  at  Canton. 

5.  We  have  appointed  Messrs.  Thomas  Fitzhugh,  James  Drummond, 
George  Sparkes,  Thomas  Charles  Pattle,  Henry  Baring,  John  William  Roberts, 
Robert  Money  and  Wilham  Bramston,  to  be  supra  cargoes  under  our  said 
Select  Committee, 

6.  We  have  appointed  die  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  to  com¬ 
plete  the  number  we  last  season  (1797)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt.,  Messrs. 
George  French,  William  Blunt,  Henry  Dumb le ton. 

7.  The  writers  appointed  for  your  Presidency  on  the  list  of  last  season 
(1797)  are  to  take  rank  in  our  service,  in  the  following  order,  vizt.,  Richard 
Strachey,  James  Adam,  James  Patton,  Gordon  Forbes,  William  Blunt,  William 
Henry  Sealy,  James  Hunter,  James  Oldham  Oldham,  Henry  Russell,  William 
Percival  Potts,  William  Rennell,  William  Paton,  Wilham  Byam  Martin,  Junr., 
Wilham  Malcolm  Flemyn,  Wilham  Butterworth  Bayley,  George  French, 
Wilham  Henry  Trant,  Henry  Dumbleton,  Charles  Patton,  Paul  Wilham 
PecheU,  Wihiam  Morton,  Charles  Patterson,  Henry  Munday,  Alexander 
Allason,  Thomas  Fortescue. 

8.  And  the  following,  who  were  not  in  that  season  of  the  age  prescribed 
by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  are  to  rank  immediately  before  the  writers  of  the 
season  (1798)  in  the  undermentioned  order,  vizt.,  James  Richard  Barwell, 
David  Morrieson,  Isaac  Henry  Townly  Roberdeau. 

9.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writer  for  your  Presidency  in  further 
part  of  the  number  we  this  season  (1798)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt., 
Mr.  Hastings  Impey. 

10.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Burges  Camac  to  proceed  to  Bengal  as  a 
free  merchant. 

11.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  James  William  Miller  to  proceed  to  Bengal 
and  remain  there  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  deceased  father’s 
affairs. 

12.  The  following  persons  have  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to 
India  as  free  mariners,  vizt.,  Genesto  Norman,  John  Lynn,  George  Carrington, 
Gregory  Jackson- 

13.  We  have  received  an  application  from  Lady  Chambers  praying  our 
decision  on  the  claim  of  Sir  Robert  Chambers  to  the  difference  between  the 
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salary  of  Chief  Justice  and  that  of  Puisne  Judge,  from  the  I  si  November 
1787,  the  day  of  Sir  Elizah  impey’s  actual  resignation,  to  the  25th  January 
1791,’  the  date  of  Sir  Robert’s  Patent,  and  although  wc  arc  of  opinion  that 
Sir  Robert  Chambers  is  not  legally  entitled  to  the  encreased  allowances  he 
soheits,  yet  as  he  has  so  long  exercised  the  office  of  Chief  Justice,  we  have 
resolved  to  present  Sir  Robert  Chambers  with  the  sum  of  (50,000)  fifty  thou¬ 
sand  current  rupees,  and  direct  that  you  pay  the  same  to  him  immediately. 


We  are, 

Your  aSectionate  frienclvS, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  J.  Manship  /  J.  Hunter  / 
George  Tatem  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  / 
Simon  Fraser  /  Clia.  Grant /John  Tra¬ 
vers  /  S.  Toone  /  Thos.  Parry  /  J,  Smith 
Burges  /  W.  Elphinslone  /  W.  Devay- 
London,  nes  /  G.  W.  Thellussou  /  Paul  Le  Mesu- 

the  17th  April,  1799.  rier  /  George  Smith  /  D.  Scott. 
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LETTER  DATED  29  MAY  1799 

Censure  of  the  conduct  of  the  Company s  servants  at  Fort  MarLhorough 
and  appointment  of  a  C07nmittee  of  enquiry  to  mvesiigatc  and  report  upon 
the  state  of  affairs  there. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  On  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the  Residency  at  Fort  Marlborough 
for  some  time  past,  the  conduct  of  our  servants  there  has  excited  our  highest 
displeasure.  We  have  observed  in  various  instances  a  wilful  disobedience  to 
our  repeated  orders,  our  interests  in  points  of  material  importance  have  been 
totally  disregarded  or  sacrificed  to  the  private  views  and  emoluments  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  inattention  and  neglect  have  pervaded  the  offices  under  that  Residency, 
and  numerous  examples  of  waste  and  profusion  of  our  property  there,  which 
have  been  the  inevitable  consequences,  have  been,  with  few  exceptions,  cither 
sanctioned  by  the  Government,  or  passed  over  with  slight  animadversion 
from  them. 

2.  We  are  persuaded  that  the  mismanagement  wc  arc  now  complaining 
of  cannot  entnely  have  escaped  the  observation  of  our  Governor  General  in 
Council  under  whose  superintendency  our  affairs  at  Fort  Marlbro’  are  placed, 
although  their  attention  to  matters  of  higher  importance  in  the  general  scale 
of  our  concerns  may  have  prevented  their  noticing  it  with  the  degree  of  re¬ 
prehension  It  appears  to  us  to  have  deserved.  We  shall  here  bring  into  view 
under  distinct  heads  some  of  the  most  glaring  instances  of  misconduct  or 
incapacity  that  call  for  our  censure  and  reproof. 
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Pepper  investment 

3.  The  procuring  an  ample  investment  of  pepper  for  the  Europe  and 
China  markets  must  obviously  be  considered  as  one  of  the  principal  motives 
that  induce  us  to  support  an  expensive  establishment  at  Fort  Marlbro',  and 
it’s  subordinate  factories,  and  although  our  expectations  in  this  respect  have 
been  formed  on  a  moderate  scale,  and  we  had  reason  to  suppose  from  the 
calculations  made  by  one  of  our  oldest  servants  on  that  coast  that  the  annual 
produce  of  this  article  would  be  1,500  tons,  we  have  found  it  very  much  below 
this  estimate,  the  quantity  delivered  at  Fort  Marlbro’,  without  making  any 
allowance  for  deductions  and  deficiencies  which  should  reduce  it  considerably, 
on  the  average  of  the  last  five  years,  not  having  exceeded  960  tons  per  annum. 

4.  Of  this  quantity  about  652  tons  per  annum  on  an  average  have  been 
sent  to  Europe,  but  notwithstanding  the  orders  we  have  from  time  to  time 
given,  the  export  to  China  has  been  only  300  tons  from  1792  to  1798. 

5.  The  measures  that  have  been  adopted  at  the  out  settlements  for  pro¬ 
curing  pepper,  we  have  reason  to  beheve  from  the  remarks  made  by  two  of 
the  present  members  of  that  Government,  are  not  to  be  justified  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  ot  humanity  and  good  pohcy,  and  such  conduct  in  a  great  degree 
accounts  for  our  disappointment  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of  pepper  produced. 
Another  cause  is  the  neglect  of  regular  surveys  although  frequently  directed 
by  us  or  the  inefficient  manner  in  which  they  are  conducted. 

6.  We  have  sustained  very  considerable  losses  by  the  negligence  of  the 
servants  employed  at  the  pepper  settlements  in  providing  sufficient  conveyance 
for  the  articles  to  Fort  Marlbro’  by  the  high  rates  at  which  vessels  have  been 
engaged  in  this  service,  and  by  deficiencies  in  the  warehouses  authorized 
to  be  written  off  by  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council,  a  part  of  which  we 
have  strong  grounds  for  believing  has  been  occasioned  by  want  of  due  care 
in  the  person  holding  the  office  of  Pepper  Warehousekeeper,  or  has  been 
charged  not  on  a  real  but  fictitious  loss. 

Opium  -from  Bengal 

7.  The  manner  in  which  this  article  has  been  disposed  of  has  been  in 
direct  opposition  to  our  continued  orders  since  the  year  1790.  The  Deputy 
Governor  and  Council  have  attempted  to  defend  their  conduct  in  this  respect 
in  the  last  year  under  the  sanction  of  your  approbation  and  arguments  which, 
as  you  will  observe  by  our  letter  by  this  dispatch,  have  drawn  forth  our 
severe  reprehension.  We  are  not  much  surprized  at  their  endeavours  to 
palliate  their  conduct  when  we  see  it  avowed  that  the  article  is  a  monopoly 
in  their  own  hands.  The  Company’s  interest  is  thus  sacrificed  to  the  private 
views  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  from  the  stations  they  hold  in  our  service  to 
promote  it.  We  have  no  doubt  but  that  with  proper  exertions  a  more  exten¬ 
sive  and  profitable  vend  for  this  commodity  would  be  found,  as  Mr.  Crisp 
in  1787  made  a  proposal  to  us  to  take  500  chests  annually,  and  Mr.  Griffiths 
in  his  letter  entered  on  your  proceedings  of  the  20th  November  1797  asserts 
that  at  Padang  alone  the  sale  is  150  or  200  chests  per  annum,  and  proposed 
that  120  chests,  in  addition  to  the  usual  importation  of  200,  should  be  sent 
from  Bengal. 
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Proceedings  for  obtaining  supplies  of  specie 

8.  In  the  measures  that  have  been  adopted  for  procuring  specie,  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  has  been  both  impolitic  and  improvident ;  the 
sale  of  pepper  to  American  vessels  in  1796  must  naturally  have  a  tendency 
to  injure  the  sales  of  that  article  here,  the  adventure  to  Bombay  1797  was 
formed  on  erroneous  principles,  and  the  high  charges  of  freight  etc.,  proved 
a  considerable  diminution  of  the  benefits  expected  to  result  from  it  in  tlie 
adventure  to  China  in  the  year  1796.  We  observe  that  opium  bought  of  the 
Company  by  the  concern  was  resold  to  the  Company  in  about  two  months 
afterwards  at  an  advance  of  near  40  dollars  a  chest.  VVe  conclude,  therefore, 
that  this  adventure  was  projected  more  with  a  view  to  the  profit  of  those- 
engaged  in  the  monopoly  of  opium,  than  to  the  Company’s  advantage. 

Expences  of  the  Residency 

9.  The  charges  of  Fort  Marlbro’  and  it’s  dependencies  have  considerably 
increased  of  late  years,  and  although  this  is  in  part  accounted  for  by  the 
additions  occasionally  made  to  the  Military  establishment,  much,  we  arc  con¬ 
vinced,  proceeds  from  expences  of  a  contingent  nature,  particularly  buildings 
and  repairs,  and  a  heavy  charge  for  workmen  and  materials  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Superintendant  in  these  articles.  We  can  have  no  don  hi  but  that 
there  has  been  great  neglect  and  abuse,  as  from  recent  investigation  it  has 
been  discovered  that  supplies  have  been  charged  to  the  Company  which  were 
never  received,  issues  charged  of  articles  not  expended,  and  stores  have  been 
sold  and  their  produce  not  brought  to  credit,  yet  the  accounts  in  which  these 
charges  were  contained  have  been  as  it  is  pretended  examined  by  a  committee. 

10.  In  consequence  of  the  capture  of  Nattal  by  the  French  1793-4,  consi¬ 
derable  sums  were  allowed  to  be  charged  to  our  account,  without  the  least 
foundation  for  our  being  liable  to  such  demands  and  without  any  examina¬ 
tion  into  their  propriety,  in  particular  a  balance  of  cash,  the  acknowledged 
property  of  the  private  concern  engaged  in  the  trade  of  that  place. 

11.  We  submitted  to  bear  the  current  military  expences  of  that  settle¬ 
ment  subsequent  to  the  capture,  and  during  the  war,  under  a  prospect  held 
out  by  the  Government,  of  finding  a  reimbursement  in  the  pepper  to  be  fur¬ 
nished  from  thence,  which  we  were  informed  would  be  considerable  in  quan- 
tity,  but  the  whole  amount  as  far  as  the  books  of  account  are  received  turns 
out  [to  bej  only  37  pi  tons  in  three  years. 

Loss  by  deficiencies  in  stores  etc, 

12.  The  amount  of  deficiencies  in  stores  and  pepper,  which  have  been 
allowed  by  the  Government  in  the  last  four  years,  is  enormous.  These  allow¬ 
ances  are  claimed  in  many  respects  on  most  frivolous  and  unfounded  pre¬ 
tences,  and  where  they  have  been  evidently  the  consequence  of  inattention 
in  tl^  servants  employed,  such  inattention  has  been  frequently  passed  over 

y  the  Government  with  slight  animadversion,  notwithstanding  we  have 
repeatedly  directed  that  all  deficiencies  not  absolutely,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  unavoidable  should  be  paid  for  by  the  persons  who  had  charge  of  the 
articles  with  an  advance  of  30  per  cent  on  the  prime  cost. 
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Neglect  and  errors  in  accounts 

13.  As  proofs  of  general  neglect  and  inaccuracy  in  keeping  our  accounts 
at  Fort  Marlborough,  we  have  noticed  with  surprise  and  indignation,  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  first  member  of  the  Government,  our  Treasurer  and 
Cash  Keeper,  that  he  has  not  struck  a  balance  of  our  cash  committed  to  his 
charge  for  a  considerable  time  it  has  been  in  his  hands,  and  by  such  acknow¬ 
ledgment  he  tacitly  admits  the  accusation  brought  against  him  of  his  having 
mixed  his  private  concerns  with  the  pubHc  money.  We  have  seen  also  the 
General  Paymaster  of  the  settlement  confess  that  he  has  frequently  made 
payments  without  taking  receipts  for  them,  but  what  adds  to  our  astonish¬ 
ment  is  that  these  flagrant  errors  and  improprieties  are  committed  although 
a  pretended  examination  of  accounts  by  a  committee  formed  of  some  of  th.e 
members  of  Government  has  taken  place. 

14.  Our  orders  for  being  furnished  with  regular  quarterly  statements  of 
our  property  at  this  Residency  have  in  many  instances  been  disregarded 
and  in  so  negligent  a  manner  have  some  of  these  sent  home  been  prepared 
that  errors  of  considerable  magnitude  have  been  committed  therein. 

15.  From  what  we  have  here  stated,  it  is  evident  that  whether  it  has 
proceeded  from  incapacity,  neglect  or  views  of  personal  interest,  we  have 
abundant  reason  to  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  our  affairs  at  Fort 
Marlbro’  have  been  conducted,  and  we  should  be  justified  in  proceeding  to 
measures  of  the  utmost  severity  against  our  servants  who  have  had  the 
management  there.  We  forbear  at  present  to  enforce  such  measures,  but  as 
it  is  essentially  necessary  to  take  some  steps  towards  introducing  a  reform 
there,  and  to  render  the  settlements  on  the  West  Coast  more  productive  of 
advantage  to  us  than  they  have  hitherto  been,  we  suggest  for  your  considera¬ 
tion  the  following  plan. 

16.  That  you  select  two  or  more  persons  of  capacity,  experience  and  inte¬ 
grity,  who  are  to  proceed  to  Fort  Marlbro’  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  that 
settiement  and  removing  the  various  causes  of  complaint  before  stated,  you 
will  give  them  such  powers  as  you  may  deem  expedient  for  the  purpose  and 
direct  them  to  report  to  you  and  to  us  their  proceedings. 

17.  Although  Mr.  Crisp  is  in  some  instances  implicated  in  the  strictures 
we  have  passed  on  the  conduct  of  the  Government  at  Fort  Marlbro’,  yet 
entertaining  a  favorable  opinion  of  his  knowledge  of  our  affairs  there,  and 
of  his  character  in  general,  we  direct  that  if  he  be  still  in  India,  he  be  joined 
with  the  persons  abovementioned,  and  together  with  them  form  a  committee 
of  enquiry,  unless  you  see  reason  to  the  contrary. 

18.  The  subjects  of  the  committee’s  investigation  are  in  general  sufficient¬ 
ly  pointed  out  in  the  foregoing  remarks.  We  shall  here  however  mention  some 
of  the  most  essential. 

1st — Pepper 

The  expected  produce  of  the  different  settlements. 

The  reasons  that  have  operated  to  the  small  produce,  compared  with 
former  estimates. 

The  conduct  of  the  Residents  towards  the  planters  in  order  to  procure 
the  pepper. 

What  mode  should  be  adopted  most  consistent  with  policy  and  humanity 
to  encourage  the  planters’  exertions  in  cultivating  pepper. 
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The  most  efiectual  and  safest  means  of  transporting  pepper  to  Marlbfo’ 
at  the  least  expence. 

The  abuses  that  have  existed  in  respect  to  the  transportation. 

The  same  as  to  deficiencies. 

2nd — Opium  from  Bengal 

The  probable  extent  to  which  the  vend  of  this  article  may  be  carried 
The  best  mode  of  disposing  thereof. 

The  profits  that  have  been  made  by  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council 
from  the  monopoly  taken  into  then*  own  hands. 

3rd— Adventures  set  on  foot  for  replenishing  the  treasury  with  specie 

To  investigate  how  far  the  members  of  Government  were  concerned  as 
to  their  own  interest  in  tlrese  transactions,  and  the  losses  and  expences  in¬ 
curred  by  the  Company  therein. 

4th— Expences  of  the  settlement 

To  examine  into  the  increase  of  expence  regular  or  contingent,  in  parti¬ 
culars  as  to  the  latter,  the  charges  of  buildings  and  repairs  and  the  state  of 
such  buildings  as  have  been  recently  erected. 

The  state  of  buildiags  and  works  in  general. 

The  abuses  that  have  been  practiced  in  the  Store  Departments,  and  the 
heavy  charges  of  those  Departments. 

Dae  situation  of  affairs  at  Nattal  when  captured,  and  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  Company  since  the  capture. 

The  reduction  that  may  be  made  in  the  expences  in  general. 

5th— Losses  and  deficiencies  in  stores  and  other  property 
The  abuses  in  charging  deficiencies  to  the  Compan^ 

The  manner  in  which  articles  are  stored. 

The  state  of  the  godowns. 

The  method  of  taking  returns  and  at  what  periods. 

6th — Accounts 

rinnlf^  accounts  being  entirely  defective,  to  form  regula- 

aons  for  Its  improvement,  and  the  introduction  of  proper  checks.  ^ 

readily  oIcuro^Ynr^a^  subjects  requhing  investigation  which  wUl  more 
^  examination,  but  there  is  one  point  which  will  of 

mendaSfof  ,?e  nrf committee,  we  allude  m  the  recom- 
sion  o?Padme  and  rb?  ^ort  Marlbro’  relative  to  the  posses- 

stated  by  the  Government. instances 


London, 

the  29th  May  1799. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends. 

Step.  Lushington  /  Hugh  Inghs  /  F. 
Baring  /  J.  Hunter  /  George  Tatem  / 
Thos.  Parry /J.  Smith  Burges/W.  Bens- 
ley  j  John  Travers  /  W.  Elphinstone  / 
S.  Toone/Stepn.  Williams /G.  W. 
Thelluson  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe. 
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Hundred  copies  of  Blaquiere^s  Sanskrit  and  English  Dictionary  and 
Forster's  Bengali  Dictionary  to  he  subscribed — Lt.  Baillie  to  complete  Sir 
William  ]one?  work  on  the  Shiah  sect — botanical  garden  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope — Lady  Jones  to  send  to  Calcutta  a  mo72mnent  to  be  erected  hi  the  New 
Church  in  memory  of  her  husband. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  The  several  dispatches  from  your  Presidency  in  the  Public  Depart¬ 
ment  which  we  are  now  proceeding  to  answer  are  of  the  following  dates,  the 
30th  April,  the  15th  August,  the  31st  October,  and  30th  December  1797,  and 
31st  January  1798. 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department^ 
dated  30th  April  1797 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
advices. 

(2)  Advising  the  arrival  of  ships. 

(3)  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of 

tie  Court’s  dispatches.  "  2.  Need  no  reply. 

(4-9)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  1st  June  1796. 

(10-44)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  27th  July  1796. 

(45-49)  Relative  to  Captain  Can-  3.  Transferred  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ning’s  demand  upon  the  Company.  ment. 

(50-64)  Answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  27th  July  1796  concluded.  4.  Need  no  reply. 

(65-71)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  31st  August  1796. 

(72-81)  5.  Transferred  to  the  Commercial 

Department. 

(82  and  83)  Agreement  with  Cap-  6.  In  your  subsequent  dispatch  of 
tain  Campbell  for  the  erection  of  the  28th  February  1798,  we  are  ad- 
marine  pyramids  in  the  river  similar  vised  of  the  completion  of  two 
to  those  at  Liverpool  etc.  marine  pyramids — of  their  being  laid 

in  those  parts  of  the  river  which  the 
Master  Attendant  conceived  most 
proper  for  the  experiment,  and  of 
the  salary  allowed  to  Captain  Camp¬ 
bell,  the  Agent,  on  the  completion  of 
the  work.  It  only  therefore  remains 
to  ascertain  the  usefulness  of  the 
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'  invention  to  enable  us  to  decide  on 

the  remuneration  to  the  inventor 
according  to  the  terms  of  your  agree¬ 
ment  with  Captain  Campbell  We, 
therefore,  direct  that  you  cause  it’s 
merits  to  be  appreciated  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  professional  men,  in  order 
to  ascertain  how  far  it  may  contribute 
to  the  safety  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  transmitting  their  report  there¬ 
on  for  our  information. 

(84)  Advising  the  appointment  of  7.  Needs  no  reply. 

Mr.  John  H.  Bythewood,  2d  Mate  of 
the  Lascelles,  to  the  command  of  the 
extra  ship  Ranger  in  the  room  of 
Captain  Campbell. 

(85-88)  A  repository  erected  for  8.  We  approve  of  your  proceed- 
the  records  of  die  Council.  ings  upon  the  subject. 

(89)  In  explanation  of  the  reasons 
for  the  Reverend  Mr.  Blanchard  and 
his  family  embarking  for  Europe  on 
the  Prince  Frederick  instead  of  the 
Thomas. 

(90)  Advising  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  George  Johnstone. 

(91)  Advising  appointments.  ^ 

(92  and  93)  Mention  the  arrival  of 
Lieut.  General  Aimed  Clarke,  and 
his  having  taken  his  seat  at  the 
Board. 

(94)  Advising  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


A^iswer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  15th  August  1797 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last " 
dispatch. 

(2)  Forwarding  consultations. 

(3)  Advising  the  Governor  Gene-  ' 
ral’s  return  from  Lucknow  on  1st 

May. 


(4-9)  Referring  to  their  correspon¬ 
dence  with  the  Government  of  Bom¬ 
bay  relative  to  the  pretensions  of 
Messrs.  Whitehill  and  Spencer  to 
seats  in  the  Council  at  that  Presi¬ 
dency. 


11.  We  have  already  given  our 
opinion  upon  this  subject  in  our  dis¬ 
patches  to  the  Government  of  Bom¬ 
bay,  copy  of  which  was  transmitted 
to  you  as  usual. 
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(1043)  Bombay  finances. 


(14-28) 

(29)  Advising  having  forwarded 
indent  for  naval  stores  from  Prince 
of  Wales’s  Island. 

(30)  Forwarding  per  Castor,  extra 
ship.  No.  20  and  21  indents  for  naval 
stores  for  the  Company’s  Marine  and 
also  for  naval  stores  ]Eor  the  use  of 
individuals. 


(31)  Mr.  William  Chilves,  late 
boatswain  of  the  Ganges,  pilot  schoo¬ 
ner,  granted  a  pension  to  the  amount 
of  the  full  pay  of  his  rank. 

(32-34)  Advising  several  appoint-  ^ 
ments. 


12.  We  have  given  due  attention 
to  the  information  contained  in  your 
several  dispatches  of  the  past  season 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  Bombay 
finances  ;  and  we  had  great  pleasure 
in  observing  that  from  the  measures 
which  have  been  adopted,  the  Bom¬ 
bay  Government  have  been  enabled 
to  restrict  their  drafts  upon  you  to 
one  lack  and  a  half  per  month, 
which  must  of  course  have  occasion¬ 
ed  a  very  sensible  relief  to  the  finan¬ 
ces  of  your  Government. 

13.  Transferred  to  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Department. 

14.  This  indent  not  having  been 
received  we  suppose  it  to  have  been 
lost  in  the  Zephyr  packet. 

15.  The  first  of  these  indents  has 
been  fully  complied  with,  but  the 
tonnage  of  the  latter  is  so  very  large 
that  we  could  not  spare  tonnage  for 
more  than  about  1,200  tons  which  is 
nearly  one  third  part  of  the  several 
articles  desired.  We  have  likewise  de¬ 
clined  complying  with  the  article  of 
masts  and  spars  which  amounts  to 
about  800  tons  more,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  objection  in  point  of 
tonnage  but  likewise  from  it’s  being 
extremely  inconvenient,  if  not  im¬ 
practicable,  to  send  any  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  masts  and  spars  on  ships 
carrying  troops  with  any  degree  of 
attention  to  their  accommodation 
and  this  objection  may  probably  hold 
good  in  respect  to  ships  bound  this 
season  to  your  Presidency. 

16,  For  the  reasons  assigned,  we 
approve  of  the  pension  of  (38)  thirty 
eight  sicca  rupees  per  month  which 
you  have  granted  to  Mr.  Chilves. 


(35)  Transmitting  reports  on  ^  Need  no  reply, 
stationery. 
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(36)  Reduction  in  the  expense  i 
the  Secretary’s  establishment. 


(37)  Forwarding  two  packages 
containing  seeds  of  various  kinds 
from  Dr.  Roxburgh. 


18.  Observing  by  the  Governor 
General’s  minute  of  the  29th  May 
1797,  that  this  reduction  in  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  Secretary’s  establish¬ 
ment  to  the  amount  of  above  a  lack 
of  rupees  per  annum  has  been  sole¬ 
ly  effected  by  an  arrangement  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  Secretary,  we  desire  it 
may  be  signified  to  Mr.  Barlow  that 
we  entertain  a  due  sense  of  the  merits 
of  his  conduct  upon  this  occasion. 
And  as  it  is  of  great  consequence  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  Company’s 
affairs  that  every  branch  of  their 
expenditure  should  be  regulated  by 
a  reasonable  frugality,  we  direct  that 
you  proceed  to  enquire  what  other 
economical  arrangement  can  be 
adopted  in  the  different  offices,  or 
otherwise,  under  your  Presidency. 

19.  We  derive  great  satisfaction 
from  observing  by  your  recent  dis¬ 
patches  overland  that  the  Earl  of 
Mornington  has  anticipated  our 
wishes  herein.  Strongly  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  every  practica¬ 
ble  and  prudent  retrenchment  being 
made  in  every  Department  of  the 
service,  we  confidently  rely  on  His 
Lordship’s  exertions  for  effecting  the 
same  on  the  principles  which  he  has 
prescribed,  and  which  have  our 
approbation. 

20.  The  packages  referred  to  in 
this  paragraph  were  lost  in  the 
Zephyr.  But  as  it  appears,  by  Dr. 
Roxburgh’s  letter  of  the  3rd  May 
1797,  that  some  of  these  seeds  were 
likely  to  answer  the  intention  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  here,  as  des¬ 
cribed  by  their  late  President,  Sir 
John  Sinclair,  we  direct  that  some 
more  of  these  seeds  be  forwarded  to 
us  by  the  first  convenient  opportu¬ 
nity;  together  with  those  contained 
in  the  catalogue  annexed  to  Dr.  Rox¬ 
burgh’s  letter.  Due  attention  will  of 
course  be  had  to  the  proper  time  of 
gathering  these  seeds,  that  they  may 
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arrive  in  England  in  as  fresh  a  state 
as  possible. 

(38  and  39)  21.  Transferred  to  the  Commer¬ 

cial  Department. 

(40)  Contains  the  state  of  the  22.  Needs  no  reply, 
treasury. 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  31  st  October  1797 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2)  Forwarding  proceedings  and 
duplicates  of  letters. 

(3)  Advising  the  arrival  of  ships. 

(4)  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
several  letters  from  the  Court  of 
Directors. 

(5-12)  Fort  St.  George  finances. 


(13)  Bombay  finances. 

(14-17)  Trade  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 


(18-53) 

(54)  Mr.  Hay  permitted  to  proceed  " 
to  the  Cape  for  his  health. 

(55)  Advising  the  resignation  of 

Mr.  W,  T,  Smith, 


>  23.  Need  no  reply. 


24.  As  it  may  be  reasonably  expec¬ 
ted  that  the  next  advices  from  India 
will  contain  more  recent  information 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  Madras 
finances  we  shall  not  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  that  subject  at 
present. 

25.  Already  replied  to. 

26.  You  will  have  observed  by  the 
5th  and  following  paragraphs  of  our 
letter  in  the  Commercial  Department 
dated  the  2nd  of  March  1798,  that  in 
future  whatever  Indian  articles  may 
be  required  for  the  consumption  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  are  to  be  sent 
thither  on  the  Company's  account, 
according  to  such  indents  as  you  may 
from  time  to  time  receive  from  His 
Majesty’s  Governor  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing  of  that  colony. 

27.  Transferred  to  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Department. 


28.  Need  no  reply. 
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(56)  Stores  supplied  to  His 
Majesty’s  ship  Heroine. 


(57)  Mr.  Thomas  Winter,  pilot, 
dismissed  [from]  the  service  for 
drunkenness  while  in  charge  of  the 
snow  St.  Jacob. 

(58  and  59)  A  gratuity  allowed  to 
Mr.  Hill,  a  mate  in  the  pilot  service, 
and  to  the  persons  who  were  with 
him,  for  having  by  their  exertions 
saved  the  lives  of  thirty  eight  men 
from  the  wreck  of  the  extra  ship 
Martha. 

(60  and  61)  Mr.  William  Clive, 
boat-swain  of  the  late  Ganges,  schoo¬ 
ner,  allowed  an  increase  to  his 
pension  of  (12)  twelve  sicca  rupees  per 
month. 

(62  and  63)  Deputy  and  assistants 
to  the  Master  Attendant  granted  an 
additional  allowance  of  (8)  eight 
rupees  a  day  while  on  duty  from  the 
hanksaul. 

(64)  The  particular  attention  of 
Court  called  to  a  report  respecting 
mooring  chains  at  Diamond  Harbour. 


(65-67)  Repairs  of  the  church. 


(68  and  69)  State  of  the  Hospital. 


29.  We  shall  apply  to  His 
Majesty’s  Navy  Board  for  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  the  value  of  the  stores  sup¬ 
plied  to  Captain  Murray  of  the 
Heroine,  referred  to  in  this  para¬ 
graph. 

30.  Needs  no  reply. 


31.  Wc  approve  of  the  gratuity 
allowed  to  Mr.  Hill,  and  the  persons 
who  were  with  him,  as  mentioned  in 
these  paragraphs. 


32.  For  the  reasons  you  have 
assigned,  we  approve  of  the  increase 
to  Mr.  Clive’s  pension. 


33.  Wc  likewise  approve  of  the 
additional  allowances  to  the  Master 
Attendant’s  deputy  and  assistants. 


34.  In  consequence  of  the  repre¬ 
sentations  contained  in  this  para¬ 
graph  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
mooring  chains  at  Diamond  Harbour, 
we  have  this  season  sent  chains  of 
the  same  weight,  dimensions,  and 
manufacture  as  those  used  in  His 
Majesty’s  service  for  mooring  ships  of 
the  line. 

35.  We  approve  of  your  having 
directed  the  necessary  alterations  and 
repairs  at  the  new  church  to  be  made 
at  the  expense  of  the  Company. 

36.  We  have  much  pleasure  in 
observing  that  from  the  state  of  the 
Hospital  funds,  this  institution  is 
likely  to  be  of  increasing  benefit  to 
the  native  inhabitants  of  Calcutta, 
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(70-72)  Relative  to  the  imprison¬ 
ment  of  the  podar,  for  a  deficiency 
in  his  accounts. 


(73)  Contains  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


37.  We  highly  approve  of  your 
determination  not  to  admit  of  any 
deviation  from  the  established  rules 
of  the  service  of  making  all  public 
officers  responsible  for  the  money 
under  their  charge. 

38.  Needs  no  reply. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  30th  December  1797 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatches. 

(2)  Forwarding  a  continuation  of 
the  proceedings. 

(3-16)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s 
letters  of  20th  January,  the  1st  March 
and  19th  April  1797,  ^ 

(17)  Court’s  letter  of  the  9th  May 
1797  to  be  answered  hereafter. 

(18)  Mr.  Speke  nominated  Vice- 
President  and  Deputy  Governor  in 
the  absence  of  the  Governor  General. 

(19  and  20)  Fort  St.  George  ^ 
finances.  ^ 

(21-26)  Bombay  finances. 

(27-31)  Supplies  to  China. 


39.  Need  no  reply. 


40.  Already  replied  to. 

41.  In  the  31st  paragraph  of  our 
dispatch  in  the  Public  Department 
dated  the  25th  May  1798,  we  express¬ 
ed  the  sense  we  entertained  of  your 
exertions,  from  time  to  time,  in  fur¬ 
nishing  the  necessary  supplies  to  our 
Canton  treasury.  We  again  notice 
with  pleasure  a  continuation  of  the 
same  exertions  in  the  permission  you 
have  given  to  our  supra  cargoes  to 
draw  upon  you  to  the  amount  of 
fifteen  lacks  of  rupees.  It  will  be  our 
constant  endeavour  to  send  out  annu¬ 
ally  to  China  as  large  a  sum  in  specie 
as  we  conveniently  can,  in  order  to 
lighten  the  burthen  upon  the  finan¬ 
ces  of  your  Government  as  much  as 
possible.  The  amount  in  dollars  to 
be  remitted  from  hence  to  Canton  by 
the  ships  of  the  present  season  will 
be  about  £5,00,000, 
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(32-40) 

(41-45)  Supplies  to  Fort  Marl- 

borough. 


(46-53)  Representation  from  Fort 
Marlborough  of  the  various  inconve¬ 
niences  and  disadvantages  under 
which  the  civil  servants  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  settlement  labored,  sub- 
mitting  propositions  for  their  relief, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  thereon. 

(54)  Supplies  to  Fort  Marlborough. 

(55)  Relative  to  the  dispatch  of 
the  Queen  to  Fort  Marlborough. 

(56)  Referring  the  Court  to  copy 
of  a  letter  to  Fort  Marlborough  for 


42.  Transferred  to  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Department. 

43.  We  very  much  commend  the 
attention  you  have  shewn  to  the 
pecuniary  wants  of  our  settlement  at 
Fort  Marlborough,  as  mentioned  in 
these  paragraphs  and  in  paragraph 
54,  and  direct  that  you  acquaint  us 
with  the  amount  proceeds  of  the  200 
chests  of  opium  which  you  consigned 
thither  on  the  ship  Queen;  since,  if 
it  yielded  a  premium  equal  to  that 
which  was  produced  on  the  opium 
sent  to  Bencoolen  the  preceding  year, 
being  (25)  twenty  five  per  cent  beyond 
the  average  sale  price  at  Calcutta,  this 
commodity  may  be  considered  as  a 
very  advantageous  mode  of  effecting 
part  of  your  annual  remittances  to 
that'  settlement.  At  the  same  time 
we  shall  expect  that  no  interested 
measures  of  the  Deputy  Governor 
and  Council  will  operate  to  prevent 
the  obtaining  a  fair  market  price  for 
the  quantity  of  opium  which  may  be 
annually  consigned  to  them. 

44.  We  have  many  reasons  for 
thinking  that  this  settlement  requires 
a  constant  and  vigilant  superinten¬ 
dance  and  we  trust  to  your  watchful 
zeal  in  detecting  and  also  in  punish¬ 
ing  any  practices  that  may  appear  to 
you  to  be  injurious  to  our  interests. 

45.  We  approve  of  your  deter¬ 
mination  upon  the  several  points 
which  were  submitted  to  your  consi¬ 
deration  in  the  Fort  Marlbro'  letter 
of  9th  July  1797. 


46.  Already  replied  to. 

47.  Needs  no  reply. 

48.  We  have  perused  the  letter  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  this  paragraph  but  have 
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the  other  details  relative  to  that 
settlement. 


(57)  Advising  several  appoint- 
ments. 

(58)  Mention  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Collinson. 

(59)  Representing  the  heavy  extra 
expense  of  the  commanders  of  the 
Indiamen  returned  from  Prince  of 
Wales  Island,  for  their  table  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  troops  on  board. 

(60)  Referring  to  the  proceedings^ 
of  a  court  of  enquiry  held  on  the  3rd 
Officer  of  the  Royal  Admiral. 

(61)  Triton  pilot  schooner  ordered 
to  be  sold,  not  being  worth  repairing.  ^ 

(62)  Advising  the  adoption  of 
several  regulations  relative  to  the 
pilot  service. 

(63-69)  Misconduct  of  Captain 
Thomas  of  the  armed  ship  Nonsuch. 


(70)  A  pension  of  (15)  fifteen 
rupees  per  month  granted  to  the 
widow  of  the  late  George  Guthrie, 
mate  in  the  pilot  service. 

(71)  A  pension  of  (10)  ten  rupees 
per  month  granted  to  the  widow  of 
the  late  James  Morrison,  a  boatswain 
in  the  pilot  service. 

(72) 

(73)  Advising  the  capture  of  the 
bark  Brisk, 

(74-76)  Application  of  Captain 
Page  of  the  Orpheus  frigate  for  pas¬ 
sage  money  refused. 


no  observation  to  make  thereon, 
except  to  express  our  approbation  of 
the  judicious  and  regular  manner  in 
which  your  general  superintending 
control  over  the  Fort  Marlbro’  Resi¬ 
dency  has  hitherto  been  exercised. 

49.  Need  no  reply. 

50.  Already  replied  to. 


51.  Need  no  reply. 


52.  We  approve  of  the  adoption  of 
the  regulations  advised  in  this  para- 

graph. 

53.  We  have  perused  the  proceed¬ 
ings  to  which  you  have  referred  us, 
and  approve  of  your  having  removed 
Captain  Thomas  from  the  command 
of  the  Nonsuch  [because]  of  his  mis¬ 
conduct  in  the  instances  therein 
mentioned. 


54.  We  approve  of  the  pensions 
advised  in  these  paragraphs. 


55.  Transferred  to  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Department. 

56.  Needs  no  reply. 

57.  You  acted  very  properly  in 
declining  to  grant  any  allowance  to 
Captain  Page  of  the  Orpheus,  frigate, 
for  his  passage  to  Europe. 
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(77-79)  Stores  furnished  to  the  58.  We  approve  of  the  resolution 

commanders  of  His  Majesty's  ships  advised  in  these  paragraphs, 
to  be  paid  for  in  ready  money. 

(80)  On  the  death  of  Captain  59.  Needs  no  reply. 

Thompson  of  the  extra  ship  Lion^ 

Mr.  Sever,  the  Chief  Officer,  appoint¬ 
ed  to  succeed  him  in  the  command. 


(81-85)  Botanical  information. 


(86)  Dr.  Roxburgh  permitted  to  ^ 
proceed  to  the  Cape,  and  ultimately 
to  Europe,  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health.  ^ 

(87  &  88)  Referring  to  reports  rela¬ 
tive  to  stationary. 

(89)  Subscription  to  Blaquirc's 
Sanscrit  and  English  Dictionary  and 
Grammar. 


60.  You  will  continue  from  time 
to  time  to  acquaint  us  with  the  pro¬ 
gress  that  may  be  made  in  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  nutmeg,  clove  and  other 
plants,  likewise  of  the  teak  tree,  and 
China  sugar  cane. 


61.  Need  no  reply. 


62.  Under  your  declared  convic¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Blaqiiire's  qualifications 
for  the  execution  of  this  work  and 
which  you  have  assured  us  promises 
to  be  of  great  public  utility,  we  ap¬ 
prove  of  your  having  agreed  to  subs¬ 
cribe  for  one  hundred  copies,  of 
which  twelve  must  be  transmitted  to 
us. 


63.  We  likewise  approve  of  the 
support  and  encouragement  you  have 
agreed  to  afford  Mr.  H.  P.  Forster 
(as  advised  in  your  Judicial  letter  of 
the  31st  January  1798)  in  the  compila¬ 
tion  of  a  dictionary  in  the  Bengal 
languages,  with  a  Sanscrit  Grammar 
annexed.  Although  we  have  invari¬ 
ably  manifested  a  disposition  to  en¬ 
courage  works  of  public  utility,  we 
must  express  our  firm  reliance  on 
your  judgement  and  discretion  that 
the  Company's  liberality  upon  such 
occasions  be  not  abused,  or  mis¬ 
applied. 

64.  Needs  no  reply. 


(90)  Advising  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


O  C  A  B  U>  L  A  R 

INI  W  O  f  ;\  R  r  s, 

ENGLISH  AND'  BONGALEE, 

r/r£  VE  RSJ\ 


B  y  R  ,F-  FORSTER^ 

SIsmOA  MEKCilANT  ON  THE  BONCAL  ESTAE^ISIiMENT. 


r»x  iT  mmi 
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Answer  to  the  letter  hi  the  Public  Departments 
dated  31st  January  1798 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last " 
dispatch. 

(2)  Forwarding  duplicate  thereof 

with  a  continuation  of  their  proceed-  > 
ings.  ^ 

(3-47)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s  j 
letter  of  the  9th  May  1797. 

(48-57)  Bombay  finances. 

(58)  Transmitting  sundry  accounts 
relative  to  the  Marine. 


(59)  Advising  their  having  again 
opened  their  treasury  for  loans  at  12 
per  cent. 


(60)  Lieut.  J.  Baillie  appointed  to 
translate  Sir  Wilham  Jones’s  compila¬ 
tion  of  the  Laws  and  Doctrines  of  the 
Mussulman  Sect  of  Sheeas. 


(61)  Mr.  Josiah  Morgan,  a  monthly 
writer,  recommended  for  a  pension. 


(62)  Advising  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


65.  Need  no  reply. 


66.  Already  replied  to. 

67.  The  reasons  assigned  in  the 
Marine  Board’s  review  of  the  Marine 
expences  for  1795-6,  and  1796-7  for  the 
encrease  of  charges  in  the  latter  vizt., 
by  the  addition  of  schooners  to  replace 
those  captured  by  the  enemy  and  the 
additional  wages  to  seamen  are  satis¬ 
factory,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that 
every  exertion  will  be  used  to  keep 
the  expences  of  your  Marine  within 
the  most  moderate  limits  practicable. 

68.  We  are  concerned  to  observe 
that  your  pecuniary  exigencies  requir¬ 
ed  the  measure  here  advised ;  but  we 
are  confident  that  you  would  not  have 
adopted  it  without  a  conviction  of  its 
absolute  necessity. 

69.  We  have  perused  the  minute  of 
the  late  Governor  General,  entered  on 
your  consultation  of  the  26th  January 
1798,  and  approve  of  your  having 
appointed  Lieutenant  Baillie  to  make 
a  translation  of  the  work  described  in 
this  paragraph,  of  the  completion  of 
which  you  will  of  course  advise  us. 

70.  We  have  considered  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Josiah  Morgan  referred  to 
in  this  paragraph,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  particular  circumstances  there¬ 
in  contained,  and  which  you  have 
assured  us  are  well-founded,  we  have 
consented  to  allow  him  a  pension  of 
150 'rupees  per  month. 

71.  Needs  no  reply. 
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72.  Since  writing  the  preceding  paragraphs  we  have  received  your  dis¬ 
patches  in  this  Department  by  the  Eurydice,  to  which  we  shall  reply  hereafter. 

73.  The  state  of  the  finances  of  our  different  Presidencies  attracted  our 
early  and  particular  attention.  And  the  very  extensive  supplies  of  bullion 
which  we  have  been  enabled,  by  great  exertions,  to  send  out  to  India  and 
China  this  season,  as  particularized  hereafter,  will  prove  we  trust  not  only 
a  most  seasonable  relief,  but  remove  the  general  distress  for  specie,  arising 
from  various  causes,  but  principally  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  from  the 
very  extensive  speculations  of  the  merchants  and  also  enable  you  to  enlarge 
our  investments  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our  indents. 

In  September  last  were  sent  by  the  Royal  Charlotte 
and  Ciiff^iells  for  investment  purposes  to 

In  October  for  general  purposes,  on  the  Carnatic , 

Taunton  Castle  and  Diomede,  man  of  war  to 


Now  shipped  on  the  Hope,  Duke  of  Buccleugh, 
Warley,  Hindostan,  Abergavenny  and  man  of  war 

On  the  Asia  and  Charltofi  for  general  purposes 


Bombay 

£100,000 

Madras 

100,000 

Bengal 

£200,000 

Madras 

150,000 

Bombay 

150,000 

China 

£500,000 

India 

£200,000 

£1,400,000 


74.  We  have  permitted  Mr,  Henry  Chicheley  Plowden  to  return  to  his 
rank  in  our  civil  service  at  your  Presidency. 

75.  Mr.  William  Blunt,  whom  we  have  appointed  a  writer  for  your 
Presidency  on  the  list  of  last  season  (1797)  as  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the 
17th  instant,  being  in  India,  we  transmit  covenants  in  duplicate  to  be  executed 
by  him.  One  of  them  is  to  be  kept  in  India,  and  the  other  returned  to  us. 

76.  Mr.  Samuel  Puller  Rawlins,  who  is  now  in  Bengal,  has  our  permis¬ 
sion  to  remain  in  India,  as  a  free  merchant,  and  we  transmit  covenants  in 
duplicate  to  be  executed  by  him.  One  of  them  is  to  be  kept  in  India  and  the 
other  returned  to  us. 

77.  We  have  permitted  Mr,  Thomas  Charters  to  return  to  Bengal  and 
remain  there  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  affairs. 

78.  The  following  persons  have  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to 
India  as  free  mariners,  vizt.,  William  Bruce,  William  Hills,  John  Haddon 
Askwith,  Robert  Graham,  Charles  Egan,  Arthur  Monro. 

79.  Since  our  letter  of  the  1st  August  last,  we  have,  at  the  request  of 
Ml.  James  Grant  of  your  civil  establishment,  permitted  him  to  remain  in 
England  another  year. 

80.  We  have  permitted  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  to 
remain  in  England  till  next  season  vizt., 

Messrs.  James  Richard  Barwell 
Hastings  Impey 


(of  the  season  1797.) 
(  do  1798.) 
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81.  The  following  persons  whom  we  appointed  writers  for  your  Presidency 
of  the  seasons  undermentioned,  as  advised  in  our  letters  dated  the  26th  January 
and  2nd  March  1798,  proceed  to  their  duty  this  season  vizt., 

Messrs.  John  Forbes 

liichard  Ghicheley  Plow-  ^season  1796 
den  Junr.  ,  j 

William  Malcolm  Fleming^ 

William  Butterworth  Bay-  ditto  1797. 
ley. 

82.  Mr.  Leopold  Fitchel,  a  native  of  Vienna,  has  our  permission  to 
proceed  to  Bengal  on  botannical  pursuits  on  his  own  account,  and  we  direct 
that  you  permit  him  to  proceed  to  such  part  of  the  Company’s  territories  as 
you  shall  think  proper  tor  the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining  information  and 
improvement  in  the  service,  which  he  wishes  to  promote  by  his  studies  and 
researches,  but  it  is  our  positive  order  that  you  do  not  grant  him  any  allowance 
from  the  Company  on  account  thereof,  or  place  him  in  any  situadon  what¬ 
ever  in  the  Company’s  service. 

83.  In  the  packets  per  Charlton  and  Asia  we  have  enclosed  four  reams 
of  the  Company’s  marked  paper  for  bills  of  exchange  and  certificates,  and 
as  we  have  before  directed  that  all  bills  etc.,  should  be  drawn  on  this  kind  of 
paper  you  will  not  fail  to  indent  for  such  quantities  in  future  as  will  enable 
you  to  keep  a  sufficiency  on  hand  for  that  purpose. 

84.  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  in  this  Department  of  the  16th 
March  1798,  we  had  been  applied  to  by  Peter  Moore  Esqr.  setting  forth  the 
circumstances  relative  to  the  suspension  of  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest 
on  sundry  8  per  cent  bonds  of  your  Qovermnent  standing  in  his  name,  in 
consequence  of  the  appHcations  of  Messrs.  Perreau  and  Palling  his  attornies, 
requesting  to  be  relieved  from  the  hardships  occasioned  by  your  resolution 
and  that  the  interest  withheld  might  be  paid  in  12  per  cent  bonds  and  the 
principal  received,  as  proposed  by  his  attornies,  or  in  subscriptions  to  the 
decennial  loan. 

85.  In  the  16th  paragraph  of  your  ,  letter  above  quoted,  you  state  your 
determination  for  suspending  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds  to  have 
been  founded  on  the  opinion  of  your  Advocate  General  but  no  opinion  of 
this  officer  on  the  subject  is  recorded  on  your  proceedings. 

86.  With  respect  to  the  apphcation  made  by  Messrs.  Perreau  and  Palling 
recorded  on  your  consultation  of  the  6th  February  1798,  we  do  not  see  any 
objection  to  your  resolution  thereon,  and,  as  to  their  demand  for  payment 
of  the  principal  of  the  bonds,  the  report  of  your  Accountant  General,  to  which 
you  have  referred  us  in  the  18th  paragraph  of  your  letter  before  mentioned, 
appears  to  contain  sufficient  grounds  for  your  declining  a  compliance  with 
such  demand. 

87.  But  on  the  most  mature  consideration,  we  have  seen  nothing  suffi¬ 
cient  to  justify  the  withholding  payment  of  the  interest  on  those  bonds 
under  the  plea  alleged ;  more  particularly  after  Mr.  Moore’s  attornies  had 
assured  you  that  they  did  not  mean  to  insist  on  payment  of  the  principal 
by  any  coersive,  or  legal  measures  ;  for,  as  the  interest  must  have  been 
regularly  paid  to  the  period  of  your  resolution,  which  could  not  have  been 
done  without  the  production  at  your  treasury  and  Accountant’s  Office  of  the 
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bonds  themselves,  or  the  notes  on  the  General  Register  granted  in  lieu  of 
them  which  must  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  attornics,  the  plea  of  right 
to  the  principal  might  with  equal  propriety  have  been  urged  against  any 
former  payments  of  interest. 

88.  Being  therefore  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  measure  you  adopted 
in  this  instance  was  inconsistent  with  the  good  faith  of  the  Company  to  their 
bond  creditors  and  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the  individual  concerned,  we 
direct  that  you  immediately  discharge  the  interest  that  may  be  due  (in  the 
usual  course  of  paying  interest)  on  the  bonds  granted  to  Mr.  Moore,  in  such 
manner  as  may  place  him  on  the  same  footing  with  respect  to  the  means  of 
investing  the  amount,  as  if  the  money  had  not  been  withheld  but  had  been 
regularly  paid  at  the  periods  when  it  became  due. 

89.  We  have  not  thought  proper  to  comply  with  Mr.  Moore’s  request 
to  have  his  8  per  cent  securities  exchanged  for  others  bearing  12  per  cent 
interest  or  to  their  being  received  as  subscriptions  to  the  decennial  loan, 

90.  In  our  letter  of  the  17th  April  last,  we  acquainted  you,  that  we  had 
appointed  Messrs.  Richard  Hall,  George  Cuming,  Samuel  Peach  and  Francis 
Turnley  to  be  our  Select  Committee  in  China,  instead  of  whom  we  have  since 
resolved  that  the  Select  Committee  there  do  consist  of  Messrs.  Richard  Hall, 
Samuel  Peach,  Francis  Turnley,  Thomas  Fitzhugh  and  James  Drummond, 
and  we  direct  that  you  address  the  said  Committee  whenever  our  affairs  shall 
render  it  necessary  for  you  to  correspond  with  our  servants  at  Canton. 

91.  It  being  the  intention  of  Sir  George  Yonge,  the  Governor  of  the  Gape, 
to  restore  and  improve  the  Botanical  Garden  there,  wc  direct  that  he  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  catalogue  of  the  plants  in  Bengal,  and  that  your  Botanical 
Superin tendant  be  desired  to  correspond  with  His  Excellency,  from  whom  he 
will  receive  every  assistance  which  can  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  such  pro¬ 
ductions  and  to  the  promotion  of  science. 

92.  As  we  have  not  received  any  accounts  of  the  quick  stock  and  other 
property  of  the  Company  at  Prince  of  Wales’s  Island,  wc  direct  that  you 
issue  orders  to  the  Superintendant  to  furnish  you  with  regular  quarterly 
statements  of  the  same,  which  should  be  inserted  on  your  general  statements 
transmitted  to  us. 

93.  An  anchor  having  been  sent  on  board  each  of  the  ships  Charlton  and 
Asia,  to  be  landed  at  Madras,  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty’s  squadron  in  India 
we  desire  that,  if  these  ships  should  not  be  able  to  land  the  anchors  at  Madras, 
that  you  will  send  them  down  the  Coast  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 

94.  We  have  permitted  Lady  Jones  to  send  to  Bengal,  a  monument  to 
Ae  memory  of  Sir  WiUiam  Jones  to  be  erected  in  the  New  Church  at 

We  arc, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Step.  Lushington  /  Hugh  Inglis  /.  Chas. 
Mills  /  W.  Elphinstone  /  D.  Scott  /  W. 
Bensley  /  Thos.  Parry  /  Paul  Le  Mesu- 
rier  /  George  Tatem  /  G.  W.  Thellus- 
son  /  Stepn.  Williams  /  Chas.  Grant  / 
John  Travers  /  S.  Toone  /  George 
Smith. 


Calcutta. 


London, 

the  5th  June,  1799. 
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Bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

The  bills  you  have  drawn  upon  us  for  sums  received  at  your  Presidency 
to  form  a  fund  for  the  liquidation  of  the  bond  debt  in  India  have  been 
drawn  payable  after  date,  instead  of  after  sight,  a  mode  of  drawing  bills 
extremely  objectionable,  as  it  may  happen  our  funds  here  may  not  always  be 
prepared  to  meet  such  unexpected  demands.  We  therefore  direct  that  all 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  us  in  future  be  drawn  payable  after  sight, 
even  should  the  necessity  of  the  case  require  them  to  be  drawn  for  less  than 
the  usual  sight  of  365  days. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Step.  Lushington  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  J. 
Manship  /  Thos.  Parry  /  Stepn.  Wil¬ 
liams  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  W.  Elphin- 
stone  /  D.  Scott  /  Simon  Fraser  /  George 
Tateni  /  John  Travers  /  J.  Hunter  /  S. 
Toone  /  Abram  Robarts  /  G.  W. 
Thelluson. 
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Export  of  spirit  to  New  South  Wales  from  the  East  Indies  to  be  prevented. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  29th 
May  last. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency,  viz., 
Letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  the  25th  December  1798. 
Letter  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  the  31st  December  1798. 
Letter  in  the  Law  Department  dated  the  25th  December  1798. 

Letter  in  the  Separate  Department  (Salt,  Opium  and  Customs)  dated 

the  25th  December  1798. 

3.  On  the  8th  August  our  Secretary  received  overland  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Barlow  dated  the  4th  March  last. 

4.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Henry  Clive  a  writer  for  your  Presidency  on 
the  list  of  this  season  (1799). 

VoL  XIII~9 


London, 

the  12th  June  1799. 
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5.  Having  adverted  to  the  orders  to  China  respecting  the  present  ex¬ 
change  for  bills  on  us  which  were  to  take  efEect  for  a  period  that  will  expire 
in  April  1800,  we  have  directed  it  to  be  extended  to  April  1801. 

6.  We  have  appointed  Messrs.  James  Chichley  Hyde  and  William 
Marter  clerks  in  our  Accountant’s  Office,  to  act  as  agents  in  the  clearance  of 
baggage,  wine,  presents  etc.  from  the  Company’s  warehouses,  and  wc  have 
been  induced  to  appoint  our  servants  for  conducting  this  business,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  accountable  to  us  for  the  propriety  of  their  conduct,  and 
that  in  case  they  should  be  charged  with  any  malpractices,  unnecessary  delay 
or  exorbitant  demands,  wc  may  be  enabled  to  proceed  to  an  immediate 
investigation  of  the  complaint,  and  aiford  such  redress  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  may  require  ;  at  the  same  time,  we  think  it  necessary  to  observe  that 
no  person  acting  as  agent,  except  the  above,  can  give  a  discharge  to  the 
Company  for  goods  belonging  to  others,  unless  legally  authorized  so  to  do. 

7.  We  have  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  the  practice  of  persons 
going  from  the  East  Indies  to  the  colony  in  New  South  Wales  to  take  on  board 
their  ships  great  quantities  of  spirits  which  arc  disposed  of  to  the  settlers, 
and  even  to  such  of  the  convicts  as  can  afford  to  purchase  any,  by  which 
means  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  consisting  of  their  livestock  and  every 
other  article  of  provision,  as  also  of  cloathing,  become  sacrificed  to  the  exor¬ 
bitant  demands  of  those  who  retail  that  pernicious  article. 

8.  In  order  therefore  to  prevent  a  continuation  of  a  practice  so  injurious 
to  the  improvement  of  that  settlement,  we  direct  that  you  take  the  proper 
steps  for  preventing  the  exportation  of  spirits  to  that  colony,  as  it  is  intended 
in  future  to  send  them  from  this  country  such  a  quantity  of  them  as  may 
be  judged  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  New  South  Wales,  in  order  that 
it  may  not  be  distributed  except  under  proper  licences  and  certificates  to 
be  granted  to  the  Governor  of  the  settlement, 

9.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  free 
mariners  viz.,  William  Urmston,  Thomas  Mcrriman,  Joseph  Young,  William 
Robertson,  John  Linely  Cantilo,  John  Baker— 3rd  Mate  of  the  Houghton,  John 
Kelch — 4th  ditto,  James  Addy,  John  Kilpatrick  and  John  Clements, 

10.  A  considerable  number  of  lascars  remaining  in  this  country  who  arc 
maintained  at  the  Company’s  expence,  we  have  agreed  with  Mr.  WiUiam 
Lennox  to  send  on  the  ships  Surat  Castle,  Bengal  Anna,  Calcutta  and  High¬ 
land  Chief,  a  number  of  them  at  the  rate  of  £11-19  per  man  for  their  passage 
to  India  and  an  allowance  of  one  shilling  per  day  per  man  for  their  diet,  until 
the  ships  leave  their  last  port  in  England,  which  allowances  we  shall  pay  to 

Wc  arc, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Step.  Lushington  /  Hugh  Inglis  / 
Abram  Robarts  /  J.  Smith  Burges  / 
Simon  Fraser  /  John  Manship  /  Paul 
Le  Mesurier  /  Thos.  Parry  /  John  Tra¬ 
vers  /  George  Tatem  /  W.  Devaynes  / 
Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  Chas.  Grant  /  S. 
Toone. 


Mr,  JLennox  accordingly. 


London, 

the  31st  October  1799. 
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News  of  the  fall  of  Seringapatam  and  the  death  of  Tipu — resolutions  of 
the  Court  offermg  thanks  to  the  Governor-General ,  Governor  of  Madras^ 
Governor  of  Bombay,  Lt.  General  George  Harris  and  others — similar  resolu¬ 
tions  of  the  House  of  Cords  and  the  House  of  Commons. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  On  the  13th  ultimo,  we  received  by  the  Sarah  Christiana  dispatches 
from  the  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  St,  George  announcing  the 
great  and  important  event  of  the  fall  of  Seringapatam,  and  the  death  of 
Tippoo  Sultan.  The  prospect  which  this  brilliant  achievement  has  afforded 
of  a  long  and  uninterrupted  series  of  tranquillity  to  our  possessions  in  India 
will  leave  our  respective  Governments  at  leisure  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace, 
to  strengthen  our  alliances,  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  our  native  subjects, 
to  reduce  our  expences,  to  lessen  our  debts,  to  augment  our  revenues,  to 
improve  and  extend  the  internal  commerce  of  India,  and  which  is  of  the  most 
essential  importance  to  the  Company’s  prosperity  at  home,  to  increase  in  due 
time  our  European  investments.  Relying,  therefore,  on  the  exertion  of  our 
respective  Governors,  the  zealous  and  cordial  co-operation  of  their  several 
Councils,  and  the  prompt  obedience  of  those  employed  under  them,  in  the 
pursuit  of  these  important  objects,  and  assuring  you  of  our  firm  and  constant 
support  in  the  measures  that  may  be  adopted  at  your  Presidency  for  effecting 
them,  we  proceed  to  acquaint  you,  that  we  have  endeavoured  to  express  the 
very  high  sense  which  we  entertain  of  the  merits  and  services  of  those  who 
by  their  conduct  have  contributed  to  place  our  affairs  in  India  upon  their 
present  prosperous  foundation,  in  the  following  resolutions  of  our  Court  on 
the  24th  ultimo,  and  which  we  desire  may  be  communicated  to  the  parties 
in  the  most  public  manner. 

At  a  Court  of  Directors  24th  September  1799 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  the 
Earl  of  Mornington,  Governor  General,  for  the  able  and  successful 
measures  which  he  adopted,  whereby  tlie  complete  annihilation  of 
French  influence  at  the  Court  of  Hydrabad  was  happily  accomplished, 
for  the  ability,  firmness  and  decision  manifested  by  His  Lordship  in 
his  conduct  towards  the  late  Tippoo  Sultan,  and  for  the  previous  mea¬ 
sures  which  he  pursued  for  enabling  the  army  to  take  the  field,  where¬ 
by  it  was  put  in  a  situation  to  act  with  vigor  against  the  enemy,  and 
to  effect  the  speedy  conquest  of  the  capital  of  the  Mysore  dominions, 
the  happy  presage  of  a  lasting  peace  in  India,  and  consequent  increase 
of  prosperity  to  the  East  India  Company.” 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Clive,  Governor  of  Madras,  for  his  zealous 
co-operation  with  the  Earl  of  Mornington  in  the  measures  proposed  by 
His  Lordship,  and  particularly  in  the  exertions  which  he  made  for 
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equipping  the  Madras  Army  for  those  operations  which  have  redound¬ 
ed  so  much  to  it’s  honor  and  to  the  interests  of  this  Company.” 

■‘Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Jonathan 
Duncan  Esqr.,  Governor  of  Bombay,  for  the  zeal  and  promptitude  of 
his  conduct  in  preparing  the  army  of  that  Presidency  for  the  field, 
whereby  it  was  enabled  to  take  a  conspicuous  share  in  the  glorious 
achievements  of  the  late  campaign  against  tire  Mysore  dominions.” 

‘■Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  George  Harris,  Commandcr-in-Chief  of  the  King’s  and 
Compay’s  forces  employed  at  the  scige  of  Scringapatam,  for  the  very 
able  and  judicious  manner  in  which  the  attack  of  that  fortress  was 
planned.” 


“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  the 
officers  of  the  King’s  and  Company’s  forces  employed  in  the  assault  of 
Seringapatam  on  the  4th  May  1799,  for  the  rapidity,  animation,  and 
skill  which  they  manifested  in  the  execution  of  this  important  service ; 
and  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  for  the  courage  and 
intrepidity  of  dieir  conduct  upon  that  brilliant  occasion.” 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  Stuart  for  his  able  conduct  in  the  command  of  the 
Bombay  Army  previous  to  it’s  junction,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
that  army  who  were  engaged  in  the  action  of  the  6th  of  March  witii  a 
chosen  body  of  the  troops  of  Tippoo  Suliaun,  for  their  able  and  spirited 
conduct  upon  that  occasion.” 


“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  dranks  of  this  Court  be  given  to 
Lieutenant  General  Harris,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  King’s  and 
Company’s  forces  under  his  Command,  for  the  great  and  important 
services  rendered  to  the  East  India  Company  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  late  glorious  campaign,  which  has  terminated  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Company  and  the  nation,  by  offering  a  well-grounded  hope  that 
the  peace  of  India  will  be  secured  on  a  solid  and  lasting  foundation.” 


We  have  the  further  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  with  the  resolu- 
of  the  House  of  Lords  and  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
►nous  occasion  being  as  follows 


House  of  Lords 
Die  veneris*  4th  October  1799 

“Resolved,  nemine  dissentiente*  by  die  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Parhanmnt  assembled  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the 
ig  t  Honorable  Richard  Lord  Wellesley,  Earl  of  Mornington  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  Governor  General  of  India,  for  the  wisdom, 
ecision  an  energy  with  which  is  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of 
his  station,  from  the  time  of  his  taking  upon  him  the  said  Government 
to  the  glorious  termination  of  the  late  war  by  the  capture  of  Seringa- 

di,sentiente-no  one  dissenting,  unanimously. 
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patam  ;  during  which  period,  by  opposing  to  the  perfidy  of  the  late 
Sultaun  of  Mysore  a  uniform  moderation,  dignity  and  firmness,  and 
by  counteracting  with  equal  promptitude  and  ability  the  dangerous 
intrigues  and  projects  of  the  French,  particularly  by  destroying  their 
power  and  influence  in  the  Decan,  he  prepared  the  way  for  the  rapid 
and  brilliant  operations  carried  on  under  his  superintendance  and  direc¬ 
tion,  the  result  of  which  has  finally  disappointed  all  the  designs  of  our 
enemies  in  that  quarter,  and  has  established,  on  a  basis  of  permanent 
security,  the  tranquillity  and  prosperity  of  the  British  Empire  in  India.” 

“Resolved,  nemine  dissentiente,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Parliament  assembled  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the 
Right  Hon’ble  Lord  Clive,  Governor  of  the  Settlement  of  Fort  St. 
George,  for  his  zealous,  cordial  and  honourable  concurrence  in  for¬ 
warding  the  wise  and  dignified  views  of  the  Governor  General  in 
Council,  by  which  he  has  furnished  a  salutary  and  memorable  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  advantage  of  unanimity  and  concord  among  the  persons 
employed  in  high  stations  in  the  British  dominions  in  the  East  Indies 
and  has  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  promoted  the  success  of  those 
measures  from  which  the  most  important  public  benefits  have  result 
ed  to  this  country”. 

“Resolved,  7iemine  dissentiente^  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Parliament  assembled,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Jonathan  Duncan  Esqr.,  Governor  of  Bombay,  for  the  zeal  and  prompti¬ 
tude  of  his  conduct  in  preparing  the  army  of  that  Presidency  for  the 
field,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council, 
whereby  that  army  was  enabled  materially  to  contribute  to  the  suc¬ 
cessful  and  glorious  termination  of  the  late  war  in  India.” 

“Resolved,  nemine  dissentiente,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Parliament  assembled,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Lieutenant  General  George  Harris  for  the  whole  of  his  able  and 
meritorious  conduct  in  the  command  of  the  forces  of  Bfls  Majesty  and 
of  the  East  India  Company,  during  the  late  glorious  and  decisive  war 
with  the  Sultaun  of  Mysore  ;  and  particularly  for  the  ability,  judgement 
and  energy,  with  which  he  planned  and  directed  the  assault  of 
Seringapatam,  the  success  of  which  brilliant  achivement  has  so  highly 
contributed  to  the  glory  of  the  British  name,  and  to  the  permanent 
tranquillity  of  our  possessions  in  the  East.” 

“Resolved,  7iemine  dissentiente,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Parliament  assembled,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Lieutenant  General  James  Stuart,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Bombay  Army  which  so  gloriously  co-operated  in  the  success  of  the 
late  campaign  in  India,  and  also  to  Major  Generals  John  Floyd, 
Thomas  Bridges,  William  Popham,  James  Hartley,  and  David  Baird, 
and  to  the  respective  officers  of  the  armies  employed  on  that  occasion 
against  the  enemy,  for  their  distinguished  and  meritorious  services.” 

“Resolved,  nemine  dissentiente,  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
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Parliament  assembled,  that  this  House  docs  highly  acknowledge  and 
approve  of  the  services  of  the  non-commissioiicd  officers  and  private 
soldiers  employed  against  the  enemy  in  the  late  glorious  and  decisive 
war  in  the  East  Indies  and  that  the  same  be  signified  to  them  by  the 
commanders  of  the  several  corps,  who  arc  desired  to  thank  them  for 
their  gallant  behaviour/' 


House  of  Commons 
Veneris  4  die  Octobris  1799 


'‘Resolved,  nemine  contra dicente*  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  the  Right  Hon’ble  Richard  Lord  Wellesley,  Earl  of  Mornington  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  Governor  General  of  the  British  posses¬ 
sions  in  the  East  Indies,  for  the  wisdom,  decision,  and  energy,  with 
which  he  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  his  station  from  the  time 
of  his  taking  upon  him  the  said  Government  to  the  glorious  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  late  ■  war  by  the  capture  of  Seringapatam  ;  during  which 
period,  by  opposing  to  the  perfidy  of  the  late  Sultaun  of  Mysore  a 
uniform  moderation,  dignity,  and  firmness,  and  by  counteracting  with 
equal  promptitude  and  ability  the  dangerous  intrigues  and  projects 
of  the  French,  particularly  by  destroying  their  power  and  influence  in 
the  Decan,  he  prepared  the  way  for  the  rapid  and  brilliant  opera¬ 
tions  carried  on  under  his  superintendance  and  direction,  the  result  of 
which  has  finally  disappointed  all  the  designs  of  our  enemies  in  that 
quarter,  and  has  established,  on  a  basis  of  permanent  security,  the  tran¬ 
quillity  and  prosperity  of  the  British  Empire  in  India/' 


“Resolved,  nemme  cojitradicente,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  the  Right  Hon'ble  Lord  Clive,  Governor  of  that  Settlement  of  Fort 
St.  George,  for  his  zealous  cordial  and  honorable  concurrence  in  for¬ 
warding  the  wise  and  dignified  views  of  the  Governor  General  in  Coun¬ 
cil,  by  which  he  has  furnished  a  salutary  and  memorable  example  of 
the  advantage  of  unanimity  and  concord  among  the  persons  employed 
in  high  stations  in  the  British  dominions  in  the  East  Indies,  and  has 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power  promoted  the  success  of  those  measures, 

from  which  the  most  important  public  benefits  have  resulted  to  this 
coiintry  c 


Resolved  contradicente,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 

Esqr.,  Governor  of  Bombay,  for  the  zeal  and 
for  X  T?/  ^onduct  m  preparing  the  army  of  that  Presidency 

HI  T  ^  t?  a^eeably  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor  General  in  Coun- 

succetX  aL  ?  materially  to  contribute  to  the 

successful  and  glorious  termination  of  the  late  war  in  India.” 

Resolved,  nemme  contradicente,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
o  Lieutenant  General  George  Harris  for  the  whole  of  his  abk  and 
meritorious  conduct  m  the  command  of  the  forces  of  His  Majesty  and 


*Unanimously. 
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of  the  East  India  Company,  during  the  late  glorious  and  decisive  war 
with  the  Sultaun  of  Mysore,  and  particularly  for  the  ability,  judgement, 
and  energy,  with  which  he  planned  and  directed  the  assault  of  Seringa- 
patam,  the  success  of  which  brilliant  achievement  has  so  highly  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  glory  of  the  British  name,  and  to  the  permanent  tran¬ 
quillity  of  our  possessions  in  the  East/' 

“Resolved  nemine  contradicente  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  Lieutenant  General  James  Stuart,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Bombay  Army,  which  so  gloriously  co-operated  in  the  success  of  the 
late  campaign  in  India,  and  also  to  Major  Generals  John  Floyd, 
Thomas  Bridges,  William  Popham,  James  Hartley,  and  David  Baird, 
and  to  the  respective  officers  of  the  armies  employed  on  that  occasion 
against  the  enemy  for  their  distinguished  and  meritorious  services/’ 

“Resolved  nemine  contradicente  that  this  House  doth  highly  approve  of 
and  acknowledge  the  services  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
private  soldiers  employed  against  the  enemy  in  the  late  glorious  and 
decisive  war  in  the  East  Indies,  and  that  the  same  be  signified  to  them 
by  the  commanders  of  the  several  corps  who  are  desired  to  thank  them 
for  their  gallant  behaviour/’ 

3.  You  will  observe  by  the  enclosed  London  Gazettes  of  the  30th  April, 
the  25th  May  and  the  20th  July  1799,  that  the  several  addresses  of  the  British 
inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  Madras  and  Bombay  have  been  presented  to  His 
Majesty,  and  which  His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  receive  very  graciously.  And 
we  annex  for  your  information,  and  for  the  information  of  those  under  your 
Presidency,  who  so  zealously  joined  in  the  voluntary  contributions  towards  the 
exigencies  of  the  State,  the  following  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
upon  that  subject. 


Veneris  12  die  Julie  1799 

“Resolved,  nemine  contradicente  that  this  House  doth  acknowledge  with 
great  satisfaction  the  Hberal  contributions  towards  the  exigencies  of  the 
State,  which  have  been  received,  not  only  from  all  classes  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  His  Majesty’s  subjects  in  Great  Britain,  but  also  from  those 
resident  in  the  British  territories  and  plantations  in  the  East  and  West 
Indies,  in  the  colonies  in  America,  and  in  foreign  countries”. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Step.  Lushington  /  Hugh  Inglis/ Abram 
Robarts  /  J.  Smith  Burges  /  Simon 
Fraser  /  John  Manship  /  Paul  Le  Mesu- 
rier  /  Thos.  Parry  /  George  Tatem  / 
John  Travers  /  W.  Devaynes  /  Thos.  T. 
Metcalfe  /  Chas.  Grau^  { S.  Toone. 


London, 

the  31st  October  J799, 
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LETTER  DATED  24  DECEMBER  1799 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  he  comviU7iicated  to  the  parties  for  the  victory 

at  Seringapatam. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  General  Court  on  the 
13th  instant  came  to  the  following  resolution  which  we  desire  may  he  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  parties  in  the  most  public  manner. 

At  a  General  Court  of  the  United  Compatiy  of  Merchants  of  England  fradm^ 
to  the  East  hidies  held  on  Wednesday  the  13th  November  1799, 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  the  Earl 
of  Mornington,  for  the  wisdom,  energy,  and  decision  displayed  by  him  in  the 
discharge  of  the  arduous  duty  of  Governor  General,  from  the  period  of  his 
arrival  in  India  until  the  glorious  and  happy  termination  of  the  late  war  in 
that  country ;  by  which  the  power  of  the  Sultan  of  Mysore  and  influence  of 
the  French  in  India  have  been  crushed ;  events,  which  promise  to  establish 
on  a  firm  basis,  the  tranquillity  and  security  of  the  British  dominions  in  India.” 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  the  Right 
Hon’ble  Lord  Clive,  Governor  of  Madras,  for  his  zealous  cooperation  with 
the  Earl  of  Mornington  in  the  measures  proposed  by  His  Lordship,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  exertions  which  he  made  for  equipping  the  Madras  Army  for 
those  operations  which  have  redounded  so  much  to  it's  honor  and  to  the 
interests  of  this  Company.” 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Jonathan 
Duncan  Esqr.,  Governor  of  Bombay,  for  the  zeal  and  promptitude  of  his  con¬ 
duct  in  preparing  the  army  of  that  Presidency  for  the  field,  whereby  it  was 
enabled  to  take  a  conspicuous  share  in  the  glorious  achievements  of  the  late 
campaign  against  the  Mysore  dominions.” 

Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  George  Harris,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  King's  and  Com¬ 
pany's  forces  employed  at  the  siege  of  Seringapatam,  for  the  very  able  and 
judicious  manner  in  which  the  attack  of  that  fortress  was  planned.” 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  the 
officers  of  the  King  s  and  Company's  forces  employed  in  the  assault  of  Seringa¬ 
patam  on  the  4th  May  1799  ;  for  the  rapidity,  animation  and  skill  which  they 
manifested  in  the  execution  of  this  important  service  ;  and  to  the  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers  and  privates  for  the  courage  and  intrepidity  of  their  conduct 
upon  that  brilliant  occasion  ;  and  especially  for  the  exeraplarv  humanity  dis¬ 
played  by  the  assaulting  party  under  circumstances  which  reflect  equal  honor 
on  their  discipline,  valour,  and  exalted  generosity.” 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  Stuart  for  his  able  conduct  in  the  command  of  the  Bombay 
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Army  previous  to  it’s  junction ;  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  that  army 
who  were  engaged  in  the  action  of  the  6th  March,  with  a  chosen  body  of  the 
troops  of  Tippo  Sultan,  for  their  able  and  spirited  conduct  upon  that 
occasion.” 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  Harris,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  King’s  and  Company’s 
forces  under  his  command,  for  the  great  and  important  services  rendered  to 
the  East  India  Company  throughout  the  whole  of  the  late  glorious  campaign, 
which  has  terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the  Company  and  the  nation  by 
affording  a  well-grounded  hope  that  the  peace  of  India  will  be  secured  on  a 
solid  and  lasting  foundation.” 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends. 

Step.  Lushington/Hugh  Inglis/W.  De- 
vaynes  /  George  Tatem  /  Thos.  Parry  / 
J.  Hunter  /  Thos.  J.  Metcalfe  /  Paul 
Le  Mesurier  /  John  Travers  /  W.  Bens- 
ley  /  Stepn.  Williams  /  Chas.  Grant  / 
London,  Chas.  Mills  /  W.  Elphinstone  /  Abram 

the  24th  December  1799.  Robarts  /  Simon  Fraser  /  J.  Manship. 
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LETTER  DATED  5  MARCH  1800 

Names  of  writers  appointed — William  Jones,  millwright,  permitted  to 
proceed  to  India  for  conducting  patent  packing  presses. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  24th 
December  1799. 

2.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency,  in 
further  part  of  the  number  we  last  season  (1798)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt., 
Messrs.  Robert  Haldane  Rattray,  Anthony  Blagrave,  George  James  Robarts, 
John  Wanchape,  Richard  Joseph  Powell,  John  William  Puller,  Andrew 
Gildart  Reid. 

3.  We  acquainted  you  in  our  letter  of  the  31st  October  last,  that  we 
had  appointed  Mr.  Henry  Clive  a  writer  for  your  Presidency  on  the  list  of 
this  season  (1799).  We  have  since  received  a  letter  from  that  gentleman, 
stating  that  particular  circumstances  induce  him  to  decline  proceeding  to  his 
appointment. 

4.  .We  have  resolved  to  appoint  seventeen  writers  for  your  Presidency 
this  season  (1799). 
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5.  Mr.  Charles  Stokes  has  our  permission  to  return  to  Bengal  as  a  free 
mariner, 

6.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  free 
mariners,  vizt.,  Thomas  Osborn,  William  Henry  Dunbar,  William  Howell 
James  Logan,  Ebenezer  Roebuck,  William  Franks  and  John  Harford. 

7.  Mr.  Joseph  Thomas  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to  Bengal,  and  to 
remain  there  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  his  private  concerns. 

8.  Mr.  William  Jones,  millwright,  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to 
India,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  patent  packing  presses,  which  we  have 
allowed  to  be  sent  out. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Stepn.  Lushington  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  J. 
Manship  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  Thos. 
Parry /John  Travers /Abram  Robarts/ 
J.  Hunter  /  S.  Toone  /  Paul  Lc  Mc- 
surier  /  J.  Smith  Burges  /  Stepn. 
London,  Williams  /  William  Thornton  /  G.  W 

the  5th  March  1800.  Thellusson. 
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LETTER  DATED  18  APRIL  1800 


Commanders  of  ships  ordered  riot  to  exercise  the  powers  vested  in  them 
by  letters  of  marque  in  any  port  or  harbour  without  the  consent  of  the  Local 
Governments  concerned. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  Sth 

March  last. 

2.  We  have  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency  vizt., 

Letters  in  the  Public  Department  dated  the  2nd  and  14th  Sep¬ 
tember  1799. 

Letters  in  the  PoUtical  Department  dated  the  12th  September  and 

27th  November  1799. 

Letters  m  the  Revenue  Department  24th  December  1798  and  31st 
October  1799. 

Letters  in  the  Judicial  Department  dated  24th  December  1798  and 
31st  October  1799. 

Letter  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  10th  September  1799. 

Letters  in  the  Separate  Department  (Salt,  Opium  and  Customs)  dated 
the  2nd  and  14th  September  1799. 

Letter  from  the  Governor  General  dated  the  4th  December  1799. 
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3.  We  have  appointed  Hugh  Inglis  Esqr.,  our  Deputy  Chairman, 
together  with  Sir  Francis  Baring  Bart.,  Jacob  Bosanquet  Esqr.,  Sir  Lionel 
Darell  Bart.,  William  Devaynes  Esqr.,  Sir  Stephen  Lushington  Bart.,  John 
Manship,  Thomas  Parry,  John  Roberts,  and  George  Tatem  Esqrs.,  to  be  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy  for  giving  the  necessary  directions  respecting  the  safety 
of  the  Company’s  shipping.  The  orders,  therefore,  of  any  three  of  the  said 
Committee  respecting  the  same  must  be  obeyed  with  the  greatest  punctuality. 

4.  Having  appointed  Hugh  Inglis  Esqr.,  Chairman,  David  Scott  Esqr., 
Deputy  Chairman  and  John  Manship  Esqr.,  during  the  present  direction,  to 
be  a  Secret  Committee  agreeably  to,  and  for  the  purposes  stated  in,  the  Acts 
of  the  24th,  26th,  and  33rd  of  His  present  Majesty,  we  hereby  direct  that  all 
orders  and  instructions  which  you  shall  receive  from  our  said  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee  be  observed  and  obeyed  with  the  same  punctuality  and  exactness  as 
though  they  had  been  signed  by  thirteen  or  more  Members  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  conformably  to  the  said  Acts. 

5.  It  having  been  represented  to  us  that  opinions  are  entertained  by  the 
commanders  and  others  in  our  service  that  the  possession  of  His  Majesty’s 
letters  of  marque,  which  all  our  ships  now  carry,  enables  them  to  make  prizes 
in  whatever  ports  or  places  they  may  discover  them,  even  in  defiance  of  the 
Company’s  delegated  authorities  in  those  places ;  and  instances  having 
occurred  of  commanders  actually  seizing  vessels,  under  such  circumstances  ; 
we  have  therefore  thought  it  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  maintain  that 
respect  which  is  due  to  the  Company’s  Governments,  to  give  the  most  posi¬ 
tive  directions  to  the  commanders  that,  notwithstanding  any  power  or  sup¬ 
posed  power,  which  they  may  possess  from  being  invested  with  letters  of 
marque,  they  shall,  on  no  account  whatever,  exercise  it  in  any  port  or  harbour 
at  any  of  our  settlements  in  India,  China  or  St.  Helena,  except  with  the 
knowledge  and  concurrence  of  our  respective  Governments,  on  pain  of  dis¬ 
missal  from  the  service. 

6.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Henry  Ramus  to  return  to  his  rank  in  our 
civil  service  at  your  Presidency. 

7.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in 
further  part  of  the  number  we  last  season  (1798)  agreed  to  send  thither, 
vizt.,  Messrs  Thomas  Perry,  William  Toone  Swettenham  (abroad),  William 
Raymond  Barker,  Robert  Mitford. 

8.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency,  in  part 
of  the  number  we  this  season  (1799)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt.,  Messrs. 
John  Ewer,  Alexander  Brewer  Tod. 

9.  Mr.  Wm.  Roxburgh  having  been  represented  to  us  as  peculiarly  well 
qualified,  from  his  education  and  natural  talents  in  the  botanical  line,  to 
assist  Dr.  Roxburgh  (his  father)  in  his  botanical  researches  at  your  Presidency, 
we  have  permitted  him  to  proceed  thither  for  that  purpose,  and  whilst  so 
employed,  you  will  grant  him  an  allowance,  not  exceeding  250  rupees  per 
month. 

10.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  William  Cator  to  proceed  to  Bengal  as  a 
free  merchant. 

11.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  William  Scott  to  proceed  to  Prince  of  Wales 
Island,  and  remain  there  three  years,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  affairs. 
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12.  Mr.  Thomas  Hutton  has  our  leave  to  return  to  India  as  a  free 
mariner. 

13.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as 
free  mariners,  vizt.,  Peter  Campbell,  George  Pantin,  Peter  Pavin,  Thomas 
Williams. 

14.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  having  occasion  to  send  a  quantity 
of  stores  to  India  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty's  ships  on  that  station,  and 
the  Company  not  having  any  spare  tonnage  for  the  same,  the  Navy  Board 
engaged  the  ships  Bellona,  586  tons,  James  Downie,  master,  and  the  Wellesley, 
802  tons,  John  Furrier,  master,  for  that  service,  and  we  have  accordingly 
granted  the  said  ships  our  licences  for  the  above  purpose,  a  copy  whereof  is 
herewith  transmitted,  by  which  you  will  perceive,  that  the  owners  have  en¬ 
gaged  that  the  ships  shall  be  wholly  laden  with  Government  stores,  that  they 
will  not  return  them  to  England  with  cargoes,  and  that  they  shall  be  sold 
in  India ;  but  you  will  understand  that  it  is  not  our  intention  to  deprive  the 
persons  who  may  purchase  the  ships  Bellona  and  Wellesley,  of  any  privilege 
which  ships  built  in  India  are  or  may  be  entitled  to. 

15.  Mr.  William  Toonc  Swettenham  whom  w^e  have  appointed  a  writer 
for  your  Presidency  on  the  list  of  season  1798  as  mentioned  in  the  7th  para¬ 
graph  of  this  letter  proceeded  last  season  on  board  the  ship  Minerva  as  a 
cadet  for  the  cavalry  in  Bengal. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  D.  Scott  /  J.  Manship  / 
Stepn.  Lushington  /  J.  Baring  /  Joseph 
Cotton  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  Edw. 
Parry  /  S.  Toone  /  Simon  Fraser  /  John 
Roberts  /  Thos.  Parry  /  R.  Thornton  / 
George  Tatem  /  Thos.  J.  Metcalfe. 
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LETTER  DATED  7  MAY  1800 

Appreciation  of  Sir  John  Shore^s  services  in  India — plan  for  construction 
and  repair  of  all  pilot  sloops  through  the  agency  of  the  Company's  own 
officers — postal  reforms— -plants  procured  from  Eastern  Islands. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  18th  April 

2.  We  shall  now  reply  to  your  several  dispatches  in  the  Public  Depart¬ 
ment,  premising  that  such  parts  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  February  1798, 
as  required  an  answer  have  already  been  replied  to. 


London, 

the  18th  April  1800. 
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Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department 
dated  16th  March  1798 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2)  Referring  to  the  minute  of  Sir 
John  Shore  (now  Lord  Teignmouth) 
upon  his  resignation. 


(3)  Mentions  Lieutenant  General 
Harris  having  taken  charge  of  the 
Government  of  Madras  upon  the  de¬ 
parture  of  Lord  Hobart. 


(4)  Supracargoes  at  Canton  have 
been  desired  to  communicate  infor¬ 
mation  respecting  the  nature  and 
amount  of  their  transfer  debt. 

(5-11)  Proposal  for  a  treaty  with 
the  King  of  Acheen. 


(12)  The  usual  pension  granted  to 
a  mate  in  the  pilot  service. 

(13-18)  Relative  to  payment  being 
demanded  on  certain  bonds,  the  pro- 


3.  Needs  no  reply. 

4.  We  have  already  expressed  our 
opinion  of  the  merits  and  services  of 
Sir  John  Shore  (now  Lord  Teign¬ 
mouth)  during  the  period  in  which  he 
held  the  important  situation  of  Gover¬ 
nor  General,  and  since  his  arrival  in 
Europe  we  have  come  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  which  was  communi¬ 
cated  to  his  Lordship  in  person — 
''Resolved  unanimously  that  the 
thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  the 
Right  Honorable  Lord  Teignmouth, 
for  his  long,  able  and  faithful  ser¬ 
vices  in  India ;  and  particularly  for 
his  distinguished  merit  and  attention 
in  the  administration  of  every  branch 
of  the  Company’s  afEairs  during  the 
period  in  which  he  held  the  office  of 
Governor  General  of  Bengal.” 

5.  Lord  Hobart  has  likewise  re¬ 
ceived  our  thanks  in  the  following 
resolution — “Resolved  that  tlie  thanks 
of  this  Court  be  given  to  the  Right 
Hon’ble  Robert  Lord  Hobart  for  his 
conduct  during  his  Government  of 
Fort  St.  George.” 

6.  Needs  no  reply. 


7.  We  have  perused  the  letter 
from  the  Superintendant  of  Prince  of 
Wales  Island,  dated  the  20th  Septem¬ 
ber,  1797,  and  for  the  reasons  which 
you  have  assigned,  approve  of  your 
having  declined  to  enter  into  the  pro¬ 
posed  treaty  with  the  King  of  Acheen. 

8.  Needs  no  reply. 

9.  Aheady  replied  to  in  the  84th- 
89th  paragraphs  of  our  letter  in  the 
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perty  of  Mr  Peter  Moore,  amounting 
to  sicca  rupees  (169,913-12-6)  one  lac 
sixty  nine  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirteen,  twelve  ’  annas,  and  six 
pies. 

(19)  Advising  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 

Answer  to  the  letter  in 
dated  17  th 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(3-5)  Relative  to  the  appointment 
of  Lieut  Genl.  Sir  Alured  Clarke  to  be 
acting  Governor  General,  and  advis¬ 
ing  of  their  resolution  that  Mr, 
Graham  should  not  be  summoned  to 
a  seat  in  Council. 


(6-8)  Supplies  to  China  from  Fort 
St.  George. 

(9-12)  Fort  St.  George  finances. 
(13-17)  Bombay  finances. 

(18  and  19)  Supplies  to  Fort  Marl¬ 
borough. 


Public  Department  dated  5th  June 
1799. 


10.  Needs  no  reply. 

the  Public  Department^ 

May  1798 

11.  Needs  no  reply. 

12.  Your  Advocate  General,  Mr. 
Burrows,  has,  in  his  letter  of  the  17th 
March  1798,  in  consequence  of  the 
reference  which  was  made  to  him,  on 
the  resignation  of  Sir  John  Shore, 
given  a  just  and  proper  construction 
upon  our  resolution  and  orders  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  provisional  appointment 
of  Sir  Alured  Clarke  to  the  station  of 
Governor  General  until  the  arrival  of 
Lord  Mornington,  or  during  his  occa¬ 
sional  absence  at  cither  of  the  other 
Presidencies.  Whatever  doubts  might 
have  been  entertained  as  to  the  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  latter  part  of  that 
provisional  appointment,  the  same 
have  been  effectually  removed  by 
Lord  Mornington’s  nomination,  pre¬ 
vious  to  his  departure  for  Madras,  of 
Sir  Alured  Clarke  to  be  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  and  Deputy  Governor  of  Fort 
William  during  his  Lordship’s  ab¬ 
sence,  as  advised  in  your  letter  of  the 
25th  of  December  1798  ;  and  as  nei¬ 
ther  of  these  appointments  occasion¬ 
ed  any  actual  vacancy  in  the  Council 
at  your  Presidency,  we  approve  of 
your  resolution  of  the  17th  March 
1798  respecting  Mr.  Graham. 

13.  These  subjects  have  been 
^  noticed  in  our  dispatches  to  Madras 

and  Bombay. 

14.  We  approve  of  your  determi¬ 
nation  upon  the  subject  mentioned 
in  these  paragraphs. 
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(20  and  21)  Commander  of  His 
Majesty’s  ship“  UOiseaii  advanced 
sicca  rupees  1,20,042  for  the  repairs  of 
his  ship  for  bills  on  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  Navy. 

(22-28)  Three  new  vessels  neces¬ 
sary  to  complete  the  Marine  estab¬ 
lishment,  new  plan  for  performing  all 
ship-builders  work,  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  Master  Builder. 


15.  These  bills  have  come  to  hand 
and  have  been  discharged  by  the 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s 
Navy. 

16.  We  entertain  very  serious 
doubts  whether  the  plan  proposed  by 
your  Marine  Board,  for  the  future 
construction  and  repah  of  all  pilot 
sloops  etc.,  and  builders’  work  of 
every  description  through  the  agency 
of  the  Company’s  own  officers,  will  be 
ultimately  productive  of  any  saving 
of  expense  in  that  branch  of  the  ser¬ 
vice.  On  the  contrary  we  are  appre¬ 
hensive  that  it  may  lead  to  charges  in 
their  nature  at  present  incalculable. 
We  are  not  convinced  by  the  argu¬ 
ments  adduced  in  the  minute  of  the 
Marine  Board  that  the  building  of 
pilot  sloops  and  other  vessels  by  con¬ 
tract,  as  well  as  the  principal  repairs 
required  for  them  being  likewise  exe¬ 
cuted  by  the  ship  builder,  as  former¬ 
ly,  is  not  the  most  seconomical  mode 
of  executing  the  business,  under  pro¬ 
per  regulations  for  preventing  impo¬ 
sition.  Neither  do  we  perceive  the 
impracticability  of  regulating  the  ex¬ 
pense  incurred  by  the  small  repahs  to 
pilot  sloops  etc.,  executed  by  the 
Master  Attendant  and  Naval  Store¬ 
keeper.  But  as  no  computation  has 
yet  been  made  of  the  expense  of  the 
outlay  that  will  be  required  in  the 
execution  of  the  plan,  and  as  die  de¬ 
tails  of  the  arrangements  for  carrying 
it  into  effect  have  not  yet  been 
framed,  we  direct  that  no  further  ex¬ 
pense  on  that  account  be  incurred 
without  our  previous  approbation. 

17.  As  the  construction  of  the  two 
pilot  vessels  and  the  anchor  and 
buoy  boat  upon  the  new  plan,  under 
the  superintendance  of  Mr.  Waddel, 
is  avowedly  but  an  experiment,  we 
further  direct  that  upon  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  these  vessels  and  boats  you  ac¬ 
quaint  us  with  their  actual  cost. 
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(29-32)  Report  of  the  Master  Atten¬ 
dant  and  pilots  on  the  utility  of  the 
new  spiral  buoys. 


(33)  Stationery. 

(34  and  35)  Mention  Mr.  Brown, 


including  all  charges  whatsoever,  and 
that  you  further  afford  us  every  pos¬ 
sible  information  and  calculation  to 
enable  us  to  come  to  a  final  decision 
upon  a  proposition,  which  upon  the 
first  view  of  it  appears  likely  to  entail 
a  very  heavy  and  unnecessary  perma¬ 
nent  expense  upon  the  Company. 

18.  The  opinion  of  the  Master 
Attendant,  and  the  reports  of  the 
nine  branch  pilots,  referred  to  in 
these  paragraphs,  on  the  subject  of 
the  spiral  buoys  lately  constructed  in 
the  Bengal  river,  though  they  speak 
generally  as  to  their  contributing 
very  much  to  lessen  the  dangers  of 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  arc  not 
so  explicit  as  to  enable  us  to  deter¬ 
mine  upon  the  amount  of  the  reward 
to  be  given  to  the  inventor,  Mr. 
Michael  Logan,  by  whom  a  memorial 
has  been  submitted  to  our  considera¬ 
tion.  In  the  letter  from  the  Marine 
Board  of  the  10th  April  1798,  which 
accompanied  the  before-mentioned 
opinions  of  the  Master  Attendant 
and  pilots,  it  is  observed  that  “the 
buoys  were  laid  on  the  10th  and  11th 
November  last  (1797)  and  it  remains 
for  us  to  see  the  effects  of  the  strong 
winds  and  tides  of  the  south  west 
monsoon,  and  that  they  should  lay 
one  year  complete  before  we  make  our 
final  report”.  We  shall  therefore 
postpone  our  determination  upon 
Mr.  Logan's  memorial  until  the  final 
report  of  the  Marine  Board  upon  his 
invention  shall  be  transmitted  to  us. 
In  consideration,  however,  of  the 
general  good  which,  from  the  report 
of  the  Master  Attendant,  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  derived,  and  of  the  utility 
already  experienced  from  them,  we 
approve  of  your  having  authorized 
the  construction  of  two  more  buoys 
to  be  laid  in  the  eastern  channel,  as 
advised  in  these  paragraphs. 

19.  Needs  no  reply. 

20.  In  your  subsequent  dispatch 
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the  reporter  of  external  commerce, 
having  tendered  his  services  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  statistical  account  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  districts  in  Bengal  as  far  as  res¬ 
pects  their  trade  and  population. 


(36)  A  pension  of  rupees  (7)  seven 
a  month  to  the  widow  of  Rahoop, 
who  screed  as  a  Jemautdar  in  the  ex¬ 
port  warehouse. 

(37  and  38)  Complaint  against  the 
commander  of  the  Royal  Admiral  for 
damage  done  to  a  boat  at  Diamond 
Harbour  to  the  amount  of  (68)  sixty 
eight  rupees. 

(39)  Enclosing  a  list  of  books 
necessary  for  the  church. 

(40)  A  subscription  in  the  name  of 
the  Company  for  one  hundred 
copies  of  Mr.  Gladwin’s  Dissertation 
on  the  Rhetoric,  Prosody  and  Rhyme 
of  the  Persians. 

(41)  Advising  the  state  of  the 
treasury. 


of  the  3 1st  July  1798,  you  have  re¬ 
ferred  us  to  the  first  section  of  Mr, 
Brown’s  report  upon  this  subject,  and 
we  are  advised  that  the  remaining 
sections  will  be  transmitted  as  you 
receive  them.  Of  the  merit  of  the 
work,  we  shall  not  form  an  opinion 
until  it  be  complete. 

21.  We  confirm  the  pension  of 
(7)  seven  rupees  a  month  to  the 
widow  of  Rahoop  in  consideration  of 
the  long  services  of  her  husband  as  a 
Je^nautdar  in  the  export  warehouse. 

22.  Need  no  reply. 


23.  We  shall  comply  with  your  re¬ 
quest  contained  in  this  paragraph. 

24.  We  approve  of  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  the  work  named  in  this  para¬ 
graph,  fifty  copies  of  which,  when 
completed,  are  to  be  transmitted  to 
us. 

25.  Needs  no  reply. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Departmefitj 
dated  31st  July  1798 


(1)  Mentions  the  state  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2)  Forwarding  proceedings.  y  26.  Need  no  reply. 

(3-9)  Acknowledging  the  receipt 

of*  and  answer  in  part  to,  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  18th  October  1797. 

(10-11)  Requesting  the  Court’s  27.  Already  replied  to. 
attention  to  that  part  of  the  Advocate 
General’s  letter  of  the  17th  March 
1798,  which  relates  to  the  case  of  the 
Governor  General  having  occasion  to 
visit  either  of  the  other  Presi¬ 
dencies. 

(12)  Answer  to  the  Court’s  letter 

of  the  1 8th  October  concluded.  y  28.  Need  no  reply. 

(13)  Mentions  the  arrival  of  the  :  c;  '  *  N 

Earl  of  Mornington. 

Vol.  XIII— 10 
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(14  &  15)  Advising  the  mode  pro¬ 
posed  for  encouraging  subscriptions 
to  the  decennial  loan. 

(16  and  17)  Measures  taken  for 
the  relief  of  the  Fort  St.  George 
finances. 

(18  and  19)  Endeavors  for  expedit¬ 
ing  the  transmission  to  England  of 
the  Madras  General  Books  and 
accounts. 

(20)  Dispatches  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Bombay  intended  for  the 
Raymond  and  Woodcot  forwarded  by 
the  Busbridge  and  Earl  Camden. 

(21  and  22)  Bombay  finances. 

(23  and  24)  New  establishment  for 
the  Nonsuch  frigate. 


(25-27)  Referring  to  the  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  commander  of  the 


29.  You  have  not  yet  reported  to 
us  the  effect  of  the  measure  advised 
in  these  paragraphs. 

30.  Wc  approve  of  the  mode 
adopted  by  you  for  the  relief  of  the 
finances  of  the  Madras  Government. 

31.  Wc  approve  of  your  endea¬ 
vors  for  expediting  the  transmission 
to  England  of  the  General  Books  and 
accounts  of  the  Madras  Presidency. 

32.  Needs  no  reply. 


33.  Noticed  in  our  dispatches  to 
the  Government  of  Bombay. 

34.  Wc  approve  of  the  amended 
establishment  for  the  Nonsuch,  as 
proposed  by  your  Marine  Board, 
thereby  effecting  a  saving  of  sicca 
rupees  (5,220)  five  thousand  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  per  annum.  A  part 
of  this  saving  is  effected,  we  observe, 
by  a  reduction  of  the  Europeans  and 
an  increase  of  the  natives  serving  on 
board ;  and  we  concur  in  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  remark  of  the  Marine 
Board,  in  their  letter  proposing  the 
alteration,  that  it  may  hereafter  be¬ 
come  an  object  of  importance  to 
have  natives  trained  for  service  in 
ships  of  war,  in  the  event  of  it’s  be¬ 
coming  necessary  to  extend  the  estab¬ 
lishment,  when  the  number  of  natives 
that  may  be  required  would  probably 
not  always  be  procurable,  while  the 
recruiting  of  Europeans  will  ever  be 
matter  of  difficulty  and  uncertainty, 
and  the  obtaining  them  must  at  all 
times  interfere  with  the  Europe  ships. 
The  employment  of  natives  on  ship 
board  may  be  eligible  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent,  but  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
number  of  Europeans  on  ships  of  war 
ought  to  be  double  that  [of]  the 
natives. 

35.  We  approve  of  the  general  ins¬ 
tructions  which  were  given  to  the 
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Nonsuch  and  mentioning  the  en¬ 
couragement  held  out  to  the  com¬ 
mander,  officers  and  crew  to  exert 
themselves  against  the  enemy. 

(28)  Referring  to  a  regulation  for 
determining  the  cases  in  which  ships 
are  to  be  charged  with  double 
pilotage. 

(29  and  31)  Transmitting  pro¬ 
ceedings  relative  to  the  capture  of  the 
Woodcot  and  the  loss  of  the  Princess 
Amelia, 

(32)  Referring  to  a  statement  of 
the  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
Crown  on  account  of  gunpowder  sent 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

(33  and  34)  Mr.  Brown’s  statistical 
report. 

(35-38)  Revision  of  the  Post  Office 
establishment. 


commander  of  the  Nonsuch  frigate 
and  of  the  encouragement  held  out 
to  the  officers  and  crew  to  exert  them¬ 
selves  against  the  enemy  as  mention¬ 
ed  in  these  paragraphs. 

36.  We  likewise  approve  of  the 
rule  proposed  by  your  Marine  Board 
for  determining  the  cases  in  which 
ships  are  to  be  charged  with  double 
pilotage. 


^  37.  Need  no  reply. 


38.  Already  replied  to. 

39.  Your  proceedings  referred  to 
in  this  and  in  your  subsequent  dis¬ 
patch  of  the  25th  December  1798,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Post  Office  Department, 
with  a  view  of  rendering  it  a  produc¬ 
tive  source  of  revenue  instead  of  a 
charge  on  the  Company’s  finances, 
have  been  perused  and  we  approve 
of  the  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  for  the  accomplishment  of 
so  desirable  an  object.  As  you  have 
acquainted  us  that  the  subject  will 
be  again  brought  under  our  consi¬ 
deration  in  the  report  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor  General  on  die  reform  of  the 
public  estabhshments  and  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  revenue,  we  think: 
it  needless  at  present  to  notice  in  de¬ 
tail  the  several  arrangements  that 
have  been  made  in  this  Department. 
We  deem  it  proper,  however,  to  re¬ 
mark  that  in  estimating  the  amount 
of  the  improvement  of  the  public 
revenue  from  these  arrangements  at 
sicca  rupees  (1,49,546)  one  lack  forty 
nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty 
six,  including  the  annual  loss  hereto¬ 
fore  sustained  under  the  head  of  the 
Post  Office,  some  inaccuracy  seems  to 
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(39)  Relative  to'  Mr.  Smith,  the 
nursery  man,  having  been  sent  to  the 
Eastern  Islands  for  die  purpose  of  col¬ 
lecting  plants  of  the  nutmeg,  clove 
and  other  spice  trees,  and  referring  to 
lists  of  the  plants  which  he  has  sent 
to  England  and  to  difEerent  parts  of 
India. 


have  arisen.  In  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  investigate 
this  business,  of  the  10th  September 
1798,  the  amount  in  which  the  former 
expenditure  exceeded  the  receipts  for 
postage  is  stated  at  sicca  rupees 
(96,000)  ninety  six  thousand  per 
annum ;  whereas  the  Post  Master 
General,'  in  his  letter  of  the  8th 
December  1797,  states  the  average 
loss  upon  a  medium  of  six  years  from 
1791  to  1797  at  only  sicca  rupees 
(27,254)  twenty  seven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  four,  which  reduces 
the  total  amount  of  the  expected  im¬ 
provement  to  sicca  rupees  (79,494) 
seventy  nine  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ninety  four.  We,  therefore,  de¬ 
sire  an  explanation  upon  this  point. 

40.  We  very  much  commend  the 
attention  which  has  been  given  to  the 
interesting  subject  of  procuring  from 
the  Eastern  Islands,  plants  of  the  nut¬ 
meg,  clove  and  other  spice  trees,  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  the  culti¬ 
vation  thereof  into  the  Company’s 
territories,  and  wc  approve  of  the 
measure  advised  in  your  subsequent 
dispatch  of  the  25th  December  1798 
of  sending  Mr.  Smith,  nursery  man, 
to  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  the  soil 
and  climate  of  which  are  represented 
to  correspond  with  the  soil  and 
climate  of  Banda,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  plantation  at  that  island, 
and  of  his  having  been  again  instruct¬ 
ed  to  proceed  to  the  eastward  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  a  further  sup¬ 
ply  of  useful  plants  and  seeds  for  the 
several  Presidencies. 

41.  By  the  letter  from  the  acting 
Superintendant  at  the  Botanical  Gar¬ 
den  of  the  11th  October  1798,  we 
observe  that  he  is  not  very  sanguine  in 
the  hope  that  the  cultivation  of  the 
nutmeg  will  succeed  in  Bengal.  He 
recommends,  however,  an  experiment 
being  made  in  the  southern  districts, 
in  which,  if  any,  it  is  most  likely  to 
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succeed,  to  which  recommendation 
we  trust  you  have  given  due  atten¬ 
tion.  We  further  observe  by  the 
same  letter,  that  although  the  endea¬ 
vors  to  preserve  the  clove  plants 
have  hitherto  almost  totally  failed, 
the  Superintendant  recommends 
another  effort  to  attain  it. 

42.  We  have  likewise  attended  to 
the  representations  relative  to  the 
species  of  palm  tree,  called  by  the 
Malays  eyoo^  or  gometOj  so  highly 
esteemed  by  the  Dutch,  on  account 
of  the  strong  and  durable  cables  and 
cordage  which  are  made  of  it,  and  for 
it’s  other  uses,  and  approve  of  the 
directions  that  have  been  given  for 
making  a  trial  of  this  tree  at  your 
Presidency.  Of  the  progress  of  these 
several  botanical  experiments,  we 
direct  that  you  keep  us  constantly  ad¬ 
vised,  omitting  no  measures  for  giv¬ 
ing  them  a  fair  chance  of  cultivation 
[in]  our  own  possessions. 

’(40)  Advising  the  state  of  the  treasury.  43.  Needs  no  reply. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  29th  September  1798 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2)  Forwarding  proceedings. 

(3)  Acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
the  Court’s  letters  of  the  26th  of 
January  and  the  2nd  March  1798. 

(4-11)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  the  beforementioned  dates, 

(12)  Advising  that  the  sum  of 
sicca  rupees  21,714  has  been  advanced 
for  the  repairs  of  His  Majesty’s  fri¬ 
gate  La  Virginie  for  bills  on  the 
Navy  Board. 

(13  and  14)  Complaint  against 
Captain  Kempt  of  the  Lascelles^  for 
forcibly  carrying  away  to  sea  a 
number  of  batta  lascars. 


44.  Need  no  reply 


45.  These  bills  have  come  to  hand 
and  have  been  discharged  by  the 
Commissioners  of  .  His  Majesty’s 
Navy. 

46.  We  have  perused  the  proceed¬ 
ings  referred  to  in  these  paragraphs 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Francis  Kempt  of  the  Lascelles  in 
carrying  several  batta  lascars  from 
Bengal  on  board  his  ship  against 
their  consent,  and  have  dismissed 
him  from  the  Company’s  service. 
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(15)  Referring  to  the  proceedings 
of  a  court  of  enquiry  on  the  conduct 
of  Lieut.  Lawrence,  for  having  suffer¬ 
ed  the  Brisk  tender  to  be  captured  by 
two  French  frigates  in  the  Madras 
roads. 

(16)  Regulations  for  preventing 
disputes  amongst  the  branch  pilots 
etc. 

(17)  The  Bombay  frigate  to  be 
employed  during  the  approaching 
north  east  monsoon  in  cruizing  for 
the  protection  of  the  trade. 

(18)  Advising  several  appoint-  " 
ments. 

(19)  Mentions  the  death  of  S.  M.  ' 
Taylor,  1st  Assistant  to  the  Resident 
at  Lucknow. 


47.  The  result  of  these  proceed¬ 
ings,  we  observe,  was  that  no  miscon¬ 
duct  could  be  attributed  to  Lieute¬ 
nant  Lawrence  on  account  of  this 
capture. 

48.  We  approve  of  the  regulations 
for  the  pilot  service,  upon  the  points 
mentioned  in  this  paragraph. 

49.  We  also  approve  of  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  Bombay  frigate  in 
the  manner  pointed  out  in  this  para¬ 
graph,  and  of  your  resolution  respect¬ 
ing  the  allowances  to  her  officers  and 
men. 


50.  Need  no  reply. 


(20  and  21)  Advising  the  progress  " 
in  Mr.  Gilchrist’s  Hindostannee  Dic¬ 
tionary  and  that  the  subscription 

had  been  augmented  from  fifty  to  51.  We  approve  of  your  deter- 
sixty  rupees.  ^  mination  upon  the  points  mentioned 

(22  and  23)  Mentions  the  subscrip-  in  these  paragraphs, 
tion  on  the  Company’s  account  to 
another  work  of  Mr.  Gilchrist  entitl¬ 
ed  “The  Oriental  Linguist.” 

(24)  Advising  the  state  of  the  trea-  52.  Needs  no  reply, 
sury. 

53.  In  answer  to  your  letter  in  the  Public  Department  of  the  27th  Novem¬ 
ber  1798,  you  have  already  been  acquainted  that  the  loyal  address  of  the  British 
inhabitants  of  Calcutta  therein  referred  to,  has  been  presented  to  His  Majesty 
and  most  graciously  received.  We  have  likewise  communicated  to  you  the 
resolution  of  the  Honorable  [House]  of  Commons  on  the  subject  of  the  volun¬ 
tary  contribution  made  at  and  under  your  Presidency  in  support  of  His 
Majesty’s  Government. 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Public  Department, 
dated  25th  December  1798 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  two  ^ 
last  dispatches. 

(2)  Transmitting  consultations. 

(3)  Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  ^  54.  Need  no  reply, 

the  Court’s  letters  of  the  25th  May 

and  6th  June  1798. 

(4-51)  In  answer  to  part  of  the 
Court’s  letter  of  25th  May, 
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(52-55)  In  answer  to  that  part  of 
the  Court’s  letter  of  25th  May  res¬ 
pecting  the  profanation  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath,  and  the  prevalence  of  luxury 
and  dissipation  in  the  principal  settle¬ 
ments. 


(56-72)  Answer  to  the  Court’s  letter 
of  the  25th  May  continued. 

(73  and  74)  Relative  to  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  Governor  General  for 
the  revision  of  the  public  establish¬ 
ments,  and  that,  upon  his  Lordship’s 
return  from  Madras,  the  whole 
arrangement  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Court. 

(75-90)  Answer  to  the  Court’s  letter  '' 
of  25th  May  1798  concluded. 

(91  and  92)  In  answer  to  the  ^ 
Court’s  letter  of  6th  June  1798. 

(93  and  94)  Relative  to  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  Sir  Alured  Clarke  to  be 
Vice-President  and  Deputy  Governor 
of  Fort  William  during  the  absence 
of  the  Governor  General. 

(95)  Sinking  Fund. 


(96)  Advising  that  the  twelve  per 
cent  loan  closed  on  the  20th  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  that  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  12  per  cent  notes  would 
be  received  at  par  in  payment  of  subs¬ 
criptions  to  the  decennial  loan. 

(97)  Mentions  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Clive  at  Fort  St.  George  the  21st 
August. 

(98-100)  Fort  St.  George  finances.  1 

(101-111)  Bombay  finances. 


55.  We  very  much  approve  of 
your  proceedings  upon  the  serious 
and  important  subjects  noticed  in 
these  paragraphs,  with  a  firm  reli¬ 
ance  upon  your  constant  endeavors, 
both  by  precept  and  example,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  cause  of  religion  and 
morality, 

56.  Need  no  reply. 

57.  We  shall  anxiously  expect  to 
be  advised  of  the  result  of  your  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  consequence  of  the  propo¬ 
sal  of  the  Marquis  Wellesley  for  a  re¬ 
vision  of  the  public  establishments 
under  your  Presidency. 


58.  Need  no  reply. 


59.  Already  replied  to. 


60.  We  have  already  given  you 
our  directions  on  this  subject  in  our 
letter  of  the  12th  June  1799. 

61.  We  have  not  yet  been  advised 
of  the  effect  of  this  measure. 


62.  Needs  no  reply. 


63.  In  the  present  prosperous  situa¬ 
tion  of  our  affairs  in  India,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  late  glorious  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  Mysore  war,  we  look  to 
effectual  relief  to  the  financial  em¬ 
barrassments  of  our  Fort  St,  George 
and  Bombay  Presidencies  under  an 
aeconomical  system  of  management. 
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:  (112)  Mentions  the  having  autho¬ 
rized  the  China  supracargoes  to  re¬ 
ceive  fifteen  lacks  of  rupees  into  their 
treasury  in  specie  for  bills  on  Bengal. 


(113)  Advising  that  the  Hon’ble 
Frederick  North  took  charge  of  the 
Government  of  Ceylon  on  the  12th 
October. 

(114-118)  Appointment  of  Mr. 
Gilchrist  to  be  teacher  of  the 
country  ^  languages  to  the  junior 
servants. 


64.  Sensible  as  you  must  be  of  the 
great  importance  of  our  China  trade, 
we  need  not  urge  the  necessity  of 
your  continuing  to  furnish  every 
necessary  supply  to  our  Canton  trea¬ 
sury  as  an  object  of  your  constant 
attention. 

65.  Needs  no  reply. 


66.  We  have  perused  the  Governor 
GeneraFs  minute,  referred  to  in  these 
paragraphs,  and  approve  of  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  Mr.  Gilchrist,  in  giving- 
lessons  to  our  junior  servants  in  the 
Hindostanee  and  Persian  languages 
upoii  the  terms  therein  mentioned. 
Sensible  as  we  are  of  the  great 
importance  of  our  servants  in  general 
obtaining  a  proficiency  in  the 
country  languages,  as  well  as  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  code  of 
regulations  and  laws  which  has  been 
recently  established,  in  order  to 
qualify  them  for  the  several  offices 
in  the  Judicial,  Revenue  and  Com¬ 
mercial  Departments,  we  have  further 
to  signify  our  approbation  of  the 
arrangement  intended  by  his  Lord- 
ship  upon  a  more  extensive  plan,  on 
the  principles  laid  down  in  the  public 
notification  annexed  to  the  Governor 
GeneraFs  minute  beforementioned,  to 
commence  with  the  year  1801. 


(119)  Noticing  several  removals  " 
and  appointments. 

(120-122)  Several  persons  per¬ 
mitted  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  and 
ultimately  to  Europe  for  the  recovery  ^ 
of  their  health. 

(123)  A  buoy  long  boat  converted 
into  a  pilot  schooner  and  the  Aber- 

cromhie  schooner  into.  -  buoy  lone:  -vt  , 

5oat  ^  ^  ^  67.  Need  no  reply. 

(124  and“  125)  Several  persons 
belonging  to  the  pilot  establishment 
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placed  on  the  pension  list ;  likewise 
a  pension  to  a  pilot’s  widow, 

(126)  Noticing  the  assistance 
afforded  by  Captain  Cooke  of  His 
Majesty’s  ship  La  Sybille,  in  fitting 
out  the  Earl  Howe  and  Princess  Char¬ 
lotte  as  armed  ships. 

(127)  An  advance  sicca  rupees  53,  68.  These  hills  have  come  to  hand 

708  to  Captain  Cooke  for  repairing  .  and  have  been  discharged  by  the 
His  Majesty’s  ship  La  Sybille,  for  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s 
bills  on  the  Navy  Board.  Navy. 

(128-134)  Post  Office.  69.  Already  replied  to. 

(135-137)  Stationery. 

(138)  A  seaman  belonging  to  the 
Henry  Dundas  who  was  left  behind 

sick,  permitted  to  go  home  as  a  ,  - 

charterparty  passenger  on  the  Duke  ^  70.  Need  no  reply. 

of  Montrose. 

(139)  Referring  to  a  statement  of 
the  funds  of  the  Hospital  for  Natives, 
with  a  return  of  patients. 

(140-145)  Spice  plants.  71.  Already  replied  to. 

(146)  Advising  the  state  of  the  72.  Needs  no  reply, 

treasury. 

73.  Captain  George  Romaine,  .commander  of  the  Company’s  armed 
ship  Cornwallis^  who  was  appointed  by  you  to  convoy  the  Triton  from 
Madras  and  Pondicherry  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  eventually  to 
St.  Helena  and  to  Europe,  having  performed  that  service  to  our  entire 
satisfaction,  we  have  been  induced  to  place  the  Cornwallis  under  the  orders 
of  our  Secret  Committee.  Should  the  service  entrusted  to  him  by  that  Com¬ 
mittee  be  executed  with  equal  attention  and  good  conduct,  so  as  to  merit 
your  approbation,  we  direct  that^..for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trusts 
reposed  in  him,  both  here  and  at  Fort  St.  George,  you  afford  him  such 
pecuniary  gratification  a^  he  may  appear  to  you  to  deserve. 

74.  The  health  of  Mr.  Rich.  Becher  being  re-established,  for  the 
recovery  of  which  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  remaining  in  England 
until  this  season,  we  have  permitted  him  to  return  to  his  duty  in  our  civil 
service  at  your  Presidency  without  prejudice  to  his  rank. 

75.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  John  Thornhill  to  return  to  his  rank  in 
our  civil  service  at  your  Presidency. 

76.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency  in 
further  part  of  the  number  we  lasn  season  (1798)  agreed  to  send  thither, 
vizt.,  Messrs.  Charles  Lushington  (permitted  to  remain  in  England  till  next 
season),  John  Digby,  Clothworthy  Gowan,  Thomas  Henry  Graham. 

77.  Having  thought  fit  to  appoint  Messrs  Richard  HaU,  Samuel  Peach, 
Francis  Turnlv,  Thomas  Fitzhugh  and  James  Drummond  to  be  a  Select 
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Committee  of  supracargos  with  full  powers  to  transact  the  Company’s 
business  in  China,  we  direct  that  you  address  the  said  Committee  whenever 
our  affairs  shall  render  it  necessary  for  you  to  correspond  with  our  servants 
at  Canton. 

78.  We  have  appointed  Messrs  George  Sparkes,  Thomas  Charles  Pattle, 
Henry  Baring,  John  William  Roberts,  Robert  Money,  William  Bramston, 
and  John  Fullarton  Elphinstone,  to  be  supracargos  under  our  said  Select 
Committee. 

79.  Being  desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  the  hemp  and  flax  of  this 
country  possess  properties  in  any  degree  superior  to  the  sorts  at  present  in 
cultivation  in  the  provinces  under  your  Government,  we  forwarded  you  on 
the  Kent  a  quantity  of  seed,  and  direct  that  you  furnish  Mr.  George  Sinclair 
with  such  portion  as  he  may  require  for  the  purpose  of  experiment,  and 
distribute  the  remainder  in  such  way  as  you  may  deem  most  likely  to  meet 
our  views.  The  result  must  be  accurately  reported  to  us,  and  of  such 
experiments  as  may  be  made  in  our  Botanical  Garden,  we  wish  for  informa¬ 
tion  as  soon  as  the  necessary  time  will  allow. 

80.  We  forward  you  on  the  Kent  a  box  containing  twenty  plain  copies, 
and  one  coloured,  of  the  second  number  of  the  second  volume  of  the 
publication  of  Plants  of  the  Coast  of  Coromandel,  which  you  will  dispose  of 
agreeably  to  our  former  instructions. 

81.  Having  of  late  experienced  much  inconvenience  by  your  not  having 
furnished  us  from  time  to  time  with  registers  of  births,  marriages  and  burials, 
as  well  those  at  the  subordinate  settlements  as  at  your  Presidency,  we  now 
direct  that  due  care  be  taken  in  future  to  transmit  to  us  annually  in  dupli¬ 
cate  correct  registers  of  all  births,  marriages  and  burials  at  your  Presidency, 
and  also  from  all  your  subordinate  settlements  properly  attested. 

82.  We  have  drawn  the  following  set  of  bills  of  exchange  on  you 
payable  at  thirty  days’  sight,  and  two  shillings  and  one  penny,  the  current 
rupee,  vizt., 

On[e]  sett  for  960  current  rupees,  or  one  ^ 

hundred  pounds  sterling  payable  to  Nathaniel  i  Current  rupees  960  or 

Philip  Grant,  or  his  order,  value  received  of  ^  £Stg.  100. 

Mr.  James  Hillary  dated  1st  May  1800. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  D.  Scott  /  G.  W.  Thellus- 
son  /  Abram  Robarts  /  Chas.  Mills  / 
George  Tatem  /  Edw.  Parry  /  Joseph 
Cotton  /  W.  Devaynes  /  Thos.  Parry  / 
London,  William  Thornton/Thos.  T.  Metcalfe/ 

the  7th  May  1800,  Simon  Fraser, 
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Employment  of  uncovenanted  European  monthly  writers. 


Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  7th  ultimo. 

2.  In  consequence  of  several  articles  of  the  Company’s  exports  intended 
for  Madras  and  Bombay,  and  also  a  quantity  of  naval  stores  for  His  Majesty’s 
service  at  Madras,  not  being  ready  in  time  to  be  sent  on  the  ships  bound  to 
those  Presidencies,  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  sending  the  same 
on  the  ships  bound  to  Bengal.  We  therefore  desire  that  the  several  articles 
abovementioned  for  Madras  and  Bombay  be  forwarded  accordingly  at  the  first 
convenient  opportunity. 

3.  The  Governor  and  Council  of  Bombay  having  indented  for  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  beef  and  pork  for  the  use  of  the  garrison  there,  which  we  have  not 
thought  proper  to  comply  with,  in  consequence  of  the  very  great  scarcity 
and  high  price  of  provisions  in  this  country,  we  have  directed  them  to  apply 
to  you,  provided  they  should  stand  in  need  of  a  supply,  and  therefore  desire 
that  on  such  application  being  made  to  you,  that  you  supply  them  with  such 
quantity  of  salt  provisions  from  your  Presidency  as  may  be  absolutely 
necessary. 

4.  We  have  permitted  Messrs.  James  Stuart  and  Joshua  John  Brownlow 
Proby  to  return  to  their  rank  in  our  civil  service  at  your  Presidency. 

5.  We  have  permitted  the  Hon’ble  Henry  Wellesley,  who  came  to  Eng¬ 
land  with  the  dispatches  and  treaties  relative  to  Mysore,  to  return  to  his  duty 
as  Private  Secretary  to  the  Governor  General  on  the  ship  Earl  Spencer j  and 
as  he  came  home  on  the  public  service,  he  will  be  accommodated  with  a 
passage  at  the  Company’s  expense. 

6.  The  following  persons  whom  we  appointed  writers  for  your  Presidency 
of  the  seasons  undermentioned,  as  advised  in  our  letters  dated  the  13th 
March  and  17th  April  1799,  proceed  to  their  duty  this  season  vizt., 

Messrs.  James  Richards  Bar  well  (Season  1797) 

Hastings  Impey  (  „  1798) 

7.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Joseph  White  Sage,  a  writer  for  your  Presi¬ 
dency,  and  he  is  to  take  rank  in  our  service  agreeably  to  the  direction  con¬ 
tained  in  the  10th  paragraph  of  this  letter. 

8.  We  have  resolved  to  appoint  two  writers  for  your  Presidency  on  the 
list  of  this  season  (1799)  in  addition  to  the  number  mentioned  in  our  letter 
of  the  5th  March  last. 

9.  We  have  appointed  the  following  writers  for  your  Presidency,  in  fur¬ 
ther  part  of  the  number  we  this  season  (1799)  agreed  to  send  thither,  vizt., 
Messrs.  Thomas  Liell,  William  Gorton,  Charles  Theophilus  Metcalfe, 
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10.  The  writers  appointed  for  your  Presidency  on  the  list  of  last  season 
(1798)  are  to  take  rank  in  our  service  in  the  following  order,  vizt.,  George 
James  Robarts,  Robert  Haldane  Rattray,  Thomas  Perry,  Anthony  Blagrave, 
John  William  Puller,  Richard  Turner,  John  Digby,  William  Raymond  Barker, 
John  Wanchope,  Charles  Chisholme,  William  Toone  Swettenham,  Richard 
Joseph  Powell,  Robert  Mitford,  Clotworthy  Gowan,  Andrew  Gildart  Reid, 
Hastings  Impey. 

And  the  following  who  were  not  in  that  season  of  the  age  prescribed  by 
Act  of  Parliament  are  to  rank  immediately  before  the  writers  of  the  present 
season  (1799)  in  the  order  hereafter  mentioned,  vizt.,  Charles  Lushington, 
Thomas  Henry  Graham,  Joseph  White  Sage. 

11.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Samuel  Busby  to  return  to  Bengal  and 
remain  there  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  his  private  affairs. 

12.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Richard  Campbell  Bazett  to  return  to  Bengal, 
where  he  has  resided  as  a  partner  in  the  commercial  house  of  Colvins  & 
Bazett. 

13-  Mr.  John  Furrier  has  our  leave  to  return  to  India  as  a  free  mariner. 

14.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  free 
mariners,  vizt.,  John  Haggey,  Charles  James  Fox,  Marmaduke  William 
Blechynden. 

15.  Mr.  Oswald  Charters  has  our  leave  to  proceed  to  Bengal  and  remain 
there  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  settling  his  private  affairs. 

16.  We  have  received  overland,  the  following  advices  from  your  Presi¬ 
dency,  vizt.. 

Letters  in  the  Public  Department,  dated  18th  and  23rd  January  1800. 

Letters  in  the  Political  Department,  one  dated  17th,  and  two  27th 

December  1799,  and  one  23rd  January  1800. 

Letters  from  the  Governor  General,  dated  20th  and  27th  Tanuarv 

1800. 

Three  letters  from  Mr.  Secretary  Barlow,  one  dated  26th  and  two 

27th  December  1799. 

17.  In  our  annual  appointments  of  writers  for  your  Presidency  in  and 
since  1790,  although  no  precise  establishment  for  the  different  offices  has 
been  determined  on,  we  have  had  in  view  the  several  alterations  that  have 
taken  place  in  your  establishments  in  general  in  the  course  of  the  last  ten 
years  and  the  number  necessary  to  supply  casualties  in  the  service. 

18.  We  have  also  had  it  in  contemplation  to  reduce  the  number  of  un¬ 
covenanted  European  monthly  writers  employed  in  the  several  offices,  but  we 
observe  xhe  directions  we  gave  on  this  subject  in  our  letter  of  the  16th  May 
1792  have  not  been  carried  into  effect,  as  by  your  book  of  establishments  on 
the  30th  April  1798,  upwards  of  one  hundred  of  those  writers  continued  to 
be  employed,  exclusive  of  Portugueze  at  an  expence  of  £30,000  per  annum. 

19.  On  your  Public  Proceedings  of  the  16th  January  1789,  you  state 
as  an  apparent  reason  for  appointments  of  this  kind,  the  numerous  applica- 
tioiis  that  are  'made  to  the  members  of  Governrnent  and  to  the  Secretary  by 
persons  not  in  our  service,  for  employment.  Embarrassing  as  such  applica¬ 
tions  may  have  proved,  we  cannot  admit  the  propriety  of  attending  to  them, 
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as  the  consequences  must  be  prejudicial  to  our  service,  by  encouraging  the 
resort  to  and  residence  in  India  of  persons  not  licensed  by  us,  and  of  whose 
characters  and  connections  we  are  ignorant ;  allowing  them  therefore  to  obtain 
an  insight  into  our  concerns  by  giving  them  situations  in  the  offices  under 
Government,  we  consider  highly  impolitic. 

20.  We  are  aware  that,  by  our  Separate  Letter  of  the  21st  September 
1785,  paragraphs  13  and  14,  a  latitude  is  apparently  given  for  employing 
monthly  writers  in  copying  papers,  as  a  measure  that  might  prove  economical, 
but  this  must  be  considered  applicable  principally  to  natives,  and  in  respect 
to  the  employment  of  European  monthly  writers,  a  perusal  of  your  Public 
Proceedings  of  the  27th  June  1796  and  29th  May  1797  has  convinced  us,  it 
has  not  been  conducted  on  principles  of  economy  ;  otherwise  we  consider  it 
impossible  that  your  Secretary  could  have  effected,  as  he  has  with  so  much 
credit  to  himself,  a  saving  of  upwards  of  a  lac  of  rupees  per  annum  in  the 
office  establishment  of  writers ;  this  circumstance  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  prove 
tliat  abuses  have  prevailed  in  regard  to  the  appointments  of  such  writers. 

21.  We  observe  by  your  books  of  establishments  for  some  late  years 
that  the  Assistant  in  the  Governor  GeneraFs  office  is  an  uncovenanted  writer, 
and  in  the  Secret  Department  under  your  Secretary  sometimes  one,  at  the 
most  three,  covenanted  Assistants  have  been  stationed,  while  the  number  of 
uncovenanted  European  writers  has  been  considerable.  This  w^e  can  by  no 
means  approve,  as  we  must  ever  be  of  opinion  that  the  knowledge  of  our 
political  concerns  should  be  confined  to  our  covenanted  servants. 

22.  Exclusive  of  the  number  of  monthly  writers  employed  generally  in 
other  offices,  some  places  are  held  by  persons  of  this  description  which,  as 
vacancies  occur,  must  be  filled  by  covenanted  servants;  such  are  the  Deputy 
Civil  Auditor,  the  Assistant  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Salt  and  Opium  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  a  few  others  ;  the  assistantships  to  the  Salt  Agents,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  cogent  reasons  given  by  die  Governor  General  on  your  proceedings 
of  22nd  December  1794  for  appointing  covenanted  servants  thereto,  are  still 
held  by  uncovenanted  writers. 

23.  The  allowances  annexed  to  the  offices  held  by  monthly  writers  in 
several  instances  exceed  those  granted  to  the  covenanted  assistants ;  the  latter, 
therefore,  must  be  considered  entitled  to  appointments  of  the  kind  alluded  to, 
as  well  from  the  importance  of  the  offices  as  the  emoluments  attached  thereto. 
We  observe  also  that  some  of  the  monthly  writers  hold  stations  in  different 
offices  at  the  same  time,  which  we  entirely  disapprove. 

24.  Although  some  of  the  appointments  in  question  may  have  originated 
in  the  peculiar  qualifications  of  the  persons  appointed  for  the  offices  they 
hold,  still  this  evidently  proves  the  absolute  necessity  of  training  up  the 
junior  covenanted  servants  to  the  duties  of  the  several  offices  under  your 
Government,  by  stationing  them  as  assistants  in  those  offices  at  an  early  period, 
as  noticed  in  our  letter  of  die  8th  July  1785. 

25.  It  will  naturally  occur  to  you  from  what  we  have  now  said  that  a 
reduction  must  be  made  on  every  opportunity  that  offers  in  the  number  of 
uncovenanted  Europeans  at  present  employed ;  from  motives  of  humanity, 
and  because  it  might  create  confusion,  we  do  not  wish  you  immediately  to 
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dismiss  any  of  these  ;  but  as  vacancies  happen,  you  will  not  fail  to  supply 
the  different  offices  with  the  requisite  number  of  assistants  from  amongst 
the  covenanted  writers  annually  sent  out  by  us,  conformably  to  our  former 
orders ;  and  we  prohibit  the  appointments  of  uncovenanted  Europeans  in  any 
of  the  offices  in  future. 

26.  You  will  of  course  be  careful  that  the  junior  part  of  our  servants, 
when  appointed  assistants  in  the  offices,  discharge  the  duties  assigned  to  them 
with  diligence  and  punctuality,  as  it  is  by  such  conduct  alone  they  are  to 
hope  for  preferment  to  stations  of  greater  trust  and  emolument ;  on  the  other 
hand,  idleness  and  neglect  are  to  be  punished  in  the  most  exemplary  manner, 
and  we  dhect  that  you  report  to  us  any  instances  that  occur  amongst  the 
junior  servants  of  inattention  to  their  official  duties,  as  we  shall  not  fail  to 
mark  our  displeasure  at  such  misconduct  by  an  immediate  removal  from 
the  service  of  the  persons  guilty  thereof. 

27.  As  you  are  now  engaged  in  a  revision  of  the  several  establishments, 
it  is  possible  you  may  think  it  right  to  make  some  reductions  in  the  number 
of  offices  ;  for  this  reason  and  as,  since  the  foregoing  paragraphs  were  drafted, 
we  have  received  your  advices  by  the  Alligator,  by  which  we  are  informed 
of  some  alterations  made  in  those  establishments,  we  do  not  mean  at  present 
to  give  you  any  positive  directions  as  to  the  number  of  covenanted  servants 
which  we  consider  requisite  for  the  various  Departments  under  your  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  we  wish  to  have  a  report  from  you  on  this  point  which  you  will 
accordingly  furnish  by  the  earliest  opportunity ;  and  although  the  foregoing 
observations  are  confined  to  the  civil  establishments,  wherein  the  greatest 
number  of  uncovenanted  Europeans  are  employed,  yet  in  framing  your  report 
as  above  directed  you  will  also  take  into  consideration  the  offices  in  the  Marine 
and  Military  Departments,  where  several  of  the  same  description  hold  appoint¬ 
ments,  but  in  which  we  consider  it  for  the  advantage  of  the  service  that  our 
covenanted  servants  should  be  employed,  particularly  in  the  offices  under  the 
Military  Paymaster  General,  Military  Auditor  General  and  Military  Board. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis/D.  Scott /J.  Manship  / 
John  Roberts  /  George  Tatem  /  Abram 
Robarts/Robt.  Thornton/Thos.  Parry/ 
William  Thornton  /  G.  W.  Thellusson  / 
Joseph  Cotton  /  Stepn.  Lushington  / 
Jacob  Bosanquet  /  Chas.  Grant  /  Lionel 
Darell  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  Paul  Le 
Measurier  /  Chas.  Mills. 


London, 

the  11th  June  1800. 
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LETTER  DATED  28  AUGUST  1800 

A  senior  civil  servant  to  be  appomted  Superintendent  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  11th  June 
1800. 

2.  We  have  received  overland,  the  following  advices  from  your  Presi¬ 
dency,  vizt.. 

Letter  in  the  Public  Department  dated  25th  February  1800. 

Letter  in  the  Revenue  Department  dated  5th  March  1800. 

Letter  in  the  Judicial  Department  dated  5th  March  1800. 

Letter  in  the  Commercial  Department  dated  1st  March  1800. 

Letters  from  the  Governor  General  dated  25th  February  and  9th 

March  1800. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Barlow  to  our  Secretary  dated  8th  March 

1800. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Crommelin  to  our  Secretary  dated  8th 

March  1800. 

3.  In  order  to  avert  the  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from  a  scanty 
crop  of  grain  this  season  in  these  kingdoms,  we  naturally  look  to  India  as 
capable  of  administering  to  our  wants,  by  affording,  as  upon  a  former  occasion, 
supplies  of  rice  and  other  grain.  With  that  view,  we  are  desirous  that  every 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  individuals  to  induce  them  to  send  grain 
from  thence  to  this  country,  and  which,  if  undertaken  immediately  after 
the  receit  of  this  letter,  their  importations  may  arrive  here  within  twelve 
months  from  this  date,  which,  in  case  of  a  deficiency  in  the  expected  crops, 
would  come  most  opportunely  before  the  produce  of  the  harvest  of  next 
year  could  be  brought  into  consumption.  Ships  employed  in  this  service  will 
be  permitted  to  carry  out  return  cargoes  from  hence,  of  the  same  description 
as  usually  allowed  to  country  built  ships. 

But  whether  individuals  engage,  or  decline  embarking  in  this  speculation, 
you  are  by  no  means  to  engage  therein,  on  account  of  the  Company. 

4.  Having  taken  into  our  serious  consideration  the  situation  of  the  Pri¬ 
vate  Secretary  to  the  Governor  General,  and  being  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
his  emolument  should  not  depend  on  any  other  post  or  employment,  but 
be  confined  to  the  open  and  avowed  salary  annexed  to  his  office,  we  have 
resolved  that  the  salary  to  the  Private  Secretary  to  the  Governor  General  shall 
be  fixed  at  sicca  rupees  50,000  per  annum,  to  be  in  full  for  every  allowance 
and  emolument  whatever. 

5.  We  have  further  resolved  that  the  Hon’ble  Henry  Wellesley  shall 
receive  a  salary  at  the  rate  beforementioned,  from  the  period  at  which  he 
took  charge  of  the  office  after  his  arrival  in  India  in  1798,  deducting  the 
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amount  of  whatever  salary  he  may  l:^ve  drawn  either  as  Private  Secretary, 
or  in  any  other  situation  he  held  in  addition  thereto. 

6.  From  the  importance  of  Prince  of  Wales’s  Island  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  we  are  induced  to  direct  that  a  senior  civil  servant  on  your  estab- 
Hshment,  fiilly  competent  to  the  charge,  be  immediately  appointed  Superin- 
tendant  of  that  island ;  and  should  any  gentleman,  not  of  this  description, 
have  been  previously  appointed  to  this  station,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Major 
Macdonald,  we  further  dhect  that  he  be  removed  therefrom  and  that  one 
of  our  civil  servants  be  appointed  in  his  room. 

7.  The  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  at  Fort  Marlborough  having,  in 
their  General  letter  dated  4th  January  last,  represented  that  the  settlement 
is  in  much  distress,  for  want  of  medicines,  and  requested  our  early  compliance 
with  their  medical  indent,  we  should  have  been  inclined  to  concur  in  the 
request  of  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council,  if  it  had  been  possible  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  articles  in  time,  to  send  out  on  the  ships  of  last  season ;  but  this 
having  been  impracticable,  we  desire  that  you  will  forward  to  Fort  Marl¬ 
borough  by  the  earliest  opportunity  a  temporary  supply  of  medicines,  and 
for  your  guidance,  we  transmit  you  a  copy  of  the  indent  beforementioned. 
In  future^  we  shall  supply  Fort  Marlborough  with  medicines  and  stationery 
direct  from  England. 

8.  We  have  permitted  the  Hon’ble  Charles  Andrew  Bruce  to  return  to 
his  rank  in  our  civil  service  at  your  Presidency.  He  proceeds  overland. 

9.  We- have  appointed  Mr.  John  Hall  to  succeed  Mr.  Baird  as  Master 
Attendant  at  Prince  of  Wales’s  Island. 

10.  It  appearing  by  the  ledger  of  the  Walpole,  that  Mr.  Tough,  late 
Purser,  quitted  that  ship  at  Madras,  on  the  1st  August  1799,  without  having 
obtained  the  permission  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  or  without  assigning 
any  cause  to  Captain  Venner  for  such  proceeding,  we  direct  that,  should  he 
be  at  your  Presidency  on  the  receit  of  this  letter,  you  give  him  immediate 
notice  to  return  to  England,  and  that  you  do  not  on  any  account  permit  him 
to  remain  in  India. 

11.  -  The  Navy  Board' having  taken  up  the  ship  Thetis  (teak  built),  630 
Cons  burthen,  commanded  by.  Captain  Alexander  Lindsay,  for  the  pm'pose 
of  carrying  out  a  quantity  of  naval  stores  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty’s  ships 
of  war  in  India,  we  have  accordingly  granted  the  said  ship  our  license  to 
proceed  thither,  on  the  owners  entering  into  an  obligation  under  the  penalty 
of  £  5,000,  that  the  ship  shall  be  sold  in  India  under  the  usual  regulations, 
and  also  that  no  articles  the  produce  of  Europe  shall  be  imported  in  her  into 
any  of  the  Company’s  settlements. 

12.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  James  Beaumont  to  proceed  to  his  brother 
at  Calcutta. 

13.  Having  received  an  application  from  Mrs.  Petronella  Sebastina 
Counsell,  widow  of  Captain  William  Counsell,  late  of  your  marine  establish¬ 
ment,  praying  that  the  pension  of  £50 '  per  annum,  which  was  granted  her 
by  our  orders  of  the  9th  May  1797,  and  payable  in  Bengal^  may  be  paid  to 
her  in  England,  with  the  arrears  due  upon  it ;  and  being  satisfied  that  she 
had  not  received  any  part  thereof  in  India,  we  resolved  to  comply  with  her 
request,  and  have  accordingly  paid'  her  the  amount  due,  from  Christmas 
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1797  to  midsummer  last,  and  as  we  shall  continue  to  pay  die  said  pension  in 
England,  you  will  not  make  any  payment  in  India  on  account  thereof. 

14.  Mr.  John  Lindsay  has  our  leave  to  return  to  India  as  a  free  mariner. 

15.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as  free 
mariners  vizt.,  Thomas  Vanthuysen,  Robert  Henry  Robertson,  John  Morton. 

We  are. 

Your  aftectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  D.  Scott  /  J.  Manship  / 
George  Tatem  /  £dw.  Parry  /  Tho. 
Parry  /  Joseph  Cotton  /  Stepn.  Lushing- 
ton  /  G.  W.  Thellusson  /  Jacob  Bosam 
quet  /  Abram.  Robarts  /  Chas.  Mills  / 
S.  Toone  J  William  Thornton. 


London, 

the  28th  August  1800. 
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LETTER  DATED  2  DECEMBER  1800 

Civil  and  military  government  of  Malabar  and  Canara  to  he  placed  under 
the  authority  of  Fort  St,  George — commercial  settlements  to  continue  under 
Bombay  Government, 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  We  have  already  transmitted  to  you  several  copies  of  an  Act  passed 
in  the  last  session  of  Parliament  entitled  “An  Act  for  establishing  further 
Regulations  for  the  Government  of  the  British  Territories  in  India  and  the 
better  administration  of  Justice  within  the  same”.  Since  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  by  which  we  are  empowered  to  declare  and  appoint  what  part  or  parts 
of  the  territorial  acquisitions  subject  to  the  Presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George 
and  Bombay,  and  the  establishment  of  civil  servants  respectively  connected 
therewith,  shall  in  future  be  subject  to  the  Government  of  either  and  which 
of  the  said  Presidencies,  or  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  WiUiam  in  Bengal,  we 
have  been  advised  of  a  resolution  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  vesting 
the  civil  and  military  government  of  the  provinces  of  Malabar  and  Canara 
under  the  controul  and  authority  of  the  Governor  in  Council  of  Fort  St. 
George. 

2.  The  Government  General  have  assigned  such  cogent  and  satisfactory 
reasons  for  the  adoption  of  the  measure  that  we  have  come  to  the  resolution, 
and  accordingly  direct,  that  from  henceforward  the  civil  and  mihtary  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  provinces  of  Malabar  and  Canara  including  the  revenues  and 
tlie  administration  of  justice  be  placed  under  the  controul  and  authority  of 
the  Governor  in  Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 

3.  We  further  direct  that  the  Governor  in  Council  of  Bombay  do  place 
all  the  civil,  military,  revenue  and  iudicial  officers  emploved  in  the  said 

Vol.  XIII-ll 


162 


PUBLIC  LLltER  FROM  COURT 


provinces  of  Malabar  and  Canara  (including  Goa  and  the  possessions  formerly 
neld  by  the  Dutch  in  Malabar)  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor  in  Council 
of  Fort  St.  George,  directing  those  officers  respectively  to  correspond  with 
the  said  Governor  in  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  on  all  matters  connected 
with  their  respective  official  duties,  in  tlie  same  manner  as  they  have  hitherto 
corresponded  with  the  Government  of  Bombay  and  to  consider  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  tire  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  as  the  rules  for  their  guidance 
with  respect  to  those  duties. 

4.  We  also  direct  that  ail  accounts  and  proceedings  heretofore  U'ans- 
mitted  to  Bombay  in  the  several  beforementioned  Departments  in  the  Malabar 
Province  be  in  future  transmitted  to  the  Government  of  Madras. 

5.  With  respect  to  the  instruction  from  the  Government  General  upon 
this  subject  to  the  respective  Governments  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay 
of  the  26th  May  last,  we  have  only  to  signify  our  entire  approbation  thereof, 
and  to  direct  a  compliance  daerewith.  So  soon  as  we  shall  be  advised  of  die 
proceedings  of  those  Governments  in  consequence  of  the  beforementioned 
instructions,  particularly  as  to  the  selection  of  the  civil  and  military  servants 
to  be  employed  in  the  provinces  of  Malabar  and  Canara,  we  shall  resume  the 
subject,  with  a  view  of  coming  to  a  decision  upon  the  future  estabiishment 
of  servants  for  the  Bombay  Presidency  in  consequence  of  these  provinces 
having  been  put  under  the  Government  of  the  Presidency  of  Madras. 

6.  We  observe  with  much  satisfaction,  that  it  has  been  left  to  tlie  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Bombay  to  transmit  to  Fort  Saint  George  a  list  of  the  civil  servants 
and  mihtary  officers  whom  they  may  deem  eligible  to  offices  in  Malabar,  speci¬ 
fying  the  offices  for  which  they  may  consider  them  respectively  qualified ;  and 
we  direct,  that  due  attention  be  paid  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Bombay 
Government  upon  that  occasion.  This  dhection  is  founded  upon  an  opinion 
that,  since  the  acquisition  of  the  Malabar  Province,  our  Bombay  servants 
may  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  language  ;  and  as  they  have  long 
been  habituated  to  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  people,  they  must  conse¬ 
quently  be  more  eligible  for  such  offices  than  the  servants  of  Madras,  who 
are  entire  strangers  to  the  country,  it’s  language,  customs  and  manners. 

7.  With  respect  to  the  commercial  settlements  on  the  Malabar  Coast, 
we  direct  that  they  continue  under  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  Government 
of  Bombay ;  and  that  the  line  may  be  clearly  defined  between  the  servants 
of  the  two  Presidencies.  We  further  direct  that  the  authority  of  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Residents  shall  extend  to  all  the  possessions  on  that  coast  which  were 
held  by  the  Company  previous  to  the  acquisitions  of  1792,  and  that  they 
be  vested  with  the  civil  controul  and  conduct  of  all  matters  appertaining  to 
the  police  within  those  places  respectively,  and  be  allowed  to  exercise  all 
the  functions  formerly  exercised  by  the  Chiefs  and  factors-  We  further  dhect 
that  the  sea  ports  taken  from  our  European  enemies  be  likewise  continued 
under  the  authority  of  the  Bombay  Presidency.  The  reasons  which  princi¬ 
pally  induced  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  are  as  follows:  — 

The  possessions  previous  to  1792  seem  to  have  been  very  limited,  not 
having  yielded  on  an  average  of  4  years  from  1788-9  to  1791-2,  in  landed 
revenue  and  duties  on  imports  and  exports,  altogether  above  Bombay  rupees 
24,000  per  annum.  The  possessions  taken  from  European  enemies  at  Cochin 
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and  Mahe,  though  so  very  inconsiderable  in  their  produce,  yet  when  added 
CO  the  above,  will,  we  trust,  defray  our  commercial  charges  on  that  coast,  and 
obviate  the  necessity  of  drawing  on  either  of  our  Presidencies  for  the  amount 
thereof. 

There  certainly  is  a  conveniency  in  these  factories  being  thus  enabled 
to  pay  their  own  charges,  but  this  stands  amongst  the  smallest  reasons  for 
the  above  measures. 

Bombay  and  Surat  are  the  centrical  places  on  which  principally  depends 
the  extensive  trade  carried  for  eight  months  in  the  year  (from  August  to 
May)  from  one  end  of  the  Malabar  Coast  to  the  other,  to  the  Gulphs,  and 
from  Cape  Comorin  to  Scindy  etc. 

Bombay  being  open  at  all  seasons  must  be  considered  the  first  port  in 
point  of  consequence,  as  it  connects  dre  whole  of  the  commerce  on  these 
extensive  coasts  in  such  manner  that,  in  fact,  no  proper  assorted  cargoe  can 
be  depended  upon  the  scarce  [sic]  any  one  market  without  the  greater  part 
being  furnished  at  one  of  the  above  places.  Ships  in  the  fair  season  for  China, 
Madras,  Bengal  and  Europe,  take  in  the  first  part  of  their  cargoe  at  Bombay, 
and  then  fill  up  on  the  Malahar  Coast.  In  the  rainy  season,  they  must  solely 
depend  on  Bombay,  it  being  the  depot  for  such  parts  of  their  cargoe  as  is 
the  produce  of  the  Malabar  Coast  and  countries  to  the  northward  as  far  as 
the  Indus,  because  the  rainy  season  admits  of  no  navigation  on  these  shores. 
The  valuable  trade  to  the  Gulph  of  Persia  and  Red  Sea,  which  brings  its 
returns  in  gold  and  silver  to  Bombay,  is  almost  exclusively  carried  on  from 
Bombay  and  Surat. 

8.  This  being  the  state  of  the  general  trade,  of  which  our  regular  ships 
for  China  and  Europe  make  but  a  part,  it  appears  to  us  obvious,  that  the 
management  of  all  the  commercial  concerns  on  these  coasts,  and  all  the 
boats  and  shipping,  should  be  continued  exclusively  in  the  Bombay  Presi¬ 
dency,  and  that  the  commercial  chiefs  and  factors  should  have  the  superin¬ 
tendance  of  the  same  districts,  and  be  vested  with  the  same  powers  as  they 
formerly  possessed,  in  order  to  give  them  that  degree  of  respectability  and 
consideration  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives  which  is  necessary  for  carrying  on 
the  business  entrusted  to  them. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

D.  Scott  /  J.  Manship  /  Lionel  Darell  / 
Stepn.  Lushington  /  George  Tatem  / 
Edw.  Parry  /  S.  Toone  /  Thos.  T.  Met¬ 
calfe  /  William  Thornton  /  Chas.  Mills / 
W.  Devaynes  /  Joseph  Cotton  /  R. 
London,  Thornton  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  George 

the  2nd  December  1800.  Smith. 
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LETTER  DATED  6  APRIL  1796 

Supply  of  opium  by  agency  to  be  considered. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

We  have  received  by  the  Royal  Admiral  your  Separate  letter  of  tb.e  30th 
May  1795,  referring  to  a  letter  and  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  relating 
to  the  provision  of  opium.  From  vv^hat  is  stated  in  these  papers  relative  to  the 
bad  quality  of  the  opium  provided  by  contract,  and  the  inferiority  of  it’s  prict 
in  foreign  markets,  occasioned  by  it’s  being  no  longer  estimated  as  formerly 
by  the  Chinese  and  Malays,  we  should  feel  no  hesitation  in  authorizing  you 
to  adopt  the  system  of  agency  for  the  future  provision  of  this  article,  should 
you  continue  to  think  it  expedient  so  to  do;  but  from  a  recollection  that 
during  the  government  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  the  question  being  agitated 
whether  the  opium  should  in  future  be  provided  by  contract  or  agency,  it 
was,  after  the  most  ample  discussion,  determined  in  favor  of  the  former.  We 
therefore  direct,  that  you  take  the  whole  subject  again  into  consideration,  and 
if,  after  you  shall  have  attentively  perused  the  several  papers  and  information, 
referr’d  to  in  the  45th  paragraph  of  the  Revenue  dispatch  from  your  Presidency 
of  the  10th  August  1789,  which  induced  the  above  determination,  you  shall 
continue  of  opinion,  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  tne 
system  of  agency  for  die  provision  of  opium  is  preferable  to  contract,  we 
authorize  you  at  the  expiration  of  the  subsisting  contract  in  September  1797, 
to  adopt  the  same.  But,  in  as  much  as  great  doubts  have  arisen  in  the  minds 
of  the  most  respectable  of  our  servants,  whether  the  provision  of  opium  should 
be  by  contract  or  agency,  we  direct  that  you  especially  report  to  us  every  cir» 
cumstance  attending  the  proposed  plan  of  agency,  when  carried  into  effect, 
in  order  that  we  may  hereafter  consider  the  subject  with  the  deliberation  it 
deserves  and  give  you  our  decided  opinion  thereon,  care  being  taken  in  the  first 
instance,  for  preserving  the  opium  in  it’s  utmost  purity. 

We  are 

Your  affectionate  friends 

Step.  Lushington  /  D.  Scott  /  John  Ro¬ 
berts  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  Lionel  Da- 
rell  /  Joseph  Cotton  /  Chas.  Grant  / 
Thos.  Parry  /  Simon  Fraser  /  R.  Thorn¬ 
ton  /  Jacob  Bosanquet  /  George  Tatem/ 
Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  George  Smith. 


London, 

the  6th  April  1796. 
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LETTER  DATED  22  APRIL  1796 

Reply  to  advices  relative  to  salt,  opium  and  ciisloyns — abolition  of  the 
Calcutta  town  duty. 


Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  By  the  present  conveyance,  we  shall  reply  in  a  separate  dispatch  to 
such  parts  of  your  advices  received  in  the  course  of  the  past  season  as  relate  to 
salt,  opium  and  customs. 


Salt 

Commercial  letter,  dated  24th  December  1794 

(22  and  23)  Advising  a  sale  of  2.  Need  no  reply, 

eight  lacs  of  maunds,  which  yielded 
an  average  of  sicca  rupees  (276-9-9)  two 
hundred  and  seventy  six,  nine  annas, 
and  nine  pice  p%  maunds,  and  that 
the  aggregate  amount  was  sicca 
rupees  (22,12,856-8-3)  twenty  two  lacs 
twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  six,  eight  annas  and  three  pice. 


Co7nmercial  letter,  dated  7th  February  1735 


(8)  Referring  to  a  letter  from  the 
Board  of  Trade,  enclosing  an  estimate 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
salt  in  1794-5,  with  explanations. 


3.  On  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
estimate  is  made,  as  explained  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  their  letter  of  12th 
August  1794,  and  from  their  observa¬ 
tions  on  the  subject,  it  seems  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  salt 
in  1794-5  may  not  amount  to  sixty 
lacs  of  sicca  rupees,  and  although  this 
sum  falls  short  of  the  actual  nett  pro¬ 
fit  of  the  two  preceding  years,  yet 
as  we  always  wish  that  the  estimates 
of  our  expected  revenues  should  be 
formed  on  the  most  moderate  terms, 
we  see  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  principles  on  which  the  esti¬ 
mate  referred  to,  is  framed. 

4.  But  we  must  observe  that  this 
differs  very  materially  from  the  profit 
on  salt  for  1794-5,  as  inserted  in  the 
general  estimate  of  resources  and  dis¬ 
bursements  transmitted  by  the  Esse^, 
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(9)  Advising  that  instructions  have 
been  sent  to  the  Presidency  of  Madras, 
to  advertise  a  new  contract  for  four 
lacks  of  maunds,  to  be  delivered  by 
the  1st  November. 

(10)  Advising  the  adjustment  of 
the  account  with  the  administrators 
of  Mr.  Hall,  respecting  his  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  Coast  salt  in  Bengal 
in  1792-93. 

(11)  Mentions  the  receipt  of  a 
quantity  of  Coast  salt,  on  account  of 
the  contract  with  Messrs.  Porcher, 
Redhead  and  Co.  notwithstanding  the 
expiration  of  the  period  for  its 
delivery. 

(12-15)  Provision  of  Maratta  salt 
on  a  plan  proposed  by  the  Salt  Agent 
of  Hidgelee. 


In  the  latter  account,  the  expected  re¬ 
ceipts  for  sales  of  salt  are  stated  at 
sicca  rupees  96,00,000,  and  the  ad¬ 
vances  and  charges  at  26,70,000,  in¬ 
cluding  the  purchase  of  the  Coast  salt, 
the  nett  proceeds  are  sicca  rupees 
69,30,000,  which  is  more  than  the 
amount  stated  in  the  Board  of 
Trade's  letter  by  upwards  of  8  lacs. 

5.  This  difference  may  probably 
be  owing  to  the  different  principles  on 
which  the  two  accounts  are  made  up ; 
in  the  general  estimate,  we  conclude, 
the  probable  receipt  and  disbursement 
within  the  year  are  inserted  ;  in  the 
account  enclosed  in  the  Board  of 
Trade’s  letter,  the  receipt  for  the  year, 
and  the  advances  from  which  that 
receipt  is  to  be  produced,  although 
made  in  the  year  preceding,  are  pos¬ 
sibly  included,  but  this  is  not  accu¬ 
rately  to  be  ascertained,  and  therefore 
requires  explanation. 

6.  We  approve  of  the  measure  ad¬ 
vised  in  this  paragraph. 


7.  We  acquiesce  in  the  propriety 
of  your  determinations  on  the  points 
mentioned  in  these  paragraphs. 


8.  We  have  perused  the  letter  from 
the  salt  agent  at  Hidgelee,  referred  to 
in  these  paragraphs,  proposing  a  plan 
for  securing  the  surplus  produce  of 
the  salt  manufactured  in  the  Maratta 
neighbouring  districts,  at  a  very 
moderate  price  ;  and  for  the  reasons 
which  have  been  assigned,  approve  of 
your  having  agreed  to  give  the  plan 
proposed  a  trial  for  one  year,  of  the 
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(16-18)  Restrictions  on  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  Muscat  salt  into  Bengal. 


(19-23)  Advising  their  having 
authorised  an  increase  of  price  to 
certain  salt  mohingees. 

(24)  Mentions  their  having  declin¬ 
ed  complying  with  an  application  for 
adjusting  the  allowances  to  the 
officers  of  the  salt  establishment,  and 
to  the  corps  of  armed  peons,  in  sicca 
rupees  instead  of  arcots. 

(25-29)  State  of  the  salt  business  in 
Belluah  and  Chittagong,  and  in  com¬ 
mendation  of  Mr.  Crommelin,  while 
the  agency  was  under  his  charge,  and 
recommending  him  to  the  Court  for 
a  recompense. 


success  of  which  you  will  of  course 
advise  us,  and  particularly  whether  it 
has  answered  the  principal  object  in¬ 
tended  thereby,  that  of  checking  the 
contraband  trade  in  this  article  from 
the  Maratta  districts  situated  on  the 
western  frontier,  amounting,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Chapman’s  estimate,  to 
the  annual  quantity  of  (15,000)  fifteen 
thousand  maunds.  We  likewise  ap¬ 
prove  of  your  having  commuted  the 
russoom  or  fee  usually  received  by 
the  Berar  vakeel  on  salt  purchased  by 
the  Company  in  the  territories  of  the 
Berar  Rajah,  by  an  annual  payment 
of  sicca  rupees  (5,000)  five  thousand. 

9.  We  have  perused  the  letter 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  5th  Dec¬ 
ember  1794  and  20th  January  1795, 
and  approve  of  the  regulations  which 
at  their  recommendation  have  been 
established,  for  restricting  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  Muscat  salt  into  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  provinces. 


10.  We  approve  of  your  determina- 
tions  upon  the  points  mentioned  in 
these  paragraphs. 


11.  We  had  great  pleasure  in  re¬ 
ceiving  your  testimony  to  the  merits 
of  Mr.  Crommelin,  while  the  salt 
agency  of  Belluah  and  Chittagong 
was  under  his  charge,  and  particularly 
in  his  increasing  the  produce  beyond 
that  of  the  most  productive  of  former 
years,  to  a  very  considerable  amount, 
by  which,  as  represented  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  the  Company  have  derived 
an  excess  of  benefit  during  the  single 
manufacturing  season,  that  the 
agency  was  under  Mr.  Crommelin^s 
management,  to  the  amount  of  near 
four  lacks  of  rupees,  and  (as  appears 
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by  the  summary  transmitted  to  us  by 
the  Royal  Admiral,  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  Salt 
Department)  a  permanent  benefit  of 
two  lacks  of  rupees  per  annum.  We 
have  already  acknowledged,  in  our 
Separate  dispatch  of  the  28h  October 
last,  that  Mr.  Crommelin’s  character, 
from  his  activity  and  address  in  the 
service  of  the  Company,  had  made  a 
very  favourable  impression  upon  our 
minds.  We  agree  with  you  that  his 
merit  should  not  go  unrewarded,  and 
as,  from  a  sense  of  the  benefits  which 
the  Company  have  derived  from  his 
zealous  and  successful  exertions,  you 
have  recommended  it  to  us,  to  grant 
him  a  recompense,  we  have  agreed  that 
Mr.  Crommelin  be  presented  with  the 
sum  of  sicca  rupees  (50,000)  fifty  thou¬ 
sand  for  his  beforemcntioned  services. 


(30-32)  Seizure  of  contraband  salt 
at  Belluah  and  Chittagong.  Associa¬ 
tion  of  native  servants  for  the  seizure 
of  smuggled  salt. 


(33)  Augmentation  allowed  to  the 
establishment  of  armed  peons, 


12.  ■  Upon  this  occasion,  we  have 
great  satisfaction  in  noticing  that  the 
great  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  prevent  smuggling,  and  their  ins¬ 
tructions  for  procuring  fuel,  the  chief 
disadvantages  which  the  salt  manu¬ 
facture  in  those  districts  labor  under, 
have  met  with  your  approbation ;  and 
we  rely  on  the  continuance  of  their 
exertions  for  the  benefit  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  in  this  and  every  other  branch 
of  our  affairs  under  their  superinten¬ 
dance. 

13.  The  effect  produced  by  the  late 
regulations,  in  the  seizure  of  a  large 
quantity  of  contraband  salt  in  the 
Belluah  and  Chittagong  districts  is 
very  pleasing  to  us,  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
formation  contained  in  the  letter 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  23rd  Dec¬ 
ember  1794,  of  the  expected  amount 
of  the  salt  to  be  provided  for  the  Com¬ 
pany,  mentioned  in  the  32nd  para¬ 
graph. 

14.  We  approve  of  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  to  the  establishment  of  armed 
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belonging  to  the  salt  agency  of  the 
24  Purgunnahs. 

(34-43)  Abolition  of  the  Roymun- 
gul  salt  agency,  and  transfer  of  the 
manufacture,  to  that  of  the  24  Pur¬ 
gunnahs. 


(44)  Assistants  to  the  Salt  Agents 
to  be  covenanted  servants. 


peons,  belonging  to  the  salt  agency  of 
the  24  Purgunnahs,  as  noticed  in  this 
paragraph. 

15.  We  attended  with  much  regret 
to  your  representation  respecting  the 
declining  state  of  the  salt  agency  of 
Roymungul,  under  the  superinten¬ 
dance  of  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  The 
state  of  this  gentleman’s  health,  as 
described  in  his  letter  of  2nd  Febru¬ 
ary  1795,  precludes  us  from  animad¬ 
verting  on  the  total  defect  of  informa¬ 
tion  from  him,  as  to  the  cause  of  this 
declension.  We  can  only  therefore 
express  our  approbation  of  your  reso¬ 
lution  for  abolishing  this  agency,  and 
annexing  the  provision  of  salt  in  the 
districts,  comprising  it  to  that  of  the 
24  Purgunnahs.  Mr.  Goodlad’s  report, 
referred  to  in  your  subsequent  dis¬ 
patch  of  the  15th  May  1795,  has  made 
some  amends  for  the  want  of  infor¬ 
mation  complained  of,  previous  to  the 
salt  business  of  Roymungul  having 
been  put  under  his  management ;  and 
we  are  pleased  to  find  by  that  report, 
that  a  reasonable  prospect  is  held  out 
of  restoring  the  salt  manufacture  of 
that  district,  to  its  former  prosperity. 

16.  The  circumstances  mentioned 
in  the  10th  paragraph  of  Mr.  Good- 
lad’s  report,  respecting  the  total  want 
of  official  records  and  papers  to  aid 
his  enquiries  into  the  state  of  this 
agency,  appear  very  extraordinary. 
We  trust,  however,  that  directions 
have  already  been  given  for  the 
observance  of  the  necessary  regula¬ 
rity  in  this  respect,  for  the  future. 
There  are  several  other  parts  of  this 
report,  which  no  doubt  have  attracted 
your  notice,  particularly  with  regard 
to  the  poor  manufacturers ;  and  we 
trust  that  every  measure  which 
humanity  and  prudence  could  suggest 
has  been,  or  will  be  adopted  for  ame¬ 
liorating  their  situation. 

17.  Concurring  entirely  in  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  reasoning  in  this 
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(45)  Relative  to  the  abolition  of 
the  separate  office  of  Salt  Agent  of 
Roymungul. 

(46)  Referring  to  a  statement  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Bengal,  Balasore  and  Coast 
salt  of  the  year  1199[?]. 


(47  and  48)  Relative  to  the  salt 
advances. 


Commercial  letter 

(44)  Transmitting  abstract  of  the  ^ 
salt  sale,  shewing  that  six  lacs  of 
maunds  produced  sicca  rupees 
17,44,035-7-8  seventeen  lacs  forty  four 
thousand  and  thirty  five,  seven  annas  > 
and  eight  pice,  and  that  the  average 
selling  price  was  sicca  rupees  (290-10-9) 
two  hundred  and  ninety,  ten  annas 
and  nine  pice  p%  maunds. 


18.  Already  replied  to. 


19.  The  account  referred  to  in  this 
paragraph  is  drawn  out  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner,  and  we  direct 
that  a  similar  statement  be  transmit¬ 
ted  to  us  annually. 

20.  We  approve  of  the  directions 
you  have  given,  as  stated  in  these 
paragraphs,  relative  to  the  advances 
to  the  several  Commercial  Residents 
and  Agents. 

of  8th  March  1795 


21.  These  accounts  are  very  satis¬ 
factory. 


(45)  Mentions  that  the  actual  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  September  and  March 
salt  sales  exceeded  the  estimate  by 
rupees  (12,93,791)  twelve  lacs  ninety 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety  one. 


paragraph,  we  approve  of  your  deter¬ 
mination  that  the  assistants  to  the 
Salt  Agents  shall  be  in  future  select¬ 
ed  from  among  our  covenanted 
servants.  Indeed  this  is  perfectly 
consonant  to  our  former  orders  for 
the  employment  of  our  own  servants 
in  every  branch  of  the  Company’s 
affairs. 


Commercial  letter,  dated  15th  May  1795 

(85)  Enclosing  copy  of  a  summary  22.  We  have  perused  with  great 
from  the  Board  of  Trade,  containing  attention  and  equal  satisfaction  the 
all  the  material  transactions  in  the  summary  prepared  by  the  Board  of 
Salt  Department,  from  the  commence-  Trade,  containing  all  the  material 
ment  of  their  management  on  15th  transactions  in  the  Salt  Department, 
March  1793  to  5th  May  1795.  from  the  commencement  of  their 

management  on  the  15th  March  1793 
to  the  5th  May  1795 ;  and  it  would 
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(86)  Adulterated  salt  received  from 
Madras,  part  of  the  contract  with 
Messrs.  Roebuck  and  Abbott. 


(87  and  88)  Advising  of  a  contract 
with  Kismo  Churn  Naug,  for  the 
delivery  of  (45,000)  forty  five  thousand 
tnaunds  of  Balasore  salt  at  Sulky,  at 
sicca  rupees  (80)  eighty  p%  maunds. 

(89)  A  reward  of  rupees  (1,000)  one 
thousand,  to  the  persons  concerned  in 
the  seizure  of  a  large  quantity  of  con¬ 
traband  salt,  which  was  afterwards 
rescued  from  them. 

(90)  Mentions  that  Mr.  Crommelin 
has  been  paid  his  bill  of  expenses, 
amounting  to  rupees  (3,233)  three 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  thirty 
three. 


be  unjust  to  withhold  our  tribute  of 
praise  to  that  Board,  for  the  very  able, 
disinterested  and  successful  manner 
in  which  they  have  superintended  this 
important  branch  of  the  Company’s 
affairs.  The  regulations  they  have 
suggested  are  as  conspicuous  for  their 
humanity  as  for  their  ability ;  and 
which  have  happily  blended  together 
a  large  increase  of  profit  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  with  the  melioration  of  the 
situation  of  the  poor  manufacturer, 
by  whose  labor  this  profit  is  principal¬ 
ly  derived,  and  with  relieving  the 
inhabitants  of  the  provinces  in  gene¬ 
ral  from  the  high  price  they  formerly 
paid  for  this  necessary  article.  And 
we  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon 
your  minds  our  earnest  wish  that  the 
ease  and  happiness  of  the  people  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  British  Government  in 
India  should  be  ever  considered  as 
inseparable  from  the  prosperity  of  the 
Company. 

23.  We  approve  of  the  letter  which 
was  written  to  Madras,  on  the  subject 
of  the  adulterated  salt  received  from 
that  Presidency,  as  part  of  the  con¬ 
tract  of  Messrs.  Roebuck  and  Abbott. 

24.  For  the  reasons  you  have  as¬ 
signed,  we  approve  of  the  contract 
with  Kistno  Churn  Naug,  for  the  deli¬ 
very  of  (45,000)  forty  five  thousand 
maunds  of  Balasore  salt,  on  the  terms 
mentioned  in  these  paragraphs. 

25.  We  likewise  approve  of  the  re¬ 
ward  of  rupees  (1,000)  one  thousand 
to  the  persons  concerned  in  the 
seizure  of  a  large  quantity  of  salt, 
under  the  circumstances  related  in 
this  paragraph. 

26.  We  approve  of  your  having 
discharged  Crommelin’ s  bill  of 
expenses,  partly  incurred  in  the  prose¬ 
cution  of  the  objects  of  his  very 
laudable  researches,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty  as  salt  agent  at  Belluah 
and  Chittagong. 
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(91)  Mentions  that  the  excess  of" 
benefit  derived  to  the  Company,  dur-  | 
ing  the  time  that  Mr.  Crommelin  was  | 
salt  agent  at  Belluah  and  Chittagong,  I 
amounted  to  rupees  (3,95,000)  three 
lacks  ninety  five  thousand. 

(92  and  93)  Referring  to  Mr.  Good- 
lad’s  report  on  the  state  of  the  Roy- 
inungul  agency. 

(94)  Advising  the  sale  of  ten  lacks 
of  maunds  of  salt,  at  an  average  of 
sicca  rupees  (288-13-2)  two  hundred 
and  eighty  eight,  thirteen  annas,  and 
2  pice  p%  maunds. 

(95)  Claim  of  Sake  Ausseen  to  the 
restoration  of  the  proceeds  of  a  quan- 
dty  of  confiscated  salt  admitted. 


27.  Already  replied  to. 


28.  Needs  no  reply. 


29.  For  the  reasons  assigned  in 
this  paragraph,  we  approve  of  the 
claim  of  Sake  Ausseen  to  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  proceeds  of  a  quantity  of 
confiscated  salt,  having  been  admitted. 


(96)  Mentions  the  authorizing  of " 
the  construction  of  a  substantial  wall 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Company’s 
golahs  at  Sulky. 

(97)  Advising  of  a  house  having 
been  hhed  for  the  salt  and  opium 
offices. 


30.  Need  no  reply. 


Opium, 

Commercial  letter  of  7th  February  1795 

(49  and  50)  Advising  the  proceeds " 
of  two  sales  of  opium. 

(51)  Advising  their  having  con¬ 
sented  that  Mr.  James  Hay,  the  Ben¬ 
gal  opium  contractor,  should  substi¬ 
tute  Mr.  Fair  lie  for  one  of  his  securi¬ 
ties  in  the  room  of  a  native,  named 

Sooroop  Chund.  "  31.  Need  no  reply. 

(52)  Representation  of  the  agent 
for  the  Behar  contractor  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  encroachments  made  by  the 
indigo  manufacturers  in  that  quarter, 
and  that  the  agent  had  been  called 
upon  for  further  information. 
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(53-58)  Report  on  the  quality  of 
some  Behar  and  Rungpore  opium. 


(59)  Remarks  of  the  Company’s  law 
officers  on  the  draft  of  the  Benares 
opium  contract,  and  the  Board’s 
answers  thereto. 


(60)  Referring  to  an  application 
from  the  opium  contractors  for  an 
advance  on  account  of  surplus  opium. 


32.  We  have  perused  the  observa¬ 
tions  made  by  Mr.  Fleming,  referred 
to  in  these  paragraphs,  upon  some 
Behar  opium,  with  the  subsequent 
explanations  of  the  contractor’s  agent, 
referred  to,  in  the  46th  paragraph  of 
your  letter  of  the  8th  March  1795,  and 
have  no  particular  observations  to 
make  thereon.  And  as  we  find  by 
that  dispatch,  that  Rungpore  opium 
noticed  in  the  53rd  and  following 
paragraphs  of  the  letter  to  which  we 
are  now  replying,  sold  at  a  higher 
price  than  that  which  the  opium  of 
the  same  place  sold  for  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  we  approve  of  your 
having  discharged  the  balance  due  to 
the  contractor,  calculating  the  value 
of  the  opium,  according  to  the  full 
contract  price. 

33.  We  approve  of  the  orders  issued 
by  your  Board,  on  the  queries  and 
remarks  inserted  by  the  Advocate 
General  and  Standing  Council,  in  the 
draft  of  the  opium  contract  deed  for 
Benares. 

34.  It  was  certainly  proper  to  re¬ 
quire  separate  security  from  the 
opium  contractors,  for  advances  made 
to  them,  on  account  of  surplus  opium, 
as  mentioned  in  your  subsequent  dis¬ 
patches  of  the  8th  March  and  15th 
May  1795. 


Commercial  letter  of  8th  March  1795 

(46)  Referring  to  some  explanations  35.  Already  replied  to. 

of  the  contractor’s  agent,  on  Mr. 

Flemming’s  observations  on  (650)  six 
hundred  and  fifty  chests  of  Bengal 
opium. 

(47)  Subjoining  a  statement,  show-  36.  Needs  no  reply, 

ing  the  particulars  of  the  produce  and 

selling  prices  of  the  opium  disposed 
at  the  second  sale. 
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(48)  Advising  of  the  balance  to  the  " 
contractor  of  the  Rungpore  opium 
having  been  discharged. 

^  1  2)1.  Already  replied  to. 

(49)  Relative  to  requiring  security  ^ 

for  advances  on  account  of  surplus 
opium. 


Commercial  letter  of  15th  May  1795 

(98  and  99)  Opium  contractors  re-  38.  Already  replied  to. 
quired  to  give  separate  securities  for 
advances  on  account  their  surplus 
delivery. 

(100)  Advising  that  the  new  secu-  39.  Needs  no  reply, 
rity  bond  of  the  Bengal  opium  con¬ 
tractor  having  been  executed. 

40.  Your  Separate  letter  of  the  15th  May  1795,  as  to  the  preferable  mode 
of  providing  the  opium  by  agency,  instead  of  by  contract,  has  been  already 
replied  to. 


Customs 

Commercial  letter  of  7th  February  1795 


(61  and  62)  Advising  that  the  col¬ 
lection  made  by  the  Custom  Master, 
under  the  denomination  of  kyally 
dustore,  on  grain  etc.,  having  been  re¬ 
linquished. 

(64)  Mentions  that  sundry  papers  ^ 
from  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay, 
relative  to  the  equalization  of  duties, 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

(65)  Mentions  a  fire  having  hap¬ 
pened  in  one  of  the  Company’s  ^ 
godowns,  but  not  attended  with  bad 
consequences,  owing  to  the  activity 
of  two  of  the  tide  waiters,  to  whom  a 
reward  has  been  given  accordingly ; 
and  that  two  fire  engines  had  been 
allowed  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  the 
use  of  their  Department. 


41.  For  the  reasons  you  have 
assigned,  we  approve  of  your  deter¬ 
mination  that  the  collection  on  grain 
etc.,  under  the  denomination  of 
kyally  dustore  should  be  relin¬ 
quished. 


42.  Need  no  reply. 


Commercial  letter  of  8th  March  1795 

(50- ;5)  Abolition  of  the  Calcutta  43.  We  approve  of  the  manner  in 
town  duty,  and  a  duty  of  (2^4)  which  our  orders  of  19th  February 
two  and  an  half  percent  substi-  1794,  for  abolishing  the  Calcutta  town 
tuted  in  it’s  stead,  and  referring  it  to  duties^  and  substituting  a  duty  of  (2)/3) 
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the  Court,  to  determine  as  to  the  ex-  two  and  an  half  per  cent  on  all  goods 
action  of  this  new  duty  on  foreigners,  imported  or  exported,  have  been 

carried  into  execution,  with  the  ex¬ 
emptions  enumerated  in  your  subse¬ 
quent  dispatch  of  15th  May  1795. 
And  with  respect  to  the  proposition 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  exempting 
from  duty  the  exportation  of  coin  and 
bullion,  we  confess  that  the  reasons 
assigned  in  102nd  paragraph  of  your 
last  mentioned  dispatch  have  con¬ 
vinced  us  of  the  propriety  of  subject¬ 
ing  the  exportation  of  coin  and 
bullion  to  the  payment  of  the  duty. 
But  if  your  endeavours  to  lay  a  duty 
upon  these  articles  shall  still  be  found 
to  be  vexatious  and  ineffectual,  you 
will  take  into  your  serious  considera¬ 
tion  the  propriety  of  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  coin  and  bullion,  un¬ 
der  such  penalties  as  may  appear  to 
you  to  be  proper. 

44.  With  respect  to  the  question 
whether  foreigners  shall  be  subject  to 
the  same  import  and  export  duties, 
on  all  goods  imported  or  exported  on 
their  vessels,  whether  delivered  in,  or 
sent  from  Calcutta  or  elsewhere,  as 
are  in  future  to  be  levied  on  the  com¬ 
merce  of  British  individuals,  we  do 
not  see  that  any  material  inconve¬ 
nience  can  arise  in  the  present  state 
of  political  affairs  from  postponing  a 
decision  thereon.  In  the  mean  time, 
you  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  whe¬ 
ther  the  custom  house  at  Houghly 
could  not  be  re-established,  and  the 
internal  duties  with  respect  to  foreign¬ 
ers  restored  upon  such  terms,  and 
under  such  regulations,  as  would  tend 
to  counterbalance  any  advantage  they 
would  derive  from  being  exempted 
from  the  new  import  and  export 
duties ;  and  if  you  see  this  eligible, 
carry  it  into  effect.  But  you  are  to 
observe  that  they  are  on  no  account 
to  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of 
this  duty,  on  all  goods  imported  or 
exported  on'  their  vessels,  delivered 
in  or  sent  from  Calcutta. 
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45.  We  have  perused  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  referred  to 
in  the  101st  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  ISth  May  1795,  and  approve  of  the 
instructions  to  the  respective  Governments  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay, 
of  the  30th  March,  relative  to  the  equalization  of  duties  at  the  several  Presi¬ 
dencies. 


CoiiwieTcial  lette}'  of  I5lh  Mciy  1795 


(101-103)  Duties. 

(104  and  105)  Mr.  J.  T.  Brown  ap¬ 
pointed  Examiner  and  Appraiser  of 
Piece  Goods  at  the  Custom  House. 


London, 

the  22nd  April  1796. 


46.  Already  replied  to. 

47.  We  approve  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Brown,  to  be 
Examiner  and  Appraiser  of  Piece 
Goods  at  the  Custom  House,  agree¬ 
ably  to  our  directions  of  the  23rd 
April  1794,  upon  the  terras  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  which  you  have  advised  us. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

D.  Scott  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  Lionel  Darell  / 
J.  Smith  Burges  /  Paul  Le  Measurier  / 
John  Travers  /  Thos  Parry  /  A.  Mont¬ 
gomery  Campbell  /  Joseph  Cotton  /J. 
Hunter  /  George  Tatem  /  John  Roberts/ 
Stepn.  Williams. 


37 

LETTER  DATED  4  OCTOBER  1797 

Concern  at  the  loss  in  opiu77i  trade. 


OUE  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  dispatch  in  the  Separate  Department  of  Salt,  Opium  and 
Customs,  was  dated  the  22nd  April  1796.  We  shall  now  reply  to  your  letters 
in  that  Department  of  the  2nd  November  1795,  11th  January,  7th  March,  20th 
May  and  5th  July  1796. 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Departmefit, 
dated  2nd  November  1795 

(1)  Customs  on  exports  to  be  levied  2.  For  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
in  future  on  the  Calcutta  prices.  representation  from  the  Custom 

Master  and  the  Examiner  and  Apprai¬ 
ser  of  Piece  Goods,  we  approve  of  your 
having  resolved  that  in  futm'e  the 
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(2-13)  Opium, 


customs  on  exports  of  piece  goods  be 
levied  on  the  Calcutta  price,  instead 
of  the  aurung  price,  deducting  1/10 
part  for  preventing  the  Company  from 
being  eventually  loaded  with  goods  in 
case  of  dispute  about  the  value  of 
them. 

3.  We  have  given  due  attention  to 
your  proceedings,  referred  to  in  your 
several  dispatches  in  consequence  of 
the  proposition  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
for  securing  to  the  Company  the 
opium  imported  from  the  Vizier's 
dominions.  This  subject  is  very  ably 
discussed  in  the  Governor  General's 
minute  of  the  26th  October  1795,  and 
which  led  to  a  reference  to  the  Resi¬ 
dent  at  Lucknow ;  from  a  perusal  of 
whose  reply  and  of  Sir  John  Shore's 
minute  in  consequence  of  the  29th 
February  1796,  we  approve  of  your  re¬ 
solution  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  opium,  the  manufacture  of  Oude, 
into  the  Company’s  provinces,  having 
previously  obtained  the  acquiescence 
of  the  Nabob  Vizier  for  that  purpose. 
With  respect  to  the  application  of 
Mr.  James  Augustus  Grand,  who  en¬ 
joyed  the  exclusive  manufacture  of 
that  article  in  His  Excellency's  domi¬ 
nions,  for  some  indemnification  on 
account  of  the  injury  he  wHl  sustain 
in  consequence  of  such  prohibition, 
he  certainly  was  entitled  under  all  the 
circumstances  that  have  been  stated, 
to  some  degree  of  consideration ;  at 
the  same  time  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  very  fairly 
ascertained  the  extent  of  the  compen¬ 
sation  which  might  reasonably  be 
granted  to  that  gentleman,  and  we 
accordingly  approve  of  your  having 
authorized  the  Board  to  make  him  an 
allowance  for  the  building  he  may 
have  necessarily  erected  for  the  manu¬ 
facture. 


Vol.  XIII-12 


4.  We  are  aware,  however,  that  the 
prohibitory  measure  alluded  to  in 
the  preceding  paragraph  will  contri- 
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bute  in  a  very  inconsiderable  degree 
towards  restoring  the  revenue  arising 
to  the  Company  from  the  article  of 
opium  to  its  former  standard.  It  will 
afford  us  great  satisfaction  to  be  in¬ 
formed  that  the  causes  of  its  decline, 
enumerated  in  your  several  dispatches 
and  proceedings,  are  gradually  vanish¬ 
ing.  The  alteration  which  is  shortly 
to  take  place  in  the  provision  of  this 
article,  under  the  latitude  given  you 
for  this  purpose  in  our  Separate  dis¬ 
patch  of  the  6th  April  1796  by  chang¬ 
ing  the  contract  for  an  agency,  will  no 
doubt  accelerate  the  object  in  view,  so 
far  as  the  restoring  the  commodity  to 
its  former  estimation  in  the  foreign 
markets  can  be  supposed  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  that  end. 

5.  We  were  extrernely  concerned 
to  find  that  the  net  gain  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  on  opium  in  1794-5  fell  short  of 
the  profits  in  the  preceding  year  to 
the  amount  of  above  fifteen  lacs  and 
a  half  of  rupees,  and  that  the  esti¬ 
mated  profit  on  this  drug  for  1796-7 
is  very  little  more  than  one  lack  of 
rupees.  As  the  revenue  from  opium 
has  long  been  considered  as  a  perma¬ 
nent  resource,  your  zealous  and  un¬ 
remitted  attention  cannot  be  better 
employed  than  in  the  pursuit  of  such 
measures  as  may  be  likely  to  restore 
the  profits  on  this  article  to  their 
former  value.  Before  we  quit  this 
subject  it  is  necessary  to  observe  that 
having  perused  the  proposal  of 
Messrs.  Fairlie,  Reid  and  Co.,  dated 
23rd  February  1796,  to  purchase  the 
whole  of  the  Bahar  and  Benares 
opium  at  specific  prices,  we  concur  en¬ 
tirely  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  thereon  and  approve  of  the  pro¬ 
posal  having  in  consequence  been  re¬ 
jected. 


(14-17)  Salt 


6.  Whilst  we  saw  so  much  reason 
to  lament  the  very  considerable  de¬ 
falcation  in  the  revenue  arising  from 
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the  sale  of  opium,  we  had  great  satis¬ 
faction  in  observing  by  your  Separate 
dispatch  of  the  31st  August  1796,  that 
the  amount  proceeds  of  the  salt  sales 
exceeded  your  estimate  for  1795-6  in 
nearly  five  lacs  and  a  half  of  sicca 
rupees.  We  are  further  pleased  to 
observe,  by  your  overland  dispatch  of 
the  2nd  March  last,  that  the  actual 
produce  of  salt  for  1796-7  is  likely  to 
exceed  the  estimated  produce  by  Rs. 
8,00,000. 

7.  The  answer  to  your  Separate  letters  of  the  1 1th  January  and  7th  March 
1796,  on  the  subject  of  opium  is  included  in  the  preceding  paragraphs. 


Afiswer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Department^ 
dated  20th  May  1796 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2)  Tvlr.  Cotton  appointed  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  Salt  and 
Opium  Department. 


(3)  Advising  the  amount  sale  of 
salt. 

(4)  Opium. 


8.  Needs  no  reply. 

9.  For  the  reasons  which  have  been 
assigned,  we  approve  of  your  having 
separated  the  establishment  of  the  in¬ 
vestment  and  customs  from  that  of 
the  salt  and  opium,  and  of  the  conse¬ 
quent  appointment  of  Mr.  Cotton  as 
Secretary  to  superintend  the  latter,  and 
of  the  salary  and  allowances  you  have 
assigned  him  for  the  execution  of  this 
duty. 

10.  Needs  no  reply. 

11.  Already  replied  to. 


12.  Your  Separate  letter  of  the  5th  July  1796  requires  no  particular  reply 


Answer  to  such  parts  of  the  Commercial  letter  dated  24th  August  1795 
as  are  in  the  Separate  Department 


(56  and  57)  Advising  the  produce 
of  the  salt  sales. 

(58)  Transmitting  salt  statements. 

(59-63)  Importation  of  Coast  salt 
by  individuals  allowed  under  certain 
restrictions. 


13.  Need  no  reply. 

14.  We  have  perused  the  papers 
referred  to  in  these  paragraphs,  on  the 
subject  of  allowing  the  importation 
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of  Coast  salt  for  the  purpose  therein 
mentioned.  The  combined  objects 
of  the  propositions  therein  detail¬ 
ed  were  highly  deserving  your 
attention  ;  but  we  have  been  advised 
from  Madras,  in  a  dispatch  of  the 
23rd  February  1796,  that  not  a  single 
application  was  made  to  that  Govern¬ 
ment  for  permission  to  import  salt 
into  Bengal  on  the  terms  prescribed 
by  you. 

15.  The  advantages  to  be  derived 
to  our  possessions  upon  the  Gorro- 
mandel  Coast,  from  the  discontinu¬ 
ance  of  the  embargo  on  Coast  salt  im¬ 
ported  into  Bengal,  have  been  repeat¬ 
edly  submitted  to  our  consideration 
by  the  Government  of  Madras.  But 
when  we  reflect  on  the  magnitude  of 
the  revenue  arising  to  the  Company 
in  Bengal  from  the  monopoly  of  salt, 
and  the  apprehension  of  its  being 
affected  by  any  material  deviation 
from  the  established  plan  feel  that  it 
must  be  ultimately  referred  to  your 
judgment  to  what  extent  with  secu¬ 
rity  to  the  revenue  the  importation  of 
foreign  salt  can  be  admitted  and 
under  what  regulations  and  at  what 
price  the  article  is  to  be  imported. 

16.  We  observe  by  the  Governor 
GeneraFs  minute  upon  this  subject 
that  the  average  quantity  of  salt 
annually  imported  from  the  Coast 
since  1785  is  4,20,000  maunds.  If 
the  importation  of  this  article 
could  be  encreased  with  safety  to 
your  revenue,  it  certainly  would  be 
a  very  desirable  object,  as  connected 
with  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
Northern  Circars ;  and  your  attention 
will  of  course  be  directed  thereto.  In¬ 
deed,  we  are  encouraged  to  hope 
that  a  more  extensive  importation  of 
Coast  salt  may  hereafter  take  place, 
from  a  perusal  of  the  following 
passage  in  Sir  John  Shore’s  minute 
above  referred  to.  '‘We  may  infer 
from  general  experience  that  the 
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(64-66)  Adulterated  Coast  salt,  part 
of  the  contract  of  Roebuck  and 
Abbott — adjustment  of  the  contract 
account. 


(67  and  68)  Transmitting  generaP 
statement  of  the  opium  of  1794-5  and 
estimate  of  the  resources  expected 
from  this  article  in  1795-6. 

(69)  Calling  the  Court’s  attention 
to  a  proposal  from  the  Board  of  Trade 
relative  to  the  future  provision  of  the 
opium. 

(70)  Relative  to  the  impositions 
practised  by  the  opium  manufacturer 
on  the  contractor. 

(71)  Transmitting  further  proceed¬ 
ings  relative  to  the  customs. 


London, 

the  4th  October  1797. 


manufacture  (of  salt)  in  Bengal  is  not 
capable  of  very  considerable  exten¬ 
sion,  and  if  the  population  of  the 
country  should  encrease  in  the  same 
proportion  as  it  has  done  for  some 
years  past,  an  event  highly  probable, 
the  demand  for  this  article  will  re¬ 
quire  an  additional  supply.” 

17.  We  approve  of  the  manner  in 
which  you  have-  agreed  to  adjust  the 
contract  accounts  of  Messrs.  Roebuck 
and  Abbott  for  the  delivery  of  Coast 
salt  in  consequence  of  a  part  of  the 
quantity  imported  at  your  Presidency 
having  been  adulterated.  We  must 
remark,  however,  that  your  statement 
thereof  in  the  paragraphs  before  us  is 
extremely  incorrect. 


18.  Already  replied  to. 


19.  Needs  no  reply. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  J.  Manship  /  F.  Baring  / 
J.  Hunter  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  Thos.  T. 
Metcalfe  /  W.  Elphinstone  /  W.  Bens- 
ley  /  J.  Smith  Burges  /  G.  W.  Thellus- 
son  /  Chas.  Grant  /  Stepn.  Williams  / 
John  Travers  /  Lionel  Darell  /  Stepn. 
Lushington  /  Joseph  Cotton  /  George 
Smith  /  Edw.  Parry. 
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LETTER  DATED  15  MAY  1799 


Increasing  profits  from  salt  trade — compensation  to  James  Grant. 


Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  in  the  Separate  Department  relating  to  salt,  opium  and 
customs  was  dated  the  4th  October  1797.  Such  of  your  dispatches  in  that 
Department  as  remain  to  be  answered  will  be  replied  to  by  the  present 
opportunity. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Department, 


dated  3 1st 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2)  Jewels  exempted  from  duty 
both  on  export  and  import. 


(3-7)  Salt  statement  and  summary 
transactions  in  the  Salt  Department. 


August  1796 

2.  Needs  no  reply. 

3.  For  the  reasons  which  you  have 
assigned,  we  approve  of  your  deter¬ 
mination  exempting  jewels  from  duty 
both  on  import  and  export.  We 
direct,  however,  that  you  transmit  to 
us  an  account  of  the  revenue  from 
this  duty  for  ten  years  previous  to 
the  late  exemption,  distinguishing 
each  year. 

4.  The  several  reports  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  the  12th  July  1796  and  the 
Nth  July  1797,  which  contain  a 
summary  of  their  proceedings  in  the 
Salt  Department,  are  highly  pleasing 
to  us.  Although  by  the  former  the 
net  resource  from  this  article  for' 
1795-6  appears  to  have  fallen  short  of 
the  preceding  year  by  upwards  of  two 
lacks  of  rupees,  yet  they  have  very 
satisfactorily  accounted  for  the  de¬ 
crease.  In  the  latter  report,  however, 
we  observe  that  the  excess  of  revenue 
for  1796-7  beyond  that  for  1795-6  is 
sicca  Rs.  (4,98,980)  four  lacks  ninety 
eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty,  the  total  amount  of  the  re¬ 
source  from  salt  for  1796-7  being  sicca 
Rs.  (78,79,721)  seventy  eight  lacks 
seventy  nine  thousand  seven  hundred 
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(8)  Advising  their  determination 
to  import  six  lacks  of  maunds  of 
Coast  salt. 

(9-1 1)  Customs. 


and  twenty  one.  Indeed,  it  is  highly 
creditable  to  the  present  system  of 
management  that  on  a  comparison  of 
the  net  resource  from  salt  for  the  first 
4  years  under  the  Board  of  Trade,  it 
exceeds  upon  an  average  that  for  the 
4  last  years,  whilst  it  was  under  a 
Comptroller,  by  upwards  of  nineteen 
lacks  of  sicca  rupees  per  annum.  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  very  candidly 
acknowledged  the  vigilance  and  acti¬ 
vity  of  the  officers  employed  under 
them  in  the  conduct  of  this  important 
branch  of  the  Company's  revenue  ;  yet 
we  are  nevertheless  sensible  that  the 
present  productive  state  of  this  reve¬ 
nue  is  to  be  principally  attributed  to 
the  zeal,  ability,  and  watchful  supe¬ 
rintendance  of  that  Board,  The  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  the  increasing  profits 
upon  the  article  of  salt  to  more  than 
double  the  amount  at  which  they  were 
estimated  in  England  in  1793  cannot 
but  be  highly  gratifying  to  us ;  and 
the  pleasure  which  we  derive  there¬ 
from  is  greatly  augmented  by  the  con¬ 
sideration  that  there  does  not  now 
exist  any  necessity  for  the  use  of  com¬ 
pulsion  in  procuring  labourers  for 
carrying  on  the  manufacture. 

5.  Before  we  quit  the  subject  of 
the  Salt  Department,  we  must  observe 
that  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  their 
minute  of  the  26th  January  1798,  have 
very  satisfactorily  replied  to  the  obser¬ 
vations  of  the  Accountant  General, 
entered  on  the  proceedings  of  that 
day,  respecting  the  irregularity  in  the 
realization  of  the  produce  of  the  sales 
of  this  article. 

6,  Needs  no  reply. 


7.  We  observe  by  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  22nd  July  1796 
that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  cus¬ 
toms  for  1795-6  amounted  to  sicca 
rupees  (7,24332)  seven  lacks  twenty 
four  thousand  three  hundred  and 
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(12)  Collection  of  the  customs  at 
Benares  placed  under  a  separate 
officer. 


thirty  two.  Although  by  their  sub¬ 
sequent  report  on  the  customs  collect¬ 
ed  in  1796-7  there  appears,  on  a  com¬ 
parison  with  the  preceding  years  a  de¬ 
ficiency  of  near  half  a  lack  of  rupees, 
and  which  they  have  satisfactorily 
accounted  for  ;  yet  we  have  the  plea¬ 
sure  to  observe  that  notwithstanding 
this  deficiency  the  actual  net  proceeds 
exceed  the  amount  estimated  in 
England  in  1793  in  the  sum  of  sicca 
Rs.  (2,74,804)  two  lacks  seventy  four 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four. 

8.  For  the  reasons  which  have  been 
assigned  we  approve  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  advised  in  this  paragraph ;  and 
we  direct  that  you  acquaint  us  whe¬ 
ther  its  adoption  has  produced  the 
expected  augmentation  in  the  receipts 
of  the  Benares  customs. 


(13)  Referring  to  a  former  estimate  " 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  in 

the  Salt  Department.  ^  9.  Need  no  reply. 

(14)  Transmitting  proceedings. 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Departmeitt, 
dated  3rd  October  1796 


(1)  Complaint  against  Mr.  Tom¬ 
linson. 


'  (2  and  3)  State  of  the  salt  manu¬ 
facture  in  24  Purgunnahs. 


10.  We  are  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  information  which  has  been  com¬ 
municated  to  us  on  the  subject  noticed 
in  this  paragraph. 

11.  We  are  advised  in  your  subse¬ 
quent  dispatch  of  15th  August  1797 
of  the  still  further  diminution  in 
the  produce  of  the  salt  in  the  24 
Purgunnahs.  We  acknowledge  with 
the  Board  of  Trade  that  our  concern 
for  the  decrease  of  the  produce  is 
more  than  overbalanced  by  the  plea¬ 
sure  we  derive  from  a  knowledge  of 
the  causes  to  which  it  is  attributed, 
namely,  to  the  improved  state  of  the 
country  furnishing  readier  and  more 
advantageous  employment  (raising 
indigo  and  sugar)  than  making  salt 
in  the  woods,  to  the  cheapness  of 
grain  and  to  the  judicial  regulations 
securing  the  people  from  exactions. 
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(4)  Salt  statements. 

(5)  Advising  the  sale  price  of  ten 
lacks  of  maunds  of  salt. 

(6)  Transmitting  a  statement  of  ^ 
the  export  and  import  transit  trade  in 
Bengal  via  Mangee  for  1795-66. 


It  were  to  be  wished,  however,  that 
some  means  could  be  devised  for  res¬ 
toring  the  produce  to  it’s  former 
amount  without  increasing  the  price 
paid  to  the  manufacturers  which,  since 
the  late  addition,  the  Agent  deems 
most  ample  ;  and  we  recommend  the 
subject  to  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  We  likewise 
direct  that  you  report  to  us  the  state 
of  the  salt  balances  in  the  24  Pur- 
gunnahs  which  by  the  letter  from 
that  Board  of  the  14th  July  1797 
appear  to  be  of  increasing  magnitude. 

12.  Already  replied  to. 


13.  Need  no  reply. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Department, 
dated  9th  January  1797 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2-6)  American  trade. 


(7-26)  Referring  to  a  table  of  ex¬ 
change  fixed  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Calcutta  customs,  in  respect  to  the 
several  countries  trading  thither. 

(27-29)  Contain  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  export  and  import 
transit  trade  of  Bengal  via  Mangee 
for  1793-4,  1794-5  and  1795-6. 


14.  Needs  no  reply. 

15.  The  points  brought  into  discus¬ 
sion  at  your  Presidency  relative  to  the 
construction  of  the  13th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  19th  November  1794,  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  will  be  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  His  Majesty’s 
ministers,  and  our  final  instructions 
thereon  will  be  transmitted  by  a 
future  opportunity. 

16.  We  are  not  at  present  aware  of 
any  objection  to  the  rates  established 
in  the  table  referred  to  in  these  para¬ 
graphs  for  the  regulation  of  the  Cal¬ 
cutta  customs. 

17.  By  the  statement  contained  in 
these  paragraphs  we  observe  that  the 
average  imports  for  three  years  exceed 
the  exports  in  the  sum  of  (14,64,007) 
rupees  fourteen  lacks,  sixty  four  thou¬ 
sand  and  seven.  We  are  sorry  that 
no  means  can  at  present  be  suggested 
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(30  and  31)  Referring  to  a  report 
of  the  opium  sale. 


by  which  an  encrease  of  revenue 
might  be  obtained  from  the  customs 
at  Mangee,  or  by  which  the  trade  to 
the  Company’s  provinces  might  be 
rendered  more  advantageous,  so  as  to 
bring  the  exports  on  a  level  with  the 
imports.  We  are  pleased,  however,  at 
the  information  you  have  afforded  us 
that  the  exportation  of  bullion  and 
coins  is  gradually  decreasing. 

18.  We  have  given  due  attention  to 
what  you  have  written  to  us  from  time 
to  time  relative  to  the  opium  sales. 
We  observe  that  the  net  profit  on  the 
opium  for  1795-6  was  sicca  Rs. 
(4,84,518)  four  lacks  eighty  four  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
for  1796-7,  sicca  Rs.  (3,30,000)  three 
lacks  thirty  thousand.  In  your  esti¬ 
mates  of  receipts  and  disbursements 
on  account  of  this  article  for  1797-8,  a 
difference  is  shewn  in  favor  of  the 
receipts  of  only  sicca  rupees  (2,46,245) 
two  lacks  forty  six  thousand  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  five.  We  observe, 
however,  by  your  letter  of  the  10th 
December  1797  that  the  result  of  the 
first  sale  prices  was  considerably  more 
favourable  than  those  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  year. 

19.  In  your  subsequent  letter  in 
this  Department  of  the  15th  August 
1797  we  are  advised  of  the  alteration 
of  the  system  for  the  future  conduct 
of  this  branch  of  revenue,  by  chang¬ 
ing  the  contract  into  an  agency,  agre- 
ably  to  the  option  given  to  you  for 
that  purpose  in  our  dispatch  of  the 
6th  of  April  1796,  and  we  approve  of 
the  plan  and  establishments  which 
you  have  adopted  in  Bahar  and 
Benares  for  carrying  the  same  into 
effect.  As  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  by  the  Company  from  this 
new  plan  are  said  to  depend  chiefly 
on  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
opium  manufactured,  and  the  eco¬ 
nomy  observed  in  the  management  of 
the  business,  we  cannot  too  strongly 
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(32)  Proposition  for  removing  the 
prohibition  on  the  exportation  of  bul¬ 
lion  in  order  to  obtain  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  amount  exported, 


impress  upon  your  minds  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  a  most  minute  attention  to 
points  of  so  much  importance ;  but 
more  especially  to  the  quality  of  the 
opium  in  order  to  prevent  adultera¬ 
tion,  and  to  restore  its  lost  credit  in 
the  Eastern  markets. 

20.  Upon  your  finally  resolving  to 
discontinue  the  provision  of  the 
Bengal  opium,  for  reasons  which 
appear  to  us  to  be  satisfactory,  we 
observe  that  you  are  properly  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  some  compensation  to 
the  cultivators  and  ryotts,  whose  lands 
could  not  at  once  be  converted  to 
other  purposes ;  but  of  the  namre  and 
amounts  of  this  compensation  you 
have  not  yet  advised  us. 

21.  The  estimated  profit  on  opium 
for  1798-9  is  stated  at  eight  lacks.  But 
we  are  aware  that  the  advantages  to 
be  expected  from  the  recent  change 
of  system  for  the  future  management 
of  the  opium,  cannot  be  realized  at 
once.  We  have,  however,  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  find  that  there  is  every  rational 
ground  to  expect  that  the  revenues 
collected  on  this  article  will  reach 
their  former  amount,  within  a  period 
of  three  or  four  years,  which  for  1793-4 
was  above  nineteen  lacks  and  an  half. 
We  are  confident  that  nothing  will  be 
wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  which  zeal  and  ability  can 
supply  in  the  furtherance  of  our  views 
respecting  an  object  of  such  material 
importance  to  the  Company’s  finances. 

22.  We  cannot  quit  the  subject  of 
opium  without  directing  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  what  is  stated  in  the  letter 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  16th 
February  relative  to  the  proper  time 
at  which  this  article  should  be  brought 
to  sale  as  materially  affecting  the 
price. 

23.  We  have  considered  of  the  pro¬ 
position  contained  in  this  paragraph 
for  removing  the  prohibition  on  ^e 
exportation  of  bullion  for  the  purpose 
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and  thereby  to  judge  of  the  expedi-  of  obtaining  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
ency  of  establishing  a  duty  on  the  ex-  the  amount  exported,  and  thereby  to 
portation  of  coin  etc,  judge  of  the  propriety  of  establishing 

a  duty  on  the  exportation.  But  so 
forcibly  are  we  struck  with  the  reason 
assigned  against  the  measure  in  the 
102  paragraph  of  your  Commercial 
letter  of  the  15'th  May  1795  '^not  to 
authorize  by  a  public  Act  the  degree 
of  encouragement  which  would  be 
held  out  by  taking  off  the  prohibition 
on  the  exportation  of  coin  and  bullion 
from  a  country  already  so  much  in 
want  of  it  for  it’s  own  use,  that  the 
ordinary  circulation  is  considerably 
assisted  even  by  the  casual  supplies 
imported  from  other  quarters”,  that 
we  must  for  the  present  withhold  our 
assent  thereto.  Indeed  such  an  assent 
might  be  considered  as  premature, 
since  in  the  20th  paragraph  of  your 
subsequent  dispatch  in  this  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  30th  April  1797  you  have 
intimated  an  intention  to  submit  to 
us  your  sentiments  “on  the  expediency 
of  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  coin, 
and  on  the  penalties  to  be  prescribed 
for  the  breach  of  the  prohibition.” 

(33)  Advising  that  the  Government  24.  Needs  no  reply, 
of  Madras  have  concluded  a  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  six  lacks  of  maunds 
of  Coast  salt  in  Bengal. 

25.  Your  short  letter  in  the  Separate  Department  of  the  2nd  March  1797 
requires  no  particular  reply.  • 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Department, 
dated  30th  April  1797 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last"' 
dispatch. 

(2)  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  >  26.  Need  no  reply, 

the  Court’s  letter  of  22nd  April  1796. 

(3-20)  in  answer  to  the  above  letter.  ^ 

(21-24)  As  to  foreigners  being  sub-  27.  Agreeably  to  your  recommen- 
ject  to  the  same  duties  as  British  sub-  dation  and  for  the  reasons  you  have 
jects.  ,  assigned,  we  shall  take  an  opportunity 

of  suggesting  to  His  Majesty’s  minis¬ 
ters,  that  in  the  event  of  it’s  being 
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(25)  Answer  to  the  Court’s  letter  of 
the  22nd  April  1796  concluded. 

(26)  Referring  to  a  statement  of 
the  sales  of  six  lacks  of  maunds  of 
salt. 

(27)  Request  of  certain  comman¬ 
ders  of  the  Company’s  ships  for  a 
remission  of  duties  upon  their  out¬ 
ward-bound  investments. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in 
dated  15th 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2-18)  Provision  of  opium  by 
agency. 

(19-20)  Advising  several  sales  of 
salt. 

(21  and  22)  Referring  to  the  an¬ 
nual  accounts  of  the  Salt  Department. 

(23-25)  Increase  of  price  to  the  salt 
molunghees  of  Belluah. 


(26)  Salt  Agent  at  Roymungul  per¬ 
mitted  to  charge  sicca  Rs.  (200)  two 
hundred  per  month  for  a  second 
assistant. 


determined  on  the  conclusion  of  a 
peace  to  restore  the  French  and  Dutch 
possessions  in  Bengal,  it  be  made  a 
condition  of  the  restoration  that  their 
trade  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  duties 
as  the  trade  of  British  subjects. 


^  28.  Need  no  reply. 

29.  The  application  of  sundry 
commanders  of  our  ships  for  some 
compensation  on  account  of  their  long 
detention  in  India  is  under  considera¬ 
tion. 

the  Separate  Deparhnentj 
August  1797 

30.  Needs  no  reply. 

31.  Already  .replied  to. 

32.  Need  no  reply. 

33.  Already  replied  to. 

34.  We  have  perused  the  proceed¬ 
ings  to  which  you  have  referred  us, 
and  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
Agent,  we  approve  of  your  having 
agreed  to  the  proposed  increase  in  the 
prices  paid  for  the  salt  of  certain 
aurungs  in  the  Belluah  Division. 

35.  This  charge  appears  to  be  of  a 
temporary  nature  and  to  cease  when 
the  plan  for  the  future  management 
of  the  Joynaghur  Division  of  the  Roy¬ 
mungul  agency  shall  be  determined 
upon,  of  which  determination  you 
will  of  course  advise  us.  We  must 
upon  this  occasion  observe  that  it  be¬ 
hoves  you  not  to  admit  of  any  addi¬ 
tional  charge  in  this  or  in  any  other 
Department  of  your  Government, 
without  the  most  evident  necessity  for 
so  doing,  but  on  the  contrary  to 
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endeavor  to  effect  every  possible  re¬ 
trenchment  in  the  various  branches  of 
your  expenditure. 

(27)  State  of  the  salt  in  the  24  Pur-  36.  Already  replied  to. 
gunnahs. 

(28)  Advising  that  Mr.  Grindall  37.  Needs  no  reply, 
has  discharged  the  balance  of  sicca 

Rs.  11,357-2  demanded  of  him  as 
security  for  Mr.  Griffith. 

(29-31)  Advising  that  the  Vizier  38.  We  are  much  pleased  with 
has  acquiesced  in  our  imposing  a  duty  your  having  obtained  the  consent  of 
of  15  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  exist-  Vizier  to  your  imposing  a  duty  of  fif¬ 
ing  duties  payable  in  Benares  and  teen  per  cent  in  addition  to  the  exist- 
Bahar,  upon  all  indigo  imported  from  ing  duties  payable  in  Benares  and 
bds  dominions.  Bahar,  upon  all  indigo  imported  from 

His  Excellency’s  dominions,  which,  as 
you  justly  observe,  will  be  the  means 
of  obtaining  a  decided  preference  to 
the  manufacture  of  our  own  terri¬ 
tories.  We  rely  upon  your  vigilance 
to  prevent  any  illicit  importation  of 
this  article. 

39.  The  most  material  points  contained  in  your  Separate  letter  of  the 
31st  of  October  1797  have  been  already  noticed  in  the  preceding  part  of  this 
dispatch.  The  only  remaining  subjects  which  require  any  observation  from 
us  are — the  compensation  of  (20,000)  twenty  thousand  rupees  allowed  to  Mr. 
James  Grant  for  the  buildings  erected  by  him  in  the  Vizier’s  dominions  for 
the  manufacture  of  salt  and  the  establishment  of  writers  for  the  office  of  the 
Reporter  of'  External  Commerce.  As  the  compensation  to  Mr.  Grant  was 
deemed  by  you  fair  and  adequate,  and  as  Mr.  Brown,  the  Reporter  of  External 
Commerce,  has  evinced,  by  the  accounts  which  have  been  transmitted  to  us 
of  the  export  and  import  trade  of  Bengal,  the  usefulness  of  his  office,  we 
approve  of  your  determination  upon  these  subjects.  We  shall  expect  from 
Mr.  Brown  an  annual  report  upon  the  several  points  contained  in  his  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  17th  June  1796. 

40.  Your  letters  in  the  Separate  Department  of  the  30th  December  1797 
and  28th  February  1798,  require  no  particular  reply. 

41.  Since  writing  the  preceding  paragraphs,  we  have  received  your  dis¬ 
patches  in  this  Department  by  the  Eurydice,  to  which  we  shall  reply  hereafter. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Stepn.  Lushington  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  W. 
Devaynes  /  J.  Smith  Burges  /  Chas. 
Mills  /  W.  Bensley  /  Thos.  Parry  /  John 
Travers  /  George  Smith  /  S.  Toone  / 
Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  Simon  Fraser  /  W. 
Elphinstone. 


London 

the  15th  May  1799. 
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Agency  system  preferred  to  contract. 


Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal 

1.  Our  last  dispatch  in  the  Separate  Department  of  Salt,  Opium  and 
Customs  w^as  dated  the  15th  May  1799.  To  your  several  letters  in  that  Depart¬ 
ment  of  16th  March,  17th  May,  31st  July,  29th  September,  and  25th  December 
1798,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  reply. 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Department^ 
dated  16th  March  1798 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last  2.  Needs  no  reply, 
dispatch. 

(2  and  3)  Indigo.  3.  This  subject  will  be  replied  to 

hereafter  in  the  Commercial  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(4-6)  Mentions  the  average  sale  4.  Need  no  reply, 
prices  of  salt. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Department, 
dated  17th  May  1798 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2  and  3)  Advising  the  amount 
sales  of  salt. 

(4-6)  Thirty  pounds  per  chest  fixed 
as  the  valuation  of  claret  from 
London,  beyond  which  it  is  not  to  be 
rated  in  calculating  the  customs.  At 
falling  below  £36  (the  present  rate) 
the  customs  to  be  again  charged  upon 
the  cost. 


5.  Need  no  reply. 

6.  For  the  reasons  assigned,  we 
approve  of  your  determination  upon 
the  point  mentioned  in  these  para¬ 
graphs. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Departmefit, 
dated  31st  July  1798 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last"' 
dispatch. 

(2)  Forwarding  proceedings. 

(3-14)  In  answer  to  the  Court’s  ^ 
letters  in  the  Separate  Department  of 
Salt,  Opium  and  Customs,  dated  4th 
October. 


7.  Need  no  reply. 
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(15-18)  Opium.  8.  Your  several  dispatches  in  this 

Department,  received  in  the  course  of 
the  past  season,  on  the  subject  of 
opium,  have  afforded  us  great  satis¬ 
faction.  The  improved  quality  of  the 
drug  and  the  increasing  price  which  it 
experiences  at  your  sales  have  very 
fully  established  the  superiority  of  the 
present  agency  system  over  that  of 
contract ;  and  we  concur  in  opinion 
with  the  Board  of  Trade,  contained  in 
their  letter  of  the  5th  July  last,  that 
this  system,  intelligently,  faithfully 
and  vigorously  administered,  will 
most  undoubtedly  maintain  it’s  super¬ 
iority.  We  have  the  further  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  observe  that  the  opium  pro¬ 
duced  under  the  first  year  of  the 
agency  has  met  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Malays,  thus  affording  a  pros¬ 
pect  of  it’s  entirely  recovering,  in  a 
short  time,  it’s  credit  in  the  foreign 
markets,  and  producing  confidence  in 
your  own. 

9.  Since  the  preceding  paragraph 
was  written,  we  have  received  overland 
,Mr.  Secretary  Barlow’s  letter  of  the 
27th  December  last,  enclosing  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
the  23rd  of  that  month,  by  which  we 
have  the  pleasure  to  find  that  the 
amount  produced  by  the  opium  sale 
on  the  16th  was  sicca  rupees  781  per 
chest  or  sicca  rupees  414  more  than 
the  price  of  the  corresponding  sale  in 
the  preceding  year. 

10.  From  this  very  favorable  state 
of  the  opium  sales,  and  the  rapidity 

.  of  it’s  progress,  under  the  present 
system  of  management,  towards  its 
former  estimations,  our  attention  has 
been  again  drawn  to  the  subject  of 
the  best  means  of  applying  the  opium 
manufacture,  with  the  exception  of 
what  may  be  required  for  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  Bengal  and  for  exporta¬ 
tion  to  Fort  Marlborough,  to  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  our  China  trade. 
It  is  certain  that  with  the  advantages 
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arising  from  the  trade  in  opium,  and 
other  Indian  commodities,  supplies  to 
a  very  considerable  amount  might  be 
annually  secured  to  our  Canton  trea¬ 
sury. 

11.  In  recommending  this  import¬ 
ant  subject  to  your  consideration,  we 
are  desirous  of  calling  your  attention 
to  the  minute  of  Sir  John  Macpher- 
son,  entered  on  your  proceedings  in 
the  Secret  Department  of  Inspection 
of  the  9th  April  1785,  containing  three 
distinct  plans  for  the  management  of 
the  opium  trade  ;  the  letter  from  the 
Government  of  Bengal  of  29th  of  that 
month ;  and  our  opinion  and  direc¬ 
tions  upon  the  whole,  contained  in 
our  dispatch  of  the  27th  March  1787. 
Formerly  the  want  of  an  emporium 
to  the  eastward  seemed  to  be  the 
principal  obstacle  in  the  way  of  estab¬ 
lishing  an  advantageous  commerce  in 
the  article  of  opium,  with  a  view  to 
the  assistance  of  our  funds  in  China. 
But  the  present  state  and  condition 
of  our  settlement  on  Prince  of  Wales’s 
Island,  and  the  possession  of  Malacca, 
effectually  obviate  this  objection.  We, 
therefore,  direct  that  you  consider  the 
subject  with  all  the  deliberation  that 
it’s  importance  demands ;  in  doing 
which  it  will  naturally  occur  to  you 
that  the  most  substantial  security 
must  be  required,  in  whatever  engage¬ 
ments  may  be  entered  into,  for  the 
due  and  regular  payment  of  the 
opium  proceeds  into  our  treasury  at 
Canton,  in  order  to  prevent  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  those  losses  and  disappoint¬ 
ments  which  were  experienced  under 
former  transactions  of  this  nature. 

(19  and  20)  Report  sale  of  salt.  12.  Need  no  reply. 

Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Department^ 
dated  29th  September  1798 

(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last  13.  Needs  no  reply, 
dispatch. 

(2-3)  Referring  to  an  estimate  of  14.  We  have  much  satisfaction  in 

voi.  xni— 13 
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the  receipts  and  disbursements  in 
the  Salt  Department. 


(4-7)  Madras  Government  desired 
to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  six  lacks 
of  maunds  of  Coast  salt  at  Calcutta. 


(8-11)  Opium. 

(12-20)  Duties  on  foreign  trade. 


observing  by  your  dispatch  of  the  2nd 
September  last,  that  the  net  profit  on 
salt  for  1798-9  was  sicca  rupees 
(83,69,826)  eighty  tliree  lacks .  sixty 
nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  six,  exceeding  the  estimate  by 
sicca  rupees  (6,66,039)  six  lacks  sixty 
six  thousand  and  thirty  nine,  and  the 
profit  of  the  preceding  year  in  sicca 
rupees  (10,10,561)  ten  lacks  ten  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  and  sixty  one.  The 
very  able  and  satisfactory  report  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  19th  July 
1799,  referred  to  in  your  last  mention¬ 
ed  dispatch,  on  this  very  essential 
branch  of  our  revenue  has  been  per¬ 
used  with  great  pleasure.  The  amaz¬ 
ing  increase  in  this  resource  for  the 
last  six  years  under  their  administra¬ 
tion,  amounting  to  above  one  hundred 
and  twenty  five  lacks  of  sicca  rupees, 
in  comparison  with  the  six  preceding 
years  under  the  Comptroller,  is  highly 
creditable  to  the  Board,  as  evincing 
great  attention,  ability  and  integrity 
in  then*  superintendance  of  this  im¬ 
portant  concern. 

15.  Mr.  Dring’s  failure  in  his  con¬ 
tract  for  the  delivery  of  Coast  salt  in 
the  preceding  year,  and  the  small 
deliveries  under  that  which  was 
subsequently  concluded  with  Mr. 
Yeats,  have  been  already  adverted  to 
in  our  letter  to  the  Madras  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  31st  October  last,  a  copy 
of  which  has  been  transmitted  to  you. 

16.  Already  replied  to. 

17.  We  have  perused  the  papers  to 
which  you  have  referred  us,  and,  for 
the  reasons  which  have  been  assigned, 
we  approve  of  and  confirm  your  reso¬ 
lution  that  all  goods  the  produce  of 
Bengal  or  of  the  upper  countries, 
which  may  be  exported  from  Calcutta 
to  any  of  the  foreign  settlements, 
shall  be  subject  to  duty  in  the  same 
manner  as  goods  exported  by  sea 
direct  from  Calcutta.  It  is  impossible 
for  the  Danish  Government  to  con- 


11  JUNE  1800 


195 


tend  that  their  subjects,  or  others, 
resorting  to  Serampore,  shall  have 
greater  indulgence  in  the  article  of 
duties  than  what  is  granted  to  British 
subjects  and  others  resorting  to  Cal¬ 
cutta  ;  if  this  be  admitted  the  business 
with  the  Danes  will  be  soon  adjusted 
by  every  vessel  passing  Calcutta  pay¬ 
ing  the  duties  on  the  amount  of  the 
cargo  certified  by  the  Custom  House 
at  Serampore,  when  it  is  an  export 
cargo  from  Bengal,  and  on  the 
amount  of  the  import  cargo  to  be 
certified  by  the  invoices  and  oaths  of 
the  Master  and  Super-cargo.  Should 
the  Danes,  contrary  to  our  expecta¬ 
tion,  resist  an  arrangement  founded 
on  such  equitable  principles,  or  find 
means  to  evade  it,  we  have  further  to 
signify  our  approbation  of  your  deter¬ 
mination  for  taking  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  re-establishing  the 
Custom  House  at  Houghly  for  collect¬ 
ing  the  duties  formerly  levied  on  the 
trade  of  the  foreign  settlements,  or  of 
adopting  such  other  measures  as  may 
appear  more  advisable.  It  never  can 
be  considered  as  a  hardship  that  a 
factory  of  a  nation  residing  under  the 
protection  of  another  should  be  put 
on  the  same  footing  with  respect  to 
privileges  as  the  subjects  of  the  pro¬ 
tecting  nation. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Separate  Department^ 
dated  25th  December  1798 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last"" 
dispatch. 

(2)  Forwarding  proceedings. 

(3  and  4)  Referring  to  statements 
showing  the  resources  which  have 
been  derived  from  salt  in  1797-8. 


(5)  Advising  the  amount  sale  of 
eight  lacks  of  maunds  of  salt. 


18.  Need  no  reply. 

19.  You  have  very  satisfactorily 
accounted  for  the  profit  arising  from 
the  salt  in  1797-8  having  fallen  short 
of  the  profits  of  the  preceding  year  in 
the  sum  of  sicca  rupees  (5,20,456)  five 
lacks  twenty  thousand  four  hundred 
and  fifty  six. 

20.  Needs  no  reply. 
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(6  and  7)  Pension  to  Mr.  J.  Wilson 
an  Assistant  in  the  Salt  Department. 


(8-13)  Opium. 

(14-17)  Relative  to  Captain  Can¬ 
ning’s  suit  against  the  Company  and 
advising  his  having  been  nonsuited. 

(18)  Advising  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  customs  for  1797-8, 


London, 

the  11th  June  1800. 


21.  In  the  14th  and  15th  para¬ 
graphs  of  your  last  dispatch  in  this 
Department  of  the  2nd  September 
1799,  we  are  advised  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Wilson,  shortly  after  this  indul¬ 
gence  had  been  granted  to  him. 

22.  Already  replied  to. 


^  23.  Need  no  reply. 


We  arc, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis  /  D.  Scott  /  J.  Manship  / 
John  Roberts  /  George  Tatem  /  Abram 
Robarts  /  Thos.  Parry  /  William  Thorn¬ 
ton  /  G.  W.  Thellusson  /  Rob.  Thorn¬ 
ton  /  Joseph  Cotton  /  Jacob  Bosanquet  / 
Stepn.  Lushington  /  Chas.  Grant  / 
Lionel  Darell  /  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  Paul 
Le  Mesurier  /  Chas.  Mills. 
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Judicial  admmistration  of  the  Presidency  towns — matters  relating  to  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Calcutta. 

Our  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal 

1.  Our  last  letter  from  this  Department  was  dated  8th  July  1795.  We  now 
proceed  to  reply  to  such  parts  of  your  advices  received  since  that  period  as 
relate  to  Law  matters. 

Public  letter  of  24th  December  1794 


(29-31)  Transmitting  a  further  and 
more  detailed  opinion  of  the  Advocate 
General  relative  to  the  ransom  of 
Nattal,  and  mentioning  that  the  Resi¬ 
dency  of  Fort  Marlborough  have  been 
directed  to  supply  the  information  on 
the  points  therein  required. 

(40-43)  Relative  to  Mr.  Galley’s 
refusal  to  act  as  a  Justice  of  Peace  at 
Bombay. 


(44-52)  Taking  that  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  defraying  the  Police  Establish¬ 
ment  of  Calcutta  from  the  produce  of 
the  Abharry  tax  is  frustrated,  the 
Company’s  right  to  collect  it  within 
the  limits  of  Calcutta  being  doubtful, 
information  required  from  the  Board 


2.  Wt  shall  cause  the  opinion  of 
the  King’s  Advocate  to  be  taken  upon 
the  case  mentioned  in  these  para¬ 
graphs. 


3.  The  question  which  has  arisen 
at  Bombay  on  the  construction  of  the 
late  act  of  Parliament  in  consequence 
of  Mr.  Edward  Galley’s  refusal  to  act 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  appears  to  us 
of  considerable  importance,  but  as  it 
does  not  require  our  immediate  deci¬ 
sion,  we  shall  defer  giving  our  senti¬ 
ments  upon  it  till  we  hear  from  that 
Presidency  on  the  subject  or  learn 
what  steps  have  been  there  taken  in 
consequence  of  your  communication 
of  the  Advocate  General’s  opinion. 

4.  We  shall  reply  to  these  para¬ 
graphs  when  the  information  required 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  shall  be 
received. 
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of  Revenue  as  to  the  general  exercise 
of  this  right  prior  to  the  passing  of 
the  Regulating  Act  of  1773. 

(53)  Office  of  Collector  of  Taxes 
annexed  to  that  of  Collector  of  Cal¬ 
cutta,  and  a  commission  of  ten  per 
cent  allowed  on  the  collections. 


(55)  Stating  why  only  a  part  of  the 
assessment  of  Calcutta  has  been  con¬ 
firmed. 

(56)  Office  of  the  Assessor  of 
Calcutta  rendered  a  permanent  office 
with  a  salary. 


5.  In  the  5th  paragraph  of  our 
letter  of  8th  July  1795  we  informed 
you  that  we  entertained  a  doubt  of 
the  legality  and  propriety  of  the  com¬ 
mission  allowed  to  the  Collector  of 
the  scavengers  rates  in  Calcutta,  and 
recommended  the  subject  to  your 
reconsideration ;  and  as  we  enter¬ 
tained  the  same  doubts  with  respect 
to  the  commission  allowed  to  the 
Collector  of  Taxes  we  refer  you  to  the 
directions  therein  contained ;  and 
which  we  also  consider  as  equally 
applicable  to  the  salary  annexed  to 
the  office  of  Assessor  of  Calcutta  as 
mentioned  in  the  56th  paragraph  of 
the  letter  to  which  we  are  in  part 
replying. 

6.  Needs  no  reply. 


7.  Already  replied  to. 


Public  letter  of  5th  February  1795 


(28)  A  question  from  Madras  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Judges  relative  to  the 
mode  of  proceeding  at  the  Quarter 
Sessions  in  the  absence  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor. 


(29-31)  Suits  against  Justices  of  the 
Peace  not  to  be  defended  by  the 
Company. 


8.  As  we  do  not  find  from  an 
examination  of  your  consultations, 
hitherto  received,  that  the  Judges 
have  yet  delivered  any  opinion  on  the 
reference  from  Madras,  we  have  no 
observation  to  make  on  this  para¬ 
graph. 

9.  We  approve  your  determination 
in  not  defending  Justices  of  the  Peace 
against  actions  which  may  be  brought 
against  them  for  wrongs  in  their 
offices-  No  such  indemnification  is 
given  them  in  England  when  they 
appear  to  have  acted  honorably  altho’ 
guilty  of  little  errors.  Courts  of  Justice 
will  give  them  every  reasonable  sup¬ 
port  and  as  much  as  possible  dis¬ 
courage  complaints  and  actions 
against  them  and  where  they  act 
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(32)  Transmitting  the  proclama¬ 
tion  fixing  bounds  of  Calcutta. 

(33-34)  Balance  of  Police  receipts 
when  exceeding  a  certain  sum  to  be 
remitted  to  the  General  Treasury — 
Justices  and  Collector  of  Calcutta 
required  to  send  a  periodical  account 
of  receipts  and  disbursements. 

(35)  Stating  that  a  further  loan  of 
Rupees  (40,000)  forty  thousand  has 
been  made  to  the  Justices  to  enable 
them  to  keep  the  town  of  Calcutta  in 
repair. 


(36-38)  Stating  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  house  allotted  to  the 
Justices  for  an  ojBSce  has  been  engaged 
for  a  further  period  and  the  terms  of 
engagement. 


(39)  Advising  the  revival  of  the 
olEce  of  Clerk  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 


from  improper  motives  or  with  im¬ 
proper  views  they  ought  to  be  left 
open  to  the  law.  An  expectation  of 
indemnity  might  induce  them  to  be 
less  attentive  than  they  ought  to  be 
to  the  fair  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
their  stations.  We  therefore  as  at  pre¬ 
sent  advised  cannot  give  our  sanction 
to  your  resolution  to  offer  indemnity 
in  any  case  where  an  action  or  com¬ 
plaint  shall  appear  to  be  malicious, 
vexatious  and  groundless ;  they  will 
be  entitled  to  recover  their  costs  from 
the  party  by  whom  they  are  sent  or 
prosecuted,  and  very  few  instances 
will  be  found  to  justify  a  resort  to 
Government  for  indemnification  which 
from  private  friendship  may  be 
abused. 

10.  Needs  no  reply. 

11.  We  approve  of  the  regulations 
advised  in  these  paragraphs. 


12.  Of  the  propriety  or  necessity  of 
making  this  loan  to  the  Justices,  you 
yourselves  are  the  most  proper  judges 
and  we  have  only  to  express  a  hope 
that  some  resource  will  be  found  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  expence  of  the  police 
establishment,  without  having  re¬ 
course  to  loans  from  the  Company's 
treasury. 

13.  We  approve  of  your  having 
allotted  the  house  formerly  hired  for 
the  reception  of  the  Vakeel  of  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  for  an  office  for  the 
Justices,  and  of  the  terms  on  which 
it  is  continued  to  be  rented  but  we 
are  of  opinion  that  this  expence  should 
not  be  continued  as  a  charge  on  the 
Company  distinct  from  the  general 
police  establishment,  but  included 
therein. 

14.  Upon  comparing  the  allowance 
and  establishment  made  to  the  Clerk 
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salary  and  establishment  annexed 
thereto. 


(40-41)  Stating  the  amount  of  the 
allowance  granted  to  the  late  tempo¬ 
rary  and  the  present  permanent 
Assessors  of  Calcutta. 


of  the  Peace  as  mentioned  in  your 
letter  of  the  5th  of  February  1795  with 
those  formerly  made  to  that  officer  as 
referred  to  in  the  Governor  General’s 
minute  entered  on  the  Public  Consul¬ 
tations  of  16th  January  1795,  it 
appears  that  the  allowance  and  estab¬ 
lishment  of  that  officer  has  sometimes 
been  greater  and  sometimes  a  trifle 
less  and  as  what  is  now  proposed  is 
upon  due  consideration  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  annexed  to  the  office,  we  approve 
of  the  allowance  and  establishment 
you  have  made. 

15.  We  have  already  expressed  our 
doubts  of  the  legality  of  applying  any 
part  of  the  public  assessments  to  any 
uses  whatever  except  to  those  for 
which  they  are  made,  and  which 
doubts  we  still  entertain,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  opinion  of  your  Advo¬ 
cate  General  that  all  the  charges 
necessarily  incurred  by  making  such 
assessments  may,  under  the  true  cons¬ 
truction  of  the  Act,  be  lawfully  deduc¬ 
ted  from  the  sums  collected ;  we  can¬ 
not  therefore  yet  give  you  full  appro¬ 
bation  for  having  granted  to  the  four 
temporary  Assessors  of  Calcutta  the, 
allowance  of  rupees  (300)  three  hun¬ 
dred  per  month  salary  and  (100)  one 
hundred  rupees  per  month  for  ex- 
pences  from  the  date  of  their  appoint¬ 
ments  until  the  delivery  of  their  res¬ 
pective  accounts.  The  same  objection 
lies  against  the  salary  you  have  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  permanent  Assessor  which, 
if  on  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject 
as  directed  in  our  orders  of  the  8th 
July  1795  should  be  found  improper, 
must  be  immediately  discontinued. 
We  also  think  five  hundred  rupees  per 
month  too  large  an  allowance  for  this 
duty,  if  there  should  be  no  legal  ob¬ 
jection  to  it,  and  therefore  in  that  case 
direct  it  to  be  reduced  to  three  hun¬ 
dred  rupees  per  month  which  we 
deem  a  very  adequate  compensation 
both  for  trouble  and  expence. 
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(43)  New  Commission  of  the  Peace  ^ 
for  Madras  applied  for. 

(44j  Transmitting  a  list  of  Euro-  ^  Need  no  reply, 

pean  inhabitants  not  in  the  King’s  or 
Company’s  service. 


Public  letter  of  8th  March  1795 


(42-43)  Respecting  fires  arising 
from  huts  built  by  natives. 


(47)  Stating  that  an  order  has  been 
issued  for  payment  of  the  salaries  to 
the  late  Assessors  of  Calcutta  and  the 
Advocate  General’s  opinion  on  the 
subject. 

(44,  46,  48)  Respecting  British  sub¬ 
jects  in  India  executing  covenants. 


17.  The  mischiefs  and  inconveni¬ 
ences  complained  of  in  these  para¬ 
graphs  respecting  fires  are  of  a  very 
serious  and  alarming  nature  and  re¬ 
quire  the  utmost  and  most  speedy 
exertions  of  Government  in  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  every  legal  remedy.  What 
that  remedy  should  be  can  best  be 
considered  and  determined  upon  by 
your  Government  and  from  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  your  letter  wt  hope  that  it 
has  long  before  this  time  been  estab¬ 
lished. 

18.  Already  replied  to. 


19.  We  approve  your  proceedings 
for  getting  covenants  executed  by  the 
various  classes  of  British  subjects  resi¬ 
dent  under  the  protection  of  your 
Government  except  what  respects  the 
establishment  of  a  separate  office  for 
the  registry  of  covenants  being  of 
opinion  that  such  a  separate  estab¬ 
lishment  is  unnecessary.  We  agree 
that  your  Secretary  should  not  have 
his  mind  diverted  from  more  material 
business  by  all  the  minute  details 
relating  to  the  covenants  nor  is  this 
necessary  although  the  business  of  the 
covenants  should  remain  in  his  office. 
The  various  businesses  transacted  in 
our  Secretary’s  office  in  England  are 
divided  into  departments  amongst  the 
different  clerks  in  the  Secretary’s  office 
who  go  through  the  minute  details 
under  the  control  and  inspection  of 
the  Secretary.  In  like  manner  we 
conceive  the  business  relating  to  cove¬ 
nants  may  be  put  under  the  care  of 
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one  of  the  clerks  in  your  Secretary’s 
oliice  acting  under  the  Secretary,  and 
the  expence  of  the  establishment  of  a 
new  office  be  wholly  avoided. 

Public  letter  of  15th  May  1795 


20.  Need  no  reply. 


of  7th  February  1795 


(32-33)  Stating  that  a  new  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Peace  has  been  issued 
for  Bombay. 

j 

Connnercial  letter 

(114-118)  Relative  to  the  claim  of 
the  assignees  of  Mr.  Lawlie  on  the 
Company. 


(119)  Return  of  commission  for 
examining  witnesses  in  suit  against 
Keighley. 


21.  Your  proceedings  in  resisting 
this  claim  have  our  fullest  approba¬ 
tion.  The  payment  to  Mr.  Farquhar- 
son  appears  to  us  to  have  been  regular 
and  it  seems  pretty  clear  from  what 
Sergeant  Hill  says  in  his  opinion  that 
if  the  case  had  been  correctly  stated 
to  him  he  would  not  have  recom¬ 
mended  a  claim  to  have  been  made 
on  the  Company,  and  defective  or 
erroneous  as  the  case  is,  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Serjeant  justifies  the 
payment  but  if  any  doubt  had  re¬ 
mained  upon  the  right  that  doubt 
would  have  been  removed  by  the  pay¬ 
ment  having  been  made  with  the 
knowledge  and  under  the  sanction  of 
the  assignee’s  agents. 

22.  Under  these  circumstances  we 
cannot  suppose  that  the  demand  will 
be  persisted  in  but  if  it  should,  you 
must  defend  it  first  giving  notice  to 
Mr,  Farquharson  and  calling  upon 
him  to  take  the  defence  upon  himself 
and  to  bear  the  charge  which  we  think 
he  will  be  liable  to,  notwithstanding 
his  indemnity  bond  has  been  can¬ 
celled  in  the  unaccountable  manner 
which  appears  upon  the  enquiry  you 
have  caused  to  be  made  into  that 
transaction. 

23.  The  depositions  of  witnesses 
and  exhibits  advised  by  this  paragraph 
to  have  been  sent  home  by  the  Lord 
Hawkeshury  and  Essex  have  been 
received  but  we  must  complain  of  the 
inattention  and  neglect  of  your  soli¬ 
citor  in  not  attending  to  the  instruc- 
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Concerning  American  ships  taken 
by  Captain  Charles  MitchelFs  squa- 


tions  sent  out  for  executing  the  com¬ 
mission.  By  these  it  was  desired  “that 
as  correct  a  state  as  possible  might  be 
sent  home  of  what  was  supposed  to 
be  the  substance  of  each  witness’s 
deposition  on  the  part  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  also  the  names  of  all  the 
witnesses  examined  by  Mr.  Keighley 
with  an  account  of  what  it  was  prob¬ 
able  each  of  them  had  said  that  we 
might  be  able  to  form  as  good  a 
judgement  as  possible  before  publica¬ 
tion  passes  [sic]  whether  any  defi¬ 
ciency  in  the  evidence  could  be 
supplied  here.” 

24.  But  this  instruction  has  been 
wholly  neglected.  Not  a  syllable  has 
been  written  upon  the  subject,  and  we 
are  therefore  wholly  at  a  loss  to  judge 
whether  any  additional  evidence  can 
be  given  here  of  what  may  have  been 
defective  in  India.  We  desire  you 
will  point  out  this  negligence  in  strong 
terms  of  reprehension. 

25.  We  also  desire  that  the  return 
of  the  commission  may  not  prevent 
your  investigating  the  causes  of  delay 
in  its  execution  noticed  in  our  Com¬ 
mercial  letters  of  15th  April  and  6th 
May  1795  to  which  we  shall  expect  full 
and  explicit  answers. 

26.  Since  writing  the  foregoing 
paragraphs  concerning  the  commis¬ 
sion  in  the  cause  against  Mr. 
Keighley,  the  depositions  of  the  wit¬ 
nesses  have  been  published  and  we 
are  sorry  to  add  that  if  the  instruc¬ 
tions  had  been  attended  to  the  evi¬ 
dence  would  have  been  more  pointed 
and  complete ;  however,  the  cause  has 
been  heard  and  we  have  obtained  a 
decree  for  accounts  of  all  Mr.  Keigh¬ 
ley’s  dealings  impeached  by  the  bill 
to  be  taken  before  a  Master  in  Chan¬ 
cery  except  the  loss  arising  upon  the 
silk  of  1782  which  demand  under  the 
advice  of  our  Council  was  waived. 

27.  We  approve  every  part  of  your 
conduct  respecting  the  ships  America 
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dron  as  per  letters — SOth  December 

1794,  paras  144  to  160,  4th  February 

1795,  paras  16  to  18,  6th  March  1795, 
paras  24  to  30,  12tli  May  1795,  paras 
54  to  56. 


Concerning  the  demand  on  Mr. 
Holds  sureties. 


and  Enterprise  mentioned  in  these 
paragraphs  as  the  most  likely  both  to 
avoid  any  misunderstanding  with  the 
States  of  America  and  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  parties  by  affording 
them  reasonable  assistance  to  perform 
their  voyage  home.  The  principle 
upon  which  you  acted  in  leaving  the 
consequences  of  the  capture  both  as 
to  benefit  and  damage  to  the  captors 
is  certainly  a  right  one  and  from 
which  w^e  shall  not  depart.  The 
gratuities  therefore  which  we  have 
given  to  the  commanders  and  officers 
of  the  several  ships  employed  in  the 
expedition  in  the  Eastern  Seas  is  not 
to  be  considered  as  freeing  Captain 
Mitchell  from  the  decrees  against  him 
respecting  these  American  ships  but 
the  damages  awarded  against  him 
must  be  paid  and  so  far  has  it  been 
advanced  by  the  Company  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  your  letters  be  refunded  by 
him  in  like  manner  as  if  no  reward 
had  been  given  him  for  meritorious 
services. 

28.  No  demand  has  yet  been  made 
here  by  the  Americans  for  the 
damages  awarded  them  by  the 
Supreme  Court ;  if  such  a  demand 
should  be  made  it  will  be  resisted  on 
the  part  of  the  Company,  but  we  hope 
they  will  pursue  their  remedy  against 
Captain  Mitchell  and  not  pursue  the 
Company. 

29.  We  are  exceedingly  surprised 
at  not  having  heard  from  you  upon 
this  subject  to  any  material  effect 
since  your  letter  of  27th  October  1793, 
para  146,  at  which  time  you  informed 
us  that  a  letter  had  been  addressed 
to  you  by  Mr.  Bathurst  on  the  subject 
of  the  claim  on  him  and  Mr.  Arbuth- 
not  as  sureties  for  Mr.  Holt,  but  you 
neither  stated  to  us  the  substance  of 
the  letter  nor  transmitted  us  a  copy 
thereof,  but  merely  acquainted  us  that 
it  was  under  reference,  and  that  the 
result  wmuld  be  advised  by  a  future 
dispatch. 
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30.  This  reference  ought  to  have 
produced  and  we  must  presume  did 
produce  a  refutation  of  what  Mr. 
Bathurst  alleges  by  way  of  objection 
to  the  demand  made  upon  [him]  and 
Mr.  Arbuthnot  and  therefore  we  rely 
that  if  our  instructions  to  proceed 
against  them  have  been  pursued  the 
money  has  been  or  will  be  recovered, 
but  if  contrary  to  our  expectations 
the  misconduct  of  our  servants  from 
their  engagements,  [sic]  we  direct 
tliat  those  who  have  so  misconducted 
themselves  be  called  upon  to  make 
good  the  Company’s  damages  as 
such  misconduct  must  either  have 
arisen  from  wilfulness  or  the  grossest 
negligence. 

31.  Whatever  may  have  been  done 
or  doing  we  desire  to  be  fully  inform¬ 
ed  of  all  your  proceedings  with  every 
circumstance  relating  to  the  transac¬ 
tion. 


We  are, 

Your  afEectionate  friends, 

D.  Scott  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  John  Roberts  / 
R.  Thornton  /  J.  Smith  Burges  /  Simon 
Fraser  /  Thos.  Parry  /  John  Travers  / 
Joseph  Cotton  /  A,  M.  Campbell  /  W. 
Elphinstone  /  Stepn.  Williams  /  Paul  Le 
London,  Mesurier  /  W.  Bensley  /  George  Tatem  / 

the  5th  August  1796.  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe. 
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LETTER  DATED  11  JUNE  1800 

Revision  of  the  estahlishynent  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  and 
reduction  of  law  expenses. 

OuR  Go^^ernor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Your  several  dispatches  in  the  Law  Department  which  require  any 
answer  from  us  are  dated  the  22nd  February,  29th  September  and  25th 
December  1798. 
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Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  haw  Department 
dated  the  28th  February  1798 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2-5)  Answer,  in  part,  to  the  Court's  ^ 
letter  in  the  Law  Department  dated 
the  5th  August  1796. 

(6)  Referring  to  the  reports  of  the 
Revenue  Collectors  relative  to  the 
Abkarry  tax. 


(7-15)  Answer  to  the  Court's  letter 
of  the  5th  of  August  1796,  continued. 

(16-19)  Inconvenience  and  danger 
of  straw  huts  in  large  towns,  occasion¬ 
ing  frequent  conflagrations. 


2.  Need  no  reply. 


3.  We  have  perused  the  reports 
from  the  Revenue  Collectors,  referred 
to  in  this  paragraph  on  the  subject 
of  the  Abkarry j  or  tax  upon  spiri¬ 
tuous  liquors,  which  appears  to  have 
been  ptetty  generally  levied  through¬ 
out  the  provinces  in  one  shape  or 
other  previous  to  the  Company’s  ac¬ 
quisition  of  the  Dewanny.  It  further 
appears  from  a  document  which 
accompanied  the  report  from  the  Col¬ 
lector  of  Kishenagur,  that  before  that 
period,  the  tax  which  was  levied  on 
the  makers  and  venders  of  spirituous 
liquors  within  the  towns  of  Chinsura, 
Chandernagore  and  Calcutta  was 
higher  than  in  the  interior,  on  account 
of  the  superior  quality  of  the  spirits 
manufactured  in  those  places. 

4.  As  it  may  be  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  various  other  articles  of 
taxation,  and  as  doubts  have  been  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  Company’s  right  to 
collect  duties  within  the  limits  of  Cal¬ 
cutta,  the  principal  place  of  consump¬ 
tion,  the  propriety  of  obtaining  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  imposing  regulations 
for  the  police  of  that  city,  and  for 
other  purposes,  is  now  in  contempla¬ 
tion. 

5.  Need  no  reply. 

6.  As  it  appears  by  the  opinion  of 
your  Advocate  General  that  the  Jus¬ 
tices  do  not  derive  from  the  Statute  of 
the  33rd  of  His  Majesty,  under  which 
they  were  appointed,  any  powers  or 
authority  adequate  to  the  purpose  of 
preventing  or  remedying  the  mis¬ 
chiefs  arising  from  the  erecting  of 
habitation  in  Calcutta,  thatched  with 
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(20-23)  Answer  to  the  Court’s 
letter  of  rhe  5th  of  August  1796, 

continued. 

(24)  Respecting  the  Commission  in 
the  cause  of  Mr,  Keighly. 

(25)  Capt.  Mitchell’s  application  to 
be  allowed  the  balance  of  his  Proctor’s 
bill  of  law  charges,  in  the  suit  relative 
to  the  capture  of  the  ships,  America 
and  Enterprize. 


straw  and  constructed  of  mats  and 
other  combustible  materials,  we  trust 
that  powers  will  soon  be  sent  out  so 
that  the  accomplishment  of  this 
salutary  purpose  may  be  attained. 

7.  Need  no  reply. 


8.  Already  repUed  to. 

9.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  capture 
of  the  two  ships  named  in  this  para¬ 
graph  by  the  squadron  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Sir  Charles 
Mitchell,  it  is  necessary  to  inform  you 
that  Mr.  Babcock  in  whose  favor  a 
decree  was  obtained  in  the  Supreme 
Court  for  the  Enterprize,  applied  to 
us  for  payment  of  die  balance  due  on 
that  decree,  after  deducting  the  sum 
of  sicca  rupees  37,50Q,  which  you  had 
ordered  to  be  advanced  him  in  Bengal 
on  his  several  applications. 

10.  Having  attended  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  advised  in  your  several 
letters  in  the  Political  Department  of 
the  30th  December  1794,  4th  Febru¬ 
ary,  6th  March  and  12th  May  1795, 
and  to  our  reply  thereto  of  the  5th 
August  1797,  having  also  taken  the 
opinions  of  His  Majesty’s  Advocate 
General  and  our  Standing  Counsel, 
we  thought  it  advisable  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  to  pay 
Mr.  Babcock’s  demand  which  was  ad¬ 
justed  as  follows: 

Amount  of  costs  and 
damages  decreed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  ...  £9,428-  3-11 

Interest  for  one  year 
from  the  9th  April  1795 
(which  we  considered  as 
a  sufficient  period  for 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Bab¬ 
cock  in  this  country 
and  for  preferring  his 
claims)  at  5  p.c.  ...  471-8-2 


£9,899-12-  1 
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Deduct  sicca  rupees 
35,000  advanced  in  Ben¬ 
gal  the  9th  March  1795 
@  S. 1/1  Id.  the  current 
rupee  £3,890-16-8.  In¬ 
terest  to  9th  April  1796 
@  5  per  cent  per  annum 
£210-15-1.  And  sicca 
rupees  2,500  advanced 
1st  May  1795  with  in¬ 
terest  as  above  £291  4,392-11-  9 


The  balance  being  £5,507-  0-  4 
was  accordingly  paid  to  Mr.  Babcock 
on  his  giving  a  full  discharge  of  all 
demands  against  the  Company  and 
the  captors  in  respect  of  the  capture 
and  detention  of  the  American 
ship  Enterprize  and  her  cargo  by  the 
squadron  formerly  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Commodore  Mitchell. 

11.  Some  time  after  this  had  taken 
place  we  received  a  memorial  from 
Sir  Charles  Mitchell  representing  the 
great  expences  incurred  by  himself 
and  the  other  captors  jointly  in  prose¬ 
cuting  the  suit  against  the  Ame¬ 
rican  ships  captured  by  the  squadron 
under  his  command  amounting  to 
upw^ards  of  £7,400  for  the  balance  of 
which  being  sicca  rupees  22,712-6-5  he 
had  been  called  on  in  his  former 
voyage  to  Bengal  and  was  obliged  to 
give  bond  for  payment  in  England 
before  he  could  be  permitted  to  leave 
Bengal,  and  praying  we  would  take 
the  whole  of  this  subject  into  our  con¬ 
sideration  and  afford  him  relief. 

12.  As  we  entertained  no  doubt 
but  that  in  his  proceedings  relative 
to  the  capture  of  the  American  ships. 
Commodore  Mitchell  was  actuated  by 
a  laudable  zeal  for  the  public  service 
committed  to  his  charge,  we  agreed 
to  indemnify  him  against  the  bond 
for  sicca  rupees  22,712-6-5  for  the 
balance  of  law  charges  in  the  suit 
brought  in  the  Supreme  Court  for  the 
condemnation  of  those  ships,  and 
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(26)  Answer  to  the  Court's  letter 
of  the  5th  August  1796  concluded. 

(27-28)  Request  of  Mr.  Justice 
Royds  to  be  allowed  his  salary  either 
from  the  date  of  the  letters  patent  of 
his  appointment  or  from  the  date  of 
their  receipt  in  Calcutta. 


(29-32)  Mentioning  that  the  Court 
will  hereafter  be  informed  of  the  re¬ 
sult  of  an  application  to  Mr.  Collie, 
one  of  the  securities  for  Mr.  Cotton's 
China  remittance,  to  make  good  the 
amount  due  from  him  on  this 
account. 


have  accordingly  paid  the  same  with 
interest  from  the  date  of  the  bond, 
the  amount  at  2s.  the  current  rupee 
being  £2,849-5.  You  will  therefore 
direct  these  payments  to  be  brought 
to  account  on  your  general  books  in 
the  proper  manner. 

13.  Needs  no  reply. 

14.  Agreeably  to  the  directions  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament  Mr.  Justice 
Royds’  salary  is  to  commence  from 
the  time  of  his  taking  upon  himself 
the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  viz,  the  23rd  of 
October  1797. 

15.  We  are  anxious  to  be  informed 
of  your  ultimate  proceedings  against 
Mr.  Collie  for  the  recovery  of  the 
amount  due  to  the  Company  on 
account  of  Mr.  Cotton’s  China  remit¬ 
tance,  which  has  been  so  many  years 
unadjusted. 


(33)  Transmitting  a  list  of  the 
European  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  and 
its  environs. 

16.  Need  no  reply. 

(34)  Forwarding  the  covenants 
of  such  Europeans  as  have  executed 
them. 


Answer  to  the  letter  in  the  Law  Department 
dated  29th  September  1798 


(I)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
dispatch. 

(2-7)  Conduct  of  Mr.  Charles  Mac- 
lean. 


17.  Needs  no  reply. 

18.  We  approve  of  yom*  proceed¬ 
ings  respecting  Mr,  Charles  Maclean, 
as  advised  in  these  paragraphs.  We 
trust  that  the  regulations  referred  to 
in  the  94tli  paragraph  of  your  dis¬ 
patch  in  the  Pubhc  Department  dated 
the  2nd  of  September  1799,  of  which 
we  have  already  signified  our  appro¬ 
bation,  will  effectually  prevent,  in 
future,  the  insertion  of  improper 
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paragraphs  and  essays  in  the  news 
papers  printed  at  your  Presidency. 

(8)  Advising  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  19,  Needs  no  reply. 

Anstruther  and  Sir  Henry  Russell. 

A^iswer  to  the  letter  in  the  Law  Department 
dated  25th  December  1798 


(1)  Mentions  the  date  of  the  last 
advices. 

(2-8)  Revision  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
and  reduction  of  Law  expenses. 


20.  Needs  no  reply. 

21.  We  have  perused  with  great 
pleasure  the  letter  addressed  to  you 
by  Sir  John  Anstruther,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
at  Fort  William,  together  with  the 
report  therein  referred  to  on  the 
establishment  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
made  to  you  by  the  Judges  of  that 
Court,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  passed  in  the  37th  year  of  the 
Reign  of  His  present  Majesty ;  and 
having  duly  considered  the  same,  with 
the  several  statements  thereto  annex¬ 
ed,  we  have  to  express  our  satisfaction 
with  respect  to  the  matter  of  the  re¬ 
port,  and  our  approbation  of  your 
resolutions  thereon  of  the  24th 
December  1798,  confirming  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  several  offices  and  salaries  pro¬ 
posed  to  be  immediately  or  eventually 
abolished,  and  also  the  establishment 
of  salaries  and  allowances  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Judges  to  be  annexed 
to  the  several  offices  proposed  to  be 
continued. 

22.  We  entirely  concur  with  you 
in  the  opinion  you  have  formed  of 
the  salutary  regulations  which  the 
Judges  have  adopted  for  reducing  the 
expenses  of  law  suits,  and  for  cor¬ 
recting  the  abuses  in  the  office  of 
Sheriff;  and  approve  of  the  assur¬ 
ances  you  have  given  them  of  afford¬ 
ing  the  most  effectual  aid  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  process  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  by  passing  a  law  binding  the 
Judges  of  the  several  provincial 
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Courts  to  assist  in  the  execution  of 
that  process,  in  the  cases  and  in  the 
manner  suggested  in  the  report. 

23.  We  likewise  very  much  ap¬ 
prove  of  your  having  requested  to 
know  the  sentiments  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  with  respect  to 
the  charges  incurred  on  account  of 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Company — of 
the  estabhshment  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace — of  the  Police  of  Calcutta — of 
the  Court  of  Requests — and  of  the 
Coroner’s  Office.  Although  the  Court 
has  no  control  over  these  several 
articles  of  charge,  it  is  certainly  very 
desirable  that  you  should  be  furnish¬ 
ed  with  any  suggestion  which  might 
occur  to  the  Judges  with  regard  to  the 
number  and  the  duties  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace ;  the  regulation  of  Police 
of  Calcutta ;  and  of  the  Office  of 
Coroner ;  and  the  better  administra¬ 
tion  of  Justice  in  the  Court  of  Re¬ 
quests.  The  sentiments  and  sugges¬ 
tions  of  the  Supreme  Court  will  pro¬ 
bably  enable  you  to  make  a  consider¬ 
able  reduction  in  these  several  articles 
of  charge,  which  appear  to  amount, 
in  the  aggregate,  to  rupees  (1,67,145) 
one  lac,  sixty  seven  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  forty  five  per  annum ; 
and  we  direct  that  you  acquaint  us 
with  your  final  determination  herein. 

24.  Upon  this  subject  it  remains 
for  us  to  observe,  that  in  comphance 
with  the  request  of  die  Judges,  we 
have  resolved  not  to  allow  any  person 
to  proceed  to  India  for  the  purpose  of 
practising  either  as  an  advocate  or  as 
an  attorney  until  the  Judges  shall 
have  signified  to  you  their  opinion 
that  the  number  of  advocates  and 
attornies  practising  in  the  Court  is  so 
reduced  as  to  require  an  augmenta¬ 
tion. 

25.  We  should  not  do  justice  to 
our  feelings,  if,  in  conclusion,  we  did 
not  express  die  high  sense  we  enter¬ 
tain  of  the  able  and  impartial  manner 
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(9-10)  Advising  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Carrington,  Junior  Counsel  to 
the  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
turning  to  Europe  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health. 

(II)  Advising  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  John  Bateman  to  succeed 
Mr.  Carrington  in  the  office  of  Junior 
Counsel. 


in  which  Sir  John  Anstruther  and  his 
associates,  in  obedience  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  the  Legislature,  and  at  our  re¬ 
commendation  have  entered  into  the 
revision  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature.  The 
regulations  which  they  have  adopted 
for  the  reduction  of  law  charges, 
thereby  facilitating  the  attainment  of 
justice  to  all,  and  particularly  to  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community,  can¬ 
not  be  mentioned  but  in  terms  of  the 
warmest  approbation ;  indeed,  the 
whole  of  the  arrangements  proposed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  evince  a  high 
sense  of  duty  rising  superior  to  every 
other  consideration  and  manifest  the 
most  unequivocal  disposition  in  the 
Chief  Justice  and  the  rest  of  the 
Judges  to  discharge  the  important 
functions  of  their  stations  wiffi  inte¬ 
grity  and  honor. 

26.  Need  no  reply. 


27.  We  approve  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  John  Bateman  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Mr.  Carrington  in  the  office  of 
Junior  Counsel. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Hugh  Inglis/D.  Scott/J.  Manship/ 
John  Roberts  /  George  Tatem  /  Abrahn 
Robarts  /  Thos.  Parry  /  William  Thorn¬ 
ton  /  G.  W.  Thellusson  /  Robt.  Thorn¬ 
ton  /Joseph  Cotton  /  Stephen  Lushing- 
ton  /  Chas.  Grant  /  Lionel  DareU  / 
London,  Thos.  T.  Metcalfe  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  / 

the  1 1th  June  1800.  Chas.  Mills. 
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PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 
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LETTER  DATED  11  JANUARY  1796 

Shipping  news — insufficiency  of  gold  coins  in  Madras — request  to  Bengal 
Government  to  consign  to  that  Presidency  a  quantity  of  gold  bullion — use  of 
grain  ships  freighted  by  the  Company — Smith  the  nurseryman  sent  to  the 
Spice  Islands — state  of  the  general  treasury. 

To  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Prince  William  Henry  and 
Worcester  last  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  imported  here  on  the  3rd  instant. 

2.  As  the  dispatches  by  these  ships  contain  only  duplicates  of  your 
Honhle  Court’s  letters  already  replied  to  under  date  the  2nd  of  November,  we 
shall  by  this  opportunity  answer  those  of  the  8th  of  July,  of  which  we  acknow- 
ledge[d]  the  receipt  on  the  i6th  ultimo  by  the  Nonsuch. 

3.  The  Lord  Thurlow  and  Minerva  got  clear  of  their  pilot  on  the  30th 

Consn  9th.  tiltimo  in  order  to  fill  up  at  Madras,  conformably  to  our 

November.  resolutions  for  despatching  the  Indiamen  of  the  season  agree¬ 

ably  to  the  established  practice.  A  copy  of  the  Board’s 
minute  on  this  head  is  sent  a  number  in  the  packet. 

4.  The  Hillsborough  and  Francis  having  received  their  cargoes  are  now 
under  sailing  orders  to  join  the  abovenamed  ships  at  Madras  and  proceed  with 
them  to  Europe. 

5.  We  have  the  honor  to  send  by  this  conveyance  copies  of  our  despatches 
of  28th  of  August,  2nd  of  November  and  16th  ultimo. 

A7iswer  to  the  General  letter^  Public  Department, 
dated  8th  July  1795 

(1)  Date  of  last  dispatch  the  3rd "" 

July- 

(2)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 

need  no  reply.  ^  6.  Need  no  reply. 

(3)  Expressive  of  their  approba¬ 
tion  of  our  having  built  a  new  yacht 
to  replace  the  Charlotte, 
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(4)  Solicitous  to  know  the  result  of 
the  experiment  relative  to  the  new 
buoy,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  investigating  the  state  of 
the  Marine  on  Captain  Blair’s^  letter 
relative  to  the  navigation  of  the  river 
and  pilot  service  in  general. 


(5)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that  ^ 
need  no  reply. 

(6)  Approve  of  the  regulations  for 
pensions  to  pilots. 

(7)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
have  been  already  replied  to. 

(8)  Noticing  paragraphs  that  need 
no  reply. 

(9)  Approving  of  the  reduction  in 
the  Marine  expences  as  also  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Marine  Pay  Master 
and  Master  Attendant. 

(10)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(11)  Mean  to  limit  the  naval  stores 
to  the  quantity  specified  in  our  in¬ 
dents  but  desire  that  indents  in  future 
be  forwarded  by  the  first  packet  for 
the  supply  requisite  for  the  Calcutta 
merchants. 

(12)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that"^ 
need  no  reply. 

(13)  Expressive  of  their  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  new  method  of  regulating 
advances  to  the  Marine  Paymaster. 

(14)  Approve  of  our  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  Bombay  Government  to 
retard  the  liquidation  of  their  debts 
till  their  disbursements  and  advances 
for  investment  were  provided  for. 

(15)  Contents  of  the  preceding 
paragraph  equally  applicable  to  this,  > 

(16)  Approve  the  proposed  sale  of 
naval  stores. 

(17)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 


7.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
36th  and  37th  paragraphs  of  your 
Commercial  letter  of  the  24th  Decem¬ 
ber  1794  for  our  report  upon  the  buoy 
proposed  by  Captain  Blair,  also  to 
the  67th  and  subsequent  paragraphs 
under  the  head  of  Marine  of  our 
letter  to  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  20th 
of  March  last,  together  with  the  letter 
and  report  from  the  Marine  Com¬ 
mittee  which  accompanied  it. 


8.  Need  no  reply. 


9.  We  have  furnished  the  Master 
Attendant  and  Marine  Pay  Master 
with  copies  of  this  paragraph. 

10.  Needs  no  reply. 

11.  We  have  directed  our  Secre¬ 
tary  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  para¬ 
graph  to  the  Marine  Board  for  their 
information  and  guidance. 


12.  Need  no  reply. 
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(18)  Coinciding  in  the  expediency 
of  employing  the  snow  Viper  as  a 
packet  bemeen  Bengal  and  the  coast 
of  Sumatra  during  the  war. 

(19)  Noticing  paragraphs  that  need 
no  reply. 

(20)  Approve  the  postponing  of  a 
sale  of  naval  stores. 

(21)  Presenting  Mr.  Larkins  the 
late  Accountant  GeneraP  with  50,000 
sicca  rupees  in  reward  for  his  exer¬ 
tions  and  abilities. 

(22)  Desiring  us  to  apply  to  the 
attornies  of  Messrs.  Moore  and 
Wombw^ell  for  sums  ordered  to  be  re¬ 
funded  by  them. 


13.  Agreeable  to  your  instructions 
we  have  authorized  our  Sub  Trea¬ 
surer  to  sicca  rupees  50,000  to  the 
attorney  of  hfr.  Larkins. 

14.  We  have  directed  enquiry  to 
be  made  after  the  allowances  of 
Messrs.  Moore  and  Womb  well,  in 
order  to  make  the  prescribed  demand 
upon  them  and  the  result  will  be 
communicated  to  your  Hon’ble  Court. 


Fort  St.  George 


15.  We  forward  with  this  dispatch  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Madras 
Government  under  date  the  10th  of  October  explanatory  of 
the  great  inconvenience  they  then  suffered  from  the  insuffi¬ 
ciency  of  gold  coin  in  circulation  and  requesting  we  would 
consign  to  that  Presidency  a  quantity  of  gold  bullion  equivalent  to  five  lacs 
of  pagodas. 


Consn.  2nd 
November  ’95. 


16.  The  Governor  General  having  made  enquiry  respecting  the  most 
eligible  mode  of  supplying  the  exigencies  of  the  Madras  Government  with 
specie,  it  appeared  that  instead  of  purchasing;  g:old  bullion  or 
November.  pagodas  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  appropriate  for 

this  purpose  the  gold  bullion  sent  to  the  Mint  to  be  coined, 
giving  the  proprietors  thereof  an  order  upon  the  treasury  for  the  nett  amount 
of  their  bullion.  And  in  order  to  procure  the  requisite  supplies  more  speedily 
by  this  mode,  we  directed  a  notification  by  advertisement  to  the  public,  that 
the  Mint  Master  had  authority  to  grant  certificates  dischargeable  on  presen¬ 
tation  at  the  general  treasury  for  the  nett  amount  of  gold  bullion  sent  to  the 
Mint,  to  be  ascertained  by  assay,  and  after  a  deduction  of  the  established 
duties. 


17.  By  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  gold  bullion  to  the  amount  of  sicca 
rupees  7,96,988-7-6  was  purchased  at  the  Mint  in  the  space  of  one  month 
between  the  9th  of  November  and  9th  ultimo  when  the  authority  to  the  Mint 
Master  ceased.  The  bullion  was  consigned  to  Fort  St.  George  by  the  Hawke 
then  under  dispatch,  and  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your  Hon^ble 
Court  that  it  was  received  at  Madras  on  the  20th  ultimo. 
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Consn.  30th 
November, 


18.  From  the  pressing  and  unexpected  demand  for  cash  for  particular 
services  of  great  importance  and  emergency,  of  which  your  Hon’ble  Court 
are  aware,  we  expressed  to  the  Madras  Government  our 
apprehensions  that  it  would  not  be  in  our  power  to  afford 
them  pecuniary  aid  to  the  apparent  extent  of  their  exigencies, 
and  therefore  recommended  it  to  their  consideration  to  endeavor  to  raise 
money  by  the  sale  of  promissory  notes  at  a  rate  of  discount  somewhat  higher 
than  what  they  bore  in  the  market  in  order  to  secure  a  more  ready  sale.  This 
mode  of  supply,  if  practicable,  we  observe  would  tend  to  the  material  relief 
of  our  fund  as  the  notes  which  the  Government  might  issue  are  exchangeable 
for  other  notes  only,  whereas  bill  drawn  upon  us  must  be  paid  in  cash. 


19.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  suggestion  and  adverting  to  a  possibility 
that  the  Madras  Government  would  not  thereby  be  able  to  raise  sufficient  sum 
for  their  public  exigencies,  we  recommended  that  they  should  avail  themselves 
of  the  authority  granted  to  them  by  your  Hon’ble  Court  under  date  the  25th 
of  February  1793,  for  raising  money  by  drawing  bills  upon  you,  referring  them 
to  the  advertisement  issued  by  us  under  date  the  18th  of  September  last  for  the 
terms  on  which  money  is  received  at  this  Presidency  for  bills  upon  your  Hon’ble 
Court. 

20.  Of  the  success  of  the  measures  abovestated,  we  shall  have  the  honor 
to  advise  you  by  a  future  opportunity. 

21.  At  the  period  when  the  preceding  resolutions  were  adopted,  bills  for 

cash  had  been  drawn  upon  this  Government  by  the  Madras 
9th  December  95.  23rd  of  September  last  to  the  amount 

of  sicca  rupees  10,91,000  and  further  bills  have  been  transmitted  making  on  the 
21st  ultimo  a  total  of  sicca  rupees  14,05,541. 


Bombay 


Consn.  23rd 
November. 


22.  In  continuation  of  the  subject  of  the  ship  Surat  Castle  freighted  by 
the  Bombay  Government  at  35£  per  ton  on  which  our  opinion 
will  be  found  in  the  71  and  72  paragraphs  of  our  Public 
General  letter  of  the  2nd  of  November  last,  we  transmit  for 
the  information  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  a  number  in  the  packet  copy  of  a 
letter  dated  the  21st  of  October  containing  a  further  explanation  of  that 
transaction. 


23.  By  this  opportunity  you  will  also  receive  a  report  from  Bombay  on 
the  trial  made  of  Mr.  Sabatier’s  machine  for  packing  cotton,  with  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  each  bale.  We  expect  two  bales  screwed  with  this  machine  will 
shortly  arrive,  for  the  inspection  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

24.  On  the  27th  of  November,  we  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duncan  at 
Anjango  of  the  31st  of  the  preceding  month  giving  cover  to  several  letters 
from  Mr.  Hutchinson  expressive  of  his  disinclination  against  proceeding  to 
his  station  in  Council  at  Bombay. 

25.  For  the  better  information  of  your  Hon’ble  Court,  we  beg  leave  to 
send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  at  length  together  with  copy  of 
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the  Governor  GeneraFs  minute  and  of  our  opinion  as  given  to  the  Bombay 
Government,  that  under  the  disqualifications  of  ill  health  stated  by  Mr. 
Hutchinson,  he  should  not  be  compelled  to  accept  the  appointment  at  present, 
but  be  permitted  to  retain  his  rank  in  the  service  and  remain  in  his  present 
station  so  long  as  he  may  be  thought  qualified  to  hold  it,  but  that  Mr.  Hutchin¬ 
son  should  be  called  upon  to  declare  formally  his  resignation  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  conferred  on  him  by  your  Hon'ble  Court  with  a  view  to  obviate  the 
inconveniences  that  might  accrue  from  his  nominally  retaining  it. 

26.  Having  taken  into  consideration  the  orders  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  as 
contained  in  the  213th  paragraph  of  your  Commercial  letter  of  the  15th  of 
April  1795,  we  do  not  find  that  the  records  of  this  Government  afford  anv 
information  beyond  that  which  is  already  before  you  on  the  subject  of  the 
Bengal  contract  rice  sent  from  Bombay  and  Tellicherry  to  Madras  in  1792. 

27.  The  advertisement  inviting  proposals  for  the  Bombay  rice  contract 
issued  by  the  Government  on  the  24th  January  1791,  contained  a  clause  which 
was  a  regular  and  sufficient  security  against  any  imposition  on  the  part  of  the 
contractor  by  the  delivery  of  rice  inferior  to  the  sample  agreed  for.  The  terms 
of  it  were  as  follows :  'ffn  case  the  quality  of  the  rice  should  not  be  approved, 
five  merchants  mutually  chosen  by  the  Governor  in  Council  at  Bombay  and 
the  contractor  or  contractors  shall  examine  the  same  and  determine  whether 
it  is  bonafide  good  merchantable  Backergunge  cargo  rice.  If  it  does  not  prove 
so,  it  shall  be  in  the  option  of  the  Governor  in  Council  to  refuse,  or  receive 
it  at  a  reduced  rate  to  be  settled  by  the  merchants  who  may  be  chosen  to 
examine  it.” 

28.  If  rice  of  a  quality  not  answering  the  description  in  the  advertise¬ 
ment  was  received  by  the  Bombay  Government,  the  responsibility  attaches 
to  them. 

29.  The  information  contained  in  the  papers  communicated  to  us  by 
your  Hon’ble  Court  applies  to  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  rice  received  there, 
and  in  order  to  the  pursuance  of  the  investigation  prescribed  by  you,  we  have 
directed  a  copy  of  the  paragraph  to  be  sent  to  the  Presidency  of  Bombay 
with  a  request  to  transmit  us  a  statement  of  the  quantities  of  rice  received 
at  Bombay  and  Tellicherry  &om  Bengal,  in  discharge  of  the  contracts  of  1791, 
specifying  the  name  of  each  ship,  the  quantity  imported  on  it,  on  account  of 
w'hich  contractor  the  quantities  received  or  rejected,  the  authorities  and 
reports  by  which  they  were  so  received  and  rejected  and  particular  information 
as  to  the  packages,  and  to  the  mode  on  which  it  was  deposited.  Secondly,  a 
statement  of  the  quantities  of  rice  sent  from  Bombay  or  Tellicherry  to  Madras 
or  the  Northern  Sircars  specifying  the  name  of  the  ship  by  which  it  was  sent, 
of  what  contract  it  was  a  part,  the  nature  of  the  package  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  by  whom  it  was  packed  and  laden. 


St.  Helena 

30.  Upon  the  information  we  received  that  the  exigencies  at  St.  Helena 
are  very  urgent,  we  gave  an  early  order  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  take  the 
most  expeditious  mode  of  supplying  that  settlement  with  double  the  usual 


220 


PUBLIC  LETTER  TO  COURT 


quantity  of  rice  and  rum  for  the  expenditure  of  the  ensuing  season.  We 
trust,  however,  that  as  the  communication  of  their  necessities  was  made  by 
Sir  G.  K.  Elphinstone,^  the  surrender  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  will  enable 
him  or  the  commanding  officer  there,  to  furnish  the  required  relief. 


Company's  Servants 

31.  Mr.  William  Dent  having  resigned  the  office  of  Salt  Agent  of  the 
Tumlook  Division,  we  have  appointed  Mr.  John  Champain  to  succeed  to  that 
station. 

32.  Mr.  Dent,  with  his  resignation  of  your  service,  transmitted  to  us 
certificates  from  the  Head  Surgeon  at  the  Presidency  shewing  the  necessity 
of  his  proceeding  to  England  for  the  reestablishment  of  his  health,  and  we 
have  no  hesitation  to  request  the  permission  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  for  his 
return  to  Bengal  without  prejudice  to  his  rank  on  his  application  for  it  within 
die  period  limited  by  your  regulations. 


Europe  Ships 

33.  In  the  56th  paragraph  of  our  Commercial  letter  of  the  2nd  of 
November  last,  we  informed  your  Hon’ble  Court  that  the  following  store 
ships  vizt..  Marquis  Cornwallis^  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Admiral  Parker,  would 
on  their  discharge  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  Canton.  We  have  however  since 
determined  on  the  expediency  of  ordering  them  round  to  Bengal  for  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  Company’s  freight  to  Europe  and  have  written  to  the  Madras 
Government  to  that  effect  in  the  event  of  their  touching  there. 


Freight  and  Tonnage 

34.  On  the  i7th  of  November,  the  Board  of  Trade  reported  to  us  that  the 
engagements  they  had  made  for  tonnage  taken  up  for  England  then  amounted 
to  5,008  tons,  and  the  first  advance  being  then  due,  we  granted  the  Board  a 
credit  on  the  treasury  for  sicca  rupees  3,43,405-11-5. 

35.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  grain  ships  freighted  by  us  and  for  the 
most  part  dispatched  to  Europe.  [For  the  list  see  page  221.]  To  acce¬ 
lerate  the  despatch  of  these  ships  carrying  grain  to  Great  Britain,  we 
deemed  it  expedient  to  desire  that  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  the  invoice, 
bills  of  lading,  and  other  documents,  of  each  being  prepared,  would  direct 
their  Secretary  to  transmit  them  under  cover  to  the  Secretary  at  the  India 
House,  with  any  information  that  might  be  necessary  respecting  any  parti¬ 
cular  case  or  circumstances  of  any  ship  despatched. 

36.  For  the  more  particular  information  of  your  Hon’ble  Court,  we  for¬ 
ward  a  number  in  the  packet  copy  of  our  instructions  on  this  head  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  also  of  our  deliberations  bn  the  orders  contained  in 
the  127th,  128th  and  129th  paragraphs  of  your  Hon’ble  Court’s  letter  of  the 
8th  of  July. 
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37.  But  as  the  necessary  preparations  of  new  forms  of  registery  required 
consideration,  and  some  time  to  prepare,  and  consequently  would  have  pro¬ 
crastinated  the  despatch  of  several  ships  already  laden,  thereby  frustrating 
the  object  of  expedition  inculcated  by  the  orders  of  the  Secret  Committee, 
we  had  no  hesitation  in  directing  that  they  should  be  forthwith  dispatched 
under  the  established  passes  and  register  heretofore  in  use. 


Miscellanea 


38.  We  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Sur¬ 
veyor  General  containing  a  list  of  plans  and  surveys  which  are  sent  by  this 
opportunity,  also  a  list  of  drawings  and  a  package  of  seeds  from  the  Superin- 
tendant  of  the  Botanical  Garden,  at  whose  recommendation  we  have  consented 
to  Mr.  Smith,  his  nurseryman,  being  deputed  to  the  Spice  Islands  to  collect 
the  cinnamon  and  other  plants  with  a  small  extra  allowance  for  his  expences 
during  the  voyage. 

39.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows : 


State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  11th  January  1796 


Ready  money 
Gold  mohurs 
Siccas 
Dollars 
Copper 

Bills  receivable 


51,869-7-0  8,29,911-0-  0 

4,05,968-0-  0 
12,000-0-0  25,800-0-  0 

395-2-11 

-  1 2,62,074-[2- 1 1] 

.  ...  3,26,916-13-4 


Sicca  Rs.  15,88,991-0-3 


Balance  account  deposits 
Account  General  Mayor’s  Court 
Ditto.  Supreme  Ditto. 

Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Loans  at  12  per  cent  — ^Do. — 
Register  debt 


1,47,780-  2-9 
90,457-  1-9 
8,925-  4-0 

31,122-  6-9 
900-  2-5 
3,92,91,543-10-3 

-  3,95,70,728-11-5 


Fort  William,  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc.  etc. 

11th  January  1796. 

(Per  Francis) 
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State  of  the  general  treasury. 


To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  duplicates  of  our  last  dis¬ 

patches  from  this  Department  under  date  the  llth  ultimo, 
1796^  ruary  originals  of  which  were  transmitted  by  the  first  division 

of  Indiamen.  Triplicates  of  our  letters  of  the  2nd  of  Novem¬ 
ber  and  i6th  ultimo  also  attend  you  as  numbers  in  the  packet. 

2.  The  ships  now  under  sailing  orders  are  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  the  Lord 
Walsingham,  and  Marquis  of  Lansdown, 

3.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  w^ill  be  advised  from  the  Secret  Department  of  the 
reasons  which  operate  against  the  Woodcott  being  of  this  division,  as  also  of 
the  grain  ships,  and  others,  which  proceed  under  convoy. 

4.  Your  Hon’ble  Court’s  dispatches  of  the  3rd  of  July  were  lately  received 
by  express  from  Madras,  where  they  were  landed  from  the  Triton. 

5.  Those  in  the  Commercial  Department  have  particularly  occupied  our 
attention,  and  w^e  shall  reply  fully  to  the  whole  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

6.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows : 

Ready  money 

Gold  mohurs  ...  ...  35,311  5,64,976-  0-0 

Siccas  ...  .  4,72,314-  0-0 

Copper  ...  ...  ...  3,854-10-2 

Dollars  ...  ...  ...  25,800-  0-0 


Bills  receivable 


Unsorted  treasure 
Balance  account  deposits 
Accountant  GenL,  Mayor’s  Court 
— ^Do. —  Supreme  — ^Do.— 
Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Loans  at  12  per  cent  Do. 
Register  debt 


10,66,944-10-2 
2,62,516-13-3 

Sicca  Rs.  13,29,461-7-5 
5,50,906-4-0 


1,47,962-  7-8 
90,457-  1-3 
8,925-  4-0 

31,122-  6-9 
900-  2-5 
3,91,44,248-14-6 


3,94,23,616-4-7 


Fort  William, 

2nd  February  1796. 

(Per  Walsingham,) 


We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Hon’ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful,  humble  servants. 
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Dr.  Roxburgh's  services  more  useful  for  the  Botanical  Garden  at  Calcutta 
— establishment  of  a  hospital  for  Indians  at  Calcutta — purchase  of  ground 
contiguous  to  the  Botanical  Garden — Dr.  Balfour’s  treatise — sickness  and  mor¬ 
tality  in  the  Andamans — effects  on  the  settlement — state  of  the  general  treasury. 

T.  0  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  The  Indiamen  which  form  tlie  3rd  division  now  under  sailing  orders 
for  Europe  are  the  Frmce  William  Henry,  the  Woodcotte  and  Hawke,  and  the 
Worcester  has  received  her  consignments  for  Bencoolen. 

2.  We  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  duplicates  of  our  last  letter  of  the 
2nd  ultimo,  also  triplicates  of  our  despatches  under  date  the  11th  of  January 
and  quadruplicates  of  those  of  the  i6th  of  December  and  2nd  of  November. 

3.  The  Earl  Howe,  Berrington,  and  Henry  Dundas  imported  here  on  the 
24th  ultimo. 

4.  We  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  to  reply  to  your  Hon^blc  Court's 
letter  in  this  Department  of  the  3rd  of  July  1795. 


Answer  to  the  General  letter  in  the  Public  Department  from  the 
Court  of  Directors  dated  3rd  July 


(1)  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
various  dispatches. 

(2-3)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(4)  Referring  us  to  former  orders 
on  the  subject  of  stationary. 

(5)  In  reply  to  our  suggestions  on 
the  bad  preservation  and  size  of  the 
English  paper  sent  to  India  compara¬ 
tively  speaking  with  the  French,  they 
stated  that  the  regulations  they  intend 
to  establish  will  effectually  remove 
the  inconveniences  we  have  supposed, 
and  enjoin  us  at  the  same  time  that, 
should  it  be  necessary  to  purchase 
stationary  in  India,  not  to  allow  com¬ 
mission. 


5.  Require  no  orders. 

6.  Your  instructions  on  this  subject 
have  been  duly  attended  to. 

7.  Your  orders  on  this  head  will 
be  duly  attended  to. 
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(6)  Suppose  that  the  chest  notes, ' 
whether  transmitted  sealed  or  open, 
cannot  in  any  way  assist  in  ascertain¬ 
ing  the  damage  which  stationary  may 
sustain  in  coming  out. 

(7)  Suggest  that  the  best  method  to 
obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  damage  so 
incurred  is  by  enforcing  a  strict  obe¬ 
dience  to  our  orders  of  the  3rd  Decem¬ 
ber  1790. 

(8)  State  that  the  transmission  of 
the  chest  notes  will  be  continued  as 
they  may  occasionally  be  of  use  to 
the  person  employed  to  unpack  the 
stationary. 

(9)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(10)  Approve  our  measures  for 
carrying  into  efiEect  their  orders  of  the 
25th  February  1793  for  preventing 
the  nefarious  practise  of  selling  na¬ 
tives  of  Bengal,  as  slaves,  at  St. 
Helena. 

(11)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(12)  Relative  to  paragraphs  which 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(13)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  that 
needs  no  reply. 

(14)  Signify  their  approbation  of 
our  contract  with  Messrs.  Lambert  & 
Ross  for  a  supply  of  rke  for  Madras 
and  our  subsequent  resolution  of  the 
18th  November  1795  on  the  same 
subject. 

(15)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(16)  Expressive  of  satisfaction  at 
the  reduction  of  the  interest  on  bond 
debt  effected  at  Madras. 

(17)  Recommending  Doctor  Rox¬ 
burgh^  to  be  employed  in  whatever 
place  his  abilities  can  render  the 
greatest  service. 


8.  On  the  receipt  of  your  dis¬ 
patches,  we  directed  our  Secretary  to 
transmit  copies  of  these  paragraphs  to 
the  Committee  of  Stationary  for  their 
information  and  for  the  guidance  of 
the  person  appointed  to  examine  the 
stationary  of  the  season. 


9.  Require  no  answer. 


10.  We  conceive  that  the  abilities 
of  Doctor  Roxburgh  would  be  useful 
in  any  situation,  but  the  field  for  their 
exertion  is  much  more  extensive  here 
than  it  would  be  on  the  Coast,  unless 
an  establishment  were  formed  there 
similar  to  the  Botanical  Garden  here. 
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(18)  Noticing  paragraphs  that  have 
already  been  replied  to. 

(19)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(20)  State  that  they  have  replied 
to  the  subjects  of  the  Andamans  and 
Prince  of  Wales  Island  in  preceding 
letters. 

(21)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(22)  Approve  of  certain  arrange¬ 
ments  in  the  Accountant  General's 
Office. 

(23)  State  their  acquiescence  to  the  > 
option  we  allowed  the  subscribers  to 
the  Europe  remittance  to  draw  bills 
for  such  sums  as  were  most  convenient 
to  themselves  instead  of  the  sum  speci¬ 
fied  by  the  Court. 

(24)  Expressing  satisfaction  at  our 
having  reduced  the  interest  to  6  per 
cent  issuable  at  par,  instead  of  nego- 
ciating  8  per  cent  notes  at  a  premium, 
as  also  of  the  promissory  notes  we 
negociated  for  40,00,000  current  rupees 
at  a  premium  of  1  and  2  per  cent, 
bearing  interest  at  8  per  cent,  and  at 
par  bearing  interest  at  6  per  cent. 

(25)  Suggest  that  although  our 
Deputy  Accountant’s  plan  to  procure 
the  necessary  advances  for  investment 
may  have  failed,  yet  in  a  more  favour¬ 
able  situation  of  affairs  it  may  be 
productive  of  an  advantage  detailed 
in  our  letter  of  the  date  above  allud¬ 
ed  to. 


The  effects  of  Doctor  Roxburgh’s  zeal 
and  knowledge  are  much  more  exten¬ 
sive  than  appears  in  the  attention 
paid  by  him  to  the  propagation  and 
distribution  of  useful  plants. 


II.  Require  no  answer. 


12.  We  have  transmitted  a  copy  of 
this  paragraph  to  the  Accountant 
General. 


(26)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(27)  Noticing  a  paragraph  that 
needs  no  reply, 

(28)  Acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of 

the  salary  allowed  to  the  late  Salt  13.  Require  no  answer. 
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Comptroller  after  the  abolition  of  his 
office,  whilst  making  over  charge  to 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

(29)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(30)  State  that  our  subsequent 
advices  on  the  petition  from  the 
grand-daughters  of  the  late  Seragee- 
Ul-Dowlah  do  away  the  necessity  of 
an  answer  on  the  subject. 

(31)  Commend  the  establishment 
of  an  hospital  for  natives  at  Calcutta^ 
and  of  our  monthly  donation  thereto 
on  the  part  of  the  Company ;  but 
enjoin  that  it  be  not  augmented  with¬ 
out  their  consent. 

(32)  Cite  the  judicious  conduct  of " 
Lord  Cornwallis  in  refusing  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  late  Mobaruck- 
Ul-Dowlah^  for  a  loan  of  2  lacs  of 
rupees. 

(33)  Approve  our  orders  relative  to 
the  regular  payment  of  the  Nizamut 
stipends. 

(34)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(35)  Regret  the  frequent  occur¬ 
rences  of  perjury  and  approve  of  our 
punishments  in  consequence. 

(36)  Direct  that  the  pension  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  widow  and  family  of  Capt, 
Hepburn  be  reduced  to  sicca  rupees 
200  per  mensem. 

(37)  Enjoin  that  no  similar  pen¬ 
sions  be  granted  on  any  occasion. 


(38)  Anxious  to  know  the  result  of 
the  experiment  on  the  munjeet  plant, 
and  to  have  samples  of  the  drug. 

(39)  Dhect  that  Mr.  Fleming^ 
report  the  success  of  the  person  sent 
to  Napaul  for  botanical  purposes,  as 


14.  Requires  no  answer 


15.  Copy  of  this  paragraph  has 
been  communicated  to  the  Governors 
of  the  Native  Hospital  and  we  shall 
attend  to  your  instructions. 


16.  Require  no  answer. 


17.  Agreeably  to  your  instrucdons, 
we  issued  the  necessary  orders  for  the 
diminution  of  the  pension,  and  trans¬ 
mitted  a  copy  of  this  paragraph  to 
the  widow  of  Captain  Hepburn. 

18.  Your  injunctions  on  this  head 
will  command  our  attention,  but  we 
trust  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  admit 
a  deviation  from  them  in  the  instance 
of  Mrs.  Pott  which  we  shall  parti¬ 
cularly  state  in  another  part  of  this 
letter. 

19.  We  shall  furnish  the  informa¬ 
tion  required  in  this  paragraph  of 
your  letter  by  an  early  opportunity. 

20.  We  have  directed  our  Secretary 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  paragraph 
to  Mr.  Fleming  with  injunctions  to 


228 


PUBLIC  LETTER  TO  COURT 


also  that  he  transmit  drawings  of  such 
plants  etc.  as  the  native  may  bring 
back. 

(40)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  that 
has  already  been  replied  to. 

(41)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  that 
needs  no  reply. 

(42)  Noticing  paragraph  that  re¬ 
quires  no  reply. 

(43)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(44)  Approve  of  the  reinforcement 
sent  to  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

(45-47)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  need  no  reply. 

(48)  Observe  with  pleasure  that  we 
rejected  but  a  small  quantity  of  the 
stationary  consigned  to  us  in  1792-3 
but  remark  at  the  same  time  tliat 
mismanagement  in  the  unpacking 
may  have  been  the  cause  of  that  little 
being  rejected. 

(49)  Report  that  the  wafers  sent 
out  this  season  are  packed  in  small 
tin  cannisters. 

(50)  Regret  that  the  deficiencies 
stated  in  our  survey  reports  have  been 
greater  than  those  in  any  former 
year.  Attribute  those  by  the  Francis 
to  some  chests  .having  been  unpacked 
at  Madras  but  are  at  a  loss  to  conjec¬ 
ture  the  reasons  of  the  deficiencies  by 
the  other  ships. 

^  (51)  Remark  that  while  the  con¬ 
signment  of  stationary  to  Madras  and 
Bombay  corresponded  with  the  in¬ 
voices,  there  appeared  great  deficien¬ 
cies  at  Bengal. 

(52)  Desire  from  the  above  circum¬ 
stances  that  greater  care  be  in  future 
taken  by  the  person  employed  to  un¬ 
pack  the  stationary. 

(53)  Will  comply  as  far  as  circums¬ 
tances  will  permit  with  our  request 
to  have  the  medicines  for  Bengal  sent 
out  by  the  four  first  ships. 


attend  to  the  order  of  your  Honorable 
Court. 


>  21.  Require  no  order. 


22.  We  transmitted  copies  of  these 
paragraphs  to  the  Committee  of  Sta¬ 
tionary  for  their  information  and  for 
the  guidance  of  the  persons  who  may 
be  employed  to  survey  the  Europe 
stationary. 


23.  Your  intentions  as  expressed  in 
this  paragraph  have  been  communica¬ 
ted  to  the  Hospital  Board. 
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(54)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  that  1 
needs  no  reply. 

(55)  Noticing  a  paragraph  that  \ 

requires  no  reply.  >  24.  Require  no  reply. 

(56)  Adverting  to  the  subject  of 
the  China  remittance  which  has  al¬ 
ready  been  replied  to. 

(57)  Approve  the  construction  we  25.  On  the  receipt  of  your  advices, 
put  upon  the  72nd  paragraph  of  their  the  subject  of  this  paragraph  was 
letter  of  the  25th  June  1793  relative  communicated  to  Doctor  Fleming. 

to  Mr.  Fleming’s  application  to  have 
his  bond  on  account  of  Mr.  Bruere’s 
China  remittance  cancelled. 

(58)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that  - 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(59)  Noticing  paragraphs  that 
require  no  reply, 

(60)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(61)  Relative  to  paragraphs  which 
they  remark  ought  to  have  come 
from  the  Military  Department  and  to  ' 
which  they  refer  us  for  their  answer. 

(62)  Refer  us  to  the  Law  Depart¬ 
ment  for  their  sentiments  on  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  against  four  soldiers  for 
theft  at  Bencoolen. 

(63)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(64)  State  that  their  Military  letter 
replies  to  the  subject  of  allowances  to 
the  officers  stationed  at  Prince  of 
Wales  Island. 

(65)  Adverting  to  a  p^agraph  ^  Require  no  reply, 

which  has  already  been  replied  to. 

(66)  Refer  us  to  their  military 
advices  of  this  date  for  their  senti¬ 
ments  on  the  force  to  be  stationed  at  , 
the  Andamans. 

(67)  Approve  of  our  determination 
to  send  convicts  to  the  Andamans. 

(68)  Coincide  with  us  as  to  the 
expediency  of  employing  a  vessel  for 
the  Andaman  service. 

(69)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 
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(70)  Observe  with  satisfaction  that 
the  five  lacs  of  pagodas  consigned  to 
us  from  Madras  in  October  1793 
proved  to  be  an  eligible  mode  of 
remittance. 

(71)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(72)  Commend  the  salutary  advice 
contained  in  the  Governor  Generahs 
letter  to  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  and 
Munnv  Be^um,-'^  and  desire  us  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  their 
letter. 

(73)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that  ^ 
need  no  reply. 

(74)  Refer  us  to  their  reply  on  our  ' 
report  upon  the  stationary  imported 
on  the  Francis. 

(75)  State  that  by  a  reference  to  ^ 
our  ledgers  of  1792-3  and  ’93-4,  they 
find  the  account  of  stationary  credited 
for  current  rupees  3,953  and  Rs. 
879  the  invoice  cost  of  articles  so  dis¬ 
posed  of. 

(76)  Do  not  approve  burning  or 
destroying  large  quantities  of  station¬ 
ary  although  deemed  unserviceable. 

(77)  Revoke  former  orders  and 
desire  that  all  condemned  stationary 
may  be  sold  except  where  the  damage 
sustained  has  arisen  from  the  fault 
of  freight-owners  or  sloop  contractors, 
when  the  damage  is  to  be  carried  to 
the  account  of  those  persons. 

(78)  Observe  that  Mr.  Peris  has 
not  given  the  documents  as  required 
by  us  to  prove  the  discovery  of  the 
longitude. 

(79)  Desire  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  Hospital  Board 
on  Dr.  Roxburgh’s  manuscript  on  the 
subject  of  indigo. 

(80)  Anxious  to  know  the  success 
of  the  experiments  on  teak  seed. 


27.  We  furnished  the  Governor 
General  with  a  copy  of  this  paragraph 
and  requested  him  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  your  Honorable  Court. 


28.  Require  no  reply. 


29.  The  orders  of  your  Honorable 
Court  as  contained  in  these  para¬ 
graphs  will  be  attended  to. 


30.  Mr.  Peris  has  not  answered  the 
requisition  which  we  made  concern¬ 
ing  his  professed  discovery. 

31.  We  have  directed  our  Hospital 
Board  to  submit  their  sentiments  on 
the  manuscript  your  Court  allude  to, 
relative  to  the  cultivation  and  manu¬ 
facture  of  indigo. 

32.  Doctor  Roxburgh  has  been  ins¬ 
tructed  to  report  the  success  of  the 
experiment  made  in  different  parts  of 


7  MARCH  1796 


231 


the  country,  and  the  result  will  be 
communicated  to  your  Honorable 
Court. 


(8!)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that  *' 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(82)  Approve  our  purchase  of  the 
ground  contiguous  to  the  Botanical  ^ 
Garden  and  of  the  money  laid  out  ^ 
upon  it. 

(83)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(84)  Direct  that  we  transmit  the 
remaining  thirty  copies  of  our  sub¬ 
scription  to  Mr.  Upjohn’s  Plan  of 
Calcutta.^ 


33.  Require  no  reply. 


34.  We  transmit  copies  by  this 
opportunity. 


(85)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that " 
need  no  reply. 

(86)  Noticing  a  paragraph  that 
requires  no  reply. 

(87)  Refer  us  to  their  letter  in  the 
Law  Department  for  their  advices  on 
the  Calcutta  Police  and  on  the 
appointment  of  justices  of  the  peace. 

(88)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that  y  35.  Require  no  reply, 
need  no  reply. 

(89)  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
plants  and  seeds  sent  by  the  Warren 
Hastings. 

(90)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(91)  Noticing  a  paragraph  that 
requires  no  reply. 

(92)  State  that  they  have  already  36.  We  shall  reply  to  this  subject 
replied  to  the  subject  of  Captain  by  the  next  dispatch. 

Canning’s  China  remittances. 


(93)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
require  no  reply. 

(94)  Approve  of  our  having  fixed 
the  rate  of  exchange  of  bills  drawn 
upon  them  from  Bombay  at  2s  ly^d 
per  Bombay  rupee. 


(95)  Refer  us  to  their  Military 
letter  of  this  date  for  their  sentiments 
on  the  reinforcement  required  at 
Bencoolen. 
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(96)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(97)  Approve  of  the  new  form  for 
issuing  promissory  notes  in  sicca 
instead  of  current  rupees. 

(98)  Coincide  with  us  as  to  the 
expediency  of  the  measure  adopted  at 
the  recommendation  of  the  Accoun¬ 
tant  General  that  the  issuing  pro¬ 
missory  notes  and  keeping  the  register 
of  indorsements  on  bonds  and  notes 
should  he  confined  to  the  Sub- 
Treasurer’s  Office. 

(99)  Postpone  for  a  time  their 
decision  on  the  subject  of  the  tranfer 
of  the  unliquidated  bond  debt  from 
the  other  Presidencies  to  Bengal. 

(100)  Report  that  they  have  trans¬ 
mitted  to  Lord  Cornwallis  the  address 
from  the  British  inhabitants  of 
Calcutta. 

(101)  Expressive  of  the  satisfaction 
they  have  received  from  the  perusal 
of  Sir  W.  Jones’  translation  of  the 
Code  of  Bfindoo  Laws  and  report 
that  the  copies  intended  for  the  King’' 
have  been  presented  to  him. 

(102)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
that  needs  no  reply. 

(103)  Noticing  paragi*aphs  that 
require  no  reply. 

(104)  Approve  very  much  of  the 
reduction  of  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  Bombay  bond  debt  and  confide 
in  our  exertions  to  enable  that  Presi¬ 
dency  to  accomplish  their  orders  of 
the  25th  June  1793  on  that  subject. 

(105)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
that  has  already  been  replied  to. 

(106)  Desire  us  to  transmit  the 
result  of  Major  Kyd’s  investigation  of 
Prince  of  Wales  Island. 


(107)  Approve  of  the  augmenta-  ^ 
tion  of  table  allowance  granted  to 
Major  Kyd. 


37.  Require  no  reply. 


38.  We  shall  continue  to  pay  parti¬ 
cular  attention  to  the  subject  of  this 
paragraph. 


39.  Requires  no  reply. 

40.  Major  Kyd’s  reports  with  our 
sentiments  on  it  at  large  were  trans¬ 
mitted  with  our  dispatches  of  the 
23rd  of  March  and  5th  of  November 
1795. 
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(108)  Confirm  the  additional 

allowance  to  the  Fort  Adjutant  for 
extra  duties. 

(109)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  for 
their  advice  on  which  they  refer  us  to 

the  Law  Department.  ^  41.  Require  no  reply. 

(110)  Noticmg  paragraphs  that 

have  aheady  been  replied  to. 

(111)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(112)  Report  that  they  have 

already  replied  on  the  subject  of  the 

memorial  from  Mr.  Edward  Fenwick®,  j 

(113)  Augment  the  Post  Master  42.  We  dhected  our  Secretary  to 

GeneraFs  salary  to  sicca  rupees  1,000  inform  the  Post  Master  General  of 
per  month  and  reestablish  the  dawk  the  augmentation  you  have  been 
bearers  as  regulated  in  their  letter  of  pleased  to  make  to  his  salary  and 
the  27th  March  1787  but  limit  the  have  authorized  the  reestablishment 
expence  to  12,000  sicca  rupees.  of  the  dawk  bearers,  subject  to  die 

several  restrictions  pointed  out  by 
your  Hon’ble  Court. 

(114)  Commend  the  encourage-  43.  Requires  no  reply, 

ment  we  gave  to  Doctor  Balfour’s 

treatise  on  sol-lunar  influence.® 

(115)  Express  their  regret  at  the  44.  We  are  happy  on  the  subject 
death  of  Sir  William  Jones  but  hope  of  this  paragraph  to  inform  you  that 
that  his  works  may  be  completed.  Mr.  Henry  Colebrooke,  Judge  and 

Magistrate  of  Mirzapore  in  the 
Benares  District,  has  undertaken  to 
translate  the  Hindoo  Code^®  and  that 
he  has  made  considerable  progress 
towards  the  completion  of  this  work. 

(116)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(117)  Concur  in  opinion  with  us  as 
to  the  beneficial  effects  derived  from 
the  equipment  of  Commodore 
Mitchell’s  squadron. 

(118)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
that  needs  no  reply. 

(119)  Approve  of  our  refusal  to  , 
grant  bills  for  subscriptions  received 
at  Bombay  on  account  of  remittances 
to  Europe  and  censure  their  servants 
at  that  Presidency  for  issuing  any 
more  certificates  either  in  discharge 
of  the  bond  or  promissory  note  debt 
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after  tlie  receipt  of  their  orders  of  the  1 
25th  February  1793. 

(120)  Commend  the  measures  we  "  Require  no  reply. 

had  adopted  to  liquidate  the  Bombay 
bond  debts  bearing  interest  at  high 
rates  and  trust  to  our  exertions  to 
reduce  their  paper  engagements  in 
India  to  6  per  cent  interest. 

(121)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
that  needs  no  reply., 

(122)  Approve  of  Mr.  Belli’s^^ 
appointment  to  the  Assay  notwith¬ 
standing  the  deviation  it  occasioned 
from  the  established  system. 

(123)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
that  needs  no  reply. 

(124)  Noticing  paragraphs  that 
require  no  reply. 

(125)  Trust  that  we  have  received  46  The  forms  herein  mentioned 

by  the  Thetis  and  Pitt  forms  of  have  been  sent  to  the  Register  of 
licenses  for  persons  not  in  the  Com-  Covenants, 
pany’s  service  allowed  to  remain  in 
India. 


(126)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
that  has  already  been  replied  to. 

(127)  Direct  that  we  transmit  with 
every  dispatch  by  a  regular  ship  a 
continuation  of  our  consultations 
down  to  the  latest  day  possible  and 
the  complete  annual  sets  by  the  latter 
ships. 

(128)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that " 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(129)  Commend  our  proceedings 
on  the  state  of  the  Bombay  resources 
and  disbursements. 

(130)  Noticing  paragraphs  that 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(131)  Adverdng  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(132)  Reforing  us  to  their  Military 

letter  of  this  date  relative  to  the 
appointment  of  Captain  Howell  as 
Commander-in-Chief  of  Fort 
Marlbro’. 


47.  No  reply  requisite. 

48.  We  have  enjoined  our  Secre¬ 
tary  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
orders  of  your  Court  on  the  subject  of 
this  paragraph. 


49.  Require  no  reply. 
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(133)  Approve  our  proceedings  re-  50.  The  bills  for  30,000  dollars,  the 
lative  to  the  capture  and  ransom  of  amount  of  the  Natal  ransom,  have 
Natal  and  desire  to  be  informed  of  lately  been  presented  to  us,  and  we 


our  final  decision  on  the  subject. 


determined  to  accept  them  provided 
it  should  appear  that  the  stipulation 
for  exempting  the  fort  of  Natal  from 
attack  for  two  years  had  not  been 
infringed  and  that  the  complaints 
preferred  by  Mr.  Maidman,  the 
Resident,  under  date  2nd  of  February 
1794  vizt.,  that  after  the  articles  were 
signed,  the  fort  and  ids  inhabitants 
were  plundered  of  property  in  breach 
of  the  terms  of  them,  shall  not 
have  been  substantiated.  We  have 
accordingly  called  upon  the  Deputy 
Governor  and  Council  to  acquaint  us, 
as  early  as  possible,  whether  the  fort 
has  or  has  not  been  attacked  within 
the  stipulated  period  of  exemption, 
and  also  whether  the  complaints  of 
Mr.  Maidman  above  alluded  to,  with 
respect  to  the  plunder  of  property  by 
the  captors,  have  been  established. 
For  what  should  or  should  not  be 
considered  as  amounting  to  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  articles  on  this  last 
mentioned  point,  we  referred  the 
Government  of  Bencoolen  to  the 
opinion  contained  in  your  Advocate 
Generaks  letter  of  the  14th  September 
1794  (transmitted  as  No.  12  in  the  list 
of  the  packet  per  Rose  29th  December 
1794)  in  the  distinctions  laid  down  in 
which  we  acquainted  them  we  entirely 
concurred. 

51.  We  at  the  same  time  directed, 
in  the  event  of  the  enquiries  they 
might  have  made  respecting  the 
asserted  plunder  of  property  by  the 
captors  after  the  articles  were  signed, 
not  being  such  as  would  enable  us 
to  determine  the  question,  on  the 
grounds  of  those  distinctions,  they 
would  make  the  further  enquiries 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  trans¬ 
mit  the  result  to  us  with  all  practi¬ 
cable  dispatch. 


(134)  Refer  us  to  the  Law  Depart- '' 
ment  for  their  advices  of  the  8th  of 
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July  1795  on  the  subject  of  justices 
of  the  peace  for  Fort  Marlbro'. 

(135)  Confirm  the  salary  we 
allowed  the  3rd  civil  member  of 
Council  at  Bencoolen  and  will  reward 
Mr.  Braham^^  on  a  regular  representa¬ 
tion  of  his  services. 

(136)  State  that  their  Military 
letter  of  this  date  contains  their  senti¬ 
ments  on  the  subject  of  encrease  of 
allowance  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
and  2nd  in  Council  at  Fort  Marlbro’. 

(137)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  have  already  been  replied  to. 

(138)  Rules  to  be  observed  relative 
to  the  rank  of  writers  appointed  in 
any  season  who  are  at  the  time  of 
such  appointment  residing  in  India. 


(139)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  ^ 
that  have  already  been  replied  to. 

(140)  Approve  of  the  adoption  of 
the  system  of  refining  gold  bv 
contract. 

(141)  Report  that  they  have  ad-  ? 
verted  to  the  subject  of  the  scarcity 
of  silver  in  their  letter  of  the  15th 
April  last. 

(142)  Noticing  paragraphs  that 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(143)  Approve  of  the  new  regula-  ^ 

tions  with  regard  to  the  bonds  of  our 
Government  but  desire  that  they  be 
furnished  with  an  annual  set,  and  that 
the  bonds  be  inserted  in  the  General 
Registers  transmitted  home.  ' 

(144)  Expressive  of  satisfaction  at 
the  reduction  made  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Accountant  Generahs 
Office. 


52.  Require  no  reply. 


53.  We  shall  reply  to  this  para¬ 
graph  from  the  Military  Department 
to  which  you  have  referred  it. 


54.  Needs  no  reply. 

55.  Will  be  particularly  attended 
to.  We  take  this  opportunity  of 
remarking  to  your  Honhle  Court  that 
as  the  word  season,  applied  to  the 
appointment  of  writers,  is  indefinite, 
it  would  effectually  prevent  the 
possibility  of  misinterpretation  of 
any  advice  from  you  on  this  head,  if 
a  correct  list  attested  by  your 
Secretary  were  to  be  regularly  sent  at 
the  close  of  the  appointments  of  each 
year  respectively. 


56.  Require  no  reply. 


57.  Copies  of  these  paragraphs 
were  transmitted  to  the  Accountant 
General  for  his  information  and 
guidance. 
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(145)  Adverting  to  paragraphs" 
that  have  already  been  replied  to. 

(146)  Concur  with  us  as  to  the 
pokey  of  tlie  new  police  establish* 
ment  and  approve  of  the  method  w^e 
adopted  to  raise  funds  for  its  support. 

(147)  Noticing  paragraphs  that  | 
have  already  been  replied  to. 

(148)  Acquiesce  in  the  addition  wt  ^ 

made  to  Lieutenant  Wilford’s^®  salary 
for  the  prosecution  of  his  literary 
pursuits  but  recommend  that  from 
time  to  time  he  report  his  progress, 
which  they  deem  us  sufficiently  com¬ 
petent  to  judge.  ^ 

(149)  State  tliat  on  the  receipt  of 
Lieutenant  Wilford's  map  of  the 
upper  part  of  India  they  will  judge 
of  what  remuneration  he  is  entitled 
to. 


(150)  Approve  our  acceptation  of 
Mr.  Morris’s  contract  for  repairs  of 
the  Calcutta  goal. 

(151)  Desiring  us  to  abolish  the 
allowance  granted  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  Europe  Post  Office. 

(152)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
need  no  reply. 

(153)  Permitting  Mr.  George  Pur-  " 
ling  to  return  to  his  rank  in  the 
service. 

(154)  Allowing  Messrs  Henry  ^ 
Parry  and  Walter  Farquar,  two 
writers,  to  remain  in  England  another 
year. 

(155)  Authorizing  Mr.  Richard " 

Fleming  to  come  to  Bengal  and  prac* 
tise  as  an  attorney  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  ^ 

(156)  List  of  persons  permitted  to 
proceed,  to  India  as  free  mariners. 

(157)  Resolution  to  appoint  one 
writer  more  for  this  establishment  in 
addition  to  the  number  advised  in 
their  letter  of  the  15th  April. 


58.  Require  no  reply. 


59.  On  the  subject  of  these  para¬ 
graphs,  we  are  happy  to  observe  that 
of  the  labors  of  IVIr.  Wilford,  the 
Asiatic  Researches  furnish  no  incon¬ 
siderable  proof  and  we  are  from  our 
own  knowledge  authorized  to  assert 
that  his  time  is  dedicated  to  the 
pursuits  which  the  salary  given  to 
him  was  meant  to  encourage.  We 
have  directed  our  Secretary  to  trans¬ 
mit  by  this  opportunity  30  copies  of 
the  3rd  volume  of  the  Asiatic 
Researches  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  and 
shall  continue  to  forward  the  succeed¬ 
ing  volumes  regularly. 

60.  Requires  no  reply. 


61.  This  order  was  complied  with 
on  the  receipt  of  the  letter  w^e  arc 
now  replying  to. 

62.  Needs  no  reply. 


63.  Require  no  reply. 


64.  Copies  of  these  paragraphs 
were  transmitted  to  the  Register  of 
Covenants  for  his  information  and 
guidance. 

65.  Requires  no  reply. 
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66.  It  is  with  much  concern  we  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court,  that  by 
recent  reports  received  from  Major  Kyd,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Reddick^^  the 
surgeon,  and  no  less  than  fifty  settlers  have  in  the  course  of  the  last  rains  at 
the  Andamans  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  baneful  effects  of  the 
dunate ;  that  Lieutenant  Stokoe/"  the  acting  Superintendant, 
was  very  ill,  and  that  Lieutenant  Ramsay^®  was  compelled 
from  extreme  indisposition  to  quit  the  settlement,  which  continued  so  exceed¬ 
ingly  unhealthy,  notwithstanding  an  abundance  of  fresh  provisions,  and 
wholesome  diet,  as  to  dispirit  every  class  of  men,  and  make  them  all  solicitous 
to  leave  it. 


5th  February 
1796. 


67.  From  these  circumstances,  the  apprehension  that  the  sickness  and 

mortality  at  the  settlement  will  continue,  added  to  the  great  expence  and 

„  ^  ,  embarrassment  which  arise  to  Government  in  maintaining 

Consn.  8th  ,  ,  ,  .  t  ■  ° 

February.  settlement  and  conveying  supplies  to  it  at  the  present 

period,  we  deemed  it  advisable  on  the  grounds  both  of 
humanity  and  economy  to  withdraw  it.  We  had  the  less  hesitation  in 
determining  on  this  measure,  as  from  no  permanent  or  valuable  buildings 
having  been  erected,  and  there  being  but  few  stores  to  remove,  the  settlement 
can  always  be  re-established  with  little  disadvantage,  should  it  be  hereafter 
thought  expedient  to  prosecute  the  original  plan  with  vigor  at  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  present  war. 

68.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  foreign  nation  avail  themselves  of  our 
withdrawing  the  settlement  from  Port  Cornwallis  to  form  an  establishment  on 
the  islands  with  a  view  to  claim  to  them  or  any  other  purpose,  but  to  obviate 
any  attempt  of  this  nature,  it  is  our  intention  to  station  a  small  vessel  ai 
Port  Cornw^allis  to  be  relieved  every  six  months. 

69.  The  near  approaching  of  the  change  of  the  monsoon  rendered  it 
necessary  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  adopting  the  necessary  measures  for 

withdrawing  the  settlement;  we  directed  the  Marine  Board 
15tli  February.  take  Up  a  proper  vessel  for  conveying  the  settlers  and  the 
convicts  amounting  to  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  persons, 
and  the  superfluous  provisions  to  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  Bengal,  together  widi 
such  military  and  naval  stores,  as  the  Military  Board  and  Major  Kyd  should 
deem  it  eligible  to  transport  to  that  settlement. 

70.  The  Fairliey  one  of  the  ships  employed  in  transporting  the  recruits 
raised  in  Bengal  for  the  Madras  Army,  has  been  accordingly  engaged  to 
proceed  to  the  Andamans  on  her  return  from  Madras,  and,  with  the 
Cornwallis  schooner,  will  accomplish  these  services  before  the  change  of  the 
monsoon. 


Marine 


71.  Our  consultation  of  the  8th  of  December  will  furnish  your  Hon^ble 
ourt  with  the  proceedings  at  length  of  a  committee  held  on  Edward  Shoul- 
dam,  a  pilot  in  your  service,  charged  with  having  suffered  the  Gillet  schooner, 
w  ich  he  commanded,  to  be  surprised  and  boarded  by  a  party  of  armed  French¬ 
men  who  captured  the  schooner  and  carried  her  to  sea. 
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72.  Our  deliberations  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  on  the  expediency  o£ 
stationing  an  armed  vessel  for  the  defence  of  the  river,  are  detailed  in  the 
same  consultation  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 


73.  In  December  last,  the  Marine  Board  submitted  to  our  consideration 

a  new  establishment  proposed  for  the  vessels  employed  in 
De^eSber"  ^  Marine,  founded  on  the  proposition  of  the  Marine 

Committee,  of  which  you  are  already  advised,  for  raising  the 
pay  and  victualling  the  crews,  natives  as  well  as  Europeans. 

74.  The  encrease  of  expence  is  inconsiderable  whilst  the  advantage  to  be 
derived  from  securing  the  service  of  able  men  is  important.  It  may  be  proper 
at  the  same  time  to  remark  that  this  necessity  of  augmenting  the  pay  of  the 
Bengal  seamen  in  the  Company’s  Marine  may  be  considered  as  an  indication 
of  the  improving  state  of  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

75.  We  forward  by  this  dispatch,  copy  of  letter  from  the  Secretary  to 
the  Marine  Board  together  with  the  indent,  to  which  it  has  reference,  of 
Marine  stores  for  the  use  of  the  individuals  in  Bengal,  which  we  request  may 
be  complied  with. 


Europe  Ships 


76.  On  the  8th  ultimo,  your  Secretary  was  advised  from  the  Political 
Department  of  the  capture  of  the  Triton.  The  crew  having  subsequently  arrived 
here  on  a  ship  freighted  for  their  conveyance  by  the  Collector  of  Ganjam, 
we  immediately  ordered  a  court  of  enquiry  to  be  assembled  for  examining 
into  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  the  ship,  and  for  investigating  into  certain 
charges  preferred  by  Messrs.  Gribble  and  Davies,  the  second  and  third 
officers,  against  Mr.  Bell,  the  chief  officer,  for  his  conduct  on  the  occasion. 

77.  The  court  is  now  sitting  and  we  shall  transmit  their  proceedings 
at  length,  together  with  our  decision  thereon  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 


Company's  Servants : 

Resignations  and  Appointments 

78.  We  have  the  honor  to  subjoin  a  list  of  resignations  and  appointments 
since  our  advices  under  date  the  11th  of  January  last:  — 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  Judge  and  Magistrate  of  the  zillah  of  the  24  Pergunnahs, 
vice  NIr.  Champain.  IVIr.  Thomas  Boileau,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
vice  Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Edward  Parker,  Assistant  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Government  in  the  Political  Department.  Mr.  C.  Bird,  Collector  of 
Momunsing.  Mr.  William  Douglas,  Judge  of  the  Zillah  Court  at  Dinagc 
pore,  vice  Mr.  Wilkinson.  Mr.  SI.  Haselby,  Commercial  Resident  at 
Commercolly,  vice  Mr.  Becher.  Mr.  C.  Bird,  Collector  of  Dinagepore. 
Mr.  Francis  Le  Gros,  Collector  of  Momensing.  Mr.  Thomas  Myers, 
Accountant  General  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Caldecott  resigned.  Mr.  R.  W.  Cox, 
Accountant  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  Deputy  Accountant  General  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Myers.  Mr.  Wm.  Egerton  do.  do.,  Board  of  Trade  vice  Mr.  Cox, 
The  Hon’ble  Mr.  Ramsay,  Assistant  to  the  Collector  of  Midnapore.  Mr.  Rees, 
Assistant  to  the  Collector  of  Rajishay.  Mr.  John  Cotton,  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  their  Departments  of  Salt  and  Opium.  Mr.  John  Richard¬ 
son,  Assistant  to  the  Register  and  2nd  Assistant  to  the  Magistrate  of  the  zillah 
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of  Seruii.  Mr.  J.  Barton,  Assistant  to  the  Register  and  2nd  Assistant  to  the 
Magistrate  of  the  zillah  of  Tirhoot.  Mr.  D.  Campbell,  Register  to  the 
Dewannie  Adawlut  and  Assistant  to  the  Magistrate  to  the  zillah  oi  Burdwan. 
Mr.  G.  Cumining,  Register  of  the  Dewany  Adawlut  and  Assistant  to  the 
Magistrate  of  the  zillah  of  Rungpore.  Mr.  W.  O.  Salmon,  Assistant  Register 
to  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and  Circuit  for  the  Division  of  Moorsheda- 
bad.  Air.  W.  E.  Wyiich,  Assistant  Register  to  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal 
and  Circuit  for  the  Division  of  Moorshedabad.  Mr.  C.  Becher,  Assistant 
Register  to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  and  Nizamut  Adawlut.  Mr.  N.  Rees, 
Junior  Assistant  to  tlie  Collector  of  Burdwan. 

1 2th  February 

Mr.  Edward  Hay  to  a  seat  in  the  Board  of  Trade,  vice  Mr.  Kennaway 
resigned.  Air.  G.  H.  Barlow,  Secretary  to  the  Government,  vice  Mr.  Hay. 

1 5th  February 

Mr.  J.  H.  Harrington,  Register  to  the  Sudder  Dewanny  and  Nizamut 
Adawluts,  vice  Air.  Barlow.  Mr.  John  Thornhill,  Sub-Secretary,  Military 
Department,  vice  Air.  Harington.  Air.  H.  St.  G.  Tucker,  Sub-Secretary,  Reve¬ 
nue  Department,  vice  Air.  Barlow.  Air.  J.  Stuart,  Deputy  Register.  Mr.  T. 
Baring,  Translator  to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut.  Air.  W.  Douglas,  Judge  and 
Alagistrate  of  Rajeshahee,  vice  AD.  Grant  resigned.  Air.  J.  Spottiswood,  Judge 
of  Dinagepore,  vice  Air.  Douglas.  AD.  T.  Pattle,  Judge  of  Burdwan,  vice 
AD,  Spottiswood,  AD.  Gumming,  Register  to  the  Zillah  Adawlut  of  Rajesha¬ 
hee.  AD.  Deane,  Assistant  to  the  Resident  of  the  Board  of  Revenue.  AD.  R 
Darrell,  Assistant  in  the  office  of  the  Accountant  General.  AD.  Webb,  Assis¬ 
tant  in  the  ofl&ce  of  the  Register  to  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut.  AD.  Stone, 
Assistant  in  the  office  of  Translator  to  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut.  AD. 
Fergusson,  Assistant  in  the  Secretary’s  Office,  Pub.  Department. 

25 th  February  1796 

AD.  John  Routledge  to  the  temporary  charge  of  the  Benares  collectorship 
during  AD.  Duncan's  absence  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  Mr.  John  Deane 
to  the  charge  of  the  collectorship  of  Behar. 

Sid  March 

Mr.  Thomas  Parr,  Judge  and  Magistrate  of  Jessore,  vice  AD.  Hesihege 
reiiigned.  AD.  D.  Set  on,  Head  Assistant  to  the  Sub -Secretary  in  the  Public 
Department.  AD.  Ross,  Assistant  in  the  Revenue  and  Judical  Department. 

79.  AD.  Kennaway,^^  with  his  resignation  of  his  seat  at  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  of  your  service,  transmitted  to  us  a  certificate  Dom  the  Head 
Suigeon  at  the  Presidency  shewing  the  necessity  of  his  proceeding  to  Europe 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

80.  On  -this  occasion,  the  Board  of  Trade  thought  it  incumbent  on 
them  to  testify  dieD  sense  of  the  services  Air.  Kennaway  has  rendered  the 

Consn  Company  in  the  several  departments  committed  to  dieii 

February.  charge,  by  his  ability  and  constant  attention  to  promote  the 

interest  of  his  employers  in  the  zealous  execution  of  the 
general  duties  of  a  member  of  the  Board  ..of  Trade,  and  other  offices  imder 
Government  during  a  long  series  of  years  in  trusts  of  importance.  Fully 
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concurring  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Kennaway’s  colleagues  to  the  merits  of 
his  conduct,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  particular  notice,  and 
that  he  mav  be  permitted  to  return  with  his  rank  in  the  service  upon  the 
re-establishment  of  his  health. 

81.  Upon  otu  acc<y)tance  of  Mr.  Kennaway’s  resignation,  our  Secretary 
Mr.  Hav  intimated  a  wish  to  exchange  his  office  for  the  vacant  seat  at  the 
Board  oi  Trade.  AVe  are  concerned  to  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court  that  this 
wish  was  suggested  by  the  injury  his  health  has  sustained  by  an  unremitted 
attention  to  the  laborious  duties  of  his  office,  yet  we  add  with  satisfaction 
that  the  long  acknowledged  zeal,  integrity  and  indefatigable  exertions  of  our 
Secretary,  of  which  Marquis  Cornwallis  bore  so  honorable  a  testimony,  give 
a  surong  claim  to  our  acquiescence  in  his  appointment  to  an  important  and 


respectable  station. 

82.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  have  been  long  since  apprised  of  the  intention 
of  your  Accountant  General  Mr.  Abraham  Caldecott^^  to  resign  your  service 
and  proceed  to  England ;  this  he  has  lately  with  our  sanction 
Vide  General  carried  into  effect.  His  conduct  in  your  service  in  every 

Tan?a/y  ^1794  situation  wiiich  he  has  fiUed  has  been  deserving  of  our  entire 

approbation,  and  we  do  not  doubt  that  the  merits  of  so  able 
and  useful  an  officer  will  atU'act  the  particular  notice  of  your  Hon’ble  Court 
and  ensure  him  your  permission  to  return  with  his  rank  upon  liis  application 


so  to  do. 

83.  Mr.  William  Wilkinson^®  has  been  compelled  by  continued  ill  health 
to  relinquish  his  station  of  Judge  and  Magistrate  at  Dinagepore  in  order  to 
proceed  to  Europe,  and  w^e  readily  comply  with  his  request  to  recommend  to 
your  Hon’ble  Court  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  return  to  his  rank  in  the 
service,  if  his  recovery  permits  him  so  to  do  within  the  limited  time. 

84.  Mr.  James  Grant  resigned  the  office  of  Judge  and  Magistrate  of 
Jessore,  and  with  it  your  service,  but  he  has  requested  we  will  mention  to 
your  Hon’ble  Court  his  intention  to  return  and  to  add  our  recommendation 
that  he  may  attain  your  permission  when  applied  for. 


Miscellaneous 

85.  Conformably  to  the  orders  contained  in  your  Hon’ble  Court’s 
Commercial  letter  of  the  6th  May  last,  the  Company’s  Attorney  w'as  called 
upon  for  a  full  explanation  of  the  chcumstances  which  occasioned  so  much 
apparent  delay  in  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  the  suit  of  chancery 
brought  by  the  Company  against  Mr.  Keighly,  for  which  a  commission  w'as 
sent  out  in  May  1792.  We  transmit  Mr.  Jackson's  report  a  number  in  the 
packet. 

86.  Wc  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  indulgent  consideration  of  your 
Hon’ble  Court  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  us  on  the  6th 
ultimo  by  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Percival  Pott"^,  in  consequence 

of  which  we  agreed  to  allows  her  a  pension  for  life  of  sicca 
8th  Febmary.  325-9-2  per  mondi,  (the  amount  received  by  her  late 

husband  as  a  senior  merchant  out  of  employ),  to  commence  from  the  date  of 
Mr.  Pott’s  demise,  subject  however  to  your  confirmation. 

87.  In  complying  with  Mrs.  Pott’s  application,  notwithstanding  your 
orders  of  the  15th  of  April  and  3rd  of  July  1795,  we  rely  for  our  justification 
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on  the  well-known  necessitous  circumstances  of  the  widow  of  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  upwards  of  twenty  one  years  in  your  service,  the  attention  particular¬ 
ly  due  to  them  from  the  general  esteem  in  which  Mrs  Pott  is  held,  and  the 
humanity  of  your  Hon’ble  Court,  so  often  interested  in  cases  of  distress, 

88.  We  are  confident  that  these  considerations  will  induce  you  to  sanction 
this  deviation  from  the  strict  letter  of  your  orders,  in  favour  of  a  solicitation 
possessing  claims  to  regard,  which  we  are  satisfied  would  have  ensued  to  it  the 
most  ready  attention,  had  it  been  preferred  immediately  to  yourselves. 

89.  By  this  opportunity  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  receive  a  small  pot  ol 
opium  made  in  the  Botanic  Garden  under  the  inspection  of  Doctor  Roxburgh 
who  conceives  it  to  be  of  the  purest  kind.  It  was  collected  in  the  last  month 
and  we  forwarded  it  at  the  Doctor’s  request,  as  it  may  be  of  import  to 
determine  whether  or  not  pure  Bengal  opium  is  as  strong  and  otherwise  good 
as  the  freshest  Turky  opium  imported  into  England. 

90.  We  have  also  the  pleasure  to  send  a  sample  of  about  seven  ounces 
of  cochineal  collected  by  Doctor  Roxburgh,  after  having  supplied  a  variety 
of  persons  with  a  sufficient  number  of  the  living  cochineal  insects  for  stocking 
plantations,  and  also  Doctor  Dinwiddle-^  with  what  he  required  for  experi¬ 
ments. 

91.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 


Stale  of  the  General  Treasury  the  7th  March  1796 


Ready  Money 
Gold  mohurs 
Siccas 
Copper 
Dollars 

Bills  receivable 


1,13,484  4  0  18,15,748  0  0 

4,46,991  0  0 

10,529  8  3 

12,000  0  0  25,800  0  0 

-  22,99,068  8  3 

.  ...  84,156  13  3 


Unsorted  treasure  ... 
Balance  account 
deposits 

Accountant  General, 
Mayor’s  Court 
Do.  Supreme  Court 
Old  bond  debt  on 
which  the  interest 
has  ceased 

Loans  @  12  per  cent 
Register  debt 


Sicca  rupees 


1,75,336  13  8 

90,457  1  3 
8,925  4  0 


31,122  6  9 
900  2  5 
3,91,71,701  7  3 


23,83,225  5  6 
57,000  0  0 


3,94,78,443  3  4 


Fort  William, 

7  th  March  1796.  are  etc.  etc. 
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LETTER  DATED  20  MAY  1796 

Pressing  demand  for  cash  in  Madras — health  in  Prince  of  IVales  Island — 
drawings  made  hy  Roxburgh  of  the  plants  of  the  Coromandel  Coast — state  of 
the  general  treasury. 

To  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’bie  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  the  7th  March  last. 

2.  The  Earl  Fitz  William  and  Fort  William  imported  here  on  the 
2nd  February  last,  and  the  Berrington  and  Henry  Dundas  on  the  24th 
following. 

3.  The  Indiamen  which  form  the  4th  and  last  division  under  sailing 
orders  for  Europe,  after  completing  their  cargoes  at  Madras,  are  the  Berring- 
ton,  Henry  DundaSj  Earl  Fitz  Willunn  and  Fort  William. 

4.  We  have  the  honor  to  forward  duplicate  of  our  addresses  of  the  7th 
March,  triplicate  of  those  under  date  the  2nd  February  and  quadruplicate 
of  our  letter  of  the  11th  January  last. 

Fort  St.  George 

5.  In  our  letter  of  the  11th  January  last  (paragraphs  18  to  20)  we 
acquainted  you  that  from  our  apprehension  that  the  pressing  demands  which 
then  existed  for  cash  in  our  treasury  would  preclude  us  from  supplying  the 
exigencies  of  the  Madras  Government,  either  by  remittances  from  hence,  or 
by  allowing  them  to  draw  bills  on  us  dischargeable  in  cash,  we  recommended 
them  to  raise  money  either  by  the  sale  of  their  promissory  notes,  at  a  rate  of 
discount  somewhat  higher  dran  that  which  they  bore  in  the  market,  so  as  to 
ensure  a  ready  sale  of  them,  or  in  the  event  of  this  measure  not  producing  an 
adequate  supply,  by  availing  themselves  of  the  authority  which  they  possessed 
of  opening  their  treasury  for  bills  upon  you. 

6.  From  the  letter  from  the  Madras  Government  of  the  31st  December 
recorded  in  our  proceedings  of  the  22nd  January  you  will  observe  that,  instead 
of  adopting  our  recommendation  of  -the  30th  November,  they  deemed  it 
advisable,  in  the  hope  of  accomplishing  the  double  object  of  assisting  our 
funds,  and  keeping  open  a  medium  of  remittance  bettveen  the  two  presidencies, 
to  advertise  the  disposal  of  their  promissory  notes  transferrabie  to  Bengal,  at 
the  exchange  of  418  current  rupees  per  one  hundred  star  pagodas,  at  the 
same  time  opening  their  treasury  for  money  for  bills  on  your  Hon’ble 
Court  at  an  exchange  of  7s-9)4d  the  star  pagodah,  payable  at  twelve 
months  after  sight,  with  an  option  to  you  of  postponing  the  payment  for  one 
year  longer. 

7.  The  additional  quantity  of  paper  tlirown  into  the  market  by  transfers 
of  their  notes  to  a  large  amount,  added  to  die  great  demand  for  money 
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occasioned  by  the  extensive  commercial  speculations  then  carrying  on  at  this 
Presidency,  raised  the  discount  on  the  notes,  so  as  to  prevent  our  obtainine 
those  supplies  which  we  expected  from  the  ready  money  remittance,  the 
subscription  of  the  notes  purchased  at  the  discount  affording  a  more  advan¬ 
tageous  remittance. 

8.  To  remove  the  embarrassment  occasioned  to  our  finances  by  tliis 
operation  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Madras  Government,  and  to  prevent 
Consn.  21st  further  depreciation  of  the  public  securities,  we  directed 

March.  them  to  discontinue  the  transfer  of  their  notes ;  at  the  same 

time,  as  we  could  not  expect  that  they  would  derive  any  considerable  aid 
from  bills  on  you  at  the  exchange  of  7s-9^d  per  star  pagodah,  whilst  better 
terms  could  be  obtained  in  Bengal  by  the  purchase  of  their  transfer  notes,  we 
authorized  them  to  raise  the  exchange  on  their  bills  to  8s  per  star  pagodah, 
which,  from  the  calculations  in  our  Accountant’s  letter  recorded  on  the  21st 
March,  you  will  observe  is  more  favorable  to  you  than  the  bills  which  were 
granted  here  for  their  promissory  notes  transferred  at  the  exchange  of  current 
rupees  418  for  one  hundred  star  pagodas.  We  further  recommended  to  them, 
if  necessary,  to  adopt  the  mode  of  disposing  of  their  promissory  notes  suggest-' 
ed  in  our  letter  of  the  30th  November  last. 


9.  It  is  with  much  satisfaction  w^e  acquaint  you  that  the  discontinuance 
of  the  transfer  of  the  Madras  notes,  added  to  Repayment  of  5,50,000  rupees 

20tii  May.  discharge  of  the  register  debt  which  we  advertised  on  the 

28th  April,  has  been  productive  of  the  expected  effect,  our 
eight  per  cent  notes  being  now  at  par,  and  the  discount  on  the  six  per  cents 
having  gradually  fallen  from  ten  to  about  five  per  cent. 

10.  Concurring  however  entirely  in  the  opinion  as  expressed  by  the 
Madras  Government  in  their  subsequent  letter  of  the  16th  of  April  as  to 

Consn.  23rd  the  detriment  to  be  apprehended  to  the  country  by  the 
unavoidable  exportation  of  the  specie  that  would  take 
place  unless  some  channel  of  remittance  were  kept  open,  we  authorized 
them,  if  necessary  to  draw  bills  upon  us  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three 
lacks  of  rupees  each  month.  This  supply  added  to  the  sums  which  they 
may  raise  by  the  sale  of  them  notes,  and  by  bills  on  your  Hon’ble 
Court,  and  the  further  relief  which  we  have  afforded  to  them,  by  having 
determined  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  peishcush  to  the  Nizam 
horn  Bengal,  commencing  with  the  instalment  that  will  be  due  on  the 
olst  October  next,  will,  we  trust,  prevent  their  experiencing  any  pecuniary 
embarrassment.  <=>  j  r  j 


11.  On  the  11th  January  we  informed  you  of  our  having  written  to  the 
Government  at  Madras  to  send  the  store  ships  Marquis  Cornwallis,  Prince  of 
Wales  and  Admiral  Parker  to  Bengal  in  the  event  of  their  touching  on  the 
Consn.  1 2th  Coast,  but  your  Honorable  Court  having,  as  we  afterwards 

e  ruary,  learnt,  engaged  considerably  more  tonnage  for  Bengal  than 

we  had  any  reason  to  expect,  and  consequently  precluded  the  probability  of 
any  want  o  toimage  here,  we  thought  it  adviseable  that  the  transports  on 
their  arrival  at  Fort  St.  George  should  be  directed  to  proceed  to  China  for 
cargoes  according  to  their  original  destination,  and  to  intimate  to  the  supra- 
cargoes  at  ma  oui  wish  that  they  should  load  from  thence  any  ships  which 
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iiiav  eventually  put  in  their  from  New  South  Wales  instead  of  sending  them 
to  Bengal. 


Canton 

12.  In  continuation  of  our  advices  under  date  the  2nd  November  per 
Surprize  relative  to  Captain  Canning's  engagements,  we  have  the  satisfaction 
Consn.  28  th  inform  your  Honorable  Court  that  the  principal  and 

March.  interest  due  on  his  bonds  for  three,  and  one  lack,  of  sicca 

rupees  have  been  discharged.  Copy  of  the  letter  from  the  supracargoes  at 
Canton  relative  to  this  subject  and  to  the  state  of  their  finances  is  transmitted 
a  number  in  the  packet. 


Prince  of  Wales  Island 


13.  Our  earnest  desire  to  provide  at  all  times  a  compensation  to  the 
Company  for  the  expences  incurred  in  maintaining  their  establishments 
induced  us  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  establish- 
cember^i795^^  <i^ties  on  goods  imported  at,  or  exported  from,  Prince 

of  Wales  Island.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honorable 
Court  to  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  for  our  resolution  on  the 
subject. 


14.  The  state  of  Mr.  Mannington's^  health  precluding  all  expectation  of 
a  restoration  of  it  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  resume  the  duties  of  his  station, 
added  to  the  very  bad  state  of  the  health  of  Mr.  Pigou^,  the  Head  Assistant, 
we  judged  it  necessary  to  appoint  a  successor  and  in  consequence  selected 
Major  Forbes  Ross  Macdonald  whose  conduct  had  been  very  satisfactory  when 
employed  by  the  Government  at  Madras  on  a  mission  of  an  important  nature 
to  Batavia. 


15.  We  are  concerned  to  inform  you  that  our  apprehensions  both  for 
Mr.  Mannington  and  Mr.  Pigou's  recovery  were  but  too  well  founded  ; 
both  having  died  since  our  last  dispatches.  We  have  consequently  made  the 
following  arrangement  in  addition  to  the  appointment  of  Major  Macdonald: 
Mr.  Beenland  Head  Assistant,  Mr.  Philip  Mannington  second,  Mr.  Counter 
third. 


Europe  Ships 

16.  The  commander  of  the  Woodcot  having  represented  to  us  that 
Consn.  22nd  Mr.  Thomson  was  eligible  by  the  regulations  to  succeed  him 

February.  as  chief  mate,  he  was  accordingly  sworn  in  to  that  station, 

17.  The  captains  of  the  Lansdown  and  Hawke  having  been  called  upon 

Consn.  14th  state  their  reasons  for  parting  from  their  convoy  and 

^^^rch.  proceeding  to  Bengal  without  touching  at  Madras  conform¬ 

ably  to  your  orders,  we  directed  our  Secretary  to  forward  their  answers  a 
number  in  the  packet. 

18.  By  our  last  advices  your  Honorable  Court  were  informed  of 
Consn.  25th  t:he  capture  of  the  Triton  and  that  a  court  of  enquiry 

^phl.  had  been  constituted  to  investigate  the  cause  of  this 

unfortunate  circumstance, 
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19.  The  enquiry  closed  on  the  19th  ultimo  when  the  Court  was  dissolved 
and  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  Hon’ble  Sirs,  to  the  appendix  of  the  consulta¬ 
tion  noted  in  the  margin  for  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings. 


Freighted  Ships 

20.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin 
for  duplicates  of  letters  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  your  Hon’ble 

Consn,  28th  Court  on  this  subject  of  the  respective  consignments  by 
March.  the  extra  ships  Duckenfield  Hally  Warren  Hastings^ 

Camillay  Berwick ,  Frmcess  Royal y  Ahercromhy,  Anna  Ameluiy  and  Royal 
Charlotte. 

21.  Your  Board  of  Trade  having  represented  to  us  that  they  deemed 
a  compensation  due  to  the  owners  of  the  ships,  which  were  diverted  from 

Consn.  18th  original  intention  of  the  parties  vdien  hired  to  carry 

April.  grain  to  England  to  relieve  the  national  distress  for  grain, 

we  authorized  them  to  make  the  following  payments: 


3/4  at  the 

1/4  at  owners’ 

Total  now 

Company’s 

risk 

to  be  eventua¬ 
lly  returned 

payable 

Sicca  Rupees 

Sicca  Rupees 

Sicca  Rupees 

Nonsuch 

5,379  6  10 

1,793  2  3 

7,172  9  1 

Harriet 

6,192  0  0 

2,064  0  0 

S,256  0  0 

Britannia 

5,924  9  2 

1,974  13  8 

7,899  6  10 

Duckenfield  Hall  ... 

6,577  11  5 

2,192  9  1 

8,770  4  6 

Chichester 

4,983  6  10 

1,661  2  3 

6,644  9  1 

Eliza  Anne 

7,755  6  10 

2,585  2  3 

10,340  9  1 

Princess  Royal 

15,413  2  10 

5,137  11  7 

20,550  14  5 

Amelia 

16,133  2  10 

5,377  11  7 

21,510  14  5 

General  Medows  ... 

4,294  4  7 

1,431  6  10 

5,725  11  5 

Sicca  rupees 

72,653  3  4 

24,217  11  6 

96,870  14  10 

22.  Our  earnest  desire  to  encourage  the  shipping  of  the  port,  and  the 
moderate  rate  at  which  the  ships  were  engaged,  expressly  for  grain,  after  it 
was  known  that  a  number  had  been  hired  by  the  Company  and  after  indi¬ 
viduals  had  been  permitted  to  send  grain  to  Europe  on  their  own  account, 
joined  to  the  accommodating  conduct  of  the  owners,  when  the  Company, 
for  the  sake  of  affording  relief  to  the  national  exigencies,  were  the  first  to 
deviate  from  the  minds  of  both  parties,  made  us  feel  less  hesitation  than 
we  otherwise  should  have  done  in  giving  our  sanction  to  so  l^gc  ^ 
disbursement.  ^ 
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23.  The  strong  commendations  we  received  of  the  assistance  afforded 
bv  Mr.  Smith  in  calculations  to  ascertain  the  above  compensation  induced 
us  to  remunerate  his  services  with  sicca  rupees  1,000. 


Company's  Servants 

24.  We  have  the  honor  to  subjoin  a  list  of  resignations  and  appointments 
since  our  last  dispatches :  — h'ir.  William  Cunningham,  Register  to  the 

Dewanny  Adawlut  of  the  Zillah  Dinagepore ;  Mr.  Patterson, 
28th  March.  Assistant  to  the  Register  of  the  City  Court  of  Dacca ;  Mr.  A. 
Montgomery,  Register  to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  of  Rungpore ;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Travers,  Assistant  to  the  Collector  of  Nuddea;  Mr.  M.  Campbell,  Assistant 
Register,  Tipperah ;  Hon’ble  Mr.  Elphinstone,  Assistant  to  the  Register  of 
the  City  Court  of  Benares  ;  Mr.  G.  Moncton,  Assistant  to  the  Register  of  the 
Siidder  Dewannee  and  Nizamiit  Adawluts ;  Mr.  Laing  Do.  Collector  of 
Consn.  11th  Midnapore ;  Mr.  Bell  Do.  Collector  of  Tipperah;  Sir  F 

April.  Hamilton  Do.  to  Persian  Translator ;  Mr.  Robert  Scott  Do. 

Secretary  Board  of  Trade ;  Mr.  Charles  Becher  Do.  Alagistrate  Burdwan ; 

Consn.  18th  Register  Dacca  Jelalpore ;  Mr.  King,  Assistant  to 

April.  the  Collector  of  Jessore ;  T.  S.  Hollond,  Head  Assistant 

to  the  Secretary  Revenue  Department ;  Mr.  Watson,  Assistant  to  Register 
and  2nd  Assistant  to  the  Magistrate  of  Moorshedabad. 

25.  In  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  Mr.  Kennaway’s 
resignation  of  your  service,  of  which  we  advised  you  in  our  letter  under 
date  the  7th  March,  we  are  happy  to  transmit  in  testimony  of  his  services 
a  minute  w^e  have  received  from  your  Board  of  Trade ;  by  which  your 
Honorable  Court  will  observe  the  progressive  improvement  of  the  com¬ 
merce  from  Europe  wRich  we  in  justice  must  ascribe  to  the  exertions  of 
Mr.  Kennaway. 

26.  The  Civil  Auditor  has  submitted  to  us  a  report  on  which  some 
doubts  occur  wdth  respect  to  the  rank  intended  to  be  assigned  to  the  different 
writers  on  this  establishment. 

27.  We  have  directed  our  Secretary  to  forward  to  your  Honhle  Court 
a  copy  of  the  Auditor’s  letter  on  this  occasion  together  with  his  report,  and 
w'e  request  to  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  information  and  instructions 
on  the  following  points. 

28.  1st,  whether  it  was  your  intention  that  the  list  of  writers  commenc¬ 
ing  with  the  Hon’ble  H.  W.  Stuart  and  ending  with  Mr.  J.  Stracay  (invariably 
called  by  you  writers  of  1790)  should  form  a  part  of  the  list  commencing  w^ith 
Mr.  Thomas  Baring  and  ending  with  Mr.  Shakespeare,  called  also  the  list  of 
1790,  except  on  occasion  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  T.  Palmer  whom  in  your 
letter  of  the  11th  April  1792  you  mention  to  have  appointed  to  complete  the 
number  of  writers  agreed  to  be  sent  out  in  1789. 

29.  Should  it  have  been  your  intention  that  the  writers  on  these  two 
lists  should  have  the  same  rank  and  that  the  former  commencing  with  the 
Hon’ble  Mr.  Stuart  should  be  considered  a  supplementary  list  to  the  latter 
commencing  with  Mr.  Baring,  it  will  appear  that  the  following  gentlemen, 
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who  were  not  of  age  prescribed  by  Act  of  Parliament  at  the  time  of  their 
nomination,  should  ranlc  after  all  the  writers  of  the  season  of  1790  vizt., 
Messrs.  James  Pattle,  Thomas  Twing,  Robert  Ker,  John  Deane,  Thomas 
Thornhill. 

30.  On  the  contrary,  if  it  were  your  intention  that  the  two  lists  should 
be  entirely  distinct,  the  one  being  considered  the  list  of  1789,  and  the  other 
of  1790,  which  we  presume  was  the  case,  it  will  then  appear  that  the  five 
gentlemen  abovementioned  should  take  rank  immediately  after  the  former 
and  before  the  latter  and  the  wTiters  w^ho  were  in  the  country  at  the  time  of 
their  appointment  in  1790  will  only  be  entitled  to  local  rank  from  the  arrival 
of  the  first  writer  of  the  second  list  w^hich  was  not  till  the  24th  June  1791, 
whereas  if  the  two  lists  be  considered  the  nomination  of  the  same  year  they 
will  be  entitled  to  local  rank  from  the  date  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  writer 
of  either  list,  or  from  the  1st  August  1790. 


Miscellanea 

31.  We  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  to  transmit  to  your  Honorable 
Consn.  14th  Court  an  original  letter  from  Doctor  Roxburgh  containing 

March.  his  report  on  the  Rajahmundry  teak  tree,  and  to  recommend 

to  your  attention  his  request  to  be  furnished  annually  with  certain  plants 
and  seeds. 

32.  In  the  39th  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  the  3rd  July  last,  you  desired 
to  be  furnished  with  Doctor  Fleming’s  report  on  the  success  of  the  person 
sent  for  botanical  purposes  to  Napaul ;  we  regret  that  we  did  not  derive  the 
benefits  expected  firom  the  measure,  and  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Doctor 
Roxburgh’s  letter  for  the  causes  of  its  failure. 

33.  On  the  receipt  of  your  advdces  under  date  the  15th  April  1795, 
Consn.  ISth  Doctor  Roxburgh  was  enjoined  to  attend  to  Sh  John  Sinclair’s'’ 

request  to  be  supplied  with  whatever  animals  and  seeds 
benefit  might  be  expected  from  in  Great  Britain.  We  now  forward  Doctor 
Roxburgh’s  report  with  a  box  containing  the  seed  of  flax— the  product  of  this 
country. 

34.  We  regret  that  the  20  copies  of  a  periodical  work  mentioned  by  your 
Hon’ble  Court  to  have  been  formed  from  a  collection  of  drawings  made  by 
Doctor  Roxburgh  of  the  native  plants  of  the  Choromandel  Coast,  have  never 
been  received.  In  your  Commercial  letter  of  the  3rd  July,  tiiey  are  noticed 
as  being  on  the  Triton^  but  your  Secretary  on  the  6th  following  states  his 
having  sent  them  on  the  Berrington.  On  enquiry  however  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  came  on  that  ship  ;  consequently  we  could  not  comply  with  your 
directions  to  have  one  colored  copy  presented  to  Doctor  Roxburgh  in  testi¬ 
mony  of  your  Hon’ble  Court’s  approbation  of  his  service. 

35.  We  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin 
for  a  very  favourable  statement  of  the  funds  of  the  Native  Hospital  from 

Consn.  12tla  ^he  1st  November  1795  to  the  29th  February  inclusive, — and 
March.  ^  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  benefits  derived  by  the 

natives  hrom  this  institution  are  progressively  encreasing. 
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36.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this 
Ready  Money 

Gold  mohurs  ...  1,07,982  6  0 

Siccas 

Copper  coins  ... 

Bills  receivable  ... 


Unsorted  treasure 
Balance  account  deposits  ... 
Accountant  GenL,  Mayor’s  Court 
x4.ccountant  GenL,  Supreme  Court 
Old  bond  debt  on  which  the  interest 
has  ceased 

Loans  at  12  per  cent 
Register  debt 


Fort  William, 
20th  May  1796. 


day  is  as  follows: 


17,27,718  0  0 
2,86,531  0  0 
11,087  12  0 

-  20,25,336  12  0 

5,59,693  3  0 


Sic'ca  rupees  25,85,029  12  3 
1,367  3  0 

1,75,197  1  8 
90,457  1  3 
8,872  1  4 

31,122  6  9 
900  2  5 
3,89,56,758  14  9 

-  3,92,63,307  12  2 


We  are  etc,  etc. 


5 

LETTER  DATED  5  JULY  1796 


Settlement  withdrawn  fro^n  the  Andainans — narrative  of  a  route  by 
Ensign  Blunt — state  of  the  general  treasury. 


O  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Since  we  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  20th  ultimo  by  the 
last  division  of  Indiamen,  we  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  in  this  Depart¬ 
ment  dated  the  28th  October  1795  per  Dart  packet,  which  imported  here  on 
the  2nd  instant  and  is  now  under  sailing  orders.  We  therefore  avail  ourselves 
of  this  opportunity  to  reply  to  your  Hon’ble  Court’s  dispatches  under  the 
abovementioned  date. 
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Answer  to  General  letter  in  Public  Department 
dated  28th  October 


(1-2)  Ackonwkdging  the  receipt 
of  our  advices  till  the  8tli  Alarch  in¬ 
clusive. 

(3)  Mr.  William  Grant  appointed 
a  writer  on  this  establishment. 

(4-6)  Engagement  with  the  owners 
of  the  Dart  to  carry  provisions  to 
St.  Helena  and  instructions  for  her 
return  from  Bengal  to  England. 

(7)  The  proposed  regulations  for 
the  army  to  be  sent  by  tlie  Georgh 
ana. 


2.  Need  no  reply. 


3.  Do. 

4.  On  the  receipt  of  your  advices 
your  Board  of  Trade  were  directed  to 
load  the  Dart  in  order  that  she  might 
be  dispatched  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

5.  Needs  no  reply. 


6.  We  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  to  forward  to  your  Honorable 
Court  duplicate  of  our  addresses  under  date  the  20th  May,  triplicate  of  those 
of  the  7th  March  and  quadruplicate  of  those  of  the  2nd  February. 


Fort  St.  George 

7.  To  provide  for  the  conveyance  of  our  annual  accounts,  we  deemed 
it  expedient  to  request  that  the  Madras  Government  would  order  the  Swallow 

16th  Mav  Bengal,  in  the  event  of  her  not  being  wanted  by 

the  commander  of  his  Majesty’s  ships.  She  is  in  consequence 
now  here,  and  we  expect  to  dispatch  her  early  in  the  ensuing  month  with 
the  annual  accounts,  and  with  orders  to  touch  at  Madi-as  to  receive  the  dis¬ 
patches  of  that  Presidency. 

8.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  Public  proceedings  of  the  23rd  May 
for  our  letter  to  the  Madras  Government  relative  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
tonnage  of  the  Indiamen  of  the  last  division  (vizt.,  the  Fort  JFilliajn,  the  Farl 
Fitz  Wilhafiiy  the  Henry  Dtindas  and  the  Berringto7ij  and  their  capacity  to 
carry  surplus  tonnage.  The  explanations  and  instructions  contained  in  our 
letter  were  given  under  the  apprehension  that  the  remaining  chartered  tonnage 
would  be  insufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  Coast  investment,  in  consequence 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  having  been  influenced  by  the  consideration  of  these 
ships  being  full  armed,  to  appropriate  a  part  of  the  tonnage  originally  alloted 
for  the  Madras  investment  to  carry  home  a  large  quantity  of  saltpetre, 
together  with  some  very  valuable  piece-goods,  and  raw  silk  for  organzine. 
articles  of  much  greater  importance  than  any  that  could  be  furnished  from 
the  Coast. 

9.  Since  our  last  dispatches  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  20th  of  May, 
up  to  which  date  we  fully  detailed  our  correspondence  with  the  Madras  Gov¬ 
ernment  relative  to  the  best  mode  of  raising  supplies  for  their  Presidency, 
they  have  informed  us  that  they  were  apprehensive  it  would  not  for  some 
time  be  in  their  power  to  raise  supplies  by  one  of  the  ways  recommended  by 
us  vizt.,  by  the  sale  of  their  6  per  cent  promissory  notes  at  a  discount  of  four 
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per  cent,  as  the  small  quantity  of  their  six  per  cent  paper  then  in  circulation 
bore  a  discount  of  15  per  cent,  and  the  consolidate  bonds  of  the  Nabob’s 
debt,  which  bear  interest  of  6  per  cent  per  annum  payable  every  two  months, 
a  discount  of  14  per  cent. 

10.  Thev  accordingly  deferred  advertising  the  sale  of  their  notes  and 
propose  to  avail  themselves  of  the  latitude  we  have  given  them  to  open 
their  treasury  for  bills  upon  us  to  the  amount  of  three  lacs  of  rupees 
monthly  at  the  exchange  of  350  arcot  rupees  per  %  pagodas,  a  measure 
which  thev  then  more  readily  adopted  in  consequence  of  information  that 
a  considerable  quantity  of  specie  had  been  exported  notwithstanding  their 
prohibitory  orders. 

11.  We  have  further  to  add  that  the  Madras  Government  expect  to 
derive  much  relief  by  the  transfer  of  the  payment  of  His  Highness  the  Nizam’s 
peishcush  to  Bengal,  not  only  from  the  effect  it  will  have  on  their  funds  but 
as  it  affects  the  Northern  Circars,  from  which  a  considerable  amount  of 
.specie  has  been  heretofore  drawm  for  this  purpose. 


Bombay 

12.  In  the  21st  paragraph  of  our  letter  under  date  the  2nd  of  November 
per  Surprize,  we  informed  you  of  our  having  been  under  the  necessity  of 

Consn  30th  appointing  new  arbitrators  to  adjust  the  claims  between  the 
jMay.  Company  and  Mr.  Mair  on  account  of  his  contracts  for  the 

delivery  of  75,000  and  50,000  bags  of  rice  at  Fort  St.  George. 

13.  The  period  fixed  for  closing  the  deed  of  award  was  the  6th  ultimo 

Consn  27th  hsiye  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your  Hon’ble 

June.  Court  that  the  accounts  with  the  securities  are  finally 

adjusted,  as  shewm  in  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin. 


Andamans 

14.  On  the  16th  May  we  received  a  letter  from  the  Superintendant  stating 
the  particulars  of  his  arrangements  in  withdrawing  the  settlement.  The 
Consn.  23rd  stores  and  convicts  had  been  sent  to  Prince  of  Wales  Island 

May.  and  as  the  military  detachment  is  arrived  in  Bengal,  tve  have 

consequently  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  every  expence  on  account  of 
the  establishment  had  ceased,  except  the  freight  of  a  small  vessel  stationed 
at  the  Andamans  merely  to  keep  possession. 


Freighted  Ships 

15.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin 
Consn  9th  May  duplicates  of  letters  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  your 
„  6th  June.  Honorable  Court  on  the  subject  of  the  respective  consign- 

„  13th  Do-  nients  of  the  extra  ships  Sally,  Britannia,  Achilles,  Varuna, 
Earl  Spencer  and  Favourite, 
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Company's  Servants 

16.  Wc  have  the  honor  to  subjoin  a  list  of  resignations  and  appointments 
made  since  our  last  advices  dated  the  20th  May Mr.  Cowell/  Register,  Zillah 
Consn.  16th  Court  of  Moorshedabad ;  Mr.  Edward  Colebrook,  3rd  Judge, 

May.  Court  of  Appeal,  Moorshedabad  ;  Mr.  Crisp, ^  3rd  Judge,  Do. 

Dacca,  vice  Mr.  Colebrooke  /  Mr.  James  Wintle,'^  Collector  of  Jessore,  vice 
Tvlr.  Parr  IMr.  Richard  Parry,®  Assistant  to  the  Sub- 
6th  June.  Treasurer ;  Mr.  A.  H.  Vansittart,^  Assistant  to  President, 
Board  of  Trade,  vice  Mr.  Parry  ;  Mr.  Laing,^^  Assistant  to  Secretary,  Board  of 
Trade,  in  Salt  and  Opium  Departments  ;  Mr.  G.  F.  Cherry®  removed  from 
Lucknow  and  appointed  Head  Judge  of  Court  of  Appeal 
lj>th  June.  Circuit,  Benares ;  Mr.  Lumsden,^®  Resident,  Lucknow. 


17.  We  have  thought  it  adviseable  to  abolish  the  office  of  Assistant  in- 
Charge  of  the  stationary  and  annex  the  duties  required  as  clerk  to  the  Station¬ 
ary  Committee  to  the  Civil  Paymastership  by  which  the  salary  of  the 
Assistantship  is  saved. 


23rd  Mav. 


18.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Coates,’^  a  senior 
merchant  of  this  establishment,  requesting  to  resign  your  service.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  last,  he  had  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  for  the 

recovery  of  his  health,  but  as  he  did  not  derive  the  benefit 
expected  from  change  of  air,  we  have  accepted  of  his  resigna¬ 
tion  and  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  return  to  his 
rank  in  the  service  should  he  be  desirous  of  so  doing  within  the  limited  period. 

19.  We  have  also  to  request  that  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  allow  Mr. 
William  Blunt/®  son  of  Su*  Charles  William  Blunt^®  in  your  Civil  Service, 

to  return  to  his  father  in  Bengal  wdien  his  health  is  re¬ 
established  ;  he  came  to  India  with  your  sanction  and  obtain- 


23rd  May. 


ed  our  leave  to  return  on  the  Berrmgton. 


Miscellanea 


20.  Our  proceedings  of  the  26th  of  October  1795  contain  a  memorial  of 
Mrs.  Petronella  Counsell,  widow  of  the  late  Captain  William  Counsell.  The 
Consn.  26th  destitute  situation  in  which  she  and  her  children  have  been 
October  1795.  left  by  Captain  Counsell  after  a  long  and  active  service  on 
the  Marine  establishment  induce  us  to  recommend  to  your  favorable  notice 
the  circumstances  stated  in  the  memorial  and  that  you  wall  be  pleased  to 
allow  the  widow  a  pension  suitable  to  the  situation  of  her  late  husband. 


21.  We  have  the  honor  to  forward,  a  number  in  the  packet  narrative 

viS'na‘25^  ofthi  performed  by  Ensign  Blunt^-^  of  your  Corps  of 

first  list  of  packet  Engineers,  from  Chunarghur  to  Yetnagoodum  and  Rajah- 

per  Berrington  for  mundry  in  the  Ellore  Sircar. 

the  narrative 

noticed  in  this 

paragraph. 

22.  The  principal  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Benares  have  requested, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Governor  General's  Agent  at  that  station,  that 

Consn.  13th  we  would  forward  congratulatory  addresses,  the  originals  and 
June.  the  translates  of  which  are  sent  numbers  in  the  packet,  from 

them  to  Mr.  Hastings  on  his  acquital. 
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[23.]  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 

State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  5th  July  1796 

Readv  monev 

Goldmoiiurs  ...  87,612  2  0  14,01,794  0  0 

Siccas  ...  ...  ...  2,059  0  0 

Copper  ...  ...  ...  22,881  10  5 

- ^ -  14,26,734  10 

Bills  receivable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,911  12 

Sicca  rupees  14,29,646  6  8 
Unsorted  treasure  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,062  8  0 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  ...  2,01,238  4  8 

Accountant  GenL,  Mayor's  Court  ...  90,457  1  3 

Do.  Supreme  Court  ...  ...  8,872  1  4 

Old  bond  debt  on  which  the  interest 
has  ceased  ...  ...  ...  31,122  6  9 

Loans  at  12  per  cent  ...  ...  900  2  5 

Register  debt  ...  ...  ...  3,85,90,000  0  0 

-  3,89,22,590  3  1 


Fort  William,  We  are  etc.  etc. 

5th  July  1796. 


6 

LETTER  DATED  31  AUGUST  1796 

Phm  for  erecting  a  new  court  house  on  the  site  of  the  old — arrangements 
between  Bombay  Government  and  the  firm  of  Manohar  Das  and  Gopal  Das — 
botanical  drawings  presented  by  Dr.  Buchanan  to  the  Governor  General — state 
of  the  general  treasury. 


_u  0  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors  etc. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  w'erc  dated  the  5th  July  last. 

2.  The  Georgiana  packet  imported  here  on  the  1st  instant  and  brought 
us  dispatches  from  your  Hon’ble  Court  dated  the  5th  January  last. 

3.  As  on  a  comparison  of  the  charterparties  of  the  Georgiana  and 


O.)  C/I 
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Szvallowj  we  found  that  if  any  accident  occurred  to  occasion  their  detention 
Consn.  Sth  Au-  that  the  demurrage  incurred  by  the  Company  would  be  greater 
gust.  on  the  former  than  on  the  latter,  we  countermanded  the 

dispatch  of  the  Swallow,  and  directed  that  the  Georgiana  should  be  prepared 
for  sea  with  all  possible  expedition. 

4.  By  her  we  have  now  the  honor  to  forward  duplicates  of  our  addresses 
to  your  Hon'ble  Court  of  the  Sth  July,  triplicate  of  those  of  the  20th  May 
and  quadruplicate  of  those  under  date  the  7th  March  last. 

5.  We  proceed  to  reply  to  your  letter  in  this  Department  dated  the  5th 
January. 

Answer  to  General  letter  from  the  Hon^ble  Court  of  Directors, 
dated  Sth  January  1796 


(1)  Date  of  last  letter  28th  October 
1795. 

(2)  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
Air.  Secretary  Hay’s  letter  of  28th 
May  1795  per  Bergin. 

(3)  Have  also  received  overland 
Mr.  Sub  Secy,  Barlow’s  letter  dated 
27th  July  1795,  enclosing  copy  of  a 
letter  in  the  Revenue  Dept,  dated 
ISth  May  1795. 

(4)  Shall  reply  by  this  opportunity 
to  Public  letter  of  24th  December 
1794. 

(5)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  which 
require  no  reply. 

(6)  Direct  that  the  certificates 
remaining  uncancelled  of  those  issu¬ 
ed  at  Bombay  previous  to  11th 
August  1795  and  by  order  of  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  of  16th 
January  1793  be  liquidated  in  a  fair 
and  equitable  manner,  the  proprietors 
being  entitled  to  exchange  at  2s.  4d 
die  rupee. 

(7)  Expressive  of  their  satisfaction 
at  the  reduction  of  the  whole  of  the 
debt  at  Bombay  to  6  per  cent  interest. 

(8)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  re¬ 
quiring  no  reply. 

(9)  Referring  to  the  Law  Depart¬ 
ment  relative  to  the  Natal  ransom. 

(10)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
will  be  replied  to  in  the  Military 
Department. 


6.  Require  no  reply. 


7.  On  the  receipt  of  your  advices, 
we  transmitted  an  extract  from  diis 
paragraph  to  the  Bombay  Government 
for  their  information  and  guidance. 


8.  Do  not  require  any  reply. 
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(11)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
which  needs  no  reply. 

(12)  x4pprove  of  Mr.  Mannington’s 
appointment  to  Prince  of  Wales  Is¬ 
land  and  of  the  augmentation  made 
to  his  salary. 

(13)  Have  perused  with  much 
pleasure  Major  Kyd’s  very  able  report 
relative  to  Prince  of  Wales  Island  and 
the  Andamans.  Defer  giving  their 
opinion  thereon  till  they  receive  our 
sentiments  on  the  subject. 

(14-15)  Noticing  paragraphs  which 
require  no  reply. 

(16)  Direct  that  w'e  transmit  to 
England  a  copy  of  the  survey  made 
by  Major  Kyd,  and  a  statement  of 
the  fortifications  at  Prince  of  Wales 
Island. 


(17)  State  that  their  letter  in  the 
Law  Department  replies  to  our  ques¬ 
tions  relative  to  the  collection  of  tax¬ 
es  in  Calcutta. 


(18)  Are  sorry  to  observe  the  large 
balance  wiiich  the  Police  accounts 
exhibit ;  rely  upon  our  exertions  to 
reduce  it  as  much  as  possible. 


(19)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
will  be  replied  to  in  the  Law  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(20)  Authorize  an  encrease  of 
salary  to  the  office  of  Persian  Tran¬ 
slator  of  1,000  sicca  rupees  per  month. 


9.  Wc  ordered  a  copy  of  this  para¬ 
graph  to  be  communicated  to  Major 
Kyd  for  his  information. 


10.  Require  no  reply. 

11.  We  are  happy  in  having  anti¬ 
cipated  the  orders  of  your  Hon’ble 
Court  contained  in  this  paragraph 
under  date  the  2nd  November  1795 
per  Surprize  when  the  subject  w^as 
fully  detailed  and  the  Commander-in 
Chiefs  observations  on  Major  Kyd’s 
report  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
fortifications  on  the  island  were  com¬ 
municated  to  your  Hoifbie  Court. 

12-  In  the  2nd  paragraph  of  our 
Law  letter  under  date  the  llth 
January  we  informed  your  Honhle 
Court  of  our  full  conviction  of  the 
legahty  of  the  measure,  and  of  the 
commission  granted  on  the  amouiii 
collected, 

13.  We  are  very  apprehensive  that 
the  outstanding  balances  of  tax  will 
not  be  much  reduced  but  everv  exer¬ 
tion  for  that  purpose  has  been  direct¬ 
ed  to  be  made  both  by  the  Collector, 
and  His  hlajesty's  Justices  of  the 
Peace. 

14.  Requires  no  reply. 


15.  We  directed  a  copy  of  tliis 
paragraph  to  be  sent  to  the  Persian 
Translator  and  directed  the  encrease 
of  his  allowance  to  take  place  from 
the  1st  August — the  date  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  your  orders. 
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(21-22)  Exonerate  IVIr.  Harris  from 
his  debts  to  the  Company,  but  ob¬ 
serve  that  in  future  no  persons  will 
be  permitted  to  recede  from  their 
engagements. 

(23)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
requires  no  reply. 

(24)  Approve  the  appointment  of 
the  Reverend  iMr.  Brown^  to  be 
junior  chaplain  at  the  Presidency, 
hlr.  Carr’s  claim  not  admitted. 

(25)  Injunctions  to  watch  over  the 
conduct  of  the  chaplains  and  to  make 
competency  a  rule  in  our  selection  of 
these  servants  for  the  performance  of 
the  duty  at  the  Presidency. 

(26)  Approve  of  the  establishments 
for  the  provincial  mints  and  the 
salary  and  allow^ances  to  the  Assay 
Master,  revision  of  the  establishment 
for  the  Mint  at  Calcutta. 

(27)  Approve  the  additional  build-  " 
ings  at  the  Mint. 

(28)  Approve  the  allowance  of 
sicca  rupees  150  per  month  for  keep¬ 
ing  in  constant  repair  the  apparatus 
belonging  to  the  x4ssay  Office  and 
laboratory. 

(29)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which  > 
will  be  replied  to  hereafter. 

(30)  The  further  aid  we  had  agreed 
to  extend  to  the  Native  Hospital  at 
Calcutta  has  received  their  approba¬ 
tion. 

(31)  Adverting  to  paragraph  which 
requires  no  reply. 

(32)  Relative  to  the  court  house 
approve  of  the  orders  given  for  provi¬ 
ding  the  officers  of  the  court  with 
such  offices  as  w^ere  indispensably 
necessary  and  of  the  temporary 
establishments  and  allowance  to  the 
Keeper  of  the  Records. 


16.  We  have  directed  extracts  of 
these  paragraphs  to  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Mr.  Harris  for 
their  information  and  guidance. 


17.  The  death  of  Mr.  Carr  renders 
any  reply  to  these  paragraphs  un¬ 
necessary. 


18,  We  shall  pay  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  orders  of  your  Hon’ble 
Court  contained  in  this  paragraph. 


19.  A  copy  of  this  paragraph  was 
sent  to  the  Revenue  Department  from 
whence  the  report  required  by  your 
Hon’ble  Court  will  be  furnished. 


20.  Do  not  require  any  reply. 


21.  The  Governor  General’s  minute 
recorded  on  the  Public  proceedings 
of  the  24th  February  1794,  to  which 
we  find  we  omitted  to  draw  your 
attention,  furnishes  tlie  information 
herein  required.  It  was  therein  sug¬ 
gested  to  submit  for  your  approba¬ 
tion  two  plans,  the  one  for  erecting  a 
new  court  house  on  the  scite  of  the 
old,  the  other  for  purchasing  and 
making  sundry  repairs  and  improve 
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(33)  The  sale  of  6  per  cent  notes 
at  a  discount  of  from  1%  to  3  per 
cent  to  pay  off  the  bonds  and  notes 
at  8  per  cent  has  met  the  entire 
approbation  of  the  Court. 

(34)  No  reply  necessary  to  Mr. 
Cuthbert  Fenwick’s  memorial. 

(35)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
requires  no  reply. 

(36)  Observations  on  the  incom¬ 
plete  state  in  which  our  proceedings 
have  been  hitherto  transmitted,  in 
consequence  of  which  they  are  unable 
to  reply  to  several  of  our  letters. 
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ments  to  the  house  at  present  occupied 
by  the  judges  so  as  to  render  it  in 
every  respect  suitable  to  the  purposes 
for  which  it  is  required.  We  were 
how^ever  apprehensive  that  your  deci¬ 
sion  would  not  arrive  before  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  lease  and  therefore 
agreed  to  extend  it  from  the  1st  Janu¬ 
ary  1796,  the  day  on  which  it  was  to 
expire,  till  the  1st  January  1798  in  the 
hope  of  receiving  before  this  latter 
period  your  final  orders  on  the  subject. 
In  the  same  expectation,  we  shall  for¬ 
ward  to  you  the  papers  and  the  plans, 
elevations  and  sections,  which  have 
been  received  from  the  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer  and  Civil  Architect  referred  to 
in  the  Governor  General’s  minute. 
The  documents  cannot  be  prepared 
in  time  for  the  present  dispatch,  but 
will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  the 
earliest  opportunity. 


V  22.  Require  no  reply. 


23.  We  have  perused  widi  great 
concern  the  remarks  of  your  Hon’ble 
Court  contained  in  this  paragraph 
and  we  trust  with  confidence  that  you 
will  not  in  future  find  any  occasion 
to  repeat  your  anmiadversions  on 
similar  occasions. 

24.  For  the  grounds  of  the  confi¬ 
dence,  and  the  satisfaction  of  your 
Hon’ble  Court,  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  our  resolutions  of  the  27th 
June  last,  and  to  the  report  of  our 
Secretary  on  tlie  proceedings  of  the 
same  date  on  the  arrangements  which 
have  been  adopted  for  the  more 
speedy,  regular,  and  ceconomical  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  duties  of  his  office.  It 
is  with  great  satisfaction,  we  are  ena- 
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bled  to  add  that  those  arrangements 
have  been  actually  carried  into  effect, 
that  the  proceedings  have  been 
recorded  and  transmitted  with  great 
care  and  regularity,  that  the  expences 
of  the  Secretary’s  Department  have 
been  reduced  in  the  amount  of  one 


(37)  Adverting  to  sundry  para- ' 
graphs  transferred  from  the  Secret 
Department. 

(38)  Eespecting  the  plants  sent 
from  China  by  Lord  Macartney. 

(39)  Approve  of  our  having  declin¬ 
ed  to  authorize  a  settlement  on  the 
Company’s  account  on  the  N.E.  coast 
of  New  Guinea. 

(40-42)  Approve  our  conduct  rela- 
dve  to  the  sending  Mr.  Duane^  to 
England. 

(43-45)  Relative  to  Mr.  Henry  Pitts 
Forster. 


(46)  Transmit  copy  of  Capt,  Mit¬ 
chell’s  reply  to  an  application  they 
have  received  from  Moonoo  and  Loll, 
serangSj  respecting  wages  due  to  2 
tindals  and  33  lascars  who  served  on 
board  the  William  Pitt,  and  direct 
that  the  same  be  communicated  to 
the  serangs. 


lack  of  rupees  per  annum,  and  that 
from  the  subsidiary  regulations  fram¬ 
ed  for  the  conduct  of  the  business 
under  the  Secretary  there  is  no  doubt 
that  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  receive 
the  records  of  this  Government  up  to 
the  latest  date  of  each  dispatch,  and 
in  a  state  of  correctness  to  give  entire 
satisfaction. 

25.  We  have  only  to  add  that  by 
this  conveyance  you  will  receive  all 
the  proceedings  in  the  several  Depart¬ 
ments  including  those  in  arrear,  up 
to  the  29th  instant,  the  date  of  our 
last  meeting. 


^  26.  Requhe  no  reply. 


27.  We  are  happy  to  find  tliat 
measures  we  took  to  send  home  Mr. 
Duane  have  met  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  your  Hon’ble  Court. 

28.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your 
Hon’ble  Court  to  our  letter  from  the 
Revenue  Department  of  this  date  for 
our  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  these 
paragraphs. 

29.  We  have  directed  a  copy  of  this 
paragraph  to  be  sent  to  the  Marine 
Pay  Master,  together  with  the  papers 
to  which  it  alludes  with  instructions 
to  attend  to  the  orders  of  your 
Hon’ble  Court. 
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Fort  St.  George 

30.  On  the  11th  July  the  Government  at  Madras  informed  us  that  the 
Company’s  ship  the  Berrington  had,  after  coming  to  anchor  in  those  roads, 
struck  the  ground  and  sustained  considerable  damage.  Captain  Robertson, 

Consn  llth  being  called  upon,  reported  the  ship  incapable  of  prose- 

juiy.  cuting  her  voyage,  in  consequence  of  which  she  has  been, 

agreeable  to  your  orders  in  similar  cases,  discharged  from  the  service,  and 
her  cargo  transferred  to  the  Wyecoinhe.  The  Berrington  has  since  arrived 
here  and  will  shortly  undergo  repair. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

31.  It  is  with  great  concern  that  we  inform  you  of  the  fate  of  the  Ann 
and  Eliza,  one  of  the  ships  which  we  had  chartered  to  carry  rice  to  the  Cape. 

Consn.  8th  wrecked  and  entirely  lost  on  that  coast  about  a 

August  1796.  month’s  journey  to  the  eastward  of  the  place.  The  two 
mates,  a  Spaniard  and  three  lascars,  were  the  only  persons  who  were  saved 
from  the  wreck.  The  amount  of  the  loss  sustained  by  this  ship  is  sicca  rupees 
24,128-2  on  account  freight  paid  for  the  vessel  and  sicca  rupees  13,394-6-9  on 
account  invoice  cost  of  the  rice  and  rum  shipped  by  the  Garrison  Storekeeper, 
the  total  amounting  to  sicca  rupees  37,552-8-9 ;  we  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
your  Hon’ble  Court  whether  this  loss  should  be  borne  by  the  Company  or 
by  Government  as  the  supply  was  consigned  to  the  Cape  by  order  of  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  garrison  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty’s  troops. 

32.  We  have  lately  received  an  application  to  know  w^hether  a 
Consn.  22nd  P^Ltt  clearance  would  be  granted  for  a  ship  to  False  or 

August.  Table  Bay. 

33.  Table  Bay  being  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Company’s  exclusive  trade, 
legal  considerations  prevented  us  from  granting  a  clearance  to  that  place  for 
private  British  ships  freighted  on  account  of  individuals,  and  although  some 
objections  might  be  made  on  different  grounds  with  respect  to  False  Bay,  w’^e 
determined  to  grant  a  part  clearance  to  any  such  vessel  carrying  only  articles 
for  the  general  consumption  of  the  settlement  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Bombay 

34.  -  On  our  proceedings  referred  to  in  tlie  margin  is  recorded  our 
Consn.  llth  July,  correspondence  with  the  Bombay  Government  respecting 

„  29th  Aug.  their  supplies  for  the  ensuing  year. 

35.  We  have  authorized  them  to  accept  a  joint  proposal  which  had  been 
submitted  to  them  by  the  gomastahs  of  Monohur  Doss,  Dewarka  Doss,  and 
Gopaul  Doss^  for  supplying  then  treasury  for  twelve  months  with  three  lacs 
of  rupees  a  month  for  bills  to  be  drawn  upon  the  Collector  of  Benares  payable 
51  days  after  sight  at  the  exchange  of  97%  Bombay  rupees  for  100  Benares 
rupees. 

36.  We  had  great  satisfaction  in  giving  our  assent  to  the  acceptance  of 
this  proposal  as,  compared  with  the  terms  of  former  engagements,  it  is  highly 
advantageous.  We  also  transmitted  instructions  to  the  Government  of 
Bombay  not  to  negotiate  any  further  supplies  on  Benares  beyond  the  monthly 
supply  of  three  lacs  of  rupees,  as  funds  to  answer  the  excess  could  not  be 
remitted  to  that  treasury  but  at  a  very  disadvantageous  charge.  For  any  addi- 
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Consn.  1 1th 
July. 


tional  supplies  they  might  require,  they  have  been  directed  to  draw  bills  for 
upon  Calcutta  or  Moorshedabad. 

37.  On  the  11th  July,  w^e  were  informed  by  the  Governor  in  Council 
of  the  Princess  Royal,  freighted  ship,  had  been  driven  back  to  that  Port,  after 

having  been  on  the  passage  homeward  bound  as  far  as  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  noted  in  the  margin  for  the  survey  reports  held  on 
her,  and  to  our  proceedings  of  the  18th  July  for  die  instructions  we  deemed  it 
advisable  to  send  to  Bombay  in  consequence. 

38.  On  the  grounds  stated  in  these  instructions,  we  have  authorized 
them,  should  they  after  enquu-y  see  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  Captain  Reed’s 
conduct  on  the  voyage  from  the  time  of  his  leaving  Madras  till  his  return 
to  India,  to  make  to  him  the  following  tenders. 


39.  1st.  That  there  shall  be  purchased,  on  account  the  Company,  so 
much  wdieat  or  rice  as  shall  replace  the  deficient  part  of  the  cargo,  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  Captain  Reed  will  agree  to  carry  the  same  to  London  without  any 
charge  for  freight,  other  than  would  have  become  due  to  the  ship,  had  she 
duly  performed  her  voyage  direct  from  Bengal,  and  safely  delivered  the  whole 
cargo  shipped  in  Bengal,  and  that  he  will  engage  to  submit  to  the  pleasure 
and  determination  of  your  Hon'ble  Court  whether  the  invoice  value  of  the 
rice  or  wheat,  which  may  be  shipped,  shall  be  placed  to  his  debit  in  England 
or  be  borne  by  you  ;  that  the  Bombay  Government  however  shall  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  your  HonTle  Court  not  to  charge  him  therewith. 

40.  2nd,  In  case  Captain  Reed  should  decline  the  above  offer,  we  have 
in  that  case  deshed  the  Bombay  Government  to  signify  to  him  that  he  has 
permission  to  purchase  grain,  either  rice  or  wheat,  of  good  quality  to  replace 
the  deficiency  of  cargo  occasioned  by  the  disaster  of  the  voyage,  and  dehver 
the  same  in  London  to  the  Company,  ymur  Hon’ble  Court  not  charging  any 
thing  upon  accompt  the  losses  of  rice  hitherto  incurred. 

41.  In  case  Captain  Reed  should  decline  either  of  these  tenders,  or  in 
case  the  Bombay  Government  see  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  his  conduct, 
we  desired,  they  would  require  him  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  according  to  the 
strict  letter  of  his  engagements,  without  giving  him  any  further  cargo. 

42.  Since  it  was  impossible  for  us  at  this  distance  to  foresee  every  contin¬ 
gency  which  might  occur,  we  thought  it  adviseable  to  request  that  the  Bombay 
Government  would  be  pleased  to  make  any  modification  in  the  above  sugges¬ 
tions  which  might  appear  to  them  expedient. 

43.  We  thought  it  at  the  same  time  necessary  to  communicate  to  them 
the  opinion  of  our  Advocate  General  that  he  does  not  think  it  adviseable  for 
the  Princess  Royal  to  proceed  to  England  with  any  cargo  but  provisions. 


Prince  of  Wales  Islaiid 


44.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  of  the  22nd  August 
for  the  instructions  we  have  thought  it  adviseable  to  send  to  Prince  of  Wales 
Island  as  preparatory  to  the  establishment  of  a  more  regular 
form  of  administration  for  that  settlement.  On  the  receipt 
of  the  Resident's  reply,  we  shall  proceed  to  frame  the 
necessary  regulations. 


Consn.  22nd 
August. 


31  AUGUST  1796 


261 


llth  July. 
iStli  July. 
25th  July. 


Freight  and  Tonnage 

45.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin 
for  duplicates  of  letters  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  your  Hon’ble 

Court  on  the  subject  of  the  respective  consignments  by  the 
extra  ships  Caledonia,  Boyd  and  Dart  packet,  by  the 
Sovereign  for  St.  Helena  and  England,  by  the  Brunswick  and 
Three  Sisters  for  Do.  and  to  our  proceedings  of  the  llth 
July  for  the  consignments  of  the  regular  ships,  Fort  William,  Earl  Fitz 
William,  Henry  Dundas  and  Berrington,  the  cargo  of  which  latter  ship 
has  been  transferred  as  we  have  above  informed  you  to  the  Earl  Wycombe. 
The  only  deficiencies  the  Madras  Government  have  noticed  to  us  in  landing 
the  cargo  from  the  Berrington  were  21  gallons  rum  and 
286ct.,  3q.  271b.  of  saltpetre,  for  an  explanation  of  the  causes 
of  which  our  Board  of  Trade  have  been  instructed  to  call 
upon  the  commander. 

46.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  suggested  the  expediency  of  sending  to 

4th  April.  England  by  way  of  experiment  a  quantity  of  wheat,  we  have 

Lh^August  given  them  authority  for  that  purpose. 

47.  There  being  a  quantity  of  rum  consigned  to  St.  Helena  on  the 
Sovereign,  Three  Sisters  and  Brunswick,  we  have,  at  the  recommendation  of 

the  Board  of  Trade,  written  to  the  Governor  in  Council 
in  the  event  of  it  not  being  wanted  at  the  island,  to 
to  England. 


Consn. 

August. 


29th 


22nd  August, 
forward  it 


Bills  of  Exchange 

48.  On  the  28th  March  we  authorized  the  Eesidents  at  Benares  and 
Lucnow  and  the  several  Collectors  of  Revenue  to  receive  cash  into  their 
respective  treasuries  to  the  amount  of  20  lacs  of  rupees  for  bills  to  be  granted 
by  them  on  you  at  an  exchange  of  2s  and  4d  die  sicca  rupee.  The  amount 
of  the  remittance  being  nearly  subscribed,  ive  on  the  llth  July  directed  the 
further  receipt  of  money  under  this  authority  to  be  discontinued. 

49.  The  Commander  of  the  Three  Sisters  has  made  an  application  to  us 
for  an  advance  of  5,000  sicca  rupees  to  enable  him  to  defray  the  necessary 

Consn.  25th  expences  of  his  ship,  offering  his  bills  upon  Mr.  Charnock. 
July.  As  it  appeared  that  Captain  Steel  could  not  procure  money 

otherwise,  we  agreed  to  accept  his  bill  at  an  exchange,  as  in  the  instance  of 
the  commander  of  the  Brunswick,  at  2  shillings  per  current  rupee. 

Company's  Servants :  Appointments. 

50.  We  have  the  honor  to  subjoin  a  list  of  appointments  w^hich  have 
taken  place  since  the  date  of  our  last  dispatches.  Mr.  Routledge  to  be  Collec- 

Consn.  25th  tor  of  Benares  vice  Mr.  A.  Duncan  deceased ;  Mr.  C.  Shakes^ 
July.  pear  to  be  Collector  of  Government  Customs  at  Benares ;  Mr. 

Pitts  Middleton  to  have  charge  of  the  Gollagore  Residency;^  Mr.  Frayer 
to  be  Collector  of  Behar  proper ;  Mr.  George  Purling  to  be  Collector  of 
Beerbhoom  vice  Mr,  Frayer ;  Mr.  T,  Woodford  to  be  Assistant  in  the  office 
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of  Persian  and  Bengali  Translator,  Board  of  Revenue ; .  Mr.  Hugh  Macleod 
to  be  Sub-Secretary,  Public  Department ;  Mr.  James  Morgan  removed  from 
15tli  Au  ust  office  of  Assistant  Collector  of  Dinagepore  and  appoint- 

^  *  ed  Register,  Dewanny  Adawlut  and  Assistant  to  Magistrate 

and  Collector,  SyUiet ;  Mr.  Edward  Webb  removed  from  the  office  of  Assistant 
to  Register,  Sudder  Deu'anny  Aiidawlut  and  appointed  Assistant  Collector. 
Dinagepore. 


Miscellanea 

51.  We  transmit  to  you  a  separate  number  in  the  packet  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Lady  Watson,  and  although  the  circumstances  of  her  peculiarly 
unfortunate  and  unhappy  situation  could  not  fail  to  excite  in  us  the  strongest 
sentiments  of  commiseration,  considerations  of  public  duty  compelled  us 
to  acquaint  her  that  we  could  only  forward  her  letter  to  your  Hon’ble  Court. 

52.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  forwarding  a  set  of  botanical  drawings 
and  descriptions  of  flowers  and  plants  in  the  Burmahs  Dominions,  presented 
to  the  Governor  General  by  Doctor  Buchanan  wiio  accompanied  Captain 
Symes  on  his  embassy  to  Ava. 

53.  From  the  satisfaction  which  you  expressed  at  the  receipt  of  Doaor 
Roxburgh’s  drawings  and  from  the  liberal  encouragement  which  you  have 
invariably  given  to  pursuits  of  a  scientific  nature,  we  entertain  no  doubt  that 
the  drawing  of  Doctor  Buchanan  will  also  be  highly  acceptable  to  your 
Hon’ble  Court. 

54.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 


State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  31st  August  1796 


Ready  money 

Gold  mohurs  , . . 

95,177  9  0 

15,22,841 

0 

0 

Siccas 

1,19,528 

0 

0 

Copper 

39,180 

4 

3 

— 

16,81,549 

4 

Bills  receivable 

2,911 

12 

Sicca  ) 

rupees 

16,84,461 

0 

Unsorted  treasure 

65,803 

2 

Balance  account  deposits 

... 

1,76,854 

7 

8 

Accountant  General,  Supreme  Court  ... 

8,872 

1 

4 

Ditto.  Ditto.  Mayor’s  Court 

90,457 

1 

3 

Old  bond  debt  on  which 

the  interest 

has  ceased 

31,122 

6 

9 

Loans  @  12  per  cent 

900 

2 

5 

Register  debt 

3,81,76,755 

0 

10 

_ 

3,84,84,961 

4  , 

Fort  William, 

31st  August  1796. 

We  have  the  ' 

honour  to  be  etc 

(Per  Georgiana.) 
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LETTER  DATED  3  OCTOBER  1796 

Arrival  of  a  French  squadron  on  the  coast— increase  in  the  expenses  of 
the  Governmetit  of  Madras— Rev.  C.  Buchanan  appointed  Chaplain  at  Fort 
William— funds  of  the  Native  Hospital— state  of  the  general  treasury. 

To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors  etc. 

HoiTble  Sirs, 

1.  The  arrival  of  the  French  squadron  on  the  Coast  having  induced  us 
to  postpone  the  dispatch  of  the  Georgiana  packet  to  Madras,  and  apprehend¬ 
ing  that  before  their  departure,  the  season  might  be  too  far  advanced  to 
admit  of  her  touching  on  the  Coast  without  considerable  risk  from  the  mon- 

Consn.  12th.  Sep-  soon,  w^e  determined  on  the  12th  ultimo  to  detain  her  until 
tember  in  the  we  should  receive  the  Madras  accounts,  which  we  desired  to 
Secret  Dept.  forwarded  to  us  by  land,  that  they  might  be  transmitted 

from  hence  direct  to  England,  with  the  accounts  of  this  Presidency,  and  those 
of  Bombay  which  we  had  received. 

2.  The  Madras  Government  having  anticipated  our  orders  by  the  previ¬ 
ous  transmission  of  a  copy  of  their  accounts  to  us,  we  now  dispatch  the 
Georgiana  direct  from  hence. 

3.  We  think  it  proper  to  notice  that  the  accounts  from  the  Madras  and 
Bombay  Presidency  were  not  originally  intended  for  transmission  to  your 
Hon'ble  Court.  This  will  account  for  some  of  them  not  being  attested  as 
usual  by  the  members  of  the  respective  Governments  but  signed  only  by  the 
Accountant  General.  We  trust,  however,  this  circumstance  is  immaterial  as 
they  are  attached  by  the  public  office  whose  duty  it  is  to  compile  them. 

4.  Her  detention  enables  us  to  forward  to  you,  in  addition  to  our  advices 
of  tile  31st  August  last,  our  further  proceedings  and  the  detail  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  occurrences  to  the  3rd  of  October. 

5.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  replying  to  your  letter  in  this  Depart¬ 
ment  received  by  the  Europa. 


Answer  to  the  General  letter  from  the  Hon^ble  Court  of  Directors  in  the 
Public  Department,  dated  22nd  April  1796 

(1)  Last  letter  dated  22nd  March,  j 

(2)  Enumerate  advices  since  re-  y  reply  necessary, 

ceived.  ' 

(3)  The  Secret  Committee  respect-  ^  7.  We  shall  not  fail  to  attend 

ing  the  shipping  enumerated.  y  punctually  to  the  instructions  con- 

(4)  The  Secret  Committee  Do,  ^  in  these  paragraphs. 
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(5)  Mention  the  writers  appointed 
in  further  part  of  the  number  agreed 
to  be  sent  out  last  season. 

(6)  Three  other  gentlemen  ap¬ 
pointed  writers  this  season. 

(7)  Nine  clergymen  appointed  to 
Bengal. 

(8)  This  arrangement  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  attended  to. 

(9)  Request  our  sentiments  whe¬ 
ther  any  more  chaplains  are  required. 

(10)  The  Reverend  C.  Buchanan^ 
appointed  a  chaplain  to  do  duty  at 
the  garrison  of  Fort  William. 

(11)  Enumerate  the  names  of  per¬ 
sons  allowed  to  proceed  to  India  as 
free  mariners. 


8.  Needs  no  reply. 


9.  Do. 

10.  We  have  attended  to  the 
Court’s  order  contained  in  this  para- 

graph. 

11.  Needs  no  reply. 

12.  We  shall  hereafter  communi¬ 
cate  to  you  the  result  of  our  enqui¬ 
ries  on  the  subject  of  this  paragraph. 

13.  Needs  no  reply. 


14.  Needs  no  reply. 


Fort  Saint  George 


Consn.  I6tli 
September. 


15.  The  Government  of  Madras  having  intimated  to  us  by  a  letter  re¬ 
corded  on  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  that  from  the  great  encrease 
in  their  expences  occasioned  by  the  expeditions  which  they  had  equipped 
against  the  enemy’s  possessions,  by  the  support  of  pri¬ 
soners  of  war,  by  a  material  addition  to  the  strength 
of  their  native  corps  and  by  a  considerable  advance  for 
the  investment,  their  receipts  w^ould  fall  short  of  the  current  disburse¬ 
ments  from  the  23  August  to  the  31  December  1796  of  upwards  of  four 
lacs  of  pagodas,  we  have  authorized  them  to  draw  on  us  for  whatever  sum 
may  be  necessary,  as  we  consider  it  of  the  highest  importance  that  their 
military  establishments  should  be  regularly  paid,  that  the  public  faith  and 
credit  should  be  maintained  and  also  that  the  necessary  advances  should  be 
made  for  the  investment.  We  trust  this  measure  will  meet  the  approbation 
of  your  Hon’ble  Court. 


16.  To  enable  us  to  answer  these  extraordinary  demands  and  any  other 
unforeseen  exigencies,  we  have  opened  our  treasury  for  the  receipt  of  money 
at  12  per  cent  payable  in  one  or  two  years  at  our  option,  as  you  have  been  more 
particularly  advised  from  the  Secret  Department. 


Cape  of  Good  Hope 

17.  We  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  letter  from  the  Board  of 
Trade  which  we  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet  respecting  the  loss  of  the 
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Ann  and  Eliza  freighted  by  desire  of  the  commanding  officer  of  His  Majesty’s 
forces  and  consigned  to  the  Commander-in-Cliief  of  the  British  Squadron  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  Board  state  that  they  have  paid  on  account 
of  the  freight  and  cargo  the  sum  of  £  St.  37,522-8-9  which  sum,  by  the 
wreck  of  the  ship  on  the  south  east  coast  of  Africa,  is  entirely  lost.  We 
are  of  opinion  that  under  these  circumstances  the  loss  should  not  fall  on 
the  Company  but  on  His  Majesty’s  Government  and  therefore  recommend 
that  your  Hon’ble  Court  call  in  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  for  the  reimbursement 
of  this  sum. 


Coinage 

18.  We  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  a 
minute  of  the  Governor  General  sent  a  number  in  the  packet  and 
recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  3  October  respecting  the  batta  on  the 
gold  coin. 


Freight  and  Tonnage 


19.  In  our  proceedings  of  the  16th  September  is  recorded  under  the 
head  of  Board  of  Trade  a  letter  from  Mr.  Alexr.  Colvin  regarding  the  freight 
of  the  contract  indigo  of  last  year.  His  former  application  on  the  subject 
was  forwarded  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  per  Dart  and  his  renewal  of  his  solicita¬ 
tions  appears  to  have  been  produced  by  the  accounts  received  here  since  the 
departure  of  the  Dart  of  the  unfavourable  sale  of  the  indigo  sold  at  the 
India  House  in  Feburay  last. 


20.  We  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  proceedings  noted  in  the 
margin  for  a  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  upon  such  subject  requiring  to  be  particularly 
noticed  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  as  have  occurred  since  the 
dispatch  of  the  Dart. 


Consn.  16th 
September. 


21.  From  these  proceedings  it  appears  that  the  charge  incurred  on  account 
demurrage  of  the  ships  taken  up  in  Bengal  last  season  amounts  to  only  sicca 
rupees  3,666. 

22.  The  Board  of  Trade  therein  also  point  out  the  inconveniences  aris¬ 
ing  from  the  present  practice  of  sending  out  the  different  sorts  of  manufac¬ 
tured  copper  invoiced  under  one  general  head.  We  beg  leave  in  compliance 
with  their  suggestion  to  recommend  that  the  several  sorts  be  in  future  put 
up  separately  and  invoiced  under  distinct  heads  of  Thin,  Middling  and  Thick 
according  to  the  form  which  accompanies  that  Board’s  proceedings  in  a  letter 
from  the  Import  Warehouse  Keeper. 

23.  We  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet,  a  bill  forwarded  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  against  Capt.  Richard  Whilford,  owner  of  the  freighted 
ship  Exeter,  for  sundry  goods  which  he  has  permitted  to  ship  on  his  own 
account. 
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24.  We  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  amount  be  deducted  when 
the  ship’s  accounts  are  finally  settled  with  your  Hon’ble  Court. 


Europe  Ships 

25.  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  numbers  in  the  packet  an  account 
of  the  supplies  and  bills  paid  by  your  Naval  Storekeeper  here  for  the  use 
and  on  account  of  the  Company’s  ship  Georgiana, 


Company's  Servants 

26.  Mr.  John  Rider  has  requested  our  permission  to  resign  your  service 
and  to  be  allow^ed  to  proceed  to  England  for  the  arrangement  of  his 
family  concerns.  We  have  complied  with  his  request  and  recommend 
that  he  may  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  service  without  prejudice  to  his 
rank  on  his  application  for  that  purpose  within  the  time  limited  by  your 
regulations. 

27.  Mr.  Richard  Becher,  whom  we  permitted  to  proceed  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  not  having  derived  the 
advantages  he  expected  from  change  of  air,  has  been  under  the  necessity 
of  availing  himself  of  the  permission  we  had  granted  him  to  proceed 
eventually  to  Europe.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  requesting  the  indulgence 
of  your  Hon’ble  Com*t  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  service 
without  prejudice  to  his  rank  as  soon  as  his  health  will  admit  of  his 
doing  so. 


Miscellafieoiis 

28.  We  transmit  a  separate  number  in  the  packet,  a  letter  addressed 
to  us  on  the  part  of  the  Asiatic  Society. 

29.  From  the  liberal  encouragement  which  you  have  always  paid  to  the 
extension  of  useful  knowledge,  we  doubt  not  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  be 
pleased  to  comply  with  our  recommendation  that  the  request  contained  in 
their  letter  be  favourably  received. 

30.  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet,  statement 
of  the  funds  of  the  Native  Hospital  made  up  to  the  1  September  compre¬ 
hending  the  second  year  from  the  date  of  its  institution.  The  statement 
exhibits  a  balance  of  sicca  rupees  51,436-7  in  favor  of  the  institution  after 
the  purchase  of  a  house  and  ground  to  the  amount  of  sicca  rupees  24,000 
and,  from  the  return  of  the  patients  admitted  into  the  hospital  as  well 
as  the  out  patients  who  have  been  relieved  from  it,  your  Hon’ble  Court 
will  observe  that  the  benevolent  purposes  intended  by  the  institution  have 
been  fulfilled. 
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31.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 

State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  3rd  October  1796 


Ready  money 
Gold  mohurs 
Siccas 
Copper 

Bills  receivable 


117,52442-0 


18,80,396-  0-0 
102,131-  0-0 
46,289-12-6 


20,28,816-12-6 
4,66,896-  2-3 


Unsorted  treasure 

Balance  account  deposits  2,22,597-11-8 

Accountant  General,  Su¬ 
preme  Court  ...  8,872-  1-4 

Ditto,  ditto.  Mayor's  Court 

Old  bond  debt  on  which  the  interest  has 
ceased 

Loans  @  12  per  cent  ... 

Ditto  ditto  on  which  the  interest  has 
ceased 

Register  debt 


Sicca  Rupees  24,95,712-14-9 
90,725-10-0 


2,31,469-13-0 
90,457-  i-3 

31,122-  6-9 
2,43,360-  0-0 

900-  2-5 
3,79,45,051-11-5 

-  3,85,42,361-2-10 


Fort  William, 

3rd  October,  1796.  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 


8 

LETTER  DATED  9  JANUARY  1797 

Finances  in  Bombay  and  Madras — despatches  from  Fort  Marlborough — 
unadjusted  balances  of  Munni  Begam,  Raja  Gurudas  and  others — two  boxes 
of  plants  sent  to  Kew  Garden  and  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks — Dr.  Roxburgh  to  go 
on  leave  and  Dr.  Fleming  to  take  his  place — new  duty  on  exports  and  imports 
— chapels  to  be  erected  at  important  army  stations — state  of  the  general 
treasury. 

1".  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  dispatches  in  this  Department  were  dated  the  3rd  of  October, 
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Canton 


2.  Our  last  dispatch  from  the  Secret  Committee  are  dated  the  31st 
Consn.  30tli  October  and  recorded  in  the  proceedings  referred  to. 

December 

3.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that  the  destination  of  the  Earl 
Hou'e  to  China  would  be  such  an  accession  of  tonnage  as  to  enable  them  to 
dispatch  at  an  early  period  of  the  season  a  valuable  cargo  of  their  surplus 
stock,  as  well  as  prove  a  very  favorable  addition  to  the  strength  of  their  first 
fleet.  We  observed  with  much  concern  the  very  low  state  of  the  Canton 
treasury ;  to  supply  the  deficiency  they  have  drawn  upon  this  Government, 
for  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  tales^  [taels]  at  the  medium  rate  of  41 
and  30  days’  sight,  reserving  to  us  the  option  of  discharging  their  drafts  in 
cash,  or  by  the  issue  of  promissory  notes  at  the  discount  of  the  day.  On  the 
receipt  of  this  intelligence,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  exert  every  practicable 
endeavour  to  relieve  the  exigencies  of  the  Company  at  Canton,  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  determined  to  make  a  remittance  of  twelve  lacs  of  rupees  upon  the 
terms  of  an  advertizement  recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  the  16th  instant 
in  this  Department,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassment  to  our  funds.  We 
also  notified  to  the  public  that  all  bills  drawn  by  the  supracargoes  at  Canton 
were  to  be  paid  in  cash.  The  Resident  and  Select  Committee  have  further 
informed  us  that  they  have  opened  their  exchange  on  your  Hon’ble  Court 
at  5s.  5d.  and  one  year’s  sight,  expecting  from  these  liberal  terms  the  bene¬ 
ficial  consequence  of  a  ready  sale  of  their  bills  at  your  market. 


Bombay 


4.  The  Government  at  Bombay  having  referred  to  us  a  letter  which  is 
recorded  in  these  proceedings  from  Mr.  Forbes  requesting 
October  payment  of  his  Tellicherry  debt  with  the  current  interest  of 

that  place  from  1st  September  1793,  we  wrote  to  them  in  reply 
that  we  could  not  recommend  then*  deviating  from  your  instructions  with 
respect  to  the  adjustment  of  Mr.  Forbes’s  claim. 


Cons.  21st 
October. 


5.  From  the  estimate  of  the  Bombay  Government  for  the  current  year  it 
appeared  that  supplies  would  be  required  by  that  Presidency  from  Bengal  to 
the  extent  of  upwards  of  twenty  three  lacs  of  rupees,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  amount  already  contracted  to  be  supplied  from  the 
treasury  at  Benares ;  we  therefore  recommended  to  the 
Governor  in  Council,  as  the  most  eligible  plan  for  them,  to  adopt  the  opening 
of  their  treasury  for  the  receipt  of  money  for  bills  to  be  granted  upon  us,  or 
upon  the  Collector  of  Moorshedabad  at  the  option  of  the  party  paying  the 
money ;  the  bills  to  be  payable  thhty  one  days  after  sight  at  the  exchange  of 
100  Calcutta  sicca  rupees  for  100  Bombay  rupees. 


6.  We  have  to  observe  to  you  that  these  terms  are  more  advantageous  for 
the  Company  than  the  average  rate  at  which  the  supplies  to  Bombay  have 
been  remitted  for  four  years  past,  by  nearly  two  per  cent.  This  measure,  there¬ 
fore,  we  trust  will  meet  widi  your  approbation. 

7.  The  Government  of  Bombay  having  stated  to  us,  in  a  second  letter, 
that  the  extra  supplies  required  from  this  Presidency  would  amount  to  24  lacs 
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instead  of  9  as  they  had  at  first  intended,  we  wrote  to  them,  that  in  the  event  of 
their  not  obtaining  the  necessary  supplies  by  bills  on  the  terms  specified  in 
the  advertisement  recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  the  21st  instant,  they  might 
draw  bills  on  the  treasuries  of  Moorshedabad  and  Calcutta  for  the  deficiency 
on  the  terms  at  which  money  might  be  procurable,  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
occasion  demanded. 


Cons,  ilth 
November, 


8.  Your  Government  of  Bombay  having  further  represented  to  us,  in  a 
letter  dated  the  i9th  October  and  recorded  in  these  proceedings,  that  they  w^ere 
still  in  w^ant  of  supplies,  we  authorized  them  to  open  their 
treasury  for  a  loan  to  the  extent  of  their  exigencies,  provided 
they  did  not  exceed  10  lacs  of  rupees,  at  such  advanced  rate 
of  interest,  not  however  exceeding  twelve  per  cent,  as  they  conceived  might 
ensure  the  necessary  subscription  ;  at  the  same  time  recommending  it  to  them, 
to  reserve  to  themselves  the  option,  if  possible,  of  paying  the  principal  in  one 
or  two  years,  or  at  any  subsequent  time. 


9.  The  Governor  in  Council  at  Bombay  transmitted  to  us  copy  of  a  repre- 

Hth  November  subject  of  law  tonnage  from  Messrs.  Bruce 

’  Fawcett  &  Co.-  of  that  Presidency,  which  your  Hon'ble  Court 
will  find  recorded  on  these  proceedings. 


10.  These  gentlemen  state  the  inconvenience  attending  an  application  to 
the  Supreme  Government  in  India  for  determination  on  tonnage  according 
to  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Although  with  them,  w^e  were  sensible  that  incon¬ 
venience  might  some  times  arise  from  delay,  yet  w^e  informed  the  Government 
of  Bombay  in  reply  to  theh  reference  that  w^e  could  not  alter  the  mode  laid 
down  by  the  legislature  for  our  guidance  on  the  subject  of  law"  tonnage. 


11.  We  shall  conclude  the  subject  of  supplies  to  Bombay  by  remarking, 
that  we  have  since  received  a  letter  from  that  Government  with  the  satisfactory 
information  that  upon  these  terms  they  had  raised  supplies 
to  the  amount  of  seven  lacs  of  rupees,  and  that  upon  an  accu¬ 
rate  review  of  their  exigencies,  it  appeared  that  a  provision 
had  been  made  for  them  exceeding  rather  them  demands.  The  particulars 
are  detained  in  the  proceedings  referred  to. 


Cons.  26th 
Decemebr. 


Fori  St.  George 

12.  In  these  proceedings  is  recorded  a  letter  from  us  to  the  Government 
of  Fort  St.  George  relative  to  the  finances  of  that  Presidency  to  which  w^e  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention.  To  enable  us  to  judge 
28th  October.  of  the  best  mode  of  providing  that  Presidency  with  re¬ 
sources  adequate  to  the  deficiency  in  their  treasury,  w'c 
requested  to  be  furnished  with  the  exact  present  estimate  they  might  be 
able  to  form  of  the  amount  in  which  the  supplies,  expected  to  be  obtained 
from  bills  on  us,  was  likely  to  fall  short  of  their  exigencies,  and  to  state  the 
ground  on  w^hich  they  formed  the  estimate.  We  authorized  that  Government 
to  raise  supplies  by  drawing  on  us,  as  it  suited  our  convenience  and  was  more 
advantageous  than  receiving  money  for  notes  transferable  to  Bengal,  at  the 
exchange  of  current  rupees  418  per  100  pagodas  or  remittances  in  bullion.  We 
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did  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  provide  them  with  any  other  means  of  supply, 
as  neither  their  advices  nor  the  statement  of  their  receipts  for  bills  upon  us 
appeared  to  afford  any  grounds  for  supposing  that  the  sums  obtainable  in  this 
mode  were  likely  to  prove  inadequate  to  their  exigencies.  We  further  informed 
them  that  should  the  supplies  which  they  expected  to  obtain  from  the  bills 
not  prove  equal  to  thebr  wants,  we  should  again  have  recourse  to  consignment 
of  bullion  if  a  more  advantageous  mode  could  not  be  devised.  To  this  letter 
w^e  subjoined  a  calculation  of  the  comparative  advantages  of  a  remittance  by 
bills,  and  in  bullion  founded  on  the  then  rate  of  exchange,  by  which  it  appeared 
to  us  to  be  a  more  eligible  plan  for  that  Government  to  raise  the  exchange  of 
the  bills  upon  us,  eleven  per  cent,  than  for  us  to  remit  bullion  to  them,  and 
we,  accordingly,  authorized  them  to  raise  the  exchange  in  any  sum,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  that  amount,  provided  they  could  by  that  means  procure  the  necessary 
supplies.  Having  observed  that  His  Lordship  in  Council  had  not  discontinued 
the  receipt  of  money  for  bills  upon  your  Hon’ble  Court,  and  having  found 
that  bills  to  the  amount  of  thirty  three  lacs  of  rupees  had  been  already  drawn 
upon  you,  during  the  season  1795/6,  we  thought  it  necessary  to  recommend 
to  His  Lordship  to  discontinue  that  measure  unless  the  necessity  for  conti¬ 
nuing  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  absolute,  as  we  wished  to  avoid  adding  to  your 
embarrassments  in  Europe,  unless  actually  compelled  to  do  so  by  pressing 
exigencies. 


The  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  having  expressed  their  appre¬ 
hension  of  their  not  being  able  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies 
for  bills  upon  us,  we  determined  in  pursuance  of  our  plan 
already  detailed  to  you,  to  make  a  consignment  in  bullion 
to  that  Presidency. 


Cons.  4th 
November. 


14,  To  efEect  this  purpose  the  more  easily,  wc  directed  the  Mint  Master 
at  this  Presidency  to  reserve  on  account  of  the  Company  until  further  orders, 
all  the  gold  bullion  which  might  be  sent  to  the  mint  for  coinage,  and  to 
grant  certificates  to  the  proprietors  entitling  them  to  immediate  payment 
at  the  treasury  of  the  net  amount  that  might  be  due  after  deducting  the 
established  duties. 


15.  In  condnuation  of  the  subject  of  Madras  finances,  v/t  beg  leave  to 
point  out  to  your  notice  another  letter  from  that  Presidency  recorded  on  these 
proceedings,  with  the  reply  to  it ;  your  Hon’ble  Court 
November will  observe  by  what  tve  have  already  stated  that  we  anti¬ 
cipated  the  wishes  of  the  Madras  Government  in  au¬ 
thorizing  them  to  raise  the  exchange  if  they  found  it  absolutely 
necessary,  and  we  had  already  informed  them  that  in  the  event  of  their 
requiring  it  we  should  make  a  consignment  in  specie  on  this  occcasion.  We 
accordingly  informed  them  that  they  might  rely  on  our  sending  by  the 
first  eligible  opportunity  a  supply  of  about  ten  lacs  in  gold.  We  further 
informed  them  that  we  approved  their  having  proposed  for  a  loan  of  two 
lacs  of  pagodas  for  the  immediate  occasion,  to  be  paid  by  bills  on  Bengal,  at 
such  an  exchange  as  the  proposers  might  specify  in  preference  to  their  having 
opened  a  subscription  to  the  twelve  per  cent  loan,  payable  at  a  specific  period 
at  that  Presidency,  because  it  might  have  proved  difficult  to  fulfil  such  an 
engagement  with  good  faith.  In  reply  to  a  request  of  that  Government,  that 
we  would  specify  the  limits  to  which  the  advances  for  their  investment 
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should  be  restricted,  we  expressed  our  desire,  that  the  necessary  advances 
might  be  made  for  the  investment  as  directed  by  your  Hon’ble  Court,  and  we 
finally  assured  them  that  we  should  take  the  most  adviseable  measures  in 
our  pow'er  to  supply  them  ^vith  funds  adequate  to  the  extent  of  their 
exigencies. 


16.  On  the  25th  of  November  we  received  a  further  letter  from  the 
Governor  in  Council  at  Madras,  on  the  subject  of  their  finances,  which  you 
will  find,  with  our  reply,  recorded  on  these  proceedings. 
Conceiving  it,  from  their  statement,  to  be  a  measure  of  indis' 
peiisible  necessity,  we  acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of  their 
borrowing  money  for  the  present  at  tw^elve  per  cent,  the  more  particularly 
as  it  w^as  lihely,  the  amount  would  not  be  so  considerable  as  to  create  any 
serious  embarrassment  when  the  time  of  payment  should  arrive.  With  res¬ 
pect  to  their  proposal  to  transfer  their  eight  per  cent  bonds  we  did  not  think 
we  could  acquiesce  with  propriety.  As  the  whole  of  the  register  debt  contracted 
at  this  Presidency  since  May  1793,  bears  interest  only  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent  per  annum,  to  issue  any  other  than  six  per  cent  notes  in  exchange  of 
their  eight  per  cent  bonds  would  no  doubt  have  tended  to  excite  discontent 
amongst  our  own  creditors. 


17.  We,  therefore,  recommended  to  them  to  notify  to  the  public,  that 
the  eight  per  cent  bonds  might  be  exchanged  for  the  six  per  cent  notes, 
subscribable  to  die  remittance  to  England  and  transferable  to  Bengal  at  the 
established  exchange  for  the  tune  being. 

18.  In  a  letter  dated  the  29th  October,  the  Government  at  Madras  re¬ 
presented  to  us  the  expediency  of  dispatching  some  of  the  expected  ships 

directly  from  that  Presidency  to  England  with  cargoes. 

ISth  November.  On  the  grounds  of  the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  and 
the  consequent  commencement  of  the  monsoon,  we  ap¬ 
proved  the  suggestion  of  that  Government,  and  authorized  them,  in  a  letter 
recorded  in  these  proceedings,  to  load  and  dispatch  four  of  the  expected 
ships  as  soon  after  their  arrival  as  possible. 


19.  To  this  number  we  proposed  at  the  same  time  to  add  the  Fort 
William  w^hich  we  advised  you  in  a  former  dispatch,  had  ben  compelled  to 
return  to  this  port  to  refit,  under  the  protest  of  the  Government  of  Fort  St, 
George.  To  give  full  effect  to  this  protest  we  only  directed  the  usual  survey 
of  her,  and  she  w^as  then  after  having  undergone  the  necessary  repairs  to 
proceed  under  former  orders. 


20.  As  it  appeared  from  a  further  letter  from  Madras,  dated  the  28th 
of  November,  that  a  supply  of  specie  was  indispensibly  requisite  for  the  re- 
26th  December  their  credit,  and  that  a  consignment  to  the 

amount  oi  about  five  lacs  of  pagodas  would  be  likely  to  enable 
them  to  raise  sufficient  supplies  by  their  bills  upon  us,  at  the  rate  of  exchange 
of  arcot  rupees  355  per  100  pagodas,  we  determined  to  send  them  a  consign¬ 
ment  of  gold  to  that  amount  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity.  It  will 
afford  your  Hon'ble  Court  satisfaction  to  learn  from  the  Madras  letter  here 
recorded,  that  the  sale  of  the  cinnamon  will  indemnify  the  Company  in 
the  expences  of  the  war. 
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Fort  Marlbro^ 


Cons.  9th 
December. 


21.  In  these  proceedings  your  Hon’bie  Court  will  find  the  latest  dis¬ 
patches  from  the  Government  of  Fort  Marlbro’  together  with  our  resolutions 

on  tlie  different  subjects  referred  to  us.  Relying  with  con¬ 
fidence  on  the  endeavours  of  the  Deputy  Governor  in  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  dispose  of  the  Benterim  plantation  on  the  most 
advantageous  terms,  wo  approved  the  measure  adopted  for  that  purpose,  and 
confirmed  the  agreement  with  Messrs.  Watters,  Dinning  and  others  the  pur¬ 
chasers.  On  the  subject  of  the  mode  of  paying  the  military  establishment 
wo  authorized  the  continuance  of  the  rate  of  the  exchange  which  has  hitherto 
prevailed  at  Fort  Marlbro',  as  the  difficulty  of  procuring  dollars  appeared  to 
be  a  bar  to  the  expedient,  which  had  been  suggested  by  us,  of  disbursing  the 
pay  of  the  military  at  all  times  in  one  denomination  of  specie,  at  a  fixed 
value. 

22.  The  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  having  given  favourable  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hartley,^  we  have  determined  to  revoke  om 
former  order  for  his  dismission. 

23.  As  it  appears  that  the  articles  of  capitulation  with  respect  to  the 
ransom  of  Natal,  had  been  violated,  we  resolved  not  to  accept  the  ransom  bills. 

24.  With  respect  to  the  removal  of  Mr.  Coles  from  the  temporary  chief- 
ship  at  Padang,  we  approved  the  conduct  of  the  Bencoolen  Government  on 
the  grounds  of  Mr.  Terhoff’s'^  letter,  as  we  were  of  opinion  that  until  the 
necessary  enquiry  had  been  made  into  the  representation  of  Mr.  TerhofF, 
Mr.  Coles  would  be  improperly  placed  as  Chief  at  Padang. 


Prince  of  Wales  Island 

25.  We  can  only  refer  you  generally  to  our  correspondence  with  the 
Cons  1 9th  Superin tendant  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  recorded  on  the 

Dec€S)er.  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  intending  to  address  you 

particularly  on  the  subject  hereafter. 

Marine 

16.  In  these  proceedings  your  Hon’bie  Court  will  observe  that  we  took 
17th  October.  consideration  the  subject  of  the  moorings  at  Diamond 

Harbour,  on  a  detailed  reference  from  the  Board  of  Trade. 

27.  We  thought  proper  to  adopt  their  proposition  for  abolishing  the 
fixed  allowance  of  1,200  sicca  rupees  per  mensem,  and  directed  that  the  actual 
expenditure  only  should  be  charged,  by  which  plan  you  will  have  the  satis¬ 
faction  to  observe  that  the  charge  for  anchor  boats  is  reduced  from  sicca 
rupees  10,354  to  sicca  rupees  6,262. 

28.  It  will  no  doubt  afford  you  satisfaction  to  find  that  a  reduction  in 

Cons  i4th  consequence  of  a  proposition  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  had 

November.  been  effected  in  the  Marine  establishment  of  16,000  rupees 

per  annum  as  will  appear  in  the  perusal  of  the 
proceedings  referred  to. 
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29.  We  have  given  permission  to  Mr.  Gillespie^  a  pilot  in  your  service, 
to  proceed  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  and 
Oc^oto  have  allowed  him  the  usual  pension  granted  to  invalid  pilots 

vizt.,  1/3  of  their  pay  to  be  drawn  for  in  this  country  on  a 
certificate  of  his  being  alive  being  produced  from  the  magistrate  of  the  place 
where  he  may  chance  to  reside,  on  grounds  which  we  trust  will  appear  satis¬ 
factory  to  your  Hon'ble  Court. 


Accounts 


30.  In  these  proceedings  are  recorded  our  resolutions  on  a  report  of 
die  Accountant  General  relating  to  unadjusted  belances,  to  which  we 

beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court.  We  beg  however  to 
NOTember^^^  detail  those  articles  w^hich  more  particularly  demand  your 
attention,  and  on  which  we  request  your  determination 
whether  they  are  to  be  wnitten  off  or  the  payment  enforced.  Such  papers 
as  could  be  found  relative  to  the  different  items  are  sent  numbers  in  the 
packet. 

31.  It  appears  that  the  Begum  w^as  removed  from  the  office  of  guardian 
to  the  Nabob  by  order  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  in  the  Public 

Munnv  Begum  Department  on  the  9th  of  May  1775  to  which  date  the  allows- 
sicca  rupees  aiices  granted  to  her  in  that  capacity  have  been  carried  to 
16,722-3-13-1.  credit,  and  the  balance  appearing  due  from  her  arises 

from  the  Resident  at  the  Durbar  having  advanced  to  her  sicca  rupees  40,110-7-0 
in  February  1776,  perhaps  previous  to  his  receipt  of  the  order  of  Council  above 
mentioned,  as  the  Secretary's  letter  communicating  it  to  the  Accountant 
General  is  stated  to  have  been  dated  on  the  11th  of  December  1775.  Whether 
the  balance  stated  against  the  Begum  be  accurate  or  erroneous,  as  a  period  of 
more  than  twenty  years  has  elapsed  since  the  date  of  it,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  demand  could  not  be  recovered  at  this  time  either  with  justice  or  propriety, 
and  although  w^e  did  not  determine  that  the  amount  should  be  written  off 
without  the  sanction  of  yoiu*  Hon’ble  Court,  w'e  agreed  to  apply  for  your 
sanction  for  that  purpose. 

32.  This  balance  appears  to  have  arisen  from  his  having  been  paid  his 
allowance  for  the  month  of  Chite  1184  (in  Assar  1185)  by  the  Collector  of 

Ahteramull-  Rajemahal.®  xMthough  the  same  allowance  was  charged  by 
Dowlah  sicca  the  Resident  at  the  Durbar  in  April  1779  his  allowance  ceased 
rupees  7,552-1-6-3.  March  following,  and  this  overcharge,  or  overpayment,  has 
been  since  continued  to  his  debit. 

33.  This  balance  arises  from  the  Resident  at  the  DurbaAs  advances  to  the 
Rajah  Goor  Doss' 7^^  D75,  having  exceeded  the  amount  of  his 

sicca  rupees  allow^ances  ;  he  was  recalled  from  his  office  at  Moorshedabad 
14,442-12-8-3.  October  1775,  to  which  time  only  his  allowance 

has  been  credited. 

34.  This  balance  arises  from  the  Resident  at  the  Durbar  having  paid 

Row  Uldien  stipend  at  the  rate  of  sicca  rupees  5,00()  per  month 

Hussein  Cawn  froni  the  1st  January  1775  to  the  7th  of  April  1783 — ^the 

f9  760^  8^^^  time  of  his  death  ;  and  his  account  having  been  credited 

annually  from  it's  commencement  at  the  rate  of  sicca  rupees 


Row  Uldien 
Hussein  Cawn 
sicca  rupees 
19,760-6-8. 
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4,687-8  per  month  only ;  for  the  reasons  before  assigned,  we  recommend 
it  to  your  Honorable  Court  to  authorize  these  two  sums  to  be  written  off 
the  books. 

35.  This  balance  of  sicca  rupees  1,000  is  transferred  in  the  Patna  treasury 
acccount  for  Assar  1184  by  order  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council  under 
Thos.  Goddard  personal  debit  of  Mr.  Goddard,® 

sicca  rupees  as  due  from  him  to  the  treasury.  The  records  of  the  office 
950-I-l-s.  afford  no  information  of  it’s  origin.  Wishing  to  obtain  all 

possible  information  on  this  article,  we  ordered  a  reference  to  be  made  to 
the  records  of  the  Secretary’s  office  for  information  respecting  it,  and  that  a 
copy  of  such  information,  if  it  could  be  found,  should  be  transmitted  to 
your  Hon’ble  Court,  who  will  determine  whether  the  sum  should  be  demand¬ 
ed  from  the  heirs  of  General  Goddard  or  be  written  off.  No  fresh  informa¬ 
tion  has  been  traced. 


36.  This  balance  arises  as  follows:  — 

It  appears  that  the  amount  collected  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lieutt  Coll  Camac®  on  account  of  the  revenues  of  Sheergatty 


Camac 
sicca  rupees 
10,047-8-1-2. 


Bollagaut  to  the  5th  April  1775  for  which  the 
Collector  of  Ram  Gur^*^  is  credited  on  account  of 
the  former  is  ...  ...  ...  16,414-  5-  0-0 

Deduct — 

Amount  received  from  Major  Metcalf  and  Colonel  Camac’s 
other  attornies,  in  part  of  the  above  in  April  1783  ...  6,366-12-18-2 


10,047-  8-  1-2 


Our  remarks  on  the  foregoing  paragraph  are  applicable  to  this. 


37.  This  balance  appears  to  be  a  sum  overdrawn  by  him  on  account  of 
Gerard  Gus  commission  on  the  collections  of  the  revenues  of  Burdwan. 

Ducarel  hir.  DucareP^  having  long  since  returned  to  Europe  it 

only  remained  to  notice  this  balance  to  your  Hon’ble 
Court  for  decision,  and  for  the  purposes  of  adjustment,  to 
transfer  the  amount  to  the  debit  of  “Account  Current  London”  on  the 
General  Books. 


38.  This  is  the  balance  of  his  last  treasury  account  dated  1st  May  1786, 
including  the  establishment  for  the  month  of  May,  of  course  he  could  not 

then  be  credited.  Mr.  Holt^-  was  called  upon  by  order  of 
Government  on  the  21st  August  1789  to  liquidate  this 
balance  and  his  reply  was  transmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue  by  their  Accountant  under  date  18th  September 
1789,  since  which  nothing  relative  thereto  has  been  commu¬ 
nicated  to  this  office.  On  this  article  it  only  remains  to 
remark,  that  Mr.  Holt  has  absconded.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  will  determine  on 
the  propriety  of  continuing  or  wTiting  off  the  amount. 

39.  Being  aw^are  that  your  Hon’ble  Court  were  desirous  that  the  state¬ 
ments  you  receive  from  the  several  Presidencies  should  be  constructed  on  the 


Robert  Holt, 
late  Superin- 
tendant  of  the 
Bauzee  Zemin 
D  Ilf  ter  of  Behar, 
sicca  rupees 
6164-9-6. 
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same  i^eiieral  prmcipie,  we  directed  our  Accountant  General  to  prepare  a 
copy  ot  each  of  the  most  material  qua[rjterly  and  annual  statements  for  the 
last  Tear  of  account  which  we  forwarded  with  the  necessary  instructions  to  youi 
Goveriimeiits  of  Fort  Saint  George  and  Bombay. 


Europe  Ships 

40.  Captain  Simson  of  the  Fort  William  whose  ship  returned  to  this 
Presidency  to  refit  under  a  protest  from  the  Madras  Government,  exonerating 
Consn.  28  the  Company  from  the  expense  of  demurrage  or  other  con- 

October.  tingencies  arising  from  the  state  of  the  ship,  applied  to  us  for 

the  monthly  chaiterparty  allow^ances. 


41.  It  appeared  to  us  that  the  owners  w^ere  not  entitled  from  the  ship's 
incapacity  to  the  allowance,  but  in  order  to  prevent  loss  or  inconvenience  to 
them  from  want  of  funds  w'e  agreed  to  advance  it  to  the  2nd  of  January  to 
Captain  Simson  on  his  accountable  receipt  leaving  the  question  of  right  to  be 
settled  between  the  owners  and  the  Company  in  England. 


42.  Captain  Richardson  of  the  extra  ship  Cornwallis  having  applied  to 
us  for  charterparty  allow^ances,  at  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  we  complied  with  his  request,  and 
advanced  the  sums  which  he  stated  to  be  necessary  for  the 
repairs  of  his  ship,  for  which  the  ship’s  owner  will  account  with  your  Hon’ble 
Court  in  England. 


Consn.  28th 
December. 


43.  On  the  20th  October  the  Company’s  ships  Dublin,  Thetis,  Bridge- 
water,  and  Europa  imported  here,  and  on  tlie  16di  instant,  we  received  the 
pleasing  intelligence  of  the  arrival  at  Madras  of  the  Hon'blc 
Company’s  ships  Essex,  Asia,  William  Pitt,  Manship,  Lord 
Camden,  Lord  Macartiiey,  and  General  Goddard  on  the  20th 
of  November.  His  Lordship  in  Council  for  the  benefit  of  convoy  to  this  port 
dispatched  diose  ships  to  Trincomalie. 


Consn.  19 
December. 


Consn.  30 
December. 


44.  Mr.  Hogan,  owner  of  the  exU'a  ship  Marquis  Cornwallis  having  stated 
to  us,  that  the  commander  Capt.  Richardson  w^as  incapable 
from  severe  indisposition  from  attending  to  the  duties  of  his 
station,  he  requested  our  permission  to  appoint  Mr.  J.  Roberts 
the  chief  officer  to  the  command  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  with  which  wn 
complied,  Mr.  Hogan  having  previously  presented  to  us  the  regular  register 
to  prove  his  property  in  the  ship. 


Freight  a7id  Tojinage 

45.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  some  papers  recorded 
^  on  these  proceedings  respecting  the  Exeter  chartered  ship 

October.  irom  this  port,  which  the  captain  states  he  was  under  the 

necessity  from  the  leaky  state  of  the  ship  to  carry  into 
Bombay,  to  undergo  the  necessary  repairs. 
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46.  To  this  measure  die  officers  of  the  ship  entered  their  protest  whilst 
in  Saint  Augostinho  Bay,  and  proposed  carrying  the  ship  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  On  the  subject  of  this  dispute,  we  have  only  to  adopt  the  remarks  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  that  Captain  Whitford  is  two  thirds  owner  as  w’ell  as 
commander  of  the  ship,  and  has  a  quantity  of  goods  of  his  own  on  board, 
from  which  it  may  fairly  be  inferred  that  his  interest  in  the  speedy  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  voyage  must  have  been  strong  and  unequivocal.  It  may  there¬ 
fore  be  presumed  that  Captain  Whitford  has  not  been  actuated  by  improper 
motives. 

47.  From  the  names  of  the  officers  who  signed  the  protest  it  appears  they 
are  all  of  them  foreigners.  It  remains  however  with  your  Honhle  Court  on 
the  ship’s  arrival  in  England,  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  Captain  Whitford’s 
conduct  on  this  occasion. 


48.  Having  taken  into  consideration  the  provision  of  tonnage  for  the 
cinnamon,  and  captured  property  at  Ceylon,  it  appeared  from  a  detailed 
report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  referring  to  the  records  on  this  subject, 
and  more  particularly  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Greenwell  recorded  on  die  Poli¬ 
tical  proceedings  of  the  2ist  October,  that  there  would  be  sufficient  cargo  for 
four  ships.  We  therefore  determined  to  send  the  four  chartered  ships 
Berrington,  Dublin,  Bridgezijater,  and  Thetis  to  Columbo  for  that  purpose  as 
soon  as  they  could  be  prepared  for  the  voyage. 


49.  The  Board  Trade  having  made  a  reference  to  us  on  the  subject  of  a 
sum  of  sicca  rupees  47,367-9  s«tanding  against  Mr.  John  Cheap,  being  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  freight  payable  by  him  in  Bengal  for  sundry 
goods  shipped  by  him  in  the  Company’s  tonnage  for  last 
season  upon  the  terms  of  our  advertisement  of  the  8th 
instant,  with  different  propositions  from  that  gentleman  sohciting  relief,  we 
agreed  in  opinion  with  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  it  was  most  advantageous 
to  permit  him  to  deliver  the  amount  in  sugar,  on  the  same  terms  as  that  article 
w^as  provided  for  the  investment  charging  die  agency  commission  of  five  per 
cent.  This  measure  w^e  must  will  meet  with  your  sanction,  as  it  will  assist 
in  fiUing  the  tonnage,  of  which  there  is  so  large  an  excess. 


Company's  Servants 

50.  From  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  it  appears  that  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  sum  of  sicca  rupees  88,965-11-3,  from  the  payment  of  which  you 
Consn  10th  pleased  to  exonerate  Mr.  Herbert  Harris, he  is  still  a 

October.  debtor  in  the  dead  stock  to  the  amount  of  sicca  rupees 

1,17,195-2-5  as  also  a  debtor  on  the  books  of  Salt  Department 
to  the  amount  of  sicca  rupees  16,975  on  account  of  salt  bought  by  him  jointly 
with  hlr.  Samuel  Touchet,  who  died  some  years  ago,  insolvent ;  although  with 
the  Board  of  Trade,  we  entertain  no  doubt  that  your  Honhle  Court  meant  to 
liberate  Air.  Harris  entirely  from  all  claims  of  the  Company  against  him,  we 
think  proper  to  submit  to  you,  for  your  final  decision,  the  two  additional 
articles  stated  against  Mr.  Harris  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
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51.  We  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet  a  memorial  from  the  Hon’ble 
Andrew  Ramsay  addressed  to  your  Homble  Court ;  you  will  observe  that 
he  claims  his  allowances  from  the  period  the  W interton  was  wrecked  in 
August  1792  until  his  arrival  in  Bengal  in  January  1796.  We  have  only  to 
remark  on  this  subject  that  we  did  not  consider  ourselves  authorized  on 
the  grounds  stated  by  Mr.  Ramsay  to  admit  his  claim  without  a  reference 
to  you. 


Consn.  16tli 
December. 


52.  The  following  gentlemen  have  had  our  permission  to  resign  your 
service  and  to  proceed  to  England:  The  Hon’ble  Frederick 
Fitzroyd‘^  Mr.  Henry  RamusJ^  Mr.  Robert  Bathurst/® 
■Mr.  Cornelius  Fryer,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Holland.  The  two 
latter  gentlemen  have  intimated  then  wish  to  return  to  your  service  as  soon 
as  their  private  affairs  shall  have  been  adjusted,  which  wu  recommend  to 
your  favorable  consideration. 


Miscellafieoiis 


53.  From  the  report  recorded  on  these  proceedings  from  the  Register  in 

this  Department,  it  appears  that  part  of  the  marked  paper  for 
Oc^bber'  printing  promissory  notes  has  been  so  much  damaged  by 

time  as  to  render  it  unfit  for  use.  W^e  therefore  request  that 
a  fresh  supply  be  sent  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

54.  Messrs.  Frushard  and  Laprimandy/"  merchants  at  this  Presidency, 

applied  to  us  for  permission  to  ship  a  quantity  of  of  spices,  which 

they  have  lately  imported  from  the  eastward,  on  one  of  the 
Company’s  ships  for  England  ;  as  the  experiment  upon  wMch 
those  gentlemen  sent  their  ships  appears  to  lead  to  the 
opening  of  a  trade,  which  may  eventually  prove  beneficial  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Bengal,  on  a  principle  of  encouragement,  we  granted  the  solicited 
permission. 

55.  On  the  9th  July  we  directed  the  Board  of  Trade  [to]  revise  their 
establishments  in  order  to  make  any  reduction  that  might  be  effected  without 

detriment  to  the  public  service.  The  habitual  attention  of 
December that  Board  to  seconomy  did  not  authorize  the  expectation  of 
any  very  material  reduction.  We  refer  for  particulars  to  their 
minute,  and  in  consequence  of  the  suggestions  in  it,  adopted  the  follow¬ 
ing  alterations  in  their  establishment  by  which  a  small  saving  has 
been  effected.  The  salary  to  the  Import  Warehouse  Keeper  was  24,000 
rupees  per  annum  ;  his  salary  is  now  reduced  to  12,000  rupees,  and  as  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  the  deduction,  a  commission  has  been  substituted  for  reasons  which 
we  doubt  not  will  appear  satisfactory.  The  other  alteration  respects  the 
vendue  master  Mr.  Williamson,  who  received  a  commission  on  the  import  sales 
estimated  at  10,000  rupees  for  annum.  The  appointment  was  unnecessary,  and 
certainly  ought  to  have  been  abolished,  but  as  the  income  arising  from  it 
furnished  the  only  subsistence  of  Mr.  Williamson,  considering  his  advanced  age, 
his  infirmities,  the  insolvency  of  his  affairs,  and  that  if  this  resource  were 
withdrawn,  he  might  be  left  to  perish  or  to  the  chance  of  a  charitable  subsis¬ 
tence,  we  agreed  that  he  should  receive  five  hundred  rupees  per  month  and 
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no  commission.  A  trifling  reduction  has  also  taken  place  in  the  factory  at 
Luckipore.^^ 


56.  The  merchants  of  this  settlement  have  addressed  to  us  a  letter  on  the 
scarcity  of  money  and  praying  for  relief  hy  an  advance  of  cash.  It  would 
have  afforded  us  great  satisfaction  had  it  Been  in  our  power 
DecenSer^"^^  to  give  them  the  relief  they  requested,  hut  we  were  sorry 
the  state  of  the  public  funds  would  not  admit  of  our  doing 
so  without  involving  the  interests  of  the  community  and  the  Company.  By 
the  most  accurate  estimate  which  we  can  form  of  the  probable  state  of  your 
finances  at  the  close  of  the  year,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  relief  derived 
from  the  Twelve  per  cent  loan  will  not  be  more  than  adequate  to  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  this  government.  The  increased  military  expences,  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  supplies  required  by  the  Governments  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay, 
the  remittance  of  twelve  lacks  of  rupees  to  China,  and  the  addition  of  six 
lacks  for  the  provision  of  grufl  goods  to  meet  the  superfluous  tonnage,  esti¬ 
mated  to  exceed  7,000  tons,  will  require  all  our  resources,  although  there  is 
no  apprehension  of  their  failure  in  any  instance,  excepting  in  the  article 
of  opium. 


57.  We  think  it  further  necessary  to  add  that  admitting  even  a  scarcity 
of  specie  in  some  degree,  of  which  we  have  no  satisfactory  proof,  we  are  more 
inclined  to  attribute  the  distress  of  the  commercial  body  to  a  deficiency  of 
credit.  Speculations  to  a  very  large  amount  have  been  entered  in  by  them, 
chiefly  we  understand  upon  credit  in  the  expectation  of  profitable  returns,  and 
the  failure  of  these  expectations,  particularly  with  respect  to  the  indigo,  has 
naturally  produced  much  of  the  existing  distress. 


58.  At  the  request  of  Doctor  Roxburgh  we  have  forw^arded  two 
boxes  of  growing  plants  on  the  Berrington  and  Thetis j  one  for  the  Royal 
Garden  at  Kew,  the  other  for  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  w^hich  we  beg  may  be  deli¬ 
vered  on  their  arrival  in  England.  We  also  transmit  from  the  same  gentle¬ 
man  a  package  containing  11  hundred  drawings  and  descriptions  of  India 
plants.  The  Company's  Hydrographer  having  applied  for  some  specimens 
of  the  different  sorts  of  timber  in  this  country,  we  have  put  on  board 
the  extra  ship  Thomas^  twenty  different  kinds  chosen  by  Doctor  Roxburgh. 
The  Doctor  having  stated  in  his  letter  which  is  recorded  on  these  proceed¬ 
ings  that  his  health  was  declining  and  that  he  was  desirous  of  trying  the 
effect  of  a  change  of  climate  we  acquiesced  in  his  request  for  leave  to  proceed 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  for  that  purpose,  and  eventually  to  Europe,  iE 
he  should  not  find  his  health  reestablished.  Doctor  Fleming  has  been 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Botanical  Garden  during  the  Doctor's 
absence. 


59.  The  enemy’s  cruizers  having  committed  depredations  in  the  mouth 
of  the  river  and  carried  off  some  of  the  pilot  schooners,  we  thought  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  equip  a  force  sufficient  to  repel  them,  a  particular 
Nm^mber^^^  account  of  which  you  will  receive  from  our  political  dis¬ 
patches.  We  will  here  only  observe  that  in  order  to  defray 
the  extra  expences  occasioned  by  this  armament,  we  directed  a  new  duty 
to  be  raised  upon  the  exports  and  imports  of  this  port  vizt.,  one  per  cent  in 
addition  to  the  2J4  per  cent  now  payable  upon  all  such  goods  as  already  bear 
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custom,  and  one  per  cent  upon  all  other  articles  which  are  at  present  exempt¬ 
ed  from  custom :  and  we  have  at  the  same  time  reserved  to  ourselves 
the  option  of  continuing  or  discontinuing  the  duty  after  the  present  service 
is  over,  as  we  may  find  it  convenient. 


60.  In  these  proceedings  are  recorded  two  depositions  made  before  one 
of  His  Alajestv’s  Justices  of  Peace  for  the  town  of  Calcutta  and  presented  to 
us  by  a  person  named  Cornelius  Careyd^  who  asserts  to  have 
Consn.  2nd  effected  his  escape  from  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  West 
‘  Indies,  tvhere  he  had  been  confined  and  otherwise  ill  treated 

bv  the  Danes  for  upwards  of  mo  years,  concerning  the  hardships  sustained  by 
him.  We  have  sent  him  as  a  charterparty  passenger  on  board  the  Bridgewater. 
The  object  in  submitting  the  depositions  to  us  is  probably  the  hope  of  obtain¬ 
ing  redress  through  His  hlajesty’s  minister. 


61.  On  a  representation  made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
which  is  recorded  in  these  proceedings  supported  by  the  recommendation  of 
that  Board,  we  have  authorized  an  augmentation  of  sicca  rupees  one  thousand 
per  mensem  to  his  salary.  The  augmented  duties  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
necessarily  increased  the  labour  and  responsibility  of  the  Secretary,  and  after 
perusing  the  proceedings  to  which  we  have  the  honour  to  refer  you,  we  have 
no  doubt  that  you  wdll  confirm  our  determination,  as  founded  in  justice  and 
propriety,  whether  the  importance  of  the  office  be  considered  with  comparison 
to  others,  or  to  its  original  state  when  the  salary  was  fixed  at  a  very  moderate 
sum. 


62.  In  the  paragraphs  7,  8  and  9  of  yom*  letter  of  the  22nd  April  1796,  you 
advert  to  the  state  of  the  clergy  within  these  provinces.  We  have  no  doubt 
of  the  propriety  of  the  suggestion  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  augment  the  eccle¬ 
siastical  establishment  of  this  Presidency  by  the  nomination  of  chaplains 
to  those  situations  where  there  is  the  greatest  resort  of  Europeans.  Under 
this  description  the  cities  of  Dacca  and  Patna  may  be  included,  as  well 
as  the  factory  of  Cossimbuzar,  and  tve  would  accordingly  recommend 
the  appointment  of  chaplains  to  these  stations,  more  particularly  at  the 
two  former. 

63.  But  we  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  that  to  give  effi¬ 
cacy  to  the  important  objects  of  such  appointments,  it  will  be  necessary  that 
proper  chapels  be  erected  for  the  performance  of  divine  service  at  the  different 
stations  of  the  army  as  tvell  as  at  the  three  places  specified  by  us.  As  this 
would  be  attended  with  considerable  expence,  supposing  the  buildings  to  be 
all  erected  at  once,  notwithstanding  every  attention  to  economy,  we  would 
recommend  that  they  should  be  progressively  undertaken  ;  that  in  the  first 
instance  a  chapel  should  be  erected  in  Fort  William  where  it  is  most  imme¬ 
diately  wanted  at  the  field  stations,  afterward  and  progressively  at  the  other 
stations  of  the  army  where  there  are  the  greatest  number  of  European  officers 
and  soldiers. 

64.  You  have  been  already  informed  of  our  determination  to  erect  a 
chapel  in  Fort  William,  and  of  the  measures  sometime  ago  adopted  with  a 
view  to  the  execution  of  it.  Different  plans  were  proposed,  and  there  is  one 
now  under  reference  for  determination. 
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65.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day 

is  as  follows. 

Ready  money 

Gold  mohurs 

Siccas 

Dollars 

Copper  coin 

1,43,704-13-0 

18,000-  0-0 

22,99,277-  0-0 
2,26,768-  0-0 
37,485-  0-0 
46,813-  5-9 

26,10,343-  5-9 
1,44,055-12-3 

Bills  receivable 

Unsorted  treasure 

Balance  account  deposits  ... 
Accountant  General,  Su¬ 
preme  Court 

2,53,287-11-8 

8,872-  1-4 

Sicca  rupees 

2,62,159-13-0 

90,457-  1-3 

31,122-  6-9 
13,73,711-  0-0 

900-  2-5 
3,71,49,081-15-4 

27,54,399-  2-0 
11,436-  0-0 

Ditto  ditto,  Mayor’s 

Court 

Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 

Loans  at  12  per  cent. 

Ditto  ditto  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Register  debt 

... 

3,89,07,438-  6-9 

Fort  William, 
the  9th  January  1797. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Hon’ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 

(Original  per  Marquis  Cornwallis. 
Duplicate  per  Alexander. 
Triplicate  per  Maria. 
Quadruplicate  per  Coverdale.) 


9 

LETTER  DATED  2  MARCH  1797 

Statement  of  chartered  tonnage — loss  of  the  Ganges  pilot  schooner  by  fire 
three  vessels  for  pilot  service  to  be  huiltj  one  in  Bombay  and  two  in  Calcutta 
recapture  of  the  Ranger  pilot  schooner — state  of  the  general  treasury. 

r  1 

. .  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon’ble  the  United 
Company  of  Mercants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  the  9th  Tanuary  last 
by  the  Dublin  and  ships  of  that  division. 
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2.  By  the  Essex,  Asia,  Manship,  Williafn  Fitt,  General  Goddard,  and 
Lord  Macartney  which  imported  here  on  the  1st  of  February  we  had  the 
honor  to  receive  your  letter  in  this  Department,  under  date  the  22nd  March 
to  which  we  shall  now  reply. 

Ansixjer  to  Public  General  letter  22nd  March  1796 


(i)  Date  of  last  dispatches.  5th " 
January. 

(2 1  Acknowledge  receipt  of  ad¬ 
vices. 

(3)  Air.  Walter  Ewer  to  succeed 
Mr.  Bruce  Boswell  as  Marine  Pay¬ 
master. 

(4)  Names  of  Select  Committee  of 
supracargoes  at  Canton. 

(5)  Names  of  supracargoes  under 
said  Committee. 

(6)  Have  granted  Captain  Mitchell 
a  reward  of  £S8,000  for  his  services,  to 
be  deducted  out  of  his  debt  to  the 
Company. 

(7)  5000  £  granted  the  heirs  of " 
Captain  Cheap  and  3,000  £  to  Captain 
Hudson  for  their  services. 

(8)  Alention  the  sums  granted  the 
officers  of  the  different  ships  that 
composed  the  squadron. 

(9)  Eeward  granted  to  Lieutenant 
Roper  and  officers  of  the  Nautilus. 

(10)  Mr.  George  Dandridge  per- 
mitted  to  return  to  the  service. 

(11)  Twenty  four  writers  appoint¬ 
ed  this  season. 

(12)  Six  more  writers  appointed  in 
part  of  the  number  agreed  to  be  sent 
out  last  season. 

(13)  Four  wTiters  appointed  in 
part  of  the  number  agreed  to  be  sent 
out  this  season. 

(14)  Twenty  six  free  mariners  per¬ 
mitted  to  proceed  to  India. 

(15)  Mr.  Chas.  Shutt  allowed  to 
gome  to  India  as  a  miniature  painter. 


.  3.  Require  no  reply. 

4,  We  have  directed  a  copy  of  this 
paragraph  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Marine  Board  for  their  information. 

5,  We  shall  pay  due  attention  to 
>  the  information  contained  in  these 

paragraphs. 

6,  In  reply  to  this  paragraph,  we 
think  it  necessary  to  remark  that  all 
accounts  between  your  Hon’ble  Court 
and  Captain  Mitchell  were  sent  to 
England  for  adjustment. 


7.  Require  no  reply. 


8.  We  have  directed  a  copy  of  this 
paragraph  to  be  sent  to  Bombay, 
Lieutenant  Roper  having  long  since 
joined  his  corps. 


>■  9.  Require  no  reply. 
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10.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  has  been  informed  from  the  Politicai  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Governor  General’s  visit  to  the  Upper  Provinces. 

11.  In  conformity  to  the  statute  of  the  33rd  of  His  present  Majesty,  the 

Governor  General  nominated  Mr.  Speke  to  be  Vice-President 
January.'  Deputy  Governor  of  Fort  William  during  his  absence 

from  the  Presidency ;  Mr.  Speke  accordingly  assumed  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  Act  from  the  1st  February,  the 
day  after  the  Governor  General’s  departure  from  the  Presidency. 

12.  The  minute  laid  before  the  Board  by  the  Governor  General  on  the 
occasion  is  sent  a  number  in  the  packet. 


Fort  St.  George 

13.  On  the  14th  January  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  informed 
us  that  agreeably  to  the  permission  we  had  given  them  on  the  17th  November 
to  detain  four  of  the  regular  ships  to  be  loaded  and  dispatched  direct  to 
Europe  from  the  Presidency,  they  had  detained  the  Rockingham^  Melville 
Castle,  Airly  Castle,  and  Princess  Charlotte,  and  had  ordered  the  Hawkesbury, 
the  remaining  ship  of  the  third  fleet  to  proceed  to  this  Presidency. 

Bombay 

14.  The  Bombay  Government  informed  us  that  the  extra  ship  Exeter 
being  ready  for  sea,  they  gave  the  commander  the  option  of  proceeding  by 

Consn  20th  ^^self  through  the  Mosambique  Channel,  and  waiting  for 
February  ^  convoy  at  the  Cape  or  St.  Helena  or  of  going  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  your  ship  the  Nottingham  to  Columbo,  and  there 
waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Indiamen  from  hence,  and  afterwards  prosecuting 
his  voyage  in  company  with  them. 

15.  From  the  proceedings  of  the  Bombay  Government  referred  to  in  the 

Consn  '’0th  you  will  observe  that  the  commander  preferred 

February.  Colombo  td  obtain  the  protection  of  the  regular 

ships  from  that  place. 

16.  In  our  letter  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  9th  January  last,  we  com¬ 
municated  the  measures  we  had  adopted  for  the  supply  of  the  exigencies  of 
the  Bombay  Government ;  from  their  letter  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of 
the  20th  Febru^y  you  will  observe  that  they  expect  to  obtain  such  money  as 
they  may  find  it  necessary  to  take  upon  loan  under  our  orders  of  the  11th  of 
November  at  9  per  ^  cent.  In  consequence,  how^ever,  of  the  state  of  our 
finances  we  have  desired  that,  instead  of  calling  on  us  for  any  further  aid, 
in  the  event  of  the  loan  not  being  sufficiently  productive,  they  will  raise  their 
present  terms  in  such  degree  as  may  be  likely  to  be  effectual  to  secure  us  from 
any  extraordinary  demand. 

1/.  By  the  estimates  of  tonnage  and  value  of  goods  provided  and  ex- 
Consn.  20tb  pected  to  be  provided  at  Bombay  and  it’s  subordinates,  it 
appeared  that  there  would  be  required  for  that  Presidency 
2,745  tons  exceeding  the  tonnage  at  their  disposal. 

18.  ^  To  supply  this  deficiency  we  determined  to  dispatch  to  that  Presidency 
your  ships  Asia,  Essex,  MansMp  and  William  Pitt,  having  laden  on  them  a 
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considerable  quantity  of  valuable  piece  goods  from  hence,  in  consideration  of 
the  ships  being  full  armed. 

19.  The  commanders  have  received  their  sailing  orders  and  will  proceed 
without  delay. 

20.  It  was  originally  intended  to  send  five  ships  to  Bombay  :  but  as 
pepper  in  comparison  with  the  goods  from  hence  is  of  little  value,  and  as 
it  is  a  commodity  that  will  not  spoil  by  remaining  in  w^arehouse,  wc  deter¬ 
mined,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  dispatch  only  four 
ships  and  to  detain  the  Camden  tow'ards  making  up  for  the  tonnage  for 
valuable  cargo,  of  which  w'e  have  been  deprived  by  the  accidents  that  have 
happened  to  the  Goddard  and  hard  Macartney. 

21.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  chartered  tonnage  laden  here 
on  the  ships  proceeding  to  Bombay,  including  kentledge  and  what  is  left 
open  for  that  Presidency  with  the  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  Bengal  goods. 


Laden  here 

Left  for 

Chartered 

including 

kentledge 

Bombay 

tonnage 

Asia 

...  tons  311-16 

504-  4 

816 

Essex 

...  do.  311-16 

481-  4 

793 

Manship 

...  do.  322-12 

489-  8 

812 

William  Pitt 

...  do.  308-  3 

489-17 

798 

Estimate  of  the  Bengal  goods 


Asia 
Essex 
Manship 
William  Pitt 


3,85,600 

3,72,500 

3,82,300 

3,82,100 


22.  Pepper  being  a  favourable  cargo,  we  have  authorized  the  Bombay 
Government  to  engage  surplus  in  the  event  of  the  tonnage  left  for  their 
investment  not  proving  sufficient. 

23.  For  the  detail  of  our  correspondence  with  the  Board  of  Trade  on 

Consn  20th  subject,  w^e  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings 

February.  of  the  annexed  date. 


Canton 

24.  In  our  letter  of  the  9th  January  last,  we  noticed  to  you  the  advertise¬ 
ment  which  we  had  published  inviting  the  proposals  for  the  payment  of 
money  into  your  treasury  at  Canton. 

25.  The  proposals  tendered  in  consequence  of  that  advertisement,  and 

Consn.  3rd  report  of  our  Accountant  General  on  them,  are  recorded 

February.  on  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin. 

26.  From  this  report  of  your  account  you  will  observe  that,  in  the  three 
first  of  these  offers,  the  proposers  request  to  be  permitted  to  pay  only  one 
moiety  of  the  sum  proposed  for  in  cash,  and  the  remainder  by  transfers  ;  and 
that  the  supracargoes  have  particularly  desired,  in  their  letter  of  the  1st  of 
December  last,  to  have  it  expressly  stipulated  in  any  engagements  that  might 
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be  entered  into  with  3,  viet^’  to  furnish  them  with  pecuniary  aid  j  that  the  pay¬ 
ments  to  be  made  into  their  treasury  should  be  made  wholly  in  specie,  as  no 
other  mode  of  supply  would  afford  them  any  material  relief. 

We  further  observed  that  all  the  four  proposals  contain  in  other  respects 
precisely  the  same  terms  vizt.,  to  pay  the  sum  proposed  for  at  Canton  at 
the  exchange  of  40  head  dollars  per  100  current  rupees ;  and  that,  as  the  supra 
cargoes  drew  upon  this  Presidency  in  December  last,  at  the  rate  of  41  dollars 
per  100  current  rupees,  the  terms  of  the  proposals  before  him  were  less 
advantageous  for  the  Company  than  the  supracargoe’s  draughts  by  full 
fifteen  per  cent,  allowing  interest  at  12  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  intervals 
between  the  receipt  of  the  money  and  the  payment  of  their  draughts,  and 
between  the  issue  of  money  here,  in  the  event  of  these  proposals  being 
accepted,  and  the  repayment  of  it  at  Canton. 

Under  these  circumstances  he  recommended  that  none  of  these  propo¬ 
sals  should  be  accepted,  but  that  the  mode  suggested  by  the  supracargoes 
in  their  letter  of  the  1st  of  December  be  adopted  for  the  supply  of  the  whole 
of  the  twelve  lacs  proposed  to  be  remitted  to  them,  and  that  it  should  be 
notified  accordingly  by  public  advertisement  at  the  thi'ee  Presidencies,  that 
the  supracargoes  have  been  authorized  to  open  the  Hon’ble  Company's 
treasury  at  Canton  for  the  receipt  of  all  sums  that  may  be  tendered  to  them 
in  the  ensuing  season  in  specie  to  the  extent  of  twelve  lacs  of  rupees,  and 
to  grant  bills  upon  the  Governor  General  in  Council  for  the  amount  payable 
in  Calcutta  in  cash,  at  30  days'  sight,  and  at  a  favorable  rate  of  exchange. 

Adverting  to  the  exhausted  state  of  the  Company’s  finances  in  China, 
and  to  the  solicitude  expressed  by  the  supracargoes  that  every  means  that  are 
feasible  should  be  tried  to  furnish  them  with  aid  from  Bengal  in  specie,  and 
also,  to  the  probability  that  the  offer  of  a  certain,  prompt  and  advantageous 
mode  of  realising  the  returns  of  consignments  to  the  eastward  would  lend 
to  enhance  the  demand  for  the  ophium  at  the  ensuing  sales,  he  stated  it  as 
adviseable  to  raise  the  exchange  to  38^  head  dollars  per  100  current  rupees, 
which  though  higher  by  six  per  cent  than  the  supracargoes’  bills  this  season, 
is  nevertheless  more  favorable  for  the  Company  than  the  terms  at  which 
the  supracargoes  have  frequently  drawn. 

Freight  and  Tonnage 

27.  Agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  w'-e  have 
judged  it  expedient  to  order  valuable  cargo  to  be  laden  on  five  of  the  extra 
ships  vizt,  the  Thomas^  Ocean,  Alexander,  Maria,  and  Frederick,  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  papers  forwarded  to  you  by  them  respectively.  They  are  to 
proceed  under  convoy  of  the  Nonsuch  to  Trincomali,  where  the  regular  ships 
from  Colombo  and  Madras  are  to  rendezvous,  and  proceed  under  convoy 
for  England.  They  are  ready  for  sea,  and  will  sail  as  soon  as  some  repairs 
necessary  to  be  made  to  the  Nonsuch  are  completed. 

Company's  Servants 

28.  Mr.  Henry  Ramus  and  Mr.  Robert  Bathurst  have  obtained  our  per¬ 
mission  to  resign  your  service  and  return  to  Europe.  They  have  requested 
to  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  service  as  soon  as  their  private  affairs  shall 
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have  been  adjusted,  and  we  recommend  their  request  to  your  favourable 
consideration. 

29.  Sir  John  Harrington  has  obtained  our  permission  to  resign  your 
service. 

30.  We  are  concerned  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Taylor/ 
who  held  the  appointment  of  2nd  Assistant  [to]  the  Commercial  Resident  at 
Patna. 


31.  The  following  arrangements  and  appointments  have  taken  place 
since  our  last  advices  in  this  department :  — Air.  Thomas  Pattle  removed  from 
the  office  of  Judge  and  Magistrate  of  Burdwan,  and  appointed  Senior  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal  at  Aloorsliedabad  and  Paymaster  of  the  Nizamut 
Stipends  ;  Mr.  James  Spottiswoode-  removed  from  the  office  of  Judge  and 
Magistrate  at  Dinagepore  and  appointed  Judge  and  Magistrate  of  Burdwan; 
Mr.  Thomas  Parr  removed  from  the  office  of  Judge  and  Magisnrate  of  Jessore, 
and  appointed  Judge  and  Magistrate  of  Dinagepore;  Air.  John  Alehill^  re¬ 
moved  from  the  office  of  Paymaster  to  the  Artillery,  Garrisons,  and  Ordnance, 
and  Paymaster  to  the  King’s  troops,  and  appointed  Judge  and  Alagistrate 
of  Jessore ;  Mr.  Leonard  Collings,^^  removed  from  the  office  of  Pavmaster  to 
the  troops,  and  Superintendant  of  Bazar  Duties  at  Dinapore,  and  appointed 
Paymaster  to  the  Artillery,  Garrisons,  and  Ordnance  and  Paymaster  to  the 
King’s  troops ;  Air.  John  Becher  to  be  Judge  and  Alagistrate  of  Moorshedabad ; 
Air.  Richard  Pattle  removed  from  the  office  of  Register  to  the  De-izanny 
Adawlut  of  the  24  Purgunnahs,  and  appointed  Deputy  Paymaster  to  the 
troops  at  Berhampore,  and  Superintendant  of  the  Bazar  Duties ;  Air.  George 
Alonckton  removed  from  the  office  of  Assistant  to  the  Register  of  the  Sudder 
Dewanny  and  Nizamut  Adawhits^  and  appointed  Assistant  to  the  Collector 
of  Beerbhoom ;  Air.  George  Gumming  removed  from  the  office  of  Register 
to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  and  Assistant  to  the  Alagistrate  at  Ramghur  and 
appointed  Register  to  the  Dewany  Adawlut  and  Assistant  to  the  Alagistrate 
of  Shahabad ;  Air.  William  Armstrong  removed  from  the 
February  office  of  Collector  of  Dacca  Jellapore,  and  appointed  Collector 

of  Alidnapore ;  Mr.  W.  W.  Alassie  removed  from  the  office  of 
Register  to  the  Dewajiny  Adawlut  and  Assistant  to  Alagistrate  at  Nuddea,  and 
appointed  Collector  of  Dacca  Jellapore ;  Air.  James  Rattray  removed  from  the 
office  of  Register  to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut,  and  Assistant  to  the  Alagistrate  at 
Alidnapore,  and  appointed  Register  to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  and  Assistant  to 
the  Alagistrate  of  Nuddea ;  Air.  James  King  removed  from  the  office  of 
Assistant  to  the  Register,  and  2nd  Assistant  to  the  Alagistrate  of  the  Dewanny 
Adawlut  at  Jessore,  and  appointed  Assistant  to  the  Register,  and  2nd  Assistant 
to  the  Magistrate  of  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  at  Dinagepore. 


Europe  Ships 

32.  Instances  having  frequently  occurred  of  seamen  being  left  sick  at 
the  hospital  on  the  sailing  of  the  ships  to  which  they  belong,  without  any 
provision  for  their  subsistance,  or  a  return  to  Europe  after  their  recovery,  and 
as  persons  of  this  description,  w-hen  discharged  from  the  hospital,  are  fre¬ 
quently  impelled  by  tlieir  necessities  to  have  recourse  to  criminal  practices,  we 
have  judged  it  advisable  to  obviate  in  future  the  evils  which  have  resulted 
from  seamen  so  circumstanced  being  left  destitute,  to  make  it  an  additional 
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article  in  tliek  instructions  given  to  the  commanders  of  your  ships  and  vessels 
on  their  arrival,  to  transmit  to  our  Master  Attendant  previous  to  their  depar¬ 
ture  from  this  port,  a  certificate  specifying  the  names  and  describing  the 
persons  of  such  of  their  seamen  either  brought  from  Europe,  or  hired  here, 
L  may  be  left  at  the  general  hospital,  that  means  may  be  taken  for  their 
employment,  or  return  to  Europe  when  recovered.  To  prevent  any  charge 
being  incurred  by  the  Company,  in  the  event  of  the  commanders  not  leaving 
funds  to  defray  the  expences  of  such  men,  we  have  directed  the  proper 
officers  to  keep  a  regular  account  of  any  disbursements  made  under  this  head, 
that  it  may  be  transmitted  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  for  adjustment  with  the 
owners  of  the  ships. 

33.  We  have  also  thought  it  necessary  to  direct  that  the  commanders  of 
your  ships  shall,  in  addition  to  the  returns  of  their  crews  delivered  on  their 
arrival,  transmit  to  our  Master  Attendant  returns  of  their  crews  on  their 
departm-e,  that  the  instances  in  wffiich  the  two  returns  shall  not  correspond 
may  be  noticed. 

34.  The  commander  of  your  ship  the  Enropa  reported  to  us,  that  he 
was  under  the  necessity  of  sailing  without  his*  chief  mate  Mr.  Turnbull,  who 
had  absconded  from  his  ship. 

35.  The  master  of  the  extra  ship  Ocean,  having  had  occasion  for  sicca 
Rs.  5,000  to  defray  the  expences  of  his  ship,  and  being  unable  to  negotiate  his 
bills,  we  agreed  to  accommodate  him  with  money  from  your  treasury,  as  in 
other  instances  of  hlr.  Charnock’s  ships, ^  and  upon  the  same  terms. 

36.  We  have  also  advanced  to  the  commander  of  the  Thomas 
sicca  Rs.  10,000  for  his  bills  on  Mr.  Charnock  in  the  same  manner  as  has  been 
done  to  tire  commander  of  the  Ocean. 

37.  We  have  also  advanced  to  the  commanders  of  the  Maria  and  Fame 
the  sum  of  sicca  Rs.  6,000  on  account  their  bills  on  Mr.  Charnock  on  the  same 
terms  as  in  the  preceding  instances. 

38.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin, 

,  for  the  report  of  the  surveying  officers  upon  the  seven  India- 

13th  February.  i  -r  ^  °  i  i  t-  • 

men  lately  arrived.  In  consequence  of  the  leaky  condition 

of  the  Lord  Macartney  and  General  Goddard,  we  have  discharged  them  the 

service  until  they  are  put  into  a  proper  state  of  repair. 

Marine 


39.  Wc  are  concerned  to  advise  you  of  the  loss  of  the  Ganges  pilot 
schooner  by  fire  on  the  11th  of  January  last.  She  was  ordered  to  attend  on  the 
Laurel,  the  ship  fitted  out  to  cruize  against  the  enemy’s 
January*  privateers  in  the  roads.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 

proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  for  a  narrative  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  this  disaster.  We  have  however  the  satisfaction  to  observe 
that  only  one  European  soldier  and  three  native  servants  lost  their  lives. 


40.  In  consequence  of  a  proposition  submitted  to  us  by  the  Marine 
Board  for  building  three  pilot  schooners,  to  replace  the  two  taken  by  the 
enemy  (as  mentioned  to  you  in  our  last  dispatches)  and  the  one  destroyed 
by  fire,  we  determined  that  three  vessels  should  be  built,  and  in  order  to 
ascertain  where,  and  in  what  mode,  the  best  vessels  for  the  pilot  service  can 
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be  constructed,  and  at  the  least  expence,  we  have  resolved  that  the  three 
vessels  shall  be  in  every  respect  the  same  as  to  size  and  equipment,  that  one 
shall  be  built  at  Bombay,  and  two  at  Calcutta,  and  that  of  the  two  vessels  to 
be  built  at  Calcutta,  one  shall  be  completed  by  contract,  but  that  the  hull 
only  of  the  other  shall  be  provided  in  this  mode,  leaving  her  masts,  yards,  rig¬ 
ging  and  stores  to  be  furnished  from  the  Company’s  Marine  yard  and  ware¬ 
houses.  The  result  of  this  experiment  will  be  hereafter  communicated  to 
vour  Hon’bie  Court. 

41.  We  are  happy  to  acquaint  your  Hon’bie  Court  of  the  recapture  of 
die  Ranger  pilot  schooner,  which  was  taken  by  a  French  privateer  in  the 
roads,  by  her  native  crew.  We  have  determined  that  one-sixth  of  the  value 
of  the  vessel,  with  her  stores,  shall  be  given  to  them  as  salvage,  and  another 
sixth  in  addition,  as  a  reward  for  their  gallant  conduct.  With  a  view,  how¬ 
ever,  of  not  losing  the  services  of  these  men,  we  have  proposed  it  to  them  to 
accept  of  one  half  of  the  sum  in  houses  and  land  rather  than  in  money. 


42.  The  proportions  payable  to  the  several  descriptions  of  persons  are 
as  follows : 


To  the  serang 
Tindal 

Hehiimen  sicca  Rs.  641-0-5  each 
17  lascars  sicca  Rs.  320-8-2^  each 


Sicca  Rs.  961-  8-  7 
641-  0-  5 
1,282-  0-10 
3,448-11-  6 


Sicca  Rs.  8,333-  5-  4 

An  additional  allowance  to  the  boy  who  de¬ 
prived  the  enemy  of  then*  pistols  ...  60-0-0 


Sicca  Rs.  8,393-  5-  4 


43.  Your  Hon’bie  Court  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  George 
daswell  to  the  office  of  IMaster  Attendant  at  Fort  St.  George,  he  transmitted  to 
us  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Secretary  to  the  Marine  Board.  We  have 
the  satisfaction  to  join  our  testimony  to  that  of  the  Marine  Board  that 
Mr.  Taswell’s  services  in  that  situation,  from  the  institution  of  the  Board, 
have  not  only  been  creditable  to  himself,  but  useful  to  the  public. 

44.  Mr.  John  Shore  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Taswell  and 
Mr.  Gregory  Jackson  to  succeed  Mr.  Shore  as  Agent  for  loading  and  unload¬ 
ing  the  Company's  ships. 


Miscellanea 

45.  The  purchases  of  gruff  goods  for  England  and  sundry  stores  for  St. 
Helena  have  been  hitherto  made  in  Calcutta  by  the  Export  Warehouse  Keeper 
without  any  charge  for  commission,  but  his  services  being  required  at  the 
island  of  Ceylon,  we  have,  at  die  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
directed  the  Sub-Export  Warehouse  Keeper  to  make  the  purchases  on  samples 
and  prices  to  be  approved  by  that  Board  previous  to  any  bargain  being  finally 
concluded,^  and  in  consideration  of  die  additional  trouble  and  responsibility  he 
will  incur  in  these  transactions,  we  have  agreed  to  allow  him  a  commission  of 
five  per  cent  on  all  goods  and  stores  he  may  provide. 
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46.  From  our  proceedings  of  the  16th  January  last,  you  will  observe  that, 
at  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  founded  on  a  representation 
from  the  Sub-Export  Warehouse  Keeper,  we  have  agreed  to  sundry  additions 
to  the  W'arehouse  establishment  amounting  to  sicca  Rs.  521  per  montli. 

47.  The  particulars  of  these  additions,  as  well  as  the  grounds  on  which 
they  have  been  made,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  minute  of  Sub -Export  Ware¬ 
house  Keeper.  We  shall  here  only  insert  the  amount  of  the  estabhshments 
in  1788/9  and  1795/6  compared  with  the  amount  of  the  exports  and  number 
of  ships  dispatched  in  those  years,  which  we  trust  will  sufficiently  demonstrate 
the  necessity  of  the  encrease  of  establishment  we  have  authorised. 

Amount  establishment  in  November 
1788  exclusive  of  Company’s  ser¬ 
vants  per  month  ...  ...  Sicca  Rs.  2422-0-7. 

Exports  in  1788/9  on  account  of  the 
Company  ...  ...  Tons  4192-8  or 

sicca  Rs.  71,19,422-12-6-. 

Private  goods  ...  ...  Tons  175-1. 

Number  of  ships  dispatched  ...  9. 

Amount  establishment  in  November 
1796  exclusive  of  Company's 
servants  per  month  ...  ...  Sicca  Rs.  2873-1. 

Exports  in  1796/7  on  account  of  the 
Company  ...  ...  Tons  27,766-12  or 

sicca  rupees  1,13,81,042-6-11 

Private  goods  ...  ...  Tons  6,817-7. 

Number  of  ships  dispatched  ...  59. 


48.  It  would  be  but  reasonable  that  a  charge  should  be  made  to  indivi¬ 
duals  in  consideration  of  the  trouble  arising  from  the  shipping  of  private  goods 
as  stated  by  the  Sub-Export  Warehouse  Keeper,  but  doubts  having  arisen 
whether  this  could  be  legally  done,  with  respect  to  goods  going  in  the  law 
tonnage,  we  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  it  would  be 
unadvisable  to  charge  any  thing  in  the  case  of  goods  shipped  by  permission, 
unless  a  charge  could  also  be  made  on  the  goods  exported  on  the  law  tonnage. 


49.  In  our  letter  of  the  24th  August  1795  by  the  Mary^  we  acquainted 
you  we  had  appointed  Doctor  Dinwiddie  to  assist  the  Board  of  Trade  in  any 
points  of  Cliymistry,  Mechanics,  and  Natural  Philosophy  relating  to  the  affairs 


under  their  charge  with  a  salary  of  sicca  rupees  500  per 
JaS^y  month  for  one  year.  Having  called  on  the  Board  of  Trade 

to  state  how  far  the  object  of  his  appointment  had  been 
answered,  with  a  view  to  determining  on  the  propriety  of  continuing  it,  it  did 


not  appear  to  us  from  the  description  gi\X‘n  in  their  reply  to  the  above  order 
of  the  services  of  Doctor  Dinwiddie,  and  the  expectations  formed  from  them, 
that  the  prospect  of  advantage  to  the  Company  was  sufficient  to  justify  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  his  salary,  at  a  time  when  the  public  necessities  required  the  closest 
attention  to  economy,  although  we  were  satisfied  that  if  Doctor  Dinwiddie’s 


labours  had  not  been  more  extended,  it  had  not  proceeded  from  any  deficiency 
of  attention  or  ability  on  his  part.  On  these  grounds  we  determined  that  his 
salary  and  appointment  should  cease  from  the  end  of  January  last. 
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5lj.  W’e  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  purpose  of  the  amount  being 
recovered  in  England,  one  of  a  set  of  bills  drawn  in  favor  of  the  Superinten- 
dant  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island  by  the  commander  of  His  Majesty’s  frigate 
the  Orpheus  for  £St.  226-3  at  ninety  days’  sight,  on  the  principal  olficers  and 
commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Navy  being  for  naval  stores  supplied  that  ship 
from  your  warehouse  on  the  island. 

51.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  these  proceedings  for  a  list  of  the  arrivals 

Cons.  16th  departures  of  foreign  vessels  from  the  ist  May  to  the 

January  3 1st  December  1796. 

52.  By  the  present  opportunity,  you  will  receive  a  register  of  the  marriages, 
births,  christenings  and  deaths  at  this  Presidency  for  the  year  1796,  also 
statement  of  the  funds  of  the  Native  Hospital  from  the  7th  September  to  the 
30th  November  last. 

53.  The  State  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  Money 

Gold  mohurs  ...  ...  33,818-  7-  0 

Siccas 
Copper 

Bills  receivable  ... 


5,41,095-  0-  0 
3,03,220-  0-  0 
50,624-13-  5 


8,94,939-13-  5 
2,911-12-  3 


Sicca  Rs.  8,97,851-  9-  S 

Unsorted  treasure  ...  ...  ...  18,128-  0- 

Balance  account  deposits  . . .  2,44,498-  5-  8 

Accountt.  General,  Su¬ 
preme  Court  ...  8,872-  I-  4 

-  2,53,370-  7-  0 

Do.  Do.  Mayor’s 

Court  ...  ...  ...  90,457-  1-  3 

Old  bond  debt  on  which 

the  interest  has  ceased  ...  31,122-6-9 

Loans  at  12  per  cent  ...  ...  15,58,879-  0-  0 

Do.  Do.  on  which 

the  interest  has  ceased  ...  900-  2-  5 

Register  debt  ...  ...  ...  3,67,55,152-  3-10 

-  3,86,89,881-  5-  3 


We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Fort  WhHam,  Hon’ble  Sirs, 

the  2nd  March  1797.  Your  most  faithful,  humble  servants. 

(Original  per  Alexander. 

Duplicate  per  Maria. 

Triplicate  per  Cover  dale. 

Quadruplicate  per  Zephyr.) 
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LETTER  DATED  30  APRIL  1797 

Major  RennelVs  opinion  on  the  proposed  canal  between  the  Ganges  and 
the  Hooghly— Captain  Cannm^s  suit— apartment  for  storing  of  records-^ 
Rev,  Thomas  Blanshard  resigns  the  office  of  se7iior  chaplain  in  Be7igal— state 
of  the  general  treasury. 


To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  to  your  Hon'ble  Court  were  dated 
the  2nd  March  last. 

2.  On  the  28th  of  February  imported  here  your  ships  Pitt,  Lord  Hawkes- 
hiiry^  Royal  Ad77iiraly  Lascelles,  Bushridge^  Walter  Boydj  Tellicherry  and 
Loyalist,  the  Castor  on  the  3rd  and  the  Phoetiix  on  the  6th  March,  Prmcess 
Mary  on  the  20th  and  Martha  on  the  27th  of  April. 

3.  We  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letters  in  this  Department 
under  date  the  1st  of  June,  27th  July  and  31st  August. 


Anszvcr  to  the  General  letter  frorn  the  Hon’ble  Court,  dated  the 
1st  of  June  1796 


(l-2j  Last  letter  dated  22nd  April 
acknowledge  receipt  of  Governor 
General’s  letters  of  the  24th  August 
and  5th  November  1795. 

(3)  Mr.  Henry  Scott  permitted  to 
return  to  India. 

(4)  Nomination  of  writers. 

(5)  Mr.  Samuel  Macan  appointed 
wTiter ;  covenants  to  be  executed. 


(6)  Mr.  G.  Taswell  appointed 
Master  Attendant  at  Fort  St.  George. 

(7)  Persons  permitted  to  proceed 
to  India  as  free  mariners. 

(8)  Bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon 
the  Governor  General  in  Council  by 
the  Hon’ble  Court. 


4.  Need  no  reply. 


5.  No  reply. 

6.  No  reply. 

7.  One  set  of  the  covenants  after 
they  have  been  executed  by  Mr. 
Macan,  will  be  forwarded  to  your 
Hon’ble  Court. 

8.  Mr.  Taswell  has  proceeded  to 
Madras. 


9.  Need  no  reply. 


Answer  to  the  letter  from  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors, 
dated  27th  July 

(1)  Date  of  last  dispatch  1st  June.  10.  Needo  no  reply. 

(2)  Bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  11.  We  shall  pay  due  attention  to 
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at  t’AO  years*  sight  during  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  war. 

i3-45  Censure  of  the  servants  at 
Fort  Alarlbro*. 


(5-7 }  Writers  proceeding  to  India  : 
those  allowed  to  remain  in  England  ; 
rank  with  vxiters  of  1794. 

(Sj  Air.  William  Mallet  permitted 
to  proceed  to  India  for  two  years  to 
settle  his  affairs  ;  permitted  to  bring 
out  a  mill  etc.,  and  William  Ellis  a 
miller  who  is  allowed  to  reside  three 
years. 

(9)  Mr.  T.  Streiid  permitted  to 
return  to  India. 

(10)  Mr.  Crisp  late  Deputy  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Fort  Marlbro*  allo^ved  to 
return  to  India  and  to  reside  wher¬ 
ever  he  may  choose,  till  a  vacancy 
occurs  ill  the  Council  at  Fort  Marl¬ 
bro’. 

(11)  The  officers  of  die  Nonsuch 
not  entitled  to  any  gratuity,  while 
serving  with  die  squadron  in  the 
Eastern  Seas. 

(12)  Monument  to  be  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Sir  William  Jones  in 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral ;  statue  to  be  sent 
to  Bengal. 

(13)  Mr.  Hastings’  answer  to  the 
address  from  the  British  inhabitants 
of  Calcutta.^ 

(14-17)  Inclusive.  Adverting  to 
paragraphs  that  need  no  reply. 

(18)  Expectation  that  the  Benares 
treasury  will  be  in  future  fully  com¬ 
petent  to  answer  the  bills  drawn 
upon  it  by  the  Bombay  Government. 

(19)  Our  letters  to  Fort  Marlbro' 
requiring  no  particular  orders  from 
the  Hon'bie  Court. 


this  paragraph  in  the  e\eiit  of  our 
drawing  any  bills  upon  vour  Hon’blc 
Court. 

12.  We  shall  pay  due  attention  to 
the  orders  contained  in  the  4th  para¬ 
graph  on  the  receipt  of  the  necessary 
explanations  and  information  from 
Fort  Marlbro'. 

13.  No  reply. 


14.  No  reply. 


15.  Needs  no  reply. 

16.  Needs  no  reply. 


17.  Needs  no  reply. 


18.  We  shall  take  particular  care 
to  have  the  statue  erected  in  a  proper 
place. 

19.  This  address  has  been  for¬ 
warded  agreeably  to  its  superscrip¬ 
tion. 

20.  Need  no  reply. 

21.  W'"e  trust  that  the  Benares 
Treasury  will  not  be  overdrawm  in 
future,  as  we  have  both  restricted  the 
drafts  on  it,  and  have  provided  it  with 
additional  funds. 

22.  Needs  no  reply. 
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(20)  Approbation  expressed  of 
reinforcements  sent  to  Fort  Marlbro’ 
and  of  appointments  there. 

(21-31)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  require  no  reply. 

(32)  Improvement  of  the  gold  coin 
and  greater  circulation  of  it. 


(33)  Subject  of  coinage  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  in  futm'e  to  the  Revenue  De¬ 
partment 

(34-41)  Relative  to  stationery. 


(42)  Orders  in  consequence  of 
iXIajor  RenneFs  opinion  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  canal  of  communication 
between  the  Ganges  and  Hooghly. 

(43)  Approving  advertisements 
issued  encouraging  persons  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  Calcutta  to  invest  their 
money  in  the  6  per  cent  promissory 
notes. 

(44)  Stationing  officers  on  the  part  ' 
of  the  Governor  General  approved. 

(45)  Orders  to  the  Surveyor  Gene¬ 
ral  for  preparing  a  table  of  distances 
for  the  civil  auditor  approved, 

(46)  The  purchase  of  an  astro¬ 
nomical  instrument  by  the  Surveyor 
General  approved. 

(47-48)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  need  no  reply. 

(49)  Dr.  Roxburgh's  application 
for  plants  of  the  Jamaica  all-spice  will 
be  attended  to. 

(50)  Dr.  Roxburgh’s  drawings, 
seeds  for  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Hon’ble 


23.  We  are  happy  that  the  mea¬ 
sures  referred  to  have  met  with  the 
approbation  of  your  Hon’ble  Court. 

24.  Need  no  reply. 

25.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your 
Hon’ble  Court  to  the  27th  paragraph 
of  our  letter  of  this  date  from  the 
Commercial  Department  for  our  ob¬ 
servations  on  this  subject. 

26.  Needs  no  reply. 


27.  Copies  of  these  paragraphs 
have  been  sent  to  the  Stationary  Com¬ 
mittee  with  particular  instructions  to 
attend  to  the  injunctions  of  your 
Hon’ble  Court  and  to  make '  the 
enquiry  required  in  the  40th  and  41st 
paragraphs  ;  the  result  will  be  here¬ 
after  communicated  to  you. 

28.  Major  Rennel’s  opinion  has 
been  sent  to  your  Surveyor  General. 
The  work  will  not  be  undertaken 
without  your  previous  approbation. 


29.  Need  no  reply. 


30.  Needs  no  reply. 


31.  Need  no  reply. 

32.  A  copy  of  the  paragraph  has 
been  sent  to  Dr.  Roxburgh. 

33.  We  have  directed  a  copy  of 
this  paragraph  to  be  forwarded  to 
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Court's  observation  upon  the  jute 

plants. 

(51-54)  x4dverting  to  paragraphs 
that  need  no  reply. 

(55)  Expressive  of  their  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  augmentation  made  to  the 
salarv  of  the  2nd  in  Council  and 
Commander-in-Chief  at  Fort  Marl- 
bro\ 

(56-57)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  need  no  reply. 

(58)  Sum  advanced  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Boddington  by  the 
Superintendant  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island  to  be  deducted  from  the 
freight  due  to  the  owners. 

(59)  Relative  to  the  building  of  an 
hospital  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 

(60)  Reasons  required  for  our  re¬ 
fusing  to  grant  the  same  indulgence 
to  the  civil  establishment  at  Prince  of 
Wales  Island  as  to  the  military,  of 
drawing  bills  upon  the  Governor 
General  in  Council. 


Dr.  Roxburgh,  and  have  sent  your 
Hon’ble  Court's  observations  upon 
the  jute  plant  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
for  their  information  and  guidance. 

34.  Need  no  reply. 

35.  We  are  happy  that  this  mea¬ 
sure  has  met  with  the  approbation 
of  vour  Hon'ble  Court. 


36.  Need  no  reply. 

37.  Copy  of  this  paragraph  has 
been  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
their  information  and  guidance. 


38.  Needs  no  reply. 

39.  The  restriction  on  the  24th 
paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  8th 
March  1795  was  calculated  to  prevent 
the  Superintendant  taking  up  more 
money  than  might  be  indispensibly 
requisite  for  the  necessary  expences 
of  the  settlement  in  addition  to  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  opium, 
and  the  money  on  other  articles  occa¬ 
sionally  consigned  to  him.  An  au¬ 
thority  to  draw  bills  for  money  paid 
into  the  treasury  exceeding  the  abso¬ 
lute  demands  for  the  public  service 
might  have  encouraged  expenditures 
not  essentially  necessary,  as  the  Supe¬ 
rintendent  provides  no  investme#: 
and  has  no  decision  for  money,  ex¬ 
cepting  for  the  payment  of  the  salary 
of  the  civil  officers,  and  the  pay  of  the 
military  and  occasional  contingent 
disbursements.  The  authority  given 
therefore  was  sufficient  to  admit  of 
the  remittance  of  any  part  of  the 
allowances  of  the  public  servants,  and 
it  did  not  appear  to  us  that  the  mer¬ 
chants  or  other  individuals  residing 
on  the  islands  had  any  right  to  expect 
that  Government  would  take  up  their 
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(61  to  67)  Require  no  reply. 

(68  to  69)  Approving  of  the  adver¬ 
tisement  for  facilitating  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  the  Company’s  paper  from 
one  part  of  the  country  to  another, 
also  of  the  decision  respecting 
Mr.  Jitsing  and  Captain  Lambert’s 
certificates. 

(70)  Approve  of  the  advance  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  Government  House 
for  repairs. 

(71  to  79)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  require  no  reply. 

(80  to  83)  Decision  of  the  King  in 
Council  obtaining  on  Mr.  Adamson’s 
appeal ;  instructions  to  bring  the  sub¬ 
ject  for  a  final  conclusion. 

(84)  Captain  Canning's  memorial. 

Consn.  Sth 
August  1790, 


14 


money  when  it  was  not  wanted  for 
the  public  service,  merely  for  theii 
convenience  or  advantage.  In  our 
letter  of  the  22nd  August  last  to  the 
Superintendent  you  will  observe  that 
we  have  authorized  him  to  draw  to 
the  extent  of  25,000  dollars  per 
annum. 

40.  Requhe  no  replv. 

41.  We  are  happy  that  the  mea¬ 
sures  here  alluded  to  have  met  with 
your  approbation. 


42.  Needs  no  replv. 


43.  Need  no  reply. 

44.  Copies  of  these  paragraphs 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  in  Council  at  Bombay  with  ins¬ 
tructions  to  attend  to  the  orders  of 
your  Hon’ble  Court. 

45.  From  our  proceedings  of  the 
Sth  August  last,  your  Hon’ble  Court 
will  observe  that  Captain  Canning 
demanded  of  us,  through  his 
Attorney  at  Law^  reimbursement  for 
the  loss  which  he  asserts  to  have  sus¬ 
tained  from  the  inferior  quality  of 
the  opium  purchased  by  him  in  1789/ 
90  amounting  to  current  rupees 
2,74,087  with  interest  from  the  year 
1792,  intimating  that  if  wg  refused 
payment  of  the  money,  he  should 
prosecute  the  Company  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  the  amount  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature. 

46.  We  in  consequence  referred  all 

20th  September. 

Salt,  Opium,  Advocate  General, 
Custom.  gave  it  as  his 

opinion  that  in  the  event  of  Captain 
Canning’s  instituting  a  suit  against 
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the  Company,  it  might  be  success¬ 
fully  defended. 


47.  Captain  Canning  having  com¬ 
menced  the  suit,  we,  at  the  recom- 

, ,  ,  .  ^  ,  mendation  of  the 

i4th  November  .  ,  ^  ^ 

Advocate  General, 

determined  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 
clause  in  the  Charter,  which  allows 
a  period  of  two  years  to  the  Company 
for  entering  their  appearance  in  any 
action  brought  against  them.  The 
reasons  which  the  Advocate  General 
assigned  for  this  recommendation 
were  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  Mr.  Canning’s  demand,  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  others  of  a  similar  nature 
might  be  brought  forward,  the  vacan¬ 
cies  on  the  bench,  there  being  only 
tw^o  judges  ;  the  opportunity  it  afford¬ 
ed  of  acquainting  your  Hon’ble  Court 
of  the  action  having  been  brought 
against  the  Company  and  the  time  it 
would  give  you  to  send  out  instruc¬ 
tions  before  the  question  could  be 
brought  to  legal  issue. 


48.  In  consequence  of  this  deter¬ 
mination,  Messrs.  Perreau  and 
Palling,  Captain  Canning’s  creditors, 
and  at  whose  requisition  he  states 
that  he  has  demanded  payment  of 
the  money  in  question  from  the  Com¬ 
pany,  addressed  us,  requesting  that 
the  Company’s  attorney  might  be 
directed  to  plead  to  the  action 
brought  by  them  in  the  name  of 
Captain  Canning,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  examine  certain 
witnesses  whose  arrival  they  expected 
during  the  present  season,  as  w^ell  as 
others  w^ho  were  then  at  Calcutta  in 
support  of  their  demand,  and  thereby 
avoid  the  expence  to  which  they 
w^ould  be  subject  in  consequence  of 
their  intending  to  detain  these  wit¬ 
nesses  at  Calcutta  until  the  time  of 
the  trial.  They  at  the  same  time 
suggested  a  reference  of  the  claim  to 
arbitration,  but  for  the  reasons  stated 
by  the  Advocate  General  in  his  letter 
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(85  to  86)  China  funds  and  mili¬ 
tary  siibiects  relative  to  Fort  Marl- 
bro’. 

(87)  In  the  event  of  retaining  the 
settlement  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island, 
to  adopt  measures  we  may  deem 
most  conducive  to  it’s  prosperity. 


recorded  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
2nd  January,  we  declined  a  compli- 
ance  with  either  of  their  propositions. 
At  his  recommendation,  however,  we 
informed  Messrs.  Perreau  and  Palling 
that  although  we  meant  to  reserve  to 
the  Company  the  full  and  free  exer¬ 
cise  of  their  right  of  appearing  and 
pleading  to  the  action  in  question  at 
such  time  as  should  be  deemed  more 
advisable,  yet  that  there  was  not  at 
present  any  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Company’s  appearing  and  plead¬ 
ing  would  be  thought  advisable  for 
several  months,  but  that  this  appear¬ 
ance  would  probably  be  postponed  for 
nearly,  and  perhaps  more  than,  a 
year,  and  that  if  they  should,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  intimation,  think  pro¬ 
per  to  decline  detaining  their  intend¬ 
ed  witnesses  at  Calcutta,  and  thereby 
in  a  future  stage  of  the  cause  require 
sometime  for  the  purpose  of  recalling 
them  in  order  to  procure  their  atten¬ 
dance,  we  should  direct  our  law 
officers  to  comply  with  any  applica¬ 
tion  they  might  make  with  respect 
to  the  extent  of  that  time  as  far,  and 
on  such  terms,  as  those  officers  should 
think  compatible  with  your  interests. 

49.  With  regard  to  the  merits  of 
Captain  Canning’s  case,  on  a  full 
consideration  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  it,  we  are  of  opinion  that  no  indem¬ 
nification  should  be  allowed  to  him, 
and  that  the  Company  should  stand 
suit  in  the  event  of  his  prosecuting 
his  claim  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature. 

50.  Need  no  reply. 


51.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  have  al¬ 
ready  been  informed  of  our  having 
withdrawn  the  settlement  at  the 
Andamans,  and  of  the  measures  we 
have  adopted  with  respect  to  this 
settlement ;  we  shall  at  present  only 
observe  that  it’s  future  prosperity  will 
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(88  to  94)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  need  no  reply. 

(95)  Lieutenant  Hoare’s  survey  of 
the  Jumna-  with  the  papers  and  plans 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  Hon  hie 
Court. 

(96)  Canal  between  the  Ganges 
and  Houghley. 

(97)  Plants  sent  to  the  royal 
garden. 

(98)  Paragraph  that  requires  no 
reply. 

(99)  i\pprobation  of  the  building 
a  new  accommodation  yatch, 

(100)  Approve  of  regulations  res¬ 
pecting  pensions  to  pilots. 

(101)  Paragraph  that  requires  no 
reply. 

(102)  Have  desired  the  Bombay 
Government  to  call  on  Lieutenant 
Fraser  respecting  the  cost  of  the 
Hoogley  schooner. 

(103)  Adverting  to  paragraph  that  ' 
requires  no  reply. 

(104)  Approve  of  the  sale  of  the 
Jackall  packet. 

(105)  Adverting  to  paragraph  that 
requires  no  reply. 

(106)  Approve  of  the  penalty  bond 
to  be  executed  by  persons  taking 
native  servants  from  India. 

(107)  Approve  of  the  order  res¬ 
pecting  the  balance  to  Mr.  Harding, 
account  the  ship  Pearl. 

(108)  Report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  state  of 
the  Bengal  Marine  to  be  sent  home ; 
approve  resolutions  on  the  report  and 
the  regulations  for  the  Marine  boys 
for  the  pilot  service  will  be  sent  out 


essentially  depend  on  some  legal 
jurisdiction  being  established  over 
the  settlers.  On  this  subject  we  have 
already  fully  addressed  your  Hon’ble 
Court. 

52.  Need  no  reply. 

53.  We  have  not  yet  received 
Lieutenant  Hoai’e’s  survey,  but  shall 
call  upon  him  to  know'  what  progress 
he  has  made  in  it. 


54.  Need  no  reply. 


55.  No  reply. 


56.  Copy  of  this  report  we  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  a  number  in 
the  packet.  We  have  directed  a  copy 
of  this  paragraph  to  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  their  Tvlarine  De¬ 
partment  for  their  information  and 
guidance. 
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(109)  Appointment  of  a  successor 
to  Mr.  Tasweil  left  to  the  Governor 
General  in  Council 


(110)  Mr.  Walter  Ewer  nominated 
to  succeed  Mr.  Boswell  as  Marine 
Store  Keeper, 

(111)  Pension  of  sicca  Rs.  300  per 
month  confirmed  to  Mr.  Tomkins, 
late  Deputy  Master  Attendant. 

(112)  Approve  Capt.  Canning’s 
appointment  to  be  Deputy  Master 
Attendant  to  succeed  as  Master 
Attendant  after  Mr.  Allen. 

(113)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  require  no  reply. 

(114)  Copies  of  Lieutenant  Hayes’s 
survey  to  be  transmitted  home. 

(115  &  116)  Writers  and  free  mari¬ 
ners  appointed  in  further  part  of  the 
number  of  the  present  season. 

(117)  Duplicate  of  the  letter  of  the 
3rd  July  1795  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Nabob  of  Luenowt 


57.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  have  al¬ 
ready  been  informed  that  Mr.  Tas- 
w^ell  has  proceeded  to  Fort  St.  George, 
and  that  Mr.  John  Shore  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Tasweil  in 
the  office  of  Secretary  to  the  Marine 
Board. 

58.  Needs  no  reply. 


59.  Needs  no  reply. 


60.  Needs  no  reply. 


61.  Needs  no  reply. 

62.  The  copies  of  this  publication 
have  not  yet  been  received  by  us. 

63.  Need  no  reply. 


64.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  has  been 
already  informed  from  the  Political 
Department  that  the  letter  has  been 
presented  to  His  Highness, 


Answer  to  the  letter  from  the  Hon' hie  the  Court,  dated  31st  August  1796 


(1)  Date  of  last  advices  27th  July. 

(2)  Acknowledging  receipt  of  our 
dispatches. 

(3)  Transmitting  copy  of  the  13th 
article  of  the  American  Treaty. 


(4)  Desiring  our  attention  to  that 
part  of  the  articles  prohibiting  Ame¬ 
rican  citizens,  in  common  with  other 
foreigners,  settling  or  residing  in  the 
Company’s  territories  without  the 
permission  of  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment. 


65.  Needs  no  reply. 

66.  Needs  no  reply. 

67.  Replied  to  in  the  14th  para¬ 
graph  of  our  letter  in  the  Secret  De¬ 
partment  of  the  31st  December  last 
by  the  Dublin. 

68.  We  shall  not  fail  to  pay  due 
attention  to  this  part  of  the  treaty. 
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(5j  In  the  event  of  the  Govern-  69.  Copy  of  this  paragraph  has 

ment  of  Fort  St.  George  being  vacated  been  transmitted  to  Alajor  General 

bv  Lord  Hobart,  General  Clarke  to  Clarke, 
take  charge  of  the  government  until 
the  arrival  of  a  successor  to  His  Lord- 
ship. 

(6)  iMr.  Edward  More  appointed  a  70.  Needs  no  reply, 

u  liter  on  this  establishment. 

|7)  Rates  of  passage  money.  71.  These  regulations  have  been 

duly  published. 


Europe  Ships 


72.  In  our  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  we  advised  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  our 
having,  in  consequence  of  the  application  from  the  Bombay  Government  for 
tonnage,  dispatched  your  ships  Essex^  Asia,  Manshipy  and  William  Pitt  to 
Bombay  wdth  2,745  tons  unoccupied  for  the  reception  of  the  investment  and 
private  goods  at  that  Presidency.  Subsequent  to  the  dispatch  of  these  ships, 
we  received  a  letter  from  the  Government  of  Bombay  acquainting  us,  that 
they  had  taken  up  the  ship  Prmcess  Royal  of  tons  800,  and  had  applied  to 
the  Government  of  Fort  Saint  George  to  supply  them  with  tons  1,945. 

73.  This  application  from  the  Bombay  Government  to  Madras  appears 
to  have  been  made  before  the  receipt  of  our  letter,  intimating  our  intentions 
to  send  unoccupied  tonnage  from  hence  to  supply  their  deficiency  :  but  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  receipt  of  the  information  from  Bombay  of  their  having  applied 
to  Madras  for  tonnage,  w^e  informed  the  Madras  Government  of  the  dispatch 
of  four  ships  abovementioned  to  Bombay,  that  they  might  regulate  the  dis 
posal  of  the  surplus  tonnage  at  their  command  accordingly. 

74.  At  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  w^e  had  directed  the 


Consn.  27th 
March. 


ships  Lord  Camden j  Biishridge,  Phoenix,  and  Lord  Hawhes- 
bury  to  be  provided  with  cargoes  to  be  dispatched  to 
England  wdth  all  possible  expedition. 


75.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  address  from  the  commanders  of 
these  ships,  and  the  report  of  your  Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject,  copies  of 
which  are  sent  numbers  in  the  packet,  we  resolved  to  detail  these,  as  w^ell  as 
the  other  regular  ships  now  here,  until  June  or  July  next,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  to  dispatch  all  the  extra  ships  as  fast  as  they  could  be  loaded. 


76.  The  destination  of  the  above  mentioned  regular  ships  has  been  since 


altered,  as  you  will  be  advised  from  the  Secret  Department. 


77.  From  the  letter  from  Mr,  Bebb  recorded  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
27th  IMarch  last,  you  will  observe  that  he  has  advanced  from  the  money  con¬ 
signed  to  him  for  defraying  the  expence s  of  the  ships  etc.,  at  Ceylon  to  the 
commander  of  the  Bengal  freighted  ship  Exeter,  waiting  for  convoy  at 
Colombo,  the  sum  of  Spanish  dollars  one  thousand  and  one  hundred  on  the 
growing  demurrage  of  the  ship,  to  be  repaid  to  your  Honhle  Court  at  the 
exchange  of  five  shillings  per  dollar  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  in  the  river 
Thames.  But  as  the  demurrage,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  charterparty, 
does  not  become  due  till  the  ship’s  arrival  in  the  Thames,  the  commander 
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has  agreed  to  pay  such  legal  interest  on  the  advance  as  your  Hon’blc  Court 
may  think  proper  to  demand. 

78.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  3rd  April,  you  will  find  recorded  a  letter 
and  minute  from  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject  of  sundry  proposals 
made  to  them  for  freight  to  be  sent  to  Europe,  and  one  from  Mr.  B.  C.  Birch 
offering  to  hire  your  ship  the  Tellicherry  ;  the  Company  to  advance  one  third 
of  the  cost  of  the  goods,  and  to  be  reimbursed  from  the  proceeds  in  England 
at  the  exchange  of  2s.  7d.  per  sicca  rupee. 

79.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  stated  that  this  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  balance  of  the  funds  allotted  to  them  for  the  purchase  of  gruff  goods  in 
the  past  year,  as  detailed  in  their  minute,  would  be  the  means  of  procuring 
a  larger  quantity  of  freight  for  the  surplus  tonnage  then  on  our  hands,  than 
could  be  obtained  by  purchase  of  goods,  we  authorised  them  to  accept  the 
proposals  with  the  exception  of  those  of  Messrs  Lambert  Ross  &  Co.,  as  well 
as  for  appropriating  to  this  purpose  the  sums  due  from  Messrs  Colvins  and 
Bazett,  and  Messrs  Cockerell  Trail  &  Co.  for  freight  and  the  short  shipped 
goods  in  the  last  season. 

80.  We  transmit  to  you  a  number  in  the  packet  copies  of  three  letters 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  the  20th  and  23rd  December  last  and  the 
1st  ultimo,  submitting  sundry  applications  from  individuals  to  have  their  ships 
chartered  by  the  Company,  and  afterwards  refreighted  to  them  for  the  port 
of  London  wdth  such  goods  as  individuals  are  permitted  to  load  on  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  chartered  ships. 

81.  From  the  quantity  of  tonnage  sent  out  by  your  Hon’ble  Court,  we 
had  no  hesitation  in  rejecting  these  offers,  but  we  beg  leave  to  draw  your 
particular  attention  to  these  letters,  as  containing  a  full  discussion  of  the 
policy  freighting  Bengal  built  ships  to  carry  home  the  goods  of  individuals. 

Miscellafiea 

82.  We  transmit  to  you  a  number  in  the  packet,  copies  of  letters  address¬ 
ed  to  us  by  the  Marine  Board,  submitting  proposals  from  Captain  Patrick 
Campbell  of  the  Ranger^  for  erecting  marine  pyramids  in  the  river  similar  to 
those  erected  at  Liverpool  and  in  other  ports  of  Great  Britain. 

83.  In  consideration  of  the  circumstances  stated  by  the  Marine  Board 
we  have  agreed  to  accept  of  Captain  Campbell’s  service  on  the  conditions  re¬ 
commended  by  that  Board,  and  the  result  of  the  experiment  will  be  hereafter 
communicated  to  you. 

84.  Captain  Campbell  on  his  services  being  accepted  represented  to  us, 
that  the  first  and  second  officers  of  the  Ranger  were  totally  unqualified  for  the 
charge  of  her,  and  recommended  to  us  Mr.  John  Hengston  Bythewood  2nd 
mate  of  the  Lascelles  as  fully  qualified  for  the  trust ;  Captain  Kempt  of  the 
hascelles  having  added  his  testimony  to  that  of  Captain  Campbell  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Bythewood,  we  appointed  him  to  the  command  of  the  Ranger. 

85.  From  the  want  of  proper  apartments  for  depositing  and  arranging  the 

Consn  voluminous  records  which  have  accumulated  in  the 

Mardi^  *  Council  House,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  keeping  them 

in  boxes  and  cases,  in  the  public  offices,  wherever  room  could 
be  spared  for  their  reception,  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  give  that 
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constant  attention  to  them  which  is  requisite  for  the  preservation  of  papers  in 
this  country  from  the  insects  and  die  climates. 

86.  It  accordingly  appeared  on  an  examination  of  the  records,  that  many 
of  die  proceedings  and  papers  of  the  early  periods  of  your  Government  had 
been  nearly  destroyed  or  greatly  damaged,  or  were  altogether  missing,  whilst 
others  of  a  more  recent  date,  were  from  the  causes  above  specified  in  a  state 
of  decay. 

87.  We  therefore  deemed  it  of  essential  importance,  that  no  time  should 

be  lost  in  providing  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  public  records;  and 
accordingly  ordered  an  apartment  to  be  built  adjoining  to  the  Council  House, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  depositing,  and  arranging  die  records  on  a  plan 
laid  before  us  by  our  Secretary.  The  expence  of  the  building  is  estimated  by 
the  Civil  Architect  at  sicca  Rs.  14,979-8  and  the  cost  of  the  wooden  frames  on 
which  the  records  are  to  be  kept,  will  be  about  sicca  Rs.  5,000,  making  altogether 
19,979-8.  j 

88.  The  apartment  is  suflfciently  spacious  to  hold  not  only  all  the  existing 
records,  but  those  which  may  be  expected  to  be  accumulated  for  many  years ; 
and  independent  of  the  primary  consideration  of  their  preservation,  the  refer¬ 
ence  to  them  will  be  greatly  facihtated  from  the  manner  in  ivhich  they  will 
be  arranged,  at  the  same  time  that  the  removal  of  them  from  the  places  in 
which  they  are  at  present  kept,  will  afford  considerable  additional  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  public  offices  where  much  ’  inconvenience  is  experienced  for 
want  of  room  for  the  transaction  of  the  public  business. 

Compands  Servants 

89.  The  Reverend  Thomas  Blanshard  having  resigned  the  office  of  Senior 
Chaplain  at  this  Presidency  and  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to  Europe 
on  the  Thomas  with  his  family,  had  embarked,  but  an  accident  happening  to 
the  ship,  just  as  she  wns  on  the  point  of  sailing  with  the  other  extra  ships 
to  Trincomali  to  join  the  convoy  at  that  place,  the  commander  was  compelled 
to  return  with  her  to  Calcutta.  The  commander  of  the  Prince  Frederick  one 
of  the  extra  ships  with  which  the  Thomas  w^as  to  have  sailed  received 
hlr.  Blanshard  on  board  of  his  ship,  and  accommodated  him  with  a  passage 
to  Europe.  We  trust  that  the  emergency  of  the  case  will  induce  your  Hon’ble 
Court  to  exonerate  the  commander  of  the  Prince  Frederick  from  the  conse¬ 
quences  to  which  he  may  be  liable  from  having  rceived  passengers  on  his  ship 
without  an  order  from  Government. 

90.  Mr.  George  Johnstone  has  obtained  our  permission  to  resign  the 
service  and  proceed  to  Emrope  on  account  of  his  private  affairs,  and  w^e  beg 
leave  to  recommend,  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  return  with  his  rank  in 
the  service  in  the  event  of  his  making  application  for  that  purpose  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  Act. 

91.  The  following  appointments  have  taken  place  since  our  advices  of 
the  2nd  instant :  Mr.  William  Spodding,  Assistant  in  the  Accountant  General’s 
Office ;  Mr.  Robert  Brooke,  Assistant  to  the  Register  of  Rungpore  ;  Mr.  Robert 
Digby  Brooke,  Assistant  to  the  Commercial  Resident  at  Soonamooky ;  Mr.  John 
Patterson,  Second  Assistant  to  the  Commercial  Resident  at  Dacca ;  Mr.  John 
Forsyth,  Second  Assistant  to  the  Commercial  Resident  at  Luckypore. 
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Commander  in  Chief 

92.  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copy  of  a  letter  dated  ist  of 
March  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  at  Fort  St.  George  received  here 
by  express  on  the  12th  following,  enclosing  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  19th  Febru¬ 
ary  from  Lieutt.  General  Sir  Robert  Abercroraby,  transmitting  his  resignation 
of  the  office  of  Commander  in  Chief  and  of  second  member  in  Council. 

93.  Lieutenant  General  Alured  Clarke,  whom  your  Hon’ble  Court  in  your 
General  letter  of  the  4th  May  1796  had  appointed  to  succeed  as  Commander 
in  Chief  and  second  member  of  Council  on  the  death,  resignation  or  coming 
away  of  Lieutt.  General  Sir  Robert  Abercromby,  arrived  here  on  the  15th 
of  March  in  His  Majesty’s  frigate  Heroine.  On  the  16th  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Board  w^as  convened  when,  agreeably  to  your  standing  orders  of  the 
5th  April  1793,  the  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to  Lieutenant  General 
Alured  Clarke  and  he  took  his  seat  at  the  Board. 

94.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows : 


State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  29th  [vie]  April  1797 


Ready  money 
Gold  mohurs 
Siccas 
Copper 

Bills  recei\’abic 


44,144-4-0 


7,06,308-  0-0 
3,98,957-  0-0 
41,727-10-1 


11,46,992-10-7 

2,911-12-3 


Unsorted  treasure 

Balance  account  deposit  ...  9,56,538-15-1 1 
Accountant  General,  Sup¬ 
reme  Court  ...  ...  8,872-  1-  4 


Ditto — ditto  IMayor’s  Court 
Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Loans  @  12  per  cent 

Ditto - -ditto  on  which  the 

interest  has  ceased 
Register  debt 


Sa.  Rs.  ,  11,49,904-  6-4 
62,000-  0-0 


9,65,411-1-3 

90,457-1-3 

31,122-6-9 

15,58,879-0-0 

900-2-5 

3,67,55,838-1-9 

-  3,94,02,607-13-5 


Fort  William, 
30th  Aprd  1797. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Hon’ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful,  humble  servants 


(Original  per  Zephyr. 
Duplicate  per  Rose. 
Triplicate  per  Houghton) 
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LETTER  DATED  15  AUGUST  1797 

llliitehill  and  Spencer^  sitting  members  of  the  Bonibav  Council  object 
to  resigning  their  seats — expiry  of  engagements  xrith  the  shroffs  of  Benares  for 
supplying  the  Bombay  treasury. 

To  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’bie  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  on  the  30th  of 
April  last. 

2.  By  this  conveyance  we  transmit  to  your  Hon’ble  Court,  our  broken 
set  of  proceedings  from  the  6th  March  to  this  date  with  an  index. 

Governor  General 

3.  In  our  letter  under  date  the  2nd  March  last,  we  informed  your 
Hon’ble  Court,  that  the  Governor  General  had  proceeded  to  Lucknow.  He 
returned  to  the  Presidency  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  resumed  his  seat  in 
Council. 


Bombay 

4.  On  the  receipt  of  your  orders  at  Bombay  under  date  the  25th  of 
May  1796,  appointing  Sh  Charles  Warre  Maletd  and  Mr.  Rivett-  provisional 
members  of  Council,  Messrs  Whitehill  and  Spencer  the  sitting  members,  and 
the  nominees  of  the  Governor,  objected  to  resigning  their  seats. 

5.  Messrs  Whitehill  and  Spencer  stated  that  from  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  had  been  called  to  the  Board,  a  doubt  arose  in  their  minds 
of  the  legality  and  propriety  of  their  vacating  their  seats  in  Council  ante¬ 
cedent  to  the  arrival  of  IMr.  Griffith,  the  final  acquittal  or  conviction  of 
Mr.  Stevens,  or  their  removal  by  the  special  order  of  your  Hon’ble  Court. 

6.  On  a  reference  to  your  solicitor  at  Bombay,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  Messrs  Whitehill  and  Spencer  were  entitled  to  retain  their  seats  under 
the  prescriptions  of  the  legislature,  and  the  orders  of  your  Hon'ble  Court. 
Mr.  Rivett  not  being  satisfied  with  this  opinion,  the  Government  of  Bombay 
referred  the  wffiole  of  their  proceedings  to  us. 

7.  Having  directed  the  case  to  be  laid  before  our  Advocate  General,  he 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  on  the  grounds  stated  at  large  in  his  report  recorded 
on  our  proceedings  of  the  17th  April,  that  Messrs  Whitehill  and  Spencer  had 
not  any  legal  right  to  act  as  Counsellors  of  Bombay  under  their  respective 
appointments  by  Mr.  Duncan  :  but  that  they  should  withdraw  from  Council 
there,  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  intentions,  and  to  the  several  appointments 
and  orders  both  provisional  and  absolute,  contained  in  your  letters  to  Bombay 
of  the  25th  May  and  25th  August  last. 
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8.  The  Vice-President  in  Council  not  being  competent  to  decide  on  die 
reference  under  the  Act  of  Parliament,  the  papers  were  referred  to  the 
Governor  General  for  his  decision  on  the  subject. 

9.  He  deemed  it  proper,  however,  in  the  meantime,  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  our  Advocate  General’s  opinion  direct  to  Bombay,  and  immediately  on 

Consn  17  th  receipt  of  it,  Messrs  Whitehill  and  Spencer  vacated  their 

April,  Law  seats  in  Council  without  waiting  for  the  decision  of  the 

Department.  Governor  General,  w^hich  corresponded  wdth  the  sentiments  of 

our  law  officers.  For  the  correspondence  on  this  subject,  w^e  beg  leave  to 
refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin. 

10.  The  existing  engagements  with  the  shroffs  of  Benares  for  supplying 
the  Bombay  Treasury,  expiring  at  the  end  of  August,  we  requested  the 
Bombay  Government  to  enter  into  a  fresh  contract  for  the  monthly  supply  of 
their  treasury  with  money  for  one  year  more,  for  bills  to  be  drawn  by  them 
on  tire  Collector  of  Benares,  payable,  as  usual,  tw^enty  one  days  after  sight, 
to  an  extent  not  exceeding  two  lacks  of  rupees  per  mensem. 

11.  We  judged  it  proper  to  desire  that  a  reduction  might  be  made  of 
one  lack  of  rupees  per  mensem  in  the  usual  amount  of  the  annual  contract,  in 
the  hope,  that  more  favorable  terms  might  be  obtained  for  the  Company  in 
the  negotiation  with  tire  shroffs  in  consequence  of  such  reduction  and  in  the 
expectation  that  the  Bombay  Government  would  receive  subscriptions  to  the 
remittance  loan  and  tw^elve  per  cent  loans  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

12.  We  also  requested  the  Bombay  Government  to  encourage,  as  much 
as  possible,  subscriptions  to  those  loans  to  the  extent  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  relieve  us  from  any  further  call  for  pecuniary  aid  beyond  the  sum  above- 
mentioned,  and  that  they  w^ould  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  probable 
amount  of  supplies  to  be  expected  from  those  sources.  We  however  autho¬ 
rized  the  Bombay  Government,  in  the  meantime,  to  continue  to  draw  bills 
at  par  either  upon  us,  or  upon  the  Collector  of  Moorshedabad,  agreeably 
to  the  terms  of  the  advertisement  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette  under 
date  the  21st  of  October  1796. 

13.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  7th  of  August  is  recorded  a  letter  from 
Bombay  informing  us,  that  in  consequence  of  the  Accountant  General  at  that 
settlement  having  been  instructed  to  renew  the  engagements  with  the  shroffs 
for  a  monthly  supply  of  cash,  that  officer  had  reported,  that  the  result  of  his 
negociation  with  them  was  not  likely  to  prove  favorable,  and  that  tlie  Board, 
therefore,  to  obviate  the  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from  an  interrup¬ 
tion  in  the  supplies,  had  advised  the  Chief  at  Surat  and  Resident  at  Poonah 
of  these  circumstances,  and  authorized  them  respectively  to  draw  on  Benares, 
Calcutta,  or  Moorshedabad  for  such  sums  as  they  might  be  able  to  procure, 
not  exceeding  a  lack  and  a  half  of  rupees  at  the  rate  of  973^^  for  100  Benares 
siccaSj  and  51  days’  sight,  or  on  such  better  terms  as  might  be  procurable. 

Europe  Ships 

14.  Captain  Owen,  the  commander  of  the  Union y  and  Captain  Campbell, 
the  late  commander  of  the  Ranger,  having  applied  to  us  for  certain  supplies 
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account  o£  their  ships’  expenses,  we  advanced  to  tlie  former  szcci* 
Rs.  4310--5-6  and  to  the  latter  sicca  Rs.  5,172-6-7  for  which 
Mi\  Charnock  will  account  with  your  Hon’blc  Court  in 
England. 

The  Lord  Macartney  having  undergone  a  repair  and  been  surveyed 
bv  the  proper  officers,  we,  in  consequence  of  their  report, 
signified  to  Captain  Hay  that  his  ship  was  re-admitted  into 
the  Company’s  service. 

16.  Bv  this  conveyance  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  receive  an  address  from 
the  commanders  of  your  ships  on  the  subject  of  being  allotved  a  certain  com¬ 
pensation  at  the  expiration  of  their  engagements  with  their 
owners  to  prevent  their  experiencing  any  distress  at  a  period 
when  length  of  service  renders  them  unfit  to  be  employed. 

Tlie  duplicate  was  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Castor. 

17.  On  the  22nd  May  Captain  Willoughby,  commander  of  the  Thomas^ 
applied  to  us  for  an  advance  of  sicca  Rs.  14,000  to  defray  his  ship's  expences, 

and  Captain  hlacullock  of  the  Walter  Boyd  having  made  an 
application  to  be  supplied  with  sicca  Rs.  12,000  for  a  similar 
purpose,  we  complied  with  both  requests,  as  recommended 
bv  the  Board  of  Trade. 


of  cash  on 

Consn. 
May. 

15. 

Consn.  8th 
Mav. 


Consn.  i5th 
Mav. 


18.  In  consequence  of  a  recommendation  from  the  Board  of  Trade, 
the  commander  of  the  Lio7i  was  also  supplied  with  sicca  Rs.  6,000  but,  as  the 
Lion's  dispatches  had  left  the  Presidency  several  days  prior  to  this  application, 
we  think  it  proper  to  notice  to  your  Hon’ble  Court,  that  as  the  furnishing 
of  Captain  Thomson  with  sicca  Rs.  6,000  was  a  matter  of  mere  accommodation, 
the  Company  ought  not  to  be  charged  with  demurrage  for  any  detention  of 
the  ship,  arising  from  the  above  circumstance. 


19.  The  ship  Surprize  having  been  obliged  to  put  back  to  Fulta,  owing  to 
her  having  lost  her  windlass,  anchor  and  cable,  besides  other  damages,  and 
as  it  appeared  that  she  must  have  been  further  detained, 
unless  the  commander  had  been  supplied  with  sicca  Rs.  4,000 
to  discharge  the  sum  due  on  account  of  her  repairs,  we  made 
the  requisite  advance,  for  w’hich  that  ship’s  owners  will  be  accountable  to  your 
Hon’ble  Court  in  England. 


Consn.  5th 
June. 


20.  The  commanders  of  the  undermentioned  ships  having  made  appli¬ 
cation  to  us,  through  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  supplies  of 
cash  in  consequence  of  their  being  ordered  on  service,  w^e  in 
compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  thought 
proper  to  advance  to  them  the  following  sums  vizt., 

Sicca  Rs. 


Consn.  I9tli 
June. 


Commander  of  the  Royal  Admiral 
Do.  of  the  Lascelles 

Do.  of  the  Fitt 


9,182-  6-0 
8,433-  0-0 
13,120-11-0 


for  which  the  owners  of  the  ships  also  will  be  accountable  to  you  in  England. 


21.  The  commander  of  the  Phoenix  having  informed  ijs  that  he  had 
several  charges  to  prefer  against  Mr.  Gillon,  his  3rd  officer,  and  requested 
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that  a  court  of  enquiry  might  be  assembled  to  investigate  them,  we  dhected 
the  Marine  Board  to  appoint  a  court  of  enquiry  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  John  Gillon,  and  of  the  three  charges  alleged  by  the 
Consn.  21st  commander  of  the  Phoenix,  namely  drunkenness  on  duty,  and 
disobedience  of  orders,  and  ungentlcmanlike  behaviour,  the 
committee  found  him  guilty  of  the  1st  charge,  and  also  of  the  3rd  charge. 
We,  in  consequence,  dismissed  Mr.  Gillon  from  his  situation  of  3rd  officer  on 
board  the  Phoeiiix,  and  directed  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  embark 
in  one  of  the  first  ships  sailing  for  England. 

22.  We  have  concluded  a  contract  with  Ookur  Dutt,  the  late  contractor, 

Consn-  23rd  sloops  for  the  transportation  of  the  Com 

June.  pany’s  goods  to  and  from  the  ships. 

23.  In  consequences  of  a  report  from  the  Assistant  Deputy  Master  Atten* 

dant  of  the  15th  June,  that  the  General  Goddard  had  com- 
June^^^'  pleted  her  repairs,  we  readmitted  her  into  the  Company’s 

service. 

24.  The  extra  ship  Surprize,  having  been  again  obliged  to  put 
back,  and  the  commander  having,  in  consequence,  applied 
to  us  through  the  Board  of  Trade  for  a  supply  of 
cash,  we  advanced  to  him  the  sum  of  sicca  Rs.  5,181-8 

on  the  usual  terms. 

25.  The  commander  of  the  extra  ships  Princess  Mary  and  Martha  made 
apphcations  to  us  for  an  allowance  in  consequence  of  the  additional  heavy 

expence  which  they  would  be  at  for  a  table  for  themeslves 
and  their  officers,  while  employed  in  the  present  service ; 
and,  although  w^e  declined  complying  with  similar  requests 
from  the  commanders  of  the  dismantled  ships,  we  thought  it  just  to  allow  the 
commanders  of  the  Princess  Mary  and  Martha  some  remuneration,  as  they 
have  not,  like  the  commanders  of  the  dismantled  ships,  any  privilege  trade 
home,  nor  are  they  entitled  to  any  from  port  to  port  in  India ;  and 
accordingly  granted  to  the  commanders  of  each  of  the  above  ships  the  sum 
of  sicca  rupees  200  per  month  for  the  above  purpose. 


Consn.  i4th 
July. 


Consn.  21st 
July. 


26.  The  commanders  of  the  Martha  and  Princess  Mary,  also  applied 
to  us  for  an  advance  of  cash  to  defray  then*  ships’  expences,  and,  as  they 
stated  their  inability  to  procure  it  in  the  way  pointed  out  in  their  charter- 
parties,  and  that  unless  assisted  by  us  they  should  be  unable  to  discharge 
the  demands  against  them  on  account  their  ships,  we  complied  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  advance  to  them  for  bills  on  their 
owners  of  the  following  sums  vizt., 

‘  Martha  ...  ...  ...  ...  Sicca  Rs.  5,600. 

Prificess  Mary  ...  ...  ...  ...  „  8,000. 


27.  We  have  recei\'ed  protests  from  the  commanders  of  the  under- 

Consn.  28tli  mentioned  ships  in  behalf  of  their  owners  vizt., 

July. 

Commander  of  the  Hawkeshury. 

Do.  of  the  Lord  Macartney. 

Do.  of  the  Phoe?iix. 
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23. 

Coiisn.  1 1  th 
August. 


have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  Hon’bie  Court  that  the 
Ceres,  Marquis  of  Lansdown,  Houghton,  King  George  and 
Minerva,  arrived  at  Madras  from  England  on  the  27th  of  June. 


Marine 


29.  have  the  honor  to  forward  by  this  conveyance,  an  indent  re¬ 

ceived  from  the  Superintendant  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island.  On  referring  the 


Consii.  3rd 
Mav. 


Consn.  29th 
Mav. 


indent  to  the  Marine  Board,  they  were  of  opinion,  that  only 
half  of  it  should  be  complied  with ;  w'e  have  only  to  state 
our  concurrence  in  the  opinion  of  the  Alarine  Board,  and  to 
recommend  that  the  stores  be  sent  out  accordingly,  not  doubting  but  they  will 
meet  with  a  ready  and  advantageous  sale. 

30.  On  these  proceedings  is  recorded  a  letter  from  die  Marine  Board 
forwarding  with  other  papers  for  transmission  to  you,  indents  for  naval  stores 

required  for  the  Hon’ble  Company's  Marine  in  Bengal,  as 
well  as  for  individuals  and,  in  compliance  with  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Marme  Board,  we  beg  leave  to  request  of 
your  Hon'ble  Court  to  give  directions,  that  all  the  articles,  applied  for  in  their 
indents  may  be  furnished.  The  indents  formed  Nos.  20  and  21  of  the  Public 
dispatches  by  the  extra  ship  Castor. 

31.  In  consideration  of  the  good  character  of  Mr.  William  Chiives,  late 
boatswain  of  the  Ganges  pilot  schooner,  and  of  his  being  disabled  by  the  loss 

of  his  limb  on  service,  we  have  been  induced  to  deviate  from 
June^^^'  general  rule,  agreeably  to  which  he  would  only  be  en¬ 

titled  of  a  pension  of  24  Rs.  13  As.  5  Ps.  per  month,  and,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  grant  him  the  sum  of  sicca  Rs.  38  per  month,  being  the  amount  of 
the  full  pay  of  his  rank. 


Company's  Servants 


32.  The  following  arrangements  and  appointments  have  taken  place 
since  our  last  advices  in  this  Department.  Mr.  Robert  Digby  Brooke  re¬ 
moved  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 

Alfv  Revenue,  and  appointed  an  assistant  under  the  Commercial 

Resident  at  Soonamooky. 

33.  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell  removed  from  the  office  of  Register  to  the 
Consn.  19th  Zillah  Court  at  BurdW'Un,  and  appointed  Sub-Secretary  to 

the  Government  in  the  Public  Department. 


Mav. 


34.  Mr.  John  William  Laing  removed  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to 
Consn.  29th  ^^he  Board  of  Trade,  and  appointed  Assistant  to  the  Collector 


Mav. 


of  Rungpore. 


Stationary 

35.  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  nos.  in  the  packet,  reports  on  the 
several  articles  of  factor's  stores  imported  this  season  on  vour  ships  William 
Pitt,  and  Pitt,  Musters  of  the  damaged  stationary  are  also  sent. 
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Miscellaneous 


36.  From  the  statement  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  29th  Alav 
you  will  observe,  that  the  actual  saving  in  the  expences  of  the  establishment 

and  charges  of  our  Secretary’s  office  in  the  twelve  months 
ending  with  April  last,  amounts  to  sicca  Rs.  1,09,020,  being 
a  considerable  excess  above  the  estimate  submitted  with  his 
report  referred  to  in  our  letter  of  the  3ist  August. 

37.  By  this  conveyance  we  forward  two  packages  containing  seeds  of 

various  kinds  from  Dr.  Roxburgh,  the  Superintendent  of  the 
3rd*Mav.^°’  Botanical  Garden,  and  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  letter  and  its  enclosures,  recorded  on  the  proceedings 
noted  in  the  margin,  for  a  description  of  their  several  names,  mode  of 
culture  etc. 


38.  We  likewise  forward  to  you  by  this  conveyance,  an  address  to  your 
Hon’ble  Court  from  Captain  D.  T.  Richardson  respecting  a  bond  for  £200 
Consn  ■’Ist  ^^'B.ich  you  have  caused  the  commander  of  the  Pitt  to  exe- 
^  penalty  for  having  received  the  infant  son  of 
Captain  Richardson  as  a  passenger  to  Europe  in  the  vear  1795, 
and  without  having  obtained  an  order  from  us  for  receiving  the  child  on 
board. 


39.  Captain  Richardson,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  his  letter,  considers 
himself  bound  to  indemnify  Captain  Manning  for  the  consequences  of  the 
deviation  from  your  instructions,  however  distressing  to  him.  It  must,  of 
course,  rest  with  your  Hon’ble  Court,  whether,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  fine  shall  be  exacted  or  not ;  at  the  same  time  we  have  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  adding,  that  from  our  knowledge  of  Captain  Richardson  s  character, 
he  would  have  been  careful  to  have  obtained  the  necessary  order  to  the  com¬ 
mander,  before  he  sent  his  child  down  to  the  ship,  had  he  been  apprized  of 
the  regulations  on  the  subject. 

40.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  followTs : 

Ready  Money 

Gold  mohurs  ...  29,053-  0-  0  4,64,848-  0-  0 

•••  ...  ...  1,20,931-  8-  0 

Copper  .  .  ...  ...  44,284-12-  3 


Bills  receivable 


6,30,064-  4-  3 
2,911-12-  3 


Sa.  Rs.  6,32,976-  0-  6 

Unsorted  treasure  ...  ...  ...  _  1  625-  0-0 

Balance  account  deposit  4,15,807-  7-10 
Accountant  General,  Su¬ 
preme  Court  ...  8,872-  1-  4 


424,679-  9-  2 
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Ditto  ditto  Mayor’s  Court 
Old  bond  debt  on  which 
interest  has  ceased 
Loans  (g,  12  per  cent 
Ditto  ditto  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Remittance  loan  of  4  th 
May  1797 
Register  debt 


90,457-  1-  3 

31,122-  6-  9 
15,58,879-  0-  0 

900-  2-  5 

17,34,801-  0-  0 
3,88,08,880-  7-  4 

-  4,26,49,719-10-1 1 


Fort  William,  We  have  the  honour  etc. 

15th  x\ugust  1797. 

{Original  per  Zephyr, 

Duplicate  per  Rose. 

Triplicate  per  Houghton.) 
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LETTER  DATED  31  OCTOBER  1797 

Loss  of  the  Ocean  and  capture  of  the  Thomas — the  Royal  Charlotte  blown 
up  at  Kedgeree — Hay  to  go  on  leave — repairs  to  be  made  at  the  New  Church — 
state  of  the  general  treasury. 

^ O  the  Court  of  Directors. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  on  the  15th  August 

last. 


2.  Bv  the  ships  of  the  first  division  now  under  dispatch,  we  have  the 
Rose  )  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  continuation  of  our  proceed- 

fpoughton  \  ings  in  this  Department  from  the  15th  August  to  31st 

October  inclusive  with  index — also  duplicates  of  our  ad¬ 
dresses  of  the  30th  April  and  15th  August  per  Zephyr. 


Thurlow  J 

Albion  '  Extra 
Britannia  'ships 
Isabella 


3.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  the  arrival 
of  the  following  ships : 


Albiofi 

Rose 

Houghton 

Lord  Thurlow 

Friendship 

Pursuit 

Britamiia 

Auspicious 

Minerva 


5th  September. 
19th  do. 

do.  do. 

20th  do. 

24th  Sept. 

1  St  Novr. 

4  th  do. 

24th  do, 
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4.  The  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  forwarded  to  us  by  the  UOisean 
frigate,  which  arrived  here  on  the  12th  September,  the  packets  brought  out 
by  the  Minerva,  Houghton,  Rose  and  Britannia  by  which  we  had  the  honor 
to  receive  your  several  advices  under  date  as  follows: 

Public  Dept. 

General  letter : 

20th  Jany.  1797. 

1st  &  22nd  March  1797. 

Commercial 

General  letter  dated  20th  Jany.  ’97. 

Do.  do.  17th  Febry.  do. 

Do.  do.  ist  March,  do. 

to  which  we  shall  reply  by  a  future  dispatch. 


Fort  St.  George 

5.  On  the  5th  of  May  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  compliance 
with  our  directions  communicated  to  them  under  date  the  31st  March 
Consn  Sth  forwarded  to  us  a  statement  together  with  copy  of  a  letter 

September.  Accountant,  showing  that  their  probable  demands 

for  assistance  from  our  treasury,  without  drawing  any  bills 
upon  your  Hon’ble  Court,  to  provide  an  investment  of  twenty  one  lacks  of 
pagodas  in  the  year  1797/8  would  amount  to  about  thirty  one  lacks  of  pagodas, 
and  soliciting  a  supply  of  specie  to  the  amount  of  five  lacks  of  pagodas  to  be 
forwarded  on  the  change  of  the  monsoon. 

6-  In  reply  to  this  letter,  we,  on  the  11th  of  August  expressed  our  regret 
to  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  that  we  found  it  impracticable  to 
contribute  immediately  any  extraordinary  relief  to  their  exigencies,  and  that 
we  should  be  happy  to  find  that  the  supplies  likely  to  be  obtained  from  their 
remittance  loan  would  reduce  the  estimated  demands  upon  Bengal,  according 
to  the  statement  which  accompanied  their  letter. 

7-  We  promised  to  use  our  endeavours  through  the  agency  of  our  Resi¬ 
dents  at  Poonah  and  Hydrabad  to  provide  as  regularly  as  possible  for  the 
payment  of  the  peishctish  of  the  Nizam,  and  that  we  should  also  continue 
to  provide  as  far  as  might  be  practicable  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  which 
composed  the  detachment  under  Major  General  Erskine,  expressing  our  hopes 
that  these  measures,  added  to  the  continuance  of  their  endeavours  to  negociate 
their  bonds,  notes  etc.,  would  considerably  reduce  the  amount  of  the  supplies 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Madras  Government  to  require  directly 
from  Bengal. 

^  8.  We  likewise  assured  them  that  altho’  the  extraordinary  services  for 
which  we  had  to  provide  were  so  great  that  we  could  not  then  promise  to 
furnish  them  with  supplies,  either  at  the  time  they  wished,  or  to  the  full  extent 
of  their  probable  exigencies,  we  should  not  omit  sending  them  such  supplies 
in  specie  as  it  might  be  in  our  power  to  furnish. 


Man  a  Phadnis 
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9.  On  the  23rd  of  September  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  furnished 
us  with  a  statement  of  their  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  official  vear 


Procgs.  20rh 
October. 


1796/7,  together  with  an  estimate  of  their  receipts  and’dis- 
bursements  for  the  current  year,  for  the  detail  of  which 
and  their  explanations,  we  must  refer  you  to  our  proceedings. 


10.  On  examination  of  these  accounts,  it  appeared  to  us  that  many  articles 
of  supply  had  been  omitted  in  the  estimate.  These  we  detailed  in  a  brief 
review  of  the  parts  of  the  estimate  which  appeared  to  us  defective,  requesting 
that  if  our  conclusion  was  erroneous  they  would  enable  us  without  delay  to 
correct  it, 

11.  In  consequence,  however,  of  their  repeated  and  urgent  calls  upon  us 
for  the  relief  of  the  pressing  exigencies  of  their  Government,  we  informed  them 
that  we  had  judged  it  necessary  to  provide  in  our  estimate  of  the  year,  supplies 
for  their  service  to  the  amount  of  66  lacks  of  swca  rupees  or  20,00,000  pagodas, 
of  which  sum  according  to  our  calculation  there  remained  to  be  supplied 
pagodas  8,75,496,  as  detailed  in  our  letter  of  the  15th  October. 


12.  We  at  the  same  time  acquainted  them  that  we  should  endeavour  to 
furnish  them  with  a  considerable  supply  of  specie  by  the  first  eligible  oppor¬ 
tunity  that  might  offer. 


Bombay 


Consn.  28tli 
August. 


13.  The  contract  with  the  shrofEs  for  the  monthly  supply  of  money  for 
the  Presidency  of  Bombay  having  expired,  and  the  failure  of  the  attempts 
of  the  Resident  at  Poonah  and  Chief  of  Surat  to  obtain 
further  supplies  by  bills  on  Benares  or  Bengal,  discouraging 
all  hopes  of  assistance  from  those  quarters,  while  the  shroffs 
at  Bombay  persevered  in  declining  to  take  the  bills  of  that  Got'ernment,  we 
pointed  out  to  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  their  using  their  utmost 
endeavours  without  delay  to  raise  money  for  their  exigencies,  and  authorizing 
them  for  this  purpose  to  open  their  treasury  immediately  for  a  loan  at 
12  per  cent. 


Cape  of  Good  Hope 


Consn.  8th 
September. 


14.  Having  received  an  application  from  Messrs.  Fairlie  Gilmore  and  Co. 
of  Calcutta  and  also  an  application  from  Captain  Stewart,  the  commander  of 

the  extra  ship  Britannia,  for  permission  to  send  some  piece 
goods  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the  Company’s  tonnage, 
it  appeared  to  us  that  the  terms  of  His  Majesty’s  Proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  18th  December,  if  literally  taken,  might  be  understood  to  prohibit 
the  solicited  permission  of  sending  goods,  the  produce  of  Bengal,  to  the  Cape ; 
we  conceived  it,  however,  to  be  more  probable  that  they  were  intended  to 
prevent  incroachment  on  the  exclusive  trade  of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
for  that  purpose  only — this  construction  we  thought  justified  by  applying 
the  term  licence’  to  the  first  as  well  as  to  the  second  restrictive  clause. 

15.  Two  reasons  might  be  urged  in  favor  of  the  application  ;  the  necessity 
and  policy  of  supplying  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  as  w^ll  as  the  Dutch 
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with  necessaries  from  India,  and  the  propriety  of  allowing  such  a  supply  to 
be  made  by  the  British  merchants  of  this  port.  We  therefore  agreed  to  comph 
with  the  applications  of  Messrs.  Fairlie  Gilmore  &  Co.  and  of  the  commander 
of  the  extra  ship  Britan7iia,  charging  the  full  freight  to  Europe  of  £22-10  per 
ton  for  law  tonnage  on  the  goods,  but  we  gave  them  to  understand  that  the 
risque  of  seizure  was  to  be  borne  by  the  proprietors  of  the  goods  and  not  bv 
the  Company,  if  any  question  should  be  made  at  the  Cape  as  to  the  legality 
of  importation. 


16.  Lord  Macartney  having  transmitted  to  us  a,  copy  of  His  Majesty’s 
orders  in  Council  of  the  28th  December  1796,  regulating  the  trade  of  the  British 
possessions  at  the  Cape,  we  thought  it  necessary  to  apprize 
His  Lordship  of  the  applications  from  individuals  to  send 
piece  goods  to  the  Cape  on  the  Company’s  tonnage  with  our 
resolutions  on  these  applications,  and  we  requested  His  Lordship  to  favor  us 
with  his  opinion  as  to  our  construction  of  His  Majesty’s  orders. 


Consn.  25th 
September. 


17.  We  likewise  requested  His  Lordship  would  express  his  opinion  as  to 
the  articles  required  for  the  use  of  the  colony  and  the  probable  consump¬ 
tion,  that  we  might  supply  them  on  the  part  of  the  Company  or  allows  them 
to  be  shipped  by  individuals  on  the  Company’s  tonnage. 


Europe  Ships 


18.  We  are  extremely  sorry  to  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  loss 
of  your  ship  the  Ocean,  Captain  A.  Patten,  which  was  wrecked  on  the 
1st  February  last,  on  an  island,  in  Lat.  7.19  S  about  75  miles  to  the  east  of  the 
Schiedam  Islands. 


19.  For  Captain  Patten’s  account  of  this  unfortunate  event  we  beg  leave 
Consn.  28th  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  the  proceedings  noted  in 

August.  the  margin. 


20.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Lascelles,  Pitt,  and  Royal  Admiral  at  Fort  St 
George,  they  w^ere  found  so  unserviceable  for  the  projected  expedition  against 
Manilla,  that  the  President  in  Council,  after  landing  and 
transhipping  the  whole  of  their  cargoes,  ordered  them 
back  to  Bengal. 


Consn. 

October. 


13th 


21.  On  their  arrival,  the  commander  of  the  Pitt  addressed  our  Board  of 
Trade,  stating  that  as  his  being  ordered  to  Madras  w^as  an  express  deviation 
Consn  6th  from  the  charterparty,  and  as  the  accidents  the  ship  met 

October.*  were  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  bad  weather  they 

experienced  in  beating  against  the  monsoon,  he  hoped  the 
expences  of  repairing  the  ship  and  fitting  her  to  receive  a  cargo  for  Europe 
w'ould  be  borne  by  Government. 


22.  Sensible  of  the  difficulty  and  almost  impossibility  of  Captain  Gerrard 
being  able  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  repair  of  his  ship  under  the 
existing  scarcity  of  specie  in  Calcutta,  we  determined  that  the  expences  of 
repairing  the  Pitt  in  the  present  instance  should  be  borne  by  Government,  but 
that  a  statement  of  the  same  should  be  sent  to  your  Hon’ble  Court,  that 
you  might  settle  with  the  owners  in  the  manner  you  may  deem  most  proper. 
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23.  In  consequence  of  the  disabled  state  of  the  Pitt^  we,  as  is  usual  in 
similar  instances,  dismissed  her  from  your  service,  till  such  time  as  she  should 
be  repaired  and  fit  to  receive  cargo. 

24.  To  this  measure  Captain  Gerrard  objected  on  the  plea  that  the 
damage  was  sustained  on  her  voyage  to  Madras  in  express  deviation  from 
her  charterparty.  A  copy  of  Captain  Gerrard's  letter  on  the  subject  is  recorded 
in  our  proceedings  of  the  24th  October. 


25.  In  consequence  of  our  determination  that  the  expeiice  of  rendering 
the  Pitt  fit  to  receive  cargo  should  in  the  first  instance  be  borne  by  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  Board  of  Trade  called  upon  the  Master  Attendant,  Naval  Store¬ 
keeper  and  Captain  Gerrard  for  an  estimate  of  the  expence. 


26.  The  report  they  send  in,  shewing  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  charge 
consisted  in  new^  coppering,  the  necessity  for  which  could  not  have  arisen 
merely  from  the  late  voyage  to  ^Madras,  tliev  submitted  it 
to  our  consideration,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
give  her  merely  a  sheathing  of  boards  wuth  an  outward  coat 
of  chiinmn,  than  to  authorize  the  heavy  expence  of  coppering. 


Consn.  24th 
October. 


For  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at  large  upon  this  subject, 
Consn.  24th  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  noted  in  the 

margin. 


October. 


28.  Concurring  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  this 
subject,  w^e  desired  them  to  inform  Captain  Gerrard  that  w^e  should  not  advance 
him  more  money  than  w^ould  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expence  of  repairing 
the  Pitt  and  giving  her  a  w^ooden  sheathing  coated  on  the  outside  with  chtinam 
leaving  it  entirely  to  his  discretion  to  disburse  the  money  accordingly  (an 
account  of  the  disbursement  to  be  rendered  to  us)  or  to  give  the  ship,  if 
he  thought  it  more  for  the  interest  of  his  owmers,  a  copper  sheathing  here, 
but  that  if  he  chose  to  incur  the  additional  expence  of  coppering,  he  must 
raise  the  means  from  his  own  resources,  and  at  the  risk  of  his  owners,  not 
being  able  to  establish  any  claim  upon  the  Company  for  an  expence  which 
under  existing  circumstances  w^e  did  not  think  would  be  judiciously  incurred. 


29.  We  have  advanced  to  the  commander  of  your  extra  ship  Walter 
Boyd  for  bills  on  his  owmers,  the  sum  of  sicca  Rs.  6,000 
to  enable  him  to  defray  sundry  expenses  of  his  ship  arising 
chiefly  from  a  number  of  his  men  having  been  pressed  on 
board  His  Majesty’s  ship  Heroine. 


Consn,  21st 
August. 


30.  On  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  will  be  found  a  statement 
of  the  sums  which  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of 
advancing  to  the  commanders  of  vour  extra  ships  hired 
in  England. 


Consn.  28th 
August. 


31.  A  continuance  of  these  applications  for  money  for  bills  on  their 
owners  payable  in  England  have  induced  us  to  adopt  the  following  regulations  : 


1st.  That  there  should  be  granted  to  each  ship  a  monthly  allowance  pro¬ 
portioned  to  that  paid  by  charterparty  to  the  regular  and  dismantled  ships 
viz.,  2O0£  per  month  to  a  ship  of  800  tons,  or  after  deducting  kentledge  of 
700  at  the  same  rate  of  exchange. 
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2nd.  That  should  a  larger  sum  than  the  regular  monthly  allowance  be 
absolutely  requisite,  the  commander  shall  draw  bills  on  his  owners  for  the 
sum  required,  payable  to  your  Hon’ble  Court,  and  in 
Sept°ember^'^  exchange  for  which  we  will  grant  him  bills  on  you  for  a 

similar  amount,  leaving  it  to  him  to  raise  the  sum  required 
by  negociating  the  bills  in  the  market,  the  commander  to  endorse  the  bills 
granted  by  him,  which  are  to  be  drawn  10  days  more  favourable  to  the  holder 
than  those  we  grant  on  you. 

32.  In  consequence  of  the  above  regulations,  the  following  bills  have  been 
granted  on  your  Hon’ble  Court — 

In  favor  of  Captain  Me  Cullock  of  the  Walter  Boyd  at  90  davs’  sight 
for  £930. 

In  favor  of  Captain  Scott  of  the  Zephyr  at  40  days’  sight  for  £350. 

33.  Our  consignments  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  in  the  last  year  viz.,  from 
3rd  August  ’96  to  2ist  July  ’97,  amounting  only  to  the  sum  of  sicca  Rs.  39,14,927, 

and  the  value  of  the  piece  goods  included  therein  being 
only  sicca  Rs.  26,98,855,  and  fearing  that  your  Hon’ble  Court 
might  suffer  inconvenience  at  home  as  well,  generally  from 
the  want  of  the  usual  supplies  from  Bengal  and  particularly  from  not  having 
a  due  proportion  of  Bengal  piece  goods  at  your  sales,  while  there  was  in  the 
warehouse  here  piece  goods  to  the  amount  of  sicca  Rs.  33,24,727  and  more  in 
course  of  arrival  from  the  subordinates,  and  for  other  causes,  we  directed  the 
commanders  of  your  ships  then  expected  from  Madi'as  to  be  informed  imme¬ 
diately  on  their  arrival  that  their  ships  were  to  be  loaded  and  dispatched  for 
England  without  loss  of  time,  and  that  we  should  evince  the  strongest  marks 
of  our  displeasure  if  every  exertion  was  not  made  for  their  departure  at  the 
commencement  of  the  seasonable  time  of  dispatch  vizt.,  10th  November. 

34.  In  consequence  of  the  detention  of  the  ships  at  Madras  we  were 
under  the  necessity  of  rescinding  the  above  resolution  but 
determined  that  the  ships  should  be  dispatched  as  soon  as 
w-^as  practicable. 

35.  For  the  detention  of  the  ships  at  Madras  we  are  greatly  concerned, 
as  it  frustrates  the  hope  we  entertained  of  our  piece  goods  coming  to  an  early 
sale. 


Consn.  11th 
September. 


Consn.  25th 
September. 


36.  In  our  letter  of  the  15  August  .we  informed  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the 
allowance  we  had  determined  to  make  the  commanders  of  the  Martha,  and 
Princess  Mary,  an  allowance  of  sicca  Rs.  200  per  month  for  table  expenses,  for 
the  payment  of  which  they  did  not  apply  before  their  departure.  After  the 
return  of  Captain  Barnard  to  Calcutta  (the  loss  of  whose  ship  we  have  already 
reported  to  you  in  our  Secretary’s  letter  of  12th  September)  he  sent  us  in  a  bill 
for  six  months’  allow^ance  amounting  to  sicca  rupees  1,200.  Taking  it  into 
consideration,  that  had  the  demand  been  made  before  the  ship  sailed  it  would 
most  certainly  have  been  complied  with,  and  that  a  considerable  expence  must 
have  been  incurred  for  stock,  wine  etc.,  we  determined  that  the  bill  should 
be  paid,  taking  an  engagement  from  Captain  Bernard  to  repay  the  amount 
in  the  event  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  not  approving  the  allowance. 

37.  We  are  extremely  sorry  to  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court,  of  the  capture 
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of  your  extra  ship  Thomas  by  the  French  corvette  Bruelle  Giielle  mounting 
24  twelve  pounders  olf  the  south  end  of  Ceiyon. 

38.  For  Captain  Willoughby’s  account  of  the  capture  of  his  ship,  we  beg 
lea\'e  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  of  the  24th  October. 

39.  In  consequence  of  this  event,  we  recommended  it  to  the  commanders 
of  your  extra  ships  Ariadne j  Isabella^  Britannia,  and  Royal  Charlotte  to  keep 
logether  for  their  mutual  defence,  leaving  it  to  them  however  to  follow  this 
suggestion,  as  they  thought  most  advisable. 

40.  In  consequence  of  our  determination  to  ship  a  quantity  of  gun  pow^der 
for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  extra  ships  Isabella,  Britannia,  and  Royal 
Charlotte,  the  commander  of  the  latter  stated  that  his  policy  of  insurance 
became  invalid  in  consequence  of  her  being  loaded  with  gun  powder,  and 
that  he  therefore  hoped  Government  w'oiild  indemnify  him  in  the  event  of 
loss  from  such  a  cargo. 

41.  On  a  reference  to  the  policy  of  insurance  it  is  stated,  among  other 
things  not  necessary  to  be  mentioned  here,  that  “all  risks  and  losses  arising 
from  gun  powder  as  cargo  are  to  be  borne  by  the  assured  and  not  the 
assurers.” 

42.  In  the  charterparties  of  the  ships  hired  in  England,  gun  powxler  is 
not  excepted  against  as  cargo.  The  engagements  under  which  Mr.  Charnock 

has  let  the  Royal  Charlotte  to  the  Company,  wt  have  not 

Consn.  13th  seen,  and  therefore  cannot  speak  preciselv  as  to  her.  Sup- 

September.  ■  i  i  ^  i  ^  ;  -i  •  ^ 

posing  them  however  to  be  the  same  m  this  respect  as 

Mr.  Char  nock’s  other  engagements,  w’e  determined  the  subject  should  be 

pointed  out  to  the  particular  notice  of  your  Hon’blc  Court,  and  that  you  might 

act  in  the  matter  as  seemed  most  advisable. 


43.  It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  we  expect  a  similar  question  to  come 
before  us  respecting  the  Isabella  and  Britannia,  who  are  in  the  same  situation. 

44,  In  continuance  of  this  subject  it  is  with  real  concern  we  inform 
your  Hon’ble  Court,  that  the  Royal  Charlotte  blew^  up  at  Kedgeree  on  the 

8th  October,  and  that  every  soul  on  board  perished.  On 
a  reference  to  our  proceedings  of  the  24th  October  your 
16th  Hon’ble  Court  will  find  a  statement  of  the  loss  amounting  to 
29,437-0-6  [?]  the  Company  will  sustain  by  this  melancholy 
event ;  and  on  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  will  be  found  two  protests 
from  Captain  Smith  on  the  subject. 


Consn.  13th 
October. 

Consn. 
October. 


45.  A  quantity  of  sugar  having  been  laden  on  this  ship  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Abbotts,  Blanshard  &  Perney,  they  have  claimed  to  be  indemnified 
by  the  Company  for  the  %  proportion  which  was  at  their  owm  risque,  upon 
the  grounds  that  they  did  not  receive  notice  of  the  goods  being  blended  in  the 
same  ship  with  gun  pow^der,  and  that  all  policies  of  insurance  expressly  declare 
against  gun  powder  as  cargo. 


46.  For  the  sentiments  of  your  Board  of  Trade  on  this  subject,  w-e  beg 
'’4th  October  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  the  proceedings  noted 
in  the  margin,  and  as  we  perfectly  coincided  with  them 
in  opinion,  we  directed  Messrs.  Blanshard  &  Perney  to  be  informed,  that 
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we  declined  complying  with  their  requisition  for  indemnification  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  loss. 

47.  A  similar  claim  has  been  preferred  by  Messrs.  Colvins  &  Bazett  for 
a  quantity  of  indigo  they  had  shipped  on  this  vessel — ^for  the  particulars  of 
this  clause  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  a  letter  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  recorded  on  the  proceedings  above  mentioned.  In  result,  we 
ordered  it  to  be  signified  to  these  gentlemen,  that  their  application  would  be 
transmitted  to  your  Hon’ble  Court ;  but  as  it  might  be  a  guide  to  them  in  any 
future  instances  to  be  informed  of  our  sentiments  on  the  subject,  that  we  saw 
no  grounds  for  the  expectation  of  their  being  reimbursed  by  the  Company. 

48.  In  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  accident  which  happened  to  the 

Royal  Charlotte,  a  question  was  submitted  to  us  by  the 
OaXer  Board  of  Trade,  whether  the  bills  for  £2,000  which  Captain 

Smith  had  applied  for  should  be  granted,  and  we 
determined  in  the  negative. 

49.  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Captain  Walker  commander  of  the 

extra  ship  Ariadne,  who  was  drowned  in  going  down  to  his 
OaXer  Smith  late  commander  of  the  Roy^il  Charlotte 

applied  to  us  for  the  command. 

50.  Being  doubtful  w’^hether  by  the  agreement  between  the  Company  and 
Mr.  Charnock  for  those  ships  we  were  competent  to  appoint  to  the  command 
any  person  but  the  officer  next  in  succession,  we  declined  complying  with 
Captain  Smith’s  application  and  appointed  Mr.  Sterling  the  late  Chief  Officer 
of  the  Ariadne  to  the  command  of  her. 

51.  Captain  Smith  having  applied  to  us  for  some  consideration  to  enable 
him  to  procure  a  passage  to  Europe,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  maintain  himself, 

^4rh  Orroher  granted  him  the  same  relief  as  was  granted  to  Captain 

Bernard  of  the  Martha  vizt., 


For  passage  money 
For  expence  here 


£100  or  sicca  Rs.  976-11-1 

1,000-  0-0 


Sicca  Rs.  1,976-11-1 


52.  Captain  Gooch,  commander  of  your  ship  the  Sir  Stephen  Lushhigton, 
having  protested  against  his  ship  being  ordered  on  the  expedition,  a  copy  of 
his  protest  will  be  found  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  21st  August. 

5.3.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  20th  October,  will  be  also  found  recorded 
a  protest  from  the  commander  of  the  Lascelles  on  his  ship  being  ordered  on 
service  to  Madras. 


Company's  Servants 

54.  The  ill  state  of  Mr.  Hay’s  health  rendering  a  voyage  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  absolutely  necessary,  he  applied  to  us  for  permission  to  proceed 
^  there  under  the  usual  restrictions ;  and  as  he  accompanied 

August.  application  with  certificates  from  the  medical  gentle¬ 

men  who  attended  him,  we  made  no  hesitation  in 
complying  with  his  request. 
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55.  Mr.  A\7  T.  Smith  has  obtained  a  permission  to  resign  your  service, 
and  proceed  to  England  for  the  settlement  of  his  private  affairs,  and  we  beg 
leave  to  recommend  that  Mr.  Smith  mav  be  allowed  to 


Sth  September. 


return  with  his  rank  to  the  service,  provided  he  makes 


application  within  the  prescribed  period. 


Marine 


!8th  September, 


56.  Captain  Murray  of  His  Ivlajesty's  ship  Heroine  having  left  the  river 

without  settling  for  the  stores  supplied  him  from  your 
Hth  September  warehouses,  we  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet  the  account 
for  adjustment  in  England. 

57.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honhle  Court  to  our  proceedings  noted 
in  the  margin  for  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  enquiry  held  by  order  of  the 

Marine  Board  on  hlr.  Thomas  Winter,  pilot,  on  a  charge 
of  drunkenness  while  in  charge  of  the  snow  St.  Jacoby 
brought  against  him  by  Captain  Scott,  the  commander  of  the  vessel  Being 
satisfied  that  Mr.  Winter  w-as  guilty  of  the  charge  we  directed  him  to  be  dis¬ 
missed  the  Hon’ble  Company's  service. 

58.  Captain  T.  Bernard,  late  commander  of  your  extra  ship  Martha^ 
having  informed  us  of  the  able  exertions  of  Mr.  Hill,  a  mate  in  the  pilot 

service,  in  having  saved  the  lives  of  38  men  from  the  wreck 
Septemeb/'^^^  circumstances  of  danger,  which  places 

his  conduct  and  that  of  the  people  who  were  employed 
in  the  boat,  in  a  highly  meritorious  point  of  view,  we  resolved  that  a  gratuity 
of  eight  hundred  rupees  should  be  granted  Mr.  Hill,  and  those  who  were  in 
the  boat  with  him,  in  the  following  proportions — vizt.. 


To  Mr.  Hill 
2  Europeans  5  each 
5  lascars  2  each 


30  gold  niohurs. 
10 
10 


50  or  sicca  Rs.  800. 


59.  We  trust  this  measure  will  meet  the  approbation  of  your  Hon'blc 
Court,  as  it  will  operate  as  an  encouragement  for  similar  exertions  W'henevcr 
similar  disasters  may  occur. 

60.  The  Marine  Board  submitted  to  us  a  petition  from  William  Clives, 
Consn.  25th  boatswain  of  the  late  Ganges  pilot  schooner,  praying  for  an 

September.  increase  to  his  present  pension  of  sicca  Rs.  12  per  month, 

61.  Taking  it  into  consideration  that  all  prospect  of  Mr.  Clives'  rising 
in  the  service  is  done  aw'ay  by  the  loss  of  his  leg,  a  misfortune  tvhich  happened 
in  consequence  of  his  voluntarily  engaging  in  offensive  service,  during  tvhich 
his  vessel  w'as  burnt,  we  thought  proper  to  comply  wdth  the  prayer  of  his 
petition. 


62. 


Consn.  25th 
September. 


We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon'ble  Court  to  our  proceedings  noted 
in  the  margin,  for  an  application  from  the  deputy  and 
assistants  to  the  Master  Attendant  for  some  additional 
allowances  when  on  duty  from  the  bankshall. 
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63.  Adverting  to  the  period  at  which  the  salaries  of  the  deputy  and 
assistants  were  fixed,  when  the  annual  number  of  Europe  ships  fluctuated 
between  6  and  8,  whereas  they  now  exceed  30,  and  that  at  the  former  period 
the  business  of  the  season  generally  closed  by  the  charterpartv  time,  that 
since  the  encreased  number  of  ships,  it  has  continued  the  whole  year  through, 
and  occasioned  the  necessity  for  one  or  more  of  the  Marine  oflicers  being 
constantly  deputed  down  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  dispatching,  surveying 
ships,  and  various  other  duties,  which  have  occurred,  we  considered  the  appli¬ 
cation  to  be  reasonable,  and  in  consequence  determined  that  they  should  be 
allowed  sicca  Rs.  8  per  day  w^hile  on  duty  from  the  bankshall,  to  commence 
from  the  day  of  their  departure,  and  continue  until  their  return. 

64.  By  the  Zephyr  packet,  we  forwarded  to  your  Hon’ble  Court,  letter 
from  the  Marine  Board  dated  the  5th  September,  together  with  the  two  reports 
which  accompanied  it  respecting  the  mooring  chains  at  Diamond  Harbour. 
Copies  of  the  above  papers  are  recorded  on  consultation  6th  October,  and 
we  beg  leave  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  this 
subject. 


Miscellaneous 


65.  On  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  will  be  found  a  minute  from 
the  Governor  General,  recommending  that  certain  repairs 
required  to  be  made  at  the  New  Church  should  be  performed 
at  the  expence  of  Government. 


Consn.  8th 
September. 


66.  Being  of  opinion  that  the  alterations  would  greatly  tend  to  the  con¬ 
venience  and  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants  at  large,  we  acquiesced  in 
the  Governor  GeneraFs  recommendation,  and  hope  the  measure  will  meet  the 
approbation  of  your  Hon’ble  Court. 


67.  For  the  particulars  of  the  alterations  and  an  estimate  of  the  cxpence, 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  of  the  18th  September. 

68.  We  also  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  the  proceedings 
Consn.  25th  noted  in  the  margin,  for  sundry  accounts  relative  to  the 

September.  Native  Hospital  for  the  last  year. 


69.  From  the  comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  patients  admitted 
for  the  last  three  years  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that  those  for  the  last 
yxar  are  above  double  the  number  tlrey  were  the  first  year,  and  we  are  happv 
to  be  able  to  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court,  that  the  Governors  assure  us,  that 
froni  the  present  state  of  their  funds  they  have  no  doubt  of  rendering  the 
hospital  of  still  more  extensive  benefit  to  the  native  inhabitants  •of  Calcutta. 

70.  The  Sub-Treasurer  having  reported  to  us  that  the  Head  Podar,  whom 
he  held  in  jail  in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  formerly  discovered  in  the 
treasury,  would  now  be  released,  unless  sundry  fees  were  paid,  we  determined 
to  pay  them,  conceiving  it  for  the  ends  of  public  justice  that  the  podar  in 
question  should  not  be  liberated  till  he  makes  good  the  whole  of  the  amount 
in  wBich  his  accounts  were  deficient. 


7L  The  Sub-Treasurer  subsequently  addressed  us  a  letter,  praying  that 
he  might  not  be  considered  responsible  for  the  breach  of  trust  in  the 
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podar,  the  confidence  placed  in  him  being  unavoidable  and  the  man  not  of 
his  selection,  but  one  who  had  been  in  the  same  station 
Oaober'  during  the  time  of  his  predecessors, — praying  that  he 

might  therefore  be  reimbursed  the  sum,  which  had  been 


embezzied  through  the  dishonesty  of  the  fodar  and  which  he  had  been 
obliged  to  make  good. 


72.  In  reply  to  this  application,  we  directed  tlie  Sub-Treasurer  to  be 
informed,  that  without  the  least  imputation  on  his  conduct,  in  this  instance, 
we  could  not  deviate  from  the  established  rules  of  the  service,  which  makes 
all  public  officers  responsible  for  the  money  under  their  charge. 

73.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 


State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  31  October  1797 

Ready  hioney 


6,55,228-  9-  8 
2,911-12-  3 

Sicca  Rs.  6,58,140-  5-11 

Balance  account  deposit  ...  2,99,216-12-10 

Accountant  General,  Sup¬ 
reme  Court  ...  8,872-  1-  4 

-  3,08,088-14-  2 

Ditto  ditto  Mayor’s  Court  ...  90,457-  1-  3 

Old  bond  debt  on  which 

the  interest  has  ceased  ...  31,122-6-9 

Loans  @  12  per  cent  ...  ...  15,58,879-  0-  0 

Ditto  ditto  on  which  the 

interest  has  ceased  ...  ...  900-  2-  5 

Remittance  loan  of  4th 

May  1797  ...  ...  21,90,143-  0-  0 

Register  debt  ...  ...  3,93,18337-  9-  5 

-  3,34,97,928-  2-  0 


Gold  mohurs  ...  2/, 629-12-  0  4,42,076-  0-  0 

Siccas  ...  ...  1,66,766-  0-  0 

Copper  ...  ...  46,386-  9-  8 

Bills  receivable 


Fort  William,  We  have  etc. 

31  October  1797 


(Original  per  Rose, 
Duplicate  per  Houghton) 
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LETTER  DATED  30  DECEMBER  1797 

Mercmitile  houses  offer  a  loan  of  ten  lakhs  to  the  Bombay  Government 
— Captain  Craig  suspejided  for  insubordination — suggestion  of  the  Government 
of  Bencoolen  to  establish  a  paper  currency — capture  of  the  Tryal  and  the 
Harrington  by  a  French  privateer— Dr.  Roxburgh  to  proceed  on  leave— 
Blaquire's  Dictionary  and  Grainmar  of  the  Sanskrit  and  the  English  languages 
— state  of  the  general  treasury. 

To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

i.  We  had  the  honor  to  address  you  last  in  this  Department  under  date 
the  31  St  October  1797  by  the  Rose. 

i-.  ^y  the  General  Goddard j  we  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a 
continuation  of  our  proceedings  to  the  date  of  this  letter  with  an  index,  and 
the  other  papers  mentioned  in  the  list  of  packet. 

3.  We  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  advices  in  this  Department 
under  dates  the  21st  January,  1st  March,  19th  April  and  9th  May. 


Answer  to  Public  GeJieral  letter  from  the  Hon'ble  Court  of  Directors 
dated  the  20th  January 

(1)  Date  of  last  advices. 

(2)  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
dispatches. 

(3)  Mentioning  the  number  of 
writers  intended  to  be  appointed  for 

this  season.  ^  4  Need  no  reply. 

(4-5)  Have  permitted  Major  Gall 
and  Sir  George  Rumbold  to  proceed 
to  Bengal  to  settle  their  private  affairs. 

(6)  Mentioning  free  mariners  they 
have  allowed  to  proceed  to  India. 


Answer  to  the  Public  General  letter  from  the  Hoffble  Court  of  Directors 
dated  the  1st  March  1797 

(1)  Date  of  last  advices.  5.  No  reply. 

(2)  During  the  war,  bills  for  com-  6.  The  orders  in  this  paragraph 

mercial^  purposes  to  be  drawn  at  2  will  be  attended  to,  should  we  find 
}ears  sight  etc.  it  expedient  to  draw  bills  for  the 
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(3)  Forward  copies  of  a  pamphlet 
from  the  Board  of  Agriculture  etc. 


(4)  Names  of  writers  in  part  of  the 
number  for  the  season  1796. 


purposes  in  question — the  measures 
which  we  adopted  on  the  3rd  Ivlay 
1797  in  the  Secret  Department  for 
raising  money  to  answer  the  public 
exigencies  have  already  been  reported, 

7.  We  shall  conform  to  your  direc¬ 
tion  with  regard  to  the  circulating  of 
the  copies  of  the  pamphlets,  and 
return  them  with  such  information  as 
may  be  obtained. 

8.  Needs  no  reply. 


Answer  to  Public  General  letter  19th  April  1797 
(1)  Date  of  last  dispatches.  9.  No  reply. 


(2  to  15)  Respecting  Indian  ser¬ 
pents. 


(16)  The  duty  of  5  per  cent  on  gold 
dust  and  gold  in  bars  to  be  disconti¬ 
nued. 

(17)  Authorize  us  to  grant  bills  for 
any  subscriptions  received  on  account 
the  Marine  Society. 


(18)  Mr.  Thomas  Twining  allowed 
to  return  to  his  rank  in  the  civil 
service. 

(19)  Mr.  W.  B.  Estwick  appointed 
a  writer. 

(20)  Mention  the  names  of  writers 
in  grant  of  the  number  for  1796. 

(21  to  24)  Have  allowed  sundry 
persons  to  proceed  to  Bengal. 

(25)  Ill-treatment  of  the  Rajah  of 
Alias  by  Captain  Lemmon. 


10.  We  have  sent  a  copy  of  these 
paragraphs  to  the  Medical  Board  and 
directed  them  to  pursue  such  measures 
as  may  appear  to  them  best  calculated 
for  procuring  the  desired  information, 
and  shall  hereafter  advise  you  of  the 
result  of  these  enquiries  and  experi¬ 
ments. 

11.  Needs  no  reply. 


12.  We  shall  circulate  the  letters 
and  books  of  the  Marine  Society  and 
have  given  directions  for  the  receipt 
of  any  subscriptions  that  may  be 
tendered,  and  shall  remit  the  amount 
in  the  manner  authorized  by  your 
Honhle  Court. 


13.  The  information  contained  in 
^  these  paragraphs,  has  been  commm 
nicated  to  our  Civil  Auditor. 


14.  No  reply. 

15.  We  have  directed  inquiry  to  be 
made  respecting  Captain  Lemmon, 
and  if  he  is  in  Bengal,  shall  call  upon 
him  to  answer  for  his  conduct. 


Voi  xm-~2i 
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(26)  Names  of  the  Secret  Com¬ 


mittee. 

(27)  Names  of  the  Secret  Com* 
mittee  relative  to  shipping. 


16.  No  reply. 


17.  We  shall  hereafter  reply  to  your  letter  in  this  Department  of  the  9 
May  last  received  on  the  16  instant. 

IS.  In  consequence  of  the  Governor  GeneraFs  determination  to  proceed 
to  Lucknow,  as  communicated  to  you  from  the  Secret  Department  by  the 
Rose^  he  has  nominated  Peter  Speke  Esqr.  to  be  Vice  President  and  Deputy 
Governor  during  his  absence  from  Fort  William. 


Fort  St.  George 


19.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  15  December  is  recorded  a  letter  from  the 
Government  of  Fort  St.  George,  transmitting  to  us  the  corrected  statement 
and  estimate  for  the  year  96/7  which  we  informed  you  in  our  letter  of  the 
3ist  October  we  had  required  from  them,  and  acquainting  us  that  they  should 
stand  in  need  of  the  whole  of  the  supply  of  66  lacs  of  rupees,  which  we  had 
provided  in  our  estimate  for  the  exigencies  of  their  government. 

20.  In  consequence  of  the  information  which  they  at  the  same  time 
communicated  to  us,  of  their  being  in  expectation  of  an  immediate  demand 

on  them  for  the  pescush  due  to  the  Nizam  amounting  to 
Rs.  3,17,000,  we  resolved  with  a  view  to  afford  every  possible 
relief  to  their  embarrassments,  to  authorize  the  Assistant 
at  Hy  drab  ad  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  this  demand  by  drawing  bills  on 
the  Collector  of  Benares,  with  the  exception  of  such  part  of  it  as  circumstances 
might  render  it  indispensably  necessary  for  him  to  require  to  be  discharged 
at  that  Presidency. 


Consn.  15tli 
December. 


Bombay 

21.  In  the  13th  paragraph  of  our  letter  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  by  the 
Roscj  we  informed  you  that  in  consequence  of  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the 
Bombay  Government  and  the  refusal  of  the  shroffs  to  enter  into  engagements 
for  furnishing  them  with  supplies  for  bills  on  us,  we  had  authorized  them  to 
open  their  treasury  for  loans  in  cash  at  12  per  cent. 

22.  The  Government  of  Bombay  subsequently  communicated  to  us  an 
offer  from  several  mercantile  houses  to  lend  ten  lacks  of  rupees  to  Government 

on  the  following  conditions,  acquainting  us  at  the  same 
DeceSJer  consequence  of  this  offer  they  had  been 

induced  to  postpone  the  publication  of  the  advertisement 
for  a  12  per  cent  loan,  until  they  received  our  further  orders. 

1st.  The  payment  to  commence  to  be  made  into  their  treasury  immediate¬ 
ly,  and  the  merchants  engage  to  pay  ten  lacs  of  rupees  before  the  1st  July  1798, 
by  installments  of  not  less  than  one  lac  of  rupees  per  month,  Government 
engaging  to  receive  any  sums  beyond  the  stipulated  monthly  lack  when  it 
might  suit  the  convenience  of  the  merchants  to  make  larger  payments  and 
such  payments  to  be  considered  in  advance  for  subsequent  installments. 
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2nd.  An  account  to  be  opened  with  each  merchant  in  the  treasury  books, 
and  due  credit  given  them  for  their  respective  payments. 

3rd.  On  the  31st  July  ’98,  each  merchant  to  be  allowed  to  determine  the 
conditions  of  his  loan,  such  part  thereof  as  should  be  declared  to  be  on  account 
the  12  per  cent  remittance  loan  to  be  made  up  with  12  per  cent  interest  and 
paid  by  bills  on  your  Hon’ble  Court  at  the  periods  and  on  the  terms  of  that 
loan — such  part  as  the  merchants  may  not  be  willing  to  subscribe  to  the 
remittance  loan,  or  the  w^hole  of  the  loan  at  their  option,  to  be  made  up  with 
interest  at  9  per  cent  and  discharged  by  bills  on  this  Presidency  at  par  payable 
30  days  after  sight. 

4th.  Government  to  engage  during  the  period  of  the  monthly  payments 
not  to  borrow  money  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  9  per  cent  excepting  on 
account  the  12  per  cent  remittance  loan. 

23.  Adverting  to  the  frequent  communication  which  we  had  made  to  the 
Bombay  Government  during  the  last  tw'elve  months  respecting  the  low  state 
of  our  finances,  in  consequence  of  the  large  and  pressing  demands  upon  us, 
and  the  necessity  of  their  endeavouring  to  raise  as  large  a  supply  as  possible 
from  the  resources  of  their  own  Presidency,  and  considering  also  that  the 
measure  of  their  9  per  cent  loan  to  which  they  had  recourse  instead  of  that 
recommended  by  us  had  produced  little  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  sum  which 
they  had  been  desired  to  raise,  and  which  we  expected  they  would  have  been 
able  to  have  procured,  we  expressed  to  them  our  concern  at  their  having 
persisted  in  declining  to  open  their  treasury  for  a  12  per  cent  loan,  nomith- 
standing  our  positive  orders  to  that  effect. 


24.  With  regard  to  their  negotiations  with  the  merchants,  independent 
of  the  great  embarrassment  w^hich  might  have  arisen  from  their  pledging 
themselves  not  to  borrow  money  at  a  higher  interest  than 
December  ^  previous  to  the  period  stipulated  in  the 

merchants’  proposals,  the  measure  would  have  afforded 
but  a  partial  and  temporary  relief  to  our  finances,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  proportion  of  the  loan  which  might  have  been  made  payable  in 
Bengal  w^ould  have  been  demandable  at  a  period  when  our  treasuries  are 
always  low. 


25.  We  therefore  desired  the  Government  of  Bombay  not  to  receive  any 
further  sums  from  the  merchants  on  the  terms  of  their  proposal,  and  directed 
that  such  sums  as  might  have  been  received  previous  to  the  arrival  of  our 
orders  might  be  repaid  either  by  bills  on  us  drawn  on  the  31st  July  1798  at 
par,  and  payable  30  days  after  sight,  or  by  a  transfer  to  the  remittance  loan 
at  their  option. 

26.  We  also  desired  that  they  would  not,  on  any  account  longer  postpone 
the  opening  the  12  per  cent  loan,  and  expressed  our  reliance  that  the  necessary 
advertizement  for  that  purpose  would  be  published  by  the  1st  January,  adding 
that  it  was  indispensably  necessary  in  the  present  state  of  our  finances  that 
they  should,  if  possible,  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  their  Government  without 
drawing  bills  upon  Bengal  to  a  larger  amount  than  two  lacs  of  rupees  per 
month,  as  we  could  not  pledge  ourselves  to  pay  their  bills  either  on  the  Benares 
or  on  any  other  treasury  with  punctuality,  whilst  their  draughts  exceeded  as 
they  had  done  for  some  time  past  our  means  of  answering  them. 
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Canton 


27.  In  our  letter  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  9th  January  last,  we 
informed  you  of  the  authority  which  we  had  given  to  the  supracargoes  to 
draw  on  us  for  twelve  lacks  of  rupees  and  the  exchange  of  38  yi  head  dollars 
per  100  current  rupees. 

28.  From  the  advices  of  the  supracargoes,  you  will  observe,  that  this  mode 
of  supplying  their  treasury  fully  answered  our  expectations  from  the  certain 

and  advantageous  remittance  which  it  afEorded  for  the 
returns  of  the  country  trade.  A  strong  competition  imme¬ 
diately  ensued  for  their  bills,  not  only  for  the  sum  for  which 
we  had  authorized  them  to  draw,  but  for  remittances  to  the  further  amounts 
of  C.Rs.  5,92.459,  which  from  the  very  low  state  of  their  treasury,  they  deter¬ 
mined  to  take  up,  stipulating  however  that  we  should  have  the  option  of 
discharging  the  bills  for  this  last  mentioned  sum  in  eight  per  cent  notes  or  cash. 


Consn.  15th 
December. 


29.  As  the  issue  of  so  large  a  sum  in  paper  at  the  present  high  discount 
which  it  bears,  would  have  contributed  to  the  further  depreciation  of  it,  we 
have  resolved,  notwithstanding  our  own  very  pressing  exigencies,  to  discharge 
the  whole  of  their  bills,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  current  rupees 
17,95,285-0-0  in  cash. 


30.  For  the  detail  of  the  measures  we  have  adopted  to  answer  this  large 
Consn.  15th  demand,  we  must  beg  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings. 

December. 

31.  With  a  view  to  create  a  competition  in  the  demands  for  our  opium 
by  holding  out  to  the  merchants  an  expeditious  and  certain  mode  of  realizing 
the  proceeds,  and  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  supracargoes  at  Canton  as  ex¬ 
pressed  in  their  letter  of  the  2nd  November  to  be  furnished  with  as  large 
a  supply  as  could  be  spared  from  Bengal,  and  as  early  in  the  season  as  possible, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  guard  against  the  inconvenience  of  so  large  a  demand 
again  coming  upon  our  treasury  at  once,  we  have  authorized  the  supracargoes 
to  receive  the  further  sum  of  fifteen  lacs  of  rupees  into  their  treasury,  in  specie, 
and  to  grant  bills  upon  us  for  the  amount  payable  in  cash,  upon  the  following 
terms  vizt., 

The  first  5  lacs  at  the  exchange  of  39  head  dollars  per  100  current  Rs. 
payable  30  days  after  sight. 

The  second  5  lacs  at  the  exchange  of  40  head  dollars  per  100  current  Rs. 
payable  at  45  days  after  sight. 

The  third  5  lacs  at  the  exchange  of  41  head  dollars  per  100  current  Rs. 
payable  at  60  days  after  sight. 


Fort  Marlbro^ 

32.  Our  last  advices  from  Fort  Marlbro’  are  recorded  on  our  proceedings 
Consn.  24th  of  the  24th  November. 

November. 

33.  You  will  observe  that  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  resolved  to 
dispatch  your  ship  Queen  to  Bengal  that  we  might  determine  on  the  conduct 
of  her  commander  Captain  Craig. 
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34.  For  our  sentiments  on  this  measure  and  our  resolutions  at  large  on 
Captain  Craig’s  conduct/  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings. 

35.  With  regard  to  Captain  Craig,  we  shall  here  only  observe  that  being 
of  opinion  that  in  his  conduct  towards  the  Government  of  Fort  Marlbro’  he 
had  been  guilty  of  a  most  flagrant  violation  of  the  principles  of  good  order 
and  subordination,  [we]  judged  it  necessary  with  a  view  to  support  the  autho¬ 
rity  which  you  have  vested  in  your  governments  over  your  commander,  and  the 
enforcing  obedience  to  which  is  so  essential  to  your  interests,  to  suspend  him 
from  your  service  and  the  command  of  the  Queen  until  your  order  should 
be  known. 

36.  The  attornies  of  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Fort  Marlbro’  applied  to  us 
for  the  assistance  of  your  law^  officers  in  the  prosecution,  which  he  had  directed 
to  be  instituted  against  Captain  Craig,  for  the  reflections  on  his  private 
character,  in  his  protest  of  the  6th  of  August,  but  we  declined  complying  with 
the  request,  as  w^e  could  not  consider  Captain  Craig’s  protest  in  any  other  light 
than  that  of  an  act  of  disrespect  to  the  Government  of  Fort  Marlbro’,  the 
authority  of  which  they  ought  to  have  vindicated  by  suspending  Captain  Craig 
from  his  command,  or  punishing  him  in  such  other  manner  as  they  might 
have  judged  proper  consistently  with  the  powers  with  which  they  are  vested. 

37.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  in  consequence  of  our  orders  to  them 
to  desire  Captain  Craig  to  deliver  over  charge  of  the  Queen  to  the  chief  officer, 
written  to  IVir.  Blecheynden  whose  name  appeared  in  the  books  as  chief  mate, 
to  take  charge  of  the  ship,  we  received  a  letter  from  hlr.  Samuel  Sturmer  the 
2nd  officer  stating  that  Mr.  Blecheynden  had  been  suspended  from  the  station 
of  chief  mate  by  Captain  Craig,  about  a  fortnight  after  the  departure  of  the 
ship  from  Bencoolen ;  that  Mr.  Blecheynden  had  not  subsequently  performed 
any  duty,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Sturmer)  had  acted  as  chief  mate  from  the  period 
of  Mr.  Blecheynden’s  suspension  and  carried  on  the  duty  as  such  and  request¬ 
ing  to  know  whether  under  those  circumstances  he  was  authorized  to  deliver 
over  charge  of  the  ship  to  Mr.  Blecheynden  until  he  should  be  reinstated. 

38.  IMr.  Sturmer’s  assertion  was  corroborated  by  the  copies  of  the  ship’s 
journal  at  Diamond  Harbour-  sent  up  to  us,  being  signed  by  him.  We  judged 
it  proper,  however,  to  call  on  Captain  Craig  to  know  whether  he  had  suspended 
Mr.  Blecheynden,  and  were  informed  by  him  in  reply  that  he  had  never 
officially  suspended  Mr.  Blecheynden,  but  had  only  waved  his  acting  as 
chief  mate. 


Cosnn.  15tli 
December. 


39.  Considering  the  distinction  made  by  Captain  Craig  between  the  official 
suspension  of  an  officer,  and  the  waving  his  acting  in  his  situation  for  a  period 
of  three  months  as  nugatory,  and  moreover  deeming  the 
admission  of  it  highly  objectionable,  as  opening  a  door  for 
private  compromises  between  the  commanders  and  their 
officers  prejudicial  to  the  discipline  of  the  service ;  and  there  appearing  to  us 
at  the  same  time  ground  to  believe  that  this  objection  actually  applied  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Blecheynden  from  his  silence  under  the  extraordinary  circum¬ 
stances  of  his  situation,  combined  with  an  application  to  us  shortly  after  his 
arrival,  to  be  appointed  Master  Attendant  and  Marine  Store-Keeper  at 
Bencoolen,  we  had  no  hesitation  in  considering  Mr.  Sturmer  as  acting  chief 
mate,  and  consequently  entitled  to  succeed  to  the  command  of  the  ship. 
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and  accordingly  swore  him  in  to  the  temporary  command  until  your  pleasure 
should  be  known. 

40.  Mr.  Blecheynden  subsequently  applied  to  us  for  a  court  of  enquiry 
into  his  conduct.  We  thought  it  proper,  however,  to  reject  his  application, 
not  only  in  consideration  of  the  circumstances  on  which  we  had  grounded  our 
resolution  to  consider  him  under  suspension,  but  because  we  conceive  the 
discipline  of  your  ships  is  most  likely  to  be  preserved  by  leaving  the  com¬ 
manders  to  exercise  the  authority  vested  in  them  over  their  officers,  and  holding 
them  responsible  to  you  and  their  owners  for  the  abuse  of  it.  The  report 
of  the  Marine  Board  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  1st  ultimo,  contains 
other  objections  to  our  interposition  in  such  cases  between  commanders  and 
their  officers,  excepting  in  instances  in  which  particular  circumstances  or  the 
good  of  the  public  service  may  require  it. 

41.  The  Deputy  Governor  and  Council  represented  to  us  the  very  great 
distresses  under  which  they  labored  for  want  of  pecuniary  aid,  and  their 
inability  to  provide  the  expected  investments  for  Europe,  unless  they  received 
an  immediate  supply  from  hence  of  four  lacks  of  sicca  rupees,  and  to  provide 
against  its  not  being  in  our  power  to  remit  to  them  the  sum  they  required, 
they  requested  that  Mr.  Griffiths  of  their  establishment  might  have  the  sanction 
of  this  Government  to  negotiate  a  set  of  certificates  on  Bengal  with  which 
they  had  intrusted  him,  with  a  view  of  insuring  to  themselves  a  supply  of 
specie. 

42.  Not  deeming  it  expedient  to  authorise  Mr.  Griffiths  to  raise  money 
in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Deputy  Governor  and  Council,  we  directed 
him  to  transmit  the  whole  of  the  certificates  to  us  which  had  been  intrusted 
to  his  care,  and  which  we  immediately  cancelled. 

43.  In  consideration  however  of  their  very  urgent  call  for  our  assistance, 
we  determined  to  forward  to  them  by  the  Oueeriy  which  ship  we  determined 
to  return  immediately  to  Fort  Marlbro'  with  troops  and  stores,  the  sum  of 
four  lacks  of  rupees  in  dollars ;  but  our  own  pressing  exigencies  compelled 
us  to  limit  the  supply  in  specie  by  that  conveyance  to  dollars  1,15,000  or 
sicca  E.S.  2,45,775,  besides  the  sum  of  20,000  sicca  rupees  advanced  to 
IVIr.  Griffiths  agreeably  to  their  request  and  to  be  paid  by  him  into  their 
treasury,  and  10,000  dollars  in  copper  coin.  It  is  our  intention,  however,  to 
complete  the  full  supply  of  four  lacks  as  soon  as  it  may  be  in  our  power. 

44.  Mr.  Griffiths  not  having  brought  with  him  the  musters  of  copper 
cash  which  the  Government  of  Fort  Marlbro'  gave  us  to  understand  they  had 
delivered  to  him,  and  having  been  informed  by  him  that  the  new  Bengal 
coin  of  which  we  had  a  large  quantity  ready,  would  answer  equally  well  for 
the  currency  of  the  settlement,  we  determined  to  send  the  supply  of  copper 
in  that  coin. 

45.  As  the  opium  consigned  to  Fort  Marlbro’  last  year  appeared  to  have 
sold  at  a  premium  of  25  per  cent  beyond  the  average  sale  here,  we  thought 
proper  to  send  to  that  settlement  200  chests  by  the  Queen,  being  double  the 
quantity  consigned  to  them  last  year. 

46.  You  will  observe  that  the  Government  of  Bencoolen  stated  to  us 
various  inconveniences  and  disadvantages  under  which  the  civil  servants  and 
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inhabitants  of  that  settlement  labored,  and  submitted  to  us  the  following  pro¬ 
positions  for  their  relief,  vizt., 

1st.  That  all  payments  either  for  purchases  or  on  account  of  salary 
and  allowances,  made  by  their  treasury  in  paper,  shall  bear  the  established 
interest  of  the  place  10  per  cent  in  the  same  manner  as  the  certificates  issued 
in  lieu  of  money  at  the  several  Presidencies  in  India. 

2nd.  That  their  drafts  or  certificates  on  Bengal  for  which  payment  is  made 
at  Bencoolen  in  their  own  treasury  certificates  shall  be  paid  in  Calcutta  in 
certificates  bearing  the  same  rate  of  interest  as  the  other  current  and  recent 
issues  of  the  government. 

3rd.  That  a  paper  currency  be  established  fox  the  accommodation  of  the 
inhabitants  consisting  of  notes  from  P  50  downwards  not  bearing  interest 
payable  on  demand  at  their  treasury. 

47.  On  the  first  of  these  propositions  we  observed,  that  the  certificates 
issued  in  Bengal  bore  the  same  interest  as  the  register  debts  of  other  Presiden¬ 
cies  of  the  same  date,  vizt.,  6  per  cent,  with  the  exception  of  the  notes  issued  for 
the  Ceylon  spices,  and  that  it  appeared  to  us  that  the  desired  relief  might  be 
effected  without  making  any  alteration  in  the  rate  of  interest  of  the  certificates 
of  the  description  of  their  Presidency  which  w^e  thought  it  desirable,  if  possible, 
to  avoid. 

48.  With  respect  to  the  second  proposition  we  remarked,  that  we  had 
before  noticed  that  their  certificates  were  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  all 
other  issues  of  paper  of  the  same  description. 

49.  As  to  the  third  proposition,  we  thought  it  necessary  to  observe  that 
your  Hon’ble  Court  had  expressed  your  disapprobation  of  the  connexion  which 
subsisted  betw’-een  this  Government  and  the  General  Bank  of  India,  and  it 
appeared  to  us  that  the  proposed  establishment  of  paper  currency  at  a  settle¬ 
ment  so  circumscribed  in  its  resources  as  the  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlbro’ 
was  not  likely  to  be  attended  with  any  advantage  to  the  Company,  adequate 
to  the  expences  of  management  and  the  risk  of  suffering  from  forgeries  which 
are  said  to  have  been  frequently  committed. 

50.  With  regard  to  their  further  suggestion  for  the  establishment  of  a 
gold  coinage,  we  observed  that  very  great  difficulties  had  been  universally 
experienced  in  apportioning  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  as  coin  to 
their  relative  value  in  the  market  as  bullion,  so  as  to  ensure  for  any  consider¬ 
able  length  of  time  their  indiscriminate  circulation  in  money,  and  that 
the  establishment  of  coins  of  the  two  metals  in  a  place  w^here  the  circulation 
is  so  limited  as  it  necessarily  must  be  at  Bencoolen,  would,  we  conceived,  enable 
any  person  possessing  a  large  capital,  or  considerable  influence,  to  enhance  the 
value  of  one  or  other  of  the  coins  and  consequently  subject  the  public  and 
individuals  to  very  heavy  loss.  Instead  therefore  of  the  proposed  gold  coinage, 
we  strongly  recommended  it  to  them  to  render  the  Spanish  dollar  and  its 
subdivision  the  general  and  if  possible  the  sole  currency  of  the  place. 

51.  In  Heu  of  the  several  propositions  which  they  suggested  to  us,  we 
acquainted  them  that  we  considered  it  preferable,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
likely  to  afford  effectual  relief  to  tbeir  exigencies,  to  aiithorize  them  to  transfer 
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to  Bengal  the  whole  of  their  paper  debt  (which  according  to  our  estimate 
exceeded  not  two  lacks  of  dollars)  at  the  exchange  of  sicca  Rs.  225  or  current 
rupees  261  per  IDO  dollars,  and  to  raise  supplies  for  the  future  as  opportunities 
might  offer,  by  drawing  bills  upon  us  for  dollars  paid  into  their  treasury  in 
specie,  payable  in  Bengal  at  the  same  rate  of  exchange  and  at  31  days  after 
sight. 

52.  Their  certificates  being  before  transferable  to  England  at  the  exchange 
of  current  rupees  250  per  100  dollars,  and  as  they  possessed  authority  to  draw 
upon  us  at  the  same  rate  of  exchange,  the  addition  made  was  consequently 
nearly  equal  to  ¥/z  per  cent. 

53.  At  the  same  time  we  thought  it  proper  to  express  our  hope  that  the 
supply  of  cash  sent  to  them  by  the  Queen  with  the  further  sum  we  proposed 
to  remit,  added  to  the  encreased  quantity  of  opium  which  we  had  consigned  to 
them  and  the  authority  which  w^e  had  given  to  them  to  draw  bills  upon  us 
for  specie  paid  into  their  treasury,  would  enable  them  to  discharge  all  future 
demands  upon  their  treasury  in  cash. 

54.  Adverting  to  the  possibility  of  the  Queen’s  being  captured  or  lost, 
we  further  authorized  them  in  case  of  urgent  necessity  arising  from  such  event, 
to  endeavour  to  raise  money  by  opening  a  loan  repayable  in  Bengal  in  twn 
years  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum  for  two  years  only, 
at  the  exchange  before  mentioned  vizt.,  sicca  Rs.  225  or  current  Rs.  261  per 
100  dollars,  the  amount  however  not  to  exceed  on  the  aggregate  the  sum  of 
five  lacks  of  sicca  rupees. 

55.  We  desired  the  Government  to  dispatch  the  Queen  direct  to  England, 
reporting  to  us  the  quantity  of  goods  which  they  might  have  in  hand  after 
completing  her  cargo,  that  we  might  determine  on  the  expediency  of  sending 
the  expected  Bencoolen  ship  to  that  settlement,  or  otherwise  employing  her. 

56.  A  copy  of  the  letter  which  we  propose  to  dispatch  to  Fort  Marlbro’ 
is  forwarded  in  the  packet,  and  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  it  for  the  other 
details  relating  to  that  settlement. 


Civil  Servants 


SI.  The  following  appointments  have  taken  place  in  this  Department 
since  the  date  of  our  last  advices.  Mr.  Beachcroft  appointed  Commercial 
Resident  at  Bauleah  vice  Collinson  resigned.  Mr.  Andrew 
Seton  appointed  Commercial  Resident  at  Hurriaul  vice 
Beachcroft.  Mr.  N.  Hornby  appointed  Deputy  Paymaster 
to  the  troops  at  Chunar  vice  A.  Seton.  The  Hon’ble  A. 
Ramsay  appointed  Assistant  to  the  Commercial  Resident 
at  Benares.  Messrs.  Bell,  Parry,  and  Larkins  appointed 
Assistants  in  the  Secret  Department  of  the  Secretary's 
office. 


Consn.  13th 
November. 

Consn.  5th 
December. 

Do.  15th  Do. 

Do.  22nd  Do. 


58.  Mr.  CoUinson  having  obtained  permission  to  resign  the  service  and 
proceed  to  Europe  on  account  of  his  private  affairs,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend 
that  be  may  be  permitted  to  return  without  prejudice  to  bis  rank  in  the 
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event  of  liis  making  application  for  that  purpose  within  the  time  prescribed 
bv  the  Act ;  we  deem  it  proper  to  add,  that  Mr,  Collinson’s  conduct  in  the 
emplovments  which  he  has  held  has  been  such  as  to  merit  our  favorable 
mention  of  him  to  your  Hon’ble  Court. 


Marine 

59.  The  commanders  of  the  Indiamen,  lately  returned  from  Prince  of 
Wales  Island  with  the  troops  destined  for  the  expedition, 
having  represented  to  us  the  great  and  heavy  extra  ex- 
pences  which  they  incurred  for  their  table  whilst  the  troops 
tvere  on  board,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  vour  Honhle  Court 
to  the  letter  which  they  addressed  to  us  on  the  occasion, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity  w'hich  they 
have  uniformly  manifested  from  their  first  destination  for 
this  service,  we  heg  leave  to  recommend  their  application 
to  your  favorable  consideration. 


Lord  Macartney, 
Lord  Camden, 
Lord  Hawkesbury, 
General  Goddard 
and  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington. 

Consn.  27th 
November. 


60.  On  our  consultation  of  the  1st  December  are  recorded  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  a  court  of  enquiry  held  on  hlr,  Venner,^  third  officer  of  the  Royal 
Admiral,  at  the  request  of  Captain  Fellowes.  Mr.  Venner 
was  acquitted  of  two  of  the  charges,  drunkenness  and  dis¬ 
obedience  of  orders,  but  having  been  found  guilty  of  the 
third,  vizt.,  ''disrespect  to  his  commander,’’  we  admonished  him  against  any 
similar  conduct  in  future. 


Consn.  1st 
December. 


Consn.  20th 
November, 


61.  The  Triton  pilot  schooner  having  been  found  upon  examination  to 
be  in  want  of  repairs,  the  Marine  Board  ordered  a  survey 
report  on  her,  and  being  of  opinion  from  her  great  age 
that  she  was  not  worth  the  repairs  which  this  report  stated 

she  would  require,  we  directed  her  to  be  sold  out  of  the  service. 

62.  At  the  recommendation  of  the  Board,  we  at  the  same  time  adopted 
the  following  rules. 


1st.  That  all  the  stores  belonging  to  the  vessels  in  the  pilot  service  which 
may  hereafter  be  condemned  as  unserviceable  or  worn  out,  shall  be  delivered 
over  to  the  Naval  Storekeeper. 

2nd.  That  the  hulls  of  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  pilot  service  which 
may  hereafter  be  condemned  as  unserviceable  or  worn  out  shall  be  sold  by 
public  auction  separate  from  their  stores,  under  a  condition  of  their  being 
broken  up  by  the  purchasers. 

3rd.  That  periodical  sales  by  public  auction  at  the  times  that  may  be 
found  most  convenient  shall  be  made  of  the  stores  belonging  to  the  pilot 
schooners,  which  may  have  been  returned  unserviceable  as  well  as  of  all 
damaged  and  condemned  stores  which  may  otherwise  have  been  accumulated 
in  the  Naval  Store-Keeper’s  yard. 

63.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  13th  October  and  1 3th  November  are 
recorded  two  letters  from  our  Marine  Board,  and  extracts  from  the  log  book 
of  the  Nonsuch  during  her  late  cruize,  and  sundry  papers  respecting  Captain 
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Thomas’s  interference  in  a  dispute  between  the  commander  of  a  country  ship 
and  the  Rajah  of  Teilasamoy,  and  also  regarding  the  capture  of  the  Armida 
a  vessel  under  the  colors  of  the  king  of  Cochin  China. 

64.  On  a  consideration  of  these  papers  we  were  of  opinion  that  Captain 
Thomas’s  interference  on  the  application  of  Captain  Piercy  to  recover  the 
money  claimed  by  him  from  the  Rajah  of  Telasamoy,  was,  even  by  his  own 
account  of  the  transaction,  irregular,  unjustifiable  and  highly  culpable,  and 
we  directed  Captain  Thomas  to  be  informed  that  we  should  consider  him  as 
answerable  for  the  consequences  of  his  interference. 

65.  For  his  misconduct  on  this  occasion,  and  for  his  disobedience  of 
orders  in  not  returning  to  Bengal  by  the  period  enjoined  in  our  instructions 
to  him  recorded  on  our  Secret  Proceedings  of  the  12th  of  May  last,  we  deter¬ 
mined  to  remove  him  from  the  command  of  the  Nonsuch. 


66.  The  commander  of  the  Armida  having  on  his  arrival  here  remons- 

Consn.  13th  trated  to  us  against  the  capture  of  the  ship,  we  directed 

November.  him  and  Captain  Thomas  to  be  informed  that  we  could 

Do.  20th  Do.  not  take  cognizance  of  the  case,  as  the  legality  of  the 

capture  was  a  question  which  could  only  be  decided  in  the  Admiralty  Court. 

67.  We  have  appointed  Captain  Grey,  a  lieutenant  in  His  Majesty’s  navy 
and  w'ho  formerly  commanded  the  Marine  Corps  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island, 
to  the  command  of  the  Nonsuch^  in  the  room  of  Captain  Thomas. 


68.  For  the  instructions  given  to  him  for  his  present  cruize,  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  our  proceedings  of  the  4th  December. 

69.  We  are  concerned  to  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  capture  of 
two  of  your  pilot  schooners,  the  Tryal  and  Harrmgton^  by  a  French  privateer 

in  Balasore  Roads.  Had  Captain  Thomas  returned  to 
NOTember^*^^^  Bengal  by  the  time  required  in  his  instructions,  it  is 
probable  that  the  Nonsuch  would  have  been  refitted,  and 
[vzc]  on  her  cruising  of  station  in  time  to  have  prevented  the  capture  of  these 
vessels. 


70.  At  the  recommendation  of  the  Marine  Board  we  have  put  Catharine 

Consn,  1st  Guthrie,  the  widow  of  the  late  George  Guthrie,  mate  in 

December.  your  pilot  service  on  the  pension  list  with  the  usual  allow¬ 

ance  of  sicca  Rs.  15  per  month. 

71.  The  Marine  Board  having  also  recommended  to  our  favourable 

Consn.  20th  notice  a  petition  from  the  widow  of  the  late  James  Morrison, 

November.  a  Boatswain  in  your  pilot  service,  we  have  authorized  them 

to  put  her  on  the  pension  list  with  an  allowance  of  Rs.  10  per  month. 

72.  The  commander  of  the  Lord  Macartney  having  represented  to  us 
that  Benjamin  Terney  one  of  the  extra  seamen  employed  for  the  late  expedi- 

Consn  1st  Majesty’s  service,  had  been  disabled  by  an 

December.  ^  accident,  whilst  on  that  service,  we  have  ordered  him  to  be 

accommodated  with  a  charterparty  passage  on  board  that 
ship,  and  beg  leave  to  request  you  will  make  application  for  such  provision 
for  him  as  is  usually  granted  to  persons  in  his  predicament. 


332 


PUBLIC  LETTER  TO  COURT 


83.  But  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  nutmeg,  clove  and  other  plants 
sent  by  Mr.  Smith  from  the  Maluccas  to  Poolo  Penang  having  reached  that 
island,  we  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  send  from  hence  a  European 
gardener  to  cultivate  them  agreeably  to  our  former  resolution,  but  have 
directed  them  to  be  distributed  among  the  settlers  there,  who  have  plantations 
of  pepper,  as  the  most  likely  method  of  preserving  them. 

84.  We  have  also  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  teak  tree  conti¬ 
nues  to  thrive  ;  several  thousands  of  them  are  planted  out  in  the  Botanic 
Garden,  and  great  numbers  of  plants  and  considerable  quantities  of  seeds 
have  been  sent  to  different  parts  of  Bengal  and  Behar. 

85.  The  China  sugarcane  which  was  imported  last  year  thrives  parti¬ 
cularly  well,  and  considerable  quantities  for  planting  have  already  been 
distributed, 

86.  Doctor  Roxburgh's  state  of  health  requiring  a  change  of  air,  we  have 
allowed  him  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  eventually  to  Europe, 
should  he  find  it  necessary  for  his  recovery.  We  have  committed  the  charge 
of  the  Botanic  Garden  to  Dr.  Fleming  during  the  absence  of  Doctor  Roxburgh. 

87.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon'ble  Court  to  the  consultation  noted 

Consn.  6th  margin  for  a  report  on  the  stationary  imported  on 

November.  your  ship  the  Rose. 

88.  For  a  report  also  on  the  supply  imported  on  the  Britannia  from 
Madras,  but  which  was  shipped  in  England  on  the  King  George,  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  our  proceedings  of  the  15th  December. 

89.  The  Vice-President  in  Council  on  the  1st  December  submitted  to  us 
proposals  from  Mr.  Blaquiere  for  publishing  a  dictionary  and  grammar  in 

Consn  1st  Sanscrit  and  English  languages.  As  we  were  fully  con- 

Decemben  ^  vinced  of  Mr.  Blaquiere's  qualifications  for  the  execution 

of  this  work  w^hich  promises  to  be  of  great  public  utility, 
by  facilitating  the  acquirement  of  a  knowledge  of  the  Sanscrit  language,  the 
attainment  of  which  is  well  knowm  is  at  present  attended  with  considerable 
difficulty  from  the  want  of  a  work  similar  to  that  proposed  to  be  published  by 
Mr.  Blaquiere,  and  as  he  could  not  from  the  nature  of  it  expect  much  assist¬ 
ance  from  individuals,  we  have  subscribed  for  one  hundred  copies  which  we 
hope  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  your  Hon'ble  Court. 

90.  The  state  of  your  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows— 

State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  30th  December  1797 


Ready  money 


Gold  mohurs 

14,247-11 

2,27,963-0-0 

Siccas 

44,546-8-0 

Dollars 

1,15,000 

2,45,775-0-0 

Copper 

... 

43,742-7-8 

-  5,62,026-[15]-8 

Bills  receivable 

2,911-[12]-3 

Sicca  Rs.  5,64, 938-[l  1-11] 
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Answer  to  General  letter  from  the  Court  of  Directors  of  9th  May  1797 

(1)  Noticing  dispatches  now  re- 
plied  to. 

(2)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  which 

requires  no  reply.  j 

(3)  Approve  of  our  attention  to  the  ^  3.  No  reply, 

pecuniary  w^ants  of  the  Government 

of  Fort  St.  George. 

(4)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  which 

requires  no  reply.  j 

(5)  Approve  of  the  agreement  with  4.  The  measures  adopted  for  the 
Gopaul  Doss  and  Hurry  Kissen  Doss  supply  of  the  exigencies  of  the 
for  supplying  the  Bombay  treasury.  Bombay  Government  were  communi¬ 
cated  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  in  our 
dispatches  under  date  the  30th  Decem¬ 
ber  last. 

(6)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  which  " 
requires  no  reply. 

(7)  Approve  of  Mr.  Secretary  Hay’s  ^  5.  Need  no  reply, 

letter  to  Bombay  respecting  the  Revd. 

Mr.  Mason. 

(8)  Noticing  paragraphs  respecting  6.  Do. 

Captain  Scott  which  will  be  replied  to 

in  the  letter  to  Bombay. 

(9)  Approve  of  our  letter  to  Fort" 

Marlbro’  dated  18th  August  1795  with 
a  reservation  of  any  orders  they  may 

think  proper  to  give.  ^  7_  ^o  reply. 

(10)  Approve  of  the  appointment 
of  Major  Clayton  to  be  commandant 
at  Fort  Marlbro’. 

(11)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  8.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe 
which  has  already  been  replied  to.  from  our  dispatches  to  Fort  Marlbro’ 

of  the  9th  January  1797  that  we  con¬ 
firmed  the  agreement  which  that 
Government  had  made  with  Messrs, 
Waters,  Dinning,  Grant,  Hunter  and 
Griegson,  the  purchasers  of  the  plan¬ 
tation  at  Banterim. 

(12)  Our  correspondence  with" 

Prince  of  Wales  Island  requires  no 
particular  observations. 

(13)  ^  Noticing  a  paragraph  respect- 
opium  replied  to  in  the  Separate 

letter. 
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(33)  Instructions  respecting  bills 
of  exchange. 

(34-35)  Respecting  the  silver  and 
gold  coinage. 


(36)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
which  requires  no  reply. 

(37)  Pension  granted  Mrs.  Charters 
and  infants. 

(38)  Are  pleased  with  the  accounts 
respecting  the  Native  Hospital. 

(39)  The  address  to  Mr.  Hastings  ^ 
has  been  forwarded. 

(40)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
has  already  been  replied  to. 

(41)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
which  requires  no  reply. 

(42)  Our  letter  of  the  11th  Decem¬ 
ber  1795  requires  no  reply. 

(43)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
which  require  no  reply. 

(44)  Approve  of  the  supplies  sent 
to  Fort  St.  George. 


(45)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
has  been  replied  to  in  the  letter  to 
Bombay. 

(46)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Commer¬ 
cial  Department. 

(47)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
which  have  been  noticed  in  the 
Bombay  letter. 

(48)  Approve  of  our  directions  res¬ 
pecting  the  Bengal  contract  rice  sent 
from  Bombay  to  Madras  and  Telli- 
cherry. 

(49)  Our  attention  to  the  wants  of 
the  island  of  St.  Helena  highly  com¬ 
mendable. 


18.  Replied  to  in  the  11th  para¬ 
graph  of  our  dispatches  of  the  30th 
April  last. 

19.  For  our  observations  on  this 
subject  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your 
Hon’ble  Court  to  the  27th  paragraph 
of  our  letter  from  the  Commercial 
Department  under  date  the  30th  April 
1797. 

20.  Requires  no  reply. 

21.  Mrs.  Charters  having  embarked 
for  Europe,  we  have  communicated 
this  paragraph  to  her  attornies. 

22.  Requires  no  reply. 


23.  Require  no  reply. 


24.  Your  HonBle  Court  may  be 
assured  that  we  shall  always  endeavor 
to  supply  the  exigencies  of  your  other 
governments,  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
our  power. 
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(65)  Are  pleased  with  the  testi¬ 
monials  of  Mr.  Kennaway’s  good 
conduct. 

(66)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
which  require  no  reply. 

(67)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
wiii  be  replied  to  in  the  Law  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(68)  Pension  granted  Mrs.  Pott. 


(69)  Will  give  their  sentiments 
hereafter  on  the  pot  of  opium  made 
in  the  Botanic  Garden. 

(70)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
which  has  already  been  replied  to. 

(71-72)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
which  requires  no  reply. 

(73)  Noticing  paragraphs  which 
have  been  already  replied  to. 

(74)  Noticing  paragraphs  which 
have  been  transferred  to  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Department. 

(75)  Are  pleased  that  Captain  Can¬ 
ning’s  bonds  have  been  discharged. 

(76)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
has  already  been  replied  to. 

(77)  Approve  of  Major  Macdo¬ 
nald’s  appointment.  Observe  we  have 
not  decided  on  Mr.  Griffith’s  applica¬ 
tion  to  be  appointed  1st  Assistant. 


(78)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
which  requires  no  reply. 

(79-80)  Noticing  paragraphs  which 
have  been  transferred  to  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Department.  ^ 


29.  No  reply. 


30.  We  have  made  Mrs.  Pott 
acquainted  with  the  determination  of 
your  Hon’ble  Court  in  respect  to  the 
pension  you  have  allowed  her;  and 
we  shall  also  make  her  a  suitable 
allowance  for  her  passage  to  Europe, 
should  her  circumstances  require  this 
indulgence. 


>  31.  Require  no  reply. 


32.  Mr.  Griffith’s  propositions  not 
appearing  to  us  adapted  to  the  exist¬ 
ing  circumstances  of  the  settlement, 
we  did  not  consider  it  expedient, 
under  the  latitude  given  to  us  by  your 
Hon’ble  Court,  to  avail  ourselves  of 
his  services  in  the  situation  applied 
for  by  him. 


33.  Require  no  reply. 
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(100)  Authorize  us  to  grant  a  pen¬ 
sion  to  Mrs.  Counsel!. 


(101)  Ensign  Blunt’s  narrative  sent 
to  Major  Rennel.^ 

(102)  The  Addresses  from  ^e  mer¬ 
chants  of  Benares  have  been  forward¬ 
ed  to  Mr,  Hastings. 

(103-104)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
which  require  no  reply. 

(105)  Desire  to  be  informed  whether 
the  building  of  the  schooner  in  lieu  of 
the  Chandernagore  was  completed 
within  the  estimate  vizt.,  48,000  sicca 
Rs. 


(106-107)  Noticing  irregularity  in 
the  transmission  of  our  consultations, 
in  the  Political,  Foreign  and  Military 
Departments  and  observing  that  the 
proceedings  in  the  Public  and  Com¬ 
mercial  Departments  are  not  properly 
arranged. 


38.  In  consideration  of  the  services 
of  Captain  Counsell  as  certified  in  the 
memorial  transmitted  to  you,  we  have 
agreed  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  per¬ 
mission  given  by  your  Hon’ble  Coun 
to  allow  his  widow  a  pension  equal  to 
£50  per  annum  for  her  life. 


>  39.  Require  no  reply. 


40.  The  estimate  for  the  Harring- 
to7i  pilot  schooner  was  exceeded  by 
sicca  Rs.  1,411-14-3  in  her  outfit  as 
follows  as  stated  in  the  report  from 
the  Marine  Board  recorded  on  our 
proceedings  of  the  26th  instant. 

Hull  of  the  vessel  sicca  Rs.  40,000-  0-0 
Outfit  charges  ...  9,111-14-3 


Total  cost  ...  49,111-14-3 

41.  The  directions  contained  in 
these  paragraphs  for  providing  for  the 
regular  transmission  of  our  proceed¬ 
ings  to  England,  have  long  since  been 
anticipated  by  the  arrangement  made 
by  our  Secretary  as  noticed  in  the 
24th  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the 
31st  August  1796  ;  and  the  proceedings 
in  all  the  Departments  have  accord¬ 
ingly  been  forwarded  to  you  up  to  the 
date  of  our  several  dispatches. 

42.  With  respect  to  the  distribution 
of  the  subjects  under  the  different 
heads  in  the  Public  Department,  we 
find  that  it  has  in  general  correspond¬ 
ed  with  the  intention  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  detailed  in  our  resolutions  of  the 
16th  October  1795. 

43.  We  are  of  opinion,  however,  on 
a  reconsideration  of  that  arrangement, 
that  the  correspondence  respecting 
your  Europe  ships,  directed  by  it  to 
be  recorded  in  the  Public  Depart¬ 
ment,  being  properly  of  a  commer- 


342 


PUBLIC  LETTER  TO  COURT 


(114)  Regular  lists  of  the  civil 
servants  to  be  transmitted  twice  a  year 
with  a  list  of  casualties  by  deaths  or 
resignations. 

(115)  Desire  we  will  procure  all  the 
information  we  can  respecting  India 
for  the  information  of  their  Historio¬ 
grapher. 


46.  We  shall  be  particularly  careful 
to  transmit  to  your  Honorable  Court 
the  lists  required  in  this  paragraph 
made  up  to  fhe  period  desired. 

47.  We  have  directed  copies  of  this 
paragraph  to  be  circulated  to  such  of 
your  servants  as  from  their  situation 
are  most  likely  to  have  it  in  their 
power  to  furnish  information  on  the 
several  subjects  specified  by  your 
Hon’ble  Court. 


Bombay 


For  BiPs  on  the 
Governor  General  in 
Council — 1 3,37,547. 
On  Moorshedabad 
—5,34,525. 


48.  In  our  letter  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  9th  January  1797,  para¬ 
graph  5,  we  informed  you  of  the  authority  we  had  granted  the  Bombay  Govern¬ 
ment  to  draw  bills  on  us  for  the  supply  of  their  treasury. 

49.  On  a  reference  to  the  public  accounts,  it  appears  that  the  amount 
which  the  Bombay  Government  have  procured  under  this  authority,  amounted, 

on  the  28th  November  last,  to  sicca  rupees  18,72,072  and 
we  are  happy  to  observe  that  their  remittances,  which  have 
been  effected  at  par,  and  to  an  amount  which  far  exceeded 
our  expectations,  are,  on  an  average,  two  per  cent  more 
favorable  to  the  Company  than  the  average  rate  at  which 
supplies  have  been  remitted  to  Bombay  for  the  last  5  years,  the  saving  gained 
by  the  Company  thereby  is  sicca  Rs.  34,440. 

50.  The  establishment  of  this  safe  and  expeditious  mode  for  the  remit¬ 
tance  of  the  surplus  proceeds  of  the  mercantile  consignments  from  hence,  by 
obliging  the  shroffs  to  grant  bills  on  the  same  terms,  has  also  kept  the  exchange 
between  the  two  Presidencies  for  some  time  past  at  par ;  and  independent  of 
these  advantages  resulting  to  Government,  and  to  the  merchants  in  general, 
trading  between  Bengal  and  the  western  side  of  India,  the  plan  will  preclude 
the  necessity  of  the  heavy  drafts  on  the  Benares  treasury,  and  consequently 
save  the  charge  on  account  exchange  and  interest  which  has  been  incurred 
in  making  remittances  to  answer  those  drafts,  as  well  as  prevent  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  the  large  sums  in  specie,  which  the  shroffs,  through  whom  the  remit¬ 
tances  have  been  negociated,  have  been  obliged  to  send  from  Bengal  to  Benares 
to  enable  them  to  discharge  their  bills. 

51.  From  these  considerations,  we  have  requested  the  Bombay  Govern¬ 
ment  not  to  enter  into  any  contract  for  the  monthly  supply  of  their  treasury 

without  our  previous  sanction,  and  that  they  will  not  draw 
any  bills  on  Benares  as  long  as  the  present  mode  of  raising 
supplies  by  drawing  upon  us,  or  upon  the  Collector  of 
Moorshedabad,  shall  be  found  adequate  to  the  supply  of  their  exigencies, 

52.  The  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  subsequently  informed  us 
on  the  20th  December  that  they  had  accepted  a  tender  made  them  by  Captain 

Consn.  26th  Bannerpian  of  the  Madras  establishment  to  pay  into  the 

January.  treasury  in  Malabar,  the  sum  of  six  lacs  of  rupees,  in  the 

coins  current  in  the  province,  and  at  the  established  local  rates  of  exchange 


Consn.  5th 
January. 
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Sheeas  was  begun  under  the  superintendence  of  the  late  Sir  William  Jones, 
but  was  not  completed  until  after  his  death.  Conceiving  that  a  translation 
of  this  useful  work  would  be  very  desirable,  we  have,  at  the  recommendation 
of  the  Governor  General,  committed  the  translation  to  Lieutenant  J.  Baillie, 
an  officer  in  your  service,  who  has  made  great  proficiency  in  the  acquire¬ 
ment  of  the  Arabic  language,  and  whom  we  believe  to  be  well  qualified  in 
every  respect  for  the  execution  of  the  work.  We  have  promised  to  make 
Lieutenant  Baillie  such  a  recompence  for  his  trouble,  as  the  extent  of  the 
undertaking,  and  the  manner  of  its  execution,  may  appear  to  us  to  merit. 

61.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honffile  Court  to  our  proceedings  of 
the  26th  January  for  a  letter  from  Mr.  Josiah  Morgan,  who  was  employed 
many  years  as  an  uncovenanted  assistant  in  the  Secretary’s  office,  and  as  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  circumstances  stated  by  Mr.  Morgan  are  weD 
founded,  and  as  we  consider  him  an  object  of  compassion,  we  beg  to 
recommend  him  to  the  favourable  notice  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  for  such 
pension,  as  you  may  think  him  entitled  to. 

62.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows:  — 


State  of  the  General  Treasury  on  the  31st  January  1798 


Ready  Money 
Gold  mohurs 
Silver 
Copper 

Bills  receivable 


6,765-6-0  1,08,246-  0-0 

2,12,665-  0-0 
17,838-  4-0 


3,38,749-  4-0 
2,911-12-3 


Balance  account  deposit 
Accountant  General  Supreme 
Court 

Do.  do.  Mayor’s  Court 
Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Loans  @  12  per  cent  ... 

Do,  on  which  the  interest  has 
ceased 

Remittance  loan  of  4th  May  1797 
Register  debt 


2,82,839-15-3 


Sicca  Rs.  3,41,661-  0-3 


8,872-  1-4 

-  2,91,712-  0-7 

90,457-  1-3 

31,122-  6-9 
18,49,078-  0-0 

900-  2-5 
27,17,498-  0-0 
3,91,12,866-  8-4 

-  4,40,93,634-  3-4 


Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

the  31st  January  1798. 


(Original  per  Brittania. 
Duplicate  per  Lascellesl) 
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(9)  Have  resolved  to  appoint  one 
writer  for  the  season  of  1796  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  number  mentioned  in 
their  letter  of  the  20th  January. 

(10)  Names  of  writers  appointed  in 
further  part  of  the  number  to  be  sent 
to  Bengal  in  '96. 

(11)  Have  allowed  Mr.  Richard 
Thackeray,  a  writer,  to  remain  in 
England  till  next  season. 

(12)  Messrs.  Bateman  and  Tatham 
allowed  to  proceed  to  Bengal,  the 

former  as  a  barrister,  the  latter  as  an  ^  g  Require  no  reply, 
attorney  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

(13)  Names  of  free  mariners  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  India. 

(14)  The  Revd.  Mr.  Ringlet aub  and 
Revd.  jVIr.  Hobzbery  allowed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  India,  free  of  charge  to  the 
Company. 

(15)  The  addresses  to  Marquis 
Cornwallis  and  Mr.  Hastings  have 
been  forwarded  to  them. 

(16)  Have  received  Mr.  Secretary 
Barlow's  letter  of  the  30th  November 
1796. 

(17)  Mr.  W.  J.  Morgan,  a  writer, 
allowed  to  remain  in  England  till  next 
season. 

(18)  Have  been  induced  to  desist  9.  We  have  directed  copies  of  this 

from  taking  aiiy  further  steps  in  paragraph  to  be  sent  to  the  Board  of 
respect  to  Captain  Layman’s  conduct  Trade  and  Marine  Board,  with  orders 
towards  the  Rajah  of  Alas.  Clause  to  insert  the  clause  prescribed  by  your 
to  be  inserted  in  the  charterparty  of  Hon’ble  Court  in  the  charter  parties 
any  ship  engaged  by  us,  to  proceed  to  of  any  ships  that  may  be  engaged 
Europe.  proceed  to  England  with 

cargoes. 

(19)  ^  Mr.  William  John  Tovey,  a  10.  We  do  not  understand  that 

rnidshipman  on  board  the  Barwellj  Mr.  Tovey  ever  came  to  Bengal, 
directed  to  be  sent  to  England.  Should  he  come  here  at  any  future 

period,  we  shall  be  careful  that  the 
directions  of  your  Hon’ble  Court,  res¬ 
pecting  him,  are  carried  into  effect. 

Canton 

II.  On  the  3rd  February  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  informed  us 
that  they  had,  in  the  course  of  last  season,  negociated  remittances  to  China 
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be  considered  as  a  criterion  of  the  future  expence  of  them,  or  be  made  an 
objection  to  their  introduction  generally  (if  found  to  answer)  on  the  grounds 
of  its  exceeding  that  of  the  old  buoys.  The  difference  of  dimensions  between 
the  two  buoys  is  very  considerable,  and  the  expence  must  of  course  be  in 
proportion  as  stated  by  the  Board. 

18.  The  utility  of  such  an  object  as  the  marine  pyramid  being  placed  in 
the  intricate  parts  of  the  navigation  into  this  river,  amidst  shoals  out  of  sight 
of  land,  is  apparent,  and  therefore  the  experiment  was  well  worth  the  expence, 
and  as  Captain  Campbell  authenticated  his  documents,  we  sanctioned  the 
charge. 

19.  Captain  Campbell  has  furnished  the  Marine  Board  with  directions  to 
be  observed  in  the  construction  of  the  new  buoy.  He  has  also  sent  them  a 
model  of  the  buoy,  and  they  have  instructed  the  Master  Attendant  to  direct 
the  pilots  to  give  particular  attention  to  the  new  buoys,  and  occasionally  to 
furnish  their  remarks  on  them,  as  well  as  his  own.  We  shall  hereafter  do  our¬ 
selves  the  honor  of  reporting  the  result  of  the  experiment  to  your  Hohble 
Court. 

20.  Captain  Campbell  having  performed  his  part  of  the  agreement  in 
building  and  laying  the  buoys,  and  disclosing  all  the  information  which  was 
required  of  him,  it  remained  for  us  to  determine  the  salary  he  was  to  be  allowed 
while  employed  upon  the  work  and  which  we  had  agreed  to  give  him  even 
though  the  experiment  should  fail. 

21.  The  salary  given  to  the  commanders  of  ships  in  country  service  is  from 
3[00]  to  500  Rs.  per  month,  and  as  Captain  Campbell  may  be  ranked  among 
the  first  class  of  commanders  of  country  ships,  we  thought  proper  to  allow  him 
a  salary  of  sicca  Rs.  500  per  month,  and  the  further  sum  of  sicca  Rs.  100  per 
month  for  house  rent,  as  he  must  necessarily  have  been  at  the  expence  of  a 
house  on  the  departure  of  his  own  ship.  We  determined  also  that  the  allow¬ 
ances  should  be  paid  to  him  from  the  28th  March  1797,  the  day  on  which  his 
services  were  accepted,  until  the  end  of  the  month  of  December,  which  may  be 
considered  as  a  fair  time  to  allow  for  his  departure  for  Europe.  We  have  also 
resolved  to  grant  Captain  Campbell  for  his  passage  to  England  £100  or  sicca 
Rs.  976-11-1,  the  sum  which  has  been  granted  to  the  other  commanders  of 
extra  ships. 

22.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows :  — 

State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  28th  February  1798 
Ready  money 

Gold  mohurs  ...  11,359-10-0  1,81,754-  0-0 

Siccas  ...  ...  43,146-  8-0 

Copper  ...  ...  16,870-  2-0 

-  2,41,770-10-0 

Bills  receivable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,911-12-3 


Sicca  Rs.  2,44,682-  6-3 
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Fort  St.  George 

3  On  the  21st  ultimo,  the  Government  o£  Fort  St.  George  acquainted  us 
that  Lord  Hobart  had  resigned  that  Government,  and 
Consn.  13th  embarked  for  England  on  board  of  EQs  Majesty’s  ship 
Heroine;  and  that,  agreeably  by  your  orders,  Lieutenant 
General  Harris  had  taken  charge  of  the  Government. 

Canton 


4.  Adverting  to  the  communications  in  our  late  advices  from  the  supra- 
cargoes  at  Canton  respecting  their  transfer  debt,  we  have 
Cousn.  13th  requested,  with  a  view  to  the  suggestion  of  any  measures 
that  may  appear  to  us  calculated  to  improve  tlieir  credit  and 
resources,  that  tiiey  will  inform  us  of  the  nature  and  amount  of  this  debt,  and 
the  regulations  under  ^^hich  it  is  incurred  and  also  of  the  provisions  made  for 
the  liquidation  of  it. 


Prince  of  Wales  Island 

5.  The  Superintendent,  in  a  letter  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the 
5th  March,  laid  before  us  sundry  propositions  respecting  a  treaty  which  he 
proposed  to  negotiate  with  the  King  of  Acheen. 

6.  By  this  treaty,  the  Company  were  to  furnish  the  King  with  two  armed 
vessels,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  coast  of  his  territories,  and 
for  preventing  illicit  commerce,  but  in  reality  to  enable  the  King  to  mono¬ 
polize  more  efEectually  the  trade  of  his  dominions. 

7.  In  return  for  the  assistance  of  these  vessels,  the  King  was  to  supply 
the  Company  with  a  quantity  of  pepper  at  a  specific  price.  Against  the  price 
of  the  pepper,  was  to  be  charged  die  expense  of  the  maintenance  of  the  vessels, 
and  the  value  of  the  remainder  of  that  article  was  to  be  made  up  in  goods. 

8.  We  directed  the  Superintendent  to  inform  the  King  that,  although  we 
were  very  desirous  that  this  Government  should  remain  on  terms  of  amity 
with  him,  we  could  not  consent  to  the  adoption  of  any  measures  which  might 
have  a  tendency  to  implicate  the  British  nation  in  the  local  policy  of  any 
native  Government. 

9.  The  objections  to  furnishing  the  vessels  to  the  King  of  Acheen  were, 
in  our  opinion,  decisive  against  the  policy  of  the  proposed  agreement. 

10.  The  employment  of  two  vessels  in  the  manner  required  by  the  King 
would  have  been  discreditable  to  the  Government,  and  in  all  probability,  in¬ 
volved  it  in  distant,  petty  hostilities,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  trade  carried 
on  between  Bengal,  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  and  Sumatra. 

11.  Independently  of  these  objections,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the 
commercial  advantages  held  out  by  the  plan,  after  allowing  the  charge  upon 
the  pepper,  and  the  expence  of  a  ship  of  300  or  400  tons,  would  be  such  as  to 
be  worth  the  experiment.  But  even  under  a  different  supposition,  we  conceive 
that  we  should  not  have  been  justified  in  affording  the  required  assistance  to 
maintain  by  force  a  monopoly  in  favor  of  the  King  of  Acheen. 
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19.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows. 

State  of 

Ready  money 
Gold  mohurs 
Siccas 
Copper 

Bills  receivable 


Sicca  Rs.  2,37,930-14-4 

2,99,483-1-11 
8,872-1-  4 

-  3,08,355-  3-3 

90,457-  1-3 

31,122-  6-9 
29,38,894-  7-3 

900-  2-5 

29,28,880-  1-8 
3,91,19,654-11-5 

-  4,54,18,264-  2-0 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc 

Fort  William, 

the  1 6th  March  1798. 

(1  copy  per  Atlantic. 

2nd  „  per  Euridice.) 
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LETTER  DATED  17  MAY  1798 

Sir  Aimed  Clarke  takes  his  seat  as  Governor  General— construction  of  new 
vessels—  Dissertations  on  the  Rhetoric,  Prosody  and  Rhymes  of  the  Persian^’- 
state  of  the  general  treasury. 

. .  O  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 


Balance  account  deposit 
Accountant  General,  Supreme 
Court 

Do  do  Mayor’s  Court 

Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Loans  @  12  per  cent 
Do  do  on  which  the 

interest  has  ceased 
Remittance  loan  of  4th  May 
1797 

Register  debt 


the  General  Treasury  on  the  16th  March  1798 


13,214-  9-  0  2,11,433-  0-0 

7,091-  8-0 
16,494-10-1 


2,35,019-  2-1 
2,911-12-3 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 


1.  Our  last  advices  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  from 
dated  the  16th  March. 


this  Department  are 
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observe  that  those  embarrassments  could  not  be  attributed  to  any  failure  in 
the  promised  supply  from  hence.  The  total  amount  which  we  had  provided 
for  the  service  of  that  Presidency  in  the  course  of  the  current  year  was  60  lacs 
of  sicca  rupees,  or  pagodas  18,24,000-0-0  and  it  appeared  from  public  docu¬ 
ments  that  the  supplies  which  they  had  actually  received  from  hence  in  specie 
and  by  bills  between  the  1st  of  May  and  16th  March  amounted  to  [pagodas] 
16,86,330-0-0  leavmg  to  be  supplied  in  the  remaining  six  weeks  of  the  year 
pagodas  1,37,670-0-0. 

10.  From  this  statement  it  is  evident  that  at  the  period  when  their  letter 
is  dated  they  had  received  more  than  a  full  proportion  of  the  supply  which  we 
gave  them  reason  to  expect  from  us  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

11.  We  however  recommended  to  them  to  proceed  with  their  investment 
under  a  reliance  that  we  should  not  fail  to  afford  them  every  assistance  in  our 
power  ;  and  we  authorized  them  in  the  event  of  the  measure  appearing  to 
them  advisable  to  instruct  the  Collector  of  Massulipatam  to  raise  supplies  for 
the  service  of  the  investment  by  drawing  bills  on  Bengal. 

12.  From  a  subsequent  letter  from  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George 
dated  the  28th  April,  it  appeared  that  previous  to  the  receipt  of  our  directions 
for  suspending  the  remittance  to  Canton,  they  had  taken  up  bills  to  the 
amount  of  1,39,000  dollars.  They  at  the  same  time  expressed  their  inability 
in  the  present  state  of  their  finances  to  authorize  the  supracargoes  to  draw 
bills  on  them  without  a  prospect  of  their  experiencing  the  greatest  incon¬ 
venience  from  the  measure. 


Bombay 

13.  In  the  52nd  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  31st  of  January  last,  we 
acquainted  your  Hon'ble  Court  with  the  engagements  which  the  Government 
of  Bombay  had  entered  into  with  Captain  Bannerman  for  the  supply  of  the 
Malabar  treasuries  with  six  lacs  of  rupees  for  bills  on  Bengal. 

14.  Those  engagements  contained  a  clause  which  left  it  to  the  option  of 
this  Government  to  pay  the  bills  on  their  becoming  due,  or  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  them  as  long  as  we  might  think  proper  on  allowing  an  interest  of 
12  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  amount. 

15-  The  Government  of  Bombay  subsequently  forwarded  to  us  a  re¬ 
presentation  from  Captain  Bannerman  stating  his  inability  to  fulfil  his  engage¬ 
ments,  unless  this  clause  was  dispensed  with,  and  the  bills  on  us  made  payable 
when  they  became  due.  For  the  reasons  stated  by  that  Government  in  their 
letter  of  the  6th  March,  we  agreed  to  discharge  the  bills  both  for  the  six  lacs, 
and  the  further  sum  of  four  lacs  which  Captain  Bannerman  agreed  to  supply, 
as  tliey  might  become  due. 

16.  The  Government  of  Bombay  likewise  acquainted  us  that  to  enable 
them  to  answer  the  pressing  demands  on  their  treasury  they  had  obtained  at 
Surat  the  sum  of  three  lacs  of  rupees  for  bills  on  us  at  the  exchange  of  101 
Bombay  rupees  for  100  Moorshedabad  or  Calcutta  siccas,  with  a  clause  leaving 
the  period  of  payment  of  our  conveniences,  on  condition  of  our  allowing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  date  on  which  the 
bills  became  payable.  That  Government  informed  us  that  they  had  negocia- 
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builders’  work,  they  recommended  that  the  construction  or  repair  of  pilot 
sloops,  of  the  boats  which  form  the  state  establishment,  of  boats,  buoys,  and 
all  builders’  work  of  whatever  nature,  should  in  all  practicable  cases  be  execut¬ 
ed  in  future  through  the  agency  of  the  Company’s  officers.  They  accordingly 
recommended  that  a  new  office  should  be  instituted  for  that  purpose  under 
the  appellation  of  “Master  Builder”,  and  that  all  workmen  entertained  upon 
the  establishment,  as  well  as  all  ship  builders’  work  now  executed  by  the 
Master  Attendant  and  the  Naval  Storekeeper  should  be  transferred  to  the 
new  office. 

24.  For  the  reasons  at  large  in  which  the  Board  recommended  the  plan, 
w^e  beg  to  refer  you  to  their  minute. 

25.  The  Marine  Board  at  the  same  time  observed  that  it  was  impossible 
to  form  any  computation  of  the  outlay  that  might  be  required  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  plan,  although  they  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  would 
occasion  a  saving  of  expense,  and  that  the  service  would  be  more  satisfactorily 
performed  than  it  has  hitherto  been. 

26.  As  an  experiment  of  the  actual  expense  which  would  be  incurred  by 
the  Company’s  building  the  two  pilot  vessels,  and  the  anchor  and  buoy  boat, 
required  to  complete  the  establishment,  they  recommended  that  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  them  should  be  entrusted  to  Mr.  Waddel,  on  the  plan  and  under  the 
terms  proposed  in  their  minute. 

27.  To  this  recommendation,  we  judged  it  expedient  to  agree,  and 
accordingly  authorized  an  advance  of  50,000  rupees  to  be  made  for  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  work. 

28.  Before  any  further  expense  is  incurred,  the  Board  propose  to  frame, 
and  lay  before  us  the  detail  of  the  arrangements  for  carrying  the  plan  into 
full  effect. 

29.  In  the  19th  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  28th  February  last  in  this 
Department  we  acquainted  you  that  the  Master  Attendant  had  been  directed 
to  instruct  the  pilots  to  give  their  particular  attention  to  the  new  spira[l]  buoys 
constructed  by  Captain  P.  Campbell,  and  to  report  occasionally  the  remarks 
of  the  pilots  on  these  buoys,  with  his  own  opinion  respecting  them  for  our 
information. 

30.  The  reports  made  by  nine  of  the  branch  pilots  on  the  buoys,  and  the 
Master  Attendant’s  opinion  on  the  subject  are  recorded  on  our  proceedings 
of  the  24th  April. 

31.  We  have  much  satisfaction  in  observing  that  the  Master  Attendant 
and  the  pilots  are  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  these  buoys  will  contribute 
greatly  to  lessen  the  danger  of  the  navigation  of  this  river. 

32.  At  the  recommendation  of  the  Master  Attendant  and  the  pilots,  we 
have  authorized  the  construction  of  two  more  buoys  to  be  laid  in  the  eastern 
channel. 


Miscellaneous 

33.  For  a  report  on  the  stationary  imported  on  your  ship  the  Admiral 
Gardner  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  of  the  1st  May. 
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Balance  account  deposits 
Accountant  General,  Su¬ 
preme  Court 

Ditto  ditto  Mayor’s  Court 
Old  bond  debt  on  wliich 
the  interest  has  ceased  ... 
Loans  @  12  per  cent 
Ditto  ditto  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Remittance  loan  of  4th 
May  1797  ... 

Register  debt  ... 


6,44,750-6-6 

8,872-1-4 

-  6,53,622-  7-10 

90,457-  1-  3 

31,122-  6-  9 
39,98,744-11-  0 

900-  2-  5 

32,40,617-  1-  8 
3,90,88,062-11-  4 


4,71,03,526-10-  3 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 


Fort  William, 

17th  May  1798. 

(1  copy  per  Atlantic. 
2nd  copy  per  Euridice) 
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LETTER  DATED  31  JULY  1798 

Mornington  takes  his  seat  as  Governor -General — the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Nonsuch  to  he  granted  the  prize  in  all  legal  captures — also  compensa¬ 
tion  in  case  of  grievous  hurt  or  disability — widows  and  children  of  persons 
killed  in  action  entitled  to  support — Smith  the  nurseryman  sent  to  the  Eastern 
Island  for  collection  of  plants — state  of  the  general  treasury. 

0  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  the  17th  of  May. 

2.  We  have  now  the  honor  to  forward  by  the  Eurydice  the  broken 
set  of  our  proceedings  for  the  2nd  March  to  the  30th  July  inclusive  with  an 
index. 

3.  By  His  Majesty’s  ship  La  Virginie  which  arrived  here  on  the  17  th  of 
May  we  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  18th  October  1797. 
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(16)  The  Reverend  James  Gardiner  9.  We  shall  attend  to  the  order 
allowed  to  proceed  to  Fort  St.  George  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
as  a  school  master  not  to  be  employed  paragraph. 

as  a  chaplain  in  India. 

(17)  Sir  Alured  Clarke  to  take  10.  We  have  communicated  this 

charge  of  the  Government  General  paragraph  to  Sir  Alured  Clarke, 
provisionally,  on  the  death,  resigna-  jp  We  take  this  opportunity  of 

tion  or  occasional  absence  of  Lord  requesting  your  particular  attention  to 
Mornington.  of  our  Advocate  General’s 

letter  of  the  17  th  March  last  (recorded 
on  our  proceedings  of  the  same  date) 
which  relates  to  the  case  of  the 
Governor  General’s  having  occasion  to 
visit  either  of  the  other  Presidencies. 

(18-19)  The  public  to  be  informed  12.  These  terms  have  been  pub- 
of  the  terms  on  which  the  Hon’ble  lished  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette. 

Court  have  authorized  the  supra- 
cargoes  at  Canton  to  draw  on  them. 

13.  We  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Right  Hon’ble  the  Earl 
of  Mornington  arrived  at  this  Presidency  on  the  17th  May  last,  and  that 
on  the  following  day  His  Lordship  took  his  seat  as  Governor  General. 

14.  The  decennial  loan  proposed  by  the  Governor  General  in  his  minute 
recorded  on  our  proceedings  in  the  Secret  Department  of  the  20th  June  last, 
was  opened  on  that  date  by  an  advertisement  published  in  the  Calcutta 
Gazette. 

15.  The  subscriptions  to  the  loan  from  the  20th  June  to  the  20th  July 
amounted  only  to  sicca  Rs.  57,000.  With  a  view,  therefore,  of  encouraging 

subscriptions,  and  of  relieving  our  treasury  from  the 

Consn.  26th  July,  payment  of  a  proportion  of  the  12  per  cent  notes  which 
would  shortly  become  due,  as  well  as  of  raising  the  value 
of  those  notes  in  general,  by  reducing  the  amount  of  them  in  chculation,  we 
notified  to  the  public  that  the  principal  of  the  12  per  cent  notes  granted  at 
this  Presidency  in  the  year  1796/7  would  be  received  together  with  the  interest 
which  might  he  due  on  them,  at  par,  in  subscriptions  to  the  decennial  loan., 
provided  that  the  notes  were  tendered  for  that  purpose  on  or  before  the  30th 
September  next,  either  to  The  Sub-Treasurer  at  the  Presidency,  the  Resident 
at  Lucknow,  or  to  any  of  the  Collectors  of  the  revenue  in  the  several  zillahs. 

Fort  St.  George 

16.  The  discount  of  the  12  per  cent  notes  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St. 
George  being  at  4  per  cent,  and  it  appearing  to  us  that  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph  at  that  Presidency  would  contri¬ 
bute  to  raise  the  value  of  tlieir  notes,  we  accordingly  authorized  the  Governor 
in  Council  to  declare  that  all  their  12  per  cent  notes,  the  payment  of  which 
might  be  demandable  in  cash  in  the  course  of  the  current  year  of  account, 
would  be  received  at  par,  in  subscriptions  to  the  decennial  loan  at  that 
Presidency. 
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Marine 

23.  The  establishment  of  the  Nonsuch  having  appeared  to  the  Marine 
Board  to  be  defective,  they  laid  before  us  a  new  arrangement  of  it,  for  the 
particulars  of  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  of  the 
26th  June. 

24.  The  expence  of  the  former  establishment  amounted  to  sicca  Rs.  4,837. 
That  of  the  new  establishment  is  sicca  Rs.  4,702  which  exhibits  a  saving  in 
the  pay  of  135  sicca  Rs.  per  month  to  which  may  be  added  a  saving  in  the 
provisions  of  the  Europeans  estimated  at  sicca  Rs.  300  per  month  making  a 
total  saving  of  sicca  Rs.  per  month  435  or  per  annum  sicca  Rs.  5,220. 

25.  For  our  instructions  to  the  commander  of  the  Nonsuch  for  his 
Consn.  ?6th  June,  guidance  during  a  cruise  on  which  we  had  thought  it  proper 
Do.  9th  July.  to  order  that  ship,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceed¬ 
ings  noted  in  the  margin. 

26.  As  an  encouragement  to  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  the 

Nonsuch  to  exert  themselves  against  the  enemy,  we  also 
Consn.  26th  July.  to  grant  them  under  certain  restrictions,  the 

property  in  all  legal  captures  and  to  allow  them  head  and  gun  money,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  rules  established  for  His  Majesty’s  Navy. 

27.  With  the  same  view  we  directed  the  Marine  Board  to  inform  the 
commander,  officers  and  crew  of  that  ship,  that  we  should  make  a  provision 
for  them  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case  in  the  event  of  their  being 
maimed,  hurt,  or  disabled  in  the  service,  and  that  the  widows  and  children 
of  persons  killed  in  the  action,  or  dying  of  wounds  received  in  the  service, 
should  be  entitled  to  support. 

28.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  30th  July  are  recorded  some  regulations 
for  determining  the  cases  in  which  ships  are  to  be  charged  with  double 
pilotage. 

29.  We  transmit  to  you  in  the  packet,  for  your  decision,  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  committee  which  we  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  circums¬ 
tances  of  the  capture  of  the  Woodcot,  and  the  conduct  of  her  commander, 
Captain  Hannay,  on  that  occasion. 

30.  We  have  permitted  Captain  Hannay  to  proceed  to  England  on  the 
American  ship  Kensington. 

31.  For  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  enquiry  which  we  ordered  to  assem¬ 
ble  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  into  the  loss  of  your  ship  the  Princess 
Amelia  by  fire  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court 
to  our  proceedings  of  the  16th  July. 

Miscellaneous 

32.  On  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin,  is  a  statement  shewing  the 

amount  which  is  to  be  charged  to  the  Crown  on  account 
Consn.  26th  June,  of  the  gunpowder  sent  to  the  Cape  for  His  Majesty’s 
service. 
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Balance  account  deposits  ...  2,46,173-1-  8 

Accountant  General,  Supreme 

Court  ...  ...  1,341-6-10 

- 2,47,514-  8-  6 


Do.  do.  Mayor’s  Court 

Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Loans  @  10  per  cent 
Do.  @  12  per  cent 
Do.  do.  on  which  the 

interest  has  ceased 
Remittance  loans  of  4th  May 
1797 

Register  debt 


90,457-  1-  3 

31,122-  6-  9 
61,400-  0-  0 
45,92,930-15-  6 

900-  2-  5 

33,71,312-  1-8 
3,92,38,200-  8-10 
-  4,76,33,837-12-11 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 


Fort  William, 
the  31st  July  1798. 

(1st  copy  per  Atlantic. 
1  copy  per  Euridice.) 
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LETTER  DATED  29  SEPTEMBER  1798 

Thomas  Hickey  permitted  to  proceed  to  India  to  practise  as  a  painter— 
Zoffany  allowed  to  proceed  to  Bengal — conduct  of  Lt.  Lawrence  investigated— 
Gilchrisfs  Hindustani  Dictionary — state  of  the  general  treasury. 


.  >  O  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  from  this  Department  were  dated  the  31st  July. 

2.  We  have  now  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  by  this  conveyance  the 
broken  set  of  our  proceedings  from  the  6th  August  to  the  14th  instant. 

3.  Since  the  date  of  our  last  advices  we  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letters,  in  this  Department,  dated  the  26th  January  and  2nd  of  March, 
to  which  we  shall  now  reply. 
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iv  11.  Require  no  reply. 


(5)  Names  of  additional  writers  ap- " 
pointed  for  1796. 

(6)  Names  of  writers  for  ’97. 

(7)  Mr.  Zoffany^  allowed  to  proceed 

to  Bengal  as  a  painter.  i 

(8)  Mr.  W.  Gott  allowed  to  proceed  | 

to  Bengal  as  a  ship  builder.  j 

12.  Lieutenant  Evans,  the  officer  [in  command  of  His  Majesty’s  frigate 

La  Vir gillie j  having  represented  to  us  the  difficulty  which 

Consn.  20  August.  experienced  in  negotiating  bills  on  the  Navy  Board  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  the  repairs  of  (that  ship,  we  advanced  him  the  sum  of 
.sicca  Rs.  21,714  for  that  purpose  and  forward  the  first  of  a  set  of  bills  for  the 
amount  drawn  by  him  on  the  Navy  Board. 

13.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  our  proceedings  noted 
in  tlie  margin  for  pur  proceedings  on  a  complaint  pre¬ 
ferred  to  us  against : Captain  Kempt  of  your  ship  Lascelles 
for  forcibly  carrying ,  away  to  sea  a  number  of  baita  lascars 

who  had  been  engaged  to  work  on  boaird  of  his  ship  in  the  river. 

14.  Those  proceedings  were  held  in  the  Secret  Department,  but  as  there 
is  no  longer  any  danger  of  Captain  Rempt’s  obtaining  information  of  the 

measures  which  we  have  taken  respecting  him  before  they 
are  carried  into  effect,  and  as  it  is  desirable  for  the  sake 
of  example  that  those  measures  shall  be  made  as  public 
as  possible,  we  have  recorded  a  copy  of  the  papers  in  this  Department  and 
we  have  also  published  an  advertisement  in  the  Gazette  of  the  16th  August, 
declaring  our  determination  to  punish,  with  the  utmost  rigour,  any  com¬ 
manders  of  the  company’s,  or  of  any  other  ships,  who  shall  forcibly  carry  to 
sea,  hatta  lascars,  or  any  other  natives  of  this  country. 


Consn.  1 4th. 
September, 


Consn.  Hth 
September. 


Marine 

15.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  consultation  of  the  6th  of  August, 
for  the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry  which  we  ordered  to  assemble  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  into  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Lawrence  for 
having  suffered  the  Brisk  tender  to  be  captured  by  La  Forte  and  La  Prudente 
French  frigates,  in  the  roads  of  Madras  on  the  21st  of  November  last. 

16.  We  also  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  our  proceedings  of 
the  10th  instant,  for  some  regulations  which  we  have  adopted  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  Marine  Board  for  preventing  disputes  between  the  branch  pilots  and 
their  juniors  in  the  pilot  service  regarding  the  box  money,  for  facilitating  the 
collection  of  the  pilotage  money,  for  enabling  the  branch  pilots  to  collect  the 
diet  money  from  their  officers,  for  regulating  the  terms  of  the  pilots  in  taking 
charge  of  ships  and  for  preserving  due  subordination  in  the  Department. 

17.  The  Bombay  frigate  having  been  dispatched  by  the  Government  of 
Fort  St.  George  to  Bengal,  and  it  appearing  to  us  that  she  could  not  be  more 
advantageously  employed  than  in  cruizing  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 
this  port  during  the  approaching  North-East  monsoon,  we  have  detained  her 
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Unsorted  treasure  ... 

Balance  account  deposit 
Accountant  General,  Supreme 
Court 

Do.  do.  Mayor’s  Court 

Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 
interest  has  ceased 
Loans  taken  up  @  10  per  cent 

Do.  do.  @12  per  cent 

Do.  do.  on  which  the 

interest  has  ceased 
Remittance  loan  of  4th  May 
1797 

Register  debt 


2,11,195-1-  8 


40,220-  0-0 


1,341-6-10 


2,12,536-  8-  6 
90,457-  1-  3 


31,122-  6-  9 
1,52,674-12-10 
47,40,160-13-  6 

900-  2-  5 


33,72,812-  1-  8 
3,92,76,839-  3-  6 
— -  4,78,77,503-  2-5 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  &ca. 

Fort  William, 

the  29th  September  1798. 

(1  copy  per  Atlantic. 

2  do  per  Etiridice.) 
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LETTER  DATED  17  NOVEMBER  1798 


Voluntary  contributions  by  British  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  for  the  support 
of  His  Majesty^s  Government  in  Europe. 


L  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon’ble  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  26th  of  July  is  recorded  a  minute  from  the 
Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General  communicating  copies  of  an  address  to 
His  Majesty,  of  an  address  to  the  Governor  General  and  of  several  resolutions 
presented  to  him  on  the  24th  of  July  by  a  committee  of  the  British  inhabitants 
of  Calcutta  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  voluntary  contributions  in  this 
country  for  the  support  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  in  Europe  at  the  present 
important  period,  also  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  the  Governor  General 
returned  to  the  committee. 

2.  The  Governor  General  considered  it  his  duty  to  record  every  circum¬ 
stance  relating  to  a  proceeding  so  honorable  to  the  loyalty,  public  spirit,  and 
wisdom  of  the  British  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  and  he  proposed  that  the  name 
of  every  subscriber  to  the  voluntary  contributions  should  be  entered  upon  the 
public  records. 
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LETTER  DATED  25  DECEMBER  1798 

Luxury  and  dissipation  among  Company^ s  servants  and  the  Governor- 
Generars  admonitions  to  certain  individuals — Frederick  North  appointed 
Governor  of  Ceylon — pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Government — Gilchrisfs  offer  to 
give  daily  lessons  to  the  junior  civil  servants  in  Hindustani  and  Persian — rates 
of  postage  for  ship  letters — Smith  the  nurseryman  returns  from  the  east— state 
of  the  general  treasury. 

To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  the  29th  September 
and  19th  November  and  were  forwarded  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  by  the  Atlantic 
and  Eurydice. 

2.  We  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  by  this  conveyance,  a 
continuation  of  our  proceedings  from  the  1st  October  to  the  24th  December 
1798  with  an  index. 

3.  Since  the  date  of  our  last  advices  we  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letters  in  this  Department  dated  the  25th  of  May  and  6th  of  June  to 
which  we  shall  now  reply. 

Answer  to  the  Public  General  letter  of  the  25ih  May  1798 

(1)  Mention  date  of  last  des-  4.  Requires  no  reply, 
patches. 

(2-3)  Have  appointed  Jacob  Bosan-  5.  We  shall  pay  due  obedience  to 
quet  Esq.  their  Chairman,  Sir  Stephen  the  orders  contained  in  these  para- 
Lushington  Deputy  Chairman,  men-  graphs, 
tion  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy  for  giving 
the  necessary  directions  respecting  the 
safety  of  the  Company’s  shipping,  re¬ 
quire  that  all  orders  from  that  Com¬ 
mittee  be  punctually  obeyed.  Have 
also  appointed  a  Secret  Committee  for 
the  purposes  stated  in  the  24th,  26th 
and  33rd  [Acts]  of  His  present  Majesty, 
desire  that  their  orders  and  instruc¬ 
tions  be  obeyed  conformably  to  the 
said  Acts. 

(4)  Will  now  reply  to  the  several '' 

despatches  in  this  Department,  receiv¬ 
ed  in  the  course  of  the  past  season.  ^  6.  No  reply, 

(5)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  which 
require  no  reply. 
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(15)  Approve  of  our  having  autho¬ 
rized  the  Residents  at  Benares,  and 
Lucknow,  and  the  several  Collectors 
of  Revenue,  to  receive  cash  into  their 
respective  treasuries  to  the  amount  of 
20  lacks  of  rupees  for  bills  on  the 
Hon’ble  Court  at  2s.  4d.  per  sicca 
rupee. 

(16)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  ' 

transferred  to  the  Commercial  De¬ 
partment.  , 

(17)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
requires  no  reply. 

(18)  No  fund  has  been  established 
for  affording  relief  to  persons  in  Lady 
Watson’s  situation,  and  as  they  un¬ 
derstand  that  a  relation  of  Lady 
Watson’s  has  bequeathed  her  a  con¬ 
siderable  property,  they  do  not  think 
it  at  this  time  necessary  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  such  a  fund  being 
established. 

(19)  I  have  submitted  Mr.  Bucha¬ 
nan’s  drawing  of  plants  in  the  Burmah 
Dominions  to  the  inspection  of  Sir 
Joseph  Banks.  ^ 

(20  to  22)  Noticing  paragraphs 
which  require  no  reply. 

(23)  Approve  of  our  having  autho¬ 
rized  the  Government  of  Fort  St. 
George  to  draw  upon  us  to  the  extent 
of  their  exigencies. 


(24)  Mention  that  application  has 
been  made  to  His  Majesty’s  ministers 
for  a  reimbursement  of  the  sum  of 
sicca  rupees  37,500,  being  the  amount 
freight  of  the  Ann  and  Eliza. 

(25)  Respecting  the  batta  on  gold 
coin. 


15.  We  have  great  satisfaction  in 
learning  that  the  measure  referred  to 
in  this  paragraph  met  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  your  Hon’ble  Court. 


16.  Need  no  reply. 


17.  We  have  sent  a  copy  of  this 
paragraph  to  Lady  Watson. 


18.  We  have  sent  a  copy  of  this 
paragraph  to  Mr.  Buchanan. 


19.  Need  no  reply. 

20.  The  approbation  expressed  by 
your  Hon’ble  Court  at  the  authority 
which  we  granted  to  the  Government 
of  Fort  St.  George  to  draw  upon  us 
to  the  extent  of  their  wants,  has 
afforded  us  great  satisfaction. 

21.  Requires  no  reply. 


22.  For  our  observations  on  this 
subject  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your 
Hon’ble  Court  to  the  27th  paragraph 
of  our  letter  from  the  Commercial 
Department  under  date  the  30  th  April 
1797. 
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(42)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
requires  no  reply. 

(43)  Great  commendation  due  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  attention 
which  they  have  manifested  to  Com¬ 
pany’s  interest  in  the  proposed  reduc¬ 
tion  of  expense  in  the  marine  estab¬ 
lishment,  and  approving  of  our  having 
carried  the  same  into  execution. 

(44)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
requires  no  reply. 

(45-49)  Referring  to  several  out¬ 
standing  balances  from  individuals, 
and  desiring  that  they  may  be  written 
off  to  profit  and  loss. 

(50-51)  Will  call  upon  the  execu¬ 
tors  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camac, 
and  upon  Mr.  Ducarel,  for  the 
balances  due  from  them. 

(52)  The  balance  of  Rs.  6,164-9-6 
from  Mr.  Holt  to  be  written  off. 

(53)  The  suggestions  of  the " 
Accountant  General  relative  to  out¬ 
standing  balances  are  much  to  the  pur¬ 
pose,  and  trust  they  will  meet  with 
due  attention. 

(54)  Desire  that  we  will,  at  our 
earliest  convenience,  pursue  the  most 
proper  and  effectual  means  of  liqui¬ 
dating  the  balances  outstanding. 

(55)  Approve  of  the  measure  we 
adopted  in  consequence  of  the 
Accountant  General’s  letter  respecting 
the  transmission  of  quarterly  and 
annual  statements  from  the  several 
Presidencies. 

(56)  Referring  to  a  paragraph 
transferred  to  the  Commercial  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(57)  Direct  that  the  two  sums 
due  from  Mr.  Harris  vizt.,  sicca 
Rs.  1,17,199  and  Rs.  16,975  be  struck 
off. 

(58)  Authorize  us  to  grant  Mr. 
Ramsay  sixteen  months’  allowance 
from  the  period  of  the  wreck  of  the 
Winterton  to  December  1793. 


30.  Needs  no  reply. 

31.  We  had  great  satisfaction  h 
communicating  a  copy  of  this  para¬ 
graph  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 


32.  No  reply. 

33.  We  have  ordered  these  balances 
to  be  written  off  to  profit  and  loss. 


34.  Requires  no  reply. 


35  We  have  ordered  this  balance 
to  be  written  off. 


36.  We  shall  pay  particular  atten- 
y  tion  to  your  directions  regarding  the 
outstanding  balances.  • 


37.  We  are  happy  that  the  measure 
referred  to  in  this  paragraph  has  been 
approved  of  by  your  Hon’ble  Court. 


38.  No  reply. 


39.  We  have  sent  a  copy  of  this 
paragraph  to  Mr.  Harris,  and  have 
ordered  the  balances  to  be  written  off 
to  profit  and  loss. 

40.  We  have  complied  with  the 
directions  contained  in  this  para¬ 
graph. 
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pointed  out  in  the  63rd  paragraph  of 
the  letter  to  which  they  are  now  reply¬ 
ing.  These  edifices  to  be  as  plain  and 
simple  as  possible  in  order  that  all 
unnecessary  expence  may  be  avoided. 

(7 1  to  74)  Respecting  the  profana¬ 
tion  of  the  Sabbath,  and  desiring  that 
divine  service  be  regularly  performed 
every  Sunday,  as  in  England,  at  all 
the  military  stations.  Chaplains  to 
be  regular  in  the  discharge  of  then- 
duty  on  pain  of  being  dismissed  the 
service. 


(75  to  82)  Respecting  the  luxury 
and  dissipation  in  the  principal  settle¬ 
ments— authorize  this  Government  to 
remove  from  their  offices  and  send  to 
Europe  such  persons  as  have  intro¬ 
duced  and  encouraged  the  pernicious 
practice  of  gaming. 


(83)  Noticing  a  paragraph  that  re-  " 
quires  no  reply. 

(84)  Noticing  paragraphs  which 
require  no  reply. 


of  this  paragraph  whenever  we  mav 
determine  on  commencing  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  chapels  under  the  sanction 
now  received  from  your  Hon’ble 
Court. 

52.  We  have  the  honor  to  forward 
to  you  a  number  in  the  packet,  a  pro* 
clamation  which  we  judged  it  proper 
to  issue,  in  consequence  of  the  salu* 
tory  injunctions  conveyed  in  these 
paragraphs,  and  your  Hon’ble  Court 
may  reply  on  our  enforcing  the  strict¬ 
est  obedience  to  the  orders  contained 
in  that  proclamation. 

53.  The  Commander-in-Chief  will 
be  careful  that  your  orders  regarding 
the  regular  performance  of  divine 
service  at  the  military  stations  are 
duly  obeyed. 

54.  We  also  transmit  a  number  in 
the  packet,  a  copy  of  a  letter  which, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Governor 
General,  we  directed  to  be  written  to 
all  the  heads  of  departments  and 
offices  in  your  civil  service  conveying 
to  them  copies  of  these  paragraphs. 
A  copy  of  the  letter  which  we  ordered 
our  Secretary  to  write  to  the  Adjutant 
General,  transmitting  these  and  the 
four  preceding  paragraphs  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  to  be  circulated 
to  the  military  stations,  is  also  sent  a 
number  in  the  packet. 

55.  The  Governor  General  at  the 
same  time  informed  us,  that  he  had 
addressed  private  admonitions  to  cer¬ 
tain  individuals  in  the  Company’s 
service  whose  names  he  did  not  think 
it  proper,  from  motive  of  delicacy,  to 
insert  on  the  public  records,  in  a  con¬ 
fident  expectation  that  these,  his 
admonitions,  would  produce  a  desired 
effect. 
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commission  to  continue  only  during 
the  absence  of  the  Export  Warehouse 
Keeper. 


(100)  Approve  of  the  encrease  to 
the  establishment  at  the  export  ware¬ 
house. 

(101)  Approve  of  our  having  abo-  ^ 
lished  the  salary  and  appointment  of 
Doctor  Dinwiddle. 

(102)  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of '' 

navy  bills  for  stores  supplied  to  the 
Orpheus  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 
All  bills  of  the  kind  to  be  in  future 
addressed  to  their  Secretary.  ^ 

(103)  A  list  of  arrivals  and  depar¬ 
tures  of  foreign  vessels  to  form  a 
number  in  the  packet. 

(104)  Noticing  paragraphs  which 
require  no  reply. 

(105  to  107)  Relative  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  repository  for  Oriental 
manuscripts. 

(108  to  114)  Respecting  Ensign 
Blunt's  narrative.  Observations  re¬ 
garding  the  mountainous  tracts  by 
which  the  Company’s  territories  are 
circumscribed  or  intersected.  Recom¬ 
mend  enquiries  regarding  these 
countries. 

(115)  Are  highly  pleased  with  the 
promptness  with  which  their  orders 
for  a  supply  of  grain  were  executed, 
but  do  not  sanction,  as  a  general  mea¬ 
sure,  the  hiring  of  ships  and  letting 
them  to  the  owners. 


(116)  Trust  that  Mr.  Pattle  had  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  languages 
for  the  station  of  Senior  Judge  at 
Moorshedabad,  disapprove  of  his 


St.  Helena  stores,  during  the  absence 
of  the  Warehouse  Keeper  has  met  with 
your  approbation  ;  a  copy  of  this  para 
has  been  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
for  their  information, 

64.  We  are  happy  that  the  mea¬ 
sures  referred  to  in  these  paragraphs 
have  met  with  the  approbation  of 
your  Hon’ble  Court. 

65.  We  shall  attend  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  contained  in  the  concluding 
part  of  this  paragraph  with  regard 
to  Dr.  Dinwiddie’s  appointment. 


66.  The  instructions  contained  in 
these  paragraphs  shall  be  duly  attend' 
ed  to. 


67.  Requires  no  reply. 

68.  These  paragraphs  have  been 
published  for  general  information. 

69.  We  shall  hereafter  do  ourselves 
the  honor  of  replying  to  these  para¬ 
graphs. 


70.  We  have  perused  with  great 
satisfaction  the  approbation  expressed 
by  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  mea¬ 
sure  adopted  by  us  on  this  emer¬ 
gency. 

71.  The  circumstances  which  have 
induced  us  this  season  to  hire  ships 
and  to  relet  them  to  the  owners  will 
be  stated  to  you  from  the  Commercial 
Department. 

72.  We  shall  at  present  only  ob¬ 
serve  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  on  this 
paragraph,  that  we  had  removed 
Mr.  Pattle  from  the  office  of  Pay* 
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(123)  Mr.  John  Baird  appointed  to 
succeed  to  the  office  of  Master  Atten¬ 
dant  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island  on  the 
first  vacancy. 

(124)  Mr.  George  Place  allowed  to" 
proceed  on  the  London,  as  a  minia¬ 
ture  painter. 

(125)  Names  of  the  free  mariners 
allowed  to  proceed  to  India  this  sea¬ 
son. 

(126  to  129)  Mr.  Sinclair^  having 
submitted  to  them  a  pamphlet  on  the 
best  mode  of  rendering  the  hemp 
and  flax  produced  in  India  better 
suited  to  manufacturing  purposes, 
have  permitted  him  to  proceed  to 
India  to  try  by  experiment  how  far 
his  ideas  are  founded ;  should  he  fail, 
to  be  allowed  to  engage  in  any  other 
concern ;  mean  to  consign  a  quantity 
of  flax  and  hemp  seeds,  the  growth  of 
difEerent  parts  of  Europe,  to  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  as  Mr.  Sinclair  shall  advise. 

(130)  Forward  copy  of  a  pamphlet 
relative  to  the  hanging  ships'  rudders 
— direct  that  one  be  sent  to  the 
commanders  of  all  their  regular 
ships  in  India. 

(131)  Mention  the  amount  to  be 
paid  for  the  passage  of  writers,  sub¬ 
altern  officers,  cadets,  and  assistant 
surgeons. 

(132)  To  enquire  of  the  passengers 
and  inform  them  if  these  allowances 
have  been  exceeded. 

(133)  Rank  of  writers  of  1796. 


(134-135)  No  person  to  be  allowed  ^ 
to  practice  as  an  advocate,  solicitor, 
or  attorney,  unless  he  first  obtains 
their  permission  to  come  to  India  for 
that  purpose. 

(136)  Have  communicated  the  ^ 
above  to  Sir  J.  Anstruther. 

(137)  Request  to  be  furnished  with 
a  list  of  all  persons  employed  in  a 
legal  capacity  in  the  Supreme  Court. 


76.  We  have  transmitted  the  neces¬ 
sary  orders  respecting  Mr.  Baird,  to 
the  Superintendent  at  Prince  of 
Wales  Island. 


77.  Require  no  reply. 


78.  We  shall  hereafter  reply  to 
these  paragraphs. 


79.  We  have  complied  with  the 
orders  contained  in  this  paragraph. 


80.  Requires  no  reply. 


81.  We  shall  duly  conform  to  the 
directions  contained  in  this  para- 

graph. 

82.  A  copy  of  this  paragraph  has 
been  sent  to  our  Civil  Auditor  for  his 
information. 

83.  We  have  communicated  these 
paragraphs  to  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  and 
have  requested  the  Chief  Justice  to 
furnish  the  list  required  by  your 
Hon'ble  Court  in  the  concluding  para¬ 
graph. 
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having  opened  and  inspected  the  dis-  Hon’ble  Court, 
patches  and  letter  packets  from  this 
Presidency  by  the  ships  then  at  the 
Cape.  Expressing  their  entire  appro¬ 
bation  of  His  Lordship’s  determina¬ 
tion  on  the  occasion.  Packets  to  the 
Court  of  Directors  and  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee  per  Houghtofi  very  properly 
forwarded  by  His  Lordship  on  the 
Crescent. 


(2)  The  Government  of  Bombay  92.  We  shall  duly  attend  to  tk 
to  be  informed  when  the  overland  dis-  orders  contained  in  this  paragraph, 

patches  are  of  such  importance  as  to 
require  their  being  forwarded  from 
Constantinople  and  Vienna,  by  special 
messengers.  To  be  sent  by  the  ordi¬ 
nary  mails  on  other  occasions. 

93.  The  Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General  having  deemed  it  advis¬ 
able,  for  reasons  which  we  have  stated  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  your 
Hon’ble  Court,  to  proceed  to  Fort  St.  George,  he  has  this  day  nominated 
His  Excellency  the  Hon’ble  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Alured  Clarke  K.  B.  Vice- 
President  and  Deputy  Governor  of  Fort  William  during  his  absence. 

94.  His  Lordship  proposes  to  proceed  down  the  river  tomorrow  morning 
in  order  to  embark  on  His  Majesty’s  ship  Syhille  for  Fort  St.  George. 

95.  The  sum  received  during  the  last  four  months  for  bills  on  your 
Hon’ble  Court  on  account  the  Sinking  Fund,  amounting  only  to  sicca 
Rs.  35,000,  there  appeared  to  us  no  prospect  of  the  sum  required  for  the 
third  quarterly  appropriation  being  subscribed  for  those  bills  unless  more 
favorable  terms  should  be  offered  ;  and  concerning  that  it  would  be  more  advis¬ 
able  to  shorten  the  sight  at  which  the  bills  were  drawn  than  to  raise  the  rate 
of  exchange,  we  directed  it  to  be  notified  to  the  public,  that  bills  would  be 
granted  on  your  Hon’ble  Court  for  cash  paid  into  our  treasury  to  the  extent 
of  sicca  Rs.  3,25,000,  the  amount  of  the  third  quarterly  appropriation,  at  the 
present  exchange  of  2/6  per  sicca  rupee  but  payable  at  two  months  after 
sight,  instead  of  twelve  months  the  present  sight  of  those  bills. 


96.  We  also  caused  it  to  be  notified  to  the  public,  that  no  subscriptions 
to  the  12  per  cent  loan  would  be  received  after  the  20th  of  November,  but 
that  the  decennial  loan  would  for  the  present  continue  open, 
October  principal  of  all  melve  per  cent  notes  of  this 

Presidency,  together  with  the  interest  accruing  thereon, 
would  be  received  at  par  in  payment  of  subscriptions  to  the  decennial  loan. 
The  12  per  cent  loan  was  accordingly  closed  on  the  20th  November. 


Fort  St.  George 

97.  It  was  with  great  satisfaction  that  we  received  advices  of  the  arrival  of 
Consn  15th  Bight  Hon’ble  Lord  Clive  at  Fort  St.  George,  on  the  21st 

OctobS  August,  on  which  day  His  Lordship  took  charge  of  that 

Government  and  its  dependencies. 
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108.  We  informed  that  Government  that,  although  the  actual  state  of 

public  credit  for  some  time  past  rendered  it  necessary  that  they  should  re?^ 
late  their  drafts  on  us  upon  a  scale  not  exceeding  twenty  five  lacs  of  ruoe^' 
for  the  service  of  the  whole  year,  yet,  aware  that  so  limited  a  supply  was'not 
likely  to  be  adequate  to  their  exigencies,  we  deemed  it  proper  in  an  estimat 
for  the  year,  to  provide  an  addition  of  eleven  lacs  to  the  supply  originaUv 
intended  for  the  service  of  their  Presidency,  making  together  thirty  six  lac^ 
of  rupees.  ^  ^  ® 

109.  On  a  reference  to  the  estimate  for  1798/9  which  we  received  from 

Bombay  we  observed  that  this  supply  would  be  nearly  sufficient  to  provide 
for  the  estimated  services  of  that  Presidency  for  the  current  year ;  and  we 
further  acquainted  them,  that  the  state  of  our  affairs  at  that  period  enabled 
us  to  authorize  them  to  draw  upon  Bengal  for  any  additional  sum  which 
they  might  require,  with  this  limitation  only,  that  their  drafts  in  the  current 
year  1798/9  should  not  exceed  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  forty  lacs  of  sicrn 
rupees.  ^ 


1 10.  Under  the  supposition  that  it  might  be  in  their  power  to  draw  upon 
Benares  with  greater  facility  and  advantage  than  upon  Calcutta,  we  at  the 
same  time  authorized  them  to  extend  their  drafts  on  Benates  from  one  lac 
of  rupees  (the  amount  to  which  their  drafts  on  that  place  was  then  restrirr. 
ed)  to  two  lacks  of  rupees  per  month. 


Consn.  21  St 
December 


111.  Havmg  however  reason  to  apprehend  from  circumstances  which 
we  have  communicated  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  your  Hon’ble  Court,  that 
the  exigencies  of  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  wifi 
render  it  necessary  to  extend  considerably  the  provision 
.  .  we  had  made  for  tlie  supply  of  that  Presidency,  and 

seeing  no  practicable  mode  of  providing  for  such  excess  otherwise  than  (ly  a 
profiled  supply  to  Bombay,  we  have  been  under  the  neces¬ 
sity,  with  a  view  of  enabhng  the  Government  of  Bombay  to  reduce  the 

IaTI  1  anpro- 

Presidency,  the  whole  of  the  bulfion 

xpected  there  from  England  as  soon  as  it  may  arrive,  and  that  they  will  raise 

trSnmn  CompLyb  ships 

LnTu^Hl  b,  I  -^*re  of  12  per  cent  notes,  or  by  bills  to  be  dral 
upon  your  Hon  ble  Court,  on  the  best  terms  which  they  may  be  able  to  obtain. 


Cant  071 


1 1 2.  We  have  authorized  the  supracargocs  at  Canton  to  receive  fifteen 
Consn.  14th  rupees  into  their  treasury  in  specie,  and  to  grant 

December.  bills  on  us  for  the  amount,  on  the  same  terms  as  those  which 

in  the  31st  naras^rnnh  nf  f  communicate  to  your  Hon’ble  Court 

me  Plst  paragraph  of  our  advice  of  the  30th  December  1797. 


Ceylon 


113.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inf 
Nor^  took  charge  of  the  Government 
October. 


you  that  tlie  Hon’ble  Frederick 
the  island  of  Ceylon  on  the  Uth 
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removed  from  the  office  of  Collector  of  the  ztllah  of  Moorshedabad  and 
Consn.  nth  appointed  Judge  of  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  and  Magistrate 

December,  of  the  zillah  of  Nuddea  vice  Mr.  E.  E.  Burges  resigned. 

Mr.  Thomas  Palmer,  Register  to  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and 
Court  of  Circuit  for  the  division  of  Benares,  appointed  to  officiate  as  Judge  of 
the  Dewafiny  Adawliit  and  Magistrate  of  the  zillah  of 
December.^^*  Mirzapore  during  tie  absence  of  Mr.  H.  T.  Colebrooke. 

Mr.  Thomas  Thornhill,  1st  Assistant  in  the  office  of 


Consn.  24th 
December. 


the  Register  to  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and  Court  of  Circuit 
for  the  division  of  Benares,  appointed  to  officiate  as  Register  to  those  courts 
during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Palmer.  Mr.  Hugh  Wilkinson  removed 
from  the  office  of  Assistant  to  the  Register  to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  of  Tirhoot 
and  appointed  Register  of  that  Court  vice  Mr.  W.  Leycester  removed  to  the 
office  of  Collector  of  the  zillah  of  Behar.  Mr.  Henry  Strachey  appointed  Tran¬ 
slator  to  the  Sudder  Dewanny  and  Nizamut  Adawluts  vice  Mr.  Hayes  removed 
to  the  Collectorship  of  the  zillah  of  Moorshedabad.  Mr.  C.  Smith  removed 
from  the  office  of  Register  to  the  Dewan^iy  Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Chittagong 
and  appointed  Assistant  to  the  Translator  to  the  Sudder  Dewanny  and  Nizamut 
Adawluts,  Mr.  J.  B.  Laing  removed  from  the  office  of  1st  Assistant  to  the 
Collector  of  the  zillah  of  Boglepore,  and  appointed  Register  to  the  Dewanny 
Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Chittagong  vice  Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  James  Donnetliorne 
removed  from  tlie  office  of  1st  Assistant  to  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and 
the  Court  of  Circuit  for  the  division  of  Patna,  and  appointed  Register  to  the 
Dewanny  Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Jessore  vice  Mr.  Strachey.  Mr.  C.  S.  Maling 
removed  from  the  office  of  1st  Assistant  to  the  Register  of  the  Dewanny 
Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Behar  and  appointed  Register  to  the  Dewanny 
Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Boglepore.  Mr.  R.  O.  Wynne  appointed  Assistant  to 
the  Register  of  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  of  Rajeshahi.  Mr.  R.  Vansittart  ap¬ 
pointed  Assistant  to  the  Register  of  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of 
Chittagong.  Mr.  W.  Watts  appointed  Assistant  to  the  Register  of  the  Dewanny 
Adawlut  of  the  zillah  Dacca  Jelalpore.  Mr.  J.  Monckton  appointed  2nd 
Assistant  to  the  Register  of  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and  Court  of  Cir¬ 
cuit  for  the  division  of  Dacca.  Mr.  C.  D’Oyley  appointed  2nd  Assistant  in  the 
office  of  Register  to  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and  Court  of  Circuit  for 
the  division  of  Calcutta  vice  Mr.  T.  Powney.  Mr.  W.  J.  Sands,  Assistant  to 
the  Register  of  the  zillah  of  Ghazipore.  Mr.  Francis  Morgan,  Assistant  to  the 
Register  of  the  zillah  of  Momensingh.  Mr.  Thomas  Hayes  removed  from 
the  office  of  Translator  to  the  Sudder  Dewanny  and  Nizamut  Adawluts  and 
appointed  Collector  of  the  zillah  of  Moorshedabad  vice  Mr.  Oldfield  removed 
to  Nuddea.  Mr.  W.  Leycester  removed  from  the  office  of  Register  to  the 
Dewanny  Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Tirhoot,  and  appointed  Collector  of  the 
zillah  of  Behar  vice  Mr.  Hawkins  removed  to  Purnea.  Mr.  T.  Powney  removed 
from  the  office  of  2ncl  Assistant  to  the  Register  to  the  Provincial  Court  of 
^PP^^^  Court  of  Circuit  for  the  division  of  Calcutta,  and  appointed 

Assistant  to  the  Collector  of  the  zillah  of  Chittagong.  Mr.  R.  Thackeray 
appointed  Assistant  to  the  Collector  of  zillah  of  Midnapore.  Mr.  Thomas 
Halkett  appointed  Assistant  to  the  Collector  of  the  zillah  of  sircar  Sarun. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Vansittart  removed  from  the  office  of  Head  Assistant  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  appointed  Sub -Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Mr.  R.  A  Scott,  Head  Assistant  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
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124.  At  the  recommendation  also  of  the  Marine  Board,  we  have  placed 

Consn  2nd  following  persons  belonging  to  the  pilot  establishment 

NovMQber'  on  the  pension  list:— Mr.  Edward  Me.  Innes,  master  of  the 

Harriet,  agent  vessel,  with  a  pension  of  sicca  rupees  46-10-8  per  month ; 
Mr.  Thomas  Watson,  master,  with  a  pension  of  sicca  Rs.  46-10-8. 

125.  Mr.  William  Gillespie,  branch  pilot,  to  whom  we  had  given  permis- 

Consn  19th  proceed  to  Europe  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

October  having  died  on  the  passage,  we  have  granted  to  his  widow 

the  pension  which  has  been  fixed  for  the  widows  of  branch  pilots  vizt.,  sicca 
Rs.  30  per  month. 

126.  We  have  great  satisfaction  in  noticing  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  a  letter 
from  the  Marine  Board  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  17th  December, 
stating  the  benefit  the  public  service  had  derived  from  the  assistance  afforded  by 
Captain  Cooke,  commander  of  His  Majesty’s  ship  La  Sybelle  in  fitting  out  the 
Earl  Howe  and  Princess  Charlotte  as  armed  ships. 


Navy 

127.  His  Majesty’s  ship  La  Sybelle  having  been  sent  to  Bengal  for  the 
purpose  of  being  repaired,  vv^e  have  at  the  request  of  Captain  Cooke‘S  advanced 
to  him  the  sum  of  sicca  rupees  53,708  to  enable  him  to  defray  the  expense  of 
the  repairs.  We  have  taken  Captain  Cooke’s  bills  on  the  Navy  Board  in  favor 
of  your  Hon’ble  Court  for  the  amount  of  the  advance,  leaving  the  rate  of 
exchange  to  be  settled  in  England. 


Miscellaneous 

128.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  24th  December  is  recorded  a  report  from 
the  committee  which  we  appointed  for  investigating  into  the  expences  and  for 
improving  the  revenue  of  the  General  Post  Office. 

129.  For  a  detail  of  the  arrangements  proposed  by  the  committee,  and 
for  our  resolutions  on  their  propositions,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our 
proceedings.  We  shall  here  confine  ourselves  to  observing  that  including  the 
annual  loss  heretofore  sustained  under  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  (being  the 
amount  in  which  the  expenditure  exceeded  the  receipts)  the  improvement 
of  the  public  revenue  from  these  arrangements  may  be  estimated  at  rupees 
one  lack  and  forty  nine  thousand,  five  hundred  and  forty  sicca  rupees  per 
annum. 

130.  We  have  judged  it  proper  to  notice  these  arrangements  to  your 
Hon’ble  Court  as  the  papers  relating  to  them  are  recorded  in  this  Department. 
The  subject  will  however  be  again  brought  under  your  consideration  in  the 
report  of  the  Governor  General  on  the  reform  of  the  public  establishments, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  public  revenues,  in  which  His  Lordship  will  state 
such  further  observations  in  the  Department  of  the  Post  Office  as  may  appear 
to  him  necessary. 
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139.  A  statement  of  the  funds  of  the  Hospital  for  Natives,  together 
with  the  return  of  the  patients  admitted  for  the  last  year,  and  a  com¬ 
parative  statement  of  the  number  of  patients  annually  admitted  since  the 
commencement  of  the  institution,  will  be  found  recorded  in  our  proceedings 
of  the  1st  October. 

140.  In  our  dispatches  of  the  31st  July  we  informed  your  Hon'ble  Court 
of  the  return  of  Mr.  Smith  the  nurseryman,  from  the  eastward,  and  likewise 
stated  the  number  of  plants  which  he  had  procured. 

141.  Having  taken  into  our  consideration  the  best  mode  of  disposing  ol 
these  plants,  we  determined,  at  the  recommendation  ot  Doctor  Fleming,  the 
Acting  Superintendent  of  the  Botanical  Garden,  to  send  Mr.  Smith  to  Prince 
of  Wales  Island,  with  about  one  half  of  the  spice  plants  then  in  the  Garden, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  plantation  at  that  island,  the  soil  and  climate  of 
which  are  representated  by  Mr.  Smith  to  correspond  with  the  soil  and  climate 
of  Banda. 

142.  We  have  instructed  the  Superintendent  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island  to 

provide  Mr.  Smith  with  a  proper  span  of  ground  for  the 
October  plantation,  and  to  afford  to,  him  any  assistance  which  he 

may  require. 

143.  After  forming  the  plantation  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island, 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  instructed  to  proceed  again  to  the  eastward,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  collecting  a  further  supply  of  useful  plants  and  seeds  for  the  several 
Presidencies. 

144.  Mr.  Smith’s  attention  has  been  particularly  directed  to  the  clove 
plant,  and  gomuti  tree. 

145.  We  are  sorry  to  observe  that  the  endeavours  to  preserve  the  clove 
plants  have  proved  altogether  unsuccessful,  owing  (as  is  supposed)  to  the  deli¬ 
cacy  of  the  plant,  not  above  one  hundred  which  reached  the  Botanical  Garden 
ahve.  For  an  account  of  the  gomuti  tree  and  for  the  circumstances  which  led 
to  the  particular  directions  given  respecting  this  tree,  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
your  Hon’ble  Court  to  two  letters  from  the  Marine  Board  recorded  on  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  1st  October. 

146.  The  state  of  our  treasury  is  as  follows. 

State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  25th  December  1798 
Ready  money 

Gold  mohurs  3,560-  1-  0 

Siccas 

Dollars  4,761-  0-  0 

Copper 

Bills  receivable 

Sicca  Rs,  l,93j304-  7-  7 


56,961-  0-  0 
98,746-  0-  0 
9,998-  1-  7 
24,687-  9-  9 

-  1,90,392-11-  4 

2,911-12-3 
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Answer  to  Public  General  letter  1st  August  1798 


(1)  Date  of  last  advices. 

(2)  Particularizing  the  letters  they 
have  received, 

(3)  Mr.  James  Grant  allowed  to 
return  to  his  rank  in  the  civil  service. 

(4)  Mr.  John  Lloyd  has  resigned. 

(5)  Mr.  Henry  Russell  appointed  a  > 
writer. 

(6)  Sundry  persons  allowed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  India  as  free  mariners. 

(7)  Have  drawn  a  set  of  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  in  favor  of  the  Revd.  Mr.  W. 

T.  Ringaltaube,  or  order. 

(8)  Direct  Mr.  Robert  Turnbull, 
late  chief  mate  of  the  Europa,  to  be 
ordered  to  return  to  England. 


3.  Require  no  reply. 


4.  We  shall  direct  Mr.  Turnbull  to 
be  sent  to  Europe  as  soon  as  we  have 
ascertained  where  he  at  present  re¬ 
sides. 


Answer  to  Public  General  letter j  8th  August  1798 


(1)  Date  of  last  advices. 

(2  to  4)  Forward  a  copy  of  their 
letter  to  Bombay  and  direct,  in  order 
to  meet  the  increase  of  expence  of 
the  new  marine  establishment  at  that 
Presidency,  that  the  duty  of  one  per 
cent  levied  for  the  protection  of  the 
trade  of  this  port,  be  rendered  per¬ 
manent  and  carried  to  account  under 
the  head  of  “Additional  duty  of  one 
per  cent  for  the  Bombay  Marine.’' 


'5.  Requires  no  reply. 

6.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your 
Hon’ble  Court  to  our  letter  of  this 
date  in  the  Department  of  Customs 
for  the  measures  which  we  have  adopt¬ 
ed  in  obedience  to  the  orders  con¬ 
tained  in  the  paragraphs  now  replied 
to. 


Answer  to  Public  General  letter,  5th  December  1798 


(1)  Date  of  last  advices. 

(2)  Mention  letters  they  have  re¬ 
ceived. 

(3)  Do.  overland. 

(4)  Have  allowed  the  American 
'hip,  Benjamin,  to  come  to  this  port 
'or  a  cargo  of  saltpetre. 


7.  Require  no  reply. 

8.  The  ship  Benjamin  has  not  yet 
reached  this  port.  On  her  arrival,  we 
shall  permit  the  commander  to  make 
the  purchase  of  saltpetre  which  you 
have  authorized, 
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16.  In  the  93rd  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  25th  December  last  we 
informed  you  that  the  Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General  had  deemed  it 
necessary,  for  reasons  which  we  stated  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  your 
Hon’ble  Court,  to  proceed  to  Fort  St.  George,  where  His  Lordship  arrived  on 
the  31st  of  December. 

17.  For  the  proclamation  published  by  His  Lordship,  on  his  taking  upon 
himself  the  charge  of  the  government  of  that  Presidency,  we  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  our  proceedings  of  the  21st  January. 


Fort  St.  George 


18.  On  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  are  recorded  statements  of 
Consn.  10th  and  grain  shipped  by  our  directions  for  Fort  St.  George  Canna- 
13th  May,  15th  nore,  and  Tellicherry,  the  abstract  of  which  is  as  follows; 

August. 


Bags 

For  Fort  St.  George  1,16,638 
,,  Tellichery 

and  •  51,150 

Cannanore 


Containing  Cost  and  freight 

Fy.  Mds.  2,56,605-32-0  Sicca  Rs.  5,44,353-1-6 

„  1,12,530-  0-0  2,47,759-8-4 


Total  1,67,788 


3,69,135-32-0 


7,92,112-9-10 


19.  In  consequence  of  the  brilliant  and  decisive  success  obtained  by  the 
army  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Harris,  and  of  the  large  sup¬ 
plies  of  grain,  which  by  the  abovementioned  statements 

Consn.  31st  May.  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  had  been  sent  from  hence, 

the  Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General  informed  us  that  he  deemed  it  un¬ 
necessary  to  incur  any  further  expence  for  the  purpose  of  sending  grain  from 
this  Presidency  to  Fort  St.  George. 

20.  We  accordingly  directed  the  Board  of  Trade  to  dispatch  such  ships 

only  with  grain  as  might  actually  have  been  engaged  for 
Consn.  St  ay  purpose,  authorizing  them  at  the  same  time  to  release 

from  their  actual  engagements  for  freight  any  persons  who  might  be  desirous 
of  being  discharged  from  them. 


Ceylon 

21,  Your  Hon’ble  Court  will  find  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  21st 
January  certain  regulations  which  have  been  adopted  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Ceylon  for  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  that  island. 

Canton 

22.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  16th  July,  is  recorded  a  letter  written  hy 
the  Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General  in  Council  to  the  supracargoes  at 

Canton,  from  which  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that 
onsn.  t  ju  y.  Lordship  had  advised  the  supracargoes  on  the  2nd 

March  that,  having  directed  the  whole  of  the  bullion  consigned  by  you  this 
year  to  Canton  to  be  forwarded  to  Bengal,  he  had  endeavoured  to  guard  against 
any  disappointment  in  the  funds  for  your  investment,  by  enlarging  their 
powers  of  drawing  on  this  Presidency  and  by  the  negotiation  of  a  consider¬ 
able  remittance  from  this  place  through  the  means  of  Mr,  G.  Baboorn, 
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Marine 


The  Marine  Board  having  represented  to  us  that  the  Fly  anchor-boat 
was  in  so  decayed  a  condition  as  not  to  admit  of  her  being 
repaired,  we  directed  her  to  be  condemned  and  sold,  and 
as  the  Marine  Board  stated  to  us  the  necessity  of  having 
a  new  buoyboat  to  replace  the  Fly  sloop,  and  to  heave  up  the  moorings  at 
Diamond  Harbour,  we  have  authorized  the  construction 
of  a  new  vessel  to  be  built  by  the  Master  Builder, 
the  cost  of  which  he  estimates  at  about  twenty 
thousand  sicca  rupees. 


32. 


Consn.  8th 
February. 


Consn.  25th 
February. 


33.  At  the  recommendation  of  the  Marine  Board  we  have  placed  Silvia 
Consn.  8th  Bridges,  the  widow  of  Daniel  Bridges  (formerly  a  master 

February.  in  the  pilot  service  and  late  on  the  pension  list)  upon  the 

pension  list,  with  the  usual  allowance  of  fifteen  sicca  rupees  per  month. 


34.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  5th  April  and  3rd  May  are  recorded  two 
letters  from  the  Marine  Board  on  the  conduct  of  Captain  Gray,  the  comman¬ 
der  of  the  Nonsuch. 


35.  Concurring  entirely  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Marine  Board 
respecting  Captain  Gray’s  conduct,  we  resolved  to  dismiss  him  from  the 
command  of  the  Nonsuch. 


36.  We  have  appointed  Captain  John  Canning,  the  Deputy  Master  Attcn- 
Consn.  6th  May.  dant,  to  the  temporary  command  of  the  Nonsuch. 


31.  The  Marine  Board  having  represented  to  us  that  the  conduct  of 
Consn  24th  June  Bowles,  a  master  in  your  pilot  service,  was  so  very 

improper  as  to  render  him  unworthy  of  being  continued 
in  the  situation,  we  directed  him  to  be  dismissed  but  as  we  understood  he 
Consn  16th  July  totally  without  any  other  means  of  support,  we  directed 
the  sum  of  sicca  rupees  one  hundred  to  be  paid  to  him  with 
a  view  of  providing  for  his  subsistence  until  he  should  be  able  to  procure 
some  other  employment. 


38.  On  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  are  recorded  a  letter  from 

our  Marine  Board,  and  a  minute  of  their  proceedings 
Consn.  15th  together  with  sundry  other  papers  relative  to  the  final 
August.  adjustment  of  accounts  with  the  owners  of  the  Mary 

packet. 

39.  As  a  compensation  to  the  owners  of  the  Mary  (whom  documents  upon 
oath  establish  to  have  been  her  commander  Captain  Thomas  Stephenson  and 

Consn  29th  chief  mate  Mr.  John  Peters)  and  in  consideration  of 

AiiguTt!^  ^  manifested  by  them  through  the  whole  of  the 

service;  and  the  exertions  which  they  made  to  prevent  the 
total  loss  of  her,  which  had  the  effect  of  benefitting  the  Hon’ble  Company 
by  the  value  of  her  cargo,  we  resolved,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Marine  Board,  to  grant  a  release  for  the  balance  due  from  the  owners 
of  the  Mary  amounting  to  sicca  Rs.  24,788-2  as  stated,  both  as  an  act  of  equity 
and  to  mark  our  sense  of  the  merits  of  the  parties, 
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46.  This  the  amount  of  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  the 
Convrn  ion  e  t  Horse  sloop,  and  the  value  of  the  Esperance 

ed  into  me  Ma^u-  which  was  deserted  by  the  French  ;  the  Sea  Horse 

ritius  with  the  Mar-  having  been  given  to  them  in  lieu  of  the  Esperancej  and 

quis  DSomllae  by  appear  that  the  French  were  to  account  for 

Colonel  Cathcart,  ij'iv  i  j*  ii  , 

Sicca  Rs.  10,534-6-8.  the  diiterence,  we  have  directed  the  sum  to  be  written 

off  to  profit  and  loss 


47.  This  is  a  balance  on  bond  which  was  transferred  to  the  Government 
of  Fort  St.  George  for  recovery,  but  was  sent  back  to  this 
5Jaz^Rs^T9,T944-9.  Pt^sidency  as  Mr.  Beatson  was  then  about  to  come  to 
Calcutta,  We  have  since  learned  that  he  died  at  Penang, 
insolvent,  about  seven  years  ago,  and  have  therefore  directed  this  balance  to 
be  written  off  to  profit  and  loss. 


48.  This  sum  is  charged  by  Mr.  Wombwell  in  his  last  account  as 
Superintendent  of  the  saltpetre  manufacture  at  Purnea,  for  his  salary  from  the 
W.  B.  Martin  &  1st  of  July  to  the  1st  of  November  1788,  when  he  delivered 
John  Wombwell,  over  charge  of  his  office  to  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  as  the  same 

Sicca  Rs.  2,000.  g^^^  ^,^g  charged  by  Mr.  Martin,  the  then  Resident 

at  the  Durbar,  for  Mr.  WombwelFs  salary,  one  of  those  gentlemen  should 
refund  the  amount  which  has  been  twice  paid  by  the  Company.  As  both 
gentlemen  are  at  present  in  England,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  the  case  to  your 
Hon’ble  Court  for  adjustment  and  have  directed  the  balance  to  be  written 
off  to  “Account  Current  London”. 


49.  This  balance  arises  from  a  purchase  of  provision  stores  made  by 
Major  Eaton  when  in  command  of  the  garrison  of  Buxar  agreeably  to  the 
Major  Isaac  orders  of  Government  under  date  the  3rd  of  March  1783. 
f  ^08^13^9^^^  Major  Eaton  has  been  dead  many  years,  and  as  the 

Proceedings  of  the  late  Committee  of  Accounts,  from  which 
alone  any  official  information  of  this  transaction  could  be  expected,  are  not 
forthcoming,  the  amount  may  be  considered  as  irrecoverable,  and  we  have 
directed  it  to  be  written  off  to  profit  and  loss. 


50.  In  the  104th  paragraph  of  our  address  to  your  Honl3le  Court  of 
Loan  to  the  Com-  the  14th  December  1792,  we  re(juested  your  permission  to 
to  Committee’s  obligation,  and  in  your  letter  of  the 

to  the  N.W.  coast  April  1798,  you  informed  us  that  a  “reply  will  be 

R  hereafter  transmitted”;  we  therefore  again  beg  leave  to 

request  your  permission  to  cancel  the  Committee’s  obliga¬ 
tion,  and  to  write  olf  the  amount  to  profit  and  loss. 


51.  This  appears  to  be  a  loan  to  Mr.  Page  Keble  on  a  mortgage  of  his 
canal  at  Banky  Nulla  and  his  bond  jointly  with  Mr.  John  Petrie,  bearing 
Loan  to  Page  Ke-  January  1786.  A  particular  account  of  this 

ble  at  2i  per  cent  balance  will  be  found  in  the  Accountant  General’s  report, 
rI  46,?8^3%.  ^^rrie,  the  surviving  granter  of  the  bond,  is 

j.  ^  ,  riow  in  Europe,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  the  matter  to  you  for 

SrrenTL^Xn”''^^^’'^^  “Account 
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credit  of  “Account  Current  London’',  where  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
accounts  of  the  different  Presidencies  are  made. 

57.  This  is  a  balance  due  to  Mr.  James  Frazer,  and  for  the  detail  con¬ 
cerning  it  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  the  Accountant  Gene¬ 
ral’s  report ;  as  Mr.  Frazer’s  attornies  have  not  made 
demand  for  this  balance,  and  he  resides  at  present  in 
England,  we  have  directed  it  to  be  transferred  to  the  credit 
of  “Account  Current  London”  for  the  adjustment  of  your  Hon’ble  Court. 


58. 


14th 


The  following  memorandum  extracted  from  the  daily  account  kept 
at  the  Accountant  General’s  office  of  the  average  rates  of 
batia  on  the  exchange  of  gold  for  silver  in  each  month  of 
the  years  1796,  ’7  &  ’8  shows  the  reduction  in  the  rate  of 
batta,  which  generally  obtained  in  the  last  year. 


Consn. 

January. 


Aiemorandum  of  the  average  rates  of  batta  in  each  month  of  the 
years  1796,  1797  and  1798 


1796 

1797 

1798 

Rs.  as. 

Rs.  as. 

Rs.  as. 

P.  ct. 

P.  ct. 

P.  ct. 

January 

2  4 

1  7 

0  12/, 

February 

3  0 

1  14 

1  0 

March 

4  3 

2  15 

2  13 

April 

4  2 

2  13 

3  4 

May 

4  0 

2  3 

3  0 

June 

3  8 

3  0 

2  12 

July 

5  1 

2  6 

2  6 

August 

3  10 

1  11 

1  5 

September 

3  2 

1  12 

0  9 

October 

2  9 

1  10 

0  9 

November 

2  11 

1  5 

0  4-9 

December 

1  7 

1  2 

0  4 

pies 


Errors  excepted. 
(Signed)  Thomas  Myers 

Accountant  General. 


59.  We  have  the  satisfaction  to  observe  that  the  reduction  in  the  rate  of 
the^  batta  of  silver,  and  the  consequent  comparative  facility  experienced  in  pro¬ 
viding  the  necessary  supplies  of  silver  for  the  army  and  for  the  advances  for 
salt  and  the  investment,  may  be  attributed  to  the  measure  which  we  adopted 
of  providing  in  part  for  the  supply  of  the  general  treasury  with  silver  by 
remittances  from  Lucknow.  This  further  instance  of  the  salutary  effects  of 
being  provided  with  a  considerable  supply  of  silver,  to  be  held  in  reserve  for 
the  usual  season  of  scarcity,  appears  to  us  to  corroborate  the  arguments 
which  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  submit  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  in  favor  of 
your  sending  out  an  annual  supply  of  silver  bullion  to  this  Presidency. 
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gg  Por  an  account  of  the  government  securities  purchased  by  the  com¬ 
missioners  for  the  management  of  the  sinking  fund  between  the  1st  of 
May  1798  and  the  30th  of  April  1799,  and  the  abstract 
Consn.  10th  May.  directed  to  be  published  according  to 

our  resolutions  of  the  3rd  April  1798,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  appro¬ 
priation  to  be  made  towards  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt  in  the  current 
year  1799/1800,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  noted  in  the 
margin. 

67.  At  the  recommendation  of  our  Accountant  General,  we  caused  it  to  be 
notified  to  the  public  that  the  Sub-Treasurer  was  authorized  to  receive  cash 
for  the  purposes  of  the  sinking  fund,  for  bills  on  your 
Consn.  30th  July,  for  sum  that  might  be  required  at  the 

exchange  of  two  shillings  and  six  pence  per  sicca  rupee  payable  twelve  months 

after  date. 


Company's  Servants 

68.  We  have  the  honour  to  subjoin  a  list  of  appointments,  which  have 
taken  place  since  the  date  of  our  last  advices.  Mr.  George  Poyntz  Ricketts 
removed  from  the  office  of  Register  of  the  Dewanny 
Consn.  15th  Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Purnca,  and  appointed  Collector 

of  the  24  Pergunnahs  vice  Mr.  John  Thornhill  resigned. 
Mr.  Thomas  Thornhill  removed  from  the  office  of  1st  Assistant  to  the  Court 
of  Appeals  and  Circuit  at  Benares  and  appointed  Register  to  the  Dewamiy 
Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Purnea. 

Judicial  Department.— Mr.  Thomas  Palmer  removed  from  the  office  of 
Register  to  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and  to  the  Court  of  Circuit  for  the 
division  of  Benares,  and  appointed  Judge  of  the  Dewanny 
Adawlut  and  Magistrate  of  the  zillah  of  Ramghur.  Mr. 

"  ’  Thomas  Brooke  removed  from  the  office  of  Judge  of  the 

Dewanny  Adawlut  and  Magistrate  of  the  zillah  of  Beerbhoora,  and  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Dewany  Adawlut  and  Magistrate  of  the  zillah  of  Hooghly  vice 
Mr.  Bruce.  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell  removed  from  the  office  of  the  Sub- 
Secretary  to  the  Government  in  the  Public  Department,  and  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  and  Magistrate  of  the  zillah  of  Beerbhoom  vice 
Mr.  Thomas  Brooke.  Mr.  James  Graham  appointed  to  act  as  Judge  of  the 
Dewanny  Adawlut  and  Magistrate  of  the  zillah  of  Mirzapur  during 
the  absence  of  Mr.  H.  T.  Colebrooke.  Mr.  J.  H.  Martin  removed  from  the 
office  of  Register  to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  of  the  zillah  Mymensingh  and 
appointed  Register  to  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and  to  the  Court  of 
Circuit  for  the  division  of  Benares  vice  Mr.  Palmer.  Mr.  R.  K.  Dick 
appointed  Register  to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Behar  vice 
Mr.  Cunningham.  Mr.  A.  M.  Willcock  removed  from  the  office  of  Assistant 
to  the  Collector  of  the  zillah  of  Sylhet,  and  appointed  Register  to  the  Dewanny 
Adawlut  of  the  zillah  of  Mymensingh  vice  Mr.  Martin.  Mr.  D.  J.  Sands 
appointed  Assistant  to  the  Register  to  the  Dewanny  Adawlut  of  the  zillah 
of  Jaunpore. 

Revenue  Department. — Mr.  Ynyr  Burges  removed  from  the  office  of  Com¬ 
mercial  Resident  at  Golagore,  and  appointed  Collector  of  the  zillahs  of  Burdwan 
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Consn.  18th 
March. 


and  sloop  hire  supplied  to  His  Majesty’s  ship  La  Syhille  not  having  been 
adjusted,  we  have  resolved  to  extend  to  sloops  and  bhurs 
the  rules,  which  we  informed  your  Hon’ble  Court  in  the 
7th,  8th  and  9th  [5ic]  paragraphs  of  our  address  of  30th 
December  1797,  we  had  adopted  respecting  stores  supplied  to  His  Majesty’s 
ships  vizt.,  that  the  commanders  shall  pay  in  advance  for  all  sloops  and  bhurs 
and  whatever  they  may  want  from  the  Marine  Department,  and  that  in  the 
event  of  the  commanders  not  having  funds  or  credit  of  their  own  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  advance  required,  the  same  shall  be  furnished  them 
from  the  treasury  for  their  bills  on  the  commissioners  of  the  Navy. 


Miscellaneous 


Consn.  18th 
March. 


77.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  the  annexed  proceed- 

^  ^ ,  -r  ings  for  a  statement  of  the  subscriptions,  receipts,  remit- 

Consn.  17th  June.  ®  iiii  -i 

tances  and  the  balance  remaining  to  be  paid  on  the  4th 

June,  on  account  of  the  voluntary  contributions  for  the  support  of  His 

Majesty’s  Government. 

78.  The  Marine  Board  having  for  some  time  past  given  their  attention 
to  the  raising  of  hemp,  they  submitted  to  us  a  minute  on  the  subject,  and 

recommended  that  these  should  be  cultivated  by  way  of 
experiment  at  the  Company’s  expence,  for  two  years  suc¬ 
cessively,  about  two  hundred  acres  of  land  with  hemp, 
twenty  acres  with  flax,  and  fifteen  with  potatoes,  under  the  superintendance 
of  Mr.  Sinclair,  the  gentleman  mentioned  in  the  127th  paragraph  of  your 
Hon’ble  Court’s  General  letter  of  the  25th  May,  1798. 

79.  Before  we  adopted  the  Board’s  recommendation,  we  directed  them 
to  lay  before  us  an  estimate  of  the  expence  which  would  be  incurred  for 

such  estimate ;  and  for  a  statement  of  the  probable  pro¬ 
duce  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  proceedings  noted  in 
the  margin  and  as  it  appeared  from  the  Board’s  calcula¬ 
tions  that  the  Company  were  likely  to  be  gainers  by  the  experiment,  we  autho¬ 
rised  the  Board  to  carry  their  plan  into  execution. 

80.  A  difficulty  having  arisen  in  procuring  hemp-seed  to  sow  the  whole 
of  the  land,  the  Marine  Board  proposed  to  have  the  land, 
for  which  hemp-seed  could  not  be  procured,  sown  with 
sun,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  far,  by  a  different  treatment 

according  to  the  European  system,  this  plant  may  be  made  to  answer  for 
cordage  as  well  as  hemp. 

81.  We  are  concerned  to  inform  you  that  the  Marine  Board  have  since 
reported  to  us  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  Sinclair  on  the  5th  August. 

82.  The  Board  at  the  same  time  acquainted  us  that  they  had  taken 
the  necessary  precautions  to  secure  the  Hon’ble  Com¬ 
pany’s  papers  and  effects  which  had  been  entrusted  to 
Mr.  Sinclair’s  care  and  we  shall  hereafter  report  to  you 

Mr.  Sinclair  left  the  business  committed  to  his 


Consn.  26th 
April. 


Consn.  28th 
June. 


Consn.  8th 
August. 


the  state  in  which 
management. 
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89.  On  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  are  recorded  letters  from 

^  1  A  •,  the  commanders  of  the  American  ships  India?!  Chief  and 

Consn.  1st  April  r-,. 

Harmony  to  our  Marine  Board  oftering  to  freight  their 

ships  to  Government  to  carry  grain  to  Fort  St.  George. 

90.  Under  the  then  scarcity  of  tonnage  and  demand  for  grain  at  Madras, 
we  conceived  it  would  be  advisable  to  accept  the  offer,  provided  that  no 
difficulties  should  arise  under  the  clause  in  the  13th  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  made  with  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  year  1794,  which 
stipulates  “that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  not  carry  any  of  the 
articles  exported  by  them  from  the  said  British  territories  (in  the  East  Indies) 
to  any  port  or  place  except  to  some  port  or  place  in  America  where  the  same 
shall  be  unladen.” 

91.  The  Advocate  General  offered  it  as  his  opinion  that,  as  the  clause 
in  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  the  United  States  of  America  was  made 
for  the  protection  and  benefit  of  the  British  commerce,  the  ships  might  be 
employed  for  the  purpose  in  question,  notwithstanding  the  treaty,  and  that 
their  papers  shewing  them  to  be  in  the  service  of  this  Government  ought 
to  be  a  sufficient  protection  against  any  of  His  Majesty’s  ships  which  might 
be  disposed  to  call  them  in  question.  We  therefore  directed  the  Marine 
Board  to  accept  the  tenders  and  to  freight  the  ships. 

92.  The  Commanders  subsequently  applied  to  us  for  bonds  of  indemnity 
for  the  security  of  themselves  and  owners  in  the  event  of  any  thing  happen¬ 
ing  to  the  ships  from  their  being  thus  employed,  and  deeming  their  requests 
reasonable  we  complied  with  them. 

93.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  our  consultations  of 
the  31st  December  and  8th  February,  for  reports  on  the  stationary  received 
on  the  Berrington  and  Tellicherry. 

94.  Having  had  frequent  occasion  to  remark  the  number  of  very 
improper  paragraphs  which  have  appeared  in  the  newspapers^  at  this  Presi¬ 
dency,  we  have  established  certain  regulations  respecting  their  publication,^ 
for  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  of  the  13th  May. 

95.  On  these  proceedings  is  recorded  an  offer  from  Mr.  William  Dick  to 

Consn.  25th  sell  us  the  Insane  Hospital  which  we  at  present  hire  of 

February.  him.^ 

96.  Being  of  opinion  from  a  report  submitted  to  us  by  our  Accountant 
General  that  the  proposal  could  not  be  considered  as  advantageous  to  the 
Hon’ble  Company  we  declined  accepting  of  it. 

97.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  21st  January  is  recorded  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Herbert  Harris  expressing  his  grateful  acknowledgements  for  the  liberality 
of  your  Hon’ble  Court  in  releasing  him  from  his  debt  to  the  Hon’ble 
Company. 

98.  On  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  is  recorded  a  memorial 
from  Mr.  James  Campbell,  formerly  purser  and  third  officer  of  the  Warren 

Consn  4th  cartel,  praying  us  to  grant  him  a  compensation  for  the 

March.  losses  which  he  states  he  sustained  by  the  capture  of  that 

vessel  at  the  Isle  of  France  in  the  year  1779  and  which, 
by  an  account  he  delivered  in,  amounted  to  current  Rs.  1,74,811-13-4, 
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108.  In  consequence  however  of  the  Resident’s  representation  of  his  great 
want  of  specie,  we  lost  no  time  in  dispatching  to  him  a  supply  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

109.  We  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that  the  retrenchments 
which  have  taken  place,  under  the  resolutions  founded  on  the  minute  of  the 
Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General,  dated  the  12th  June  1798,  recorded  in 
the  Secret  Department,  amount  to  about  thirty  thousand  rupees  per  month. 
Further  retrenchments  to  a  considerable  amount  are  in  the  course  of  being 
effected. 

110.  The  details  of  these  retrenchments,  with  the  principles  on  which 
they  have  been  made,  will  be  communicated  to  you  on  the  return  of  the 
Governor  General  to  this  Presidency. 

111.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 

State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  2nd  September  1799 


Ready  money 


Gold  mohurs 

Silver 

31,118-8 

49,896-  0-0 
71,111-  8-G 

Dollars 

1,36,005-2 

2,82,635-  6-4 

Copper 

... 

9,808-  6-1 

4,13,451-  4-5 

Bills  receivable 

Unsorted  treasure: 

Dollars  142  boxes  (from 

Sicca 

2,911-12-3 

Rs.  4,16,363-  0-8 

England) 

Balance  account  deposit  ... 
Accountant  General,  Su¬ 

2,53,363-3-  0 

44,520-  5-  0 

preme  Court 

1,341-6-10 

2,54,704-  9-10 

Do.  do.  Mayor’s  Court 

Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 

... 

90,457-  1-  3 

interest  has  ceased 
Remittance  loan  of  4th  May 

31,122-  6-  9 

1797 

33,72,812-  1-  8 

Loans  @  12  per  cent 

Do.  do.  on  which  the 

99,85,102-  1-  4 

interest  has  ceased 

900-  2-  5 

Do.  do.  @  10  per  cent 

42,53,616-  2-10 

New  do.  do. 

67,61,581-  0-  8 

Register  debt 

3,93,59,656-  4-10 

6,41,09,951-15-  7 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  &ca. 

(Signed)  Alured  Clarke/P.  Speke/Wm.  Cowper. 

Fort  William, 

the  2nd  September  1799. 
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7.  The  favourable  representation  that  has  been  made  of  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  plantation  has  encouraged  the  Marine  Board  to  continue  the  ex¬ 
periment  until  the  crops  of  sun  and  hemp  now  on  the  ground  shall  have  been 
gathered  in  and  manufactured,  when  they  will  be  able  to  ascertain  whether 
it  will  be  adviseable  to  persevere  in  the  experiments  for  another  year  as  ori¬ 
ginally.  proposed. 

8.  We  entirely  approved  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Marine  Board 
for  continuing  on  the  experiment,  and  authorised  them  to  employ  Mr.  Douglas 
to. look  after  the  agricultural  branch  of  the  business,  without  prejudice  to  his 
situation  as  an  Assistant  at  the  Botanical  Garden  for  the  time  his  services 
may  be  required  upon  a  salary  of  300  Rs.  a  month,  to  commence  from  the  1st 
of  the  present  month. 

9.  The  result  of  the  experiment  will  hereafter  be  made  known  to  your 
Hon’ble  Court. 

10.  At  the  recommendation  of  the  Marine  Board  and  of  the  Head 
Surgeon  at  the  Presidency,  we  have  directed  Robert  Watson,  a  seaman  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Henry  Dundas  to  be  accommodated  with  a  charterparty  passage 
on  the  Osterlejj  and  to  be  furnished  with  necessaries  at  the  expence  of  the 
owners  of  the  Henry  Dtmdas.  For  the  reasons  which  have  induced  us  to 
grant  this  indulgence,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  10th  instant,  and  we  recommend  him  as  an  object  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Poplar  Hospital. 

11.  Applications  having  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  permission 

Consn.  10th  articles  for  presents  to  St.  Helena,  and  as  there 

September.  appeared  to  be  no  objection  to  their  going,  we  have 

invested  them  with  a  general  discretion  of  permitting  articles  to  be  sent  to 
St.  Helena  for  presents  or  for  family  use,  subject  of  course  to  the  condition  of 
their  being  delivered  at  the  India  House  in  the  event  of  ships  not  touching 
at  the  island. 


12.  We  enclose  a  number  in  the  packet  copy  of  a  letter  and  enclosure  from 
Mr.  Bristow,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Subscribers  for  the  relief  of 
the  seamen  and  soldiers  serving  on  board  the  squadron 
commanded  by  Commodore  Mitchell  in  the  year  1793,  and 
agreeably  to  his  request  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  that 
your  Hon’ble  Court  will  allow  the  annuities  and  gratuities  to  be  paid  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  statement  through  your  treasury  in  England  to  the  persons  respec¬ 
tively  entitled  to  receive  them. 


Consn,  10th 
September. 


13.  We  directed  the  Sub-Treasurer  to  receive  from  Mr.  Bristow  the  sum 
of  sicca  rupees  1,667-1  and  to  grant  a  certificate  to  authorise  the  Deputy 
Accountant  General  to  draw  sinking  fund  bills  for  it,  payable  to  the  order 
of  your  Hon’ble  the  Court,  the  first  of  which  bills  we  now  forward  in  the 
packet  under  dispatch. 

14.  We  beg  leave  to  request  that  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  be  pleased  to 
furnish  an  account  of  the  appropriation  of  the  money  which  has  already  been 
remitted,  and  which  is  alluded  to  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  Mr,  Bristow’s 
letter. 
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The  Governor-General  embarks  from  Fort  St.  George  and  arrives  at  Fort 
William  on  15  September. 

T  ^  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon’ble  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

We  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Honhle  Court  that  the  Right  Hon’ble 
the  Governor  General  embarked  from  Fort  St.  George  on  the  5th  instant  on 
your  ship  Earl  Howe,  and  arrived  on  the  I5th  instant  at  Fort  William. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 
Hon’ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants, 

(Signed)  Mornington  /  Alured  Clarke  / 
P.  Speke  /  W.  Cowper. 

Fort  William, 

the  23rd  September  1799. 
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Repository  for  the  records  of  the  Council — boxes  of  seeds  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  Court — Blacquire^s  Sanskrit  and  English  Dictionary — ForsteFs  Bengali 
Dictionary — Lt.  Baillie  completes  translation  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Shiah  sect — 
state  of  the  general  treasury. 

r  1 

j.O  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors  etc. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  had  the  honor  to  address  you  from  this  Department  on  the  2nd 
and  14th  September  last  by  the  Alligator,  and  on  the  23rd  of  the  same  month 
by  an  overland  dispatch. 

2.  We  have  since  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letters  of  the  5th  and 
12th  June  last  to  which  we  shall  now  reply. 
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stores  from  Prince  of  Wales’s  Island 
was  lost  in  the  Zephyr,  as  they  have 
not  received  it. 

(15)  Have  fully  complied  with  the 
indent  no.  20  for  naval  stores  for  the 
Company’s  marine,  forwarded  per 
Castor,  extra  ship,  but  could  not 
spare  tonnage  for  more  than  about 
1,200  tons,  being  nearly  ^rd  of  the 
several  articles  of  the  indent  of  naval 
stores  for  the  use  of  individuals. 

(16)  Approve  of  the  pension  of 
sicca  Rs.  38  granted  to  Mr.  William 
Chilves. 

(17)  Advert  to  paragraphs  which 
require  no  reply. 

(18)  State  the  sense  they  entertain 
of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Barlow’s  conduct 
in  the  reductions  effected  by  him  in 
the  Secretary’s  establishment,  desire 
the  same  may  be  signified  to  him,  and 
direct  that  enquiry  may  be  made  how 
far  other  oeconomical  arrangements 
may  be  effected  under  this  Presidency. 

(19)  Express  great  satisfaction  that 
Earl  Mornington  had  anticipated  their 
wishes  on  the  subject  of  reform,  and 
express  their  confidence  in  His  Lord¬ 
ship’s  exertions  to  effect  every  practi¬ 
cable  and  prudent  retrenchment  in 
every  department  of  the  service,  on 
the  principle  which  he  has  prescribed 
and  which  they  approve. 


(20)  The  two  packages  of  seeds 
from  Doctor  Roxburgh  having  been 
lost  on  the  Zephyr,  they  direct  that 
more  be  forwarded  by  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity,  together  with  those  contained 
in  the  catalogue  annexed  to  his  letter. 


another  copy  of  this  indent,  a  number 
in  the  packet. 


^  9.  Require  no  reply. 


10.  We  have  signified  to  Mr. 
Barlow  the  sense  which  you  entertain 
of  his  conduct,  in  effecting  the  reduc¬ 
tions  referred  to  in  this  paragraph  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Government. 


11.  In  our  letter  of  the  2nd  Septem¬ 
ber  last,  we  had  the  honor  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  progress  which  had  been 
made  in  the  revision  of  the  civil  estab¬ 
lishments  of  this  Presidency,  institut¬ 
ed  in  conformity  to  the  minute  of  the 
Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General 
dated  the  12th  of  June  1798,  and  your 
Hon’ble  Court  may  rely  on  our 
making  every  practicable  retrench¬ 
ment  in  these  establishments,  as  well 
as  in  every  other  branch  of  the  public 
expenditure. 

12.  Having  referred  this  paragraph 
to  the  Superintendant  of  the  Botani¬ 
cal  Garden  he  has  informed  us  that 
the  seeds  intended  for  Sir  John  Sin 
clair  were  chiefly  of  the  leguminous 
kinds,  and  that  they  cannot  be  obtain¬ 
ed  of  the  crop  of  the  present  year 
until  the  month  of  February  next ; 
and  as  the  seeds  of  the  last  year  would 
not  arrive  in  England  in  good  preser¬ 
vation  the  Superintendent  proposes  to 


416 


PllBLiC  LETTER  TO  COtJRl' 


(33)  Approve  the  additional  allow- 
ance  to  the  Master  Attendant’s  deputy 
and  assistants. 

(34)  Have  sent  mooring  chains  for 
Diamond  Harbour — the  same  in  every 
respect  as  those  used  in  His  Majesty’s 
service  for  ships  of  the  line. 

(35)  Approve  the  repairs  at  the 
New  Church^  at  the  Company’s  ex¬ 
pence. 

(36)  Express  much  pleasure  at  the 
state  of  the  funds  of  the  Native 
Hospital. 

(37)  Highly  approve  the  determina¬ 
tion  to  make  all  publick  officers  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  money  under  their 
charge. 

(38)  Advert  to  a  paragraph  which 
requires  no  reply. 

(39)  Advert  to  paragraphs  which 

require  no  reply.  ^ 

(40)  Advert  to  paragraphs  before 
replied  to. 

(41)  Notice  with  pleasure  a  conti¬ 
nuation  of  exertion  for  furnishing  the 
necessary  supplies  to  Canton,  in  the 
permission  given  to  the  supracargoes 
to  draw  upon  this  Government  for  15 
lacks  of  rupees,  and  state  the  sum  of 
£5,00,000  as  the  amount  to  be  remitted 
by  them  in  dollars  to  Canton  in  the 
present  year. 


18.  Requires  no  reply. 


19.  We  are  happy  that  your 
Hon’ble  Court  approve  of  our  having 
charged  the  expense  of  the  repairs  of 
the  New  Church  to  the  Company. 

20.  Requires  no  reply. 


21.  Your  approbation  of  this  deter¬ 
mination  afEords  us  much  satisfaction. 


22.  Require  no  reply. 


23.  It  is  with  gi'eat  satisfaction  that 
we  find  our  measures  for  supplying 
your  treasury  at  Canton  with  money 
have  met  with  your  approbation. 

24.  The  supracargoes  have  already 
advised  us  of  their  having  actually 
drawn  on  Bengal  this  season  for 
C.  Rs.  18,65,965  and  of  their  having 
engaged  to  draw  for  the  further  sum 
of  C.  Rs.  5,36,585,  amounting  together 
to  C.  Rs.  23,02,550 ;  and  they  seem  to 
entertain  no  doubt  of  being  able  to 
negociate  bills  in  the  course  of  the 
season,  if  their  exigencies  may  require. 

25.  Entertaining  the  strongest 
sense  of  the  importance  of  your  trade 
from  China  to  the  interests  of  the 
Company  and  of  the  nation,  your 
Hon’ble  Court  may  rely  that  our 
attention  will  be  constantly  directed 
to  give  effect  to  your  instructions  and 
wishes  with  respect  to  that  very  valu¬ 
able  branch  of  your  commerce. 
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(54)  Approve  the  pensions  to  the 
widow  of  the  late  George  Guthrie  and 
the  widow  of  the  late  James  Morrison, 
both  of  the  pilot  service. 

(55)  Advert  to  a  paragraph  trans- " 
ferred  to  the  Commercial  Department. 

(56)  Advert  to  a  paragraph  which 
requires  no  reply. 

(57)  Approve  the  refusal  to  grant 
an  allowance  to  Captain  Page  of  the 
Orpheus  frigate  for  his  passage  to 
Europe. 

(58)  Approve  the  resolution  that  ^ 
stores  furnished  the  commanders  of 
His  Majesty’s  ships  be  paid  for  in  ^ 
ready  money. 

(59)  Advert  to  a  paragraph  which 
requires  no  reply. 

(60)  Desire  to  be  made  acquainted 
from  time  to  time  with  the  progress 
made  in  the  cultivation  of  the  nut¬ 
meg,  clove,  and  other  plants  and  also 
of  the  teak  tree  and  China  sugar  cane. 


(61)  Advert  to  paragraphs  which 
require  no  reply. 

(62)  Approve  the  subscription  to " 
Mr.  Blaquiere’s  Sanscrit  and  English 
dictionary  and  grammar  for  100 
copies,  and  direct  12  to  be  transmit¬ 
ted  to  England. 

(63)  Approve  the  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  afforded  Mr.  Forster^  on 
his  compilation  of  a  dictionary  in  the 
Bengalese  language  and  a  Sanscrit 
grammar  annexed. 

(64)  Advert  to  paragraph  which " 
requires  no  reply. 

(65)  Advert  to  paragraphs  which  ^ 
require  no  reply. 

(66)  Advert  to  a  paragraph  before 
replied  to. 

(67)  Are  satisfied  with  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Marine  Board  for  the 
encrease  of  charges  in  1795/6  and 
1796/7. 


33.  Require  no  reply. 

34.  We  are  happy,  that  this  deci¬ 
sion  on  the  application  of  Captain 
Page  meets  with  your  approbation. 


35.  Require  no  reply. 


36.  For  full  information  upon  the 
subject  of  this  paragraph  we  beg  leave 
to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  a  letter 
from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Bota¬ 
nical  Garden  under  date  the  1st  and 
recorded  in  our  proceedings  of  the 
5th  instant. 

37.  Requires  no  reply. 


38.  We  are  happy  that  the  subs¬ 
cription  to  Mr.  Blaquiere’s  work,  and 
the  support  given  to  that  of  Mr. 
Forster  are  approved  by  your  Hon’ble 
Court  and  we  shall  transmit  to  you 
the  number  of  copies  of  Mr.  Blaqu¬ 
iere’s  work  which  you  require. 


39.  Require  no  reply. 


40.  We  are  happy  that  the  expla¬ 
nation  given  by  the  Marine  Board  of 
these  charges  has  proved  satisfactory. 
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48.  That  proportion  of  the  bullion 
which  was  consigned  to  Bengal  has 
also  contributed  to  produce  another 
very  important  effect ;  as  the  late 
coinage  of  silver  has  completely  re¬ 
lieved  the  government,  as  well  as  the 
community  at  large,  from  the  incon¬ 
venience  of  hatta  on  the  exchange  of 
gold  for  silver  money,  which  was  for 
so  many  years  a  most  serious  subject 
of  complaint  at  this  Presidency. 

49.  And  we  have  no  doubt  that, 
when  a  further  progress  shall  have 
been  made  in  the  coinage  and  chcula- 
tion  of  our  last  supply  of  specie,  we 
shall  experience  its  beneficial  effects 
in  the  further  improvement  of  public 
credit. 


(74)  Mr.  H.  C.  Plowden  permitted 
to  return  to  his  rank  in  the  civil 
service. 

(75)  Mr.  William  Blunt’s  covenants 
as  a  writer  under  this  Presidency. 


(76)  Mr.  S.  P.  Rawlins’  covenants 
as  a  free  merchant. 


(77)  Mr.  Thomas  Charters  per¬ 
mitted  to  return  and  to  remain  in 
Bengal  for  3  years  to  settle  his  affairs. 

(78)  Six  free  mariners  permitted  to 
proceed  to  India. 

(79)  Mr.  James  Grant  permitted  to 
remain  in  England  another  year. 

(80)  Mr.  J.  Richard  Barwell  of 
1797  and  Hastings  Impey  of  1798, 
writers,  permitted  to  remain  in  Eng¬ 
land  till  next  season. 

(81)  Two  writers  of  1796  and  two 
of  1797  proceed  to  their  duty, 

(82)  Mr-.  Leopold  Fichtel,  a  native 
of  Vienna,  permitted  to  proceed  to 
Bengal,  on  botanical  pursuits — orders 
respecting  him. 


.‘iO.  Requires  no  reply. 


51.  Mr.  William  Blunt  having  exe¬ 
cuted  his  covenants  in  duplicate,  one 
part  of  them  is  returned  a  number  in 
the  packet. 

52.  We  shall  call  upon  Mr.  Rawlins 
to  execute  these  covenants  as  soon  as 
he  shall  have  arrived  at  this  Presi¬ 
dency. 


53.  Require  no  reply. 


54.  We  shall  pay  due  attention  to 
the  orders  contained  in  this  para¬ 
graph. 
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after  sight,  and  direct  that  they  be  which  has  obtained  in  Bengal  for 
drawn  in  future  after  sight.  many  years  past.  This  practise  was 

sanctioned  by  your  Honourable  Court 
in  your  orders  of  the  18th  September 
1785,  respecting  the  remittance  of  the 
Indian  debt  and  has  been  since  uni¬ 
formly  observed. 

61.  We  conceive  that  the  orders  to 
which  we  have  now  the  honor  of  re¬ 
plying  are  intended  to  apply  to  such 
bills  only  as  may  be  drawn  on  account 
of  engagements  which  may  be  here¬ 
after  contracted  as  we  have  not  the 
option  of  making  any  alteration  in 
the  tenor  of  bills  which  we  are  bound 
to  grant  under  existing  engagements. 

62.  We  have  accordingly  directed 
that  all  bills  to  be  hereafter  granted 
on  account  the  sinking  fund  or  any 
other  account  shall  be  drawn  payable 
after  sight,  instead  of  12  months  after 
date,  and  that  for  the  present  the 
exchange  shall  be  fixed  at  2s.  6d.  per 
sicca  rupee,  payable  six  months  after 
sight. 

63.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  our  proceedings  of  the 
17th  September  last  for  a  minute  recorded  by  the  Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor 
General  on  resuming  his  seat  in  Council  at  this  Presidency,  expressive  of  His 
Lordship’s  sense  of  the  zealous  co-operation  which  he  experienced  during  his 
absence  from  His  Excellency  the  Hon’ble  the  Vice  President  in  Council  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  late  war  against  Tippoo  Sultan,  and  particularly  in  the 
prompt  dispatch  of  the  extensive  and  important  supplies  of  money  and  other 
articles  which  were  required  from  Bengal  for  the  use  of  the  army  destined  to 
act  against  Mysoor. 


Fort  St.  George 


64..  On  our  proceedings  of  the  1st  October  is  recorded  a  letter  from  the 
Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  in  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  expressing  serious 
apprehensions  of  a  scarcity  of  grain  in  the  territories  under  that  Presidency, 
and  requesting  to  be  furnished  as  early  as  might  be  practicable  with  ample 
supphes  of  rice  from  Bengal. 


65. 

Consn. 

Octobet 


Those  apprehensions  we  subsequently  removed,  and  we  are  happy 
to  acquaint  you  that  we  were  enabled  to  countermand  the 
orders  which  we  had  issued  for  the  dispatch  of  rice  to  Fort 
St.  George  before  they  had  been  attended  with  any  expense. 


17th 
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are  in  a  great  measure  to  be  attributed  to  the  suggestions  of  this  able  and 
valuable  public  officer. 

75.  Under  these  circumstances  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  recommend 
Mr.  John  Bebb  in  the  most  particular  manner  to  the  favorable  notice  of  your 
Honorable  Court. 

76.  The  sense  which  we  are  persuaded  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  entertain 
of  Mr.  Bebb's  merits  will,  we  are  satisfied,  readily  induce  you  to  permit  him  to 
return  to  Bengal  with  his  rank  in  the  service,  whenever  his  health  shall  be 
re-established. 

77.  Mr.  Thomas  Myers  has  obtained  our  permission  to  resign  the  office 
of  Accountant  General  at  this  Presidency  and  the  service  of  the  Hon’ble  Com¬ 
pany,  and  to  proceed  to  England  on  your  ship  the  Earl  Howe. 

78.  We  have  great  pleasure  in  expressing  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  our  high 
sense  of  the  benefits  which  the  public  service  has  derived  from  the  abilities, 
integrity,  and  diligence  which  have  uniformly  distinguished  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Myers  in  this  important  office.  In  the  arrangements  for  providing  the 
extensive  and  important  supplies  which  were  so  promptly  furnished  from 
Bengal  for  the  prosecution  of  the  late  war  against  Tippoo  Sultaun,  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Myers  were  of  eminent  utility.  Besides  this  testimony  to  the 
general  merits  of  Mr.  Myers,  the  Governor  General  in  Council  considers  it  as  his 
duty  to  point  him  out  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  as  a  person  in  whose  upright 
character  and  sound  judgment  His  Lordship  places  the  utmost  confidence,  and 
who  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  public  accounts  and  finances  of  India 
and  with  all  subjects  relating  to  those  important  branches  of  the  public  service. 

79.  We  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  Mr.  Myers  may  be  permitted  to 
return  to  Bengal  with  his  rank  in  the  service,  in  the  event  of  his  making 
application  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  for  that  purpose. 


Miscellaneous 

80.  By  the  Alligator  our  Secretary  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  to  your 
Hon’ble  Court  a  duplicate  of  bills  for  hhurs  and  towboats 
furnished  for  His  Majesty’s  ship  La  Syhille,  and  copies  of 
letters  from  the  Marine  Board  dated  the  15th  December 
1798  and  17th  September  last,  in  order  to  enable  your 

Hon’ble  Court  to  adjust  the  payment  of  these  bills  with  the  commissioners  of 
His  Majesty’s  navy. 

81.  By  the  same  conveyance  we  had  the  honor  to  forward  the  first  of  a 
set  of  bills  for  sicca  Rs.  1,66,879-10-9  drawn  by  the  commander  of  His  Majesty’s 
ship  La  Forte  in  favour  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  on  the  commissioners  of  His 
Majesty’s  navy. 

82.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  your  proceedings  of  the 
1st  October  for  an  account  of  the  sale  of  some  bales  of  rejected  canvas  import¬ 
ed  on  the  extra  ship  Cornwallis  but  received  from  the  Cuffnels  in  Madras 
Roads,  and  for  the  documents  which  will  enable  your  Hon'ble  Court  to  adjust 
the  account  with  the  owners  of  the  Cuffnels. 


Consn.  17th 
December  1798. 

Do.  24th 
September  1799. 
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90.  A  report  of  the  stationery  imported  on  the  Rose  is  recorded  on  our 
proceedings  of  the  5th  December. 

91.  In  consideration  of  the  representation  contained  in  the  letter  from 
the  Marine  Board,  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  1 0th  December,  we  have 
agreed  to  allow  a  pension  of  sicca  Rs.  13-5-4  per  month  to  Johannis  Johnson, 
a  native  Portuguese. 

92.  The  state  of  our  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows  vizt.. 

State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  31st  December  1799 


Ready  money 

Gold  mohurs 

Silver 

4,590-13-0 

73,453-  0-  0 
1,33,197-  0-  0 

Dollars 

Copper 

19,671-  5-  0 

40,979-  2-  5 
6,118-  1-  5 

2,53,747-[3-10] 

Bills  receivable 

Unsorted  treasure:  213 
boxes  dollars  sicca 

2,911  [...] 

2,56,659  [ . . .  ] 

rupees 

Balance  account  deposits 
Accountant  General,  Su¬ 
preme  Court 

2,57,556-10-  9 

1,010-  9-  5 

2,58,567-  4-  2 

1,73,800-  0-  0 

Do.  do  Mayor’s  Court 

Old  bond  debt  on  which 

90,457-  1-  3 

the  interest  has  ceased 
Remittance  loan  of  4th 

... 

31,122-  6-  9 

May  1797 

... 

33,72,812-  1-  8 

Loans  at  12  per  cent  ... 
Do.  on  which  the  in¬ 

91,86,689-  3-  5 

terest  has  ceased 

900-  2-  5 

Do.  at  10  per  cent 

. . . 

42,53,616-  2-10 

New  do 

1,02,21,846-11-10 

Do.  do  8  per  cent 

13,37,265-  6-  9 

Registered  debt 

3,92,85,931-10-10 

6,80,39,208-  3-11 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 


Fort  William, 

the  31st  December  1799. 

(Original  per  Earl  Howe. 
Duplicate  per  Princess  Charlotte. 
Triplicate  per  Rose. 
Quadruplicate  per  Thurlow) 


(Signed)  Mornington  /  Alured  Clarke  / 
Wm.  Cowper, 
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LETTER  DATED  25  JANUARY  1800 


A  new  arrangement  for  the  conduct  of  public  business. 


To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

We  beg  leave  to  point  out  to  the  notice  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  a  minute 
from  the  Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General  recorded  on  our  proceedings 
of  the  29th  October  last,  respecting  a  new  arrangement  which  we  have  adopted 
for  the  conduct  of  the  public  business  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Government. 

2.  This  arrangement  is  connected  with  considerations  relating  to  the 
immediate  duties  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  on  the  subject  of  which 
it  was  our  intention  to  have  addressed  your  Hon’ble  Court  by  this  dispatch. 

3.  We  find  ourselves,  however,  under  the  necessity  of  deferring  our  intend¬ 
ed  address  to  a  future  opportunity. 

4.  As  connected  with  one  of  the  subjects,  of  that  address,  vizt.,  the  reliev¬ 
ing  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of  all  unnecessary  labour  of  detail,  we 
take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  that  we  have  established  it  as  a  general 
rule  that  all  letters  and  papers  heretofore  attested  by  the  Governor  General 
and  the  members  of  Council  shall  in  future  be  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department,  or  other  principal  officer. 

5.  From  this  rule  we  have  of  course  excepted  our  addresses  to  your  Hon’ble 
Court  and  to  the  subordinate  Presidencies,  and  other  papers  to  which  considera¬ 
tions  of  respect  to  superior  authority  or  other  circumstances  may  require  the 
signature  of  the  Governor  General  and  the  members  of  Council  to  be  affixed. 

6.  The  only  papers  hitherto  transmitted  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  under 
the  signature  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  to  which  that  rule  will 
apply  are  the  annual  and  broken  sets  of  our  proceedings,  and  the  certificates 
of  the  landing  of  the  military  and  marine  stores.  A  part  of  the  papers  of 
this’  description  forwarded  by  the  present  dispatch  are  attested  by  the  Secretaries 
of  the  respective  Departments. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc., 
(Signed)  Mornington/ W.  Cowper, 

(Original  per  Earl  Howe. 

Copy  via  Aleppo  overland. 

Duplicate  via  Bagdad. 

Triplicate  per  Rose. 

Quadruplicate  per  Thurlow.) 


Fort  William, 

25th  January  1800. 
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Company’s  Servants 

6.  A  list  of  the  civil  appointments  made  by  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  since  the  1st  January  last  is  transmitted  a  number  in  the  packet. 

7.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  John  Belli,  Mr.  Walter  Me.  Guire  and  Mr.  E.  E. 
Pote  to  resign  your  service  and  proceed  to  Europe,  and  beg  leave  to  recommend 
that  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  allow  them  to  return  to  India  with  their  rank 
should  they  apply  for  that  indulgence  within  the  prescribed  period. 


Bombay 


8.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  our  proceedings  noted 
in  the  margin  for  a  report  made  by  the  late  Accountant  General  Mr.  Thomas 
Myers  of  the  saving  which  has  been  occasioned  by  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  suggestions  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  18th 
December  1796,  leaving  the  remittance  of  the  supplies  of 
cash  required  for  Bombay  open  to  general  competition,  instead  of  contracting 
with  bankers  to  make  the  remittances. 


Cons.  7th 
January. 


9.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  saving: 

In  1796/7 
1797/8 
1798/9 


Sicca  Rs. 


37,440 

1,49,882 

3,08,886 


Total  Sicca  Rs.  4,96,208 


10.  Observing  that  the  supplies  to  Calicut  had  been  uniformly  remitted 
at  par  only,  we  have  recommended  it  to  the  Hon’ble  the  Governor  in  Council 
at  Bombay  to  endeavour  to  effect  a  more  favorable  remittance  of  them  in 
future,  either  by  having  recourse  to  the  mode  so  successfully  adopted  at 
Bombay  and  Surat,  or  by  such  other  means  as  might  appear  advisable. 

11.  The  reports  on  the  stationary  imported  on  the  Britannia  and  Charlton 

C(ms°^27th  ^Feb  J^ecorded  in  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin. 

1800.* 


12.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  average  rates  of  baita  on  silver 
in  each  month  of  the  years  1796,  7,  8  and  1799: 


1796 

1797 

Rs 

as 

Rs  as 

January 

2 

4 

per  cent 

1  7 

February 

3 

0 

yy 

I  14 

March 

4 

3 

9f 

2  15 

April 

4 

2 

9T 

2  13 

May 

4 

0 

yy 

2  3 

“une 

3 

8 

yy 

3  0 

July 

5 

1 

9T 

2  6 

August 

3 

10 

yy 

1  11 

September 

3 

2 

99 

I  12 

October 

2 

9 

1  10 

November 

2 

11 

I  5 

December 

I 

7 

99 

1  2 

1798 

1799 

Rs  as 

Rs 

as 

per  cent 

0  12i  per  cent 

0 

4  per 

cent 

if 

1  0 

>, 

0 

3  6  per 

cent 

2  13 

}) 

tr 

3  4 

a 

if 

3  0 

if 

i” 

0  6P. 

yy 

if 

2  12 

if 

2 

3 

99 

» 

2  6 

a 

1 

0 

99 

it 

1  5 

0 

5 

yy 

if 

0  9 

„ 

0  9 

if 

0  4 

it 

0  4 

... 
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20.  The  state  of  our  treasury 

is  as  follows: 

State  of  the  General  Treasury  the  28th  February  1800 

Ready  Money 

Gold  mohurs 

8,721-1-0  1,39,537-  0-  0 

Silver 

7,04,746-  8-  0 

Copper 

4,378-12-10 

-  8,48,662[-4-10] 

Bills  receivable 

2,911[....j 

Sicca  Rs.  8,51, 574f....] 

Balance  account  deposits 

2,57,129-3-6 

Account.  General,  Supreme  Court 

1,010-9-5 

2,58,139-12-11 

Do.  Do.  Mayor’s  Court 

Old  bond  debt  on  which  the 

90,457-  1-3 

interest  has  ceased  ... 

31,122-  6-  9 

Remittance  loan  of  4th  May  1797 

33,72,812-  1-  8 

Loans  @  12  per  cent  ... 

Do.  on  which  the  interest  has 

83,65,810-  8-  7 

ceased 

900-  2-  5 

Do.  @  10  per  cent  ... 

42,53,616-  2-10 

New  Do. 

1,02,22,046-11-10 

Do.  8  per  cent  loan  .  ... 

19,45,478-  5-  3 

Register  debt 

3,89,19,546-  1-  1  ‘ 

6,74,59,929-[6-  7] 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  ete., 

Fort  William, 

(Signed)  Mornington  /  Alured  Clarke  / 

the  1st  March  1800. 

(Original  per  Rose. 

P.  Speke  /  Win.  Cowper. 

Duplicate  per  Thurlow.) 
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LETTER  DATED  8  JULY  1800 

Convicts  from  Botany  Bay  brought  to  Bengal — urgent  necessity  of  prevent¬ 
ing  such  persons  from  arriving  in  India. 


O  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

L  We  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  your  Hon’ble  Court 
the  enclosed  copies  of  reports  made  to  the  most  noble  the  Governor  General 
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11.  We  have  directed  a  correspondent  proclamation  to  be  published  at 
all  the  British  settlements  in  India. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc.. 

Fort  William,  (Signed)  Wellesley  /  Altired  Clarke  / 

the  8th  July  1800.  P.  Speke  /  W.  Cowper. 

(Original  overland  via  Aleppo  and  Bagdad. 

Per  Princess  Mary. 

„  Afina.) 
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LETTER  DATED  14  AUGUST  1800 

Arrival  of  convicts  in  India — William  Kingston  and  his  ship  the  Hunter 
to  be  seized — dangerous  consequences  of  free  intercourse  between  New  South 
Wales  and  India. 


To  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’blc  Sh's, 

1.  In  our  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo  we  had  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  you  the  measures  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  most  noble  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  persons,  having  been  convicts 
at  the  settlement  of  New  South  Wales,  from  establishing  themselves  in  India. 

2.  Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  Minerva,  another  ship  named  the 
Hunter,  commanded  by  William  Kingston,  imported  at  Calcutta  from  New 
South  Wales. 

3.  This  ship  had  on  board  twenty  two  persons  who  had  been  convicts, 
besides  a  person  of  the  name  of  Elliott,  who  had  been  transported  to  New 
South  Wales  for  life,  and  who  had  made  his  escape  from  thence  in  the  Hunter. 
All  these  persons  (with  the  exception  of  Elliott)  embarked  on  board  of  the 
Hunter,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Governor  of  New  South  Wales,  for  Bengal, 
and  it  appears  that  His  Excellency  was  apprized  that  they  were  to  be  landed 
and  left  at  this  Presidency. 

4.  It  appeared  on  enquiry  that  William  Kingston  did  not  possess  any 
authority  from  your  Hon’ble  Court  for  repairing  with  his  ship  to  India,  and 
the  law  officers  of  Government  having  expressed  it  to  be  their  opinion  that 
he  came  within  the  description  of  persons  trading  to  India  without  license, 
the  Governor  General  in  Council  judged  it  proper  to  direct  the  person  of 
William  Kingston  and  the  ship  Hunter  to  be  seized,  and  to  order  proceedings 
to  be  instituted  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  for  the  purposes  of  having 
the  ship  condemned  and  adjudged  to  the  Company,  and  of  obtaining  a  decree 
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LETTER  DATED  20  AUGUST  1800 

Mr.  Ewer  assumes  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Residency  of  Fort 
Marlborough — Philip  Braham's  conduct — Governor-General’ s  intention  to 
carry  into  effect  the  Court's  orders  regarding  the  reduction  of  the  settlement  of 
Fort  Marlborough  to  a  Residency. 


i  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 


Hon’bls  Shs, 

In  our  letter  of  the  27th  December  last  we  had  the  honor  to  acquaint 
you  that  we  had  appointed  Mr.  Ewer  to  be  Commissioner  for  the  affairs 
of  the  Residency  of  Fort  Marlborough  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  into 
the  mismanagement  and  of  correcting  the  abuses  which  had  so  long  prevailed 
in  every  branch  of  the  administration  of  Fort  Marlborough. 

2.  Mr.  Ewer  arrived  at  Fort  Marlborough  on  the  29th  January  last,  and 
assumed  the  charge  of  the  affairs  of  that  Residency  in  conformity  to  the  tenor 
of  his  commission. 


3.  From  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  report  from  the  Commissioner,  and 
from  the  copies  of  the  letters  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clayton  and  Lieutenant 
Beaghan  to  which  that  extract  refers,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Philip  Braham,  the 
senior  civil  servant  at  that  Residency,  had  actually  proposed  to  resist  the  orders 
of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  for  placing  the  temporary  charge  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Residency  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner. 

4.  From  the  papers  abovementioned,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Braham  has 
attempted  to  justify  his  conduct  on  the  following  grounds. 

First,  that  the  Governor  General  in  Council  was  incompetent  to  suspend 
the  civil  servants  who  composed  the  Council  of  the  Residency  at  Fort  Marl¬ 
borough  from  the  exercise  of  their  functions,  or  to  transfer  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  that  Residency  to  a  Commissioner  ; 

Secondly,  that  the  Governor  General  in  Council  did  not  state  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  servants  composing  the  Council  of  the  Residency  His 
Lordship’s  reasons  for  deputing  the  Commissioner,  and  did  not  give  to  the 
Council  at  Fort  Marlborough  any  other  notice  of  the  powers  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  than  that  which  is  contained  in  Mr.  Ewer’s  commission. 


5.  In  stating  our  sentiments  on  the  first  point,  we  think  it  unnecessary 
to  enter  into  any  discussion,  on  the  general  powers  of  superintendance, 
direction,  and  control  vested  by  law  in  the  Governor 
General  in  Council,  conceiving  that  the  authority  which  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  has  exercised  at  Fort  Marl¬ 
borough  w^as  fully  warranted  by  the  powers  derived  from 
your  orders  by  the  local  Government  of  the  Presidency  of 
Fort  William. 


Vide  General 
letters  from  the 
Hon’ble  Court 
dated  1 1th  Airil 
1785,  31st  July 
1787,  29th  May 
1799. 


6.  The  orders  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  11th  April  1785  direct  that 
the  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  be  reduced  to  a  “mere  Residency”,  that 
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servants,  his  attempts  to  resist  by  the  most  outrageous  means,  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  the  enquiry  into  these  abuses  in  which  he  himself  had  been  deeply 
concerned  constitutes  a  serious  aggravation  of  his  offence. 

13.  With  respect  to  the  letter  written  by  the  orders  of  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  to  Colonel  Clayton,  the  primary  object  of  it  was  to  explain 
to  that  officer  that  the  transfer  of  the  powers  of  the  Council  of  the  Residency, 
altho’  it  necessarily  excluded  him  from  any  share  in  the  management  of 
the  public  affairs,  was  not  intended  to  throw  any  imputation  on  his  conduct, 
which  had  uniformly  been  regulated  by  the  most  honorable  principles. 

14.  Mr.  Braham’s  observations  respecting  that  letter  merit  no  notice 
further  than  as  they  are  highly  disrespectful  to  the  Governor  General  in  Council 
and  as  they  afford  a  fresh  instance  of  a  turbulent,  disorderly,  and  intemperate 
spirit.  It  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  His  Lordship  could  have  judged  it 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  employment  of  a  military  force  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  from  office  a  few  insignificant  individuals  absolutely  subject  to 
the  orders  of  your  Government  in  India  from  whom,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  temerity  or  violence  of  their  dispositions,  no  serious  opposition 
could  have  been  expected. 

15.  Mr.  Braham’s  letters,  at  the  same  time  that  they  manifest  the 
erroneous  and  dangerous  opinions  entertained  by  the  servants  at  Fort  Marl 
borough  with  respect  to  their  relation  to  the  Supreme  Government,  have 
disclosed  a  primary  cause  of  the  abuses  which  have  prevailed  at  that  settle- 
ment.  It  is  not  surprizing  that  the  servants  at  Fort  Marlborough  should  have 
disregarded  the  orders  of  this  Government  when  they  supposed  that  its  powers 
over  them  were  so  inefficient  as  they  are  asserted  to  be  by  Mr.  Braham. 

16.  We  shall  wait  for  further  advices  from  the  Commissioner  before  we 
determine  what  measures  we  shall  adopt  with  respect  to  Mr.  Braham  whose 
violence  and  contumacy  will  not  induce  the  Governor  General  in  Council  to 
deviate  from  the  even  course  of  temperate  justice. 

17.  With  regard  to  the  justice,  the  expediency  and  the  necessity  of 
suspending  the  senior  servants  at  Fort  Marlborough  from  the  temporary  charge 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Residency,  and  of  transferring  the  sole  management  of 
those  affairs  to  the  Commissioner,  we  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  the  public 
proceedings.  It  is  now  fifteen  years  since  the  efforts  of  your  Hon’ble  Court 
and  of  this  Government  have  been  in  vain  exerted  for  the  purpose  of  extend¬ 
ing  the  principles  of  wise  policy  and  public  integrity,  established  in  your  other 
settlements  of  India,  to  that  of  Fort  Marlborough.  In  your  above  recited 
orders  of  1785  for  the  reform  of  the  affairs  of  that  settlement,  you  express 
your  expectations  that  the  expences  of  the  settlement  of  Fort  Marlborough 
will  not  in  future  exceed  the  sum  of  pounds  sterling  27,654  per  annum  ;  and 
in  your  letter  of  the  31st  July  1787  you  estimate  the  investment  of 
pepper  will  on  an  average  amount  to  1,500  tons  annually,  and  ultimately 
to  1,800  tons. 

18.  But  instead  of  this  expected  increase  in  the  investment  of  pepper, 
and  reduction  of  expence,  the  quantity  of  pepper  obtained  annually  has 
diminished  to  tons  960,  while  the  annual  expences  have  swelled  to  the  enor¬ 
mous  sum  of  7,81,570  dollars  or  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling. 
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the  same  time  that  it  opened  to  the  servants  invested  with  the  care  of  those 
interests  a  more  ready  means  of  availing  themselves  of  the  aid  of  the  treasury 
of  Bengal,  and  consequently  afforded  a  more  extensive  field  for  profusion  and 
misapplication  of  the  public  money. 

24.  We  are  confident  that  under  proper  management  the  settlement  of 
Fort  Marlborough  may  be  rendered  a  very  valuable  possession  to  the  Com¬ 
pany.  The  principles  on  which  the  affairs  of  that  settlement  are  now  conducted, 
while  they  render  it  a  heavy  drain  upon  the  resources  of  Bengal,  are  disgraceful 
to  the  British  name  and  character. 

25.  It  is  the  intention,  therefore,  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  to 
carry  your  orders  of  1785  for  reducing  the  settlement  of  Fort  Marlborough 
to  a  Residency  into  effect,  conformably  to  their  original  spirit,  as  constituting 
the  only  means  of  accomplishing  the  object  of  those  orders  as  well  as  of 
your  recent  orders  of  the  29th  May  1799. 

26.  With  this  view  the  Governor  General  in  Council  proposes  to  commit 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Residency  to  a  civil  officer  with  the 
appellation  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  or  such  other  official  denomination  as 
may  appear  advisable.  This  officer  will  unite  in  his  person  the  general  control 
of  the  civil  and  military  power,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  His  Lordship  in 
Council  (provided  the  measure  shall  meet  with  your  approbation)  that  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  shall  always  be  appointed  immediately  from  Bengal 
The  servants  on  the  establishment  of  Fort  Marlborough  will  fill  the  several 
situations  under  the  Residency  which  it  may  be  found  advisable  to  retain ; 
and  the  Governor  General  in  Council  will  regulate  the  emoluments  of  all 
persons  in  situations  of  trust  conformably  to  the  principles  of  justice  and 
policy  recognized  in  the  establishments  of  Bengal. 

27.  With  regard  to  the  civil  servants  who  formed  the  late  Council  of 
the  Residency,  we  must  await  the  conclusion  of  the  Commissioner’s  enquiries 
before  the  Governor  General  in  Council  can  determine  how  far  it  will  be 
proper  to  employ  those  servants  in  any  public  situation. 

28.  To  give  full  effect  to  these  arrangements,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend 
that  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  be  pleased  to  discontinue  all  immediate  corres¬ 
pondence  with  the  Residency  at  Fort  Marlborough,  and  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  address  all  your  orders  on  the  subject  of  that  settlement  to  the 
Governor  General  in  Council.  His  advices  to  you  will  contain  all  the  necessary 
details  of  the  affairs  of  that  settlement.  Abuses  have  been  concealed  and 
protracted  by  the  advantages  derived  at  Fort  Marlborough  from  the  double 
correspondence  carried  on  from  thence  with  your  Hon’ble  Court  and  with  this 
Presidency,  and  under  this  system  of  management,  your  orders  have  been 
eluded. 

29.  In  order  to  prevent  the  number  of  servants  on  the  establishment  of 
Fort  Marlborough  from  exceeding  what  may  be  required  for  the  public  service, 
we  further  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  writers  to  he  hereafter  appointed 
to  that  establishment  may  be  limited  to  such  a  number  as  the  Governor  General 
in  Council  shall  hereafter  report  to  you  to  be  requisite.  If  they  should  exceed 
that  number,  their  allowances  will  be  an  useless  charge  on  the  resources  of 
the  settlement  and  will  contract  the  means  of  improving  the  situations  of  those 
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Answer  to  Public  Gejieral  letter,  31st  October  1799 


(1)  State  the  date  of  their  last  dis- " 
patches. 

(2  and  3)  Acknowledge  receipt  of 
despatches  under  date  the  25th  and 
31st  December  1798  and  4th  March 
1799. 

(4)  Have  appointed  Mr.  Henry  ^ 
Clive  a  writer  of  the  season  of  1799. 

(5)  Have  extended  the  period  for 
the  expiration  of  the  rate  of  exchange 
fixed  for  bills  from  China  to  30th 
April  1801. 

(6)  Have  appointed  Messrs  Hyde 
and  Master  to  act  as  agents  in  the 
clearance  of  baggage,  wine,  presents 
etc.,  from  the  Company’s  warehouse. 

(7  and  8)  The  exportation  of  spirits 
to  New  South  Wales  to  be  prevented . 


(9)  Have  permitted  ten  persons  to  ^ 
proceed  to  India  as  free  mariners. 

(10)  Have  agreed  to  send  sundry 
lascars  to  India  on  certain  conditions. 

Public  General  letter  of  5th  March 
1800. 


4.  Require  no  reply. 


5.  We  have  published  the  orders 
contained  in  this  paragraph,  in  the 
Gazette  at  this  Presidency. 

6.  In  obedience  to  your  orders  on 
the  subject  of  this  paragraph,  we  have 
prohibited  the  exportation  of  spirits 
from  Bengal  to  the  settlement  of  New 
South  Wales. 

7.  Require  no  reply. 

8.  Requires  no  reply. 


Answer  to  Assistaiit  Secretary s  letter  of  22nd  August  1799 


Mr.  Charles  Grant  permitted  to  send 
20,000  ounces  for  foreign  silver  on  the 
Houghton  to  Bombay  ;  the  equivalent 
thereof  to  be  paid  to  Messrs  Udny 
Creighton  and  Grant,  on  advice  of  the 
same  having  been  paid  into  the 
treasury  at  Bombay. 

Secretary’s  letter  of  12th  October 
1799. 


9.  Advice  having  been  received 
from  the  Government  of  Bombay  of 
the  payment  of  the  silver  mentioned 
in  this  paragraph  into  the  treasury  at 
that  Presidency,  the  bills  of  that  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  favor  of  Messrs  Udny 
Creighton  and  Grant,  have  been  dis¬ 
charged. 

10.  Requires  no  reply. 


Fort  St.  George 

IL  On  our  proceedings  of  the  31st  July  last  is  recorded  a  letter  from 
the  Right^  Hon  ble  the  Governor  in  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  expressing 
apprehensions  of  a  scarcity  of  grain  in  the  territories  subject  to  the  immediate 
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government  of  that  Presidency,  and  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  large 
supplies  of  rice  from  Bengal 

12.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  has  directed  the  necessary  measures 
to  be  adopted  for  the  dispatch  of  a  considerable  supply  of  rice  to  Fort  St. 
George. 

13.  The  Governor  in  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  having  found  it  necessary 
to  negociate  a  loan  for  bills  on  Bengal  to  the  amount  of  three  and  a  half 
lacs  of  pagodas,  the  Governor  General  in  Council  deemed  it  to  be  indispensibly 
necessary,  with  a  view  of  providing  for  the  large  amount  of  the  present  and 
expected  demands  on  the  treasury  of  this  Presidency,  and  of  maintaining  the 
public  credit  in  India  on  it’s  present  favorable  footing,  to  direct  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Fort  St.  George  to  dispatch  all  the  bullion  and  specie  which  may 
be  consigned  by  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  that  Presidency  in  the  present  season, 
to  Bengal. 


Bombay 


Consn.  14  th 
March. 


14.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  14th  March  last  is  recorded  a  letter  from 
the  Government  of  Bombay  stating  that  they  had  prolonged  the  term  for 

receiving  subscriptions  to  the  new  8  per  cent  loan  at  that 
Presidency  until  the  end  of  March,  and  submitting  a 
proposition  of  their  Accountant  General  for  converting 
that  loan  into  a  decennial  loan. 

15.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  make 
the  loan  irredeemable  for  ten  years,  being  of  opinion  that  no  considerable 
additional  supply  would  be  obtained  by  that  measure.  But  he  authorized 
the  Governor  in  Council  to  keep  the  loan  open  until  the  30th  April,  and 
directed  him  to  transmit  the  earliest  information  of  the  amount  subscribed 
at  that  period,  that  the  necessary  measures  might  be  taken  to  provide  for  any 
deficiency  in  the  resources  of  Bombay  for  the  year. 

16.  From  the  estimate  of  the  expected  receipts  and  disbursements  of 

the  Government  of  Bombay,  from  1st  May  1800  to  30th  April  1801,  it  appeared 

^  ,  -r  that  the  12  per  cent  debt  at  that  Presidency  amounted  to 

Consn.  26th  June.  . 

Sicca  rupees  20,10,000. 

17.  The  period  for  the  payment  of  that  debt  having  nearly  arrived  when 
the  8  per  cent  loan  was  opened,  it  would  have  been  desirable  if  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Bombay  had,  at  the  same  time,  declared  all  the  securities  of  that 
Presidency,  bearing  an  interest  of  12  or  of  9  per  cent,  whether  in  course  of 
payment  or  not,  to  be  transferable  to  that  loan. 

18.  This  measure  not  having  been  adopted  by  the  Governor  in  Council, 
we  judged  it  expedient  to  desire  him  to  reopen  the  loan  which  had  been 
recently  closed,  and  to  make  the  12  and  9  per  cent  securities  at  Bombay 
transferable  to  that  loan. 

19.  We  at  the  same  time  authorized  the  Governor  in  Council  to  draw 
bills  to  the  amount  of  two  lacs  of  rupees  per  month  on  this  treasury,  and 
on  the  treasuries  of  Lucknow  and  Benares  for  the  same  amount ;  and  one  lack 
of  rupees  per  month  on  the  Collector  of  Behar  and  of  Moorshedabad.  But 
we  positively  directed  that  no  exclusive  engagement  should  be  entered  into 
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by  the  Government  of  Bombay  with  any  shroff ;  and  that  a  free  competition 
should  be  admitted  in  the  negotiation  of  the  drafts,  as  a  measure  calculated 
to  obtain  the  most  advantageous  offers  for  the  public. 

20.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  further  authorized  the  Governor 
in  Council,  in  the  event  of  bullion  or  specie  arriving  at  Bombay  on  board  of 
any  of  your  ships  from  England,  to  appropriate  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  lacs  of  rupees  to  their  exigencies,  although  the  treasure  might  not 
be  consigned  by  you  to  that  Presidency. 

Canton 

21.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’We  Court  to  our  proceedings  of  the 
27th  March  and  17th  July  last  for  the  advices  which  w^e  have  received  from 
Canton  since  the  date  of  our  last  dispatches.  It  afforded  us  the  greatest  satis¬ 
faction  to  observe  from  the  estimate  of  stock  transmitted  by  the  supracargoes 
for  1799/1800/1  that  so  considerable  a  surplus  w^as  expected  to  remain  in 
their  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  ensuing  season,  without  calculating  upon  the 
receipt  of  any  bullion  from  Europe. 

22.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  deems  it  unnecessary  to  make  any 
further  observations  on  the  state  of  the  treasury  at  Canton,  as  he  has  addressed 
the  Secret  Committee  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  at  large  on  the  subject  in  a  letter 
dated  the  19th  ultimo  dispatched  over  land. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

23.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  22nd  May  is  recorded  a  letter  from  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  British  possessions  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
to  the  Governor  General,  on  the  subject  of  the  botanical  gardens  at  the  Cape, 
and  at  the  island  of  St.  Vincents. 

24.  The  reply  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  is  recorded  in  the 
proceedings  noted  in  the  margin,  and  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that,  in 

consequence  of  our  orders  to  the  Superintendant  of  the 
Consn.  5th  June.  ]gQ^an|cal  Garden  at  this  Presidency,  he  has  shipped  on 
the  Princess  Mary,  now  under  dispatch,  two  chests  of  plants  and  a  box,  contain¬ 
ing  above  one  hundred  kinds  of  seeds,  accompanied  by  a  catalogue  of  the  plants 
at  present  growing  in  the  Hon'ble  Company’s  Botanic  Garden  in  Bengal,  for 
the  information  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Cape. 

25.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  of  the  dates  annexed, 
for  our  determination  on  an  application  from  Mr.  B.  Fergusson  to  be  per- 

Consn.  24th  April,  export  goods  to  a  large  amount  from  Bengal  to 

„  22nd  May.  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  and  for  the  orders  which  we  have 

„  5th  June,  judged  it  expedient  to  transmit  to  the  Agent  at  the  Cape 

of  Good  Hope ;  and  to  the  Presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  respect¬ 
ing  the  supplies  which  may  in  future  be  required  at  the  Cape  from  the 
Company’s  settlements  in  India. 

Prince  of  Wales^s  Island 

26.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  in  his  letter  of  the  1st  of  March 
last  acquainted  your  Hon’ble  Court  that  he  had  appointed  Sir  George  Leith 
to  be  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Prince  of  Wales’s  Island. 
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27.  His  Lordship’s  instructions  to  Sir  George  Leith  are  recorded  in  our 
proceedings  of  the  20th  March  last. 

28.  The  increasing  importance  of  the  settlement  of  Prince  of  Wales’s 
Island,  it’s  distance  from  the  seat  of  the  supreme  authority  in  India,  and 
the  factious  and  disorderly  conduct  of  some  of  the  European  inhabitants 
of  the  island  rendered  it  indispensibly  necessary  that  its  local  administration 
should  be  established  on  a  respectable  footing. 

29.  His  Lordship  in  Council  therefore  judged  it  necessary  to  substitute 
the  official  designation  of  Lieutenant  Governor  for  that  of  Superintendant, 
and  to  annex  to  the  office  the  extended  powers  detailed  in  his  abovementioned 
instructions. 

30.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  selected  Sir  George  Leith  for  the 
office  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  from  his  personal  knowledge  of  that  officer’s 
integrity,  prudence  and  firmness,  and  from  His  Lordship’s  conviction  that  the 
services  of  Sir  George  Leith  will  be  eminently  useful  by  securing  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  important  settlement. 

31.  The  late  Superintendant  having  repeatedly  represented  to  the  Governor 
General  the  inadequacy  of  his  allowances  for  defraying  his  necessary  expences 
and  His  Lordship  being  satisfied  on  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject  that 
those  representations  were  well  founded,  the  Governor  General  in  Council 
has  authorized  the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  charge  for  his  table  and  other 
personal  expences  attending  his  situation,  in  addition  to  the  salary  of  2,000 
rupees  per  month  allowed  to  the  late  Superintendant. 

32.  This  arrangement  appeared  to  His  Lordship  preferable  to  any 
increase  of  the  established  salary,  as  the  expences  of  the  office  fluctuate  wjth 
the  resort  of  ships  and  troops  to  the  island  ;  and  His  Lordship  can  rely  on 
the  approved  honor  of  Sir  George  Leith  that  no  charge  will  be  made  beyond 
the  expence  actually  incurred. 

33.  The  improvement  of  the  revenues  of  the  island  and  the  due  adminis¬ 
tration  of  it’s  Government  must  necessarily  depend,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the 
integrity  and  vigilance  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor.  It  is  therefore  equally 
just,  wise  and  consistent  with  the  principles  of  true  economy  that  the  allowances 
annexed  to  the  office  should  be  placed  on  such  a  scale  as  shall  enable  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  defray  those  expences  necessarily  connected  with 
the  respectable  maintenance  of  his  situation  and  also  to  reserve  what  may 
be  deemed  a  reasonable  remuneration  for  zealous  and  honorable  service. 

34.  Considering  it  to  be  necessary  that  an  officer  should  always  be  on 
the  island,  prepared  to  undertake  the  temporary  administration,  of^the  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  the  event  of  the  absence  or  death  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  we 
have  appointed  Mr.  William  Edward  Phillips  (a  gentleman  whose  characmr 
and  abilities  qualify  him  in  every  respect  for  the  situation)  to  accompany  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  as  his  Secretary  and  we  have  given  to  Mr,  Phillips  a 
rank  above  the  other  civil  officers  on  the  island. 

35.  We  have  fixed  Mr.  Phillips’s  allowances  at  sicca ^  Rs.  1,000  per 

a  sum  bearing  a  very  moderate  proportion  to  the  duties  and  responsibility 
of  the  office,  and  to  the  unavoidable  expences  necessarily  attendant  on  a 
residence  at  that  settlement. 
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36.  With  a  view  also  of  providing  more  effectually  for  the  admiiiistra 
tion  of  justice  on  the  island,  the  Governor  General  in  Council  has  appointed 
Mr.  John  Dickens  to  be  Judge  and  Magistrate  of  the  island.  This  gentleman 
has  practised  for  several  years  as  a  barrister  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
at  Fort  William  with  considerable  reputation,  and  he  is  fully  qualified  for 
the  discharge  of  the  judicial  duties  of  the  island,  which  are  now  become 
laborious  and  important. 

37.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  has  not  yet  determined  on  the 
allowance  to  be  granted  to  Mr.  Dickens.  His  Lordship  proposes  to  take  a  future 
opportunity  of  addressing  your  Honorable  Court  on  this  point,  as  well  as 
on  the  subject  of  the  constitution  of  the  court  of  judicature  which  he  proposes 
to  establish  at  Prince  of  Wales’s  Island. 


Marine 


38.  On  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  is  recorded  a  letter  from 

Consii.  24th  Marine  Board,  with  a  report  on  a  survey  made  of  marine 

April.  stores  imported  on  the  ships  of  last  season. 

39.  The  Marine  Board  having  recommended  to  us  the  building  of  two 
gun  boats,  to  assist  in  protecting  the  trade  of  this  port,  and  these  vessels 
appearing  to  us  likely  to  contribute  materially  towards  the  attainment  of  that 
important  objects,  we  authorized  the  building  of  the  boats. 

40.  From  our  proceedings  of  the  26th  June  you  will  observe  that  the 
expence  of  building  the  boats  is  estimated  at  the  sum  of  sicca  Rs.  SI ,916  and 
the  amount,  as  well  as  the  expence  of  the  establishment  required  for  them, 
must  be  considered  as  a  charge  on  the  additional  duty  levied  at  this  port  for 
the  protection  of  the  trade. 

41.  The  establishment  for  the  pilot  service  being  complete,  and  a  number 
of  young  men  being  upon  the  supernumerary  list  waiting  for  vacancies,  we 
beg  leave  to  recommend  that  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  not  send  any  boys  from 
England  for  the  pilot  service  in  Bengal,  until  we  shall  make  further  applica¬ 
tion  to  you  for  that  purpose. 

42.  The  Marine  Board  having  laid  before  us  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
of  enquiry  on  Mr.  Stone,  a  master  in  your  pilot  service,  charged  with  drunken- 

Consri  5th  Tune  while  conducting  a  ship  down  the  river,  the  charge 

against  Mr.  Stone  was  established ;  it  appeared  that  the 
ship  was  run  on  shore  and  lost  in  consequence  of  Mh.  Stone  being  in  a  state 
of  intoxication ;  the  Governor  General  in  Council  therefore  ordered  him  to 
be  dismissed  from  the  service.  His  Lordship  also  ordered  notice  to  be  given 
to  the  marine  establishment  that  pilots  or  other  officers,  who  might  be  found 
guilty  of  similar  misconduct  while  on  duty,  would  not  only  be  dismissed  from 
the  service,  but  sent  to  England. 

43.  Mr.  Harding,  a  branch  pilot,  has  been  struck  off  the  establishment 

Coiiwsn.  19t±i  and  placed  on  the  pension  list. 

June. 

Company's  Servants 

44.  A  list  of  the  civil  appointments  made  by  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  since  the  1st  of  March  last  is  transmitted  a  number  in  the  packet. 


Consn.  5th  June. 
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45.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Charles  Cockerell,  Mr.  Chas.  Sweedland  and 
Lord  H.  W.  Stuart  to  resign  your  service,  and  to  proceed  to  England,  and 
beg  leave  to  recommend  that  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  allow  tliem  to  return 
to  India  witlr  thcii  tank,  should  they  apply  for  that  indulgence  within  the 
prescribed  period. 


46.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Bcrrie  we  beg  leave  to  point  out  to  your  notice 
r-  .  T  ^  Berrie  recorded  in  our  proceedings  of  the 

""  3rd  July.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  has  nothing  to 

offer  respecting  this  letter,  in  addition  to  the  information 
already  before  you  on  the  subject  of  it. 


47.  In  our  letter  of  the  1st  of  March  last,  the  Governor  General  in  Coum 
cil  had  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  he  had  fixed  a  period  for  holding  an 
examination  of  the  junior  civil  servants  who  had  been  appointed  to  attend 
Mr.  Gilchrist  for  instruction  in  the  Hindoostanee  and  Persian  languages. 

48.  Pursuant  to  that  determination  the  following  gentlemen  were  appoint^ 
ed  a  committee  for  the  conduct  of  the  examination:  G.  H.  Barlow  Esqr.,  J.  H. 
Harington  Esqr.,  N.  B.  Edmonstone  Esqr.,  Lieutt.  Coll.  Wm.  Kirkpatrick, 
W.  C.  Blaquiere  Esqr. 

49.  A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  (with  the  exception  of  its 
enclosures)  and  of  the  orders  passed  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council  on 
the  subject  of  the  report  are  forwarded  a  number  in  the  packet. 

50.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  Governor  General  in  Council 
notices  the  merits  of  Mr.  Waring,  Mr.  Lloyd  and  the  late  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the 
tlnne  gentlemen  whose  names  stand  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  the  first  class 
in  the  report  of  the  committee.  These  gentlemen  established  a  claim  to  parti¬ 
cular  commendation  by  having,  while  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  Hindoos¬ 
tanee  language,  (of  which  they  evinced  an  extensive  knowledge)  also  made  a 
considerable  progress  in  the  Persian  language. 

51.  Your  Hon'ble  Court  will  participate  in  the  concern  expressed  by  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  at  the  premature  decease  of  Mr.  Mackenzie.  The 
Governor  General  in  Council  is  persuaded  that  you  will  approve  of  his  having 
directed  the  prizes,  to  which  Mr.  Mackenzie  would  have  been  entitled,  to  be 
delivered  to  his  representatives  as  a  testimony  of  His  Lordship’s  sense  of  the 
merits  and  talents  of  that  promising  young  gentleman. 


52.  In  addition  to  these  distinguished  instances  of  merit,  your  Hon’ble 
Court  will  observe  with  great  satisfaction  that  all  the  students  in  the  first 
class,  without  exception,  manifested  a  knowledge  of  the  Hindoostanee  langu¬ 
age,  greatly  exceeding  the  expectation  of  the  committee. 

53.  The  same  observation  (allowing  for  the  difference  of  the  period  of 
study)  is  applied  by  the  committee  to  a  great  proportion  of  the  students  of  the 
second,  third  and  fourth  classes,  particularly  to  Mr.  Trant,  who  obtained  the 
first  prize  in  the  second  class,  altho’  the  period  of  his  study  had  been  consider¬ 
ably  shorter  than  that  of  many  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  same  class. 

54.  The  instances  of  meritorious  exertion  were  not  exclusively  confined 
to  those  students  in  the  several  classes  to  whom  prizes  have  been  adjudged ; 
their  merit  was  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  those  honorary  distinctions ;  but 
many  others  of  the  students  evinced  a  knowledge  of  the  Hindoostanee  langii- 
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age,  which  entitled  them  to  the  established  allowance  for  a  moonshee,  under 
the  principle  prescribed  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council. 

55.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  happy  to  acquaint  your  Hono 
rable  Court  that  the  gentlemen,  respecting  whose  progress  in  the  Hindoostanee 
language  the  committee  were  unable  to  make  any  favorable  report,  formed 
but  a  small  proportion  of  the  students.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that 
the  Governor  General  in  Council  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  record  the  names 
of  those  gentlemen,  trusting  that  he  shall  have  it  in  his  power  hereafter  to 
make  a  favorable  report  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  their  diligence  and 
exertions. 

56.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  confident  that  your  Hon’ble  Court 
will  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  he  judged  it  proper  to  reward  the  merits 
of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  placed  at  the  head  of  the  respective  classes. 
He  is  persuaded  that  the  expense  attending  these  rewards  will  be  considered 
by  you  of  little  importance  compared  with  the  benefits  which  have  been 
derived  from  the  institution  superintended  by  Mr.  Gilchrist,  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  an  extensive  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Hindoostanee 
language  among  your  junior  servants  on  this  establishment. 

57.  The  merits  of  Mr.  Gilchrist  are  entitled  to  the  particular  notice  of 
the  Governor  General  in  Council.  Tliat  gentleman  has  with  great  labor  form¬ 
ed  a  most  valuable  grammar  and  dictionary  of  the  Hindoostanee  language,  and 
thereby  afforded  the  means  of  acquiring  that  useful  language  (hitherto  spoken 
very  imperfectly  by  Europeans)  with  facility  and  correctness.  Mr.  Gilchrist 
is  also  entitled  to  the  fullest  approbation  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council, 
for  the  zeal,  ability  and  diligence  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duty  com¬ 
mitted  to  him  of  instructing  the  junior  servants  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Hindoostanee  and  Persian  languages. 

58.  For  such  other  details  respecting  the  examination  as  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  has  deemed  it  proper  to  record,  he  begs  leave  to  refer  you 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  and  to  his  orders  passed  in  Council  upon 
that  report.  In  this  place  His  Lordship  will  only  add  that  the  benefits  which 
have  been  experienced  in  so  short  a  period  from  this  limited  institution 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Gilchrist  will  enable  your  Hon’ble  Court 
to  form  some  estimate  of  the  great  advantages  which  must  result  to 
the  interests  of  the  Company,  from  the  regular  systematic  education  estab¬ 
lished  under  the  institution  of  the  College  at  Fort  William,  in  every  branch 
of  knowledge  requisite  for  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  and  high 
and  important  functions  for  which  your  junior  civil  servants  are  respectively 
destined  in  the  administration  of  the  government  of  the  British  possessions 
in  India. 


Miscellaneous 

59.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  14th  March  last  is  recorded  a  minute  from 
the  Governor  General,  from  which  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that  the 
registers  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  you  will  in  future  be  attested  by  our 
Secretary. 
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71.  The  result  of  the  combined  enquiries  of  Doctor  Buchanan,  Major 
Lambton,^  Captain  Mackenzie®  and  Mr.  Heyne^  will,  we  trust,  furnish  you 
with  the  fullest  information  respecting  the  condition  and  resources  of  those 
valuable  possessions. 


72.  The  instructions  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 
and  the  detailed  plans  for  the  survey  to  be  made  by  Major  Lambton  and 
Captain  Mackenzie,  are  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  14th  March  last. 


73.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  annexed  dates,  is  recorded  the  correspond- 
Consns.  7tli  and  ence  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  with  the  acting 
18th  FebrSry  attorney  of  Mr.  Peter  Moore,®  on  the  subject  of  that  gentle- 
22nd  May.  man’s  claim  on  the  Hon’ble  Company. 

5th  and  22nd 
June. 


74,  From  this  correspondence  it  will  fully  appear  that  the  attorney  of 
Mr.  Moore  was  not  empowered  to  adjust  the  claim  of  his  constituent,  except 
on  condition  of  our  allowing  him  compound  interest.  We  could  not  acquiesce 
in  an  adjustment  on  such  terms,  as  it  would  have  been  inconsistant  with  youi 
orders  of  the  5th  June  1799.  We  therefore  ordered  the  payment  of  the  simple 
interest  due  on  such  of  the  bonds  as  might  be  tendered  at  the  treasury,  leav¬ 
ing  Mr.  Moore’s  claim  to  compound  interest  to  the  final  determination  of  your 
Hon’ble  Court. 


75.  The  sum  paid  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council  for  the  discharge 
of  the  debts  of  persons  confined  for  small  sums  in  the  Calcutta  goal,  on  the 
solemn  occasion  of  the  general  thanksgiving  on  the  6th  of  February  last, 
amounts  to  sicca  Rs.  12,790-2  as  stated  in  the  account,  recorded  on  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  3rd  April  last. 

76.  The  select  vestry  of  Calcutta  laid  before  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  sundry  accounts  relating  to  the  expences  incurred  on  account  of  the 
New  Church,  amounting  to  sicca  Rs.  28,219-8-9  which  had  not  been  adjusted. 
We  directed  the  amount  of  these  expences,  which  had  been  defrayed  from 
die  funds  of  the  Charity  School,  to  be  made  good  to  that  institution.  This 
determination  was  grounded  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Governor  General  in 
Council,  passed  on  the  22nd  July  1791,  by  which  it  appeared  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  provide  the  funds  which  might  be  requisite  for  the  support 
of  the  establishment  of  the  New  Church  at  this  Presidency. 

77.  In  consideration  of  the  representations  contained  in  the  letters  from 
Michael  Rodrigo®  and  Mr.  John  Mills,’'  dated  7th  January  and  13th  February, 
recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  14th  March  last,  the  Governor  General 
in  Council  has  allowed  a  pension  of  sicca  Rs.  80  per  month  to  the  former,  and 
of  sicca  Rs.  100  per  month  to  the  latter. 

78.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  23rd  January  last  is  recorded  a  letter  from 
Capt.  J.  Stewart  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  commanders  of  the  Hon’ble 
Company’s  ships  Manship  and  Lansdown. 

79.  We  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Fort  St.  George,  that  the  neces¬ 
sary  inquiries  might  be  made  into  the  circumstances  stated  by  Captain  Stewart, 
but  as  the  ship  had  sailed  before  the  arrival  of  our  orders,  we  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  case  to  your  Hon’ble  Court,  for  such  notice  as  it  may  appear  to  you 
to  merit 
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Pecuniary  gratification  to  be  paid  to  Captain  Romaine  of  the  Triton. 


To  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Since  closing  our  dispatches  in  this  Department  of  the  2nd  instant, 
we  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1 8th  April  last  by  the 
Cornwallis. 

2.  Our  Chief  Secretary  has  also  received,  and  laid  before  the  Governor 
General  in  Council,  the  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  dated 
the  17th  and  21st  of  the  same  month. 


Answer  to  the  Public  General  letter  of  the  18th  April  1800 


(1-2)  State  the  date  of  their  last 
advices,  and  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  dispatches. 

(3-4)  Have  appointed  a  Committee 
of  Secrecy  for  giving  the  necessary 
directions  respecting  the  safety  of  the 
Company’s  shipping ;  and  a  Secret 
Committee ;  name  the  members  and 
direct  obedience  to  their  orders. 

(5)  Have  given  positive  directions 
to  the  commanders  and  others  in  theii 
service,  who  may  be  possessed  of  His 
Majesty’s  letter  of  marque,  not  to 
exercise  any  power  they  may  suppose 
themselves,  in  consequence,  to  possess, 
in  any  port  or  harbour  at  any  of  their 
settlements  in  India,  China  or  St. 
Helena,  except  with  the  concurrence 
of  their  respective  governments  on 
pain  of  dismission  from  their  service. 

(6)  Have  permitted  Mr.  Henry 

Ramus  to  return  to  his  rank  in  the 
civil  service.  ^ 

(7-8)  Have  appointed  four  writers 
of  the  season  of  1798  and  two  of  1799. 

(9)  Mr.  Wm.  Roxburgh  permitted 
to  proceed  to  assist  his  father  Dr. 


3.  Require  no  reply. 


4.  We  shall  pay  due  obedience  to 
the  orders  contained  in  these  para¬ 
graphs. 


5.  Requires  no  reply. 


6.  Require  no  reply. 


7.  We  shall  pay  attention  to  the 
orders  contained  in  this  paragraph 
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exchange  for  £  sterling  33-I6s-9d  drawn  in  favor  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  on 
Messrs.  Edmund  Boehm  &  Co.  We  beg  leave  to  request  that  your  Hon’ble 
Court  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  amount  of  the  bill  to  be  received  and  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  persons  respectively  entitled  to  the  sums  particularized  in 
Mr.  Bristow’s  letter. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc., 

Fort  William,  (Signed)  Wellesley  /  Peter  Speke  / 

the  13th  September  1800.  William  Cowper. 

(Original  per  Princess  Mary. 

Duplicate  per  Anna.) 
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Opium,  the  more  especially  as  the  longer  it  is  kept  the  less  it  is  adapted  for 
sale  owing  to  decay,  to  which  from  the  nature  of  the  article  it  is  subject. 

5.  From  these  considerations,  we  thought  it  most  adviseable  to  direct, 
that  all  the  opium  remaining  on  hand  should  be  sold  outright,  unless  any 
more  eligible  measures  should  occur  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

6.  It  is  further  proposed  to  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court  that  we  have 
availed  ourselves  of  a  claim  in  the  contract  with  the  Bengal  contractor  to  direct 
the  rejection  of  309  chests  of  opium  delivered  by  him  and  that  it  has  been 
accordingly  rejected. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  &ca 

11  January  1796. 

(Per  Hillshorough) 
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LETTER  DATED  7  MARCH  1796 

Fall  in  the  price  of  opium — Eastern  markets  overstocked  with  last  yeaFs 
export. 

^1^0  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors  etc. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 


Opium 


1.  Pursuant  to  our  resolution  communicated  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  in 
our  letter  of  the  11th  of  January,  the  sale  of  the  whole  of  the  opium  remaining 
on  hand  took  place  on  the  23rd,  24th  and  25th  ultimo  and  it  is  with  great 
concern  we  lay  before  you  the  following  very  unfavorable  result. 


Quality 

When 

Number 

Produce 

Average 

sold 

of  chests 

in  sicca 

per 

sold 

rupees 

chest 

Behar 

23rd 

1,800 

3,16,840 

Sicca  rupees  176 

24th 

778 

1,43,884 

184-15 

2,578 

4,60,724 

178-11 

Benares 

803 

1,89,639 

236-2 

Boglepore 

25th 

721 

44,120 

'  61-3 

Bengal 

^  Purnea 

355 

25,755 

66-  72-8 

Rungpore 

308 

21,494 

.  69-12 

4,765 

7,41,732 

Musters  of  1793-4 

8 

816 

Total  chests 

:  4,773 

Sicca  rupees  7,42,548 
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actually  charge  of  this  Department,  we  found  it  inadequate  to  the  responsibility 
and  magnitude  of  the  trust.  Accordingly  on  appointing  Mr.  Cotton  Secretary, 
we  deemed  it  compatible  with  the  established  principle  of  your  service  to 
increase  his  income  by  permitting  him  to  receive,  in  lieu  of  his  former  salary, 
an  allowance  of  500  rupees  per  mensem  together  with  the 
D^ember^^^^  amount  collected  on  rowannah  fees  and  a  small  commission 
under  certain  limitations  on  the  profits  of  the  salt  and 
opium  sales  as  particularised  in  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin. 

3  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  ten  lacs  of  maunds  of  salt 
sold  on  the  2nd  instant  for  sicca  rupees  28,92,535-1-5  at  an  average  of  289-4-1 
per  %  maunds  which  is  rather  a  more  favourable  sale  than  that  of  last  May. 


Opium 

4.  On  the  2nd  November  we  submitted  to  you  our  sentiments  on  the 
expediency  of  the  proposition  suggested  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  securing  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Company  the  opium  imported  from  the  dominions  of  the 
Nabob  Vizier.  But  as  on  a  further  investigation  of  the  matter  there  appeared 
many  and  important  objections  to  this  measure,  we  deemed  it  adviseable  upon 
the  grounds  stated  in  the  Governor  General's  minute  re¬ 
corded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  29th  February  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  obtain  the  Nabob's  concurrence  to  a  prohibition  of 
the  importation  of  opium,  the  manufacture  of  his  country,  into  the  Company's 
provinces,  and  as  His  Highness  acquiesced  in  our  suggestion,  we  hope  it  will 
prevent  any  considerable  diminution  of  the  profit  hitherto  derived  from  the 
monopoly  of  this  article. 


Consn,  29th 
February. 


We  are  etc.  etc. 

Fort  William, 

20th  May  1796. 

(Per  Henry  Dundas.) 


37 

LETTER  DATED  5  JULY  1796 

Price  of  Bengal  salt — compensation  to  Mr,  Grant. 
r^~\ 

. .  O  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon'ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  the  20th  of  May. 

2.  We  have  since  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  October 
per  Dart  to  which  we  now  proceed  to  reply. 
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of  Mr.  Goodlad’s  plan  for  extending 
the  manufacture  of  salt  in  the  24 
Pergunnahs. 

(19-20)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  need  no  reply. 

(21)  Satisfactory  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  whose  manage¬ 
ment  they  attribute  the  increase  of 
proceeds  arising  from  salt  sales. 

(22)  Referring  to  the  Public  De¬ 
partment  for  the  Court’s  sentiments 
on  the  loss  sustained  by  the  purchase 
of  silver  for  the  use  of  the  Salt  Dept. 

(23)  Approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

(24  to  34)  Adverting  to  paragraphs 
that  need  no  reply. 


of  Trade  for  the  information  required 
in  this  paragraph. 

10.  Need  no  reply. 

11.  Copy  of  this  paragraph  has 
been  communicated  to  the  Board  of 
Trade, 

12.  Need[s]  no  reply. 


13.  Copy  of  this  paragraph  has 
been  transmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

14.  Need  no  reply. 


Salt 

15.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  ten  lacs  of  maunds  of  salt 
produced,  by  public  sale  on  the  1st  and  2nd  instant,  sicca  rupees  30,36,718-1-11 
— ^making  the  average  rate  per  %  mds.  sicca  rupees  303-10-9  upon  which  we 
have  the  satisfaction  to  add  that  the  prices  of  the  Bengal  salt  have  been 
considerably  higher,  and  that  of  the  Coast  rather  more  advantageous  than 
those  of  the  July  sale  in  1795. 


Opium 


16.  In  our  last  advices  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  20th  of  May,  we 

23rd  Ma  signified  to  you  that  the  Vizier  had  given  his  concurrence 

to  a  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  opium,  manufactured 
in  his  dominions,  into  the  Company’s  provinces.  We  have  accordingly  noti¬ 
fied  to  the  public  that  the  prohibition  will  take  effect  from  the  1st  of  January 
1797. 

17.  The  Board  of  Trade  have  in  consequence  been  called  upon  to  submit 

18th  A  ril  ^  draft  of  a  regulation  containing  the  necessary  modi¬ 

fication  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  in  the  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  customs. 

18.  The  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  contain  a  letter  from  Mr.  James 


Augustus  Grant  stating  the  injury  he  should  sustain  as  an 
extensive  dealer  in  Oude  opium  by  our  enforcing  the  pro¬ 
hibition.  Mr.  Grant*  having  early  apprized  Government  of 
his  concern  in  opium  in  the  Vizier’s  territories,  and  having 
not  been  discouraged  from  prosecuting  them,  but  on  the 
contrary  having  been  allowed  to  import  the  opium,  which 
he  had  annually  manufactured  to  a  large  amount,  we 
referred  his  letter  to.  the  Board  of  Trade  for  their  opinion  as  to  the  nature 


18th  April. 

*See  his  letter  of 
the  21st  of  August 
1789.  Consn.  9th 
September,  Revenue 
Department. 
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larger  sum  than  what  we  have  mentioned  will  be  realized  unless  some  un¬ 
expected  favourable  change  should  take  place  previous  to  the  sales. 

26.  Had  the  estimate  for  1,796-7  been  formed,  according  to  former  usage, 
upon  the  average  selling  prices  and  quantities  of  the  three  preceding  seasons, 
the  profit  would  have  stood  at  sicca  rupees  15,14,479-5,  and  if  upon  the  average 
selling  prices  of  the  two  sales  in  December  and  February  last,  the  profit  would 
have  appeared  sicca  rupees  4,08,246-5. 


We  have  etc. 

Fort  William, 

5th  July  1796. 

(Per  Dart,) 
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Remission  of  the  duty]  on  jewels — fall  in  price  of  salt. 


To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  from  this  Department  were  dated  the  5th  July  last. 

Customs 

2.  Jewels  being  easily  secreted,  and  as  the  attempt  to  levy  a  duty  on  them 
must  consequently  in  a  great  degree  prove  nugatory,  and  at  the  same  time 
prevent  our  obtaining  information  of  the  extent  of  the  import  and  export  of 
such  commodities,  w^e  judged  it  proper,  on  the  receipt  of  an  application  from 
an  Armenian  for  a  remission  of  the  duties  on  some  jewels  imported  by  him 
from  Madras,  to  declare  all  jewels  exempted  from  duty  both  on  import  and 
export.  We  determined  however  that  they  should  be  entered  at  the  Customs 
House,  and  their  value  reported,  under  the  penalty  of  being  subject  to  the 
payment  of  double  customs,  vizt.,  5  per  cent,  for  any  neglect  of  such  entry 
or  report. 


Salt 

3.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  18th  July  is  recorded  a  letter  from  the 
Board  of  Trade,  dated  the  12th  ultimo,  transmitting  the  annual  accounts  of 
the  Salt  Department,  formed  upon  the  same  principles  as  those  of  the  last 

,  o  1-  T  1  year,  together  with  a  summary  of  the  most  material  transac- 
Consn.  18th  July,  \  Y*ir  i 

tions  which  have  taken  place  m  this  Department  subse¬ 
quent  to  their  letter  of  the  5th  May  forwarded  to  you  with  our  dispatches  of 
the  15th  May  1795  (per  Royal  Admiral),  This  letter  was  received  after  the 
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mending  it  to  them  to  insert  in  the  engagements  the  same  conditions  as  those 
contained  in  the  existing  contracts  with  Messrs.  Kendersly,  Watts  &  Co.,  for 
guarding  against  the  delivery  of  salt  of  inferior  quality,  to  that  specified  in 
the  contract. 

9.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  8th  August  is  recorded  a  report  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  customs  collected  in  the  Company’s  provinces,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  Benares,  from  the  1st  May  1795  to  the  30th  April  1796,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  net  proceeds  so  collected  amount  to  sicca  rupees  7,24,332. 

10.  We  have  great  satisfaction  in  observing  that  notwithstanding  the 
general  reduction  which  took  place  in  the  rate  of  the  customs  on  the  1st  June 
last,  and  the  war  in  Europe,  the  above-stated  sum  exceeds  the  proceeds  of  any 
former  year  since  the  abolition  of  the  Government  customs  in  the  amount  of 
sicca  rupees  3,14,869  and  that  it  is  76  per  cent  above  the  estimate  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  made  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts  at  the  India  House  on  the  15th  Feb¬ 
ruary  1793,  although  that  estimate  was  for  a  time  of  peace. 

11.  We  ascribe  this  encrease  of  the  customs  to  the  large  import  of  goods 
from  the  Upper  Provinces ;  to  a  great  extension  of  the  exports  from  Calcutta 
by  sea ;  to  an  encreasing  export  direct  to  the  United  States  of  America ;  to  the 
half  per  cent  paid  on  the  export  of  piece  goods  more  than  the  old  town  duties ; 
and  to  the  vigilance  and  exertion  of  the  appraiser  of  piece  goods. 

12.  With  a  view  to  the  further  encrease  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
customs,  as  well  as  to  preserve  uniformity  in  the  system  of  collecting  the  duties 
throughout  the  provinces,  we  have  thought  it  adviseable  to  appoint  a  separate 
officer  to  collect  the  customs  at  Benares,  with  the  same  salary  and  allowances 
as  are  received  by  the  Collector  of  the  Customs  at  Mangee.^  From  the 
Governor  General’s  minute  recorded  on  the  8th  of  August,  you  will  observe 
that  we  had  this  arrangement  in  contemplation  on  the  establishment  of  the 
new  system  in  Benares,  and  we  have  little  doubt  but  that  the  expected  aug¬ 
mentation  in  the  receipts  will  arise  from  the  adoption  of  it,  as  the  duties  of  the 
Collector  of  the  land  revenue,  under  whose  superintendence  these  collections 
were  before  placed,  entirely  precluded  him  from  giving  that  attention  to  the 
conduct  of  the  native  officers  by  whom  the  duties  are  immediately  levied,  which 
is  necessary  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  trust. 

13.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  same  date  is  recorded  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  receipts  and  disbursements  in  Bengal  of  the  Salt  Department  from 
the  1st  of  May  1796  to  the  30th  April  1797.  This  statement  estimates  the 
neat  resource  of  Government  from  salt  at  the  sum  of  71,03,300.  Having  deter¬ 
mined  however,  since  it  was  formed,  to  import  six  lacks  of  maunds  instead  of 
4,20,000,  a  proportionate  reduction  is  to  be  made  from  the  estimated  neat  profit, 
on  account  of  the  encr eased  quantity  to  be  paid  for. 

14.  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  in  the  packet,  broken  sett  of  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  this  Department  from  the  11th  July  to  29th  August  1796  inclusive, 
as  also  a  continuation  of  the  index  from  the  2nd  of  May  to  the  same  period. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc., 

Fort  William, 

31  August  1796. 

(Per  Georgiana) 
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total  value  of  the  merchandize  together  with  coins  and  bullion  exported  from 
Bengal  amounts  to  sicca  rupees  98,42,359. 

Total  value  of  merchandize  imported  into  Bengal  ...  1,12,93,453 

Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  imports  of  sicca  rupees  14,51,094 


Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

3rd  October  1796. 

(Per  Georgiana.) 
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LETTER  DATED  9  JANUARY  1797 

Repeal  of  duties  levied  on  American  ships — rates  of  exchange  of  coins — 
table  of  exchange  for  Calcutta  Customs — report  on  opium  sales. 

the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors  etc. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 


Customs 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  were  dated 
the  3rd  October  last. 

2.  Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation  between  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the 

Consn.  10th  September  last,  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  changing 

October.  the  rule  for  the  levying  of  duties  on  American  vessels 

from  whatever  places  importing. 

3.  The  duties  of  this  port  formerly  were  levied  upon  American  vessels, 
whether  importing  from  America  or  from  Europe  or  elsewhere  in  the  same 
manner  as  upon  other  foreign  ships,  that  is  to  say  2^  per  cent  upon  the  prime 
cost  of  the  'goods  with  an  advance  of  60  per  cent. 

4.  The  13th  article  of  the  treaty  above  alluded  to  stipulates  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  pay  for  their  vessels,  when  admitted  into 
the  ports  and  harbours  of  the  British  territories  in  the  East  Indies,  no  other 
or  higher  tonnage  duty  thanj  shall  be  payable  on  British  vessels,  when  admitted 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States;  and  they  shall  pay  no  other  or  higher 
duties  or  charges  on  the  importation  or  exportation  of  the  cargoes  of  the  said 
vessels,  than  shall  be  payable  on  the  same  articles  when  imported  or  exported 
on  British  vessels. 

5.  To  act  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  last  part  of  the  above  stipulation, 
we  deemed  it  necessary  to  repeal  the  duties  formerly  levied  on  American  ships, 
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exchange  in  consequence  for  the  Spanish  dollar  has  been  fixed  at  sicca  Rs.  2 
as.  4  each. 


14.  The  former  rate  2s.  8d.  per  millerea.  The  Board  of  Trade  have  not 

been  able  to  assay  this  coin,  but  believe  its  value  to  be 
rupees  per  pound  sterling  5sh.  7d.  [is 

equal]  to  sicca  Rs.  2  as.  12  p.  8.  We  have  in  consequence  fixed 
the  exchange  at  Rs.  2  as.  12  per  millerea. 

15.  The  former  rate  3  sicca  rupees  per  tale.  The  value  of  the  tale  is  esti- 

China  mated  in  general  at  6s.  8d. ;  rating  them  upon  10  rupees 

to  the  pound  sterling,  the  exchange  will  be  Rs.  3  as.  5  p.  4 
or  3^  sicca  rupees  for  tale.  The  exchange  is  therefore  fixed  at  sicca  rupees 

per  tale. 

16.  The  invoices  from  China  being  frequently  made  in  dollars,  the  ex¬ 
change  to  [be]  the  same  as  under  the  article  Spain. 

17.  Some  rate  star  and  Madras  pagodas  at  sicca  rupees  3-12  per  pagoda 
Fort  St.  George,  without  distinction.  The  star  pagoda  is  intrinsically  worth 

7s.  5/4d. ;  to  avoid  fractions  7s.  6d.  is  assumed  ;  the  former 
rate  3  sicca  rupees  12  annas  is  then  proper. 

18.  The  Madras  or  swamy  pagoda  is  worth  10  per  cent  more,  which  gives 
4  sicca  rupees  2as.  each.  4  sicca  rupees  are  assumed. 

19.  The  exchange  then  has  been  fixed  on  the  star  pagoda  3-12  sicca  rupees, 
Madras  or  swamy  4  sicca  rupees. 

20.  Some  rate  1 deducted  from  America  currency  to  make  pounds  sterl- 

America.  Board  of  Trade  found  [this]  to  be  inexact,  on 

referring  to  the  latest  publication  on  credit,  named 
Mr.  Cowper’s  Information  respecting  America,  wherein  the  different  rates  for 
the  different  States  are  specified — vide  page  145.  The  exchange  has  been  fixed 

according  to  the  rates  mentioned  in  the  book  above  alluded  to,  vizt., 

21.  Their  currency  to  be  converted  into  pound  sterling  by  multiplying 

New  England  and  by  3  and  dividing  by  4. 

Virginia  States.  o  / 

22.  By  multiplying  by  9  and  dividing  by  16. 

23.  By  multiplying  by  3  and  dividing  by  5. 

24.  By  deducting  1/27  part  the  pound  sterling  in  rupees  as 
before. 


New  York. 
Pensilvania. 


South  Carolina 
and  Georgia. 


25.  The  invoices  in  dollars  the  same  as  under  article  Spain. 

26.  The  following  is  the  table  of  exchange  fixed  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Calcutta  Customs  — 


Countries 

Great  Britain 

Denmark 

France 

Ditto 

Spain 

Portugal  and  Madeira 
China 


Coins 

Pound  sterling 
Rix  dollar 
Livre  Tournois 
Mauritius  livre 
Spain  dollar 
Mill[e]rea 
Tale 


Rates  of  exchange 
At  10  sicca  rupees 
At  2J4  sicca  rupees 
At  24  for  10  sicca  rupees 
At  48  for  10  sicca  rupees 
At  2J4  sicca  rupees 
At  2^  sicca  rupees 
At  3^  sicca  rupees 
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31.  The  Bengal  opium  from  Boglepore  and  Rungpore  was  put  up  at  200 
sicca  rupees ;  the  highest  offer  was  sicca  rupees  50,  notwithstanding  which  we 
are  happy  to  observe  that  the  sale  was  on  the  whole  extremely  favorable. 

32.  In  reply  to  the  43rd  paragraph  of  your  letter  in  this  Department  of 
the  22nd  April  1796,  we  beg  leave  to  state  that  it  was  not  in  our  contempladon 
to  propose  the  establishment  of  a  duty  on  exported  coin  or  bullion  from  a 
conviction  that  the  attempt  would  be  vexatious  and  unproductive ;  our  propo¬ 
sition,  however  inaccurately  expressed,  was  rather  to  continue  the  existing  pro¬ 
hibition  against  the  exportation  of  those  articles,  than  to  suggest  the  imposi¬ 
tion  of  a  duty  upon  them.  The  prohibition  has  in  fact  existed  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  has  done  for  many  years  past,  and  if  it  should  have  been  evaded, 
the  evasion  has  escaped  detection.  But  we  believe  that  the  exportation  of  coin 
or  bullion,  trifling  sums  for  personal  accommodation  excepted,  is  by  sea  very 
little  and  not  an  object  of  sufficient  importance  for  the  imposition  of  duties. 
By  removing  the  prohibition  altogether  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  quantity 
exported  might  be  obtained,  and  with  this  knowledge  we  might  be  able  to 
decide  with  more  certainty  upon  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  duty  on  the 
exportation  or  of  effectual  means  of  checking  it ;  and  upon  a  more  mature 
consideration  of  the  subject  we  are  inclined  to  submit  this  proposition  to  the 
decision  of  your  Hon'ble  Court. 

Salt 

33.  The  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  have  contracted  with  Mr.  William 
Dring  of  Madras  for  the  delivery  of  six  lack  maunds  of  salt 
in  Bengal.  The  lowest  terms  offered  were  star  pagodas 
17-3-50  per  100  Bengal  maunds. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Hon’ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

J.  Shore  /  Robt.  Abercromby  /  P.  Speke/ 
1797.  W.  Cowper. 


Consn.  26th 
December. 


Fort  William, 
the  9th  January 

(Per  Dublin.) 
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LETTER  DATED  2  MARCH  1797 

Particulars  of  the  sale  of  opium  in  February. 


A  O  the  Hon'ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

Opium 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  the  9th  January,  and 
were  transmitted  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  by  the  Dublin  and  ships  of  that 
4ivision. 
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LETTER  DATED  30  APRIL  1797 

Difference  in  the  estimates  of  profit  in  salt  explained — practicability  of 
re-establishing  the  duties  on  the  trade  of  the  foreign  settlements. 

To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  from  this  Department  were  dated  the  2nd  March. 

2.  We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22nd  April  to  which  we  shall  now 
reply. 

Reply  to  the  letter  from  the  Hon^hle  Court  of  Directors 
the  22nd  April  1796 

(1)  Shall  reply  to  the  parts  of  the*J  ' 

advices  relating  to  salt,  opium  and 

customs.  y  3.  Require  no  answer. 

(2)  Noticing  paragraphs  that  re¬ 
quire  no  reply. 

(3  to  5)  Observing  on  the  difference  4.  From  the  explanation  furnished 
between  the  profit  in  salt  for  1794/5  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  these  para- 
as  estimated  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  graphs,  as  recorded  on  our  proceedings 
and  that  inserted  in  the  general  esti-  of  the  17th  October  last,  you  will 
mate  of  resources  and  disbursements  observe  that  the  difference  between 
transmitted  by  the  EsseXy  and  requir-  the  two  estimates  noticed  by  your 
ing  an  explanation.  Hon’ble  Court  arose  from  the  very 

moderate  scale  upon  which  the  Board’s 
estimate  was  prepared,  as  explained  in 
their  letter  of  the  12th  August  1794, 
and  in  which,  as  well  as  in  the  general 
estimate,  only  the  whole  of  the  ex¬ 
pected  receipts  and  disbursements 
from  the  1st  of  May  1794  to  the  30th 
of  May  1795  was  stated,  without  in¬ 
cluding  any  advances  previously  made. 
But,  although  the  profit  inserted  in  the 
general  estimate  exceeded  the  sum 
estimated  by  the  Board  of  Trade  by 
upwards  of  eight  lacs  of  rupees, 
the  actual  profit  was  more  favorable 
than  the  general  estimate  by  upwards 
of  four  lacs,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  statement  of  which  your 
Court  is  already  in  possession. 


474 


SEPARATE  LETTER  TO  COURT 


presenting  him  with  50,000  rupees  as  a 
reward  for  his  services.  Command  the 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
prevent  smuggling  etc. 

(14)  Approving  of  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  establishment  of  armed 
peons  in  the  24  Pergunnahs. 

(15  and  16)  Respecting  the  Roy- 
mungal  Agency,  and  trusting  that 
every  measure  will  be  adopted  for 
meliorating  the  situation  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers. 


(17)  Approve  of  the  determination" 

that  in  future  assistants  to  the  salt 
agents  shall  be  selected  from  the 
Company’s  servants.  ' 

(18)  Approving  of  paragraphs 
already  replied  to. 

(19)  Salt  statements  of  1199  satis¬ 
factory.  Desire  similar  statements  may 
be  furnished  in  future. 

(20)  Approving  of  certain  direc- " 
tions  regarding  salt  advances. 

(21)  Accounts  of  salt  sales  satis¬ 
factory. 

(22)  Commendation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  Salt 
Department. 


(23)  Approve  of  the  letter  written  ^ 

to  Madras  respecting  adulterated  salt 
received  in  part  of  the  contract  of 
Messrs.  Roebuck  and  Abbott.  , 

(24)  Approve  of  the  contract  with 
Kishtno  Chun  Moug  for  the  delivery 
of  45,000  maunds  of  Balasore  salt. 

(25)  Approve  of  the  reward  of  1,000 
rupees  to  the  persons  concerned  in  the 
seizure  of  a  large  quantity  of  salt. 

(26)  Approve  of  the  discharge  of 
Mr.  Croramelin’s  bill  for  his  expences. 


of  50,000  rupees  has  been  paid  to  that 
gentleman  agreeably  to  your  direc¬ 
tions. 

10.  Requires  no  reply. 


11.  We  have  the  satisfaction  to 
observe  that  the  measures  suggested 
by  your  Hon’blc  Court  have  been 
anticipated,  as  will  appear  from  the 
papers  referred  to  in  the  extract  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
recorded  on  our  consultations  of  the 
17th  October  last. 


12.  Require  no  reply. 


13.  Similar  statements  have  been 
transmitted  to  you  annually  and  will 
be  regularly  forwarded  in  future. 


14.  Require  no  reply. 

15.  This  paragraph  has  been  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
have  expressed  themselves  highly 
gratified  with  your  approbation  of 
their  conduct. 


16.  Require  no  reply. 
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a  penalty  on  the  exportation  of  coin 
or  bullion  to  be  considered. 

(44)  Do  not  conceive  any  material 
inconvenience  can  arise  from  post¬ 
poning  the  decision  on  the  question 
whether  the  foreigners  are  subject  to 
the  same  export  and  import  duties  as 
British  subjects.  Desire  to  be  inform¬ 
ed  whether  the  duties  on  the  trade  of 
the  foreign  settlements  might  not  be 
re-established  under  certain  regula¬ 
tions,  so  as  to  counter-balance  any 
advantage  it  derives  from  the  present 
exemption.  Foreigners,  importing  or 
exporting  goods  into  or  from  Calcutta, 
to  pay  the  established  duties. 


be  prescribed  for  the  breach  of  the 
prohibition. 

21.  With  respect  to  the  informa¬ 
tion  which  your  Hon’ble  Court  desire 
as  to  the  practicability  of  re-establish¬ 
ing  the  duties  on  the  trade  of  the 
foreign  settlements,  so  as  to  counter¬ 
balance  any  advantages  it  derives 
from  the  present  exemption,  we  have 
to  observe  that  since  the  Dutch  and 
French  settlements  have  been  taken 
possession  of  by  you,  their  import  and 
export  trade  by  sea  has  necessarily 
ceased.  Should  these  settlements  how¬ 
ever  be  re-established  on  the  footing 
on  which  they  existed  before  the  war, 
the  objections  to  collecting  duties  of 
their  trade,  which  we  have  fully  de¬ 
tailed  in  our  letter  of  the  8th  March 
1795  would  again  operate  in  the  same 
degree  as  heretofore. 

22.  We  therefore  recommend  as 
the  only  mode  of  obviating  the 
objections,  that  you  suggest  to  His 
Majesty’s  ministers  that  in  the  event 
of  its  being  determined  on  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  a  peace,  to  restore  the  French 
and  Dutch*  possessions  in  Bengal,  it  be 
made  a  condition  of  the  restoration, 
that  their  trade  shall  be  liable  to  the 
same  duties  as  the  trade  of  British 
subjects  at  Calcutta ;  or,  (if  this  ar¬ 
rangement  should  be  deemed  objec¬ 
tionable,)  to  an  export  and  import 
duty  of  27  per  cent,  and  in  either  case, 
that  the  duty  shall  be  levied  ty  this 
Government  under  the  same  rules  and 
regulations  as  this  Government  may 
judge  proper  to  adopt  for  levying  the 
duties  on  the  trade  of  British  subjects. 

23.  Stipulations  to  this  effect  with 
the  French  and  Dutch  will  effectually 
prevent  their  trade  from  interfering 
with  such  arrangements  as  you  may 
occasionally  think  it  necessary  to  make 
with  regard  to  the  import  and  export 
duties  on  the  commerce  of  Bengal. 
But  it  is  necessary  to  add  that  this 
very  desirable  object  will  not  be  com- 
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Arrangements  for  providing  opium  by  agency — arguments  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  for  discontinuing  the  provision  of  Bengal  opium — statements  of  sale 
of  opium. 

To  the  Hon’bie  Court  of  Directors. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  on  the  30th  of  April. 

2.  Having  directed  the  Board  of  Trade  to  submit  to  us  the  detail  of  the 
Consn.  arrangements  for  providing  the  opium  by  agency,  they  laid 

19th  May.  before  us  a  plan  of  which  the  following  are  the  heads. 

1st.  That  two  or  more  agents,  as  might  appear  most  expedient,  should 
be  appointed  for  the  Behar  and  Benares  opium. 

2nd.  That  no  Bengal  opium  should  be  provided  in  future. 

3rd.  That  those  parts  of  the  32nd  Regulations  of  1793,  and  1795,  which 
specify  the  prices  paid  to  the  cultivators  in  the  several  pergunnahs,  secure 
them  from  oppression,  and  guard  against  fraud  on  their  part,  together 
with  the  rules  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling,  be  continued  in  force  as 
at  present. 

4th.  That  as  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  Company  from 
the  new  system  would  depend  chiefly  on  the  quantity,  and  good  quality 
of  the  opium  manufactured,  and  the  oeconomy  observed  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  business,  a  liberal  commission  should  be  allowed  to  the  agents 
on  the  net  profit  arising  from  the  opium,  exclusive  of  such  fixed  salaries 
as  might  be  deemed  proper,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  give  their  utmost 
attention  to  these  objects. 

5th.  That  the  agents,  on  their  appointment,  should  take  an  oath  to 
render  true  and  faithful  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  the  money  advanced 
to  them,  and  of  the  opium  produced,  whenever  required  and  during  their 
agencies  to  have  no  concern  in  opium,  nor  to  derive  any  profit  from  their 
situation  besides  their  commission  and  the  salaries  which  should  be  allowed 
them ;  nor,  knowingly  to  suffer  any  of  their  dependents  to  derive  any 
advantage  or  profits  but  such  as  should  be  duly  allowed. 

6th.  That  the  advances  in  the  ensuing  season  should  be  issued  in 
the  same  proportions,  and  at  the  same  periods,  as  those  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  that  the  quantity  required  to  be  provided  should  be  the  same 
as  that  which  was  stipulated  for  with  the  contractors,  viz.,  3,200  chests 
fi'om  Behar,  and  600  chests  from  Benares ;  but  that  the  agents  should 
be  instructed  to  report,  as  early  as  possible,  what  further  quantity  they 
might  be  able  to  provide,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  provision  being  limited 
to  any  fixed  quantity,  the  necessary  directions  might  be  accordingly  given. 
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agent,  difficulties  would  arise  in  respect  to  the  superintendence  of  the 
business. 

6th.  That  the  bad  character  which  the  opium  generally  had  acquired 
in  the  Eastern  markets,  had  in  part  arisen  from  some  of  the  purchasers 
at  the  sales  having  mixed  in  the  same  chest,  cakes  of  the  Bengal  opium 
with  the  superior  sorts  from  Behar  and  Benares,  and  afterwards  disposed 
of  it  as  Behar  and  Benares  opium  and  consequently  the  continuance  of 
the  provision  in  Bengal  would  afford  the  means  of  a  repetition  of  similar 
impositions. 

5.  With  regard  to  the  above  reasons  assigned  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
although  we  concurred  in  the  expediency  of  discontinuing  the  provision  of 

Bengal  opium,  we  deemed  the  advances*  made  in  Bengal 
sufficiently  considerable  to  afford  ground  for  apprehension 
that  the  immediate  discontinuance  of  the  provision  might 
occasion  material  distress  to  those  ryots  who  relied  on  the 
usual  annual  advances,  and  who  might  not  immediately 
have  it  in  their  power  to  appropriate  their  opium-land  to 
other  species  of  cultivation,  sufficiently  profitable  to  enable 
them  to  discharge  the  rent  of  it.  It  therefore  appeared  to 
us  that,  instead  of  prohibiting  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy 
in  Bengal  altogether,  it  might  be  preferable  to  authorize  the 
commercial  agents  in  the  Bengal  districts  to  make  advances 
to  those  persons  who  might,  of  their  own  accord,  apply  for 
them ;  but  to  instruct  them,  at  the  same  time,  not  to 
propose  to  any  of  the  ryots  to  receive  advances,  or  to  make 
them  except  on  such  applications. 

6.  On  this  expedient,  the  Board  of  Trade  observed  that  the  Commercial 
Agent  at  Bungpore  was,  in  point  of  situation,  the  only  officer  of  that  descrip¬ 
tion,  who  could  personally  superintend  the  management  of  any  part  of  it, 
that  he  might  superintend  the  produce  in  his  own  district,  but  that  they  were 
not  aware  of  any  agent  to  whom  the  superintendence  of  the  provision  in 
Boglepore  and  Purnea,  wffiich  far  exceeded  the  quantity  produced  in  Rungpore, 
could  be  committed.  For  the  reasons,  however,  stated  in  their  proceedings, 
they  recommended  that  the  charge  of  the  business  in  Purneah  and  Rungpore 
should  be  given  to  the  Resident  in  the  latter  district,  and  that  of  Boglepore  to 
the  Resident  at  Malda,  observing  at  the  same  time,  that  they  offered  the  above 
suggestions  with  a  view  to  the  eventual  continuance  of  the  provision  in  Bengal, 
and  not  in  consequence  of  any  alteration  of  the  opinion  which  they  had  before 
expressed  of  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  cultivation  of  the  Bengal  opium 
altogether,  although  it  should  be  necessary  for  Government  to  make  a  com¬ 
pensation  to  the  ryots,  or  submit  to  a  small  diminution  of  revenue.  Tliey 
further  added  that  the  expence  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  incur  for  the 
requisite  deputies,  and  establishments  in  Rungpore  and  Purnea,  to  receive 
the  applications  for  advances,  and  the  opium  from  those  ryots,  who  on  account 
of  the  distance  could  not  attend  the  commercial  agents  at  their  stations  on 
either  occasion,  but  more  particularly  on  the  latter,  would,  in  all  probability, 
be  almost,  if  not  fully,  equal  either  to  the  amount  of  such  compensation  or 
the  loss  of  revenue. 

7.  On  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  we  at  length  determined  that 


*Note: — ^The 
average  of  the 
annual  payments 
made  to  the  con¬ 
tractors  for  the  last 
eight  years  is 
Sa,  Ks.  1,33,382, 
but  the  advances 
to  the  ryots  would 
not  be  near  so 
much,  as  in  the 
above  sum  are  in¬ 
cluded,  the  con¬ 
tractors’  profits, 
servants’  wages, 
and  charges  of 
package,  and 
transportation. 
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14.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  11th  instant,  is  recorded  a  letter  from 


Consn.  lUh 
August. 


the  Board  of  Trade  submitting  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  Agent  for.  the  Behar  opium,  with  copies  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  proposed  for  that  Agency. 


15.  We  have  approved  of  the  plan  of  establishment  formed  by  the  Agent, 
subject  to  future  revision  and  correction,  and  instructed  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  publish  the  advertisement  noticed  in  the  7th  paragraph  of  their  letter. 


16.  We  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  number  in  the  packet,  copy  of  a 


Consn.  1 9th  June. 


general  statement  of  the  opium  of  1795/6,  the  neat  profit 
on  which  is  sicca  Rs.  4,84,518-12-10. 


17.  You  will  observe  from  the  statement  now  transmitted  that  965  chests 
of  Bengal  opium  still  remain  on  hand,  notwithstanding  the  endeavours  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  dispose  of  it  by  private  sale,  or  by  barter.  The  bazar 
price  of  this  opium  being  only  sicca  Rs.  70  per  chest,  all  hope  of  disposing 
of  it  at  present  at  the  fixed  price  of  sicca  Rs.  200  per  chest  is  of  course  pre¬ 
cluded,  and  as  it  decays  rapidly  from  its  inferior  quality,  we  are  apprehensive 
that  it  will  not  be  saleable  shortly  on  any  terms. 

18.  On  the  receipt  of  the  opium  of  the  ensuing  year,  we  shall  then  be 
at  liberty  to  dispose  of  it  in  any  manner  that  may  be  deemed  advisable,  and 
we  shall  then  take  into  consideration  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  it,  should 
it  be  at  all  saleable. 


Salt 

19.  From  the  detailed  accounts  of  the  May  sale  recorded  on  our  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  8th  of  that  month  you  will  observe  that  ten 
Avera^  of  Bengal  maunds  of  salt  sold  for  sicca  Rs.  28,56,264-7,  making 

Hidgelee  296-10-  0  the  average  selling  price  sicca  Rs.  285-10  per  hundred 
Tumlook  307-12-  4  maunds 
24  Pergunnahs 

303-13-11 

Roymongul 

305-  2-  7 
Bulwa  278-12-  7 
Chittagong 

271,14-  5 

Average  of  Coast 
salt :  — 

Marratta  salt 

264-10-  0 
Coast  salt 

223-  4-  5 
Balasore  do. 

330-  9-  4 


20.  The  July  sale  was  much  more  favorable,  ten  lacks  of  maunds  having 
sold  for  31,99,895,  making  the  average  selling  price  per  hundred  maunds 
sicca  Rs.  319-15-10. 

21.  On  our  proceedings  of  the  31st  July  is  recorded  a  letter  from  the 
Board  of  Trade,  dated  14th  instant,  transmitting  the  annual  accounts  of  the 

Consn.  31st  July,  Department  formed  upon  the  same  principles,  as  those 
of  the  last  year,  together  with  a  summary  of  the  most 
material  transactions  which  have  taken  place  in  this  Department,  subsequent 
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cheapness  of  grain ;  and  to  the  judicial  regulations,  securing  the  people  from 
exactions  ;  and  he  adds,  that  whilst  the  country  continues  to  flourish,  the  same 
causes  must  tend  to  occasion  an  annual  decrease  in  the  provision  of  salt,  and 
that  he  is  unable  to  devise  any  means  for  preventing  the  apprehended  decrease, 
as  the  price  now  paid  for  the  salt  is  most  ample. 

28.  From  our  proceedings  of  the  26th  June  you  will  observe  that 
Mr.  Grindall  has  discharged  the  balance  of  sicca  Rs.  11,357-2-0,  demanded  of 
him  as  security  for  Mr.  Griffith,  on  our  granting  him  a  release. 

Customs 

19,  In  our  Commercial  letter  of  the  30th  April,  we  informed  you  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Governor  General  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  the  Vizier  to  our  imposing  on  all  indigo,  imported  from  his  dominions, 
whether  the  produce  of  them  or  other  countries,  such  a  duty  as  would  give 
a  decided  preference  to  the  manufacture  of  your  own  territories. 

30.  The  Vizier  has,  in  consequence,  acquiesced  in  our  imposing  a  dutj 

of  fifteen  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  existing  duties  payable 
Consn.  19th  June,  in  Benares  and  Behar,  upon  all  indigo  imported  from  His 
Excellency’s  dominions  by  the  way  of  Benares  or  Behar. 
One  half  of  the  amount  of  the  additional  duty  on  the  indigo  imported  by  the 
way  of  Benares  is  to  be  collected  at  the  custom  house  in  that  province,  and  the 
other  half  at  Mangee. 

31.  If  the  indigo  is  imported  directly  into  Behar  without  passing  through 
Benares  the  whole  of  the  additional  duty  will,  of  course,  be  payable  in  the 
former  province. 


We  have  the  honor  etc.. 

Fort  William,  (Signed)  Governor  General/P.  S./W.  C. 

the  15th  August  1797. 

(Original  per  Zeyphyr. 

Duphcate  per  Rose, 

Triplicate  per  Houghton.) 
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Customs  collected  between  May  1796  and  April  1797. 


L  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs^ 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  on  the  15th  August 

last. 
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Customs 


11.  In  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  you  will  observe  a  report  from 

Consn.  4th  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  customs  collected  in  the  year 

September.  beginning  1st  May  1796  and  ending  the  30th  April  1797. 

12.  The  net  amount  realized  falls  short  of  the  collections  of  last  year 
by  the  sum  of  sicca  rupees  42,046  to  which,  if  with  the  view  to  the  better 
contrasting  the  produce  of  the  two  last  years  upon  equal  rates,  there  be 
added  the  sum  collected  for  one  rupee  per  cent  duty,  the  difference  will  be 
sicca  Rs.  1,15,036,  a  difference  that  would  have  existed  had  not  the  new  duty 
been  levied. 


13.  The  Board  of  Trade  attribute  this  deficiency  generally  to  the  effects 
of  the  war,  to  the  scarcity  of  cash  here,  and  more  immediately,  to  a  smaller 
number  of  ships  having  been  dispatched  for  England  before  the  30th  of  April 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  which  has  occasioned  a  quantity  of  goods  intended 
for  Europe  to  remain  in  Calcutta. 

14.  Notwithstanding  this  deficiency,  we  observe  that  the  actual  net  pro¬ 
ceeds  are  still  more  considerable  than  they  were  in  any  one  year  since  the 
abolition  of  the  government  customs  in  the  course  of  the  year  1788/9  till  1794/5, 
and  that  they  exceed  the  net  proceeds  estimated  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts 
at  the  India  House  on  the  15th  February  1793,  though  the  Committee  estimate 
was  formed  for  a  time  of  profound  peace,  in  the  sum  of  sicca  rupees  2,72,804, 
being  above  66  rupees  per  cent. 


15.  There  having  been  sufficient  experience  of  the  business  of  the  office 
of  the  Reporter  of  External  Commerce  to  admit  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  writers  for  it  being  fixed,  we  sanctioned  the 
following  which  the  Reporter  himself  deemed  permanently 
necessary,  to  take  place  from  the  1st  of  October: 


Consn.  25tli 
September. 


One  European  assistant  @  sicca  Rs.  200  per  month 
One  native  writer  ...  ...  16  per  do. 

One  moherir  ...  ...  10  per  do. 


Total  per  month  sicca  Rs.  226. 

16.  A  committee  consisting  of  the  Accountant  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 

Consn  16th  Collector  of  Government  Customs  at  Calcutta  and  the 

October!  Reporter  of  External  Commerce  having  been  appointed  to 

revise  the  forms  of  the  several  custom  houses,  we  have  sanc¬ 
tioned  the  new  forms  of  accounts  recommended  by  them  as  detailed  on  our 
proceedings  of  the  16th  instant. 

17.  The  payment  of  the  import  duty  by  the  7th  section  of  clause  IV  was 
required  to  be  made  within  ten  days ;  but  inconvenience  having  arisen  from 
the  practice  of  sending  about  bills  for  the  duties,  we  ordered  the  customs  as 
well  on  imports  as  on  exports  to  be  levied  previous  to  the  goods  being  passed. 
Understanding,  however,  that  the  merchants  experienced  inconvenience  in 
depositing  the  amount,  we  directed  that  a  credit  should  be  allowed  with  colla¬ 
teral  security  for  two  months  for  the  duty  on  imports,  and  that  an  account 
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Opium 


4.  On  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin,  are  recorded  reports  from 
Consns.  6th,  13th,  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  arrival  of  the  several  dispatches 

20*,  27th  Novem-  opium. 

Consns.  1st,  iSth 
December. 

5.  The  reports  of  the  examiners  of  the  opium  are  recorded  on  the  pro- 

Consns.  20th,  ceedings  noted  in  the  margin. 

27th  November. 

Consns.  1st  &  8th 
December. 

6.  The  first  sale,  consisting  of  the  undermentioned  quantity,  took  place 


Consn.  1  St 
December. 

on  the  12th  instant. 

Behar 

Chests  2,100 

Benares 

^  Boglepore 

400) 

400 

Bengal 

Rungpore 
^  Purneah 

200  ( 

200  ) 

800 

Total  chests  3,300 

7.  The  conditions  of  sale,  appear  in  the  advertisement  recorded  on  our 
proceedings  of  the  1st  December  and  we  are  happy  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
prices  were  considerably  more  favorable  than  those  of  the  preceding  year  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  statement: 


Quality 

Chests  sold 

Produce  in 
sicca  Rs. 

Average  per 
chest 

Average  per 
chest  of  the 
first  sales  of  last 
year 

Behar  opium 

2,100 

5,96,995 

sicca  Rs.  284 

255-8-7 

Benares 

400 

1,14,620 

286 

246-9-9 

Bengal  (Boglepore)  10 

2,015 

201 

Total  chests  2,510  Rs.  7,13,630 


8.  Ten  chests  only  of  the  Bengal  opium  were  sold,  as  the  merchants, 
from  a  knowledge  that  it  would  not  be  sold  for  less  than  200  sicca  Rs.  per  chest, 
would  not  bid  for  any  more. 


9.  As  the  965  chests  of  Bengal  opium  of  last  year,  which,  in  our  letter  of 
the  15th  August,  we  informed  you  still  remained  on  hand, 
as  the  endeavours  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  dispose  of  them 
by  sale  or  barter  had  proved  ineffectual  and  as  the  quality 
of  the  article  daily  became  worse,  we,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  ordered  it  to  be  burnt. 


Consn.  15th 
December. 


10.  This  measure,  we  trusted,  would  contribute  to  raise  the  price  of 'the 
new  opium,  by  evincing  to  the  merchants  our  determination  not  to  dispose  of 
the  atricle  at  an  underrate,  and  by  diminishing  the  large  stock  on  hand, 
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4-  The  reply  of  the  Madras  Government  is  recorded  on  our  proceedings 
of  the  9th  February,  and  as  they  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  contractor 
was  not  entitled  to  any  indulgence,  we  directed  the  Board  of  Trade  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  recovery  of  the  penalty  amounting  to  sicca  Rs.  27,893-1-2. 

Opium 

5.  The  third  opium  sale  took  place  on  the  12th  and  13th  instant.  The 
Behar  and  Benares  opium  consisting  of  2,057  chests  sold  for  sicca  Rs.  6,30,161, 
being  about  306  rupees  per  chest,  or  rupees  33  per  chest  higher  than  the 
January  sales. 

6.  The  Bengal  opium  was  put  up  at  the  limitted  price  of  sicca  Rs.  200 
but  none  of  it  was  disposed  of. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc 

Fort  William, 

the  28th  February  1798. 

(Original  per  Phoenix. 

Duplicate  per  Hawke. 

Triplicate  per  Euridice. 

Quadruplicate  per  Atlantic) 
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Duties  on  opium  not  to  be  increased — average  prices  of  salt. 


the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  letter  in  this  Department  was  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  and  for¬ 
warded  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  by  the  Phoenix. 

Customs 

2.  In  our  letter  from  this  Department  of  the  15th  August  1797  (para¬ 
graphs  29-31),  we  informed  your  Hon’ble  Court  that  His  Highness  the  Nabob 
Vizier  had  acquiesced  in  our  imposing  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent  upon  all 
indigo  imported  into  the  Company’s  provinces  from  His  Excellency’s  domi¬ 
nions  through  Benares  or  Behar,  in  addition  to  the  former  duties  levied  on 
that  article. 

3.  In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  recorded  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  5th  March,  we  were  induced  to  reconsider  the  policy  of 
levying  this  further  duty  upon  indigo,  the  produce  of  Oude,  and,  after  mature 
deliberation,  we  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  most  conducive  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  Company,  of  the  countries  of  both  Bengal  and  Oude,  as  reci- 
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Salt 

2.  From  the  statement  of  the  sale  of  salt  which  took  place  at  the 

beeinninff  of  this  month,  it  appears  that  ten  lacs  of  maunds 
Consn.  4th  May.  sicca  rupees  32,63,193-8-11. 

3.  The  average  prices  of  the  sales  of  the  Bengal  salt  provided  at  the 
different  agencies,  and  also  of  the  Mahratta  and  other  descriptions  of  salt 
are  as  follows: 


Hidgelee 

Average  of  Bengal  salt 

314-13-3 

Tumlook 

327-13-9 

24  Pergunnahs 

339-  9-4 

Roymungul 

362-  6-3 

Bulwa 

324-13-9 

Chittagong 

319-15-0 

Marratta 

Average  of  Coast  etc.  salt 

306-  0-2 

Coast 

326-  4-5 

Rock 

288-  0-0 

Customs 

4.  The  Board  of  Trade  reported  to  ns  that,  on  an  inspection  of  the 
manifests  of  the  private  trade  of  the  chief  officer  of  the  Lord  Walsingham,  it 

appeared  that  claret  was  charged  at  the  rate  of  £36  per 
Consn.  3rd  April,  understood  that  this  was  the  price 

charged  in  the  summer  of  1797  in  London  by  wine  merchants  of  the  first 
character,  being  an  excess  of  5  shillings  per  dozen  above  the  price  of  1796.^ 

5.  This  augmentation  of  the  price  was  ascribed  by  them  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature  having,  in  the  preceding  session,  imposed  a  general  increase  of  duty 
of  5  per  cent  upon  all  imports  (excepting  certain  commodities)  without  allowing 
an  adequate  drawback. 

6.  This  increase  in  the  customs  on  claret  in  England  occasioned  an 
augmentation  of  the  amount  of  the  customs  upon  that  article  at  this  Presi¬ 
dency  under  the  rules  by  which  they  are  levied ;  and  as  this  further  increase 
of  customs  would  necessarily  have  operated  to  turn  the  supply  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  with  articles,  which  are  not  British  produce  but  which  have  hitherto 
come  by  British  ships,  into  foreign  channels,  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  fix 
£1  2s.  lOd.  per  dozen  or  £30  per  chest  as  the  valuation  of  claret  from  London, 
beyond  which  it  should  not  be  rated  in  calculating  the  customs.  We,  at  the 
same  time  however,  determined  that  when  the  actual  cost  of  the  claret  should 
fall  below  the  above  rate,  the  customs  should  be  charged  as  at  present  upon 
the  cost. 

Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc., 

the  17th  May  1798. 


(1  copy  per  Atlantic. 
2  copy  per  Euridice) 
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of  the  ofEer  of  Messrs.  Fair  lie  Reid  & 
Co.  to  take  all  the  Behar  and  Benares 
opium  at  specific  prices. 

(6)  Expressing  satisfaction  that  the 
salt  sales  in  '95 /6  have  yielded  so  much 
above  the  estimate,  and  that  those  in 
’96/7  are  likely  to  turn  out  so  well. 


(7)  Answers  to  the  letters  of  the*" 

11th  January  and  7th  March  ’96 
are  included  in  the  preceding  para¬ 
graphs.  ' 

(8)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  that 

needs  no  reply.  ^ 

(9)  Approving  of  the  Departments 
of  the  Investment  and  Customs  having 
been  separated  from  those  of  the  Salt 
and  Opium,  and  of  Mr.  Cotton’s  ap¬ 
pointment  as  Secretary  to  the  latter. 

(10)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph  that " 
needs  no  reply. 

(11)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
already  replied  to. 

(12)  Letter  of  the  5th  July  ’96  needs 
no  reply. 

(13)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that , 
require  no  reply. 

.  (14)  Have  perused  the  papers  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  importation  of  Coast  salt 
by  individuals.  Have  since  been  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Madras  Government, 
that  not  a  single  application  has  been 
made  to  import  salt  into  Bengal  on 
the  terms  prescribed  by  this  Govern¬ 
ment. 

(15)  Referring  to  our  judgment  to 
what  extent  the  importation  of  Coast 
salt  can  be  admitted,  and  under  what 
regulations,  and  at  what  price. 

(16)  Are  induced  to  hope  from  a 
perusal  of  the  Governor  General’s 
minute,  that  a  more  extensive  im¬ 
portation  of  Coast  salt  may  hereafter 
take  place. 

(17)  Approving  of  the  manner  in 
which  we  have  agreed  to  adjust  the 


8.  In  the  22nd  paragraph  of  our 
letter  from  this  Department  of  the 
15th  of  August  ’97,  we  acquainted  you 
that  the  neat  profit  on  the  salt  for  ’96/7 
exceeded  that  of  ’95/6  in  the  sum  of 
sicca  rupees  4,98,980. 


9.  Require  no  reply. 


10.  We  have  communicated  the 
substance  of  this  paragraph  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. 


11.  No  reply. 


12.  Wei  have  communicated  these 
>  paragraphs  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
shall  hereafter  reply  to  them. 


13.  We  are  happy  that  the  re¬ 
solutions  which  we  adopted  respecting 
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17.  The  quantity  of  opium  to  be  provided  in  the  ensuing  season,  has 
been  fixed  at  5,000  chests  vizt.. 

From  Behar  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,200 

Benares  ...  ...  ...  ...  800 


5,000 

18.  This  quantity  is  stated  to  be  about  equal  to  the  consumption  of  the 
Eastern  markets,  according  to  the  best  information  which  could  be  obtained 

Salt 

19.  From  the  account  of  the  July  sale,  it  appears  that  ten  lacks  of  maunds 
Consn.  9th  July,  of  salt  sold  for  sicca  Rs.  32,15,376-15-6. 

20.  The  average  prices  of  the  sales  of  the  Bengal  salt  provided  at  the 
different  agencies,  and  also  of  the  Mahratta  and  other  descriptions  of  salt,  are 
as  follow:  — 


Average  of  Bengal  salt 


Hidgellee 

322-15  -2 

Turn  look 

333-  1-  7 

24  Pergunnahs 

343-13-10 

Roymungul 

358-  7-6 

Bulwa 

322-  6-3 

Chittagong 

321-  5-  7 

Average  of  Coast  etc.  salt 

Mahratta 

302-  9-  9 

Rock 

270-  0-  5 

'  '  Coast 

354-  7-  0 

Kurkutch 

297-14  -5 

Fort  William, 

We  have  the  honor  to 

31st  July  1798. 

(1  copy  per  Atlantic. 

2  copy  per  Euridice.) 
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Salt  coTitfactoTS  not  to  export  tnore  than  four  lakhs  of  7fiaunds  from  the 
Northern  Circars  all  goods  exported  from  Calcutta  to  any  of  the  foreign 
settlements  to  be  subject  to  duty. 


_  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

]  .Our  last  advices  from  this  Department  were  dated  3 1st  July. 
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11.  With  respect  to  the  Bengal  opium  remaining  on  hand  amounting  to 
’l  ,860  chests,  being  of  opinion,  for  the  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Trade,  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  27th  August,  that 
the  sale  of  this  opium  would  injure  the  sales  of  the  new  opium  provided  under 
the  agency,  and  prevent,  for  a  considerable  time,  the  re-establishmcnt  of  this 
branch  of  your  revenues,  we  have  directed  the  whole  quantity  (excepting  five 
chests  reserved  for  purposes  of  experiment)  to  be  burnt.  Notice  of  this  reso¬ 
lution  has  been  published  in  the  Gazette. 


Customs 


12.  The  Danish  Government  at  Fredericksnagore  represented  to  us  that 
a  demand  for  duties  had  been  made  by  the  Collector  of  the  Government  Cus- 
Consn  I6tli  Tul  Calcutta,  on  a  quantity  of  piece  goods  exported  on 

two  sloops  from  Calcutta  to  Serampore,  urging  in  proof  of 
the  illegality  of  the  demand,  that  it  had  been  the  practice  to  permit  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  goods  from  Calcutta  to  the  Upper  Provinces  free  of  duty. 


13.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  this  representation  is  recorded 
on  our  proceedings  of  the  16th  July. 

14.  From  this  report  you  will  observe  that  under  the  last  arrangement  for 
the  collection  of  the  customs,  all  goods  sent  from  Calcutta  to  Serampore  or 
to  Chinsurah  were  considered  in  the  same  light  as  goods  sent  from  Calcutta 
into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  and  consequently  were  not  liable  to  any 
duty. 

15.  For  upwards  of  two  years  no  detrimental  effects  were  experienced 
from  this  rule.  It  having  subsequently  appeared,  however,  that  considerable 
quantities  of  goods  had  passed  to  Serampore,  the  Collector  of  the  Customs 
was  directed  to  make  a  report  every  three  months  of  the  goods  exported  to 
that  settlement. 


16.  From  the  Collector’s  reports  for  the  six  months  ending  with  April 
last,  it  appeared  that  the  value  of  the  goods  sent  from  Calcutta  to  Serampore 
was  estimated  at  sicca  rupees  17,30,402,  of  which  13,69,800  consisted  of  piece 
goods. 

17.  These  goods  being  put  on  board  of  foreign  ships  at  or  near 
Serampore  were  consequently  exported  free  of  duty ;  at  the  same  time 
that  goods  of  a  similar  description  exported  from  Calcutta  were  subject  to  the 
established  export  duties. 

18.  For  the  circumstances  which  have  occasioned  such  large  quantities 
of  goods  being  sent  to  Serampore,  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  16th  July. 

19.  This  practice  giving  a  decided  advantage  to  persons  exporting  goods 
from  Serampore,  and  tending  to  promote  the  trade  of  that  settlement  to  the 
detriment  of  the  trade  of  Calcutta,  at  the  same  time  that  it  subjected  the 
Company  to  the  loss  of  the  duties,  we  resolved  that  all  goods,  the  produce  of 
Bengal  or  of  the  Upper  Countries  which  might  be  exported  from  Calcutta  to 
any  of  the  foreign  settlements,  should  be  subject  to  duty  in  the  same  manner 
as  goods  exported  by  sea  direct  from  Calcutta. 
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6.  The  Board  of  Trade  submitted  to  us  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Salt 
Agent  at  Bulvva  and  Chittagong,  enclosing  a  representation 
from  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  one  of  the  Superintendents  employed 
under  that  agency,  with  a  surgeon’s  certificate  of  his  infirm 
state  of  health,  and  of  his  inability  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  station. 


Consn.  14th 
December. 


7.  In  consequence  of  the  very  favourable  testimony  contained  in  the 
Agent’s  letter,  both  as  to  Mr.  Wilson’s  services  and  character,  wc  agreed  to 
allow  him  a  pension  of  100  Rs.  per  month,  to  be  paid  from  the  Salt  Department. 


Opium 


8.  On  our  proceedings  of  die  14th  December  is  recorded  a  report  from 
the  Board  of  Trade  containing  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  opium  receivable 
from  the  Agents,  and  of  the  quantity  to  be  disposed  of  at  public  sale  in 
Calcutta. 

9.  We  ordered  1,700  chests  of  Behar  and  300  chests  of  Benares  opium  to 
be  disposed  of  at  the  first  sale,  on  the  terms  specified  in  the  advertisement 
recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  14th  instant. 

10.  This  sale  took  place  on  the  20th  and  21st  instant,  the  sales  amounted 
in  the  aggregate  to  sicca  Rs.  7,34,070,  on  average  sicca  Rs.  367  per  chest. 

11.  The  Board  of  Trade  observed  that  as  the  estimation,  in  which  the 
opium  provided  under  the  present  agency  may  be  held  in  the  Eastern  market, 
could  not  be  known,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  there  would  be  any  great 
increase  in  the  selling  prices  at  the  sales  of  the  first  year.  If  to  this  circums¬ 
tance  be  added  the  further  considerations  of  the  present  great  scarcity  of 
money,  of  the  high  rate  of  insurance  and  of  the  large  stock  of  opium  said  to 
be  remaining  unsold  to  the  eastward,  the  sale  must  be  considered  as  very 
favourable. 

12.  This  price  exceeds  that  of  the  most  productive  sales  in  the  last  year, 
the  Behar  opium  having  sold  higher  at  this  sale  by  sicca  Rs.  67  and  the  Benares 
by  sicca  Rs.  35  per  chest. 

13.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that  we  judged  it  advisable  not  to 
send  any  opium  to  Prince  of -Wales  Island  or  Bencoolen  on  the  public  account. 

14.  In  the  45th  and  subsequent  paragraphs  of  our  advices  of  the  30th  April 
1797  (Public  Department)  we  acquainted  you  that  Captain  Canning  had  insti¬ 
tuted  a  suit  against  the  Company  for  the  recovery  of  the  loss  which  he  stated 
to  have  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  opium  which  he 
purchased  at  your  sales  in  the  year  1789/90. 

vj/’i  From  the  report  of  your  attorney  (recorded  on  our  proceedings  of 
the  26th  November)  you  will  observe  that  Captain  Canning  has  been  nonsuited. 

16.  An  address  from  Messrs.  Perreau  and  Palling  on  the  subject  of  Captain 
Cannings  claim,  m  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature,  is  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  24th  December,  urging  that 
as  the  merits  of  theif  claim  had  not  been  investigated,  and  that  as  the  question 
was  apm  open  for  our  consideration,  that  we  would  order  an  investigation 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  afford  an  alleviation  to  their  hardships. 
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Average  prices  of  salt  and  opium — revision  of  Custom  House  establish¬ 
ment. 


To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Our  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dared  the  25th  of  December 
1798,  and  were  forwarded  in  duplicate  to  your  Hon'ble  Court  by  the  Berrington 
and  Duke  of  Montrose. 

2.  We  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  continuation  of  our 
proceedings  in  this  Department  from  the  31st  December  1798  to  the  29th 
August  1799,  together  with  the  annual  set  of  our  proceedings  for  the  year 
1798,  and  an  index  to  both. 


Salt 

3.  The  Government  of  Bombay  submitted  to  us  a  proposition  for  the 
annual  importation  into  Bengal  of  a  certain  quantity  of  Bombay  salt  which 

they  were  of  opinion  would  tend  materially  to  the  advantage 
October^  1798.  island,  and  the  promotion  of  its  commerce,  enclosing 

at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  a  proposal  from  a  merchant  at 
that  place  on  the  subject,  which  they  had  thought  proper  to  reject,  as  the 
prohibitory  orders  of  this  Government  were  too  positive  to  admit  of  any 
modification  in  favor  of  it. 

4.  We  entirely  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  Government  of  Bombay 
that  the  allowing  the  importation  of  salt  from  thence  would  be  productive 

Consn  4th  considerable  advantage  to  the  commerce  of  that  island, 

January,*  ^  accordingly  resolved  that  the  licence  which  we  had 

granted  to  ships  built  in  Bengal  to  import  salt  from  the 
coast  o*f  Coromandel,  should  be  extended  to  ships  built  upon  the  island  of 
Bombay,  expressly  stating  however  that  this  privilege  was  not  meant  to  be 
extended  to  ships  built  at  Damaun,  Surat,  or  any  other  places  to  the  west  of 
India  not  on  the  island  of  Bombay. 

5.  For^  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Government  of  Bombay  to  carry 
our  orders  into  effect  we  transmitted  to  them  a  draft  of  such  regulations  as 

Ditto,  appeared  to  us  to  be  proper  on  the  occasion,  observing 

that  they  were  nearly  similar  to  those  which  we  had  adopted 
respecting  ,  Bengal  built  ships. 

6.  The  Governor  General  [sic]  in  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  informed  us 
that  he  had  acceded  to  a  proposal  from  Messrs.  Roebuck,  Abbott  and  Co. 

Consn.  21st  delivery  of  six  lacs  of  maunds  of  salt  in  Bengal 

January.  season  1799  at  the  rate  of  twenty  pagodas  and  thirty 

fanams  per  hundred  maunds. 
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14.  In  the  6th  and  7th  paragraphs  of  our  letter  in  this  Department  of 
the  25th  December  last,  we  informed  your  Hon’ble  Court  that  at  tlie 

recommendation  of  our  Board  of  Trade  we  had  granted 
onsn.  St  Ju  y.  ^  pension  of  100  Rs.  a  month  to  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  one  of  the 
Superintendants  employed  under  the  Agent  at  Bulwa. 

15.  We  subsequently  were  advised  by  our  Board  of  Trade  that  Mr.  Wilson 

Consn.  8tli  shortly  after  the  above  indulgence  had  been  granted 

February.  unto  him. 

16.  From  the  statement  of  the  salt  sale  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of 
the  8th  and  which  took  place  on  the  1st  and  2nd  March  last,  your  Hon’ble 
Court  will  observe  that  six  lacks  of  maunds  of  salt  sold  for  sicca  rupees  eighteen 
lacks,  ninety  two  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  twenty  five,  ten  annas  and 
four  pies. 

17.  The  average  prices  of  the  sales  of  the  Bengal  salt  provided  at  the 
different  agencies,  and  also  the  Mahratta  and  other  descriptions  of  salt  were 
as  follows : 


Average  of  Bengal  salt 


Hidgellee 

Tumlook 

318-  0-4 
333-  3-2 

24  Purgunnahs  ... 

Roymungul 

Bullooah 

336-  2-1 
329-  4-7 
321-13-3 

Chittagong 

317-  0-0 

Average  of  Coast  etc.  salt 

Mahratta 

317-  1-3 

Kurkutch 

257-  0-0 

Coast 

271-  5-0 

Rock 

298-  0-0 

18.  On  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  is  recorded  an  abstract 
account  of  the  salt  sale  which  took  place  on  the  1st  and  2nd  May,  shewing 
Consn  6  May  lacks  of  maunds  sold  for  sicca  rupees  thirty  one 

lacks,  forty  five  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  ninety  two, 
five  annas  and  eight  pies. 


19.  The  average  prices  of  the  sales  of  the  Bengal  salt  provided  at  the 
different  agencies  and  also  the  Mahratta  and  other  descriptions  of  salt  were 
as  follows: 


Average  of  Bengal  salt 


Hidgellee 

Tumlook 

24  Purgunnahs 

Roymungul 

Bulwa 

Chittagong 


316-  7-1 
326-  1-0 
331-  7-8 
345-14-5 

308- 13-8 

309-  7-0 


506 


SEPARATE  LETTER  TO  COURT 


25.  The  difference  in  the  produce  of  the  Bengal  salt  in  the  two  years  is 
vizt, 

Manufactured  1203  ...  ...  Mds.  26,99,286 

Ditto  1204  ...  ...  „  29,80,920 


Difference  ...  ...  „  2,91,634  [52c] 

26.  Between  the  total  quantities  of  salt  sold  in  the  two  years,  die  differ¬ 
ence  has  not  been  quite  sixty  seven  thousand  maunds  in  favour  of  the  latter, 
but  the  proportion  of  foreign  salt,  always  by  far  the  least  productive  was  much 
the  largest  in  1797/8,  vizt. 

Foreign  salt  sold  in  1797/8  ...  Mds.  5,96,144 

Ditto  1798/9  ...  „  3,86,712 


Difference  ...  ...  „  2,09,432 


27.  The  average  selling  prices  of  the  salt  of  the  two  last  years  were  as 
follows : 


Bengal  salt  Foreign  salt 

P%  Md.  sicca  Rs.  P%  Mds.  sicca  Rs. 

1797/8  ...  314-14-10  ...  240-  7-  5 

1798/9  ...  330-15-  7  ...  302-  9-  8 


28.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon'ble  Court  to  our  proceedings  noted 
in  the  margin  for  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  and  disburse¬ 
ments  of  the  Salt  Department  from  the  1st  May  1799  to  the 
30th  April  1800,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  probable 
resource  expected  from  the  salt  of  the  year  1799/1800  is  sicca  Rs.  80,35,146. 


Consn.  20th 
August. 


29.  It  is  however  necessary  for  us  to  explain  that  the  excess  in  the  resource 
above  stated  on  a  comparison  with  that  estimated  for  1798/9  vizt.. 


Estimated  resources  in  1798/9  ...  sicca  Rs.  76,83,987 

Ditto  1799/1800  ...  „  80,35,146 


Excess  sicca  Rs.  3,51,159 


arises  from  a  proportion  of  the  produce  of  the  last  March  sale  amounting  to 
upwards  of  three  and  an  half  lacks  of  rupees,  which  we  estimated  would  have 
been  paid  before  the  30th  April,  and  have  formed  a  part  of  the  receipts  of 
1798/9.  But  not  having  been  realized  till  after  the  1st  of  May  the  receipts  of 
1799/1800  are  consequently  enhanced  by  that  sum;  had  the  payments  of  the 
March  sale  been  duly  made,  the  estimates  for  the  two  years  would  have  been 
nearly  the  same. 


20th 


30.  The  period  being  arrived  at  which  it  is  usual  to  apprize  the  Madras 
Government  of  the  quantity  of  Coast  salt  required  in  the 
ensuing  year,  we  requested  of  the  Right  Hon'ble  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  on  the  20th  of  August  last  to 
give  the  necessary  instructions  for  a  contract  to  be  entered  into  for  the  delivery 
of  six  lacks  of  maunds,  011  conditions  similar  to  those  of  the  present  contract, 


Consn. 

August, 
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had  been  brought  by  the  ships  arrived  from  Macao  and  the  eastward,  as 
well  as  to  our  having  grounds  for  thinking  that  intelligence  had  been  received 
mentioning  the  arrival  at  Penang  of  some  of  the  new  agency  opium,  which 
was  sold  at  the  first  sale,  and  that  it  had  been  approved  of  by  the  Malays. 

35.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  produce  etc.,  of  the  2nd  sale. 


When  sold 

Quality 

Chests 

Produce  in 

Average  per  die: 

sold 

sicca  Rs. 

sicca  Rs. 

February  18  th 

Behar 

1,750 

7,97,540 

455-11-9 

19th 

Benaress 

422 

1,99,559 

472-14-2 

Total  chests 

2,172 

9,97,099 

459-  I-l 

Amount  sale  as  above  ...  Rs.  9,97,099 

Do  of  old  and  confiscated  ...  sicca  Rs.  17,925 


Total  Rs.  10,15,024 


36.  We  have  thought  it  advisable  to  fix  the  provision  of  opium  for  the 
Consn,  17th  June,  ^^^uing  season  of  1799/1800  upon  the  same  scale  as  that 

of  last  year  vizt.,  five  thousand  chests. 

From  Behar  ...  ...  ...  chests  4,200 

Benaress  ...  ...  ...  800 

37.  As  the  Agents  have  been  instructed  to  calculate  their  advances  for 
the  above  provision  on  the  produce  of  rather  an  unfavourable  season,  the 
quantity  will  of  course  be  in  a  small  degree  exceeded,  should  the  season 
prove  favorable  for  the  poppy. 

38.  We  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet  copy  of  a  letter  and  sundry 

Consn.  11th  July.  from  our  Board  of  Trade,  containing  their  report 

upon  the  first  year  of  the  provision  of  opium  by  agency. 

39.  There  were  provided  in  that  year  4,476  chests  viz.,  3,733  from  the 
province  of  Behar  weighing  Mds.  7,861,  and  743  from  Benaress  containing 
Mds.  1,493,  of  which  one  hundred  chests  have  been  sent  to  London,  two 
delivered  to  the  Medical  Department,  and  two  reserved  for  musters  ;  the 
remaining  4,372  chests  have  given  a  profit  of  sicca  Rs.  9,83,514-3-10  including 
therein  the  gains  arising  from  some  old  opium  procured  by  the  Agent  at 
Benares  and  kept  separate,  and  upon  some  confiscated  opium. 

40.  Considering  the  disadvantages  under  which  this  opium  came  to  sale, 
the  total  loss  of  good  character  among  the  Malays  and  Chinese  of  opium  sold 
by  the  Company,  the  existence  of  a  French,  Spanish  and  Dutch  war  the 
high  mte  of  insurance,  and  the  general  depression  of  trade  in  India,  we  trust 
your  Honble  Court  will  deem  the  out-turn  not  unfavorable. 

41.  On  the  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  is  recorded  an  estimate  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account  of  opium  for  the  year  1799/1800 

Consn.  13th  shewing  a  difference  in  favor  of  the  receipts  of 
sicca  Rs.  12,19,322-12-7. 
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48.  We  approved  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  contained 
in  the  10th  paragraph  of  their  letter  respecting  manifests,  and  desired  them 
to  make  the  necessary  alteration  in  the  regulation  and  submit  it  for  our 
approval, 

49.  Having  taken  into  our  consideration  the  orders  of  your  Hon’ble  Court 
contained  in  the  second  and  subsequent  paragraphs  of  your  letter  of  the 
8th  August  1798  directing  that  the  duty  of  one  per  cent  levied  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  up  an  armed  force  for  the  protection  of  this  port  should  be  made 
perpetual,  and  carried  to  the  head  of  additional  duty  of  1  per  cent  for  the 
Bombay  Marine. 

50.  It  appeared  to  us  desirable,  for  the  sake  of  dispatch,  in  matters 
which  will  not  admit  of  delay  without  hazard  of  injury  to  individuals, 

Consn  17th  Tune  business  of  the  customs  should  be  simplified 

and  abridged  as  much  as  possible  consistently  with 
clearness  and  fairness  of  accounts. 


51.  We  accordingly  resolved  that,  instead  of  making  the  new  additional 
duty  of  1  per  cent  a  separate  assessment,  the  duty  upon  goods  and  merchandize 
subject  to  the  V^/i  per  cent  duty  should  be  raised  to  per  cent,  and  that 
at  the  end  of  each  year  2/7th  or  1  per  cent  of  the  amount  collected  should  be 
transferred  to  the  head  directed  to  be  opened  on  account  of  the  additional 
duty. 

52.  Upon  this  encrease  in  the  rate  of  the  customs,  it  appeared  to  us 
proper  that  the  Collector  should  draw^  commission  upon  the  whole  amount 
collected,  but  as  at  the  present  rate  of  5  per  cent  the  commission  would  be 
too  considerable,  we  resolved  that  the  rate  should  be  reduced  to  4  per  cent, 
the  Deputy  to  have,  as  we  have  already  advised  your  Hon’ble  Court  we  had 
agreed  upon,  3/10th[?]  part  of  the  amount. 


53.  As  the  encrease  in  the  rate  of  the  customs  will  not  subject  the 
Examiner  and  Appraiser  of  Piece-goods  to  any  additional  trouble,  we  were 
of  opinion  that  his  commission  upon  the  duty  on  piece  goods  should  be  com¬ 
puted  on  5/ 7th  of  the  amount  collected,  that  is  to  say,  upon  the  collection  at 
the  old  rate  of  l^/x  per  cent. 


54.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Hon’ble  Court  to  our  proceedings  noted 
in  the  margin  for  a  comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  ships  imported 
and  exported  at  Calcutta  from  the  1st  of  September  1797 
to  the  31st  of  March  1798,  and  from  the  1st  of  September 
1798  to  the  31st  March  1799  and  of  the  customs  realized 
in  the  same  periods,  and  are  glad  to  observe  that  the  great  increase  in  the 
collections  in  the  last  mentioned  period  amounting  to  sicca  Rs.  1,33,366  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  cause  stated  in  the  45th  paragraph  of  this  letter. 


Consn.  22nd 
April. 


55.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  thought  proper,  while  Mr.  H.  V.  Darell 
was  at  Benaress,  to  desire  him  to  revise  the  Custom  House  establishments,  they 
submitted  to  us  a  statement  prepared  by  him  shewing  also  the  present  estab¬ 
lishments,  and  as  they  conceived  those  proposed  by  him  had  been  judiciously 
formed,  and  recommended  their  being  authorized,  we  accordingly  gave  our 
consent  to  the  change. 
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August  1798,  the  net  collections  of  the  Calcutta  customs  have  exceeded  those 
of  the  preceding  year  in  the  sum  of  rupees  87,862-15-6,  which  we  attribute  to 
the  exertions  of  Mr.  Haldane  who  took  charge  only  in  September  1798. 

5.  The  net  collections  of  Manjee  have  fallen  short  of  those  of  last  year 
by  rupees  66,027-13-9.  This  deficiency  is  ascribed  enthely  to  the  decreased 
quantity  of  goods  which  have  passed  the  Custom  House. 

6.  The  collections  at  Benaress  are  also  less  than  those  of  last  year,  by 
Calcutta  sicca  Rs.  46,738-8-6,  and  we  imagine  that  the  defalcation  would  have 
been  greater,  but  for  the  vigilance  of  Mr.  Darell  while  he  was  in  charge 
of  the  station. 

7.  The  amount  of  the  1  per  cent  duty,  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
up  an  armed  force  for  the  protection  of  this  port,  has  produced  last  year,  vizt., 

On  imports  ...  ...  ...  •  Rs.  65,256-  8-9 

Exports  ...  ...  ...  „  1,34,256-  2-9 


199,512-11-6 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc., 

Fort  William,  (Signed)  Alured  Clarke  /  P.  Speke  / 

the  14th  September  1799.  W.  Cowper. 

(Original  per  Alligator. 

Duplicate  per  Earl  Howe. 

Triplicate  per  Princess  Charlotte. 

Quadruplicate  per  Rose.) 
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LETTER  DATED  25  FEBRUARY  1800 

Increase  in  the  selling  price  of  opium. 

T  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  -of  Directors  for  afEairs  of  the  Hon’ble  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  In  our  letter  of  the  17th  of  December  1799,  in  the  Political  Depart¬ 
ment,  dispatched  overland,  we  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court 
that  the  average  price  of  the  Company’s  opium  sold  on  the  i6th  of  that  month 
amounted  to  sicca  Rs.  781  per  chest  or  S7cca  Rs.  414  exceeding  the  average 
price  of  the  correspondent  sale  in  the  year  1798. 

2.  We  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  inform  your  Hon’ble  Court, 
by  this  dispatch,  that  the  average  price  of  the  second  and  last  sale,  which  took 
place  on  the  17th  instant,  amounted  to  sicca  Rs.  768-13  per  chest,  being  about 
12  Rs.  per  chest  under  the  average  of  the  sale  of  the  16th  December  1799,  and 
sicca  .  IRs.  309  above  the  average  price  of  the  correspondent  sale  in  the  year 
1799. 
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Mds. 

6,00,000 


Quantity  engaged  for 

Do  received 

3,27,61 1 

Do  arrived  in  the  river  but  not  landed  . . . 

2,00,910 

Do  not  yet  arrived,  but  the  certificates 

for  which  have  been  received 

43,290 

5,71,811 

Deficiency  in  the  cargoes  of  the  vessels 

cleared  out 

27,406 

5,99,217 


.  of  which  were  shipped  from  the  Northern 
Circars,  according  to  certificates  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Collectors  of  those 

districts  ;  ...  ...  ...  4,94,003 

From  the  southward  ...  ...  1,05,214 


Mds.  5,99,217 


3.  The  agents  for  the  contractors  having  represented  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  several  vessels  with  cargoes  of  salt  on  account  of  the  contract 
had  not  arrived,  though  dispatched  in  due  time,  the  Board  of  Trade 
were  authorized  to  receive  from  the  contractors  such  further  quan¬ 
tity  of  salt  as  would  complete  the  quantity  contracted  for,  including 
the  stipulated  surplus  of  5  per  cent,  provided  that  the  salt  imported 
for  that  purpose  should  be  proved  to  have  been  shipped  before  the 
20th  October  last. 


4.  The  Government  of  Fort  St.  Ge'crt-ge  informed  us  on  the  4th  December 
last  that  they  had  entered  into  a  contract  for  the  ensuing  season  with 
Messrs.  Roebuck  Abbott  &  Co.  for  six  lacs  of  maunds 
of  salt,  at  the  rate  of  nineteen  star  pagodas  per  hundred 
maunds,  payable  iti  money  at  thalt  Presidency. 


19tli  December. 


5.  From  the  statement  of  the  sales  of  salt  made  on  the  16th  and  17th 
September  last,  recorded  on  our  proceedings  of  the  24th  September,  your 
^  ,  HonTle  Court  will  observe  that  eight  lacs  of  maunds  sold 

“  ^  £qj.  Rs.  24,49,802-10-1.  The  average  prices  of  the 

sales  are  as  follows : 


Hidjellee 
Tumlook 
24  Pergunnahs 
Roymungul 
„  A  Bullooah 
Chittagong 


Bengal  salt 


Sicca  Rs.  323-11-  6 
327-  8-  5 
324-10-  7 
324:  6-  6 
291-7-10 
309-  l-[..] 
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LETTER  DATED  2  SEPTEMBER  1800 

Average  prices  of  salt — income  from  sale  of  opium. 


To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Hon’ble  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  had  the  honor  to  address  you  from  this  Department  on  the 
Ist  March  last,  by  the  Rose. 


Salt 

2.  From  the  statements  of  the  sales  of  salt  made  in  the  months  of  March, 


May  and  July  last,  and  recorded 

on  our  proceedings  noted 

I4tli  March  *  m  the  margin,  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that  25  lacks 

19th  June;  of  maunds  sold  for  sicca  Rs.  65,02,627-13-4. 

lOth  July.  prices  of  the  sales  were  as  follows : 

March  May 

The  average 

July 

Hidjelee 

284-  7-  0 

250-  9-  5 

264-  7-  0 

Tumlook 

290-  6-11 

260-10-  1 

275-  2-  2 

24  Pergunnahs 

310-11-  3 

259-15-  4 

270-12-  9 

Roymungul  ... 

309-10-  4 

272-  2-  8 

289-12-  3 

Bullooah 

257-  8-10 

232-10-  9 

245-15-  9 

Chittagong 

259-  6-  2 

253-12-  2 

256-13-  7 

Hidjelee  Mahratta 

262-14-  5 

232-  9-  7 

244-  1-  4 

Ditto  kerkutch 

207-14-  0 

208-  4-  0 

Coast  Madras  permit  Sulkey 

235-  8-11 

225-  4-  6 

241-12-11 

Ditto  imported  in  Company’s  ship 

236-  0-  0 

Bombay  ditto 

234-  0-  0 

. .  * .  . . 

Rock  salt 

229-  9-  6 

218-  6-  5 

215-  4-  6 

Seized  ditto  pungah  Sulkey 

318-  0-  0 

Ditto  Coast  ditto 

238-  0-  0 

... 

Ditto  pungah  Narraingunge 

283-  6-  3 

Total  average 

274-  2-  7 

248-12-  8 

263-  4-11 

3.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  from  this  statement  since  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  present  year  the  sales  of  salt  have  been  uncommonly 
unfavorable. 

4.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  has  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  real  causes  of  this  sudden  and  considerable  fall  of  the  price  of  salt  at 
the  public  sales,  notwithstanding  the  measures  which  he  has  taken  to  obtain 
the  fullest  information  upon  the  subject* 
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13.  In  Stating  the  great  success,  with  which  the  plan  of  providing  the 
opium  by  agency  has  been  attended,  the  Governor  General  in  Council  deems 

it  to  be  his  duty  to  notice  the  merits  of  Mr.  Fleming,  the 
Consn.  19th  June.  Qf  Drugs.  From  the  letter  from  the  Board  of 

Trade,  referred  to  in  the  margin,  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that  the 
knowledge,  industry  and  ability  of  Doctor  Fleming  have  been  eminently  useful 
in  the  restoration  of  this  important  branch  of  the  public  revenue,  and  His 
Lordship  in  Council  trusts  that  the  exertions  of  that  meritorious  public  servant 
on  this  occasion  will  meet  with  the  favorable  consideration  of  your  Hon’ble 
Court. 

14.  We  have  fixed  the  provision  of  opium  for  the  ensuing  season  of  1800/1 
Consn.  5th  June,  at  5,000  chests,  the,  quantity  provided  last  year. 

15.  We  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet,  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  on  account  of  the  opium  of  the  season  of  1800/1,  in  which  the 
profit  expected  to  be  derived  from  the  opium  of  that  year  is  estimated  at 
sicca  Rs.  24,86,030-13-3. 


Customs 

16.  On  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  is  recorded  the  report  of 

^  in,.  T  ,  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  customs  collected  in  1799/1800. 

Consn.  17th  July.  i  -r-  *• 

and  It  affords  us  much  satisfaction  to  have  it  in  our  power 

to  state  that  the  increase  in  the  net  collections  of  that  year  amounts  to  the 

sum  of  sicca  Rs.  3,31,403-3-7  compared  with  the  amount  of  the  collections  for 

the  past  year. 

17.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  itself  for  the  detail  of  the  causes 
to  which  the  increase  in  the  customs  at  Calcutta  are  attributed. 

18.  The  vigilance  and  activity  manifested  by  Mr.  Haldane^  and  by  the 
Deputy  Custom  Master,  Mr.  Twining,  in  the  management  of  the  customs  of 
Calcutta  were  particularly  recommended  to  the  favourable  notice  of  your 
Hon’ble  Court  in  the  letter  from  the  Governor  General  in  Council  dated  1st 
March  last ;  and  the  Governor  General  in  Council  trusts  that  under  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  same  active  and  zealous  attention  in  this  Department  and  under 
a  liberal  system  of  due  encouragement  to  the  increased  and  growing  trade  of 
this  port  the  customs  of  Calcutta  will  become  an  increasing  source  of  public 
revenue. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Hon’ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 

Fort  William,  (Signed)  Wellesley  /  Alured  Clarke  /  Peter 

the  2nd  September  1800.  Speke  /  W.  Cowper. 

(Original  per  Princess  Mary, 

Duplicate  per  Anna) 
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LETTER  DATED  11  fANUARY  1796 

New  Act  of  Parliament  for  regulating  the  police  in  Calcutta  and  appoint¬ 
ing  Justices  of  the  Peace — litigation  with  Mr.  Keighly, 

To  the  Hon’ble  Court  of  Directors. 

Answer  to  the  Hon^ble  Court's  Separate  letter  in  the  Law  Department, 
dated  8  July  1795,  received  per  B.ellona 


(1)  Repeat  the  approbation  con-" 
tained  in  the  Court’s  letter  of  the  18th 
June  1794  relative  to  keeping  a  sepa¬ 
rate  sett  of  proceedings  for  subjects 
of  a  legal  tendency. 

(2)  Adverting  to  paragraphs  that 
require  no  reply. 

(3)  Approvihg  our  proceedings  in 
consequence  of  the  new  Act  of  Par-  ^ 
liament  for  regulating  the  police  of 
the  town  of  Calcutta  and  appointing 
Justices  of  the  Peace. 

(4)  The  important  concerns  which 
have  and  still  continue  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  King’s  ministers  by 
reason  of  the  war  must  unavoidably 
for  a  time  delay  the  consideration  of 
a  new  charter  of  justice. 

(5)  Recommending  it  to  us  to  con¬ 
sider  the  legality  of  allowing  a  com¬ 
mission  of  10  per  cent  on  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  taxes  for  watching,  repairing 
and  cleansing  the  streets,  on  which 
subject,  the  Court  postpone  giving  a 
decisive  opinion. 


1.  Need  no  reply. 


2.  We  shall  duly  attend  to  the 
orders  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  in  this 
paragraph  which  we  have  hitherto 
been  prevented  considering  by  the 
urgency  of  more  material  business. 
In  the  meantime,  we  can  inform  you 
that  the  question  of  the  legality  of 
the  commission  was  fully  considered 
by  us  at  the  time  when  it  was  fixed 
and  that  no  doubts  have  ever  been 
entertained  upon  it  here. 
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LETTER  DATED  20  MAY  1796 

Inefficiency  in  the  administration  of  justice  at  Tellicherry. 
To  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 


2. 

that  a 

Consn. 

April. 


nth 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  Out  last  advices  in  this  Department  were  dated  the  11th  January. 
We  have  lately  received  information  from  the  Bombay  Government, 
Christian  inhabitant  of  Tellicherry  having  been  tried,  convinced 
and  sentenced  for  murder,  some  of  the  Portuguese  Chris¬ 
tians  of  that  district  disputed  the  jurisdiction  of  the  crimi¬ 
nal  court  of  the  Northern  Division  of  Malabar  over  them, 
in  consequence  of  which  Government  were  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  up 
to  the  Presidency  the  criminal  to  stand  his  trial  at  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

3.  This  occurrence  induces  us  to  call  to  the  attention  of  your  Hon’ble 
Court  the  inefficient  state  in  which  the  administration  of  justice  remains  in 
the  ancient  limits  of  Tellicherry  and  m  recommend  that  measures  may  be 
taken  for  adopting  such  amendment  as  may  tend  to  obviate  the  present  evil. 
All  the  papers  of  reference  on  this  subject,  which  have  been  transmitted  to 
us,  will  be  found  transcribed  in  our  Daw  Proceedings  of  the  11th  of  April 
sent  by  the  present  conveyance. 

4.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Charles  Rothman,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Consn.  14th  Peace  for  the  town  of  Calcutta  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Harding 

March.  deceased. 

5.  We  are  much  concerned  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Sir  James 
Watson,^  one  of  His  Majesty’s  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 


Fort  William,  We  are  etc. 

20th  May  1796. 

(1st  copies  per  Berrington  and  Henry  Diindas.) 
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LETTER  DATED  9  JANUARY  1797 

Two  American  vessels  refused  porp  clearance — no  person  arriving  from 
Europe  with  permission  to  reside  for  a  limited  time  and  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose  to  enter  into  covenants, 

. .  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

I.  Our  last  adivces  in  this  Department  were  under  date  the  20th  May 

last. 
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Answer  to  the  letter  under  date  the  5th  August  1796. 


(1)  Date  of  last  advices. 

(2)  Shall  cause  the  opinion  of  the 
King’s  Advocate  to  be  taken  on  the 
subject  of  Natal. 


(3)  Shall  defer  giving  their  opinion 
on  Mr.  Galley’s  refusal  to  act  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Bombay,  till 
they  hear  from  that  Presidency. 

(4)  Shall  give  their  opinion  on  the 
ahkarey  tax,  when  the  information  re¬ 
quired  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  is 
received. 


(5)  Entertain  doubts  of  the  legality 
of  the  compensation  allowed  on  the 
collections  of  the  town  of  Calcutta. 


(6)  Adverting  to  a  paragraph 
which  requires  no  reply. 

(7)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which 
has  already  been  replied  to. 

(8)  Have  not  been  informed  of  the 
judges’  opinion  on  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  at 
Madras  in  the  absence  of  the 
Governor. 

(9)  Approve  of  our  determination 
that  suits  against  Justices  of  the  Peace 
are  not  to  be  defended  by  the 
Company. 

(10)  Noticing  a  paragraph  which  > 
requires  no  reply. 


3.  Requires  no  reply. 

4.  In  our  letter  of  the  9th  January 
1797  paragraph  23rd  we  informed  your 
Hon’ble  Court,  that,  on  the  grounds 
stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  Advocate 
General,  we  had  determined  to  refuse 
payment  of  the  bills  for  the  Natal 
ransom. 

5.  Requires  no  reply. 


6.  The  reports  made  by  the 
several  collectors  are  recorded  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Revenue 
of  the  10th  November  1795.  It 
appears  from  these  reports  that  the 
persons  who  made  it  their  occupation 
to  distil  or  to  vend  intoxicating  drugs, 
were  assessed  by  the  aumils,  zemin' 
dars  or  landholders  in  the  country, 
and  by  the  darogahs  in  the  cities 
although  the  amount  realized  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  considerable. 

7.  In  the  2nd  paragraph  of  our 
letter  of  the  11th  of  January  1796,  we 
acquainted  you  that  we  had  fully  con¬ 
sidered  the  question  of  the  legality  of 
the  commission,  nor  have  we  since 
had  any  reason  to  alter  that  opinion. 

8.  Require  no  reply. 

9.  We  send  by  this  conveyance 
the  opinion  of  the  judges  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  which  this  paragraph  alludes. 
Copy  of  this  opinion  was  forwarded  on 
it’s  receipt  to  Fort  St.  George. 


10.  Require  no  reply. 


526 


LAW  LL'mR  to  COURT 


were  empowered  to  remove  the  incon* 
venience  complained  of. 


17.  The  Advocate  in  reply  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  the  Justices  did 
not  derive,  from 
*  the  Statute  of  the 

33rd  or  His  present 
Majesty  under  which  they  were  ap¬ 
pointed,  ‘'any  powers  or  authorities 
adequate  to  the  purpose  of  preventing 
or  remedying  the  mischiefs  arising 
from  the  erection  of  habitations  in 
Calcutta,  thatched  with  straw,  and 
constructed  of  mats  and  other  com¬ 
bustible  materials.  But  that  part  of 
the  bye  law  mentioned  by  the  Justices 
in  their  letter  which  prohibits  the 
erection  of  such  habitations  and  gives 
certain  powers  therein  specified  for 
pulling  down  all  such  habitations  or 
coverings  of  habitations  as  it  prohibits, 
still  remains  in  force”. 


18.  A  very  considerable  proportion 
of  the  lower  classes  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Calcutta,  who  cannot  afford  to  build 
brick  houses,  live  in  matted  buildings 
covered  with  thatch,  preferring  this 
mode  of  covering  their  habitations  to 
tiles,  not  only  from  its  cheapness  but 
from  its  affording  a  better  defence 
against  the  excessive  heat,  and  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  in  the  rainy 
season.  To  prohibit,  therefore,  the 
use  of  matts,  or  thatch  would  be  felt 
more  by  these  classes  of  natives  than 
the  losses  which  they  at  present  sus¬ 
tain  from  fire,  and  would  probably 
occasion  a  great  number  of  them  to 
abandon  the  town  altogether.  We, 
therefore,  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
take  any  further  steps,  in  consequence 
of  the  letter  from  the  Advocate 
General. 


19.  The  dwelling  houses  and  ware¬ 
houses  of  Europeans,  and  natives  of 
opulence  are  less  exposed  to  the  acci¬ 
dents  of  fire,  being  in  general  cons¬ 
tructed  of  brick. 
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28.  As  we  considered  ourselves  precluded  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  from 
ordering  the  payment  of  Mr.  Royds’s  salary  from  any  other  date  Than  that 
on  which  he  took  his  seat,  we  acquainted  him  that  we  could  only  notice  the 
subject  of  his  application  to  your  Hon’ble  Court. 

29.  In  the  24th  paragraph  of  your  Hon’ble  Court’s  letter  in  the  Public 
Department  under  date  7th  May  1797,  you  express  your  concern  at  the  impro¬ 
bability  of  receiving  the  amount  of  Mr.  Cotton’s  China  remittance,  and  desire 
to  know  the  result  of  the  application  of.  the  Company’s  attorney  to  Mr.  Collie, 
one  of  the  securities. 

30.  Your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that,  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  ' 
Mr.  Collie  in  answer  to  the  attorney’s  demand,  recorded  on  our  proceedings 
of  the  7th  November  1796,  we  allowed  Mr,  Collie  time  for  the  adjustment  of 
his  affairs,  to  enable  him  to  make  good  the  amount  due  from  him  on  this 
account.;  but  as.IVIr.  Collie  did  not  again  address  us  on  the  subject,  according 
,to  his  promise,  although  a  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  to  have  enabled  him  to 
put  his  affairs  in  a  proper  train  of  settlement,  we  ordered  the  attorney  again 
to  .call  upon  Mr.  Collie  to  state,  without  further  delay,  in  what  manner  he  pro¬ 
posed  to  liquidate  the  amount  due  from  him. 

31.  We  shall  hereafter  inform  you  of  the  result  of  our  attorney’s  appli¬ 
cation. 

32.  Mr.  Cock,  the  other  security,  of  whose  insolvency  we  apprized  your 
Hon’ble  Court  in  our  dispatches  of  the  2nd  November  1795,  is  since  dead. 

,  33..  In  compliance  with  the  orders  contained  in  your  Hon’ble  Court’s 
Public  letter  under  date  the  11th  December  1793,  we  have  the  honor  to  trans¬ 
mit  the  most  accurate  list  we  have  been  able  to  procure  of  the  European  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Calcutta  and  it’s  environs. 

34.  We  have  likewise  the  honor  to  forward  to  you,  by  the  present  dispatch, 
one  set  of  the  covenants  of  such  Europeans  as  have  hitherto  executed  them, 
together  with  the  bonds  of  those  who  have  given  security  in  India,  and  the 
letters  of  those  who  have  named  persons  in  England  to  their  securities  there. 
Duphcates  of  these  several  papers  remain  deposited  with  our  Secretary,  and 
will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  a  subsequent  conveyance  if  necessary. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

Fort  William, 

the  28th  February,  179,8. 

(Original  per  Phoenix. 

Duplicate  per  Hawke. 

Triplicate  per  Euridice. 

Quadruplicate  per  Atlantic.) 
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8.  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Sir  Henry  Russell,  one  of  His 
„  ^  Maiestv’s  puisne  iudees  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 

in  Bengal,  arrived  here  on  the  28th  May  and  that  Sir  John 
Anstruther,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  arrived  here 

Consn.  16th  on  the  5th  August. 

August. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

Fort  Wilham, 

the  29th  September  1798. 

(2nd  copy  per  Euridice. 

1  „  per  Atlantic.) 
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Revision  of  the  establishment  of  the  Supreme  Court. 


the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 


Consn.  24th 
December. 


1.  Out  last  advices  in  this  Department  vi^ere  dated  the  29th  September, 
and  were  forwarded  by  the  Atlantic. 

2.  The  Right  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General  laid  before  us  a  letter  from 
Sir  John  Anstruther,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at  Foit 

William,  addressed  to  His  Lordship  in  Council,  together 
with  the  report  on  the  establishments  of  the  Supreme  Court 
made  to  His  Lordship  in  Council  by  the  judges  of  that 
court,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  37th  year  of  the  reign 
of  His  present  Majesty. 

3.  From  a  reference  to  the  report,  and  to  the  statement  annexed  to  it, 
your  Hon’ble  Court  will  observe  that  the  salaries  and  the  allowances  annexed 
to  offices,  proposed  by  the  judges  to  be  immediately  or  eventually  abolished, 
amount  to  sicca  Rs.  78,434-7. 


4.  We  took  an  early  opportunity  of  expressing  our  entire  concurrence  in 
the  principles  on  which  the  revision  of  the  establishment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  been  conducted  by  the  judges  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  Act. 
We  accordingly  confirmed  the  abolition  of  the  several  offices  and  salaries  pro¬ 
posed  to  be  immediately  or  eventually  abolished,  and  also  the  establishment 
of  salaries  and  allowances  recommended  by  the  judges  to  be  annexed  to  the 
several  offices  proposed  to  be  continued,  subject  (according  to  the  provision  of 
the  Act)  to  the  orders  of  your  Flon’ble  Court. 

5.  We  acquainted  the  judges  that  we  should  be  ready  to  consider  any 
cases  of  individual  hardship  which  might  arise  under  the  proposed  reductions, 
whenever  the  parties  concerned  might  think  fit  to  apply  to  us  for  that  purpose. 
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Remuneration  to  Mr.  Burroughsj  Advocate  General. 
j?  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors. 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet  a  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Governor  General  in  Council  by  Mr.  Burroughs,  the 
Advocate  General  and  also  a  copy  of  a  minute  of  the  Governor  General  on 
the  subject  of  Mr.  Burroughs’s  application. 

2.  The  circumstances  under  which  the  Advocate  General  has  held  his 
office,  are  amply  detailed  in  his  letter  ;  and  after  having  discharged,  for  nearly 
nine  years,  the  laborious  and  important  duties  of  his  office,  with  equal  repu¬ 
tation  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  interests  of  the  Company,  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  is  confident  that  the  claims  of  Mr.  Burroughs  will  receive 
from  the  justice  and  liberality  of  your  Hon’ble  Court  every  attention  which 
his  long,  zealous  and  able  services  entitle  him  to  expect. 

3.  In  forming  a  judgment  on  the  justice  of  Mr.  Burroughs’s  application, 
it  became  a  primary  question  to  determine  whether  the  salary  annexed  to  the 
office  of  the  Advocate  General  was  adequate  to  the  duties,  responsibility  and 
importance  of  his  situation. 


4.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  entirely  concurred  in  the  opinions 
entertained  by  the  late  and  the  preceding  Government  that  the  salary  was 
altogether  inadequate,  considered  with  reference  either  to  the  duties  of  the 
office  or  to  the  principles  on  which  the  salaries  of  the  other  officers  on  this 
estabhshment  have  been  so  wisely  regulated. 

5.  The  recommendation  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  contained 
in  his  letter  of  the  9th  January  1789  in  favor  of  the  late  Advocate  General, 
Mr.  Davies,  was  founded  on  this  consideration,  and  as  the  duties  of  the  office, 
from  the  circumstances  stated  by  Mr,  Burroughs,  were  then  considerably  less 
laborious,  complicated  and  important  than  they  have  been  throughout  the 
whole  period  during  which_  Mr.  Burroughs  has  held  the  appointment,  the 

overnor  General  in  Council  cannot  doubt  that  Mr.  Burroughs  would  have 
obtained  an  augmentation  of  his  salary  at  a  much  earlier  period,  if  he  had 
made  a  representation  on  the  subject.  The  motives  which  induced  Mr. 
Burroughs  to  defer  his  present  representation  are  stated  in  his  letter  ;  and  wc 
are  persuaded  that  your  Hon’ble  Court  will  consider  them  to  be  highly  credi¬ 
table  to  him,  and  that  instead  of  diminishing,  they  will  appear  to  you  to 
increase  his  claims  to  your  consideration. 


6.  From  the  concurrent  opinions  of  your  several  governments,  with  res¬ 
pect  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  salary  of  the  office,  even  when  held  by  the  pre- 

nf  ^  augmentation  of  the  duties 

f  the  office  since  Mr,  Burroughs  has  been  appointed  to  it,  it  appeared  to  the 
Governor  General  m  Council  to  be  an  act  of  indispensable  justice  to 
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13.  You  will  receive  a  number  in  the  packet  a  letter  from  the  attorney  to 
the  Hon’ble  Company,  with  the  appeal  in  the  action  brought  by  the  Hon’ble 
Company  against  Mr.  Michael  George  Prendergrast,  adverted  to  in  the  57th 
paragraph  of  our  letter  to  your  Hon’ble  Court  of  the  27th  of  February  last, 
in  the  Military  Department. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

Fort  William,  (Signed)  Wellesley  /  Alured  Clarke  /  Peter  Speke  / 

the  2nd  September  1800.  W.  Cowper. 

(Original  per  Princess  Mary. 

Duplicate  per  Anna.) 
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who  also  communicated  ^'the  recommendation  of  Nabob  Nasirul  Mulk  to 
assign  the  pension  of  the  deceased  to  his  son  Mir  Ali  Naqi”. 

3.  Morad-ul-Dowlah  (p.  32) — Muradu’d-Daulah,  Governor  of  Dacca, 
died  on  2  March  1795,  and  the  event  was  reported  by  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Nizamat  Stipends  on  22  April  1795.  The  wife  and  the  daughter  of  the 
deceased  prayed  that  the  pension  of  Muradu’d-Daulah  might  be  continued 
to  his  son  Shamsher  Ali  Khan. 

4.  Pension  ...  to  the  late  Mlrza  Budhun  (p.  32) — Nusrat  Jang, 
Nawab  of  Dacca,  forwarded  an  application  from  Mirza  Asadu’d-Daulah,  the 
husband  of  the  niece  of  Mirza  Buddhan,  with  his  recommendation  “that 
the  pension  of  the  deceased  may  be  conferred  on  him”. 

5.  Lieut.  Hayes’s  Survey  (p.  37) — Lieut.  Hayes  was  a  midshipman  of 
the  Bombay  and  the  Intrepid  in  1782-3.  He  went  in  1793-4  “on  a  voyage  of 
discovery”  and  “explored  Van  Dieman’s  land,  on  the  Derwent  river,  the 
South-West  sides  of  New  Caledonia,  South-East  and  North  coasts  of  New 
Guinea,  the  Molucca  Islands,  Timor,  the  whole  North  and  South-East  face 
of  Java,  from  Cape  Sandano  westward,  having  passed  through  the  Straits  of 
Madura  and  presented  the  first  instance  of  the  progress  of  a  British  ship 
through  that  intricate  channel”.  {The  Bengal  Obituary,  pp.  396-97.) 

No.  9 —  22  March  1797. 

1.  Differences  of  opinion  .  .  .  between  our  Governments  of  Bengal 
and  Madras  (p.  41) — It  was  over  the  question  of  the  debts  of  the  Nawab 
of  Arcot  that  Sir  John  Shore  and  Lord  Hobart,  Governor  of  Madras,  had  a 
difference  of  opinion.  Lord  Hobart  planned  to  annex  Tinncvclly  in  lieu  of 
the  dues  of  the  Company  from  Nawab  Umdatu1-Umara,  which  the  latter 
had  inherited  from  his  father.  The  Nawab  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Government.  Shore  wrote  to  Henry  Dundas  on  12  January  1796  that 
Hobart’s  conduct  was  “most  unjustifiably  violent,  and  indefenciblc  upon  any 
principle”.  Hobart,  on  the  other  hand,  in  his  letter  to  Henry  Dundas  on 
15  December  1796,  referred  to  “the  diabolical  libels  contained  in  the  Governor- 
GeneraFs  letters”  respecting  his  conduct  “with  regard  to  the  Nabob,  and  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore”.  The  matter  was  ultimately  placed  before  the  Court  of 
Directors  and  it  was  decided  to  recall  Hobart. 

In  Tanjore,  Hobart’s  treatment  of  Sarfoji,  the  adopted  son  of  Tulaji 
(who  died  in  1786),  also  evoked  protests  from  Shore.  On  the  plea  that  his 
territory  was  badly  administered  Hobart  “persuaded”  the  Raja  to  surrender 
it  to  the  Company.  Shore  considered  that  the  Raja  had  been  intimidated 
to  sign  the  agreement.  He  wrote  to  Dundas  in  July  1796  that  as  “the  Rajah 
had  been  compelled  to  sign  the  Treaty,  or,  in  plain  words,  dragooned  into 
it,  we  had  no  option  but  to  annul  it”.  Matters  were  not  straightened  up 
till  the  arrival  of  Lord  Wellesley  who  took  over  the  administration  of  the 
territory  of  the  Raja  and  granted  an  allowance  to  him.  (Furber,  The  Private 
Record  of  an  Indian  Governor -Generalship,  pp.  86,  102  and  191.) 

2.  Army  arraiigetnents  which  we  had  adopted  after  much  deliberation 
(p.  42)— This  refers  to  the  Army  Regulations  introduced  by  the  Court  of 
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he  also  edited  the  Natural  History  of  Aleppo  and  wrote  a  preface  to 
Roxburgh’s  Plants  of  the  Coromandel  Coast.  He  died  on  2  July  1805. 
(Buckland,  Dictionary  of  Indian  Biography,  p.  369.) 

No.  11—9  May  1797. 

1.  Captain  Thomas  Qayton  (p.  48)— He  took  his  seat  in  the  Council 
at  Fort  Marlborough  in  July  1796. 

2.  The  Company’s  Historiographer  (p.  65) — In  1793,  Henry  Dundas, 
the  President  of  the  India  Board,  pressed  the  Company  to  have  a  regular 
Historiographer  and  appointed  his  protege  John  Bruce  to  that  post.  The 
Directors  were  not  in  favour  of  this  appointment  as  in  Robert  Orme  they 
already  had  such  an  officer.  Dundas,  however,  persisted,  and  as  a  compro¬ 
mise  Orme  was  officially  designated  Historiographer,  while  Bruce  was  pro¬ 
mised  the  reversion  of  the  post  and  was  given  £100  a  year  in  the  meantime. 
Orme’s  death  in  1801  left  the  office  vacant,  and  Bruce  was  thereupon  allowed 
rooms  at  the  India  House  and  provided  with  clerical  assistance  for  the  com¬ 
pilation  of  his  Annals  of  the  East  India  Company,  1600-1708,  published  in 
1810.  (Foster,  A  Guide  to  the  India  Office  Records,  1600-1838,  Introduction, 
pp.  iv"V.) 

No.  13 — 18  October  1797. 

1.  Captain  Michael  Symes  in  his  deputation  to  the  Court  of  Ava 
(p.  69) — In  1795  Capt.  Symes  went  as  head  of  an  embassy  to  the  Court  of 
Ava.  The  two  other  members  of  the  embassy  were  Thomas  Wood  the 
Surveyor  and  Buchanan  who  accompanied  as  Medical  Officer.  In  1802  Symes 
(then  Lt.-Col.)  was*appointed  ambassador  to  the  Court  of  Ava. 

No.  16—25  May  1798. 

1.  Discussion  (p.  78) — ^In  one  of  the  copies  the  word  is  “decision”. 

2.  Vendue  (p.  86) — A  public  sale,  an  auction,  from  Fr.  vendre,  to  sell. 
The  Company’s  Vendue  Master  had  “the  superintendence  and  management 
of  all  sales  at  the  Presidency”.  (Seton-Karr,  Selections  from  Calcutta 
Gazettes,  voL  II,  p.  99.) 

3.  Revd.  Mr.  Hussey  (p.  87)— Rev.  John  Hussey,  son  of  Thomas 
Hussey,  was  formerly  chaplain  at  the  Aleppo  Factory,  He  arrived  in  India 
in  March  1799  and  was  posted  at  Fatehgarh.  He  died  in  October  1799. 
(Hyde :  Parochial  Annals  of  Bengal,  p.  260.) 

4.  Mr.  Qeveland  (p.  97) — When  the  East  India  Company  assumed 
the  Diwani  of  Bengal  (1765),  Bhagalpur  District  formed  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Muhammadan  sarkar  of  Monghyr.  In  1780,  Augustus  Cleveland,  at  that 
time  Collector  of  the  district,  in  conjunction  with  Captain  James  Brown 
of  Rajmahal,  “without  bloodshed  or  terrors  of  authority,  employing  only 
the  means  of  conciliation,  confidence  and  benevolence,  attempted  and  ac¬ 
complished  the  entire  subjection  of  the  lawless  and  savage  inhabitants  of 
the  jungle-territory  of  Rajmahal,  who  had  long  infested  the  neighbouring 
lands  by  their  predatory  incursions,  inspired  them  with  a  taste  for  the  arts 
of  civilized  life,  and  attached  them  to  the  British  Government  by  a  conquest 
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also  refers  to  the  intelligence  of  Lar kins’s  death  brought  by  the  Cornwallis 
in  September  1800 — “my  old  school-fellow  and  client,  Mr.  William  Larkins, 
who  lived  but  a  short  time  to  enjoy  himself  in  his  native  country  amongst 
his  family  after  his  return  from  Bengal”.  (Spencer,  Memoirs  of  William 
Hickey,  vol.  IV,  pp.  57  and  239.) 

3-  Sir  G.  K.  Eiphinstooe  (p.  220)— Comm ander-in-Chicf  of  Indian 
Squadron  in  1795. 

No.  3 — 7  March  1796. 

1.  Doctor  Roxburgh  (p.  225) — Dr.  William  Roxburgh,  known  as  the 
father  of  Indian  Botany,  was  Superintendent  of  the  Botanical  Gardens  near 
Calcutta  from  1793  to  1813.  His  works  include  Flora  Indica  and  a  catalogue 
of  plants  in  the  Botanical  Gardens. 

2.  Establishment  of  an  hospital  for  natives  at  Calcutta  (p.  227) — A 
scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  “for  the  relief  of  natives  suffering 
from  accidents  and  sickness”  was  made  by  Dr.  Robert  Wilson.  On  1  May 
1792,  at  a  meeting  of  the  “principal  inhabitants  of  Calcutta”  it  was  resolved 
that  “an  Hospital  be  established  for  the  relief  of  Natives  requiring  the 
professional  assistance  of  a  Surgeon”,  that  the  “management  of  the  Hospital 
be  vested  in  an  equal  number  of  European  and  Native  Governors”,  and  that 
a  “committee  be  appointed  to  procure  and  receive  subscriptions  for  the 
support  of  the  institution,  and  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  management  thereof.” 
In  one  year’s  time  about  fifty-four  thousand  rupees  were  subscribed.  Lord 
Cornwallis  contributed  three  thousand  rupees,  meznbers  of  his  Council  one 
thousand  and  five  hundred  each,  and  Ganganarayan  Das  and  Kissen  Kanta 
Sen  each  paid  five  hundred.  The  Government  granted  a  monthly  allowance 
of  six  hundred  rupees,  “besides  authorising  the  hospital  to  be  supplied  with 
medicines  from  the  Company’s  dispensary”. 

The  hospital  was  opened  in  September  1794,  in  a  rented  house  on  the 
Chitpur  Road,  but  subsequently  premises  were  purchased  on  Dharamtala 
Street.  There  were  separate  wards  for  Hindus  and  Muhammadans,  and 
accommodation  was  provided  for  the  surgeon,  subordinate  officers  and 
servants  of  the  hospital. 

In  1871,  it  was  proposed  to  remove  the  hospital  “to  a  more  salubrious 
situation  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  above  the  mint”,  and  three  years  later 
the  existing  building  on  the  Strand  Road  was  opened  by  Lord  Northbrook 
and  named  the  Mayo  Hospital. 

A  Bengali  newspaper  gives  the  number  of  persons  treated  in  the  hospital 
as  follows:  1794—247;  1795—420;  1796—495;  1797— 616;  1798—673; 

^  1799 — 825 ;  1800 — 1024.  (Seton-Karr,  Selections  from  Calcutta  Gazettes, 
vol.  II,  pp.  542-43  ;  Lushington,  The  History,  Design  and  Present  State  of 
the  Religious,  Benevolent  and  Charitable  Institutions  founded  by  the  British 
in  Calcutta,  pp.  294-96;  Cotton,  Calcutta,  Old  and  New,  pp.  960-61; 
Bandyopadhyaya,  Sanhadpatre  Sekaler  Katha,  vol.  I,  p.  212.) 

3-  Mobaruck-Ul-Dowlah  (p.  227) — Mubaraku’d-Daulah,  son  of  Mir 
Jafar  and  Bubbu  Begam,  succeeded  his  brother  Saifu’d-Daulah  as  Nawab  of 
Bengal  in  1770  and  died  in  1793.  He  received  a  pension  of  sixteen  lakhs  of 
rupees. 
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9.  Doctor  Balfour’s  treatise  on  sol-Ionar  influence  (p.  233)— Published 
in  the  Asiatic  Researches,  voL  VIII.  Dr.  Francis  Balfour  was  a  friend  of 
Warren  Hastings  and  a  writer  on  oriental  and  medical  subjects. 

10.  Mr.  Henry  Colebrooke  .  .  .  has  undertaken  to  translate  the 
Hindoo  Code  (p.  233) — Henry  Thomas  Colebrooke,  celebrated  oriental 
scholar,  was  stationed  at  Mirzapore  in  1795.  He  was  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at,  Calcutta  in  1801.  In  1805,  he  was  Chief  Justice,  and  Honorary 
Professor  of  Sanskrit  and  Hindu  Law  in  the  College  of  Fort  William.  Later 
on  he  became  Member  of  the  Supreme  Council  and  the  Board  of  Revenue. 
He  was  President  of  the  Asiatic  Society  from  1807  to  1814. 

Colebrooke  refers  to  the  translation  of  the  Hindu  Code  in  a  letter  written  ' 
in  October  1794:  'The  laborious  undertaking  to  which  I  allude  is  a  transla¬ 
tion  from  the  original  Sanskrit  of  a  copious  digest  of  Hindu  Law  which 
was  compiled  under  the  direction  of  Sir  W.-  Jones.  Unfortunately  for  the 
public  he  did  not  live  to  finish  it.  Knowing  that  few  possess  the  language 
and  therefore  judging  it  might  be  difficult  to  find  a  person  to  complete  the 
work,  I  offered  my  services.” 

Another  letter,  dated  3  January  1797,  alludes  to  the  completion  of  the 
work:  “The  task  of  translating  the  digest  of  Indian  law  on  which  I  have 
been  so  long  employed  is  now  completed  ;  last  week  I  sent  it  to  the  Governor- 
General.  I  shall  probably  visit  Calcutta  this  month  to  arrange  the  mode 
of  putting  the  work  into  the  press  ...” 

The  work  was  published  in  1798.  The  title-page  of  vol.  1  reads: 
A/Digest/of /Hindu  Law/on/Contracts  and  Successions/ with  a  commentary/ 
by  Jagannatha  Tarcapanchanan/translated  from  the/Original  Sanskrit /by 
H.  T.  Colebrooke,  Esq.  Colebrooke  recorded  in  the  Introduction,  “From 
various  digests,  and  from  commentaries  on  the  institutes  of  law,  the  present 
digest  has  been  compiled  ;  and  the  venerable  author  Jagannatha  has  added 
a  copious  commentary”. 

Jagannath  Tarkapanchanan's  commentary  translated  by  Colebrooke  was 
the  Bibadavangarnava,  The  original  which  was  never  published,  is  appa¬ 
rently  lost.  (P.  E.  Colebrooke,  The  life  of  Henry  Thomas  Colebrooke j  pp.  75 
and  86 ;  Sahitya  Parishad  Patrika^  B.  S.  1349.) 

11.  Mr.  Belli  (p.  234) — ^J.  Belli,  Assay  Master,  Calcutta.  He  left  India 
in  March  1800. 

12.  Mr.  Braham  (p.  236) — ^Probably  P.  Braham  who  became  Deputy 
Governor  of  Fort  Marlborough  in  1799. 

13.  Lieutenant  Wilford  (p-  237) — Evidence  of  Lt.  Francis  Wilford's 
literary  efforts  may  be  found  in  the  Asiatic  Researches.  His  article  'Remarks 
on  the  city  of  Tagara'  was  published  in  vol.  I.  Lt.  Wilford  had  a  knowledge  of 
Greek,  but,  as  he  wrote  to  the  President  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  he  was  not  con¬ 
versant  with  the  Hindu  antiquities — “indeed  I  have  no  time  to  study  langu¬ 
ages.”  Later  on,  however,  he  picked  up  working  knowledge  of  Sanskrit  and 
contributed  'An  essay  on  the  sacred  Isles  on  the  West’  published  in  vol.  VIII 
of  the  Asiatic  Researches,  in  which  he  attempted  to  prove  that  the  Sveta- 
dvipa,  “the  holy  land  of  the  Hindoos”,  should  be  identified  with  the  British 
Isles.  In  1822,  Wilford,  then  Lt.-Col.,  contributed  an  article  entitled  'Anci¬ 
ent  Geography  of  India', 
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him  is  interesting:  “Doctor  Dinwiddie  has  commenced  his  new  course  of 
lectures  on  experimental  philosophy  to  as  full  an  audience  as  could,  perhaps, 
be  expected  at  this  gay  season,  composed  partly  of  the  fair  sex,  and  we  might 
add,  some  of  the  fairest,  who,  to  their  praise,  are  contented  to  forego  the 
more  fashionable  resorts  of  amusement  for  the  instructive  lessons  of  philo¬ 
sophy.  This  attractive  example  has  no  doubt  tended  to  increase  the  natural 
power  of  electricity  and  magnetism  in  drawing  a  numerous  audience  to  the 
lectures  .  .  .  Dr.  Dindwiddie,  since  his  former  courses,  has  received  a  con¬ 
siderable  addition  to  his  apparatus.'’  (Seton-Karr,  op.  ciL,  vol.  II,  p.  488.) 

No.  4—20  May  1796. 

1.  Mr.  Matitiington  (p.  245)— Philip  Manington,  Superintendent,  Prince 
of  Wales  Island. 

2.  Mr.  Pigou  (p.  245) — Thomas  Pigou,  Senior  Assistant,  Prince  of 
Wales  Island.  He  was  Acting  Superintendent  in  1796  when  Mr.  Philip 
Manington  was  on  leave  due  to  his  ill-health. 

3.  Sir  John  Sinclair  (p.  248) — President,  Board  of  Agriculture,  England 
No,  5—5  July  1796. 

1.  Mr.  Cowell  (p.  252) — W.  Cowell,  originally  Assistant  in  the  Secret 
Departmeirt,  became  Assistant  to  the  Collector  of  Purnca  in  1794.  He  was 
appointed  Registrar  of  the  Zilla  Court  of  Murshidabad  in  1796.  In  1800  he 
became  Registrar  to  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  and  Court  of  Circuit, 
Benares. 

2.  Mr.  Crisp  (p.  252) — During  the  year  preceding  his  appointment  as 
third  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  Dacca,  Mr.  B.  Crisp  was  third  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal  and  Circuit  at  Murshidabad. 

3.  Mr.  Colebrooke  (p.  252) — Edward  Colebrookc  was  appointed  third 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  Circuit  at  Murshidabad  in  1796. 

4.  James  Wintle  (p.  252) — He  was  Collector  of  Jessoi'c  from  1796  to 

1798. 

5.  Mr.  Parr  (p.  252) — T.  Parr  was  appointed  Judge  and  Magistrate  of 
Jessore  in  1796.  He  became  Judge  and  Magistrate  of  Dinajpur  in  1797. 

6.  Richard  Parry  (p.  252) — ^He  was  appointed  Sub-Treasurer  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1799. 

7.  A.  H.  Vansittart  (p.  252) — ^A  few  months  after  his  appointment  as 
Assistant  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  1796,  he  became  Sub- 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  December. 

8.  Mr.  Laing  (p.  252) — ^J.  W.  Laing  was  next  appointed  Assistant  to 
the  Collector  of  Rangpur  in  August  1797. 

9.  G.  F.  Cherry  (p.  252)— He  was  murdered  at  Benares  in  1799  by 
the  attendants  of  Wazir  Ali,  ex-Nawab  of  Oudh.  An  account  of  the  murder 
was  published  in  the  Asiatic  Annual  Register,  1799. 

10.  Mr.  Lumsden  (p.  252) — ^J.  Lumsden  was  Resident  at  Benares  prior 
to  his  appointment  as  Resident  at  Lucknow  in  1796. 
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and  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  in  breadth,  is,  we  understand,  at  his 
own  expense.”  The  tank,  as  is  well  known,  is  situated  at  the  junction  of 
Lindsay  Street  and  Chowringhee.  In  recent  times  a  plaque  has  been  added, 
indicating  the  name  of  the  donor.  A  locality  in  north  Calcutta  is  also  named 
after  Manohar  Das.  (Seton-Karr,  op.  cit.j  vol.  II,  p.  369.) 

4.  Golkgore  Residency  (p.  261) — Commercial  Resident  of  the  Company 
was  stationed  at  Golaghar  in  the  Hooghly  District,  Bengal,  as  it  was  one  of 
the  centres  of  trade  in  hemp  and  jute. 

No.  7 — 3  October  1796. 

1.  The  Reverend  C.  Buchanan  (p.  264) — Rev.  Dr.  Claudius  Buchanan 
became  Professor  and  Vice-Provost  of  the  College  of  Fort  William  in  1799. 
He  returned  to  England  in  1808.  His  works  include  An  Apology  for  promot- 
ing  Christianity  m  India,  and  Memoir  of  the  Expediency  of  an  Ecclesiastical 
Establishment  for  British  India.  He  edited  The  College  of  Fort  William, 
the  official  organ  of  the  institution. 

No.  8 — 9  January  1797. 

1.  Tales  (p.  268) — Taels.  The  tael  was  a  Chinese  money  of  account. 
One  tael  of  Canton  was  treated  in  the  accounts  as  equivalent  to  6sh.  8d. 

2.  Messrs.  Bruce  Fawcett  dC  Co.  (p.  269) — A  firm  of  leading  ship¬ 
owners  in  Bombay.  The  firm  consisted,  in  1792,  of  two  civil  servants,  Patrick 
Crawford  Bruce,  Land  Paymaster  and  Henry  Fawcett,  the  Accountant- 
General.  In  1816,  the  name  of  Remington  &  Co.  took  the  place  of  Bruce 
Fawcett  &  Co.  (Douglas,  Bombay  and  Western  India,  vol.  I,  pp.  169  and 
244.) 

3.  Mr.  Hartley  (p.  272) — ^B.  Hartley,  Surgeon  at  Fort  Marlborough. 

4.  Mr.  Terhoff  (p.  272) — Dutch  Chief  of  Padang. 

5.  Mr.  Gillespie  (p.  273) — W.  Gillespie,  pilot  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
resigned  in  1796  on  grounds  of  health  and  asked  for  permission  to  visit 
England  while  his  family  would  remain  in  India.  He  died  shortly  after. 
In  1798,  his  widow  was  granted  a  pension  of  Rs.  30/-  a  month. 

6.  Rajemahal  (p.  273) — Rajmahal,  district  formerly  included  in  the 
province  of  Bengal,  bounded  by  Purnea,  Dinajpur,  Rajshahi  and  Monghyr. 

7.  Rajah  Goor  Doss  (p.  273)— -Raja  Gurudas,  son  of  Nandakumar,  was 
appointed  Diwan  to  the  Nawab  of  Bengal  by  Warren  Hastings  in  1772.  In 
May  1/75,  after  the  removal  of  Munni  Begam  from  the  position  of  the 
Nawab’s  guardian,  Gurudas  was  appointed  in  her  place. 

8.  Mr.  Goddard  (p.  274) — Thomas  Goddard,  organiser  of  Goddard's 
battalion,  fought  against  the  French  in  South  India  (1759-61)  and  the 
Marathas  in  Rohilkhand  (1772).  He  succeeded  Colonel  Leslie  as  commander 
of  the  Bengal  contingent,  and  fought  in  the  Maratha  War  (1778-81).  He  was 
appointed  Comraander-in-Chief  of  the  Bombay  Army  in  1781,  and  died  at 
sea  in  1783. 
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No.  10^5^?  April  1797. 

1.  Mr.  Hastings’  answer  to  the  address  from  the  British  inhabitants 
of  Calcutta  (p.  291) — Published  in  the  Selections  from  Calcutta  Gazettes^ 
voL  II,  pp.  471-73. 

2.  Lieutenant  Hoare’s  survey  of  the  Jumna  (p.  297) — ^James  Griffith 
Hoare  was  deputed,  in  1795,  to  survey  the  river  Jumna  '‘from  the  confluence 
at  Allahabad  up  to  Delhi,  or  so  far  beyond  it  as  he  might  with  safety  proceed 
.  .  .  The  object  of  his  deputation  should  be  not  only  to  ascertain  the  course, 
depths  and  windings  of  the  river,  but  also  to  insert  in  his  plan  all  the  towns, 
forts  and  villages  on  its  banks,  marking  also  the  places  where  ferries  are- 
established  and  those  where  the  river  is  at  any  time  fordable.”  Hoare  died 
of  illness  in  1798.  (Phillimore,  op,  cit.,  vol.  I,  pp.  57  and  339.) 

No.  11—75  August  1797. 

1.  Sir  Charles  Warre  Malet  (p.  303) — He  was  Resident  at  Poona  from 
1785  to  1797,  and  became  member  of  the  Bombay  Council  in  April  1797. 

2.  Mr.  Rivett  (p.  303) — ^James  Rivett  arrived  in  India  in  1776.  His 
sister,  "a  celebrated  court  beauty  whose  picture  was  painted  by  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds”,  was  married  to  General  Carnac.  On  General  Carnac’s  death  in 
1810,  Mr.  Rivett,  his  wife’s  brother  and  a  member  of  the  Bombay  Council, 
assuming  the  name  of  Carnac,  inherited  the  General’s  property  which  was  of 
a  very  considerable  amount.  He  died  in  1803.  (Douglas,  op.  cit,,  vol.  I, 
p,  166 ;  vol.  II,  p.  253.) 

No.  13 — 30  December  1797. 

1.  Captain  Craig’s  conduct  (p.  325) — In  1797,  the  Government  of  Fort 
Marlborough  reported  against  Capt.  M.  Craig  of  the  Queen  “for  his  attempt 
to  seize  the  goods  of  a  Dutch  prow  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  place.” 

2.  Diamond  Harbour  (p.  325) — Sub-division  in  Twenty-four  Parganas, 
Bengal ;  also  village  of  the  same  name.  It  was  "a  favourite  anchorage  of 
Company’s  ships  in  olden  time”. 

3.  Court  of  enquiry  held  on  Mr.  Venner  (p.  329) — Following  a  quarrel 
between  Capt.  W.  D.  Fellowes  of  the  Royal  Admiral  and  S.  J.  Venner,  3rd 
officer  of  the  ship,  the  latter  was  suspended  and  a  court  of  enquiry  appoint¬ 
ed  to  investigate  his  conduct. 

No.  14 — 31  January  1798. 

1.  Major  Rennel  (p.  340) — ^James  Rennell,  the  well-known  English 
geographer,  was  born  in  1742.  He  entered  the  navy  early  in  life,  but  at  the 
age  of  20  abandoned  the  naval  for  the  military  service  and  joined  as  an 
engineer  under  the  East  India  Company.  Under  Lord  Clive  he  served  with 
considerable  distinction  and  gained  ,  the  .rank  of  Major.  He  returned  to 
England  in  1782,  and.  pur  sued  his  investigations  in  geography,  history  and 
topography.  He  published  Memoir  of  a  Map  of  Hindostan,  Marches  of  the 
British  Army  in  the  Peninsula  of  India  during  the  Campaign  of  1791^  Obser¬ 
vations  on  the  Topography  of  the  Plain  of  Troy,  A  Tr^atis^  on  the  Compara- 
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for  delivery  to  the  subscribers  etc/’  It  also  announced  the  publication  of  a 
new  work  entitled  The  Oriental  Linguist ^  “well  adapted  to  the  capacity  and 
attention  of  learners,  being  an  easy  introduction  to  Hindoostanee  Grammar/’ 
(Seton-Karr,  op.  cit.^  vol.  II,  p.  524.) 

No.  21 — 25  December  1798. 

1.  Sir  Joseph  Banks  (p.  372) — President  of  the  Royal  Society,  1778-1820. 

2.  Request  of  the  Asiatic  Society  for  the  grant  of  a  charter  (p.  373)— 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  held  on  19  August  1796,  it  was  proposed 
by  the  President  Sir  John  Shore  that  “application  be  made  to  His  Majesty . 
for  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  this  Society”.  A  committee  of  nine 
members  including  Thomas  Graham,  John  Fleming,  Capt.  R.  H.  Colebrooke, 
Dr.  J.  Dinwiddie  and  Capt.  M.  Symes,  was  appointed  “to  consider  on  the 
best  mode  of  carrying  into  execution  the  object”  of  the  resolution  and  “report 
at  the  next  meeting”.  On  29  September,  when  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Society  took  place,  the  committee  proposed  that  “the  intended  application  to 
His  Majesty  to  obtain  a  charter  of  incorporation  of  the  Society  be  made 
thro’  the  Governor-General  in  Council  and  the  Court  of  Directors”.  A  letter 
addressed  to  the  Governor-General  in  Council  was  also  drafted  in  the  course 
of  which  it  was  said,  “In  the  expectation  that  the  Society  which  has  over¬ 
come  the  difficulties  of  a  first  establishment  may  by  permanency  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  further  advantages,  it  is  the  wish  of  its  members  to  establish  fund 
for  erecting  a  proper  building  for  their  future  meetings,  providing  a  library 
and  museum,  and  to  defray  all  incidental  expenses.  But  to  enable  them  to 
carry  these  purposes  into  execution,  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  a  charter  of 
incorporation ;  and  the  object  of  their  address  is  to  request  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  solicit  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors  to  take  such  measures 
as  may  be  requisite  to  obtain  His  Majesty’s  letters  patent,  constituting  a 
corporation  under  the  title  of  the  Asiatic  Society  for  enquiring  into  the 
history,  antiquities,  arts,  sciences  and  literature  of  Asia,  vesting  in  them 
and  their  successors  the  rights  and  privileges  usually  granted  to  similar 
literary  bodies.”  The  letter  was  acknowledged  by  G.  H.  Barlow,  Secretary 
to  the  Government,  on  3  October  with  an  assurance  that  the  Governor- 
General  would  have  great  pleasure  in  communicating  the  gist  of  the  letter 
to  the  Court  of  Directors  with  his  own  recommendation.  Nothing  seems  to 
have  come  out  of  these  negotiations.  The  Society  did  not  get  the  Royal 
Charter.  (Ms.  Proceedings  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  dated  19  August, 
29  September,  and  17  November,  1796.) 

3.  Mf.  Sinclair  (p.  380) — G.  Sinclair,  Superintendent  of  Agricultural 
Experiments,  was  interested  in  carrying  on  experiments  in  hemp,  flax  and 
potato.  He,  however,  died  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  India. 

4.  Mr.  Banvell  has  offered  to  sell  his  buildings  (p.  381) — An  advertise¬ 
ment  for  the  sale  of  Barwell’s  building  property  by  public  auction  appeared 
in  the  Calcutta  Gazette  on  11  October  1798.  The  list  included  the  “capital 
large  upper  roomed  house  at  Kidderpore,  at  present  rented  by  the  managers 
of  the  Orphan  Society,  with  all  the  out-houses  and  ground  thereunto  belong¬ 
ing,  contain  274  bighas,  10  cottahs  more  or  less.”  (Seton-Karr,  op.  cit.,  vol. 
Ill,  p.  527.) 
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(3)  There  would  be  no  publication  on  Sundays. 

(4)  No  newspaper  would  be  published  until  it  had  been  examined  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Government,  or  by  a  person  authorised  by  him  for  that 
purpose. 

(5)  An  infringement  of  any  of  these  Regulations  would  be  punished 
with  “immediate  embarkation  for  Europe’'. 

4.  William  Dick  to  sell  us  the  Insane  Hospital  which  we  at  present 
hire  of  him  (p.  406) — Probably  he  is  the  same  person  as  W.  Dick,  Surgeon 
to  the  hospital. 

No.  25 — SI  December  1799. 

1.  New  Church  (p.  416) — Church  of  St.  John,  Calcutta. 

2.  Mr.  Forster  (p.  418) — Henry  Pitts  Forster,  the  celebrated  oriental 
scholar,  entered  East  India  Company’s  service  in  1783.  He  was  appointed 
Collector  of  Tipperah  in  1793  and  Registrar,  Diwani  Adalat  of  Twenty-four 
Parganas,  in  1794.  Later  on  he  became  Master  of  Mint,  Calcutta. 

Forster  had  good  knowledge  of  Bengali  and  Sanskrit.  In  1793,  he 
translated  the  Cornwallis  Code  into  Bengali.  His  well-known  English  mid 
Bengalee  Vocabulary ,  which  was  the  first  work  of  its  kind,  was  published 
in  two  parts,  the  first  appearing  in  1799  and  the  second  in  1802.  In  1799 
Forster  offered  the  copyright  of  his  work  to  the  Government  on  condition 
that  they  bore  the  cost  of  publication.  As  an  alternative  he  prayed  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  meet  the  expenses  by  raising  subscription.  The 
Government,  however,  decided  only  to  buy  one  hundred  copies  of  his 
dictionary.  In  the  second  volume  of  ‘  the  dictionary  there  is  a  list  of 
subscribers  who  “honoured  the  work”  with  their  “patronage”.  Forster’s 
next  work  An  Essay  on  the  Principles  of  Sanskrit  Grammar  was  published 
in  1810. 

Forster  will  be  remembered  for  his  services  to  the  cause  of  Bengali 
language  and  the  attempts  he  made  to  have  it  recognised  as  the  official 
language  of  the  Province  instead  of  Persian.  In  the  introduction  to  his 
dictionary  he  made  out  a  case  for  the  use  of  Bengali  in  the  law  courts. 
He  died  in  India  on  10  September  1815.  (Stephen  and  Lee,  Dictionary  of 
National  Biography,  vol.  XX  ;  S.  K.  De,  History  of  Bengali  Literature  in 
the  Nineteenth  Century,  pp.  88-92.) 

3.  Appointment  of  Lieutenant  Baillie  to  translate  ...  of  Sheeas 
(p.  419) — ^John  Baillie  entered  the  East  India  Company’s  service  as  a  Cadet 
in  1790  and  arrived  in  India  in  1791.  He  became  Ensign  in  1793,  Lieutenant 
in  1794,  Captain  in  1803,  Major  in  1811  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  1814. 
In  1797  he  was  “employed  by  Lord  Teignmouth  to  translate  from  the  Arabic 
language  an  eminent  work  on  ihe  Mahomedan  law,  compiled  by  Sir  William 
Jones.  On  the  first  formation  of  the  College  of  Fort  William  about  1800, 
he  was  appointed  professor  of  the  Arabic  and  Persian  languages,  and  of 
Mahomedan  law  in  that  institution.  From  1803  to  1807  he  served  as  political 
agent  of  the  Governor-General  in  Bundelcund  ,*  and  on  the  death  of 
Col.  Collins,  in  1807,  he  was  appointed  resident  at  Lucknow,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  till  the  end  of  1815 ;  and  in  June  1818  he  was  placed  on  the  tetired 
list” 
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patam  in  May  1799  and  thereafter  carried  on  geographical  investigations  in 
South  India.  He  contributed  scientific  articles  entitled  ''An  account  of  a 
method  for  extending  a  geographical  survey  across  the  peninsula  of  India” 
and  "An  account  of  the  measurement  of  an  arc  of  the  meridian  on  the 
coast  of  Coromandel”  in  volumes  VII  and  VIII  respectively  of  the  Asiatic 
Researches. 

3.  Captain  Mackenzie  (p.  450) — Colin  Mackenzie  came  to  India  in 
1782  and  joined  the  Madras  Engineers.  He  was  in  the  war  against  Tipu 
in  1790-92  and  at  the  siege  of  Seringapatam  in  May  1799.  After  the  fall  of 
Seringapatam  he  was  "given  charge  of  the  survey  of  Mysore  and  Kanara, 
and  commencing  in  1800,  he  completed  the  field  work  by  the  middle  of 
1807,  and  the  maps  and  memoirs  twelve  months  later”.  He  was  Surveyor- 
General  of  Madras  in  1810  ;  Chief  Engineer  to  the  Madras  Force  in  Java, 
1811-13;  and  Surveyor-General  of  India,  1815-21.  He  died  in  India  in  1821 
He  was  an  enthusiastic  collector  of  Oriental  manuscripts. 

A  detailed  biographical  note  on  Mackenzie  will  be  found  in  Phillimore’s 
Historical  Records  of  the  Survey  of  India^  vol.  II,  pp.  419-28. 

4.  Mr.  Heyne  (p.  450) — Benjamin  Heyne,  Surgeon  and  Botanist,  was 
appointed  "Botanist  to  the  Mysore  Survey  under  Mackenzie  with  salary  of 
75  pagodas  a  month  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  allowances  as  an  assistant 
Surgeon”.  In  1800,  he  "left  Mackenzie's  camp  on  the  N.  border  of  Mysore 
to  return  to  Bangalore  where  he  spent  several  months  on  botanical  work 
at  the  Gardens”.  In  1806,  Heyne  was  appointed  "Botanist  and  Naturalist 
to  superintend  the  Gardens  at  Bangalore”.  This  post  was  abolished  after 
two  years.  In  1812,  he  was  granted  leave  to  visit  Europe  for  two  years. 
He  died  in  India  in  1819.  (Phillimore,  op.  cit.j  vol.  II,  pp.  405-06.) 

5.  Peter  Moore  (p.  450) — Member  of  the  Committee  of  Revenue. 

6.  Michael  Rodrigo  (p.  450) — He  was  a  native  of  Fort  Marlborough, 
employed  at  Fort  William  as  an  Assistant  in  the  Secret  and  Military  Depart¬ 
ments. 

7.  John  Mills  (p.  450) — Sometime  Superintendent  of  Police,  Calcutta. 
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No.  37—5  July  1796. 

1.  Mr.  Tomlinson  (p.  459) — Robert  Tomlinson  was  Salt  Agent  in 
Bhulua  and  Chittagong  divisions. 

No.  38 — 31  August  1796. 

1.  Adjoora  system  (p.  463) — Ajura  or  ujoora  literally  means  hire  or 
wages,  especially  to  one  employed  by  the  job.  In  commercial  transactions, 
however,  it  means  the  fee  or  percentage  charged  on  a  dishonoured  bill,  for 
the  expense  of  returning  it  to  the  drawer  when  residing  at  a  distance. 
(Wilson,  A  Glossary  of  Judicial  and  Revenue  Terms ^  p.  23.) 

2.  Mangec  (p.  464) — Manjhighat  near  Patna. 
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2.  Mr.  Maclean’s  conduct  (p.  529)— Charles  Maclean,  a  medical  practi¬ 
tioner  in  Calcutta,  wrote  a  letter  in  the  Telegraph,  animadverting  on  the 
official  conduct  of  Mr.  Rider,  the  Magistrate  of  Ghazipur.  Both  the  editor 
and  Mr.  Maclean  w^ere  called  upon  by  the  Government  to  apologize  for 
publishing  the  article  in  question.  The  editor  complied,  but  Mr.  Maclean 
refused.  The  latter,  for  this  act  of  contumacy  and  his  previous  misconduct 
in  quitting  the  ship  to  which  he  had  been  attached  and  remaining  in  India 
without  permission,  was  sent  to  Europe. 

No.  64 — 2  September  1800. 

1 .  Mr.  Burroughs,  the  Advocate  General  (p.  532) — ^William  Burroughs, 
afterwards  Sir  William  Burroughs  and  a  Puisne  Judge  in  Calcutta.  In  a 
letter  to  Lord  Rawdon  who  evidently  gave  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
Burroughs,  Cornwallis  wrote  on  2  December  1789,  “To  Mr.  Burroughs  I  can 
probably  do  little  more  than  show  the  most  cordial  civility  in  which,  you 
may  be  assured,  I  shall  not  be  deficient”. 

Burrough’s  predecessor  Davies  enjoyed  good  reputation.  Cornwallis 
wrote  about  him  to  Dundas  on  28  December  1786,  “I  find  that  it  would  by 
no  means  suit  my  friend  Davies  to  go  upon  the  bench.  I  trust  you  will 
not  send  out  Sir  Elijah  Impey”.  In  another  letter  to  Dundas,  on  5  March 
1787,  Cornwallis  wrote,  “For  God's  sake  let  us  keep  Davies ;  he  is  the  best 
advocate  that  has  ever  been  in  this  country”.  Davies  died  in  Calcutta  in 
January  1792. 

William  Hickey  evidently  entertained  poor  opinion  of  Burroughs ; 
“Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Davies,  Lord  Cornwallis  appointed  Mr.  Burroughs 
to  the  office  of  the  Advocate  General  from  which  moment  the  upstart 
hound  became  so  arrogant  and  overbearing  there  was  no  enduring  him”. 

Hickey’s  friend  William  Cone  wrote  to  Hickey,  in  February  1796,  that 
‘Burroughs  and  all  his  bred  are  the  greatest  scoundrels  unhanged”.  (Ross, 
Correspondence  of  Charles,  First  Marquis  Cornwallis,  vol.  I,  pp.  249,  264 
and  463  :  Spencer,  op.  cit.,  vol.  IV,  pp.  66  and  144.) 
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Ann  (ship),  lost,  74,  76. 

Ann  and  Eliza  (ship),  amount  involved  in 
loss  of,  259,  264-5,  372. 

A7ina  (ship),  246,  434,  435,  451,  454,  518, 
519,  534. 

Annals  of  the  East  India  Company  (John 
Bruce),  xl. 

Anstruther,  Sir  John,  Chief  Justice, 
Supreme  Court,  100,  380  ;  on  revision  of 
Supreme  Court  establishment,  210-2, 
530-1. 

Arabic,  344  ;  preservation  of  mss.  in,  96. 

Arabs,  the,  xix. 

Arcot,  Nawab  of,  treaty  with,  69  ;  debts 
of,  251. 

Arcot  Rupee,  see  Ruoee,  Arcot. 

Ariadne  (ship),  315,  316. 

Arithmetical  Collections  (Burke,  — ?),  467. 

Armida  (Cochin-China’s  ship),  captured, 
330. 

Armstrong,  William,  Collector  of  Midna- 
pore,  285. 

Army,  E.I.  Coy’s,  42  ;  morality  in,  88-92, 
376 ;  passage  money  for  officials,  100, 
380 ;  appreciation  of  services,  132-7, 
369  ;  at  ?enang,  229  ;  at  Fort  Marlbro’, 
234,  272 ;  note  on,  538-9. 

Ashadha  (third  month  of  Hindu  luni- 
solar  year),  273. 

Asia  (ship),  126,  127,  128,  275,  281,  282, 
299,  449,  477. 

Asiatic  Annual  Register,  xxxix. 

Asiatic  Researches,  xxxix,  237,  544. 

Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  xxxix,  xli,  79, 
266,  373 ;  note  on,  552. 

Askwith,  John  Haddon,  free  mariner,  126. 

Assam,  Lt-Col.  Kyd’s  travels  in,  xxvii. 

Assaf,  see  Ashadha, 

Assay  Master,  Calcutta,  salary  of,  9  ;  on 
value  of  dollar,  489  ;  see  also  Belli, 
John. 

Assay  Office,  Calcutta,  repairs  in,  9-10. 

Assessors,  Calcutta,  salary  of,  198,  200,  201, 
525. 

Assistant  Deputy  Master  Attendant,  306. 

Assistant  Surgeons,  28,  380. 

Astronomical  Instrument,  purchase  of, 
26,  292. 

Atkinson,  Thomas  Latham,  dies,  32. 

Atlantic  (ship),  352,  358,  364,  368,  370, 
490,  491,  492,  496,  499,  528,  530. 

Attorney,  E.  I.  Coy’s,  see  Jackson,  Wil¬ 
liam, 

Attornies,  to  obtain  license  to  practise, 
XXXV,  100,  211,  531. 

AumilSy  see  Amils. 

Aurang  (place  where  goods  are  manufac¬ 
tured),  xviii,  7,  189,  463,  483, 

Auspicious  (ship),  30k 

Ava,  Burma,  embassy  to,  69,  262,  359,  449, 


Babcock,  Capt.  A.,  payment  to,  207-8. 
Baboom,  G.,  394. 

Babupur  (Baboopore),  Noakhali  Dist, 
Bengal,  salt  from,  483. 

Backergunge,  Bengal,  rice  from,  219. 


Bahar,  see  Bihar. 

Baillie,  C.,  Asst  to  Commercial  Resdt  at 
Khirpai,  387. 

Baillie,  Lt  J.,  to  translate  Jones’  work  on 
Shiah  laws,  125,  343-4,  419. 

Baird,  Maj.-Gen.  David,  thanked  by  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  services  in  Mysore  war,  133, 
1 35. 

Baird,  John,  Master  Attendant  and  Store¬ 
keeper  at  Penang,  99,  160,  380. 

Baji  Rao  II,  Peshwa,  xvii. 

Baker,  John,  free  mariner,  130. 

Balasore  (Ballasore),  Orissa,  salt  from, 
xvii,  170,  474. 

Balasore  Road,  xxv,  330,  403. 

Balfour,  Dr  Francis,  treatise  on  sol-lunar 
influence  by,  233  ;  note  on,  544. 

Ball,  L.,  Sheriff  of  Calcutta,  8. 

Bamni  Island  (Bomney),  Noakhali  Dist., 
Bengal,  salt  from,  483. 

Banda  Islands,  Indonesia,  407-8. 

Banka  Canal  (Banky  Nulla),  Midnapore, 
398. 

Banks,  Sir  Joseph,  Presdt  of  the  Royal 
Society,  xxix,  26,  76,  278,  292,  372. 
Bank  shall  (office  of  Harbour  Master  or 
other  port  authority),  120,  317-8. 
Bannerman,  Capt.  J.,  Bombay  Govt’s 
financial  engagements  with,  342-3,  354, 
361. 

Bantarim,  Banteerin,  Banterim,  Bentcrim, 
see  Benteerin. 

Baring,  Sir  Francis,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  18,  41,  114,  140,  181  ;  o1 
Secret  Committee,  16,  46,  108,  139. 
Baring,  Henry,  Supercargo  at  Canton,  14, 
64,  98,  109,  154. 

Baring,  Thomas,  Translator  to  Diwani 
Adalat,  240  ;  writer,  247-8. 

Barker,  William  Raymond,  writer,  139, 
156. 

Barlow,  George  Hillaro,  Secy,  F.  W.  Bd, 
xxxiv,  67,  70,  105,  129,  156,  159,  192,  240, 
346,  359 ;  Sub-Secy,  Revenue  Dept, 

3,  254;  services  praised,  118,  414; 
examiner  in  Persian  and  Hindustani, 
447. 

Barnard  (Bernard),  Capt.  T.,  of  the 
Martha,  payment  to,  314,  316. 

Barron,  Robert,  seaman,  389. 

Barton,  J,,  Assit  to  Registrar  and  2nd 
Asst  to  Magistrate  of  Tirhut,  240. 
Barwell  (ship),  68,  346. 

Barwell,  James  Richard,  writer,  108-9,  126, 
155. 

Barwell,  Richard,  sale  of  buildings  of, 
101,  381,  552. 

Basra  (Bussora),  Iraq,  xvii;  Resdt  at,  103. 
Bateman,—,  barrister,  67,  346. 

Bateman,  John,  Junior  Counsel  to  E.I.  Coy, 
212,531.  ^ 

Bathurst,  Robert,  resigns,  93,  277,  284  ; 
to  resume  service,  98,  379 ;  note  on, 
549. 

Batta  (rate  of  exchange,  discount),  on 
gold  coins,  23,  76-7,  265,  372,  400,  420  ; 
on  silver,  430-1. 

Batta  Lascars  (Indian  sailors  employed  on 
batta,  i.e.  extra  pay),  149,  366,  405, 
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— Judge  and  Magistrate,  see  Campbell, 
Duncan. 

Birch,  R.  C.,  300. 

Bird,  C.,  Collector  of  Dinajpur,  239. 

Births,  Burials,  Christenings  and  Mar- 
riages,  Register  of,  154,  28^9. 

Black,  Alexander,  2nd  Lt  on  board  the 
Nonsuch,  19-20. 

Blagrave,  Anthony,  writer,  137,  156. 

Blair,  Capt.  Archibald,  Hydrographer  of 
E.  I.  Coy,  216;  surveys  the  Andamans, 
xxv-xxvi ;  note  on,  541. 

Blake,  Capt.  Benjamin,  Commander  and 
Owner  of  the  Chichester,  221. 

Blanshard  (Blanchard),  Rev.  Thomas,  Sen. 
Chaplain  at  Fort  William,  116,  301. 

Blanshard,  see  also  Abbotts,  Blanshard 
and  Perney. 

Blaquiere,  — ,  Sanskrit-English  Dictionary 
by,  124,  332,  418. 

Blaquiere,  W.  C.,  examiner  in  Hindustani 
and  Persian,  447. 

Blaquire,  — ,  bond  of,  49. 

Blast,  Tlxomas,  free  mariner,  37. 

Blecheynden,  — ,  Chief  Mate  of  the  Oueen, 
325. 

Blechynden,  Marmaduke  William,  free 
mariner,  156. 

Blunt,  Sir  Charles  William,  62,  252  ;  Mem¬ 
ber,  Post  Office  Committee,  363  ;  note 
on,  547. 

Blunt,  Edward  Walter,  writer,  98,  100  ; 
supernumerary  in  Public  Dept,  387. 

Blunt,  Ensign  James  Tillyer,  surveys 
Chunar-Rajahmundry  route,  xxxix,  62, 
96,  252,  340,  378 ;  note  on,  547. 

Blunt,  William,  writer,  son  of  Sir  Charles 
William,  62,  109,  252,  339,  420. 

Board  of  Agriculture,  England,  41,  118, 
321,  407. 

— Presdt,  see  Sinclair,  Sir  John. 

Board  of  Control,  Presdt  of,  see  Dundas, 
Henry. 

Board  of  Revenue,  261-2,  407  ;  on  abkari, 
197-8,  524. 

— Accountant,  274  ;  see  also  Cox,  R.  W. 

Board  of  Trade,  Madras  marine  placed 
under,  35  ;  on  supplies  to  St  Helena,  55, 
219-20,  250,  410;  members,  58,  240-1, 
247,  423  ;  on  shipping,  62,  76,  220-2,  300, 
394 ;  on  commission  to  Sub-Export- 
Warehouse-Keeper,  94,  377-8  ;  on  custom 
duties,  176,  464,  465-6,  486,  490,  492, 
498,  501,  509-12,  515,  518 ;  revised  estab¬ 
lishment,  277-8 ;  and  passim. 

— Accountant,  486  ;  see  also  Egerton, 
William. 

— Adviser  in  Chemistry,  Mechanics  and 
Natural  Philosophy,  see  Dinwiddie,  Dr 
James. 

— Secy,  salary,  87,  279,  375  ;  assts,  252. 

— Sub-Secy,  see  Vansittart,  A.  H. 

Board  of  Trade  in  Marine  Department,  see 
Marine,  Bengal. 

Board  of  Trade  in  Salt  and  Opium  Depart¬ 
ment,  separated  from  Investment  and 
Customs,  179,  457-8;  services  apprecia¬ 
ted,  474 ;  see  also  Opium ;  Salt. 

— Secy,  see  Cotton,  John. 


Bocidington  (ship),  27,  293. 

Bodlein  (ship),  loss  of,  63, 

Boehm,  see  Edmund  Boehm  and  Co. 

Boglepore,  Boglipore,  see  Bhagalpur. 

Boileau,  Thomas,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Calcutta,  239,  521  ;  note  on,  557. 

Bombay  (frigate),  150,  366. 

Bombay,  salt  from,  xviii,  502,  515  ;  chap¬ 
lains  at,  xxxiii ;  Justices  of  the  Peace  at, 
33,  197,  524  ;  rice  contract,  51,  219,  423  ; 
shipping,  52,  55,  218,  282-3,  299  ;  marine, 
87,  104-5,  392,  510 ;  residents,  135 ; 

custom  duties,  174,  176,  477  ;  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Peace  for,  202  ;  stationery 
for,  228  ;  and  passim. 

— Government,  finances  and  accounts,  4-5, 
20,  30,  47,  75,  76,  84,  117,  126,  151,  216, 
232,  234,  254,  259-60,  263,  268-9,  275,  282, 
291,  304,  311,  322-3,  342-3,  354-5,  371, 
383-4,  413,  427,  430,  442-4;  not  to  send 
European  convicts  to  the  Andamans,  21  ; 
members,  27,  52,  55,  1 16,  218-9,  303,  413  ; 
services  in  Mysore  war  appreciated, 
132-6  ;  control  over  Malabar  and  Canara, 
161-3;  and  passim. 

— Governor,  see  Duncan,  Jonathan  ; 

Griffith,  John. 

Bombay  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Bombay. 

Bomney,  see  Bamni  Island. 

Bootan,  see  Bhutan. 

Bosanquet,  Jacob,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  15,  37,  41,  158,  161,  164,  196; 
Dy  Chairman,  46,  65,  68,  71,  72;  of 
Secret  Committee,  46,  73,  139,  370; 
Chairman,  102-5,  107-8. 

Boswell,  Capt.  Bruce,  Marine  Paymaster 
and  Naval  Storekeeper,  Bengal,  11,  14, 
36,  281,  298. 

Botanical  Gardens,  Calcutta,  beginnings, 
xxvii-xxviii ;  collection  of  specimens  for, 
xxix,  148,  222,  331,  363,  390;  experi¬ 
ments  at,  xxix,  242,  332,  338,  414-5,  418 ; 
purchase  of  ground,  231. 

— Supdt,  56;  quarters  for,  10;  see  also 
Fleming,  Dr.  J.  ;  Kyd,  Lt-Col.  Robert ; 
Roxburgh,  Dr  W. 

Botany  Bay,  Australia,  transportation  of 
convicts  to  Bengal  from,  432-5  ;  note  on, 
555  ;  see  also  New  South  Wales. 

Bourbon  or  Reunion,  island  in  Indian 
Ocean,  xxiii ;  see  also  Mauritius. 

Bowles,  J.,  Master  Pilot,  dismissed,  396. 

Boyd  (ship),  261. 

Braham,  Philip,  Dy  Governor  of  Fort 
Marlbro’,  236 ;  misconduct,  436-40. 

Brajakumar  Shaw  (Brijoo  Comar),  521. 

Bramston,  William,  Supercargo  at  Canton, 
64,  99,  109,  154. 

Brice,  James,  free  mariner,  104. 

Bridges,  Daniel,  pilot,  pension  to  widow  of, 
396. 

Bridges,  Maj.-Gen.  Thomas,  thanked  by 
Parliament  for  Seringapatam  campaign, 
133,  135. 

Bridgewater  (ship),  275-6,  279. 

Brisk  (barque),  captured,  123,  150,  331, 
366. 

Bristow,  John,  Chairman  of  Seamen/s 
Relief  Committee,  410,  453. 


568 


INDEX 


Campbell,  Peter,  free  mariner,  140. 
Campbell,  Robert,  Agent  in  India  for  the 
Duckenfield  Hall,  221. 

Campbell,  Clark  and  Co.,  395. 

Canal,  bet.  Ganges  and  Hooghly  rivers, 
xxxviii-xxxix,  25,  33,  292,  297. 

Canara,  districts  on  w.  coast  of  India, 
«  administrative  control  transferred  to 
Madras,  161-2. 

Cannanore,  Malabar  Dist.,  Madras,  grain 
for,  394. 

Canning,  Capt,  John,  51  ;  case  re.  accounts, 
31,  59,  115,  196,  231,  245,  294-6,  335,  338, 
500-1  ;  Dy  Master  Attendant,  36,  298  ; 
Owner  and  Commander  of  the  Nonsuch, 
221,  396. 

Cannington,  see  Mannington. 

Cantilo,  John  Linely,  free  mariner,  130. 
Canton,  China,  finances  at,  31-2,  70,  79-80, 
121,  141,  152,  193,  244-5,  268,  283-4, 
324,  345,  346-7,  350,  353-4,  360,  373,  384, 
394-5,  409,  416,  419-20,  427,  444. 

— Select  Committee  of  Supercargoes,  mem¬ 
bers,  14,  64,  98,  109,  128,  153-4,  281,  379. 
Canvas,  57,  337. 

Cape  Comorin,  Travancore,  163. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  153,  220,  260,  276,  282, 
381-2;  botanical  gardens  at,  xxix,  128, 
421,  444  ;  gunpowder  for,  147,  315,  362  ; 
health  resort,  252,  266,  278,  316,  403  ; 
stores  for,  259,  264-5,  415,  423  ;  trade 
restrictions,  311-2,  395. 

— Governor,  see  Macartney,  Lord  ;  Yonge, 
Sir  George. 

Caper  Bus_i,  for  Calcutta,  26. 

Gardiner,  see  Cordiner. 

Carey,  Cornelius,  seeks  relief,  279  ;  note 
on,  549. 

Carnatic  (ship),  126. 

Carnatic,  the,  xxviii. 

Carr,  Rev.  — ,  8  ;  dies,  256. 

Carr,  Dale,  free  mariner,  67. 

Carrington,  C.  E.,  Junior  Counsel  to  E.  I. 

Coy,  resigns,  212,  531. 

Carrington,  George,  free  mariner,  109. 
Castor  (ship),  290,  305,  307,  414. 

Cathcart,  Col.  C.,  398. 

Cator,  William,  139,  453. 

Ceres  (ship);  307. 

Ceylon,  xxv,  276,  315,  327  ;  aid  to,  102, 
287,  381  ;  commerce  and  revenue,  394  ; 
rice  for,  423  ;  salt  from,  503  :  see  also 
Colombo  ;  Trincomalee. 

—Governor,  see  North,  Hon.  Frederick. 
Chaitra  (12th  month  of  Hindu  luni-solar 
year),  273. 

Chambers,  Sir  Robert,  Chief  Justice, 
Supreme  Court,  salary,  109-10. 

Chamier,  J.,  26. 

Champain,  John,  Salt  Agent  at  Tamluk, 
56,  220  ;  Judge  and  Magistrate  of  24- 
Parganas,  239. 

Chandernagore  (schooner),  340;  sold,  63. 
Chandernagore,  abkari  at,  206  ;  judicial 
administration,  521. 

Chandrakona  (Chanderconah),  Midnapore 
Dist.,  Bengal,  7. 

Chapels,  xxxii-xxxiii,  87-8,  279,  375-6  *  see 
also  New  Church, 


Chaplains,  Court’s  instructions  rc.,  xxxii- 
xxxiv,  9,  16-7,  87-9,  256,  264,  279,  359 
375-6. 


Chapman,  Charles,  Salt  Agent  at  Hijili, 
167. 

Chapman,  Robert,  108,  393. 

Charity  School,  funds,  450. 

Charlotte  (yacht),  215. 

Charlton  (shin),  126,  127,  128,  430,  431. 

Charnock,  RoDert,  manager-owner  of  ships 
261,  286,  305,  315,  316,  549. 

Charter,  of  justice,  520. 

Charterparty,  additional  clauses  in,  67-8. 

Charters,  Oswald,  156. 

Charters,  Samuel,  dies,  49 ;  pension  to 
family,  54,  336. 

Charters,  Thomas,  49,  126,  420. 

Chaiiki  (station  of  police  or  customs),  xviii, 
517. 

Cheap,  John,  dues  from,  276. 

Cheap,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Britannia, 
grants  to  heir,  14,  281. 

Chemistry  (Chymistry),  adviser  to  Bd  ot 
Trade  in,  see  Dinwiddie,  Dr  J. 

Cherry,  G.  F.,  Head  Judge,  Benares  Court 
of  Appeal  and  Circuit,  252. 

Chester,  C.,  Asst  to  Commercial  Resdt  at 
Kumarkhali,  387. 

Chester,  George,  writer,  72,  100. 

Chichester  (ship),  221,  246. 

Chief  Engineer,  257. 

Chief  Justice,  of  Supreme  Court,  see 
Anstruther,  Sir  John;  Chambers,  Sir 
Robert ;  Impey,  Sir  Elijah. 

Chilves  (Clives),  Wiliam,  boatswain  of  the 
Ganges,  pension  to,  117,  307,  317,  414, 
415. 


China,  opium  introduced  in,  xix  ;  sugar¬ 
cane  from,  xxix,  124,  332,  418;  plants 
from,  26,  258  ;  remittances  to,  66,  126, 
130,  142,  152,  209,  229,  231,  278,  296,  335, 
442,  528 ;  exchange  rate,  70,  468  ;  ban 
on  powers  of  letters  of  marque  in,  139, 
452  ;  and  passim  ;  see  also  Canton  ;  Tae!. 

Chinese,  the,  xxii,  164,  508. 

Chinsura  (Chinsurah),  horse-racing  at. 
xxxiii-xxxiv ;  taxes  at,  206,  498. 

—Dutch  Director  at,  Titsingh,  I 

Chinsura  Court  of  Justice,  Presdt  of,  see 
Richardson,  Henrv. 

Chisholme,  Charles, 'writer,  108,  156. 

Chite,  see  Chaitra, 


:  X  6  6’  OOQ  ;  sail,  xvil,  10/, 

168,  491,  492,  496,  504,  505,  514,  516, 
519 ;  botanical  garden,  xxix. 

^Salt  Agent,  171,  483  ;  see  also  Cromme- 
hn, —  ;  Harris,  Herbert. 

Chittagong  Diwani  Adalat,  Registrar  of, 
see  Laing,  J.  B. 

Chokies,  see  Chauki. 

Choromandel  Coast,  see  Coromandel  Coast. 

Chunam  (lime),  313. 

Chunar  (Chunarghur,  Chunargur),  Mirza- 
pore  Dist.,  U.P.,  route  to  Rajahmundry 
rrom,  xxxix,  62,  96,  252. 

— Dy  Paymaster,  5ee  Hornby,  N. 

Church  Committee,  xxxii i. 

Chymistry,  see  Chemistry. 

Cinnamon,  xxvii-xxviii,  222,  271,  276. 
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Coromandel  Coast  (Choromandel),  350, 
385  ;  account  of  serpents  on,  xxxix-xl, 
43  ;  plants  from,  26,  248  ;  adalats  at, 
41;  salt  trade,  180,  502;  and  passim; 
see  also  Coast  Salt. 

Coroner  of  Calcutta,  211,  531. 

Cossimbazar,  Murshidabad  Dist.,  Bengal, 
387  ;  chaolains  for,  87,  279, 

Cotton,  packing  machine  for,  55,  218. 

Cotton, — ,  China  remittances  by,  51,  209, 
335,  528. 

Cotton,  John,  Secy,  Bd  of  Trade  in  Salt 
and  Opium  Dept,  179,  239,  458,  494. 

Cotton,  "osepli.  Member,  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  13,  17,  37,  39,  40,  41,  43,  46,  65,  70, 
71,  72,  102,  103,  4  04,  105,  107,  108,  140, 
154,  158,  161,  163,  164,  176,  181,  196, 
205,  212;  suggestions  re.  shipping, 

99- 100. 

Counsell,  Capt.  William,  pension  to  widow, 
62,  160-1,  252,  340. 

Counter, — ,  Third  Asst  at  Penang,  245. 

Court, — ,  on  stationery,  24. 

Court  House,  Calcutta,  new  building  for, 
xxix-xxx,  10,  256-7,  371  ;  see  also 
Supreme  Court. 

Court  of  Directors,  on  salt,  xvii-xviii, 
165-71,  179-81,  182-5  ;  on  opium,  xx,  xxii, 
164,  177-8,  186-7,  192-3;  on  the  Anda¬ 
mans,  xxvii,  52 ;  on  Court  House,  xxix- 
xxx,  74  ;  on  maintenance  of  records,  xxx, 
11,  63-4,  154;  on  writers,  xxxi,  156-8; 
on  morality  of  Coy’s  servants,  xxxiii- 
xxxiv,  16,  87-92  ;  on  shipping,  xxxvii, 
106,  143-4;  on  Ganges-Hooghly  canal, 
xxxviii-xxxix,  25  ;  on  collection  of  in¬ 
formation  re.  India,  xxxix-xli,  95-7  ;  on 
bills  of  exchange,  18,  70,  106,  129  ; 
censure  Fort  Marlbro’  servants,  18, 
110-4;  on  charterparty,  67-8;  orders  re 
furlough,  72  ;  on  outstanding  balances. 
82-5 ;  on  relief  to  merchants,  86  ;  on 
legal  practitioners  and  Supreme  Court. 

100- 1,  210-2;  on  post  and  postage,  103; 
give  thanks  for  successes  in  Mysore  war, 
131-2,  136-7  ;  on  letters  of  marque,  139  ; 
on  customs  and  taxes,  174-5,  194-5,  206  ; 
on  damages  for  American  ships,  203-4  ; 
and  passim. 

— Secret  Committee,  personnel,  16,  46,  73, 
109,  139  ;  and  passim. 

— Secy,  see  Ramsay,  W. 

Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  see  Quarter 
Sessions. 

Court  of  Requests,  Calcutta,  211,  531. 

Courts  of  Justice,  licenses  for  legal  practi¬ 
tioners,  XXXV,  100. 

Covenanted  Servants,  xxxi,  11,156-8;  see 
also  Servants,  E.  I.  Coy’s. 

Covenants,  209,  290,  420, '523,  528  ;  Secy  to 
F.  W.  Bd  to  deal  with,  201-2,  527. 

— Registrar,  49,  234,  237  ;  office  abolished, 
527. 

Coverdale  (ship),  280,  289. 

Coverdale,  John,  free  mariner,  107,  393. 

Cowell,  W.,  Registrar,  Murshidabad  Zillah 
Court,  252  ;  note  on,  546. 

Cowper,  — ,  author  of  Information  respect¬ 
ing  America j  468. 


Cowper,  William,  Member  of  Board,  408, 
411,  412,  426,  427,  428,  432,  434,  451, 
454,  470,  477,  484.  511,  512,  513,  515, 
518,  534. 

Cox,  Lt  Hiram,  21,  48. 

Cox,  R.  W.,  Dy  Accountant  General,  239. 

Craig,  Alexander  Cobham,  writer,  16. 

Craig,  Capt.  M.,  of  the  Queen,  324. 

Crawford,  Capt.  J.  C.,  of  the  Amelia,  221. 

Crawfurd,  Quintin,  free  mariner,  17. 

Creighton,  sec  Udny,  Creighton  &  Grant. 

Crescent  (H.  M.’s  ship),  101,  102,  381,  382. 

Crisp,  B.,  3rd  Judge,  Court  of  Appeal, 
Dacca,  252  ;  note  on,  546. 

CrisD,  John,  Dv  Governor,  Fort  Marlbro’, 
19*  HI,  113, '291,  387. 

Crommelin,  — ,  Salt  Agent  at  Chittagong 
and  Noakhali,  171  ;  rewarded,  167-8, 
459,  473-4. 

Crommelin,  Charles  Russel,  Secy,  F.  W. 
Bd,  159. 

Cuffnclls  (ship),  126,  424. 

Cuming,  George,  Member,  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Supercargoes  at  China,  14,  64, 
98,  109. 

Gumming,  — ,  Registrar,  Rajshahi  Zillah 
Adalat,  240. 

Gumming,  George,  Registrar  and  Asst 
Magistrate  of  Rangpur,  240  ;  Registrar 
and  Asst  Magistrate  of  Shahabad,  285. 

Cunningham,  William,  Registrar,  Dinaj- 
pur  Diwani  Adalat,  247. 

Cunnyngham,  Robert,  Collector  of  Ram- 
garh,  403. 

Currency,  see  Coinage  and  Currency. 

Custom  House,  Calcutta,  462,  509-10. 

— Examiner  and  Appraiser  of  Piece-Goods 
at,  sec  Brown,  J.  T. 

Custom  Master,  1 74,  1  76-7  ;  see  also  Foley, 
G.  R.  ;  Macan,  Turner. 

Customs  and  Excise,  to  meet  expenses  of 
trade  protection,,  xxv,  278-9,  375; 

clauses  in  treaty  with  U.S.A.  re.,  38-9, 
466-7  ;  on  gold,  45,  321  ;  to  meet  Bom¬ 
bay  marine  expenses,  104-5,  392,  510; 
administration  at  Calcutta,  174-5,  176-7, 
255,  475-6,  486-7,  493,  509-11,  515,  518; 
question  of  levy  on  foreigners,  175, 
188-9,  194-5,  476-7,  498-9;  jewels  exemp¬ 
ted  from,  182,  462  ;  amount  of  revenue 
from,  183-4,  465-6,  469,  501,  511-2:  at 
Benares,  184,  464,  501  ;  fixation  of  eX' 
change  rates  for,  1 85,  467-9,  489 ;  on 
indigo,  190,  484,  490-1  ;  on  claret,  191, 
492 ;  at  Penang,  245  ;  cuestion  of  remis¬ 
sion,  477  ;  see  also  Ah  ’zari ;  Taxes. 

— Collector,  see  Collector  of  Customs. 

Cuthbert,  Edward,  writer,  15,  19. 


D,\cc\,  301,  367  ;  mint  at,  9  ;  chaplain  for, 
87,  279 ;  courts  at,  247,  386. 

— Nawab,  see  Muraclud-Daulah. 

Dacca  Court  of  Appeal,  Judge  of,  see 
Crisp,  B. 

Dacca  Jelalpur,  see  Jalalpur. 

Dalhousie  Square,  Calcutta,  xxix. 
Dalrymple, — ,  21. 
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Duncan,  A.,  Collector  of  Benares,  240,  261. 

Duncan,  Jonathan,  Governor  of  Bombav, 
xl,  47,  52,  132-4,  136,  218,  303. 

Dundas,  Henry,  l^resdt,  Board  of  Control, 
XX,  xxiii-xxiv. 

Dunkin,  Sir  William,  399. 

Dunviddie,  see  Dinwiddle. 

Durbar,  see  Murshidabad  Durbar. 

Durbijay  Singh  (Durbetzey  Singh),  397  ; 
note  on,  553. 

Dutch,  the,  xxii,  149,  311-2,  455,  508,  523  ; 
opium  trade  of,  xix ;  settlements  ac¬ 
quired  from,  41  ;  duties  on  trade  of, 
189,  476-7. 

Dutch  East  India  Company,  397. 

Dwarka  Das,  see  Manohar  Das,  Dwarka 
Das,  and  Gopal  Das. 

Earl  camdem  (ship),  146,  361. 

Earl  Fitz  William  (ship),  243,  250,  261. 

Earl  Howe  (ship),  153,  224,  268,  388,  412, 
423-4,  426-9,  511-2. 

Earl  of  Oxford  (ship),  223. 

Earl  Spencer  (ship),  71,  155,  251. 

Earl  Wvco7nhe  (ship),  261. 

East  Indies,  42,  100-1,  130,  135,  406,  466. 

Eastern  Archipelago,  xxix. 

Eastern  Islands,  Malayan  Archipelago,  148, 
363. 

Eastwick,  — ,  dies,  403. 

Eaton,  Maj.  Isaac,  dues  from,  398. 

Edmonstone,  N.  B.,  examiner  in  Hindus¬ 
tani  and  Persian,  447. 

Edmund  Boehm  and  Co,  454. 

Egan,  Charles,  free  mariner,  126. 

Egerton,  William,  Accountant,  Bd  of 
Trade,  239. 

Eliza  (ship),  wrecked,  74,  76, 

Eliza  Anne  (ship),  221,  246. 

Elliot, — ,  escapes  from  New  South  Wales, 
434, 

Elliot,  William  Pearson,  writer,  15,  66-7. 

Elliott,  Charles,  writer,  72,  100  ;  Asst  to 
Commercial  Resdt  at  Cossimbazar,  387. 

Ellis,  William,  miller,  19,  291. 

Ellore,  Kistna  Dist.,  Madras,  62,  252. 

Elphinstone,  Sir  G.  K.,  220  ;  note  on,  542. 

Elphinstone,  John  Fullarton,  Supercargo  at 
Canton,  154. 

Elphinstone,  Hon.  Mountstuart,  writer, 
-9 ;  Asst  to  Registrar,  Benares  City 
Court,  247. 

Elphinstone,  William  Fullarton,  Member, 
Court  of  Directors,  37,  40,  41,  65,  68,  70, 
104,  105,  110,  114,  128,  129,  137,  181,  190, 
205. 

England,  xxix,  46,  250,  271,  328,  332,  341, 
361  ;  treaty  bet.  U.S.A.  and,  38-9,  69  ; 
see  also  Great  Britain. 

English  Language,  Sanskrit-English  and 
Bengali-English  dictionaries,  124,  332, 
418,  554. 

Enterprise  (American  ship),  damages  for 
capture,  204,  207-8,  527. 

Erskine,  Maj.-Gen. — ,  310. 

Esperance  (French  brig),  398. 

Essex  (ship),  165,  202,  275,  281,  282,  283, 
299,  472,  477. 


Estwick,  Willoughby  Bertie,  writer,  45,  67 
321. 

Euridice,  Eurydice  (ship),  126,  190,  352 
358,  364,  368,  369,  370,  389,  419,  490 
491,  492,  496,  499,  528,  530. 

Europa  (ship),  17,  21,  24,  26,  93,  104,  263, 
275,  286,  377,  392. 

Europe  Post  Office,  237. 

Europeans,  the,  22,  201,  209,  528  ;  trade  by, 
xvii,  xxi ;  as  writers,  xxxi,  11,  156-8  : 
churches  and  chaplains  for,  16,  279  ; 
convicts,  21,  432-5 ;  in  Marine  Bd, 
146,  239  ;  in  Coy’s  army,  369. 

Evans,  George,  pensioned,  351. 

Evans,  R.,  Commander  of  La  Virginie,  366. 

Ewer,  John,  writer,  139. 

Ewer,  Walter,  Marine  Paymaster  and 
Naval  Storekeeper,  Bengal,  14,  36,  281, 
298  ;  Commissioner  at  Fort  Marlbro’, 
417,  436. 

Examiner  and  Appraiser  of  Piece-Goods, 
510;  see  also  Brown,  J.  T, 

Exchange  Rates,  70,  467-9,  489  ;  see  also 
Coinage  and  Currency, 

Exeter  (ship),  265,  275-6,  282,  299-300. 

— Captain,  see  Whitford,  Capt.  R. 

Export  Warehouse,  increased  establish¬ 
ment,  95. 

Export-Warehousc-Keeper,  287,  378. 

Eyoo,  see  Gonicto. 

Fairfax,  Samuel,  writer,  71,  100,  365. 

Fairlie  (ship),  xxvii,  238. 

Fairlie, — ,  security  for  James  Hay,  172, 

Fairlie, — ,  Owner  of  the  22 1 . 

Fairlie,  William,  Owner  of  the  Abercromby 
and  the  Warre^i  Hastings,  221. 

Fairlie  and  Co.,  523. 

Fairlie,  Gilmore  and  Co.,  permitted  to 
send  piece-goods  to  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
31 1-2. 

Fairlie,  Reid  and  Co.,  opium  purchasers^ 
178,  457,  493-4. 

Falk,  Robert,  mariner,  405. 

Fallowfield,  Ernest  William,  Member, 
Madras  Council,  72,  365;  note  on,  551. 

False  Bay,  see  Table  Bay. 

Fajta  (Fulta),  24-Parganas  Dist,,  Bengal, 

Fame  (ship),  286. 

Famine,  introduction  of  sago  plant  as  a 
measure  against,  xxvii. 

Farquhar  (Farquar),  Waller,  writer,  19, 
237. 

Farquharson, — ,  payment  to,  202. 

Farrer,  John,  Owner  of  the  Harriet,  221, 

Fauquier,  Francis,  writer,  98,  100. 

Favourite  (ship),  251. 

Fawcett,  see  Bruce,  Fawcett  and  Co. 

Fellowes  (Fellows),  Capt.  W.  D.,  of  the 
Royal  Admiral,  329,  357. 

Fenw'ick,  Cuthbert,  11,  257. 

Fenwick,  Edward,  233  ;  note  on,  543. 

Fergusson,  B.,  exports  goods  to  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  444. 

Fergusson,  Charles  Fordyce,  writer,  19 ; 
Asst  in  Public  Dept,  240. 

Fisher,  John,  free  mariner,  71. 
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238-9,  278-9,  287,  330-1,  337,  361,  366, 
375;  capture  Natal,  112;  lose  influence 
with  Nizam,  131,  133,  134;  duty  on 
trade  ol‘,  188-9,  476-7  ;  squadron  arrives 
on  Coromandel  Coast,  263 ;  exchange 
rate  of  currency  of,  467. 

Friendship  (ship),  309. 

Frushard  and  Laorimandy,  to  export 
spices  to  Englanc,  277  ;  note  on,  549. 

Fryer,  Cornelius,  resigns,  277  ;  to  resume 
duty,  107,  393. 

Fulta,  see  Falta. 


Gale,  Roger,  senior  merchant,  bonds  of, 
106,  393. 

Gall,  Maj.  Laurence,  40,  320. 

Galley,  Edward,  Supclt  of  Northern 
Malabar,  6 ;  refuses  to  be  Justice  of 
the  Peace  at  Bombay,  197,  524. 

Gambling,  in  Calcutta,  xxxiv-xxxv,  88, 
92,  376  ;  see  also  Lotteries 

Gafiges  (pilot  schooner),  117,  120,  307, 
317  ;  burnt,  94,  286,  377. 

Ganges  (ship),  221,  355. 

Ganges  River,  canal  bet.  the  Hooghly 
and,  xxxviii-xxxix,  25,  33,  292,  297. 

Ganjam,  Orissa,  Collector  of,  239. 

Garden  Reach,  suburb  of  Calcutta,  459. 

Gardner,  Alexander,  free  mariner,  46. 

Garo  Hills  (Garrow),  Assam,  people  of, 
97. 

Gascoigne,  Evelvn  John,  free  mariner, 
104.  '  ' 

General  Abercromby  (schooner),  cost  of, 
34. 

General  Bank  of  India,  327. 

General  Goddard  (ship),  106,  275,  281,  283, 
286,  306,  320,  329,  333,  343,  477,  487, 
489. 

General  Hospital,  see  Presidencv  General 
Hospital. 

General  Medows  (ship),  221  ;  compensa¬ 
tion  to  owner,  246. 

General  Treasur)^  see  Treasury. 

Gentoos,  see  Hindus. 

Georgia,  U.S.A.,  BengaFs  exchange  rate 
with,  468-9. 

Georgiana  (packet  ship),  xxv,  66,  73,  76, 
250,  253,  254,  263,  266,  345,  464,  483. 

Gerrard,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Pitt,  312,  313. 

Ghazipur,  U.P.,  386  ;  opium  from,  xix. 

— Magistrate,  see  Rider,  Jacob. 

Gilchrist,  John  Borthwick,  suggestions  to 
Asiatic  Society  by,  xli ;  author  of 
Hindustani  Dictionary  and  the  Oriental 
Linguist,  150,  367  ;  teacher  of  languages, 
152,  385,  431  ;  services  appreciated,  448  ; 
note  on,  551-2. 

Gillespie,  William,  pilot,  81  ;  pension  case, 
273,  388  ;  note  on,  548. 

Gillet  (schooner),  captured  by  the  French, 
xxiv,  337  ;  enquiry  into  loss,  56-7,  238-9. 

Gillon,  John,  3rd  Officer  of  the  Phoenix, 
dismissed,  305-6. 

Gilmore,  Allen,  Commander  of  the  Aber¬ 
cromby,  221. 


Gladwin,  Francis,  author  of  Dissertation 
on  the  Rhetoric,  Prosody,  and  Rhymes 
of  the  Persians,  145,  357  note  on,  551. 

Glass,  Andrew^  free  mariner,  67. 

Glass,  Capt.  Andrew,  Commanding  Officer 
at  Penang,  6. 

Goa,  administrative  control  of  Fort  St 
George  over,  162. 

Goad  (Good),  Samuel  Thomas,  writer,  15 
19. 

Goddard,  see  General  Goddard. 

Goddard,  Thomas,  dues  from,  82,  274  ; 
note  on,  548. 

Golaghar  (Golagore,  Gollagore),  Hooghly 
Dist.,  Bengal,  402  ;  note  on,  548. 

—Commercial  Resdt,  .see  Middleton,  E. 
Pitts. 


Golah  (storehouse  for  grain  or  salt),  519- 
at  Salkhia,  172,  515. 

Gold,  coinage  of,  22-3,  49,  53,  217,  265,  270, 
292,  327,  336,  467  ;  duty  on,  45,  321  ; 
batta  on,  76-9,  372,  400 ;  refining  of, 
236  ;  see  also  Bullion  ;  Specie. 

Golding,  Edward,  writer,  69,  100,  359. 

Gomastah,  see  Gumashtah. 

Gometo,  Gomuti  (Malayan  sago  palm  used 
in  cordage),  149,  39(j. 

Gooch,  Capt.  G.,  of  the  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington,  316. 

Good,  S.  T.,  see  Goad,  S.  T. 

Goodlad,  R.,  on  salt  manufacture,  169 
172,  459-60. 

Goordas,  see  Gurudas. 

Gopal  Das,  see  Manohar  Das,  Dwarka 
Das  and  Gopal  Das. 

Gopal  Das  Harikishan  Das  (Gopaul  Doss 
Hurry  Kishen  Doss,  Gopaul  Doss  Hurry 
Kissen  Doss),  bankers,  to  supply  money 
to  Bombay  Govt,  47,  334. 

Gopaul  Doss  Manoor  Doss  (Gopaul  Doss 
Monohur  Doss,  Gopaul  Doss  Monoor 
Doss,  Gopauldoss  Manordoss),  bankers  of 
Benares,  supply  money  to  Bombay  Govt, 

Gorakhpur  (Goorruckpore),  U.P.,  opium 
from,  457. 

Goreham,  Amherst,  free  mariner,  71. 

Gorton,  William,  writer,  155. 

Gott,  William,  ship-builder,  72,  366. 

Gould,  Blissett  William,  free  mariner,  46. 

Government  House,  Calcutta,  repairs  of 
29,  294.  * 


Governor  General  of  Bengal,  on  agency 
management  of  opium,  xxiii  ;  on  public- 
works,  256-7,  318  ;  visits  Lucknow  and 
U.P.,  282,  303,  322 ;  on  legality  of  Bom¬ 
bay  Counsellors'  resignations,  304 ;  on 
public  co-operation  in  war  against  Tipu, 
422 ;  relieved  of  routine  business,  428  ; 
on  salary  of  Advocate  General,  533  ;  and 
passim  ;  see  also  Clarke,  Lt-Gen.  Sir 
Alured  ;  Cornwallis,  Marquis  ;  Maepher- 
son,  Sir  John  ;  Shore,  Sir  John ;  Welles¬ 
ley,  Richard  Colley. 

—Private  Secy  to,  salary  of,  159. 

Govey,  Robert  Guy,  free  mariner,  67. 

Gowan,  Clothworthy,  writer,  153,  156. 
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Hawkesbury  (ship),  282,  306,  513. 

Hawkins,  Francis,  Judge  and  Magistrate 
of  Purnea,  385. 

Hay  (ship),  xxv. 

Hay,  Edward,  Secy  to  F.  W.  Bd,  3,  48, 
63,  254,  334 ;  Member,  Bd  of  Trade, 
58,  241  ;  ill-health,  119,  316;  dies,  403. 

Hay,  James,  opium  contractor,  172. 

Hay,  Capt.  James,  of-  the  Lord  Macartney, 
305. 

Hayes,  Lt  J„  survey  of  Tasmania  by,  37, 
298  ;  note  on,  538. 

Hayes,  Thomas,  Collector  of  Murshida- 
bad,  386, 

Head  Poddar  (chief  teller),  see  Jagannath 
Bose. 

Head  Surgeon,  Bengal,  220,  240,  405,  410. 

Hemp  and  Flax,  experiments  on,  99,  154, 
248,  380,  404,  409-10. 

Henry  Dundas  (ship),  153,  224,  243,  250, 
261,  389,  410,  458,  522. 

Hepburn,  Capt.—,  pension  to  his  widow, 
227. 

Heroine  (H.M.’s  ship),  120,  302,  313,  317, 
331,  350,  415. 

— Captain,  see  Murray,  Capt.  ]. 

Heron,  Charles,  free  mariner,  46. 

Hesilrege,  A.,  Judge  and  Magistrate  of 
Jessore,  240. 

Heyne,  Benjamin,  surgeon  and  botanist, 
450 ;  note  on,  556. 

Hickey,  Thomas,  painter,  visits  India, 
xxxv-xxxvi,  71,  365. 

Hickey,  William,  on  activities  of  French 
privateers,  xxiii-xxiv  ;  on  horse-racing  in 
Bengal,  xxxiii ;  on  Lord  Wellesley, 
XXXV  ;  on  Thomas  Hickey  as  a  painter, 
xxxvi. 

High  Court  of  Admiralty,  see  Admiralty 
Court. 

Highland  Chief  (ship),  130. 

Hijili  (Hidgeelee,  Flidgelee,  Hidgcllec, 
Hidgelly,  Hidjelee,  Hidjellec),  Midna- 
pore  Dist.,  Bengal,  ajura  system  abolish¬ 
ed  in,  xviii,  463;  salt,  166-7,  459,  491, 
492,  496,  504,  505,  514,  516,  519. 

— Salt  Agent,  see  Chapman,  Charles. 

Hill,—,  in  pilot  service,  gratuity  to,  120, 
317,  415. 

Hill,  Sergt— ,  202. 

Hill  Tribes,  investigations  re.,  96-7. 

Hillary,  James,  154. 

Hills,  William,  free  mariner,  126. 

Hillsborough  (ship),  55,  215,  456. 

Hindostan  (ship),  126. 

Hindu  Law  (Hindoo),  232,  233  ;  note  on, 
544. 

Hindus  (Gentoos),  to»be  instructed  in  Pro¬ 
testant  religion,  xxxi. 

Hindustani  Language  (Hindostanee),  dic¬ 
tionary  of,  150,  367,  551-2;  Coy^s  ser¬ 
vants  instructed  in,  152,  385,  43f,  447-8. 

Historical  View  of  Plans  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  British  India  (John  Bruce),  xl. 

Historiographer,  E.  I.  Coy’s,  xl,  65,  342  ; 
note  on,  540  ;  see  also  Bruce,  John  ; 
Orme,  Robert. 

Hoar,  Thomas,  free  mariner,  71, 


Hoarc,  Lt  J.  G„  surveys  the  Jumna,  33, 
297  ;  note  on,  550. 

Hobart,  Robert,  Lord,  Governor  of  Madras, 
xxix,  3,  41,  42  ;  his  successors,  39,  69,  71, 
141,  209,  350,  359  ;  services  praised,  42-3, 
69,  141,  359;  sails  home,  350. 
Hobzbery,  see  Holzberg. 

Hodgson,  Henry,  writer,  98,  100, 

Hodgson,  W.,  supernumerary  in  Secret 
Dept,  387. 

Hogan, — ,  merchant  at  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  395. 

Hogan,  Capt.  M.,  Owner  of  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  275. 

Holdford,  Brev.-Capt.  Dennett  Montague, 
106. 

Holland,  T.  S.,  Head  Asst,  Revenue  Dept, 
247. 

Flolland,  Thomas,  resigns,  277. 

Holmes,  Joseph,  free  mariner,  67. 

Holt,  Robert,  free  mariner,  46. 

Holt,  Robert,  Supdt  of  Baze-Zamin-Daf tar, 
Bihar,  dues  from,  83,  204-5,  274,  374, 
527. 

Holzberg  (Hobzbery),  Rev.—,  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  for  Promoting  Christian  Know¬ 
ledge,  67,  346. 

Home,  Robert,  xxxv. 

Hooghley,  Hoogley  (schooner),  cost  of 
construction,  34,  297. 

Hooghly  (Hough ley,  Houghly),  Bengal, 
custom  house  at,  175,  195,  499. 

— Collector,  see  Burges,  Y. 

—Judge  and  Magistrate,  see  Brooke, 
Thomas  ;  Bruce,  Hon.  C.  A. 

Hooghly  River,  xxviii  ;  activities  of  Frenc'h 
privateers  in,  xxiii-xxiv,  238-9,  278-9  ; 
proposed  canal  bet.  the  Ganges  and, 
xxxvi ii-xxxix,  25,  33,  292,  297  ;  construc¬ 
tion  of  buoys  and  pyramids  in,  115-6, 
144,  216,  300,  347-8. 

Hope  (ship),  126,  395. 

Hornby,  N.,  Dv  Paymaster  at  Chunar, 
328,  ■  ■  ' 

Horse-racing,  in  Calcutta,  xxxiii-xxxv,  88, 
Horton,  Thomas,  free  mariner,  70. 

Hospital,  for  seamen  at  Penang,  27,  29.^ ; 
sec  also  Insane  Hospital  ;  Native  Hos¬ 
pital  ;  Presidency  General  Hospital. 
Hospital  Board,  228,  230. 

Houghton  (ship),  lOI,  102,  130,  302,  .^07, 
309,  310,  319,  382,  442,  477,  484,  487; 
compensation  to  crew,  14,  19, 

— Captain,  see  Hudson,  Capt.  R. 

House  of  Commons,  resolutions  re.  reli¬ 
gious  instruction  in  India,  xxxi-xxxii ; 
resolution  of  thanks  for  successes  in 
Mysore  War,  1 34-5  ;  ap  Jteciate  Bengal’s 
contributions  to  war  effort,  150. 

House  of  Lords,  resolutions  giving  thanks 
for  successes  in  Mysore  War,  132-4. 
Howell,  Capt.—,  C.  in  C.  of  l^ort  Marlbro’, 
234. 

Howell,  William,  free  mariner,  138, 

Hudson,  James,  writer,  45,  100. 

Hudson,  Cant.  R.,  of  the  Houghton,  re¬ 
warded,  is  281, 

Hunter  (ship),  to  be  seized,  434-5. 
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— Bombay,  33  ;  see  also  Galley,  Edward. 

— Calcutta,  255  ;  on  dangers  from  straw- 
huts,  xxxviii,  525-6  ;  accounts  of,  525  ; 
see  also  Boileau,  Thomas ;  Rothman, 
Charles. 

— ^Fort  Marlbro’,  235-6. 

Karkach  (salt  obtained  by  solar  eva¬ 
poration),  491,  496,  504,  505,  515,  516, 
519. 

Kayali  Dasturi  (customary  fee  paid  to 
weighraan),  174,  475. 

Kazim  Ali  Khan,  Ihtiramud-Daulahj 
brother  of  Mir  Jafar,  allowance  over¬ 
paid,  82,  273. 

Keble,  Page,  dues  from,  398. 

Kedgeree,  see  Khijiri. 

Keeper  of  Records,  see  Supreme  Court, 
Keeper  of  Records. 

Keeper  of  State  Papers,  see  Bruce,  John. 

Keerpoy,  see  Khirpai. 

Keignly,  James  English,  Coy’s  law-suit 
against,  58,  202-3,  207,  521,  527  ;  note  on, 
557. 

Keith,  George  Mouat,  free  mariner,  46,  99. 

Kempt,  Capt.  Francis,  of  the  Lascelles, 
300  ;  dismissed,  149,  366,  405,  541. 

Kendersly,  Watts  &  Co.,  salt  contractors, 
464. 

Kennaway,  Richard,  Member,  Bd  of 
Trade,  resigns,  60  ;  his  services  praised, 
58,  240-1,  247,  338  ;  note  on,  545. 

Kensington  (American  ship),  362. 

Kent  (ship),  154, 

Ker,  Robert,  writer,  60,  248;  Registrar, 
Jalalpur  Diwani  Adalat,  247. 

Kerkutch,  see  Karkach. 

Kew  Gardens,  England,  plants  sent  to, 
xxix,  33,  278,  297. 

Khansamaganj  (Consunnah  Gunge),  Dinaj- 
pur  Dist.,  Bengal,  dak  bet.  Dinajpur  and, 
26. 

Khijiri  (Kedgeree),  Midnapore  Dist.,  Ben¬ 
gal,  xxiv,  xxxviii,  315. 

Khiroai  (Keerpoy),  Midnapore  Dist.,  Ben- 
ga  ,  387  ;  investment  at,  7. 

Kilpatrick,  John,  free  mariner,  130. 

King,  James,  writer,  19 ;  Asst  to  Collector 
of  Jessore,  247  ;  Asst  to  Registrar  and 
2nd  Asst  to  Magistrate  of  Dinajpur 
Diwani  Adalaty  285. 

King,  Thomas,  free  mariner,  104. 

King  George  (ship),  307,  332. 

King’s  Advocate,  see  Advocate,  King  of 
England’s. 

King  in  Council,  England,  30-1,  294. 

Kingston,  William,  Commander  of  the 
Huntetj  434-5. 

Kinlock  (Kinloch),  John,  writer,  41,  100. 

Kirkpatrick,  Lt-Col.  William,  examiner  in 
Hindustani  and  Persian,  447. 

Krishnacharan  Nag  (Kishtno  Chun  Moug, 
Kistno  Churn  Naug),  salt  contract  with, 
171,  474. 

Krishnagar  (Kishenagur),  Nadia  Dist., 
Bengal,  Collector  at,  206. 

Kumarkhali  (Commercolly),  Nadia  Dist 
Bengal,  387. 


— Commercial  Rcsdt,  see  Bechcr,— - ; 

Haselby,  S. ;  Middleton,  E.  P. 

Kunjapur  Khal  (Conjoopee  Creek),  Mid¬ 
napore  Dist.,  Bengal,  to  be  made  navi¬ 
gable,  515. 

Kiirkutchy  Kurrkutchy  see  Karkach. 

Kyally  Dustore,  Kyally  Dustoree,  see 
Kayali  Dasturi. 

Kyd,  Maj.  Alexander,  Supdt  of  the  Anda¬ 
mans,  report  on  Penang  and  the  Anda¬ 
mans,  xxvi,  6,  29,  48,  52,  232,  238,  255, 
537. 

Kyd,  Lt-Col.  Robert,  Supdt  of  Botanical 
Gardens,  Calcutta,  xxvii-xxviii. 


La  Forte  (French  frigate),  366,  424  ;  cap¬ 
tured,  403. 

La  Prudente  (French  frigate),  366. 

La  Sy belle,  La  Sybille,  see  Sybille. 

La  Vengeance  (French  privateer),  captures 
the  Zephyr,  101. 

La  Virginie  (H.  M.’s  ship),  358,  493  ;  Navy 
Bd  to  pay  for  repair,  149,  366. 

Lacam,  Benjamin,  dues  from,  397. 

Laing,  J.  B.,  Asst  to  Midnapore  Collec¬ 
tor,  247  ;  Registrar,  Chittagong  Diwani 
Adalaty  386. 

Laing,  John  William,  Asst  to  Secy,  Bd  of 
Trade  in  Salt  and  Opium  Dept,  252  ; 
Asst  to  Collector  of  Rangpur,  307. 

Lakshmipur  (Luckipore,  Luckypore),  Noa- 
khali  Dist.,  Bengal,  28,  301  ;  reduction 
in  staff  at,  85-6,  278  ;  note  on,  549. 

Lall  (Loll),  sarhangy  13,  258. 

Lambert  (Lumbert),  Capt.~,  property  in 
dispute,  29,  294. 

Lambert  and  Ross,  221,  225,  300,  457. 

Lambton,  Maj.  William,  to  survey  terri¬ 
tories  acquired  from  Tipu,  450  ;  note  on, 
555-6. 

Lansdown  (ship),  59,  245,  450, 

Laprimandy,  see  Frushard  and  Lapri- 
mandy. 

Larkins,  John  Pascal,  writer,  37,  66,  67  ; 
Asst  in  Secret  Dept,  328  ;  Asst  to  Opium 
Agent  in  Bihar,  387-  ^ 

Larkins,  William,  Accountant  General, 
Bengal,  rewarded,  217  ;  note  on,  541. 

Lascars,  57,  259,  442 ;  of  the  Ranger  re¬ 
warded,  XXV,  287  ;  wages  of,  13,  130, 
258  ;  see  also  Batta  Lascars. 

Lascelles  (ship),  24,  116,  149,  290,  300,  305, 
316,  333,  344,  366,  405  ;  out  of  order, 
312. 

— Captain,  see  Kempt,  Capt.  Francis. 

Lamely  Laurell  (ship),  87,  286. 

Law,  practitioners  to  obtain  license,  xxxv, 
100-1,  211,  531  ;  reduction  in  expenses 
of  officers,  211,  531  ;  see  also  Hindu 
Law  ;  Shiahs. 

Law,  _  Mathews,  writer,  45,  100. 

Lawlie  (Lawtie), — ,  claims  on  Coy,  202, 
527.  ^ 

Lawrence,  Lt  J.  R.,  of  the  Brisky  150,  366. 

Layman  (Lemmon),  Capt.  William,  of  the 
Britannia,  misconduct  towards  Raja  of 
Alas,  46,  67,  321,  346. 
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Madeira  Island  (Maderia),  ojff  west  coast 
of  Africa,  exchange  rate  with.  Bengal, 

468. 

Madras  (Madrasapatnam),  chaplains  at, 
xxxiii ;  ships  to  and  from,  52,  54,  104, 
163,  215,  220,  250,  271,  275,  284,  312, 
314,  316,  332  ;  British  residents  at,  135  ; 
salt  from,  166,  171,  180,  188,  194  ;  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  at,  198,  524  ;  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Peace  for,  201  ;  rice  for, 
219,  225,  336  ;  stationery  for,  228  ;  jewels 
from,  462 ;  custom  duties  at,  477  ;  see 
also  Fort  St.  George. 

• — Government  of,  see  Fort  St.  George, 
Government  of. 

Madras  Road,  424;  ships  captured  in,  331, 
366. 

Mahe",  French  settlement  on  Malabar 
Coast,  162-3. 

Mahraed,  see  Muhammad. 

Mahrattah,  see  Maratha. 

Maidman,  Richard,  Resdt  at  Natal,  235. 

Mair, — ,  rice  contract  with,  30-1,  51,  62 
251. 

Malabar  (ship),  45,  401. 

Malabar  Coast,  362  ;  courts  at,  41,  522; 
administrative  control  over,  161-3; 
treasury  at,  342-3,  354. 

— Supdt  of  Northern  Dists  of,  see  Galley, 
Edward. 

Malacca,  in  Malaya,  193. 

Malangi  (place  where  salt  is  made  ;  salt 
manufacturer),  xviii ;  increased  price  of, 
167,  189,  473. 

Malaya,  opium  market,  xxii,  164,  192, 
508  ;  plants  from,  xxvii,  149. 

Malda,  Bengal,  Commercial  Resdt  at, 
403,  480. 

Malet,  Sir  Charles  Warre,  Member, 
Bombay  Council,  303  ;  note  on,  550. 

Maling,  C.S.,  Registrar,  Bhagalpur  Diwani 
Adalatj  386. 

Mallet,  William,  19,  291. 

Maluccas,  see  Molucca  Islands. 

Manila  (Manilla),  Philippine  Islands,  ex¬ 
pedition  against,  106,  312,  393. 

Manjhighat  (Mangee,  Manjee),  near 
Patna,  custom  duties  at,  185-6,  464-6, 

469,  484,  501,  511-2. 

Manning,  Capt.  E.,  of  the  Pitt,  308. 

Mannington,  Philip,  Supdt  of  Penang,  S, 

21,  27  ;  dies,  245. 

Mannington,  Philip,  Second  Asst  at 
Penang,  245 ;  his  salary,  255.  ■ 

Manohar  Das,  Dwarka  Das,  and  Gopal 
Das  (Monohur  Doss,  Dewarka  Doss  and 
Gopaul  Doss),  bankers,  supply  money  to 
Bombay  Govt,  259  ;  note  on,  547-8. 

Manshi'b  (ship),  28,  275,  281,  282-3,  299, 
450,  ^77. 

Manship,  John,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  37,  39,  65,  68,  70,  110,  129,  130, 
135,  137,  138,  140,  158,  161,  163,  181,  196, 
212;  of  Secret  Committee,  16,  46,  108, 
109,  139. 

Manuscripts,  see  Oriental  Manuscripts. 

Marathas  (Mahrattah),  the,  salt  from 
dists  belonging  to,  166-7,  473,  491-2,  496, 


504-5,  515-6,  519;  see  also  Baji  Rao  II; 
Nana  Phadnis. 

Maria  (ship),  280,  284,  286,  289. 

Marine — 

— Bengal,  investigation  by  Committee,  35, 
216,  297  ;  salary  of  crew,  57,  239,  317-8  ; 
accounts  and  expenses,  81,  125,  146-7, 
272,  343,  374  ;  construction  of  buoys  and 
pyramids,  115-6,  300,  347-8,  356,  413; 
ship-construction,  143-4,  355-6,  44f) ; 

experiments  on  hemp,  404,  410 ;  and 
passim  ;  see  also  Naval  Stores  ;  Shipping. 

— ^Bombay,  additional  duty  for  mainten¬ 
ance  of,  104-5,  392,  510. 

— Madras,  placed  under  Bd  of  Trade,  35.  . 

Marine  Board,  Bengal,  Secy  to,  see  Shore, 
John. 

Marine  Paymaster  and  Storekeeper,  Ben¬ 
gal,  216,  258,  407  ;  see  also  Boswell, 
Capt.  Bruce  ;  Ewer,  Walter. 

Marine  Society,  45,  321. 

Marine  Storekeeper,  Penang,  see  Lindsay, 
Capt.  William. 

Marque,  letters  of,  139,  452. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  (ship),  59,  220,  244, 
275,  280. 

— Captain,  see  Richardson,  Capt.  W. ; 
Roberts,  J. 

— Owner,  see  Hogan,  Cant.  M. 

Marquis  of  Lansdown  (snip),  223,  307. 

Marter,  see  Master. 

Martha  (ship),  290;  wrecked,  120,  415; 
allowances  to  commander,  306,  314. 

— Captain,  see  Barnard,  Capt,  T. 

Martin,  J.  H.,  Registrar,  Benares  Provin¬ 
cial  Court  of  Appeal  and  Circuit,  402. 

Martin,  Roger,  writer,  16,  19. 

Martin,  W.  B.,  Resdt  at  Murshidabad 
Durbar,  398. 

Martin,  William  Byam,  junr,  writer,  108-9. 

Mary  (ship),  396. 

Mason,  Rev.  — ,  334  ;  dies,  48. 

Mason,  Charles,  free  mariner,  67. 

Massie,  W.  W.,  Collector  of  Dacca  Jalal- 
pur,  285- 

Master,  Gilbert  Coventry,  writer,  98,  100. 

Master  (Marter),  William,  agent  to  Coy’s 
warehouse,  130,  442. 

Master  Attendant— 

— Bengal,  part  of  his  work  transferred  to 
Master  Builder,  xxxvii,  356  ;  salary  of 
staff,  120,  317-8,  416;  and  passim ;  see 
also  Allen, —  ;  Thornhill,  Cudbert. 

—Fort  Marlbro’,  325. 

— Madras,  see  Taswell,  George. 

— Penang,  160  ;  see  also  Baird,  John  ;  Hall, 
John. 

Master  Builder,  396 ;  office  instituted, 
xxxvii,  356. 

Masulipatam,  Kistna  Dist.,  Madras,  Collec¬ 
tor  of,  354. 

Mauritius  (Isle  of  France),  island  off  south¬ 
east  coast  of  Africa,  xxiii,  398,  406  ; 
exchange  rate  with  Bengal,  467. 

Mayor’s  Court,  Calcutta,  commissions 
addresed  to,  523  ;  accounts  of,  see  Trea¬ 
sury,  statements  re. 

Mechanics,  adviser  to  Bd  of  Trade  in 
subject  of,  see  Dinwiddie,  Dr  J. 
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Muhammad  Danish  (Mahmed),  naib  of 
Ambarabad  zamindar,  12-3. 

Muhammadan  Law,  see  Shiahs. 

Muharrir  (clerk,  writer),  486. 

Mundy,  Henry,  writer,  98,  109. 

Munjeet  (type  of  plant),  experiments  on, 

111. 

Munni  Begam  (Munnee,  Munny),  wife  of 
Mir  Jafar,  230 ;  dues  from,  82,  273 ; 
note  on,  543. 

Munro,  W.  R.,  Head  Surgeon,  Presidency 
General  Hospital,  Bengal,  407. 

Munshi  (writer,  secy),  385,  448. 

Muradud-Daulah  (Morad-ul-Doulah),  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Dacca,  pension  appropriated 
after  death,  32  ;  note  on,  538. 

Murghihatta,  N.  Calcutta,  Portuguese 
church  at,  xxxii. 

Murray,  Capt.  J.,  of  the  Heroine,  120, 
317,  415. 

Murray,  James,  free  mariner,  37. 

Murray,  ^ohn,  free  mariner,  18. 

Murshida^aad  (Moorshedabad),  Bengal,  247, 
385  ;  mint  at,  9  ;  bills  on  treasury  at, 
260,  269,  304,  342,  354,  361,  443-4. 

— Collector,  268,  304,  342  ;  to  pay  Nizamat 
Stipends,  378-9  ;  see  also  Hayes,  Thomas. 

— Judge  and  Magistrate,  see  Becher,  John. 

— Naib  Subah,  see  Gurudas,  Raja. 

Murshidabad  Court  of  Appeal,  Judge  of, 
see  Colebrooke,  Edward;  Pattle,  Thomas. 

Murshidabad  Durbar,  Resdt  at,  82,  273  ; 
see  also  Martin,  W.  B. 

Murshidabad  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal 
and  Circuit,  Asst  Registrar  to,  see 
Salmon,  W.  O. ;  Wynch,  W.  E. 

Murshidabad  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Murshida¬ 
bad. 

Murshidabad  Zillah  Court,  Registrar  of, 
see  Cowell,  W. 

Muscat,  Oman,  restrictions  on  salt  import 
from,  167,  473. 

Myers,  Thomas,  Accountant  General, 
Bengal,  239,  400,  430 ;  Member,  Post 
Office  Committee,  363  ;  resigns,  424. 

Mymensingh  (Momensingh,  Momunsing), 
Bengal,  386. 

— Collector,  see  Bird,  C.  ;  Lc  Gros,  Francis. 

Mymensingh  Diwani  Adalat,  Registrar  to, 
see  Martin,  J.  H. ;  Willcock,  A.  M. 

Mysore  War,  xvii,  395,  419,  422  ;  thanks¬ 
giving  for  successes  in,  132-7,  429  ;  see 
also  Tipu  Sultan. 


Nabakrishna  Deb,  Maharaja,  xxxiii. 
Nadia  (Nuddea),  Bengal,  247. 

— Judge  and  Magistrate,  see  Burges,  E.E. ; 
Oldfield,  Christopher. 

Nadia  Diwani  Adalat,  Registrar  to,  see 
Rattray,  James. 

Nain,  Laurin,  free  mariner,  71. 

Nana  Phadnis,  Peshwa’s  Minister,  dies, 
xvii. 

Nancy  (ship),  52. 

Napaul,  see  Nepal. 

Narayanganj  (Narraingunge),  Dacca  Dist., 
Bengal,  salt  from,  516. 


Nasirul-Mulk  (Nassir-Ul-Moolk),  Nawab  of 
Bengal,  22. 

Natal  (Nattal,),  Sumatra,  ransom  of,  5,  56, 
81,  197,  235,  254  ;  losses  during  French 
capture  of,  18-9,  112,  272,  524. 

— Resdt,  see  Maiclman,  Richard. 

Native  Hospital,  Calcutta,  22,  120,  336, 
339,  390 ;  establishment  of,  10,  227 ; 
funds,  54,  61,  79,  153,  266,  289,  416,  425  ; 
benefits  from,  248,  318;  aid  to,  256; 
note  on,  542. 

Natural  Philosophy,  adviser  to  Bd  of 
Trade  in,  see  Dinwiddie,  Dr  J. 

Nautilus  (ship),  14,  281. 

Naval  Storekeeper*,  143,  266,  313,  329,  331, 
347 ;  duties  transferred  to  Master 
Builder,  xxxvii,  356  ;  see  also  Boswell, 
Capt.  Bruce  ;  Ewer,  Walter. 

Naval  Stores,  117,  124,  216,  329,  331,  337, 
430-4,  418;  for  Penang,  117,  413-4;  sale 
of,  216,  217,  for  Bengal,  307. 

Navy,  of  King  of  England,  362  ;  oayment 
of  bills  by,  95,  120,  149,  153,  331,  355, 
366,  388,  404,  415;  send  stores  to  India, 
140,  160,  453  ;  allowances  to  officers  of, 
345  ;  relief  to  families  of  crew,  425. 

Neilson  (Nelson),  Capt. — ,  sends  cochineal, 
50,  335. 

Nepal  (Napaul,  Ncpaul),  botanical  mission 
to,  61,  227-8,  248. 

New  Church,  Calcutta,  repairs,  318,  416; 
books  for,  357  ;  accounts,  450  ;  note  on, 
554. 

New  England,  U.S.A.,  Bengal’s  exchange 
rate  with,  468,  469. 

New  Guinea,  East  Indies,  Coy  not  to  have 
settlement  on  northeast  coast,  12,  258. 

New  South  Wales,  Australia,  245  ;  ban  on 
export  of  spirits  to,  130,  442;  arrival  in 
India  of  convicts  from,  425,  433,  434-5. 

Newmarket,  England,  xxxiii. 

New  York,  U.S.A.,  Bengal’s  rate  of  ex¬ 
change  with,  468,  469. 

Newspapers,  in  19th  century  Bengal, 
xxxiii;  rules  for  publication,  209- K), 
406,  553-4 ;  see  also  London  Gazelle ; 
Telegraph. 

Newton,  Sir  Isaac,  his  table  of  assay  of 
gold  and  silver  coins,  467. 

Nilmani  Dhar  (Nilnioncy  Dorr),  banian  of 
Capt.  C.  Mitchell,  13.' 

Nizam,  the,  Subsidiary  Alliance  'vith, 
xvii;  peshkash  to,  244,  251,  310,  322. 

Nizamat  Stipends,  227 ;  to  be  paid  by 
Murshidabad  Collector,  378-9;  see  also 
Paymaster  of  Nizamat  Stipends. 

Noakhali  (Belluah,  Belwa,  Bullooah,  Bul- 
wa),  E.  Bengal,  salt  agency,  167-8,  171, 
189,  473-4,  483,  491-2,  496,  504-5,  514, 
516,  519. 

— Salt  Agent,  483,  500  ;  see  also  Croramc- 
lin, — . 

Nonsuch  (ship),  87,  215,  221,  284  ;  reward 
and  allowances  to  crew,  19-20,  146- '7, 
291,  362,  367  ;  establishment  amended, 
146  ;  amount  of  compensation,  246. 

— Captain,  see  Canning,  Capt.  John ; 
Duffin,  Capt.  Robert ;  Gray,  Capt.  T. ; 
Thomas,  Capt.  G. 
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Patton,  Charles,  writer,  98,  109. 

Patton,  James,  writer,  98,  109. 

Pavin,  Peter,  free  mariner,  140. 

Paxton,  Cockerell,  Trail  and  Co.,  28. 

Paxton,  John  William,  writer,  19. 

Paymaster — 

— of  Artillery,  Garrison  and  Ordnance,  see 
Collings,  Leonard. 

— of  Detachment  at  Penang,  28. 

— of  King’s  Army  in  India,  see  Collings, 
Leonard. 

— of  Nizamat  Stipends,  duties  transferred 
to  Murshidabad  Collector,  378-9 ;  see 
also  Pattle,  Thomas. 

Peach,  Samuel,  Supercargo  in  China,  14, 
64,  98,  109,  128,  153-4. 

Pearl  (ship),  accounts  re.,  34,  297. 

Pechell,  Paul  William,  writer,  108,  109. 

Pedang,  see  Padang. 

Pegu,  Burma,  395. 

Peishcush,  see  Peshkash. 

Penang  (Prince  of  Wales  Island),  Malaya, 
convicts  and  stores  from  the  Andamans 
sent  to,  xxvii,  238,  251  ;  spice  trees  for, 
xxix ;  emoluments  of  officials  at,  5,  28, 
229,  445-6  ;  Maj.  Kyd’s  report  on,  6,  29, 
48,  52,  232 ;  hosoital  for  seamen  at,  27, 
293  ;  question  o:  continuance  of  settle¬ 
ment  at,  32,  52-3,  296-7  ;  stores  for,  117, 
307,  413-4  ;  accounts  at,  128,  293-4,  421  ; 
custom  duties  at,  245  ;  marine  at,  330, 
347  ;  Public  Dept  to  deal  with  subject 
of,  341  ;  and  passim. 

— Commanding  Officer,  see  Glass,  Capt. 
Andrew ;  Hamilton,  Capt.  Robert. 

— Judge  and  Magistrate,  see  Dickens, 
John. 

— Lt  Governor,  see  Leith,  Sir  George. 

— Supdt,  141,  272,  289,  350;  salary,  6; 
qualifications,  160  ;  see  also  Light,  Capt. 
Francis  ;  Macdonald,  Maj.  Forbes  Ross  ; 
Mannington,  Philip. 

Pennsylvania  (Pensilvania),  U.S.A.,  Ben¬ 
gal’s  exchange  rate  with,  468,  469. 

Pensions,  36,  62,  227,  317,  330,  335,  336, 
338,  351,  388,  396,  409,  414,  415,  418, 
419,  426,  431,  450,  500  ;  regulations  for 
pilots,  33,  63,  216,  297. 

Pepper,  111,  112,  283,  350,  438-9  ;  from 
“amaica,  26. 

Pergunnahj  see  Pargana. 

Peris, — ,  discoveries  by,  230. 

Perney,  see  Abbotts,  Blanshard  and  Per- 
ney. 

Perreau  and  Palling,  127,  295-6,  351,  500-1. 

Perry,  Thomas,  writer,  139. 

Persian  and  Bengali  TTranslator,  to  Bd  of 
Revenue,  261-2. 

Persian  Gulf,  163. 

Persian  Language,  98 ;  preservation  of 
mss.  in,  96  ;  Gladwin’s  dissertation  on, 
145,  357,  551  ;  study  by  Coy’s  servants, 
152,  385,  447. 

Persian  Translator,  7,  247,  255,  381,  387. 

Peshkash  (offering  or  tribute  paid  to  great 
man  or  to  govt),  244,  251,  310,  322. 

Peters,  John,  Chief  Mate  of  the  Mary,  396 

Petrie,  John,  398. 


Phillips,  William  Edward,  Secy  to  Lt 
Governor  of  Penang,  445. 

Phoenix  (ship),  39,  290,  299,  305-6,  345,  349, 
355,  490,  528. 

Piece-goods,  311-2,  314  ;  see  also  Examiner 
and  Appraiser  of  Piece-Goods. 

Piercy,  Capt. — ,  dispute  bet.  Raja  of  Telu- 
samawe  and,  330. 

Pigou,  Thomas,  Senr  Asst  at  Penang,  dies, 
59,  245  ;  note  on,  546. 

Pilot  Service,  construction  of  vessels  for, 
xxxvii,  286-7,  355-6  ;  regulations  for,  33, 
63,  123,  150,  216,  297,  366,  417,  446  ;  see 
also  Shipping. 

Pitt  (ship),  20,  39,  234,  290,  305,  307,  308, 
312-3. 

Place,  George,  painter,  xxxvi,  45,  99,  380. 

Plants  and  Seeds,  xxvii,  26,  61,  149,  153, 
222,  227-8,  231,  258,  363,  390,  418,  444; 
Dr  Roxburgh’s  research  re.,  xxix,  61, 
331,  375 ;  for  Kew  Gardens,  33,  278,  297  ; 
for  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  421,  444. 

Plants  of  the  Coast  of  Coromandel  (Dr 
William  Roxburgh),  154,  431,  540. 

Plowden,  Henry  Chicheley,  writer,  127,  420. 

Plowden,  Richard  Chicheley,  writer,  71, 
100,  101,  127,  381  ;  note  on,  553. 

Poddar  (money  changer  or  teller  under 
shroff),  121  ;  see  also  Jagannath  Bose. 

Police,  of  Calcutta,  231  ;  funds  and 
accounts,  7,  197,  199,  237,  255,  425,  525  ; 
regulation  of,  211,  520,  5M. 

— Supdt,  see  Mills,  John  ;  Motte,  Thomas. 

Poneficherry,  xxiii,  153. 

Poolo  Penang,  see  Pulo  Penang. 

Poona  (Poonah),  Resdt  at,  304,  310,  311 

Popham,  Maj.  Gen.  William,  thanked  for 
Seringapatam  campaign,  133,  135, 

Poplar  Hospital,  E.  London,  100. 

Porcher  and  Redhead,  166,  473. 

Port  Cornwallis  (old  name  of  Port  Blair), 
Andaman  Islands,  settlement  broken  up, 
xxvi,  xxvii,  238. 

Portugal,  exchange  rate  of  currency  of, 
468. 

Portuguese,  the,  ecclesiastical  establish¬ 
ment  for,  xxxi-xxxii,  16. 

Post  and  Postage,  153  ;  bet.  Dinajpur  and 
Khansamaganj,  26  ;  overland  dispatches, 
52,  103,  382;  revenue  from,  147-8,  363, 
388-9,  ■  449 ;  dak  bearers,  233 ;  for 
Europe,  237. 

Post  Master  General,  148,  357  ;  salary  of, 
233. 

Potatoes,  Marine  Bd’s  experiments  on, 
404. 

Pote,  E.E.,  resigns,  430. 

Pott,  Robert  Percival,  pension  to  widow  of, 
58,  227,  241-2,  388  ;  note  on,  545. 

Potts,  William  Percival,  writer,  72,  109 ; 
Asst  to  Secy,  Bd  of  Trade,  387. 

Powell,  Richard  Joseph,  writer,  137,  156. 

Powney  (Pouney),  ITiomas,  writer,  100; 
Asst  to  Collector  of  Chittagong,  386. 

Prendergrast,  Michael  George,  law-suit 
against,  534. 

Presidency  General  Hospital,  Head  Sur¬ 
geon  at,  see  Munro,  W.  R. 

Press,  see  Newspapers. 
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Rees,  John  Mitford,  writer,  19. 

Rees,  N.,  Asst  to  Collector  of  Rajshahi, 
239  ;  Junr  Asst  to  Collector  of  Burdwan, 
240. 

Registrar  of  Covenants,  see  Covenants. 

Regulating  Act,  198. 

Reid,  Andrew  Gildart,  writer,  137,  156. 

Reid  (Reed),  Capt.  John,  of  the  Princess 
Royal,  221,  260. 

Reid,  see  also  Fairlie,  Reid  and  Co. 

Religion,  Coy’s  religious  policy,  xxxi- 
XXXV ;  see  also  Chapels ;  Chaplains ; 
Protestants ;  Sabbath  ;  Society  for  Pro¬ 
moting  Christian  Knowledge. 

Rennell,  Maj.  James,  geographer,  33,  62, 
340  ;  opinion  re.  Ganges-Hooghly  canal, 
xxxviii-xxxix,  25,  292  ;  note  on,  550. 

Rennell,  William,  writer,  108-9. 

Reporter  of  External  Commerce,  staff  for, 
^86  ;  see  also  Brown,  T. 

Revenue,  399-400 ;  co.lectors  of,  206, 
261,  372  ;  see  also  Customs  and  Excise  ; 
Opium ;  Salt. 

Revenue  Department,  to  deal  with  subject 
of  coinage,  23,  292. 

— Sub-Secv,  see  Barlow,  G.  H. ;  Tucker, 
H.  St.  G. 

Rice,  221,  260  ;  contract  with  Mair,  30-1, 
51,  62,  251;  for  St  Helena,  55,  219-20; 
for  Madras,  55,  219,  225,  336,  422, 
442-3  ;  details  re.  Bombay  contract,  219  ; 
for  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  395  ;  for  Bom- 
'  bay  and  Ceylon,  423. 

Richardson,  Capt.  D.  T.,  308. 

Richardson,  Henry,  Presdt,  Chinsura  Court 
of  Justice,  399, 

Richardson,  John,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
dies,  49. 

Richardson,  John,  Asst  to  Registrar  and 
2nd  Asst  to  Magistrate  of  Saran,  239-40. 

Richardon,  Robert,  writer,  17,  66-7. 

Richardson,  Capt.  W.,  of  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  275. 

Ricketts,  C.  M.,  Asst  to  Commercial  Resdt 
at  Dacca,  367. 

Ricketts,  George  Poyntz,  Collector  of  24- 
Parganas,  402. 

Rider,  Jacob,  Magistrate  of  Ghazipur,  cri¬ 
ticised  in  The  Telegraph,  529. 

Rider,  John,  79 ;  resigns,  266  ;  to  resume 
service,  71,  365. 

Ringaltaube  (Ringeltanble,  Ringeltaube, 
Ringletaub),  Rev.  W.  T,,  of  the  Society 
for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  67, 
104,  346,  392. 

Rio  De  Janeiro  (Rio  Janerio),  Brazil,  50. 

Rishra  (Rishera),  Hooghly  Dist.,  Bengal, 
experiments  on  hemp  at,  409-10. 

Rivett,  James,  Member,  Bombay  Council, 
303  ;  note  on,  550. 

Robarts,  Abraham,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  13,  15,  18,  40,  41,  108,  129, 
130,  135,  137,  138,  154,  158,  161,  196, 
212. 

Robarts,  George  James,  writer,  137,  156. 

Roberdeau,  Isaac  Henry  Townley,  writer, 
108-9. 

Roberts,  ^ .,  Commander  of  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  275. 


Roberts,  John,  Member,  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  13,  17,  18,  37,  39,  40,  41,  43,  46,  70 
71,  72,  103,  104,  105,  107,  108,  140,  158, 
164,  176,  196,  205,  212;  of  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee,  16,  46,  73,  139. 

Roberts,  John  William,  Supercargo  at 
Canton,  14,  64,  99,  109,  154, 

Robertson,  Capt.  G.,  of  the  Berrington,  259. 

Robertson,  Robert  Henrv,  free  mariner, 
161. 

Robertson,  William,  free  mariner,  130. 

Robinson,  Gervas,  45. 

Robinson,  fohn,  seaman,  disabled,  407. 

Robson,  Joan,  free  mariner,  71. 

Rockingham  (shin),  282. 

Rodrigo,  Michae.,  pension  to,  450  ;  note 
on,  556. 

Roebuck  and  Abbott,  salt  dealers,  171, 
181,  474,  494-5,  502,  513-4. 

Roebuck  (Roebuck),  Ebenezer,  free  mari¬ 
ner,  17,  138. 

Romain,  Capt. — ,  of  the  Superb,  221. 

Komaiiie,  Capt.  George,  of  the  Cornzmlhs, 
payment  to,  153,  453. 

Rooke,  Capt.  Edward,  399. 

Roper,  Lt — ,  of  Bombay  Marine,  rewarded, 
14-5,  281. 

Rose  (shvi),  10,  235,  302,  309,  310,  319,  320, 
322,  33'2,  426,  427,  428,  432,  441,  477- 
484,  487,  512,  513,  515,  516. 

Ross,  Alexander,  writer,  19;  Asst  in  Reve¬ 
nue  and  Judicial  Dept,  240 ;  see  also 
Lambert  and  Ross. 

Rothman,  Charles,  gratuity  to,  34  ;  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  Calcutta,  522. 

Rotton,  Capt.  John,  Commandant  at  Fort 
Marlbro’,  dies,  48. 

Routledge,  John,  Offg  Collector  of  Bena¬ 
res,  240,  261. 

Row  Uldien  Hussein  Cawn,  Rowal  dien 
Hassun  Cown,  .vee  Ruhud-Din  Husain 
Khan. 

Rowannah,  see  Rawana. 

Roxburgh,  William,  Junr,  son  of  Dr  Rox¬ 
burgh,  to  assist  bis  father  in  botanical 
researches,  139,  452-3. 

Roxburgh,  Dr  William,  Supdt,  Calcutta 
Botanical  Gardens,  12,  26,  50,  .58,  61,  86, 

1  18,  225-6,  230-1,  242,  248,  262,  292-3, 
308,  331,  335,  339,  375,  414,  449;  his 
career,  xxviii-xxix  ;  ill-health,  124,  278, 
332;  assistance  by  his  son,  139,  452-3; 
note  on,  542. 

Royal  Admiral  (ship),  145,  168,  290,  305, 
312,  357,  462. 

“-Third  Officer,  see  Venner,  S,  J. 

Royal  Charlotte  (ship),  126,  221,  246  ; 
blown  up,  xxxviii,  315. 

— Captain,  see  Greenway,  Capt.  W. ; 
Smith,  Capt.  W.  L. 

Royal  Garden,  see  Kew  Gardens. 

Royds, — ,  Judge  of  Supreme  Court,  salary 
of,  209,  527-8. 

Roymungul,  see  Raimangal. 

Ruhud-Din  Husain  Khan  (Row  Uldien 
Hussein  Cawn,  Rowal  dien  Hassun 
Cown),  dues  from,  82,  273-4. 

Rum,  for  St  Helena,  55,  219-20,  261. 

Rumbold,  Sir  George,  40,  320. 
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Scott,  William,  writer,  64,  67  ;  to  proceed 
to  Penang,  139,  453 ;  Asst  in  Secret 
Dent,  387. 

Scottish  Hospital,  London,  subscriptions 
for,  425. 

Sea  Horse  (sloop),  398. 

Sealy,  Cudbert,  writer,  16. 

Sealy,  John  Nathaniel,  writer,  72,  100,  365. 

Sealy,  William  Henry,  writer,  72,  109; 
Supernumerary  in  Public  Dept,^  387. 

Seamen,  regulations  re.,  93,  285-6,  377  ; 
welfare  of,  405 ;  see  also  Committee  of 
Subscribers  for  Relief  of  Seamen  and 
Soldiers. 

Secret  Committee,  see  Court  of  Directors, 
Secret  Committee. 

Secret  Department,  arrival  time  of  over¬ 
land  dispatches  in,  52  ;  to  deal  with  sub¬ 
ject  of  American  treaty,  298  ;  measures 
to  raise  money  recorded  in,  321  ;  assts 
in,  328,  387  ;  retrenchments  in,  408  ;  and 
passim. 

Secretary,  see  Fort  William  Board,  Secy. 

Seeds,  see  Plants  and  Seeds. 

Select  Committee  of  Supercargoes  in 
China,  see  Canton,  Select  Committee  of 
Supercargoes. 

Seragee-ul-Dowlah,  see  Sirajud-Daulah. 

Serampore  (Fredericksnagore),  Hooghly 
Dist.,  Bengal,  xxiv  ;  customs  duties  at, 
195,  477,  498-9  ;  foreign  ships  at,  405. 

Sevang,  see  Sarhang. 

Seringapatam,  Mysore,  fall  of,  xvii,  131  ; 
Hickey’s  paintings  of,  xxxvi. 

Serpents^  321  ;  Dr  Russell’s  monograph 
on,  xxxix-xl,  43-5. 

Serun,  see  Saran. 

Servants,  E.  I.  Coys’,  private  trade,  xvii- 
xviii,  xix ;  morals  and  character,  xxxi- 
XXXV,  88-92,  151,  376;  reduction  in 
strength  of  uncovenanted  Europeans, 
xxxi,  156-8;  at  Penang,  28;  up-to-date 
lists  of,  65,  342  ;  Court  to  be  informed 
of  retirement  details,  72,  365 ;  regula¬ 
tions  re.  passage  money,  100,  380  ;  at 
Fort  Marlbro’,  110,  291,  326-7  ;  retrench¬ 
ments,  118,  158,  408,  414;  responsibility 
for  cash,  121,  416 ;  study  Hindustani 
and  Persian,  152,  385,  431,  447-8;  assts 
to  salt  agents  to  be  selected  from,  169, 
474 ;  appointments,  resignations,  trans¬ 
fers,  220,  239,  247,  252,  261-2,  266,  276-7, 
284-5,  301,  307,  316-7,  328-9,  367,  385-7, 
402-3,  423-4,  430,  446-7  ;  see  also  Writers. 

Seton,  Andrew,  Commercial  Resdt  at 
Harial,  328. 

Seton,  D.,  Head  Asst  to  Sub-Secy  in  Pub¬ 
lic  Dept,  240. 

Seton,  D.,  Offg  Member,  Bombay  Council, 
27. 

Seton,  James,  free  mariner,  104  . 

Sever,  William  Cropton,  Commander  of 
the  Lion,  124,  331. 

Shahabad,  Bihar,  opium  from,  485. 

— ^Registrar  and  Asst  Magistrate,  see  Cum- 
ming,  George. 

Shaikh  Husain  (Sake  Ausseen,  Shaik 
Hussein),  172,  475. 


Shakespear,  C.,  Vv^ritcr,  247  ;  Collector  of 
Customs,  Benares,  261. 

Shanscrit,  see  Sanskrit. 

Shawl  Coats,  for  England,  26. 

Sherer,  John  Walter,  writer,  72,  100;  Asst 
in  Accountant  General’s  office,  387. 

Sherghati  Balaghat  (Slieergatty,  Shcr- 
gauty),  Gaya  Dist.,  Bihar,  83,  *274. 

Sheriff  of  Calcutta,  office  of,  staff,  8 ; 
abuses  in,  210,  531  ;  see  also  Ball,  L, 

Shiahs  (Sheeas),  translation  of  Jones’  work 
on  doctrines  of,  125,  343-4,  419,  555. 

Shipping,  activities  of  French  privateers 
and  defence  measures,  xxiii-xxv,  57,  86-7, 
150,  238-9,  263,  278-9,  330-1,  337,  361, 
366,  375 ;  rules  re.  passengers  and 
passage  money,  xxxv,  39,  100,  107,  380, 
393 ;  ship-building,  xxxvii,  94,  143-4, 
286-7,  355-6,  377,  446,  502;  payments 
and  rewards,  14,  94,  106,  189,  246,  275, 
287,  304-6,  313-4,  316,  329,  362,  453-4; 
clauses  in  Anglo-U.S.  treaty  rc.,  38-9, 
406,  466-7,  523  ;  freightage  and  tonnage, 
97-8,  220-2,  246,  250-1,  261,  265-6,  271, 
276,  282-3,  284,  299-300  ;  anchors,  128; 
Indians  to  be  trained  on  men-of-war, 
146 ;  pilotage,  147,  362 ;  details  of 
movements  etc.,  215-6,  245,  259,  307, 
312,  378,  513  ;  insurance  of  ships  carry¬ 
ing  gunpowder,  315  ;  see  also  Charter- 
party  ;  Indiamen  ;  Marine  ;  Marque  ; 
Naval  Stores ;  Navy ;  Pilot  Service  ; 
Schooners  ;  Seamen. 

— Agent  for  Loading  and  Unloading,  see 
Jackson,  Gregory. 

— Committee  of  Secrecy  for,  see  Court  of 
Directors,  Secret  Committee. 

Shirroff  (Shutt),  Charles,  miniature  paint¬ 
er,  15,  281. 

Shore,  John,  Secy,  Alarine  Bd,  Bengal,  94, 
287,  298,  377. 

Shore,  Sir  John  (Lord  Teignmouth),  Gover¬ 
nor  General,  xvii,  17,  349,  470,  533  ;  on 
opium,  xxi,  177;  on  French  privateers, 
xxiii,  xxiv  ;  on  religion  in  Bengal,  xxxii ; 
ill-health,  41,  69  ;  his  services  praised, 
42,  141  ;  resigns,  142,  353,  359  ;  on  salt, 
180-1. 

Shouldham,  Edward,  pilot,  inquiry  into 
conduct  for  loss  of  the  Qillet,  56-7, 
238-9. 

Shroffs,  see  Sarrafs. 

Shujaud-Daulah,  Nawab  Vazir  of  Oudh, 
xix. 

Shutt,  see  Shirroff. 

Sicca  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Sikka. 

Silver,  exchange  rate,  22-3,  400,  430-1,  467 ; 
coinage  of,  53,  336  ;  scarcity  of,  236  ;  for 
Bombay,  442 ;  for  use  of  Salt  Dept,  460. 

Sime,  Rofcert,.  free  mariner,  17. 

Simpson,  James  Archibald,  barrister,  45. 

Simson,  Capt.  G.,  of  the  Fort  William,  275. 

Sinclair,  George,  Supdt  of  Agricultural 
Experiments  in  Hemp  and  Flax,  99,  154, 
380,  409 ;  dies,  404. 

Sinclair,  Sir  John,  Presdt,  Bd  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  England,  61,  118,  339,  414. 

Sinclair,  Robert,  see  Sinclair,  George. 

Sind  (Scindy),  trade  with,  163. 
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Sun  Sicca,  see  Rupee,  San  Sikka, 

Superb  (ship),  70,  221. 

Supercargoes  at  Canton,  see  Canton. 

Suoerintendent  of  Bazar  Duties,  see  Pattle, 
Richard. 

Supreme  Court,  Calcutta,  new  building 
for,  10,  74 ;  license  for  practice  in,  100-1, 
380  ;  case  re.  American  shius,  203-4, 
207-8  ;  revised  establishment  :or,  210-2, 
530-1  *,  also  Court  House. 

— Accounts,  see  Treasury,  statements  re. 

—Chief  Justice,  see  Anstruther,  Sir  John  ; 
Chambers,  Sir  Robert ;  Impey,  Sir 
Elijah.  . 

— Judge,  see  Royds, — ;  Watson,  Sir  James. 

— Keeper  of  Records,  allowances  to,  10, 
256. 

Surat,  Bombay,  commercial  importance, 
163  ;  financial  transactions,  304,  311,  354, 
361,  430  ;  ship-building,  502. 

Surat  Castle  (ship),  52,  55,  130,  218. 

Surat  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Surat. 

Surgeons,  28  ;  see  also  Assistant  Surgeons  ; 
Head  Surgeon. 

Surprize  (ship),  245,  251,  255  ;  repairs, 
335-6. 

Survey,  of  Tasmania,  37  ;  of  territory  ac¬ 
quired  from  Tipu,  449-50. 

Surveyor  General,  Bengal,  56,  222  ,*  on 
proposed  Hooghly-Ganges  canal,  xxxix, 
25,  292  ;  purchase  of  instrument  for,  26, 
292  ;  see  also  Colebrooke,  R.  H. 

Siisanah  Magueritta  (French  snow),  399. 

Swallow  (packet),  52,  61,  250,  254. 

Swamy  Pagoda  (coin  formerly  current  at 
Madras),  exchange  rate,  468. 

Sweedland,  Charles,  resigns,  447. 

Swettenham,  William  Toone,  writer,  139, 
156;  cavalry  cadet,  140,  453. 

Swinton,  Samuel,  Asst  in  Import  Ware¬ 
house,  385. 

Sybille  (H.M.’s  ship),  153,  382,  388,  404, 
’  424  ;  captures  La  Forte,  403. 

Sylhet  Diwani  Adalat,  Registrar  to,  see 
"Morgan,  James. 

Symes,  Capt,  Michael,  services  rewarded, 
69,  359 ;  embassy  to  Ava,  262,  540. 


T^ble  Bay,  South  Africa,  excluded  from 
Coy’s  monopoly  in  trade,  259. 

Tael  (Chinese  coin),  268  ;  note  on,  548 ; 
and  passim. 

Tallow  Tree,  11. 

Tamluk,  Midnapore  Dist.,  Bengal,  ajura 
system  abolished  in,  xviii,  463  ;  salt,  459, 
491-2,  496,  504-5,  514,  516,  519. 

— Salt  Agent,  see  Champain,  John  ;  Dent, 
William. 

Tandel  (petty  officer  on  board  ship),  13, 
258,  287,  405. 

Tanjore,  Madras,  Raja  of,  69, 

Tapham  (Tatham),  John,  attorney,  67,  346. 

Tasmania  (Van  Diemen’s  Land),  surveyed 
by  Lt  Hayes,  37. 

Taswell,  George,  Master  •  Attendant  at 
Madras,  17,  36,  50,  287,  290,  298. 


Tatcm,  George,  Member,  Court  o£  Direc¬ 
tors,  13,  15,  17,  18,  37,  39,  40,  43,  102, 
103,  104,  105,  107,  108,  110,  114,  128, 

129,  130,  135,  137,  140,  154,  158,  161, 

163,  164,  176,  196,  205,  212  ;  of  Secret 

Committee,  73,  108,  139. 

Taunton  Castle  (ship),  126. 

Taxes,  on  liquor,  6  ;  at  Penang,  53  ;  on 
exports  and  imports,  87  ;  for  road-main¬ 
tenance,  520,  524 ;  see  also  Abkari ; 

Customs  and  Excise  ;  Kayali  Dastiiri. 

— Collector,  see  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Tavlor,  Charles,  Asst  to  Commercial  Resdt 
iit  Patna,  dies,  93,  285  ;  note  on,  549. 

Tavlor,  James,  free  mariner,  99. 

Taylor,  S.  M.,  Asst  to  Resdt  at  Lucknow,  ' 
dies,  150,  367. 

Tea  Plant,  12. 

Teak,  xxix,  61,  124,  230-1,  248,  332,  418. 

Teignmouth,  Lord,  see  Shore,  Sir  John, 

Telegraph  (newspaper),  criticism  of  official 
conduct  in,  529. 

Tellicherry  (ship),  290,  300,  406. 

Tellicherry,  Malabar  Dist.,  Madras,  rice 
from,  55,  219,  336  ;  grain  for,  394 ; 
administration  of  justice,  522. 

Telusamawe  (Tellasamov),  Sumatra,  Raja 
of,  330. 

Terhoof, — ,  Dutch  Chief  of  Padang,  81, 
272,  373. 

Terney,  Benjamin,  seaman,  330. 

Thackeray,  Richard,  writer,  346  ;  Asst  to 
Collector  of  Midnapore,  386. 

Thackeray,  Richmond,  writer,  41,  67,  100-i. 

Thames  River,  299. 

Thellusson,  G.  W.,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  40,  41,  43,  72,  110,  114,  128, 
129,  138,  154,  158,  161,  181,  196,  212. 

Thetis  (ship),  xxix,  19,  85,  160,  234,  275-6, 
278,  375,  381,  389. 

Thomas  (ship),  116,  284,  286,  301  ;  captur¬ 
ed,  XXV,  3.4-5. 

— Captain,  see  Willoughby,  Capt,  W,  M. 

Thomas,  Capt.  G.,  of’  the  Nonsuch, 
removed  from  command,  123,  329-30. 

Thomas,  Joseph,  138. 

Thompson,  George,  Judge  and  Magistrate 
of  Burdwan,  385. 

Thomson  (Thompson),  Capt.  J.,  of  the 
Lion,  305;  dies,  124,  331, 

Thomson,  W.,  Chief  Mate  of  the  Wood- 
cot,  59. 

Thornhill, — ,  Asst  at  Lakshmipur,  28. 

Thornhill,  Cudbert,  407  ;  Master  Attend¬ 
ant,  Bengal,  36. 

Thornhill,  John,  153 ;  Sub-Secy,  Mily 
Dept,  240 ;  Collector  of  24-Parganas, 
resigns,  402. 

Thornhill,  Thomas,  writer,  60,  248  ;  Offg 
■  Registrar,  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal 
and  Circuit  at  Benares,  386 ;  Registrar, 
Purnea  Diwani  Adalat,  402. 

Thornton,  Robert,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  13,  15,  37,  46,  65,  70,  71,  102, 
103,  108,  140,  158,  163,  164,  196,  205, 
212. 

Thornton,  William,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  138,  154,  158,  161,  163,  196, 
212. 
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Venner,  Capt.  Corbyn  Morris,  of  the  Wal¬ 
pole,  160. 

Venner,  S.  J.,  Third  Officer  of  the  Royal 
Admiral,  329  ;  note  on,  550. 

Vice-President  and  Deouty  Governor  of 
Bengal,  see  Fort  WiLiani  Board,  Vice- 
Presdt  and  Dy  Governor. 

Vienna,  Austria,  xxxvi,  127,  420;  over¬ 
land  dispatches  through,  103,  382. 

Viper  (snow),  217. 

Virginia,  TJ.S.A.,  Bengal’s  exchange  rate 
with,  469. 


WvDDEL,  A.,  supervises  ship-construction, 
143-4,  356. 

Walker,  Alexander,  free  mariner,  40. 

Walker,  Capt.  J.,  of  the  Ariadne,  drowned, 
316.  .  . 

Walker,  Maj.  Richard,  bonds  held  by,  40 /.\ 

Walpole  (ship),  160. 

Walter  Boyd  (ship),  290,  305,  313. 

— Captain,  see  Macullock,  Capt.  J.  M. 

Walton,  Thomas,  executor  of  Roger  Gale, 
106. 

Wanchape  (Wanchope),  John,  writer,  137, 
156. 

Ward,  Rev.  James,  chaplain  for  Bengal, 
70,  359. 

Warehouse,  clearing  agents  for,  130,  442. 

Waring, — ,  proficiency  in  Hindustani,  447. 

Warley  (ship),  ^  1 26. 

Warren  (ship),  406. 

Warren  Hastings  (ship),  98,  221,  231,  246. 

Waters  (Watters), — ,  purchaser  of  Bentee- 
rin  plantation,  80,  272,  334,  373. 

Watson, — ,  Master  of  the  Gillet,  xxiv. 

Watson,  Lady — ,  petition  for  relief,  75-6, 
262. 

Watson,  Edward,  writer,  19  ;  Asst  to 
Registrar  and  2nd  Asst  to  Magistrate  of 
Murshidabad,  247. 

Watson,  Sir  James,  Judge  of  Supreme 
Court,  dies,  522 ;  note  on,  557. 

Watson,  Robert,  seaman,  410, 

Watson,  Thomas,  pensioned,  388. 

Watts,  M.  W.,  writer,  379. 

Watts,  William,  writer,  67,  98,  100  ;  Asst 
to  Registrar,  Dacca  Jalalpur  Diwani 
Adalat,  386. 

Webb,  Edward,  writer,  19 ;  Asst  to  Regis¬ 
trar,  Sadr  Diwani  Adalat,  240  ;  Asst 
Collector  of  Dinajpur,  262. 

Webb,  John,  resigns,  22. 

Welladvice,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Barwell, 

68. 

Wellesley  (ship),  140. 

Wellesley,  Hon.  Henry,  Private  Secy  to 
Marquis  Wellesley,  155,  159-60. 

Wellesley,  Richard  Colley,  Marquis, 
Governor  General  (Earl  of  Mornington), 
xvii,  68-9,  102,  142,  353,  359,  381,  426-8, 
432,  451,  454,  513,  515,  518-9,  534;  his 
mode  of  living,  xxxv ;  Hickey’s  painting 
of,  xxxvi ;  reduces  establishmept,  1 1 8, 
151  ;  thanked  for  services  during  My¬ 
sore  War,  131-4,  136;  arrives  in  India, 


145,  360 ;  goes  to  Madras,  382  ;  takes 
charge  of  Madras  Govt,  394  ;  returns  to 
Calcutta,  412. 

Wemyss,  James,  writer,  37,  67. 

West  Coast  (probably  of  Sumatra),  27, 

West  Indies,  135,  279. 

Wheat,  260. 

Wheler,-— ,  xxxiii. 

Whitehill,  Stephen,  Member,  Bombay 
Council,  116,  303-4,  413. 

Whitford  (Whilford),  Capt.  Richard,  of 
the  Exeter,  265,  275-6. 

Wilberforce,  William,  resolutions  for 
India  Bill,  xxxi-xxxii. 

Wilford,  Lt  Francis,  articles  in  Asiatic 
Researches  by,  237  ;  note  on,  544, 

Wilkinson,  — ,  Supdt  of  Saltpetre  Manu¬ 
facture  at  Purnea,  398. 

Wilkinson,  Hugh,  RegivStrar,  Tirhut 
Diwani  Adalat,  386. 

Wilkinson,  William,  ill-health,  58  ;  /udge 
of  Dinajpur  Zillah  Court,  239 ;  J^udge 
and  Magistrate  of  Dinajpur,  241  note 
on,  545. 

Willcock,  A.  M.,  Registrar,  Mymcnsingh 
Diwani  Adalat,  402. 

Williani  Pitt  (ship),  13,  14,  19,  258,  275, 
281-2,  299,  307. 

— Captain,  see  Mitchell,  Capt,  Charles. 

Williams,  Stephen,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  17,  18,  37,  39,  40,  41,  43,  65,  70, 
71,  72,  102,  105,  107,  114,  128,  129,  137, 
138,  176,  181,  205. 

Williams,  Thomas,  free  mariner,  140. 

Williamson,  George,  Vendue-Master, 
allowances  to,  277-8,  375. 

Willoughby,  Capt.  W.  M.,  of  the  Thomas, 
305,  315. 

Wilson,  J.,  of  Salt  Dept,  his  death  and 
pension,  196,  500,  504. 

Wilton, — ,  opium  contractor,  xx. 

Winter,  Thomas,  pilot,  dismissed,  J20,  317. 

Winterton  (ship),  wrecked,  85,  277,  374. 

Wintle,  James,  24  ;  Collector  of  Jessore, 
252. 

Wombwell,  John,  Supdt  of  Saltpetre 
Manufacture  at  Purnea,  398. 

Wood,  D.,  Surgeon  in  the  Andamans,  to 
be  Asst  Surgeon  in  Bengal,  21. 

Woodcot  (Indiaman),  59,  146,  223-4,  245  ; 
captured,  147,  361-2. 

— Captain,  see  Hannay,  Capt.  A. 

Woodforde,  T.,  Asst  to  Persian  and  Ben¬ 
gali  Translator,  Bd  of  Revenue,  261-2  ; 
resigns,  403. 

Worcester  (ship),  54,  215,  224,  503. 

Writers,  290-1,  321,  366,  380-1,  393,  420  ; 
reduction  in  number  of  uncovenanted 
writers,  xxxi,  11,  156-8;  appointments, 
15,  16,  17,  37,  39,  40,  41,  45,  64,  66,  69, 
71,  72,  98,  108,  109,  126-7,  137,  139,  153, 
155,  237,  264,  281,  298,  320,  337,  346,  365, 
379,  452 ;  salaries,  32 ;  ranking,  56,  60, 
67,  100,  109,  236,  247-8,  339,  345,  380. 

Wyatt,  Benjamin  Deane,  writer,  41,  100. 

Wyatt,  Charles,  writer,  72,  100 ;  Super¬ 
numerary  in  Secret  Dept,  387. 

Wyecombe  (ship),  259. 
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